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"^ENDIX A.

^ROM NEWSPAPERS.

(I)

oard of Treasury, relative to carrying into effect

md uniform Rate of Postage.

urther regulation of the Duties of Postage, which

iay, the 17th instant.

zested with a power of carrying into effect the

e contemplated by Parliament, either according

• postage, or by pre-payment, collected by means

:he discretion with which Parliament has invested

ience of the public, the collection of the revenue,

if the transmission of the correspondence of the

In comparing the advantages which may arise from the plan of pre-payment by
means of stamps, if such plan should be adopted, much must depend upon the stamp

which may be employed. For the convenience of the public it is of the greatest

importance that the mode selected should afford every facility for obtaining and using

the stamp. It is also clear that the charge which will fall upon the public, in the

shape of extra payment, on account of the stamp itself, in addition to the penny rate,

must vary according to the nature of the stamp adopted.

In the course of the enquiries and discussions on the subject, several plans

were suggested, viz., stamped covers, stamped paper, and stamps to be used separately,

and to be appUed to any letter, of whatever description, and wiitten on any paper.

Before my Lords can decide upon the adoption of any course either by stamp

or other\risc, they feel it will be useful that artists, men of science, and the public in

general, may have an opportunity of offering any suggestions or proposals as to the

manner in which the stamp may best be brought into use. With this view, my Lords

will be prepared to receive and C(msider any proposal which may be sent in to them

on or before the 15th of October, 1839.

All persons desirous of communicating with m\' Lords on the subject arc requested

to direct to the Lords of the Treasury, Whitehall, marked " Post-Office Stamp."

My Lords will be prepared to award a premium of £200 to such proposal as they

may consider the most deserving of attention, and /lOO to the next best proposal.

My Lords will feel at libertj' to adopt, for the public service, any of the suggestions

which may be contained in any communications made to them, except, of course,

where parties have any right secured by patent.
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APPENDIX A.

EXTRACTS FROM NEWSPAPERS.

(I)

A copy of the Jlinute of the Board of Treasury, relative to carrying into effect

the Act for estabHshing a Reduced and uniform Rate of Postage.

My Lords read the Act for the further regulation of the Duties of Postage, which

received the Royal Assent on Saturday, the 17th instant.

By this Act, my Lords are invested with a power of carrying into effect the

reduced and uniform rate of postage contemplated by Parhament, either according

to the present mode of collecting the postage, or by pre-payment, collected by means
of stamps, compulsory or optional.

My Lords feel the importance of the discretion with which Parliament has invested

them, affecting as it must the convenience of the public, the collection of the revenue,

as well as the security and facility of the transmission of the correspondence of the

country.

In comparing the advantages which may arise from the plan of pre-payment by
means of stamps, if such plan should be adopted, much must depend upon the stamp

which may be employed. For the convenience of the public it is of the greatest

importance that the mode selected should afford every facility for obtaining and using

the stamp. It is also clear that the charge which will fall upon the public, in the

shape of e.xtra payment, on account of the stamp itself, in addition to the penny rate,

must vary according to the nature of the stamp adopted.

In the course of the enquiries and discussions on the subject, several plans

were suggested, viz., stamped covers, stamped paper, and stamps to be used separately,

and to be applied to any letter, of whatever description, and written on any paper.

Before my Lords can decide upon the adoption of any course either by stamp

or otherwise, they feel it will be useful that artists, men of science, and the public in

general, may have an opportunity of offering any suggestions or proposals as to the

manner in which the stamp may best be brought into use. With this view, my Lords

will be prepared to receive and consider any proposal wlucli may be sent in to them

on or before the 15th of October, 1839.

All persons desirous of communicating with my Lords on the subject are requested

to direct to the Lords of the Treasury, Whitehall, marked " Post-Office Stamp."

My Lords will be prepared to award a premium of £200 to such proposal as they

may consider the most deserving of attention, and £100 to the next best proposal.

My Lords will feel at liberty to adopt, for the public service, any of the suggestions

which may be contained in any communications made to them, except, of course,

where parties have any right secured by patent.
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The points which this Board consider of the greatest importance are :

—

(i) The convenience as regards tlie public use.

(2) The security against forgery.

(3) The facility of being checked, and distinguished in the examination

at the Post Office which must of necessity be re-paid.

(4) The expense of the production and circulation of the stamps.

My Lords will be prepared to receive and consider proposals from foreign

countries, and they desire that a copy of this Minute be transmitted to Lord Palmer-

ston, and that his Lordship should be requested to take such measures as he may deem

most advisable, through Her Majesty's Ministers abroad, for the purpose of making

known the intentions of this Board.

They desire, also, that Lord Palmerston be requested to procure for my Lords,

through Her Majesty's Ambassador at Paris, information respecting the system of

stamps adopted in France, and specimens of the stamp impressions used in that

country.

Transmit a copy of this Minute to the Postmaster-General, for his information

and guidance.

Whitehall, Treasury Chambers
;

August 23rd.

Publishedin "The Times" of September btli, 1839.

(2)

To the Editor of the " Inventors' Advocate."

Sir,—A friend has called our attention to an article in your paper of the 23rd ult.,

over the signature of " Jobard," which, as it not only contains several mis-

statements, but gratuitously connects Mr. Perkins' name with them, we doubt not

you will, with your usual candour, allow us the opportunity of correcting.

Amongst other heedless assertions, M. Jobard makes the following :

—

1st. " The Government has grafted on a plan of Mr. Perkins, a plan of

penny postage, with a stamped envelope, for which there are to

be established depots in every part of London.

2d. He inaccurately describes our system for the prevention of forgery,

and very modestly adds, " it is worth nothing," and that it is easy

to reproduce these plates by lithography.

3d. He (rather obscurely) offers to give the public the plan of a chance

plate rather than engage in what he wisely terms the lottery of

endeavouring to obtain the prize of a million offered by the Bank
of England."

To his first assertion we answer, that neither Mr. Perkins, nor our firm, nor anyone

else in any way related to or connected with him, have made any arrangement,

nor even offered any plan whatever, for carrying out the penny postage.
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To the first part of his second assertion, tlie pubUc will deem it quite sufficient

for us to appeal to the experience of a quarter of a century, to contradict hiin, and as

to the second part, it being impossible for us to prove the negative, we can only say

it is untrue.

To the third statement we would say, that, so far is the plan of a chance plate

from being novel, that the legislature of M;issachusetts passed an Act twenty years ago

obliging the banks in that State to use for their notes a chance plate, introduced

by Mr. Perkins, and as to the million said to be offered by the Bank of England, this

must be the production of his own, or some other equally-prohfic brain.

Requesting, when next he drags persons and their affairs before the public,

that he will pay some little regard to facts.

We are, Mr. Editor,

Your humble Servants,

PERKINS, BACON & FETCH.
No. 69, Fleet Street ;

December 3rd, 1839.

This letter appeared in the issue of the paper for December 7th, 1839. M.

Jobard was the Belgian director of the " Continental Society of Inventions," and

lived at Brussels.

(3)

Copy of a Treasury Minute, dated December 26th, 1839.

My Lords read the minute of the 23rd of August, proposing to receive conuuuni-

cations from the public with reference to the letter-stamps named in the Act 2 and 3

Victoria, cap. 52, and offering certain rewards for the same.

The communications (more than 2,600 in number) received in consequence of

this minute, have for a long time occupied the attention of their lordships. Many

of them display much ingenuity. They are highly satisfactory, as evincing the

interest taken by men of science, and by the public in general, in the measures now in

progress for the reduction of postage, and they have afforded much useful information

with reference to the details of the new arrangement. Upon full deliberation,

however, their lordships do not think it will be advisable to adopt any one of the

specific plans proposed, without modification and combination with other arrange-

ments.

After the best consideration my lords can give the subject, and with the view of

awarding most fairly between the parties, my lords have decided not to give the

specific sums mentioned in their minute of the 23rd of August, but have selected four

communications which are the most distinguished either for originality or for com-

pleteness, and from which my lords have derived the greatest service, and decided to

award the sum of {100 to each. The authors of these four communications are as

follow, the names being arranged alphabetically, viz. :—Messrs. Bogardus and Coffin

(who have acted together), Mr. Benjamin Cheverton, Mr. Henry Cole, and Mr. Charles

Wliiting
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Jly lords next proceed to take into consideration the several points enumerated

in the minute of 23rd of August, and the suggestions connected therewith which

occur in the communications already referred to.

Their lordships, upon full consideration, have decided to require that, as far as

practicable, the postage of letters shall be prepaid, and to effect such prepayment by
means of stamps. Their lordships are of opinion that the convenience of the public

will be consulted, more especially at first, by issuing stamps of various kinds, in order

that every one may select that description of stamp which is most suitable to his own
peculiar circumstances ; and, with a view of affording an ample choice, their lord-

ships are pleased to direct that the following stamps be prepared :

—

(i) Stamped covers.—The stamp being struck on pieces of paper of the

size of half a sheet of 4to. letter paper.

(2) Stamped envelopes.—The stamp being struck on pieces of paper of a

lozenge form, of which the stationers and others may manufacture

envelopes.

(3) Adhesive stamps, or stamps on small pieces of paper with a glutinous

wash at the back, which may be attached to letters cither before or

after they are wTitten, and,

{4) Stamps to be struck on paper of any description, which the public

may send to the Stamp-office for that purpose.

The paper for the first, second, and third kinds of stamps to be peculiar in its

water-mark, or some other feature, but to be supplied to Government by competition.

My lords direct that the Commissioners of Stamps and Ta.xes, and the Com-
missioners of Excise, should receive the official directions to take the necessary steps

in conjunction with this board, and with the Postmaster-General, for the preparation

of the stamps herein enumerated.

Although the necessary experiments and investigations, which have been con-

ducted under the direction of this board are already far advanced, my lords fear that

a considerable time will be required for completing the preparation of the dies, plates,

and machinery (much of which is unavoidably of a novel construction), necessary for

the manufacture of the stamps ; and being desirous of affording to the pubHc, with

the least possible delay, the full advantage of the intended reduction in postage, their

lordships propose at once to effect such reduction. On the use of stamps, however,

my lords ha\e fully decided ; they will be prepared \\ith the least possible delay, and

when ready, due notice wiU be gi\-en of their introduction.

The remainder of the Jlinutc is concerned with the regulations for the introduc-

tion of uniform penny postage, which was fi.\ed to come into operation on the loth

January, 1840.

Published in " The Inventors' .Vdvocate and Jouknal of Industry " oj

January ^h, 1840.
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(4)

The Postage Stamps.—The construction of the stamps is advancing with all

speed, the several artists to whom they are intrusted being actively engaged upon
them. In the stamp for letter paper, and the adhesive stamp, a profile of the Oucen,
is the principal ornament. The letter paper stamp is being engraved by Mr. Wyon,
R.A., medalist to the Mint. Charles Heath is engraving the drawing taken from
\\Von's City medal, by H. Corbould, intended for the adhesive stamp. \V. Mulreadv,

R.A., has furnished the design for the cover and envelope, which is in the hands of

John Thompson, for engraving.

—

Ministerial print.

Published in "The Ti.mes " of January lyt/i. 1840.

(5)

Prepayment of Post.\ge.

We understand th^t Mr. Hill's plan of transmitting letters free, without actual

cash payment of postage, is likely to come into operation very shortly, and that the

three modes of carrying it into effect which were proposed last summer, and led to a

good deal of discussion and controversy, are all to be brought into operation, viz :

—

(i) Paper may be sent to the Stamp-office, and prepared for passing free

by the post, by the application of a stamp.

(2) The public will have the opportunity of purchasing small adhesive

labels, which they can stick ou to their letters.

{3) They may purchase stamped covers, or envelopes printed on a paper

manufactured by !Mr. Dickinson, with lines of thread in the interior

of the sheet ; and it is stated that " by causing part of the lines to

be nearest to one surface of the paper, and part to the other, he has

superadded a great protection against forgery."'

The stamp for affi.xing to letter paper at the Stamp-office, is from a die en-

graved by Mr. Wyon, of the Jlint. It is an embossed stamp, consisting of a beauti-

fully engraved head of Her Majesty, with a wreathed border to the die, and being pre-

pared for printing at the same time, the head will show to advantage on a coloured

ground, if the printing and stamping be well performed. This style of stamping is

already in use in the office, but, as it must be more tedious and expensive than the

ordinary mode, and presents no peculiar difficulty to the forger, we are surprised

that it should have been adopted for a very large consumption. The adhesive labels

are printed from an engraving on steel by Mr. Charles Heath, which consists of the

head of Her Majesty, apparently copied from that of Mr. Wyon, and which is shown

upon a ground of delicate and beautiful workmanship. Mr. Heath's engraving has

been hardened, and forms, in fact, a die or punch, which by the process introduced

by Mr. Perkins, can be propagated to any extent on plates of softened steel. This

operation has been carried into effect by Messrs. Bacon & Co., and they are now

printing labels from steel plates, each of which affords 240 impressions of the original

engraving by Mr. Heath.

Published in " The Times " 0/ April i^lh. 1840.

' " .\thenaeum, " No. 6.(9.
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(6)

Immediate. Treasury Chambers,

2 1 St February, 1840.

Gentlemen,

I am commanded by the I.ords Commissioners of Her Majesty's Treasury,

to transmit herewith copy of a Treasury minute, dated the 20th inst., with reference

to the arrangements to be made for the preparation of the new Post Office Stamps.

I am. Gentlemen,

Your obedient Servant,

Commissioners of Stamps and Taxes.

Copy of Treasury Mi.n'ute, Dated February 2oth, 1840.

My Lords read that part of their minute of the 26th of December last, which

has reference to the Stamps to be used in the collection of Postage : Together with

their minute of the 28th ulto., directing that the paper required for such Stamps

should be precured by contract through the Commissioners of Excise.

My Lords are of opinion that the preparations for producing the several kinds of

Stamps, enumerated in the minute of the 26th of December, and the experiments

connected therewith, have now so far advanced as to render it expedient to place the

completion of the work, under the immediate superintendence of the Commissioners

of Stamps and Taxes.

My Lords have before them the several designs which have been prepared for the

Postage Stamps. They are as follows :—For the stamped covers and envelopes, a

design by Mulready, to be engraved in relief by Thompson, to be printed on paper con-

taining the watermark " Postage," and to occupy a position above the address of the

letter.

For the adhesive stamps, a fine steel-plate engraving, by Heath, of Her Majesty's

Head, reduced from Wyon's City Medal, with an engine-turned background by Perkins,

B.icon & Co., to be printed on sheets, each containing 240 impressions, these im-

pressions being exact fac-similes of one another, except that they will be distinguished

by certain couibinations of the letters of the alphabet ; the sheets of paper to have

watermarks consisting of the word " Postage " in the margin, and a small crown so

placed as to occupy the lower part of each stamp.

For the common stamp, viz., that to be struck on paper of any description which

the public may send to the Stamp Office, an embossed head of Her Majesty, by Wyon,

the head surrounded by a coloured ground with printed engine-turning and embossing

combined.

It is proposed that each of the above stamps shall be of two denominations, viz.,

Penny and Twopenny Stamps, the Penny Stamps being all printed of one colour and

lettered " Postage One Penny," the Twopenny Stamps being all printed of anotlier

colour and lettered " Postage Two Pence," the colours being so selected as to be

readily distinguished one from the other either by daylight or by lamplight.

For a letter whose Postage exceeds Twopence, it is intended that the adhesive

stamps shall be used either in combination with the other stamps or not, at the option

of the writer, or that paper shall be employed which has been stamped with two or

more impressions of the common Twopenny stamp, wliichever arrangement the public
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may prefer. It is also proposed tliat the adhesive Stamps used in the Government

Departments, shall be distinguished from those in general use by a further variety

of colour.

And lastly, that the obliteration of the Postage Stamp (in order to prevent its

second use), shall be effected by striking it with the Journal Stamp of the office.

My Lords are pleased to approve of the several designs above enumerated, and

of the artists who have been employed in their execution, as well as of the proposed

arrangements for the completion and use of the Postage Stamp.

And my Lords authorize the Commissioners of Stamps and Taxes, to adopt the

Stamps above enumerated, and direct them to superintend the completion of such

Stamps, advising thereon from time to time with this Board, and, adopting the usual

precautions against fraud, to cause the necessary authority to be given to the respec-

tive parties now employed, to proceed with the preparation of the same.

The Commissioners of Stamps will confer with the Postmaster-General as to the

distinctive colours to be used for the several Stamps, and all other matters still left for

decision, in which the convenience of the Post Office is concerned.

The Commissioners of Stamps will make arrangements for applying the common
stamp to such paper, as the public may send in for that purpose in London, Edinburgh

and Dublin, and in other parts of the Kingdom, if they are of opinion that it can be

done with a due regard to safety and economj-, and they will issue instructions for

the stamps to be struck in such part of the sheets of paper sent in by the public as

the Postmaster-General may advise, with a \iew to the convenience of the Post Office,

and with such limitation as to the minimum numbers to be sent in as they may think

fit.

My Lords further direct, that if the Commissioners of Stamps and Taxes should

find that their premises are not sufficiently extensive for executing the work at Somer-

set House, they will take such measures as to them shall seem fit, either by obtaining

other premises, or by inviting proposals from parties to contract, under sufficient

securities, for the execution of the printing. My Lords are of opinion, however, that

it is important to bring the whole of the work, which cannot at present be executed

at Somerset House, under one roof as soon as practicable.

My Lords are of opinion, that in order to insure perfection in the working of the

plates and dies, and in their repair and multiplication, it would be highly desirable

that the Commissioners should from time to time communicate with the artists res-

pectively employed to produce them.

The Chancellor of the Exchequer states to the Board that he has been in com-

munication with the Chairman of the Stamps and Taxes, as to the mode in which

the stamping of the several stamps may be best performed, and that he is of opinion

that it will be expedient that such duties shall be placed under the superintendence

of a competent party. That after numerous inquiries made by the Chairman of the

Stamps and Taxes, it appears that Mr. E. Hill is w-ell quahfied for these duties, and

the Chancellor of the Exchequer recommends that he should be employed in those

duties.

My Lords are pleased to approve and desire the (? Commissioners of) Stamps

and Taxes, will report fully to this Board the arrangements which they may make for

the due performance of this part of the duty.

Published in " The Philatelic Circular "
of October ist, 1915.
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Specification of Patent of Jacob Perkins, and two advertisements of Messrs.

Perkins, Fairman & Heath, on the formation of the firm in December, 1819.

(I)

A.D. 1819. No. 4400.

Engine lathe for engraving surfaces, printing and coining presses, etc.

Perkins' Specification.

To all to whom these presents shall come, I, Jacob Perkins, late of Philadelphia,

in the United States of America, but now residing at Austin Friars, in tiic City of

London, engineer, send greeting.

Whereas His Jlost Excellent Majesty, King George the Third, did by His Letters

Patent bearing date at Westminster, the eleventh day of October, in the

fifty-ninth year of his reign, give and grant unto me the said Jacob Perkins

His especial license, full power, sole privilege and authority, that I, the said Jacob

Perkins, should and lawfully might make use, exercise, and vend,

the invention, partly communicated to me, by a certain foreigner when residing in

America, and partly of my own invention, of " Certain machinery and implements

applicable to ornamental turning and engraving, and to the transferring of engraved

or other work from tlic surface of one piece of metal to another piece of metal, and to

the forming of metallic dies and matrices ; and also improvements in the construction

and method of using plates and presses, for printing Bank Notes and other papers,

whereby the producing and combining various species of work is effected upon the

same plates and surfaces, the difficulty of imitation increased, and the process of

printing facilitated ; and also an improved method of making and using dies and

presses for coining nionej', stamping medals, and other useful purposes."

In drawing, No. i, is represented an engine lathe for engraving oval or circular geo-

metrical figures upon metal or other surfaces, whether flat, convex, or conca\'e, ....
[the peculiarity in which consists in producing a lateral motion of the mandrcU, by

means of the eccentric cylinder or other shaped body upon a separate axis, and of

varying the number of lateral motions of the mandrell during one revolution thereof,

by means of wheels of various diameters.]

2. In drawing No. 2 is represented an engine lathe for engraving certain figures,

upon the peripherics of metal or other cylinders [the novelty of which consists

in producing the longitudinal motion of the mandrell by a different modification of the

same expedient.]

In drawing No. 3, Fig. i, represents the horizontal vibrating lever press viewed

in front ; Fig. 2, an end section of the same [On the upper surface of an

adjustable bed is placed the copper or steel plate to receive the impression from the

circular die or roller.] The die or roller j consists of a hollow steel cyhnder, fitted

upon a steel axis, which is formed into two cylindrical necks on each side of the roller

Each end of the a.\is of the die or roller j is made square, on which squares
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fit the square gaps made in the ends of the die lever or double spanner 0, and by means

of which the die or roller can be turned backwards, and forwards upon the surface of

the steel or copper plate w lying upon the bed g, as aforesaid

In drawing No. 4, is shewn an improved steel or copper plate or block printing

press, Fig. i being a front view of it, and Fig. 2, an end view.

The principal improvements consist in a new method of heating the plate, or

block, in the use of a tympan, for the purpose of saving the expense of making the

plates or blocks any larger than is necessary, to receive the engraving as well as to

save ink, and also time and labour in cleaning the plales or blocks

In drawing X0.5 is represented a cylindrical steel or copper plate printing press

.... [the improvement^ claimed in this consist in affixing a number of engraved

circular plates to the surface of a cylinder, so that the operation of inking the plates,

wiping, and cleaning, and printing from the said plates shall be simultaneous and

continuous. I

In drawing No. 6 is represented parts of a circular coining press, In

order to decarbonate the surfaces of cast-steel plates, cylinders, or dies by which

they are rendered much softer and fit for transferring or engraving designs thereon,

I find that pure iron filings, divested of all foreign or extraneous matters produce the

softest decarbonated surface, and therefore I use iron filings, as pure and as free from

rust as I can obtain thcni. I also carcluUy exclude all carbonaceous matter, and*any

substance from which carbon can be obtained. The stratum of decarbonated steel

should not be too thick for transferring fine and delicate engravings ; for instance, not

more than three times the depth of the engraving. The surface of the steel may be

decarbonated to any required thickness. To decarbonate it to a proper thickness for

fine engravings, I expose it for four hours to a white heat, enclosed in a cast-iron box,

with a well closed lid. The sides of the cast-iron box I make at least three-quarters of

an inch in thickness, and at least a thickness of half-an-inch of pure iron filings, should

cover or surround the cast steel surface to be decarbonated. The box should be

suffered to cool very slowly, which may be effected by shutting off all access of air to

the furnace, and covering it with a layer six or eight inches in thickness of fine cinders.

Each side of the steel plate, cyUnder, or die, must be equally decarbonated, to prevent

it from springing or warping in hardening. I also find it much the safest way to heat

the plates, cyhnders, or dies in a \-ertical position. I make use of good cast-steel in

preference to any other sort of steel, for the purpose of making plates, cj'linders,

circular or other dies, and more especiallj' when such plates, cj'linders, or dies are in-

tended to be decarbonated. For the reason given above, the steel is decarbonated

solely for the purpose of rendering it sufficienth' soft for receiving any impression

intended to be made thereon. It is, therefore, necessarj' that after any piece of

steel, whether in the shape of an engraved plate, or a cylinder, or a die, with

engraved or other figures upon its surface, should be again carbonated or reconverted

into steel capable of being hardened.

In order, therefore, to effect this carbonisation or reconversion into steel, I employ

the following process : I take a suitable quantity of leather and convert it into

charcoal by the well-known method of exposing it to a red heat in an iron retort

for a sufficient length of time, or until all the evaporable matter is driven off from the

leather. Having thus prepared the charcoal, I reduce it to a very fine powder, I

then take a box, which I prefer having made of cast-iron, of sufficient dimensions to
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receive the plate, cylinder, or die which I wisli to ha\c reconverted into steel, so as

that the intermediate space between the sides of the said box and tlie plate, cylinder,

or die, may be about one inch. I fill the said box with the powdered charcoal, and

having covered it with a well-fitted lid, I place the box in a furnace similar to those

used for melting brass ; I increase the heat gradually until the box is somewhat

above a red heat, and suffer it to remain in that state till all the evaporable matter

i-^ driven off from the charcoal. I tlien remove the lid from the box, and immerse

the plate, cylinder, or die, in the powdered charcoal, taking care to place it as nearly

in the middle as possible, so that it sliould be surrounded on all sides by a stratum

of the powder of nearly an uniform thickness. I replace the lid, and suffer the box

with the plate, cyhnder, or die, to remain in the degree of heat before described for

from three to five hours, according to the thickness of the plate, cylinder, or die, so

exposed. Three hours are sufficient for a plate of half-an-inch in thickness, and five

hours when the steel is one inch and a half in thickness. y\ftcr the plate, cyhnder,

or die, has been thus exposed to the fire for a sufficient length of time, I take it out from

the box and immediately plunge it into cold water. It is important here to observe,

that I find the plates, or other pieces of steel, when plunged into cold water, are

least liable to be warped or bent when they are held in a vertical position or made

to enter the water in the direction of their length. If a piece of steel, heated to a

proper degree for hardening, be plunged into water, and suffered to remain there until

it becomes cold, it is found by experience to be very liable to crack or break, and in

many cases it would be found too hard for the operations it was intended to perform.

If the steel cracks or breaks it is spoiled ; and in order to render it fit for use, should

it happen not to be broken in the hardening, it is the common practice to again heat

the steel in order to reduce or lower its temper, as it is technically called. The degree

of heat to which the steel is now exposed determines the future degree of hardness

or the temper, and this is indicated by a change of colour upon the surface of the

steel ; during this heating a succession of shades is produced, from a very pale straw

colour to a deep blue. I have found, however, by long experience that if on plunging

the heated steel into cold water, and suffering it to remain there no longer than is

sufficient for lowering the temperature of the steel to the same degree as that to which

a hard piece of steel must have been raised in order to temper it in the common way,

that it not only produces the same degree of hardness in the steel, but what is of much
more importance, almost entirely does away the risk or liability of its cracking or

breaking. I believe it to be impossible to communicate by words, or to describe

the criterion by which, after long experience, I judge or determine when the steel

has arrived at the proper degree of temperature after being plunged into cold water,

and I believe that it can only be learnt by actual observation, as I am guided entirely

by the kind of hissing or singing noise which the heated steel produces in the water

whilst cooling. From the moment of its being first plunged into the water a varying

sound will be observed, and it is at a certain period before the noise ceases that I

find the effect to be produced, and the only directions I can give by which the experi-

mentahst can be benefitted is as follows, namely, to take a piece of steel which has

already been hardened by remaining in the water till cold, and by the common
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method of again heating it, to let it be brought to the colour which would indicate

the desired temper of the steel plate to be hardened by my process, and so soon as

he discovers the colour to be that of pale yellow or straw colour, to dip the steel

into water and attend carefully to the hissing, or as some call it, the singing noise,

which it occasions. He will then be better -ible, and with fewer experiments, to judge

of the precise time at wliich it should be taken out. I do not mean it to be understood

that he temper indicated by a straw colour isthat lowhichthe steel plate, cyhnder, or

die should be reduced, because it would tlien be found too hard, but merely that the

temperature which would produce that colour is that by which the peculiar sound

would be occasioned when the steel should be withdrawn from the water for the first

time. Inmiediately on withdrawing it from the water the steel plate, cylinder, or

die, must be laid upon or held over a fire, and heated uniformly until its temperature

is raised to that degree at which tallow would be decomposed, or, in other words,

until smoke is perceived to arise from the surface of the steel plate, cylinder, or die,

after having been rubbed with tallow. The steel plate, cylinder, or die, must then be

again plunged into water, and kept there until the sound becomes somewhat weaker

than before ; it is then to be taken out and heated a second time to the same degree,

and by the same rule of smoking tallow as before, and the tliird time plunged, into

water till the sound becomes again weaker than the last ; expose it a third time to

the fire as before, and for the last time return it into the water and cool it. After

it is cooled, clean the surface of the steel plate, cylinder, or die, and by heating it over

the fire the temper must be reduced by bringing on a brown or such other lighter

or darker shade of colour as may best suit the quality of the steel, or the purpose

to which it is to be applied In witness whereof, I, the said Jacob Perkins

(party hereto), have hereunto set my hand and s al, this tenth day of April, one

thousand eight hundred and twenty.

(Signed) Jacob Perkins.

.... Inrolled the tenth day of April, in the year of our Lord one thousand

eight hundred and twenty.

(2)

Two ad\'ertisements of Messrs. Perkins, Fairnian & Heath issued soon after the

formation of tlic partnership in December, 1819.

To THE Banking and Trading Institutions of Great Britain, Ireland, &c.

Messrs. Perkins and Fairman, Inventors of the Siderographick Art (or mode
of engraving on Steel the most delicate and beautiful designs, and of transferring the

same to copper plates or otlier metals, so as to multiply the means of printing tlierefrom

Impressions on Paper and other Substances to an almost incalculable extent), having

formed a partnership with Mr. Charles Heath, engraver, of London, and obtained

a Patent for this Invention, respectfully offer, for adoption, their plan to tlie Public.
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This plan, embracing all the most difficult and beautiful branches of Engraving,

possesses, in the judgment of the first Artists, and of the most distinguished IVfen of

Science, who have examined tlie process, every requisite to put an entire stop to the

Forgery of Bank Notes, with all its attendant evils ; and as it combines facility of

execution with economy, may be applied to any Banking or other Institution, public

or private, using a Paper Currency, however extensive may be its operations.

Messrs. Perkins, Fairman and Heatji's plan is not presented to public notice

as one of doubtful experiment, but as one which, even before the improvements which

have been recently introduced, has stood the besl of long experience, having been

adopted for some years by more than three hundred Banking Establishments in

America without one attempt at imitation.

Great variety of designs for notes executed on the Siderographick plan may be

seen at Messrs. Perkins and Fairmax's, No. 29, Austin Friars, London ; and at

Mr. Charles Heath's, No. 6, Seymour Place, Euston Square.

This Invention is particularly worthy of the attention of the Country Bankers,

whose Notes are often forged, but always paid to secure their circulation, and is indeed

equally' deserving the notice of all persons who are anxious to protect their property

by Graphic Designs or Marks, which xi'oull establish the Privilege of Sale exclusively with

their respective Proprietors.

The Siderographick Art,

or mode of engraving on Steel the most delicate and beautiful designs, and of trans-

ferring the same to copper plates or other metals, so as to multiply the means of

printing therefrom Impressions on Paper and other Substances to an almost incal-

culable extent, and at an expense not greater, if not less, than that arising from the

method now in common use, is the Invention of Messrs. Perkins and Fairman, who

having obtained a Patent for this discovery, and entered into partnership with Mr.

Charles Heath, engraver, of London, offer their plan to the attention of the Public

in general, as applicable to all establishments where protection from forgery is an

object. For Bank Notes, and public departments using engraved Stamps, the adop-

tion of this plan is of the first moment ; but it is not of less importance in objects of

minor consequence, even in the most trifling and minute, where elegance of design,

beauty of execution, and economy, are held in consideration.

Specimens of notes and ornaments, &c., executed on this plan may be examined

at Messrs. Perkins and Fairman's, No. 29, Austin Friars, London, and at Mr.

Charles Heath's, No. 6, Seymour Place, Euston Square, who will enter into every

satisfactory guarantee for the honourable performance of any engagement which

may be confided to their execution.
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Extracts from the records of Messrs. Perkins, Bacon & Co., Limited, and copies

of other documents connected with the designs and printing of the

POSTAGE STA^fPS.

(I)

I\rr. R. Hill presents his compts. to ^Ir. Bacon & if quite convenient to Mr.

Bacon will call to see his machinery about ^ past 2 o'clock today. Mr. Hill did not

receive the enclosed from Mr. Bethnne till after the appointed hour yesterday, &
it was then impossible for Mr. Hill to leave the office.

6, Adelphi Terrace ;

Thursday morng.

[Enclosed letter.]

H.O. Chambers ;

July 2^, [1839].

Dear Bacon,

I have been prevented from coming this morning, but I shall be much

obliged to you if you will show Mr. Hill your various processes for preventing forgery,

& particularly the rolling press which you contrived for the use of the Stamp Office

some years ago, and enlighten hint generally on the subject of forgeries and their

prevention.

Yours truly,

[Signed] J. E. D. BETHUNE.

J. B. Bacon, Esq.

Sir,

(2)

69, Fleet Street ;

August 9th, 1839.

We beg to apologise for not earlier redeeming our promise to write you respect-

ing a stamp to be applied to the purpose of the penny postage, but the subject is
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one which requires great consideration and we judged from the notice of the Chan-

cellor of the Exchequer (the day after we had the honour of seeing you) that it would

be open for competition, that it was not very pressing as to time.

After nuich reflection we have come to the conclusion that we could not produce

a dry stamp with the security which wc believe appertains to the one we exhibited

to you, combined with a printed impression of any kind, at such an expense as would

be at all likely to be incurred by the Government. Should you, however, be of opinion

that a dry stamp might answer, provided it had the security of our present one,

united with the distinctness of the Government Stamp now used for Bills & Receipts,

then we should be willing to attempt the production of such a stamp at our own

expense, trusting to the experiment being approved of—but we should rather avoid

the loss of time & expense which would be incurred in the undertaking, if it is your

present opinion that something more distinct would be desirable, and your %iews

upon the point would greatly oblige us.

We see little difficulty in giving a stamp that would not be imitated, and no

difficulty in giving a distinct one, but the combination of both properties, together

with speed and economy requires no little thought & invention.

We are, Sir, respectfully,

Your most obedient servants,

[Signed] PERKINS, BACON & FETCH.

Rowland Hill, Esq.,

Adelphi Terrace.

(3)

6, Adelphi Terrace ;

August 12, 1839.

Gentlemen,

In reply to your letter of the 9th inst. I beg to say that in my opinion,

a dry stamp possessing the security of those which you showed me united with the

distinctness of the Go\ernmcnt receipt stamp would suffice for the purpose proposed ;

a' the same time I must request you will distinctly understand that the arran,'ements

are in no degree under my control and that I have no means whatever of remunerating

you for any expense or trouble you may incur.

I am, Gentlemen,

Your obedient servant,

[Signed] ROWLAND HILL.

Messrs. Perkins, Bacon & Petch.
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(4)
69, Fleet Street ;

Sept. 9, 1839

;

10 o'clock.

Sir,

On arriving home on Saty. morning I received your specimen of a stamp for

the Post Office on which you wished an estimate and immediately called at the Reform

Club, but was not so fortunate as to see you.

If you are not otherwise engaged I will call there to-morrow morning at 11 o'clock

and if you are, and will name any other day or hour I will do myself the honour of

attending you.

I am, etc., etc.,

[Signed] JOSHUA B. BACON,

for self and partners.

Henry Cole, Esq.

(5)

Messrs. Perkins, Bacon <.y Fetch present their compliments to Mr. Cole and have

the pleasure of returning the Post Office permit with two impressions from a dry

stamp upon it as promised.

69, Fleet Street ;

Sept. II, 1839.

(6)
Sept. 17th, 1839.

Dear Sir,

We have given the subject of the Penny stamps [? much] consideration and

beheve we could produce one on the principle [? described] between us at (and perhaps

somewhat under) five pence per thousand, and we could stamp any number further

which could be wanted. We should add, however, that the above estimate is

[? predicated] upon the practicability of Mr. Wliiting's work being printed without

wetting the paper [? and] this we beheve we can do.

Beyond this we have a proposal which we should be willing to test in printing

and if successful we should not care how or when Mr. Whiting's work was done and

in case of success in our view we could produce the stamp of the size of your pattern

at threepence per thousand or possibly less.

[Signed] PERKINS, BACON & FETCH.

Henry Cole, Esq.

[The words in square brackets are too indistinct to read with certainty in the

letter book copy.]

B
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(7)

Mr. Cole would [be] happy to see Mr. Bacon about the preparation of a Stamp

—

of the size proposed. And to hear more fully of the other project mentioned—the

price of which appears to be very suitable. Mr. Cole will be in Whitehall Yard

to-morrow between li and 3, and if Mr. Bacon should happen to be that way would

be glad to see him.

Fleet Street
;

2 o'clock. 20/9-39.

(8)

69, Fleet Street ;

Oct. 7, 1839.

Dear Sir,

I now enclose 2 impressions from a die which were struck off 6 or 7 years

ago, and although we shall expect to improve a new one in strength, still if they can

be imitated in the manner you imagine or in any other cheap or simple way, we shall

feci obliged by having it done, as it will remove one of the ideas thought of for the

new stamps.

I am, &c., &c.,

[Signed] J. B. BACON.

Hy. Cole. Esq.

(9)

3, Whitehall Yard
;

8 Oct., 1839.

Dear Sir,

I only received the Stamp impressions this morning. What I wanted

was a die or plate in order to try myself the experiment.

The time for sending in my Paper to the Treasury having more than elapsed,

I determined to delay sending it no longer. I have done so without mentioning your

project. If your faith still be sound in its efficacy, you had best communicate with

the Treasury. With many thanks for your trouble.

I am, Dear Sir,

Yrs truly,

[Signed] HENRY COLE.

The last day for receiving Papers at the Treasury is 15 Oct.
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(10)

i^

Some thortghts connected with the Post Office stamp about to be adopted by Govern-

ment.

After mature deliberation it appears to me that a stamp produced by the com-

bined efforts of the engraver, and medalUst or die sinker, will be the greatest security

against imitation. In coming to this result I have likewise provided one which I

think would prove facile both to those engaged in working the system at the Post

Office and to the public generally. In the first place. I propose that the stamp do

not exceed the size of a half crown piece. That at the close of the first series of

operations in the form of an engraving upon steel it presents the united work of three

branches now established and very widely circulated and appreciated by the mercan-

tile and other interests of this Empire and the Governments abroad. I allude to

the historical and ornamental engraving and the geometrical engine-turning as dis-

played and brought into an extensive range of usefulness by the transferring process

of Messrs. Perkins, Bacon & Petch, Banknote manufacturers, Fleet Street. I could

hardly refer to a specimen better adapted to our present purpose than to the playing

card, ace of spades, but since its size would be objectionable, I have enclosed a vignette

(No. i) which being somewhat proportioned with my ideas may assist our attention

as we proceed. Let the Armorial bearing in the centre be occupied by any subject

thought most suitable, in my opinion " the human countenance divine," perhaps

the full length form ; but not quite so large. Let the ornamental style occupy

the next circlet, but still more reduced, wliich will then allow space for the third

description of work alreadj' alluded to, which could be a fine and complicated pattern

reversed by means of the transferring machine—-while the whole could be multipUed

by the sanle instrument definitely and indefinitely upon one plate and many, to faci-

litate the printing. A vacancy could be left in the ornamental work top and bottom

for the crown and lion and the royal arms, while similar spaces at right angles to

these could be left upon the engine work for the amounts of weight and postage.

For the engraved medallion in the centre, I prefer the style of the late James

Heath, A, the reason for such preference I \\'ill declare shortly.

I likewise propose to have the plates printed on variously colored papers to

correspond with the amount of duty, reserving white for that which is most extensive.

Thus far I have only mapped out in a different degree what has been done

successfully for years. I now approach the second series of operations. I am not

aware that it has ever been attempted.

In the second place. Let a Die be sunk to give an embossed surface to the

medallion and to any other part or parts of the vignette. I should say not only

to it, but likewise to those four subjects designed to occupy the angles. Perhaps

it might be as well to throw the ornamental work hkewise into relief, at any rate

not the engine-turning.

Now the case under consideration is tliis : Here are pursuits and operations as

diverse as the matter may admit of, from the expediency of contracting the size

of the stamp as mucli as possible both as regards economy and utility ; the business
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of wet and dry printing or stamping being combined upon the same superfices

:

while it is doubtful whetlier the difficulty would not be considerably increased if

experiment should prove that for the engraving to correspond, in all its features,

with the same characteristics in the relief, it must be made a little larger, or what

would still further enhance its worth, that it must moreover lose some of its " fair

proportions " in the first process—that is that the hues of the engraving should be

scientifically distorted to correspond with the relieve—that meeting there the curves

of beauty— the whole might be perfect. In referring to my notice of the lale J. Heath,

A, I trust you will by this time perceive the appropriateness of his style of art to the

plan before you, but should several dies be considered more efficient they might as a

whole present the peculiar characteristics or mannerisms of many artists.

Having then a plate or plates, each containing many copies of the original and

engraved die, I do not think that any very great difficulty would arise in framing

embossing presses to strike each sheet at once, say twenty-five stamps upon each

sheet, and allow one quarter of a minute lor each action of the press—that would give

54,000 stamps in a day of labour containing 9 hours (say 50,000 stamps). I would

then transfer a certain number of sheets of stamps carefully and gently held together

in a peculiar way to a machine with a revolving cylindrical cutter. Two lads would

be required at each stamping machine ; and in separating the stamps by the cutter

I would have it so much larger than the stamp as to leave a ring altogether uuorna-

mented by the engraved or stamped work for a cyhndrical wafer presser to affix it

to the letter, and I would likewise have the Post Office date stamp affixed to one side,

both of it and the stamp itself to a certain extent so that being partially disfigured it

could not be used again.

I do not mention the wafer as a Government affair, I think when so much has been

done for the public, the public should do a little for themselves. Some might prefer

paste or strong gum-water. The Post Office only require that the stamp be firmly

affixed, and the best method would ultimately obtain general sanction.

The wafer would not be expensive, since one half of its diameter might very

fairly be struck out by the maker, and the stuff reformed, it not being our intention

that any part of the stamp should be injured by the individual adjusting it. The

cylindrical and wooden stamps presenting just enough of surface to bind to the letter,

the outer and plain portion of the stamp could be made by the turner for a comparative

trifle.

(II)

69, Fleet Street ;

December 3rd, 1839.

Sir,

We have given the subject you mentioned yesterday afternoon all the attention

the time would allow and beg to say as the result that :

—

We could engrave steel dies of the size you gave us, containing work of any con-

ceivable value as to Cost and Quality, transfer them to any number of Plates that
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could possibly be wanted, and Print them in any numbers per day,—at a charge

of Eight Pence per thousand Stamps, exchisive of paper, which we understand would

be supplied us and assuming that the numbers wanted would be very large, as we
have only named a fair price for the Printing, and have considered the Plates and

Dies, which ought to be very costl}' in the first instance, as given in without charge.

You are probably aware /hat having prepared the Original die, we could insure perfect

facsimiles of it for a Century.

Our charge would not exceed what we have named above, nor be less than six-

pence per thousand, but what relative position it would take between these two

extremes, would depend upon the exact size of the stamp, and the number which the

Paper would allow us to put on One Plate .

\Vc could prepare everything so as to commence Printing in a month.

Our present belief is that we could Print Forty one thousand six hundred per

day or double that number in a day and night, from each Press employed upon the

work.

We are, Sir,

Very respectfully

Your humble serv.

[Signed] PERKINS, BACON & FETCH.
Henry Cole, Esq.

(12)

69, Fleet Street
;

December 14th, 1839.

Sir,

Agreeably to promise at our interview yesterday we beg now to repeat in

writing what was stated verbally viz. :

—

That we would engage to prepare a die of the size pointed out by you—to be

composed of the best Engraving of Her Majesty's Portrait which we can get executed

by the best Artist, to be surrounded by white and black line Engine-turned work,

(& of which Engine there is no copy in the British Dominions) and the appropriate

wording—for the sum of Seventy-five Guineas, and which die shall be entirely ready

to give a perfect impression of the proposed Stamp ; and to be taken up upon a Steel

Roller, and applied to the making of any number of Steel Plates (if desired) in five

weeks from the day of receiving an Order to commence. Such die or matrix may be

perpetually used as at first produced and the Portrait may be used for other dies,

also with a variation in the wording or machine work if required.

In five weeks we could commence Printing One hundred thousand per day and

increase tlie daily number every two days by One hundred thousand until we reached

many millions per day if wanted.

If after the die is completed our plan should be determined upon for the penny

stamp, we would devote a large room in our Premises exclusively to the business
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and would either enter into Bond that no impression should get out of our possession

but in the regular way ; Or, an officer of the Government might keep the key and have

the entire superintendence of the work.

Our charge per thousand and which includes every expense except the Paper

would be as already stated to you in writing and in case our plan is adopted

the Seventy-five Guineas would be credited back in account.

We have the honor to be Sir

Very respectfully your humble servts

[Signed] PERKINS, BACON & PETCH.

Rowland Hill, Esq.

(13)

II, Downing Street;

i6 Deer., 1839.

Gentlemen,

I beg to order the engraving of tlie postage stamp on tlie terms named in

your letter of Deer. 14th as to price & time of preparation. But before the engraving

is commenced, I will thank you to prepare and submit to me a sketch. The Queen's

head is to be drawn from the City medal. The whole stamp is to occupy jths of an

inch square, including the lettering and engine-turned work.

I am Gentlemen

Your obedient servt

[Signed] ROWLAND HILL.

Messrs. Perkins, Bacon & Petch.

(14)

[Memorandum written out by J. B. Bacon and signed by R. Hill in R. Hill's ink

and on paper he usually used for hjs correspondence.^

The 4 corners to be taken away but only to a sUght c.>;tent.

The length of the die to be one sixteenth of an inch more, equally div^ided between

top and bottom, and one sixteenth of an Inch more to be taken at the bottom so as to

insert in black letters without an underground, the words

Half oz One Penny.

Or if practicable increase the length One eighth and insert in white letters at the

bottom

I oz One Penny.

Certain letters to vary with each stamp to be placed at the top behind the head.
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Certain instructions as to the position of the stamp when used to be engraved

round the margin of the plate.

20 times I is 15 inches and half Inch Margin 15J.

12 times I is 8J inches and half Inch Margin by 9.

'

Dec. 31, 39.

[Signed] R. HILL.

(15)

Dear Sir,

I have sent the new die by the Bearer, and we shall be glad to have the

Queen engraved in the highest style of art practicable, consistent with transferring

and we shall be greatly obliged by your personal attention to it and in having it

ready as soon as may be.

You will see by the Papers that Mulready and Thompson are about the other

sizes.

Yours, &c., &c.,

[Signed] J. B. BACOX.

Jan. i6th, 1840.

C. Heath, Esq.

(16)

Mr. Bacon presents his respectful comphments to Mr. Hill and begs to say that

as Mr. Heath has the die at his house two miles from this, it is impossible to give liim

anything from it now, but to-morrow morning he can have an impression from which

no opinion can be formed except as to its size.

69, Fleet Street ;

Jany. 22nd, 1840.

(17)

Mr. R. Hill presents his Compts. to Mr. Bacon and is very desirous of having even

a rough proof of the small label-—if Jlr. Bacon, therefore, could send him any thing,

however unfinished, that would show what sort of a Stamp the label will be when

finished, Mr. Hill wiU feel obliged.

II, Downing Street;

Jany. 23rd, 1840.

» Error, shd be 15^ bv 11 inches,
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(i8)

Dear Sir,

I have sent you by the bearer (Mr. Hill's messenger) the die as promised

ready for putting work upon.

I am,

Truly yours,

[Signed] J. B. BACON.

Henry Cole, Esq. Jan. 23rd, 1840.

(19)

Mv. Hill presents his Compts to Mr. Bacon and would feel obliged if he could let

him have anything that would give some idea of the proposed label when finished.

II, Downing Street;

Jan. 24/40.

(20)

Sir,

Mr. Bacon having left the counting house for the day your note was opened

by his son and I beg to say that I am sorry that owing to the Engraver living at a

distance it is impracticable to forward you the desired sketch, but it shall be sent to

you the very first thing to-morrow morning.

I have the honour to be, Sir,

Very respectfully.

Your obedient humble serv.,

[Signed] PERKINS, BACON & FETCH.

{py. L. cie Nicolas).

Rowland Hill, Esq.

[This letter is undated. It was probably sent on January 24th, 1840, in reply

to Mr. Rowland Hill's note of that date.]

(21)

Treasury ;

Jany. 30th, 1840.

Gentlemen,

The legend of the Stamp is now fixed to be " Postage One Penny " set out

at full length-—and I will thank you to proceed at once to insert it.

I am.

Gentlemen,

Your obt. Servant,

[Signed] ROWLAND HILL.

Messrs. Perkins, Bacon & Petch,

Fleet Street.
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(22)

69, Fleet Street
;

Feb. 15, 1840.

Sir,

As promised I liave now tlie pleasure of enclosing herewith a sheet of labels

which are near enough to determine what space ought to be allowed for each, and

for the whole. The pencil lines vwll no doubt prove accurate but in pasting the

labels, it is impossible to place them all perfectly accurate, and moreover the paste

makes each one stretch a fraction. I now consider that to allow for cutting the 240

stamps should occupy 9 and | of an inch by 18 and ^ inches ; but outside of these

labels or stamps it is proposed to engrave some directions and which wou'.d require

the paper to be at least 10 and I by i8-^ so as to take this in. It is not necessary,

however, that the watermarked crowns should extend beyond the first named dimen-

sions. Believing this will give you the means of judging how the moulds ought to be.

I am, &c., &c.,

[Signed] JOSHUA B. BACON.
Edwin Hill, Esq.

(23)

69, Fleet Street
;

Feb. 17, 1840.

Sir,

We have engraved the two experiments as requested by you on Sat\- evg. and

have now the pleasure of enclosing proofs both of the white and black lettering.

They will probably both look better when upon the real die, than now when over-

powered by so large a white centre.

We are, &c., &c..

[Signed] PERKINS, B.\CON & FETCH.
Edwin Hill, Esq.

(24)

[Endorsed],

(1840, Feby. 20th).

My De.'\r Bacon,

I think you will find the Plate look better, pray save me 2 or 3 Proofs.

I will be with you about i o'clock to-morruw.

Yours truly,

[Signed] C, HEATH.
If that does not transfer well nothing will,



26 APPENDIX C.

a a

b a
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(26)

Messrs. Perkins, Bacon & Fetch present their respectful compliments to Mr. Hill

and have the pleasure of enclosing two finished Proofs from the Die for the adhesive
stamp before the lettering.

69, Fleet Street
;

Feby. 22, 1840.

[In the index to the letter-book this note is entered under the name of E. Hill.J

(27)

69, Fleet Street ;

Feb. 24, 1840.

To the Honb. The Commissioners of Stamps and Taxes.

HoNB. Sirs,

The Die for the proposed Adhesive Stamp being prepared we have now by
desire of Rowland Hill Esq., the honour to state that we are ready and wilUng to

prepare the Plates and all the apparatus and premises exclusively devoted to the

business necessary for the penny and twopenny adhesive stamps, and to Print any

number per day that may be required and to dry press and deliver them, ready for

use, including every expense of drawings, original dies, plates, printing, etc., for the

period of twelve Calendar Months at sevenpence per thousand, the paper only to

be furnished by your Honors, and the whole to be done under the regulations and

instructions of your Honb. Board, it being understood that they shall not be such as to

lessen the usual hours and quaUty of work. \\'c are also wiUing to contract at once

for the same work for any period of time after the first year at sixpence per thousand,

or to leave a further arrangement to be settled hereafter as may seem best to your

Honors. Although we are wilUng to print in any practicable colour, we most strongly

advise the penny stamp to be printed in black Ink, as beyond all comparison superior

to any other for Steel plate engraving. We can have plates ready for Press in a week

from the time we receive orders to hand in the Die, but it will take from 14 to 20

days to prepare our Wetting trough. Pinching and Glazing Presses Mill and Glazed

Boards, Hot Air Stove, etc., inmiediatelj^ after which period we. can begin to deliver

and in one month thereafter deliver any requisite quantity whatever.

We have the honour to subscribe ourselves very respectfully,

Your Honors' most obedient servants,

[Signed] PERKINS, BACON & PETCH,
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(28)

69, Fleet Street
;

Feb. 25, 1840.

Dear Sir,

We have taken 6 impressions from tlie spoilt head upon the paper you

gave us, and your brother has cut off and taken 2 of them away. The watermark

is so faint on this sheet that it is all but impossible to see it, and of course, does not

injure the head. We therefore both agree that as far as the public seeing the water-

mark is concerned it is no better than none, but when wet it is easily distinguishable,

as we proved to him and this he thought an argument in favour of a weak watermark,

besides the advantage in the printing and in this we agree with him and most decidedly

recommend that it should not be very strong.

We have the honour, &c., &c.,

[Signed] PERKINS, BACON & FETCH.

R. Hill, Esq.

(29)

II, Downing Street ;

Feb. 26/40.

Dear Sir,

Can you let Mr. Hill have a few more impressions of the Queen's head

similar to those on the sheet you sent him as he is desirous of showing the Ch. of

the Exc. a sheet similar to the one prepared by j-ou.

Very truly yours,

[Signed] JNO. LEDINGHAM.
Bacon, Esq.

30)

69, Fleet Street
;

Feb. 26, 1840.

Dear Sir,

In reply to your note of this morning asking whether I " can let Mr. Hill

have a few more impressions of the Queen's head similar to those on the sheet I sent

him as he is desirous of shewing the Chancellor of the Ex. a sheet similar to the one

prepared by us." I beg to saj' that if your intention is to have another sheet from

the die not to be used, just like the sheet I have already furnished Mr. Hill, and

which was solely for the purpose of giN'ing tl;e positions and distances whicli out
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stamps would occupy upon the plates and our opinion of what size the crowns had

bettcT be, so that the mould [official ?J maker would know just how to prepare the

mould, in that case I can if I hear from you by 5 o'clock, let him have it to-morrow ;

but if, as I apprehend, he wishes a sheet (or the heads to make a sheet) taken from

the new die then I have to say ist That Mr. Heath has had two interviews with

Mr. Wyon in consequence of which he lias the Plate and is at work to improve the

likeness and I do not expect it back until to-morrow noon or night ; and 2nd, When
we have it back although we are ready to do anything ]\[r. Hill requires, it is a bad plan

to multiply proofs unnecessarily before hardening, but afterwards it is quite unim-

portant.

I am, &c., &c.,

[Signed] JOSHUA B. BACON.

J. Ledingham, Esq.

(31)

II, Downing Street
;

J p. 4 p.m., Feb. 26 40.

Dear Sir,

It is a few impressions similar to those you have already furnished that

Mr. Hill wishes to have, and for the purpose of showing as you saj' " the position

and distances which the stamps will occupy." If you will be good enough to send the

impressions without being pasted on a prepared sheet, that will be enough, as we have

a sheet ready for the purpose.

I am, Dear Sir,

Very truly yours,

[Signed] JNO. LEDINGHAM.

J. B. Bacon, Esq.

(32)

69, Fleet Street ;

Feb. 27, 1840.

Dear Sir,

Your note of last evening was duly received and I have now the pleasure

of enclosing 35 rough impressions from the old die cut the exact size of the work, so

that if pasted upon a sheet they ought to be so done as to leave the same white

spaces between each that we left on the sheet I forwarded.

I am, &c., &c.,

[Signed] J. B. BACON.

John Ledingham, Esq.
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33)

Monday.

Dear Sir,

The Chancellor of the Exchequer showed nie on Satiu'day an autograph

letter from the Queen expressive of " high appreciation " of the stamp.

If Mr. Wise should be in town to-daj" can you let him know that I shall be glad

to see him.

Yours truly,

[Signed] R. HILL.

— Bacon, Esq.

[This letter is endorsed " Rowland Hill, 1840." The actual date it was sent was

March 2nd, 1840, which was a Monday, vide Appendix D (10).]

(34)

69, Fleet Street ;

March 3, 1840.

Dear Sir,

I have now the pleasure of enclosing impressions from the blank die in 4

colours as promised and will give you the Proofs of the real die when I get it. The

account has been sent in for the 1,600 prints for the Review at £2 i6s. od. for the

whole, which is much less than I told you.

I am, &c., &c.,

[Signed] J. B. BACON.

H. Cole, Esq.,

3, Whitehall Place.

Size of plates.

No lithographic plates to be used.

HoNBLE Sir,

(35)

1

[This is in pencil].

No. 69, Fleet Street ;

nth March, 1840.

In consequence of your suggestion at the interview with which you

honoured our Mr. Bacon yesterday we have examined the calculations on which our

estimate of the 24th ulto. for the supply of the Adhesive Stamps was founded, as

also the reasons you advanced why we should reduce our price and we regret to say

that having before making our estimate in the first instance calculated our expenses
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in the most accurate manner possible previous to having experience in working the

Plan, and from those calculations having naiiitd the lowest possible price, we are

unable to reduce it below seven pence per thousand, at least for the first year, but as

the quantity required may prove greater than is now supposed ;—as we may make the

plates faster ;—as they may take a greater number of impressions before wearing ;

—

and as wc may be able to print a larger number from each Press per day than we anti-

cipate ; as any, or all, these results may turn out in practice, wc will pledge ourselves

to reduce the price as mucii under sixpence after the first year as these results will

justify, antl u'liatever our experience may prove in the other particulars, wc will produce

them after the first year at five pence per thousand provided the quantity wanted

should prove to be 400,000 stamps or more per day.

We have no objection to give our personal Bond (and Messrs. Glyn, Hallifax and

Co., our Bankers, will doubtless satisfy you that it will be a safe one) in a penalty 0/

any Amount in case oj our misconduct, and of four or live times the Amount of such

Stamps, should an}^ ever be improperly taken from the Plates without our being

privy thereto, and you can have any number of your own Officers on the Premises

as additional security. Our first plate of 240 stamps will be ready for Press this week,

and we can have all the machinery ready for steady printing in twenty days from the

time of receiving an Order to proceed.

As you stated that you could get the work done by others for a much less price,

we trust we shall be excused for saying that our style being Copper Plate Printing

is in expense (whatever may be its other merits) entirely a different thing from letter

press, or Compound Printing and thinking the Government might be willing to adopt

one of those as sufficient for their purpose we did not even tender for the work, and

it was only after being applied to and having gi\"en a rough estimate at 6d. to 8d. per

thousand for the work, that we were directed by the Chancellor of the Exchequer to

proceed—we therefore have certainly taken no advantage, and indeed had we been

informed that our price was too high we should have proceeded no further in the

business ; but we would respectfully go much further and say, that without making

any allowance for the value of the combination of the machine pattern with the other

work ; the great importance of identity ; and the fact that each plate would require

some 12 months to engrave by any other Copperplate Printer or Engraver setting asiae

all these valuable considerations, no other house in England could furnish you with

the mere vignette alone, equally well engraved as ours, at 7s. per thousand instead of

yd. and even if done by any system of compound printing now in practice we believe

it would not be much under our price.

We have the honor to subscribe ourselves,

Honble. Sir,

Very respectfully.

Your obedient servants,

[Signed] PERKINS, BACON & PETCH.

To THE Honble. the Chairman of the

Commissioners of Stamps and Taxes.
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[Pencilled below signature.]

The Board to haw an Inspector on the premises. The premises to be separated

and locked by both parties.

As to gum a specimen to be shown, and if approved, kept as sample.

(36)

Messrs. Perkins, Bacon & Petch present their respectful compliments to Mr.

Wickham and have the honour of forwarding herewith a proof of the Die intended for

the adhesive stamps, as requested.

69, Fleet Street ;

March 13, 1840.

H. L. Wickham, Esq.

(37)

No. 69, Fleet Street ;

i6th March, 1840.

HoNBLE. Sir,

The Die for the proposed adhesive Stamps being now ready we have the

honor hereby to offer to prepare the plates and all the apparatus (and premises

exclusively devoted to the business) necessary for the penny and twopenny adhesive

stamps, to print any number per day that may be required, to dry and press them,

including every expense of drawings, original dies, plates and printing, and to cover

them ready for use, with such gum as shall be approved of by your Honor and deliver

them in any part of the metropolis ready for use for a period of twelve calendar months

at the price of sevenpence halfpenny per thousand complete stamps, the paper only to

be furnished by the Government and the whole work to be done in rooms separated

from others and entirely devoted to these purposes under the regulations and instruc-

tions of your Honblc. Board—it being understood that they shall not be such as to

lessen the usual hours and quantity of work—to have a Government Inspector upon

the Premises, to have locks with duplicate keys, one to be kept by each part}' and

a specimen of the gumming to be shown, and when approved of by your Honor to

be kept as a sample pattern always to be followed thereafter. The machinery and

fitting of the rooms, &c., which is to be done at our own expense shall be all ready

so as to commence printing in twenty days from this date and in thirty days (should

we not be delayed for paper) we can begin to deliver at the rate of 300,000 per day

if wanted and in two months from this date increase it to any requisite quantity

whatever. Although we are willing to print in any practicable color, we most strongly

advise the penny stamp to be printed in black ink as beyond all comparison superior

to any other for steel plate engraving. Although we are unable to reduce our price
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below sevenpence halfpenny, al least for the first year, still as the quantity required

may prove greater than is now supposed ; as we may make the plates faster ; as they

may take a greater number of impressions before wearing ; and as we may be able to

print a larger number from each jjress per day than we now anticipate ; as more satis-

factory evidence will be had upon all these points in practice we pledge ourselves to

reduce the price to sixpence halfpenny after the first year at all events and as much
under this price as the results above named will justify, and whatever our experience

may prove in the other particulars, we will produce them after the first year at fivepence

halfpenny per thousand, provided the quantity wanted should prove to be 400,000

stamps or upwards p. day.

We will give our personal Bond (and Messrs. Glyn, Hallifax & Co., our Bankers,

will doubtless satisfy you that it will be a safe one) in a penalty of any amount in

case of our misconduct and of five times the amount of such stamps should any ever

be improperly taken from the plates without our being privy thereto and you can

have any number of your own officers on the premises as additional security.

The above we believe embrace all the points agreed upon at the interview with

which you honoured us on Saturday.

We have the honor to be,

Hon.ble Sirs,

Very respectfully your humble servants,

[Signed] PERK; INS, BACON & FETCH.

to the honble. the chairman of the

Commissioners of Stamps and Taxes.

(38)

Messrs. Perkins, Bacon & Petch present their compliments to Mr. Phillips and

have the pleasure of enclosing 6 impressions marked No. i and 6 ditto marked No. 2

of red ink which they think he cannot extract \vithout taking away paper also. They

are still endeavouring to get a different and lighter colour. Mr. Taylor's ink they

have taken out as well as all other black ink which thej^ have attempted.

69, Fleet Street
;

March 13, 1840.

(39)

Stamps & Taxes

20th March, 1840.

We whose names are hereunto subscribed, being Commissioners of Stamps and

Taxes, do in pursuance of the powers and authorities vested in us, hereby authorize

c
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and direct you to i)rcpare a Die or Plate to be used for expressing and denoting the

Stamp Duty of One Penny payable on the Postage of Letters under and by virtue

of an Act passed in the Third Year of Her Majesty's Reign for the further regulation

of the Duties on Postage.

[Signed] HENRY L. WICKHAM.

C. P. RUSHWORTH.

H. SEYMOUR MONTAGUE.

To Messieurs Joshua Butters Bacon

AND Henry Petch.

(40)

Stamps and Taxes.

20th March, 1840.

We whose names are hereunto subscribed, being Commissioners of Stamps and

Taxes, do in pursuance of the powers and authorities vested in us, hereby authorize

and direct you to prepare a Die or Plate to be used for expressing and denoting the

Stamp Duty of Twopence payable on the Postage of Letters under and by virtue of

an Act passed in the Third Year of Her Majesty's Reign, for the further regulation of

the Duties on Postage.

[Signed]

To Messieurs Joshua Butters Bacon
AND Henry Petcii.

HENRY L. WICKHAM.

C. P. RUSHWORTH.

H. SEYMOUR MONTAGUE.

(41)

Dear Charles,

69, Fleet Street ;

March 21, 1840.

I send you herewith a Queen's head laid down for the 2d. die—the back-

ground has been re-entered and therefore will not require to be touched. I need

not tell you that it is very material for us to get the die completed as early as possible.

I remain, &c., &c.,

[Signed] H. PETCH.

C. Heath, Esq.
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(42)

Mem. for Mr. Bacon.

In tlic margin to the plates insert the following inscription—if possible once at

each end and twice on each side of the plate :

—

(On sheet of penny labels) Price—-id. per label— i - per row of i2^-£i per sheet.

(On the sheet of 2d. labels) Price—2d. per label—2 - per row of I2

—

ijz per sheet.

(On each kind following the price) " Place the label above the address and towards

the right hand side of the letter. In wettmg the back be careful not to remove the

Cement."

One plate of penny and one of twopenny stamps will be required to supply the

Government Offices. They are to be distinguished from those used by the public

by inserting V.R. in place of the ornaments in the upper corners.

[Signed] R. HILL.

March 26th, 1840. Mr. Bacon will please to supply a pencil sketch of the in-

scription.

(43)

I shall be glad to see the sketch of the legend for the plates.

Downing Str. ;

Mar. 31 [1840].

Dear Sir,

When can you let me see a proof, on plain paper if the other is not ready,

of a sheet of penny stamps ?

When will the twopenny stamp be ready ?

We are becoming exceedingly impatient.

Yours truly,

[Signed] R. HILL.

— Bacon, Esq.

[This letter is endorsed " Mar. 31, 1840."]

(44)

69, Fleet Street ;

April I, 1840.

Dear Sir,

Your note of yesterday is at hand and in reply I beg to say that one plate

of stamps for the pubUc is ready and waiting only for the private letters and the legend

to surround the plate ; and another plate for the Government stamps is partly done
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and will be complete this week and a third for the public will be due next week. The

sketch for the legend I shall have the honour of submitting to you this day and which

can be cngraV'Cd on the plates in a week after approval. On reflection we have deter-

mined to adopt punches made on purpose for the private letters in each stamp and

they are promised us on Friday next.

Mr. Heath has also promised the twopenny die on that day, and although we

have much to do, we have not a doubt but we shall be ready before the Paper.

I am, &c., &c.,

[Signed] JOSHUA B. BACON.

R. Hill, Esq.

(45)

Dear Sir,

T have returned the Die by the bearer and hope to have it finished in the morning.

Yours, &c., &c.,

[Signed] J. B. BACON.

C. Heath, Esq. April 6, 1840.

(46)

69, Fleet Street
;

April 8th, 1840.

Dear Sir,

We have the pleasure to say that both the penny and the two penny

stamp dies are now ready, and can be delivered up to the Honorable Commissioners

and received back again if such a course is thought best.

We are dear Sir very respectfully,

[Signed] PERKINS, BACON & PETCH.

E. Hill, Esq.

(47)

Gg, Fleet Street
;

April 9th, 1840.

Sir,

We beg to inform you that the first plate of 240 stamps from the two penny

die will be ready if wc are not delayed in 15 days, and the second plate in 25 days

from the present tinu. The penny and twopenny stamps original dies are both
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completed and ready to go through the form of being delivered up and received back

again for working. One plate for the public for the penny stamps is entirely ready,

and one for the public offices is nearly ready for press and another for the public is

in course of preparation ; and if paper is received we shall be ready to commence

printing on Monday next, but it is proper to state that the first two or 3 days will be

principally occupied in getting the bearings of the presses (they being new), and in

settUng in and ascertaining the proper pinch, etc., for the plates.

[Signed] PERKINS, BACON & FETCH.

Chas. Pressly, Esq.,

Secretary Commissioners of Stamps.

(48)

Stamps & T.-^xes.

April 10, 1840.

Sir,

I have laid before the Board your letter of the 9th instant, stating the progress

which you have made in the preparation of the plates for impressing the label pos-

tage Stamps, and I am to request, that you will bring to the Board this day, the plate

for the penny stamp, which you state is now ready for use.

I am,

Sir,

Your obedt. Srvt.,

[Signed] CHA. PRESSLY.

Messrs. Perkins, & Bacon,

69, Fleet Street.

(49)

ir. Downing Street
;

April II 40.

Dear Sir,

Mr. Hill wishes to have another proof of the Sheet of Penny Stamps on

Stacey Wise's paper (if you can) or on paper such as you sent the other.

If you wish it Mr. Hill will return it to you on Monday.

Yours very truly,

[Signed] JNO. LEDINGHAJI.

J. Bacon, Esq.
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(50)

69, Fleet Street ;

April nth, 1840.

Dear Sir,

Agreeably to your request communicated through ilr. Ledingham I have

the honor of enclosing a sheet of the penny stamps on Mr. Wise's paper, by which

you will see that the Crowns in the watermark come so admirably as to pay us for all

the trouble in preparing them. The impression is not pertect, nor can I have one

that is so until we have been a day or two at work. I must beg its return to me

by Monday at 12 o'clock, as I have only yet tried four sheets of paper, all of which

must return the Comr. of Stamps at that time.

I am, &c., &c.,

[Signed] J. B. BACON.

R. Hill, Esq.

(51)

69, Fleet Street
;

April i2th, 1840.

Dear Sir,

As the adhesive stamp for the Penny Postage is now dcfinitelj' settled, I beg

your ace ptance of a proof impression from the die, and to express my thanks for

your great kindness in procuring me one, and loaning me also other medals to assist

us in the drawing.

I am, &c., &c.,

[Signed] JOSHUA B. BACON.
— Marriott, Esq.

(52)

Ap. 17 1840.

Gentm.,

If you run short of paper I think you should cease printing the VR plate at

once as there is less pressure for that than for the other and it is possible you may

be disappointed in the paper in the morning. If you think it unadvisable to work

all night, send me word to Clowes's as soon as you can and I will call at any hour to

lock up the plates (not later than half past nine o'clock). I must know soon how-

ever.

I am. Yours truly,

[Signed] EDWIN HILL.

Messrs. Perkins, Bacon & Co.
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(53

69, Fleet Street
;

April 18, 1840.

Dear Sir,

I have the pleasure of sending herewith, the Proof of the Penny Postage Stamp
and regret having been prevented by the hurry of an unusual pressure of business

from attending to it sooner.

1 am, &c., &c.,

[Signed] JOSHUA B. BACOX.
Hy. Cole, Esq.

(54)

69, Fleet Street ,

April 18, 1840.

Dear Sir,

1 have herewith the pleasure of sending by order of the Chairman of

The Commissioners of Stamps and Taxes one sheet of the public, and one sheet of

the Pubhc Offices Penny stamps printed and gummed as they are to be issued.

I have also the pleasure of sending two small pots of red ink similar to that

from which you tried specimens, the price of which would be five shillings and six-

pence per pound.

I have the honour, &c., &c.,

[Signed] JOSHUA B. BACON

for self and partners.

Rowland Hill, Esq.,

Treasury.

(55;

II, Downing Street :

April 2ist, 1840.

Dear Sir,

1 beg to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the i8th inst. trans

mitting two sheets of gummed labels and also two small pots of red ink.

Yours very truly,

[Signed] ROWLAND HILL.

J. B. B.ACox, Esq.]
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(56)

Stps. & Taxes.

Ap. 30, 1840.

Dear Sir,

Please to send 13 sheets of the Official stamps by bearer gummed or not.

They are merely for samples for the Post Office.

Please to go on gumming the public stps and leave the Official till orders. We
shall want 2d. public stamps for sale as early as possible.

Print as soon as ready without waiting for further directions.

Yours,

[Signed] E. HILL.

— Bacon, Esq.

(57)

69, Fleet Street
;

April 30th, 1840.

In consequence of a note from Mr. Edwin ffill wt> luac herewith the honour of

sending you thirteen sheets of Official Penny stamps for samples for the Post Office,

not gummed.

We are, &c., &c.,

[Signed] BACON & PETCH.

C. Pressly, Esq.

(58)

Messrs. Bacon & Co.,

Be good enough to send by the Bearer the specimens that were taken

on Saturday.

[Signed] J. PINN'CY.

Stamps & Taxes.

4th May, 1840.

(59)

Jlr. Bacon presents his compHments to Mr. Pinncy and has sent the Public two

penny sheet marked on Saturdaj? by Mr. Pressly, but the sheet from the Official id.

stamp then taken cannot be sent for an hour or two as our man mixed it with all

Saturday's work and every sheet must be examined to find it.

69, Fleet Street
;

May 4th, 1840.
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(60)

S. & T.

May 5th, 1840.

Dear Sirs,

Please to send by bearer 18 sheets 2d. stamps for the Post Office ungummed

will do. The proper warrant will be sent to you by ilr. Allen as soon as prepared.

Yours truly,

LSigned] EDWIN HILL.

Messrs. Perkins, Bacon & Co.,

(61)

Messrs. Perkins, Bacon & Petch present their compliments to Mr. E. Hill and

have sent eighteen sheets of the two penny stamp sheets (imperfectly gummed), for

the Post Office, as they could not send others without interfering with to-day's

deUvery.

69, Fleet Street ;

May 5th, 1840.

(62)

69, Fleet Street ;

9th May, 1840.

Sir,

From what passed in the conversation between you and our Mr. Bacon yester-

day we fear you quite misunderstood his reluctance to continue nightwork upon

the Postage Labels and trust we shall be excused for stating our views in writing,

when you can the better judge of their prudence and fairness. After making the

best calculations in our power we entered into a Contract with your Honble Board

to deliver 1250 sheets or 300,000 Postage labels per day, from the 21st April, for

two months and any number which might be required thereafter.

In consequence of being disappointed by our workmen in preparing the work-

shops, presses, &c., and the loss of time in getting accustomed to the gununing, we

did not get under way as early as we anticipated, and in order that Government

should not be delayed from such causes we have voluntarily worked night and day

up to this time, although attended with an extra expense to us on the Printing of

Fifty per Cent. For this expense we never made nor intended to make any claim ;

but we have now more than delivered the stipulated quantity—the following being

a correct statement to the present time.
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From 2 1st April to gth May is i8 days.

Deduct 2 days waiting for paper

and 2 Sundays 4

leaves 14 days @ 1,250 shts. per day. 17,500

shts. due.

We liave delivered 16,639

and have waited until a perfect ream is

ready 1,000 spoilt^ 17,639

being over the contract 139 sheets.

From this time until the end of the 2 months we can deliver th'^ 1250 sheets per

day without nightwork and will do our best (and we think successfully) to deliver

1500 per day during that time, but we object to continue the night work for two

reasons :

—

1st.—Because it is required of us owing to an unlocked for demand upon your

Honble Board for labels, and not from any failure of our own to meet our

engagements, and if we arc put to an e.xtra expense to do more than we ever

agreed to it appears but reasonable that such extra expense should fall upon

you and not upon us ; but the 2nd, and far the most weighty objection is,

that we purposelj' stipulated for but 1250 sheets per day for 2 months,

in order that during that 2 months we might accumulate a stock of plates

to enable us to meet any possible demand thereafter—whereas if we con-

tinue to work night and day now we shall wear out twice the quantity

of plates that we had any right to expect, and then after the 2 months

be unable to increase our supply whatever might be your wants, although

we should have a Bond, with £5,000 penalty for not doing so, standing

against us. This we deem to be a very serious consideration, and with

the greatest deference we would submit, whether it is not better to confine

the supply for a few weeks to London than by prematurely extending

it to risk a breakdown. However having stated as briefly as possible

the reasons which we think ought to fully justify us with your Honble

Board for the course we propose to take, we beg to state that we are

ready to continue night work and to supply during the two months 2,250

sheets per day, we being paid in addition to our contract price the sum of 3d.

per thousand labels upon all that we shall deliver over 300,000 per day,

and receiving from your Honble Board in writing a discharge from any

Penalty we are now subject to in case we fail to increase our deliveries,

even if wanted for two months after we shall be ordered to cease night

work.

We are, Sir very respectfull}',

Your obedient servants,

[Signed] PERKINS, BACON & PETCH.

Chas. Pressly, Esq.
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(63)

69, Fleet Street ;

gth May, 1840.

Sir,

The statement we had the honor of handing you this day, we regret to say was

erroneous in two particulars, owing to the haste in which it was prepared.

1st. The labels delivered were said to be 16,639, whereas they are in reality

18,139, making 1639 o^^r o^'^ Contract, instead of 139, and

2nd. The extra expense of night work would be one penny halfpenny per thou-

sand labels instead of threepence as there stated. With these excep-

tions our letter is correct and the more we reflect the more we are of

opinion that the night work had better be discontinued.

We have the honor to be,

Sir,

Very respectfully.

Your obedient servants,

[Signed] PERKINS, BACON & FETCH.

H. L. WiCKHAM, Esq.

(64)

Messrs. Perkins, Bacon & Fetch present their compliments to Mr. Pressly, and

have the pleasure of handing him herewith the impressions of the Official and 3rd

Public Postage Label plates, which he saw taken on Saturday last.

'

No. 69, Fleet Street ;

May II, 1840.

(65)

69, Fleet Street
;

May 14, 1840.

Dej\r Sir,

\\'e have the pleasure of enclosing a specimen of vegetable printing as requested

by you, and beg to say that by applying chloride of lime or bleaching liquid to it the

colour would be destroyed so that it cannot be restored again. But there are several

mild agents which may be applied to it without destrojing the colour, although for

• That is May 9th.
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the purpose for which it is now used (viz., preventing alterations of checks), it is quite

safe.

We do not rcconuucnd any vegetable colour for printing the labels, as it is Uablc

to many objections, among which is the price of the article, and we believe will furnish

no security for the purpose intended, which cannot be got in some other way.

We are, etc., etc.,

[Signed] PERKINS, BACON & FETCH.

Rowland Hill, Esq.

(66)

69, Fleet Street ;

June 4th, 1840.

Dear Sir,

I have now the pleasure of enclosing you some stamps in Pink which I think

is tlic best for colour and for printing of any we have yet produced and which will

probably stand your test as well as any. I also send one in the Black ink we are

now using, but wet in the solution, it is all the safer for wetting, but not so good as

the Pink.

1 am dear Sir very respectfully.

Your humble .servant,

[Signedl J. B. BACON.

R. Phillips, Esq.

6, Craig's Court.

(67)

II, Downing St.

15 June, 1840.

Dear Sir,

Will you be good enough to obliterate the 2 enclosed stamps with your

prepared ink and return them. I have sent the Post Office stamp for the purpose.

If you could get them ready by the time the messenger returns from the City, so that

he could bring them back, I should be very much obliged to you.

I am, Dear, Sir,

Yours very truly,

[Signed] JNO. LEDINGHAM.

J. B. Bacon, Esq.
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(68)

69, Fleet Street ;

June 15, iS-jo.

Dear Sir,

You sent me the brass stamp which does not work as well as that of wood,

neither did you explain which of the 5 kinds of obliterating ink you wished used. I

have therefore put B & A upon the upper and No. i June nth upon the lower labels,

and am, &c., &c.,

[Signed] J. B. BACON.

J. Ledingham, Esq.

of Downing Street.

(f>9)

Mr. Bacon presents his compliments to ilr. Hill and has the pleasure of returning

the 18 letter covers with the obhterating matter " B & A " upon 9, & " No. i June

nth," upon 9 more of them and all have been put indiscriminately together, indeed

if any greater drying quality was wanted it could easily be so prepared. Mr. B. would

remark that the paper on which these stamps are placed is as weak as could be pro-

cured.

69, Fleet Street :

June 17th, 1840.

(69a)

Norwich, i6th June, 1840.

Sir,

The remarks I wished to make on the postage covers principally amount to

objections to their use.

1st. The cost of the paper and printing must amount to a serious percentage

on the revenue derived from those letters franked by them.

and. The Engraving is easily forged, and hues might be ruled on the inside so

nearly to resemble the appearance of the threads on the outside as to deceive those

employed at the post offices.

3rd. As an emblematic engraving was chosen, surely it might have been executed

in a style that would have done credit to the present art of engraving in this country,

and with deference I would say, that for a national object, the highest national talent

should have been employed ; the cost of a splendid steel engraving, which would

have multiplied facsimilics ad infinitum, would eventually not have cost more than
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the present one, and would at the same time liave been considerably more difficult

and costly to forge, and if forged, more easily detected ; the only tiling to recom-

mend the present one is that letter-press is cheaper than plate printing.

4th. That unless it is compulsory on the public to use either stamps, or cavers,

I am of opinion that very few covers will be used, first, because the booksellers charge

a profit on them, it being difficult to procure them in villages and small towns from

the stamp office ; secondly, because they are more troublesome than the stamps, and

tliirdly, because they would frequently increase the rate of postage. Enclosed are

the four stamps you sent me, you will perceive that the cancelling ink is not removed

entirely from either of them, neither do I now think it possible to do so except when

very slightly marked,—without at the same time materially injuring the stamp

itself, and it may therefore obviate the necessity of any other change, save that re-

quired to prevent forgery, and that perhaps will not be necessary until it is attempted
;

Turpentine instead of removing the ink appears to fix it, the stamp marked MG was

first steeped in turpentine and afterwards subjected to the same process as the one

marked ME.

Will you have the kindness to favour me with your opinion of my suggestion, of

a self-registering-stamping machine for the post offices, to supersede, or be used in

conjunction with the present stamps and covers ?

1 am, etc., etc.,

[Signed] F. HAM.

Rowland Hill, Esqre.

Treasury.

[The letter bears the Treasury number " 1026 " and across one corner is written :

" Thanked. Misstatements corrected—referred Evidence abt. the stamping machine.

H. C."[ole]

(70)

Dear Sir,

Mr. Hill has succeeded in taking out our obliterating stamp on all that

he tried within 2 days, but failed in those which had remained longer, he has left me

some here which I must try, and return him to-morrow morning, will you therefore

be here as soon after 10 o'clock as you can, as it requires some consideration how to

mix it.

Yours, etc., etc.,

[Signed] J. B. BACON.

Monday,

June 22, 1840.

J. H. Fisher, Esq.
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(71)

69, Fleet Street
;

June 23, 1840.

Dear Sir,

We beg now to return you the 18 letters of Postagi? Stamps, which Mr.

Ledingham left with us yesterday, that had been rubbed and as far as practicable

defaced, but in consequence of seeing these we have only stamped three of the 6

fresh ones, which he left with us, with a rather stronger preparation, and which we

also now return, and shall send the remaining three to-morrow with an alteration

in the preparation suggested by what you have done.

We have etc., etc.,

[Signed] PERKINS, BACON & FETCH.

R. Hill, Esq.

(72)

No. 69, Fleet Street,

2nd July, 1840.

Sir,

In compliance with your request we beg to say that we should be ready if

required to supply any quantity of obliterating ink similar to that used for the stamps

sent you marked, " No i June 11 " afterwards somewiiat improved at a price not

under six nor exceeding seven shillings per lb. made ready for use. It is composed

of several ingredients, and we cannot on the small scale in which we have at present

prepared it, determine accurately w^hat would be its cost on a large one, but we are

willing to bind ourselves to 7 - and give the advantage of any reduction that more

experience may justify.

We have the honor, etc.,

[Signed] PERKINS, BACON & FETCH.

Rowland Hill, Esq.

(73)

ilr. R. Hill presents his compts. to Jlr. Bacon and would be obhged if ilr. Bacon

could let him have, by the bearer, a little of his peculiar obliterating ink, either of the

sorts will answer Mr. Hill's purpose.

II, Downing St.

21 July, 40.
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(74)

Mr. Bacon presents his compliments to Mr. Hill and has sent him a small quantity

of one of the obliterating inks which he tried for him some days back.

69, Fleet Street
;

July 21, 1840.

(75)

Mr. Bacon presents his respectful compliments to Mr. Hill and has the pleasure

of sending some obliterating ink as j)romised yesterday and whicli should be used

with a wooden stamp.

69, Fleet Street
;

July 22nd, 1840.

(76)

II, Downing St.

5th Augt., 1840.

Dear Sir,

1 am directed by Mr. Hill to transmit tlie enclosed letter for your perusal,

after which please to return it.

The two Postage Stamps mentioned in it (one of which has been lost) were ob-

literated with the ink I last received from you.

Yours very truly,

. [Signed] JNO. LEDINGHAM.

J. Bacon, Esq.

(77)

II, Clare Street,

Dublin ;

July 24th, 1840.

Sir,

I return you two of the last stamps with which you favored me, with the

obliteration in red acid ink. I have removed the obhteration perfectly. One of

them marked on the back " best " has its ground as black as ever, for I used more

care in preserving it, and its finest lines are preserved. I find that practice is as

necessary in this art as in any other, and tells with as much effect.
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You mention an apprehension, grounded on the disparity of the two inks, in

which Mr. Phillips participates, and you request my opinion. The reasons you assign

are no doubt in general sound, and consonant with experience. In the present case,

however, I would have less fears, for reasons which 1 will hereafter explain.

But as you seem inclined to the principle of coincitlence of properties, why not

at once assume identity of composition, provided that priority of application to the

paper shall not give to one a permanence which the other would not possess.

Acting on this principle I have contrived an ink, which I believe to be possessed

of the following qualities—it is hard, will not rub off, nor soil other paper rubbed to

it more than copperplate printers common ink would do ; it will show out the finest

lines, be they ever so close together, it will bear a shower of rain without very much

injury
;
yet it will wash out of the paper and blot all the parts over which it has been

washed ; its colour is sufficiently intense. When the same ink is used for cancelling,

and is stamped on with a rather clumsy cypher, it will hv dry in five minutes or less,

and if means be applied to wash out the cancel, the stamp will go first. I send you

specimens on which you can make a trial. No. i is ink of this kind merely black—Xo.

2 is ink of the same kind, hluc-black—No. 3 is an impression of the same plate in

common oil ink, such as copperplate printers use ; its object is to show how little the

engraving suffers by the use of my ink—Nos. 4 and 5, are the blue-black ink, can-

celled by the same ink the plate is printed with. If you pour water on these, and

rub them with a sponge or with your finger I tliink you will find it impracticable to

remove the cancel without the stamp.

Much is yet to be ascertained about the paper and the nature of the engraving

as to tracery and subject. Tlie method of printing I find must be different. But

there is no real difficulty to be encountered. The stamps which I sent on the 23rd,

I printed in relief, because in this way the ink takes much less hold of the paper. It

was clumsily done as I had no good means for printing it, but a beautiful and difficultly

imitable cut could be produced in relief on metal, and the impressions could be

nuiltiplicd ad infinitum by means known to me and all exactly the same.

I do not think the prints which I send you can fade when exposed to the fight.

I have the honor etc.,

[Signed] M. DONOVAN.

(78)

II, Downing St.
;

8 Augt. 1840.

Dear Sir,

Mr. Hill will be obliged by your returning Mr. Dunovan's {sic) letter, which was

referred to you on the 5th inst., and if you have any remarks to make on it Mr. Hill

will be happy to receive them.

Yours very truh',

J. Bacon, Esq.
.
[Signed] JNO. LEDINGHAM.
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(79)

69, Fleet Street
;

8th August, 1840.

Sir.

I beg to acknowledge receipt of a note from Mr. Ledingham, written by your

directions, dated the 5th inst., and enclosing a letter from a Mr. Donovan, 11, Clare

Street, Dublin, togctlicr witli a Postage Stamp, which had been subjected to experi-

ments after being obliterated with ink rec(i\'ed from our Finn, and also five im-

pressions of " hand in hand " engraving, printed in ink of vegetable or fugitive charac-

ter, except one which is said to be in oil, and all of them upon plate or soft paper.

Upon all these I beg to offer the following observations :

—

ist. I differ entirely from the writer of the letter when he says, " the stamp

returned has its ground as black as ever, and its finest lines are preserved," to me it

carried on its front the appearance of having been tampered with, and both face and

lines are considerably defaced, but if you think otherwise I can only express my regret

that we have not been able to hit upon something more effective, as we have exhausted

our means—unless Mr. D. is willing to state what means he made use of to remove

the ink and then it may be, we can better guard against it.

2nd. Mr. Donovan has sent 5 impressions printed upon Plate Paper, and then

observes on these " you can make the trial," whether he is ignorant that plate paper

cannot be used with gum, and consequently no trial can be made of the samples he

has sent, or whether he supposes the parties to whom they are sent are tluis ignorant

I am unable to state, but this much I can say, that being so printed not one of the

qualities he has named can be correctly ascertained.

3rd. But assuming that he had printed his impressions (as he ought to have

done), upon hard paper, and that every syllable of what he says proved true, even

then he will have arrived at exactly the same stage at which we stopped some months

back, when we gave you specimens of a fugitive ink which had all the qualities he

speaks of, and with which you expressed your satisfaction, only you wished if possible

to avoid changing the colours at first adopted.

4th. Supposing our fugitive ink were used nothing could be easier than to

obliterate the stamp most effectually.

5th. He says, in the close of his letter, " I do not think the prints which I send

3'ou can fade when exposed to the light," in this (if the}' possess the other qualities

he describes) he is mistaken, altho' they may not fade a great deal, as minerals are

the only fast colours.

6th. His allusion to " Stamps sent on the 23rd, printed in relief " and to a " Cut

to be produced in relief on metal, difficult of imitation " is so imperfect witliout a key

to what is meant that I can only be expected to pass it over in silence.

In conclusion I beg to say that no experiments ha\'e been made or attempted

on the specimens, because when we found they were upon soft paper we knew that

whatever might be the result it would prove just nothing.

I have the honor etc.,

Rowland Hill, Esq. [Signed] J. B. BACON.



APPENDIX C. 5t

(80)

A master chymist in this town, a short time ago, by means of a chymical applica-

tion, which of course he has not made known, completely succeeded in obliterating

the Post-Office mark on the profile of Her Majestj'. Thinking that the discovery

might be of importance to Government, he immediately communicated the fact to

the General Post-Office, enclosing in his letter one of the profiles from which he had

obliterated the Post-Office mark. In the course of a few days he received a com-

munication from one of the officials in the General Post-Office, not very remarkable

for its courtesy, informing him that he had not succeeded in obliterating the Post-

office mark, and that the profile sent to the General Post-office, if used a second time,

would be detected by any postmaster in the kingdom.

Anxious to open the eyes of the obstinate to conviction our townsman took two

of the profiles from the letters, which had passed through the Post-office, obliterated

the post-mark from both, WTote again to the Post-office authorities, enclosing one of

the profiles for their inspection and actually franked the letter he sent them with

the other. This letter he caused to be posted by a friend in Liverpool, and the post-

master of that town did not discover the fraud, for the obliteration was so complete

as to render detection impossible. The letter, which reached its destination, con-

tained a recipe for the obliteration, in order that the Post-ofifice authorities might

convince themselves that the destruction of their bungling tattooing was practicable.

What steps will be taken by the Postmaster-General in this affair remains to be seen

—whether they will try some new method of tattooing the Royal profile, or whether

they will choose to risk the liability of fraud, or adhere in future entirely to the Mul-

ready system of franking with covers, which is certainly less liable to abuse than

that of the Post-office stamp. Cumberland Packet.

" The Times." August 3, 1S40.

(8r)

II, Downing St. ;

12 Augt. 1840.

Dear Sir,

I have sent all that we have left of Mr. Parsons's ink and hope there will

be sufficient for your purpose.

I am dear Sir,

Yours very truly,

[Signed] JNO. LEDINGHAM.

J. Bacon, Esq.
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(82)

69, Fleet Street ;

Aug. 18, 1840.

Sir,

We have tried the ink sont us hist week and find we can effectually take it

out of paper on whicli it has been impressed ; and we have made two new inks one,

if not both, of which we think will prove effectual. The ink you sent us would have

to be altered before it could be generally used, as after a few impressions it drys up

too fast.

We are &c., &c.,

[Signed] PERKINS, B.\COX & PETCH.

R. Hill, Esq.

(83)

Immediate.

II, Downing Street ;

22 Aug. 1841).

Dear Sir,

Will you have the kindness to forward the enclosed with such a quantity

of your ink as may be required for trying the experiment of stamping, and ^\•ith

directions for use—as respects fluidity, &c. !Mr. Hill will be glad if you will give

this matter your immediate attention.

I am dear Sir,

Yours truly,

[Signed] HENRY COLE.

F. Bacon, Esq.

(84)

If you have no objection to tell the ingredients, please do so. H. C.

Dear Sir,

Please send me some of the last ink for obliteration about which you

wrote to Mr. Hill by the bearer if possible, if not as soon as possible.

Yours truly,

LSignedj HENRY COLE.

Downing Street
;

Saturday,

F. Bacon, Esq. [Endorsed " 22nd Augt. 1840."]
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[ ? August 1840] [Sent to J. B. Bacon by R. Hill.]

Extract from a letter to the Lords of the Treasury.

" In reply to your Lordships' favor of the 13th inst. I beg to say that the red

ink mark was removed from the Post-Office Stamp I forwarded to j'our Lordships by

first boiling it in a solution of caustic potash to remove the oil, and then immersing

it in a strong solution of chloride of lime, which latter entirely destroyed the red mark
in about one minute. I find also that Turpentine and slight friction will remove it,

though not nearly so well and requires care.

Should the present Adhesive Stamp be persevered in, allow me to suggest to your

Lordships an improvement which will prevent their being used a second time, viz.,

to hav-e the engraving in an ink of a color that can easily be destro\'ed, and the Post

Office mark in a Carbonic ink (black printers ink for instance), should this alteration

be adopted it would also remove the necessity for a distinct stamp at the Post Of&ce

for the usual one with the date (or the two combined) might be put upon it and save

both time and labour."

(86)

[August 23rd, 1840J

The obliterating stamp is to be changed to Black letterpress Printers Ink and

remain so for a long time.

We arc to produce several shades of Blue and Brown, approaching a Pink Ink

for Printing the Postage Stamps.

1st In fugitive Ink printed with oil.

2nd In fugitive Ink printed without oil.

3rd In fugitive Ink printed with oil and dipped in Prussiate of Potash.

4th do do with Prussiate of Potash mixed with the colour

and common wetting.

5th In fugitive Ink printed witliout Oil, dipped in Prussiate of Potash.

6th In fugitive Ink printed without Oil, with Prussiate of Potash mixed witli

the colour and common wetting.

Avoid Creosote & Turpentine.

(87)

69, Fleet Street
;

Aug. 23rd, 1^40.

4 o'clock.

Dear Sir,

On my way from you to-day I had business with Mr. Pressly, and was

astonished at hearing from him that by orders from you we were to stop printing
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the Postage Stamps, and which we have agreed to do to-morrow unless wo hear

from him to the contrary. We understood there has been an order in town, from

Ireland 2 or 3 days, which will take within 2400 sheets of all that we have delivered,

including a large delivery this day, and my firm conviction is that if now stopped

the Government will come to a dead stand still in supplying the public some time

before any new colours, this day agreed to be tried, can be experimented upon and

put in a course of printing. We have no objection to putting some men upon other

work, and whenever you please ordering the same number (say to printers) back

again to the Postage Stamps ; but should the public apply for stamps and find none

and the Press set up a cry of mismanagement, wc do and shall object to its being

charged upon us ; as we have not a doubt of difficulties arising out of this measure.

I am, &c., &c.,

[Signed] JOSHUA B. BACON.

R. Hill, Esq.

(8S)

Dr. Sir,

Will you have the kindness to print immediately some imperfect stamps of

this colour and send them to Downing St., with a report of any reasons for or against

its adoption.

Your cancelling ink gets hard. It is necessary for Post Office purposes that it

should always be fluid.

Yrs. truly,

[Signed] HENRY COLE.

69, Fleet Street
;

24 Aug., 1840.

J. Bacon, Esq.

(89)

ilr. Rowland Hill presents his compliments to Mr. Bacon and requests him to go

on printing the labels as before until Mr. Hill has had an opportunity of conferring

with Mr. Pressly.

Downing Street
;

25th August, 1840.
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(90)

55

Mr. R. Hill presents his Compts. to Mr. Bacon and would be obliged if he could

let him have, at his earliest possible convenience, some stamps printed in aqueous

ink of the blue and brown colour fixed upon, as he is desirous of making further

experiments respecting obliteration.

II, Downing St.
;

Aug. 25 40.

(91)

69, Fleet Street
;

Aug. 28, 1840 ;

One o'clock.

Dear Sir,

I hav'c by Mr. Edwin Hill's request enclosed two samples of stamps in

blue of different shades and 2 of chocolate of different shades both-printed yesterday,

before you and Mr. R. Hill called at our office. I have numbered them with common
black letter-press ink, having no obliterating stamp to print over them, but I consider

the experiments now making by us will be more important for the object you ha\'e

in view than these are.

If possible I will send them to you to-morrow, but these experiments take much

more time to be done properly tlian persons unacquainted with the difficulties to be

overcome may imagine.

I am, &c., &c.,

[Signed] J. B. BACOX.
R. Phillips, Esq.

(92)

Saturday, 29TH Augt. [1840]

;

Craig's Court.

De.-vr Sir,

I return the enclosed as being of no manner of use—had j'ou sent all

the heads unstamped the supply would have been small, but to have only two of each

kind to operate and report upon, is what I really cannot undertake to perform.

I am utterly at a loss to conjecture why you marked the heads.

Yours truly,

^Signed] R. PHILLIPS.

J. B. BACON, Esq.

[Endorsed " 29th Augt. 1840."]
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(93)

69, Fleet Street ;

Sept. I, 1840 ;

Dear Sik,

W'v havT now the pluasiiri' of sending yi)u specimens of the Postage Label

for experimenting ujjon as follows :

—

Of the Pink Cast.

No. I

3

4

7

9

10

II

12

16

No. I

2

3

4

A
No. B

C

2 sheets 12 each or 24 stamps.

2

2

2

2

2

24

24

24

24

24

24

24

24

Of the Blue Cast.

2 sheets 12 each or 24 stamps.

2

2

2

3

3

3"

3

3

24

24

24

9

9

9

All the above of the same No. or letter are alike, but each No. or letter are in

some respects different from the others. Trusting here are sufficient for any e.xperi-

mcnts.

W'c are, &c., &c.,

[Signed] PERKINS, BACON & PETCH.

R. Phillips, Esq.

( 94

)

Mr. Bacon presents his respectful compliments to Mr. Hill and begs to hand him

Specimens of Blue stamps marked A. B. and C, which with those his brother took

to him this afternoon make all the prints sent Mr. Phillips and exhaust our powers of

producing fugitive colours which will print.

69, Fleet Street
;

Sept. I, 1S40.
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(95)

Within the last few days all labelled letters passing through the Post-office have

been stamped in black ink instead of red, a change which has been brought about in

consequence of a communication lately received by the Government from a scientific

chymist (who declines giv-ing his name), in which he explains the method of preparing

a comj^osition which will entirely annihilate the red stamp, reducing the labe' to its

original appearance ; but it only possesses this power over the red ink, the colouring

matter of the black ink being of such a nature as to resist the action of this com-

pound. In future the black will be substituted for the red.

" T/ie Times," Sept. 3rd, 1840.

( 96 )

69, Fleet Street
,

September 3rd, 1840.

Sir,

On the other side we have the pleasure of annexing impressions of the 16 kinds

of stamps which we have last made by your directions.

When you and Mr. Phillips have decided which you consider the best for use

—

we should recommend that the two best Blue and the two best red colours be tried

to the extent of several sheets, upon the actual Postage paper and guimued in the

usual way, and then obliterated with common black letter-press printers ink, when

we can tell you whether it will make any, and if any, what difference in the cost

over those at present in use. If this plan is agreed upon it will be necessary to supply

us with some paper for the experiments.

W'e are, Sir, very respectfully,

Your humble servants,

[Signed] PERKINS, BACON & PETCH.

Rowland Hill, Esq.

(97)

4 Sept./40.

Dear Sir,

I have unfortunately missed you on tlie way. I called to shew yuu a

paragraph in a letter I recei\'ed this morning from Mr. Rowland Hill an<l which I

copy below.

" If Mr. Bacon has not already done it, get him to report to Mr. Phillips the

composition of the inks which have been sent to the latter for trial, this should be

done in every case."

If you see no objection to do tiiis perhaps you will report as soon as possible.

Yours very truly,

J. Bacon, Esq. Signed] JNO. LEDINGHAM.
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(98)

'Particulais sent to R. Phillips. September 4, 1840].

Compositions.

Color A.

J of an oz. of Rose Pink, i 16 oz. Cochineal.

I/16 oz. Carbonate of Potash, i 16 oz. Carbonate of Soda.

I 16 Sulphate of Potash. 1/ 16 oz. Tartrate of Potash.

Color B.

J oz. of an oz. of Rose Pink, r 16 oz. Cochineal.

I oz. Sulphate of Potash. I oz. Carbonate of Soda.

Color C.

J of an oz. of Rose Pink. J oz. Cochineal.

I oz. Carbonate of Potash. J oz. Tartrate of Potash.

Color D.

J of an oz. of Rose Pink, i 16 oz. Prussiate of Potash.

I 160Z. Carbonate of Soda. 1/160Z. Cochineal.

Color E.

I 16 oz. Cochineal, i 16 oz. Prussiate of Potash.

I 16 oz. Tartrate of Potash. J oz. Red Lead. I oz. of Rose Pink

Color F.

J of an oz. of Prussiate of Potash.

I 16 oz. of Red Lead, -j oz. of Rose Pink. I 16 oz. of Cochineal.

Color G.

2 oz. Rose Pink.

2 oz. Prussiate of Potash.

^ oz. Cochineal, i oz. Carbonate of Potash.
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(loo)

69, Fleet Street
;

Sept. 8tli, 1840.

Dear Sir,

We have made the most accurate calculations which are possible where

the woik lias not been done on a large scale, and cannot engage to print from the

pink colour No. 9, or No. 16, last sent you as Specimens, without an additional charge

of one farthing per thousand Postage Stamps. The colour to be used is far more

expensive than the ink at present employed, but we are unable to ascertain how far

it will go, compared relatively with black printing ink, or the other fast colours

ordinarily en' ployed, but if adopted we will risk it at the farthing above named what-

ever may be the result ; and if experiment shall justify tlic old price we will cheer-

fully reduce it to that.

W'e are, &c., &c.,

[Signed] PERKINS, BACON & PETCH.
Rowland Hill, Esq.

(lOl)

Messrs. Perkins, Bacon & Petch present their compliments to !Mr. Edwin Hill,

and have the pleasure of handing him herewith the 2 sheets of Crown paper received

from him yesterday afternoon, cut into 16 pieces and printed as follows :

—

8 pieces 12 each—96 labels printed in colour No. 9.

8 „ 12 „ 96 „ „ „ „ 16.

16 pieces. 192 labels.

No. 69, Fleet Street
;

ID Sept. 1840.

(102;

S. & T. ;

Sep. 10, 1840.

Dear Sir,

If you can have the two sheets gunnned as well as printed, I tliink it will

be best so to do, for the sake of making the experiment complete in every respect,

so that we may be able to report to the Chancellor that the trials have been made
upon stamps in all respects the same as the others excepting the change of color.

I am.

Yours truly,

[J. B. BACON, Esq.] [Signed] EDWIN HILL.
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( 103

)

Somerset House
;

Sep. 18, 1840.

Gentm.,

I shall be obliged if you will make a little ink. No. 16 red, about the con-

sistence of ordinary letter press printing ink for us to try with the embossed heads.

Please also to inform me what it ought to be thinned with if we should find it too

stiff for use.

I am.

Your obed. servant,

[Signed] EDWIN HILL.

Messrs. Perkins & Co.

(104)

Stamps & T.\.\es
;

Sep. 23. 1840.

Gentm.
,

You w^Il herewith receive from Mr. .\llcn a warrant for printing five thousand

sheets of id. label stamps which should be commenced without delay. I recommend

that two presses should be employed as I think they will print as rapidly as the de-

mand requires and it is not desirable to print more because of the e.xpected change

in the Colours employed.

I am, Gentm.,

Your humble ser.,

Signed] EDWIN HILL.

Messrs. Bacon & Petch.

( 105

)

II, Downing St. ;

Oct. 6 40.

Dear Sir,

I am directed by Mr. Hill to request that you will transmit to him as soon

as possible some more of the red stamps marked \o. 16G printed and gummed on

the crown-paper.

I have WTitten to Mr. E. Hill respecting a supply of paper.

Yours ver\^ truly,

[Signed: JX(X LEDINGHA:M.

J. B. B.\COX, Esq.



62 APPENDIX r.

(io6)

S. & T. ;

Oct. 7. 1840.

Gentm.,

At the request of my brother's clerk I send you four sheets crown marked paper,

upon which to print some more red color No. 16 G. for my brother.

If you have not instructions to the contrary I presume you will print the de-

faced stamps as before.

I am Gentm.,

Your obn. Ser.,

Signed] EDWIN HILL.

Messrs. Perkins & Co.

(107)

6q, Fleet Street
;

Oct. 8th, 1840.

Dear Sir,

I beg to acknowledge your note of the r)th inst., requesting some more of the

red stamps marked No. 16 G. printed and gummed on the CrovsTi paper and we yester-

day received four sheets paper from Mr. Edwin Hill for the purpose.

These four sheets cut into 12 pieces (of 12 stamps each) or 48 pieces, and we

have now the pleasure of sending you :

—

39 pieces or 468 good stamps No. 16G. and

9 ,, ,, 108 spoilt stamps ditto being tlie intact proceeds of the

paper.

We arc, &c., &c.,

^Signed] PERKINS, BACON & PETCH.

Jno. Ledingham, Esq.

II, Downing Street.

(108)

II, Downing Street
;

Oct. 9 1840.

Dear Sir,

Mr. Hill is desirous of having a few sheets of crown paper printtcl in ink

marked No. 3 plain (Blue), being one of the inks which you recommended.

Mr. E. Hill will send you the paper.

Yours very truly,

[Signed] JNO. LEDINGHAM.

J. B. Bacon, Esq.



APPENDIX C. 63

( roq
)

No. 69, Fleet Street ;

I2tli Octr., 1840.

Dear Sir,

Mr. E. Hill has sent us four more sheets paper from which we have printed

as requested by you.

42 sheets 12 each is 504 good postage stamps No. 3 blue.

6 „ 72 spoilt ditto

making 48 sheets which is the exact quantity into which the 4 sheets paper cut.

We are, &c., &c.,

[Signed] PERKINS, BACON & FETCH.

Jno. Ledingham, Esq.

(no)
II, Downing St.

;

Oct. 17 1840.

Dear Sir,

Can you make it convenient to call upon !Mr. HiU to-day ? An early hour

would suit him best.

Yours very truly,

[Signed] JNO. LEDINGHAM.

J. Bacon, Esq.

(in)

69, Fleet Street
;

Oct. 19th, 1840.

Dear Sir,

When on Saturday I promised you the result of an experiment upon the two-

penny Postage Stamp either to-morrow or Wednesday, I very naturally inferred that

I could have the means of doing so ; but all the dies are locked up and your brother

has the key ; and as he has gone to Kidderminster we have applied to his son Ormond,

who declines letting us open the box until he has his Father's answer.

Under these circumstances it is impossible to state any time when we can fulfil

this part of our promise, but we have the pleasure of enclosing four sheets each of

two shades of blue, the deeper of which we think e\'en more secure from effacing

obliteration, than that which you now have [a few words here are indecipherable.]

I am, &c., &c.,

^Signed] JOSHUA B. BACON.
R. Hill, Esq.
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(112)

Mr. Bacon presents his respectful compliments to Mr. Hill and has now the

pleasure of enclosing :

—

One impression from the two penny die with the white line marked along the

top as suggested, and also one with a corresponding white line both at the top and

bottom, for his decision.

69, Fleet Street
;

Oct. 23rd, 1840.

II, Downing Street ;

Oct. 23 40.

Dear Sir,

I nnist trouble you to send me another specimen of the Twopenny Stamp (with

the white lines), printed in blue ink to enable me to judge of the effect. It is not

intended I presume to blot out the words " Twopence," if they can be retained in

the new specimen I shall be glad as I w ish to see the stamp as nearly as possible in the

state in which it will be issued.

1 remain.

Dear Sir,

Yours truly,

[Signed] ROWLAND HILL.

J. B. Bacon, Esq.

(114)

Mr. Bacon presents his respectful compliments to Mr. Hill and has the pleasure

of enclosing :

—

2 impressions from the 2 penny die in blue ink with a white line at the top only

—and

2 more with a white line at top and bottom also.

69, Fleet Street ;

Oct. 26th, 1840.
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Jlr. Rowland Hill presents his Compts. to Mr. Bacon and would be obliged if he

oould makf it convenient to call at 11, Downing St. to-morrow morning at 11 o'clock.

1 1 , Downing St.

Octr. 28/1840.

(116)

Oct. 28/40.

Dear Sir,

The intended new blue stamp (No. 3 plain) is not secure. Can you send

me some specimens of a more fugitive kind ? I must request the favour of your

letting me have them with as little delay as possible.

Yours truly,

[Signed] R. HILL.

J. B. Bacon, Esq.

(117)

Dear Sir,

Oct. 29 40.

Neither of the last blues will do—if anything the dark is the more stub-

born, and therefore the more objectionable of the two.—We find too that by lamp

light the dark blue is scarcely distinguishable from the old black stamp.

Please to let the bearer have some of the obliterating ink of which you spoke

this morning with a statement of its composition.

J. B. Bacon, Esq.

Yours truly,

[Signed] R. HILL.

(118)

Fleet Street
;

Oct. 29, 1840.

Mr. Hill reports that neither the last light or dark blue stamps, which we sent

him, will answer—the darkest is not only too dark to show the black obliterating

stamp but is not near fugitive enough, it will therefore be useless to try those two

again or " No. 3 plain " blue. In trying a Prussian blue, use sufficient of lighter

colours to bring it light enough—and if you can use Pruss. of Potash in one or two
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of the trials I think it advisable. I also wish you to send me some of the obliterating

ink we last defaced stamps with and a Mem. of the component parts as early to-

morrow as you can.

If you do not clearly understand all I have here said, will you be kind enough

to call up between lo and ii in the morning and I will explain, as everything is urgent

now.

Yours &c., &c.,

J. H. Fisher, Esq. [Signed] J. B. B.ACON.

69, Fleet Street
;

Oct. 30, 1840.

Dear Sir,

I lost no time after seeing you yesterday in setting about the ink and the stamps,

but as we have got to prepare the former, and in e.xiX'rimenting upon the latter must

a\oid all the combinations wliicli we have previously tried, 1 do not expect to be

able to send you anj-thing until to-morrow. I fear you are not aware of the time

taken up in making these new exjieriments where we have no former experience to

guide us.

I am, ike, &c.,

R. Hill, Esq. [Signed] J. B. BACON.

(120)

69, Fleet Street
;

Nov. 2nd, 1840.

Dear Sir,

I have now the pleasure of forwarding you specimens of Thirteen variations

of colour for the blue or twopenny stamp, which are all that we can add to our former

trials, as possessing the capacity of printing, and yet combining the other qualities

you require
;

My opinion is that

E Color plain is tlie best for printing

E Color Pruss. blue in paper next

B Pruss. blui' ])lain .. next

V> Pruss. blue with Pruss. in pajier next and

D Color Pruss. in paper next

As we have now gone into new combinations we cannot vouch for these speci-

mens keeping their colour, but those which do not alter much in a week when

exposed to the air, will not in a year, or ten years.

Each of these specimens have some quality peculiar to itself, and the security

or insecuritv on trial of one is no evidence at all as to another.
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I believe also I have heard from you or Mr. Ledingham that wetting in Prussiate

of Potash or other chemical liquid is useless as another wetting in water will remove

it. If this doctrine is held I beg to demur to it, as in my opinion the properties of

the article used in wetting are in such case taken up into the colour in printing and

the wetting in water will not disengage it.

I have also sent some ink for obliterating Marked No. I, and some more marked

No. 2, and enclosed a statement of the articles of which they are composed.

I ain, Dear Sir,

[Signed] J. ]?. BACOX.

Rowland Hii.l, Esq.

(121)

Downing St.
;

Nov. 2/40.

Dear Sir,

^^'e shall try the proposed colours for the new twopenny label (just received),

but I shall be obliged by your trying them also as to their permanency when exposed

to light.

Will you do me the favour to state which contain oil and which do not.

Also whether you have tried your obliterating inks as to their effects on the paper?

Do they injure its texture at all ? I perceive that both contain sulphuric acid.

If you have any papers which have been stampt with these inks for some time I

shall be obliged by your letting me sec them.

Yours very truly,

[Signed] ROWLAND HILL.

J. B. Bacon, Esq.

Written in pencil on fly leaf of above.

All the colors last sent are made with oil, none of them are printed

without. All are the same- with the exception of gradation of color.

The indelible stamping inks will not injure the texture of the paper.

And I belicNe the l)lue tints are permanent when exposed to the light,

those only are liable to change which arc printed on paper dipped in

Prussiate of potash the others I think will not.

(122)

Mr. Rowland Hill presents his Compts. to Mr. Bacon and will be obliged if he

can let him have (per bearer), some of the obliterating ink, mentioned in Mr. Bacon's

note of the 30th ult : without waiting for the stamps.

II, Downing St. ;

Nov. 2, 1840.
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(123)

69, Fi.EFT Street
;

Nov. 4, 1.S40.

Dhar Sir,

\'()iir note of till' 2nd inst. was received in course, and I beg to say in reply

tliat I have now found the plain Printed Paper which was stamped with the obliterat-

ing inks last sent you (as also with other inks) on tlu' nth June last, and so marked

at the time, copies of which were then sent you—and I find that in no instance ha\'e

they on those [gone ?] through the paper, and that writing placed behind them u])on

the paper would not, if plainly written, have been defaced. I will call up and shew

them to you to-morrow, but am unable to-day.

In answer to your other enquiry, I would say that all the Specimens sent you of

Postage Stamps on the' 31st Oct. were printed in Oil. I did not mention it because

I was only directed by you to prepare specimens in oil and besides, a printing in oil

is the rule, and without oil the exception, in copper-plate piinting. I should always

mention it when I sent you anything without oil, and when in oil assume it as a matter

of course. I can, however, always mention it in future. \\'e \\ill expose our copies

of the stamps sent the 31st Oct. to the air as you request.

I am, &c., &c.,

[Signed] JOSHUA B. BACON.

R. Hill, Esq.

P.S. I have no reason to believe the SjH'cinu'ns last sent will change when

exposed to the air, indeed I think those wet in plain wati'r will not change. I only

meant to say that in the colours now trying we had had no previous experience.

[Signed] J. B. B.

(124)

Nov. 6.

Dear Sir,

Will you have the goodness to say at \\hat rate per gallon you can supply

the ink ? If you can let \i\v have this information (you may say, if you please ahoii/

so much) by return of messenger, as also, if possible that promised yesterday I shall

be glad as mj' report is only waiting for it.

"S'ours truly,

[Signed] RO\\'LAND HH.!..

[J. B. Bacon, Ksq.l
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()9, Fleet Street
;

No\'. 7, 1840.

Di'AK Sir,

I find on fxaiiiinaticiii that tlic obliterating ink sent in this week " No. I.,"

altliough with many of the ingredients contained in tliat sent and marked " Xo. I

June irth " was altered on the 23rd June and again on the i8th Augst. as mentioned

in my notes of those dates. I have no impression which I can be sure was from that

ink in my possession, and therefore cannot send you one, but I am fully convinced

that it will prove less detrimental to the paper than the ink " No. i, June 11," an

impression from which on plain jiaper stamjicd on that day I now enclose you
;

indeed the alterations were made on pui jioso to weaken the acid qualities of tiial fine

ink and which I understood you at the time had no other objection but its j)ossible

injury to the paper. In regard to price wc have made no such quantity as would

justify fixing a price per gallon, which is also a very unusual mode of charging.

I can state, however, that if ajiproved of, our charge would be somewhere between

four shillings and four shillings and sixpi'uce per pound : you however have now our

receipt and perhaps persons of leisure whose time is of little value would produce it

lower, as the principal expense is in the preparation and not in the materials.

I am, &c., &c.,

[Signed] PERKINS, BACON & FETCH.
Rowland Hill, Esq.

(126)

No. I, Jane iitii, but imjiroved.

No. I Color same as last stamped with, but better mixed.

Pint. s. d.

I . . I part Alkanet Root . . . . . . ..08
r . . I do. Oil of Turpentine .

.

.

.

. . o G

I . I Fourth part sulphuric acid .

.

. . o oj

I . . ^ do. boiled oil .

.

.

.

. . ..06
I . . 5 do, each Sulphate of Iron (calcined) . . 02
i •• " 3

J . . Rose pink, litharge of lead . . . . ..03
I . . Small portion of indigo, with a few drops of

Nitric Acid, a small portion of lamp black . . o 2|

5i 27
Mixing ..27

5 2
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No. 2. Same as above, cxci'pt different quantity of ingredients.

No. 2 Alkanet root, Indigo, Sulphate of Iron, Rose Pink,

Boiled Oil, Turpentine, and small portion of Sulphuric Acid.

5| pints No. I, as abo\e, 4 - to 4 () per lb., letter sent 7th Nov.

(127)

Mr. Rowland Hill presents his Conipts. to Mr. Baeon and will be obliged if he

will prepare about a pint of his oblittrating ink marked No. I (lately transmitted),

as Mr. Hill is desirous of having it fairly tried at the Post Office.

II, Downing St. ;

Nov. 9/40.

(128)

Mr. Rowland Hill presents his Compts. to Mr. Bacon and will feel obliged if Mr.

Bacon will transmit a further su])p!y of the red coloured stamj)s (No. 16 G), printed

on common paper.

II, Downing St.

Nov. 12/40.

(129)

Mr. Baeon presents his respectful compliments to Mr. R. Hill and has the pleasure

of forwarding him herewith Forty sheets of 12 each making 480 Postage Stamps,

printed from the red ink No. 16 G and on conunon paper, agreeably to the request

contained in his note of yesterday.

69, Fleet Street ;

Nov. 13, 1840.

{ 130

)

Nov. 14. '40.

Dear Sir,

We do not find your last blues to be so fugitive as could be desired. Do any of

them contain Prussian blue in the colour ? And if not, is there any objection to its

being used ? You will recollect that this was the course recommended by Mr. Phillips.

Yours truly,

[Signed] ROWLAND HILL.

J. B. B.\coN, Esq.
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(131)

(jg, Fleet Street
;

Nov. ijtli, 1840.

Di;ak Sih,

In n-j)ly to your note of tlir I4tli, mA. I Ijig to s;',y that in consfqucncc

of Mr. ]'liillij)s suggestion to you, the Speriuuns we sent you on the 2nd instant

were mostly vizt. seven of Ihem,—printed with more or less of Prussian blue in them,

as will be seen by examining our letter of that date to you, or the impressions them-

selves. Your late directions to me have been to keep as far from black as possible,

so as to allow of a contrast between the postage and the obliterating stamp ; but if

we used more than half Prussian blue, which is the quantity in some of the specimens

sent you, it would scarcely be distinguishable from black. The use of Prussian blur

in the colour whether useful or not, was Mr. Phillips suggestion and not ours, as \vc

arc unable to conceive how it can increase the fugitiveness of any article, and this we

stated to you when it was first proposed.

I am, &c., &c.,

[Signed] JOSHUA B. BACON.
Rowland Hill, Esq.

(132)

Mr. Rowland Hill presents his Compts. to i\Ir. Bacon and will be happy to see

Mr. Bacon on Monday (23rd inst.) if convenient.

II, Downing St. ;

Nov. 21/40.

133)

bg. Fleet Street ;

Nov. 23rd, 1S40.

8 o'clock ev.g.

Dear Sir,

Our foreman of the otlier woiks has just been up to say that the colours

I left with you to-day are not secure and to beg you will not try them. When he

first made them they stood every test he could apply, and the second day also, but to

be very safe he has tried again being the fourth day since they were printed, and he

finds much to his surprise that they are insensible to some of his applications to remove

the colour, particularly turjientiiu-. He has brought these new kinds which he

believes will not set so as to be less safe than No. 16 G pink : and he also says they

will print very well. Of that you nuist judge, as I am too an.xious to prevent your
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wasting tinu' upon the Nov. 2otli samples, to keep back this letter until to-morrow

when I could see them myself by daylight. I now have the pleasure of sending you

3 sheets 12 each is 36 stamps Marked Pruss. paper Nov. 23rd. A.

3 36 „ C.P. ,, Nov. 23rd. B.

3 ,, ,, ,, 36 ,, Plain water Xo\-. 23rd. C.

I have strong hopes that all these are safe, and if so I should recommend C for

use if it also prints as well as the rest.

I am, &c., &c.,

[.Signed] JOSHUA B. BACON.
Rowland Hill, Esq.

(134)

II, Downing St.
;

Nov. 24 40.

Dear Sir,

The colour of the stamps enclosed in your letter of yesterday is objection-

able—its appearance is unpleasing and by candle light it would, I fear, be confounded

with black.

If you think you can prepare a colour more fugitive than the Blues which j'ou

sent some time since, pray do so. If not, have the goodness to favour me with a

call at your earliest convenience and we will together select the best among those

already prepared.

I remain,

My dear Sir,

Yours very truly,

[Signed] ROWLAND HILL.

J. B. Bacon, Esq.

(135)

II, Downing Street
;

Dec. 4 40.

Dear Sir,

Will you have the goodness to arrange with Mr. Edwin Hill for the im-

mediate trial, in the manner you proposed (viz. : with the steel plates and crown

marked paper) of the two Blue colours A. A. plain and B Prussian blue plain and of

the Red No. 16 G.

I remain. Dear Sir,

Yours truly,

J. B. B.\coN, Esq. [Signed] ROWLAND HILL.
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(136)

69, Fleet Street ;

Dec. 15, 1840.

Dear Sir,

I have been delayed in the experimental sheets of new pink and bkie

Postage Stamps by some difficulties connected with printing, but having now over-

come them, I have the pleasure of forwarding you

4 sheets No. 16 G. pink

4 sheets A A Pruss. blue jjlain

4 sheets B. No. 2 plain

whicli I trust will prove satisfactory.

I am, &c., &c.,

[Signed] JOSHUA B. BACON.

R. Hill, Esq.

(137)

II, Downing St. ;

Deer. 17 40.

Dear Sir,

Will you do me the favour to say if the sheets of labels which we received

on the 15th inst : are printed precisely in the same colours (Red No. 16 G—Blue

A. A. Colour plain— and B Prussian blue plain) as the specimens tried some time ago ?

Some experiments which have just been made lead us to think there may be some

slight difference—at least as regards the Red.

I remain, Dear Sir,

Yours truly,

[Signed] ROWLAND HILL.

J. B. Bacon, Esq.

(
13S

)

69, Fleet Street ;

Dec. 18, 1840.

Dear Sir,

In reply to your letter of yesterday I beg to say that the blue colours

sent you on the 15th instant were just the same as the Specimens sent sometime

ago, and marked in the same manner and that tJie only alteration in the red ink is

that there is rather a greater proportion of colour and less of liquid in the cast tiian

the former specimens, and this was done to give more clearness in the impression.

I am, &c., &c.,

R. Hill, Esq. iSigned] JOSHUA B. BACON.
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( lao

)

PiCAK SiK,

II, Downing St. ;

Drcr. 19 40.

Refcniiif; to your Notes of the istli .mil 18 inst., I beg to accnuiiiit you

that I lia\'(' consulted the ).;eiitleniaii at tlie Stamp Oftu'e witli refiTeiU'e to the selec-

tion of colours, and that it is finally decided to i)rint the penny labels in th.c Red

colour marked " if) G" and tlie Twopenny labels in the Hhie colour n.arkod " A A.,"

also that (or the jiurpose of distinguishing the future fiom the present Twopenny

labels the white lines are to be introduced above and below the head as in the specimen

with which you favoured me some time ago.

\uu will of course receive your instructions from the Stamp Office, but as the

details have hitherto been arranged by myself, I write this note to guard against

any possible niisundi'rstanding.

Yours truly,

[Signed] ROWLAND HILL.

P.S. Your Note of the i8th states that there is a greater body of colour in the

last specimens of Red labels—if this is necessary to give a clear impression I suppose

I must not object to it, but I find that it to some extent renders the stamp less fugitive.

( M" )

Private. St.\mps & T.vxes
;

Dec. 19, 1840.

Dear Sir,

I beg to inform you (no! officially) that the new colors are agreed upon, viz.

16 Gred for the id. & A. A. blue for the 2d., these last with the white line above and

below the head as proposed by you. ,

My brother expects that the Treasury minute will reach this office on Monday,

and when it arrives no doubt you will have regular instructions from the Board in

due course.

Meantime if you care to begin to put yourself a little in train it may save tinu'.

J. B. Bacon, Esq.

I am, Yours truly,

[Signed] EDWIN HILL.
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Private. S. & T.
;

Dec. 23, 1840.

Dear Sik,

I find it is true that there is a large stock of the id. stamps in Scothind

(abt. 14,000) and this renders it the more desirable not to print any more now.

I called last evening and found that one man is printing still. If you can stop

him too I shall feel much relieved, as I fear the Chancellor may be greatly displeased

if he finds tlie coming out of the red stamps delayed by the existence of a heavy stock

on hand of lilack, therefore I hope you will not print a single sheet more than is quite

unavoidable.

I am in great haste.

Yours faithfully,

[Signed] EDWIN HILL

J. B. B.'VCON, Esq.

(142)

Stamps and Taxes
;

24th December, 1840.

Gentlemen,

The Board have been authorised by a Treasury Minute dated the 17th instant

to print the Penny Postage stamps with the ink of a red colour and the twopenny

stamps with blue ink of a different (lescri])tion from tliat hitherto used, both of whicli

inks have been prepared by you and their lordshij)s have also decided that as it may

be important hereafter to have the means of distinguishing new twopenny labels

from the old ones, some alteration may be made in the plate used for printing them.

I am therefore to request that you will cause the penny stamps to be in future printed

with the red ink in question, and immi'diately make some slight distinctive mark

in the plate for the 2d. stamps and submit tiie same for the approbation of the Board,

and that when this alteration is approved you will forthwith proceed to jnint the

twopenny stamps with the new blue ink referred to.

I am, ("uiitlciiK'n,

\(iui obedient servant,

Messrs. Perkins & Bacon.

[This letter was forwarded without being signed. It is postmarked " De. 24,

1840."]
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(143)

Doer. 28, 1840.

Dl-AK SiK,

As ycnir SdU (as far as I can niakt' out his meaning) speaks of recom-

nicncing the jirintin;,' in black I have di'enied it necessary to lock uj) the pkites a^ain,

as tiie readiest way of taking upon myself the responsibility of any inconvenience

which may arisi' and which I am quite willing to bear, having had positi\'e instructions

from Mr. Pressly that no more black should be printed. As I had a message from you

by my son on Thursday evening last that you would be ready with the red colour

(for trial at least) on Monday morning and that you only waited formal instructions

from om' Board, and as ujmn rnipiiiA' I was told tli.it such instructiims had been

issued (on Thursday excning) I ])resume there must be some misunderstanding in

respect of going on with the black. Mr. Gates informed me in the last week that you

did not like to in; ur the responsibility of endangering the spoiling of tiie paper already

wetted, but smcly it w ill be better to spoil a little paper than to incur the further loss

of printing it wIk n it is not likely to be wanted. I am quite willing to take the

resj)onsibilit\' ol the loss of whatever paper may be wetted.

I am, Dear Sir,

Yours truly,

[Signed] E. HILL.

J. B. Bacon, Esq.

P.S.— I can attend at any time to unlock the plates upon your sending mc word.

(144)

Receipt foi oblitciating ink for stamps :—

•

1 part alkanet root.

2 do. oil of turpentine.

I qr. ]xut sulphuric acid.

I part of boiled oil.

J do. Sul])hate of iron (calcined).

^ do. each rose pink and litharge of lead.

Small jwrtions of indigo, lamp black and a few drops of nitric acid.

Dec. 30th, /40.

[Signed] J. H. IvISHEK].
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( 145 )

69, Fleet Street
;

Edwin Hill, Esq., 5 Jany., 1841.

Dear Sir,

Your letter of yesterday is at hand stating that the printing of the

Red Stamps is not satisfactory to you and which I exceedingly regret to learn for

if they are unsatisfactory now I ha\-e no hopes of making them less so, and it being

but the commencement of a new color it is best for all parties that the matter should

be understood at once.

The fact is that at the request of your brother 1 have tried all sorts of experi-

ments upon all sorts of Colours always stating to him my undisguised opinion that

the nearer we approached to a black Colour the better it would print, and although

we produced a Red to print something better than I had anticipated, I never thought

of putting it in competition with a black or a lihie Colour, but finding the danger

of removing the obliterating Stamp to be much greater than that of Forgery.

Your Brother decided in favom" of the Specimens which we sent him in Red as

well as Blue Ink, and in consequence (as we suppose) of his Report we have been

Ordered by the Hon. Commissioners of Stamps and Taxes to prepare and proceed

with such Stamps. We have accordingly commenced and on Saturday last I ex-

hibited five of the Red and some Blue Stamps such as we purposed printing to ilr.

Pressly, who approved of them and ordered us to proceed and when you stated in

his presence that they might be better I answered this they could not without en-

dangering that security which your Brother called essential to them. Such being

the facts, that you should now give an opinion against what both Mr. Pressly and your

Brother have approved, is a matter of deep regret as however very little expense

has yet been incurred it may save much trouble and unpleasantness at least to us

to inform you that having at great loss to ourselves perfected and exhibited Specimens,

which have been approved, we are ready constantly to produce similar Stamps to

them, but if these will not answer then the Colour must be changed or some other

course adopted as we have done our best and it would be mere delusion to hold out

any hopes that we could still further improve. I have no belief that pressing would

alter the appearance of the Stamps in any other way except as to smoothness and

pleasantness to the touch, and cannot help thinking that prints which require carrying

to Somerset House to be seen through a magnifier must be done well enough for

general use, for although we will yield to no house for good printing still it must be

borne in mind that Proof and Prints are not synonimous terms.

The trying the Red Colour upon Copper plates would be perfectly useless, because

even if they would print better (which experience teaches me they would not), still

we could not furnish them for ten times the price which we now charge on steel and

which would alone render their use impracticable. I am glad to find but one opinion

as to the Blue Ink.

P.S.—The Copperplate for the twopenny experiment is in the box as you desire.

I am, etc., etc.,

[Signed] JOSHUA B. B.\COX.
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(146)

6g, Fleet Street ;

Jan. 6, 1841.

Dear Sir,

Agreeably to the roqurst in yunv Irttcr uf yest(M-(lay as altered in your

message through Mr. Gates, we have the pleasure of sending herewith two sheets each,

taken by us promiscuously from the four plates now at Press upon the red stamps,

which you will please return after examining with Mr. Pressly ? I have also sent

the blue twopenny samples which ]Mr. Pressly saw last Saturday.

I am, etc., etc.,

[Signed] JOSHUA R. BACON.

E. Hill, Esq.

(147)

60, Fleet Street
;

Feb. 4, 1841.

Dear Sir,

Your favour of the 29th ulto. was duly received, but the queries it pro-

pounded required several experiments before I could answer you satisfactorily : and

even now there is one point on which I cannot come to any certain conclusion for 12

or 14 days, and it is the following. The sizing used in the last process of manufactur-

ing the paper contains Alum. In wetting the paper preparatory to printing, some

portion of the Alum mixes with the water, and as the Water Company now allow

no one to draw from the main, and it is only let on three times a week, our reservoir

will only allow fresh water every other day ; consequently, the alum must be slightly

accumulating at each wetting during the two days, and although this accumulation is

no injury in ordinary and was none while we were printing the original black and blue

stamps it may be that the chemical properties of the new Pink Colour, when coming

in contact with the alum particularly when the paper is impregnated with a strong

quantity of it, causes an action which terminates in the bluish green appearance

to which your letter alludes. Now to solve this doubt requires not only that several

parcels of paper should be printed and kept quite separate from the rest after being

dipped in fresh water, but that thej' should be kept 10 or 12 days in order to see

whether they come from the press at first and remain after exposure to the air a reason-

able time free from this greenish hue. Bating, however these experiments, and

assuming at most that this discolouration cannot be avoided, I have to remark :—

ist.—That from repeated experiments we have proved that although the gum
from its transparency tends to shew the green colour to the eye, it acts as a mere

coating for it, and does not in any manner take up or incorporate itself with it.

2nd.-—That supposing the colour did incorporate itself with the gum, so as to

reach the tongue when it moistens it, the article which produces the greenish appear-
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ance is not delotiiious in its effects and if a party were to lick 500 stamps a day he

could derive no injury from that source.

3rd.— I can give no ojiinion of the consi^qm-nces of applying the tongue to the

stamps after several words here cannot now be deciphered] the stamp after oblitera-

tion.

When I can give you accurate information upon tlie ]ioint first mentioned

in this letter I shall be happy to do so—and am,

Dear Sir, etc., etc.,

[Signed] JOSHUA B. BACOX,

Kdwin Hill, Esq. for self and partners.

(148)

To all Postmasters, Sub-postmasters, and Letter Receivers.

General Post Ofi ice ;

Edinburgh, 1841.

An immediate Alteration is about to be made in the Adhesive Postage Label Stamps,

and a new description of Stamped Envelopes, both Penny and Two-penny, introduced
;

the new Labels and Envelopes are intended to replace those in present use, but until

the stock of the latter remaining on hand is disposed of, the old Labels and Envelopes

are to circulate in common with the new ones. The Penny Envelope will be of Two
Sizes, and the sale of them will be confined, for the present, to the limits of the London

Two-penny Post, but of course they will circulate by Post in the same manner as

those already issued.

By Command,

[Signed] E. S. LEES,

[Secretary).

To all Postmasters.

Referring to the accompanying Circidar, announcing an Alteration in the Ad-

hesive Postage Label Stamps and Stamped Envelopes, I enclose you Specimens of

the new Labels, which are intended to replace those in present use, when the stock

of the latter shall be exhausted ; in the mean time, however, these new Stamps arc

to be brought into immediate use, in common with those now circulating. I also

enclose Specimens of each of the new Penny Envelopes, which you will permit to pass

at the rate of Postage marked upon them. When the Two-penny Envelope is ready,

you will receive a Specimen of that also. At present the sale of these Envelopes

will be confined to the limits of the London Two-penny Post, so far as the Post Office

is concerned.

It is intended, hereafter, to obliterate the Postage Stamjis with Black Com-
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position, a supjily of wiiicli will be forwarded to you as soon as possible, Imt until

you receive this supply you will rontinue to obliterate the Postage Stamp with the

Red Composition, as heretofore.

By Command,

[Signed] E. S. LEES.

Secretary.

Attached to this notice were two One Penny envelopes of different sizes, over-

printed " SPECIMEN " in red ink ; a One Penny red-brown adhesive stamp and a Two-

Pence blue adhesive stamp, with white lines above and below the Queen's head, but

without letters in the lower corners.

(149)

II, Downing Street ;

March 27,41.

Dear Edwin,

I fear that the arrangements made some time ago for the examination of

the labels are not efficient—the enclosed are so badly printed that imitation could

not I think be very difficult—fortunately they shew the number of the plate (10).

After carefully considering the matter I am decidedly of opinion that, unless

arrangements can be made to guard against the possibility of stamps so badly printed

being issued, it will be unsafe to continue the present course and that' an entirely new

kind of label must be adopted without delay.

Please to communicate with Messrs. Perkins & Co, on the subject and let me
know, in writing, their opinion and yoiu^s as to whether it is or is not possible to ]iut

an absolute stop to the issue of badly printed labels.

Yours,

[Signed] ROWLAND HILL.

E. Hill, Esq.

(.150

)

II, Downing Stnkkt
;

A])ril I 41.

Sir,

Having made a further trial of the Red stamps with the view of ascertaining

whether they still retained their fugitive qualities, I beg to report that as far as I

have tried them I find they still remain as fugitive as when printed.

The last trial on stamps similar to the present was made on the 25 Feb.

[Signed] JNO. LEDINGHAM.
R. Hill, Esq.
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( ISO
Edwin Hill, Esq.

Df.ak Sir,

In reply to your note of

yesterday witli respect to tlie future

registration of the Postage Label plates, I

have to state tliat although it is objeetioii-

able to print from the plate luitil it is

registered, it is quite necessary to do so

in order that the Commissioners may
have a perfect specimen of the Plate.

It requires some time for the man to

" settle in " with a new plate and to

work off a sufficient quantity to get the

Press rightly adjusted. If the whole

of the six presses were not at work, the

29th October, 184 1.

all right.'

The time for " settling in " varies

considerably, sometimes the plate is

made to print well in a hour or two, and

sometimes it takes the man a day to get

all right, but as it is important the

printing to any extent beyond getting Commissioners' Proof should be the fair

a good impression might be avoided,

as the press, after having been adjusted

for a new plate might be so left, but as at

present, Jlr, .A.llen is urgent for his

deliveries, and the wlmle of the presses

are at work, I fear too nuich of the Com-

missioners' time would be taken up and

even tlieii iniji>al)ly not a good ini]ires-

sion taken.

I will, however, take care to apprise

you when No. 20 is completed that I

may have your instructions on tliis

]ioint.

I had written thus far when I had an

opportunity of speaking to Mr. Bacon on

the subject. He agrees in what I have

said, and begs me to add, if in future

he had an hour's intimation, previous to

the Commissioners coming, of tiieir in-

tention of doing so to take the registry,

he could give directions that during that

time the new plate should be printed on

the backs of spoilt sheets as you suggest,

and so be in readiness when the Com-

missioners came.

working state of the plate wc ought by

all means to be at work a day before

such ]5roof is taken.

Yours etc.,

[Signed] W. G. ATES.]

' This and the paragraph below are in Mr. J. B. Bacon's handwriting.
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Rtniaiks liy Mr. Hill on the forifioiiif,' loiter.

'Ilu' above loaves it uncertain whether Mr. Bacon moans that the plate i an lie

got into use by the working of siwiled sheets entirely or otherwise. Pray ascertain

this and inform me.

Signed! K. H. ril,l..-

(152)

69, Fleet Street
;

Dec. 8. ifc.41.

Dear Sir,

In reply to your note of yesterday I bog to say that we ha\'o not got

through all our experiments respecting the ink for the Postage Stamp yet, although

we have for several days succeeded in prci)aring one which answers \-cry well. That

which we like the best dries up too fast as well as [running to gatherings ?
J
and m\

wish is to got this particular colour but free of those objections.

Yours &c., &.C.,

iSignedl J. B. BACON.

D. D. Heath, Esq.

(o3)
69, Fleet Street

;

S Jany., 1842.

My Lord,

Wc have the honour to acknowledge receipt of your Lordships letter of

the 5th inst., putting to us several queries which we beg now to answer as supple-

mental to our letter of the 29th ultimo, and in so doing we will explain the mode in

which our business is conducted with three of our most important customers vizt.

the Ciovernment, the Provincial Bank of Ireland and the East India Company.

1st. The Government. The Hon. the Connnissioners of Stamps and Taxes,

having notified the Hon. Commissioners of Excise that a given quantity of paper

for the Postage lables is wanted, the latter (who keep the custody of the moulds)

send them to the Mill where the paper is made under the inspection of an officer of

Excise and when finished counted by him sealed up and forwarded to the Com-

missioners of Stamps and Taxes, upon whose receipt for the paper the manufacturer

is settled w ith ; from the Stamp Oftice warrants arc made out in convenient quantities

and the paper sent us for Printing. A confidential Clerk counts the paper and re-

ceipts the Warrant, it is then counted out to the printers, who count it again them-

selves and return the printed work every night, this is then counted and delivered

out to be gummed, the gunnners counting it again, it is then counted when brought
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back from them, and finally again coiintrd, wlun if it j)roves correct the good im-

pressions are packed in parcels of 500 sheets each, sealed and sent back to the Stamp

Office by a responsible porter in a basket made for the purpose locked with Chubbs

patent lock (the Clerk at each place having one key), and the spoilt sheets follow at

the completion of each Warrant. All the business is conducted upon premises ex-

clusively appropriated to it, and separated from our other business, with an Officer

of the Government always on the spot during work and the Plates when not at work

are locked up in boxes with two locks and keys, one of the latter being kept by him,

and the other by our Clerk, and both being essential to open the box. The dies also

as soon as made, as well as the plates produced by them, arc kept in similar boxes

and under similar custody, because we are nearly always at work ; but if the case

were otherwise they could be kej)t in tlie Bank of England's strong room, or by the

(Tovernment if thought preferable. We consider this plan perfectly secure and we

know it to be a great saving to Government.

We may add as regards Postage Stamps—that we keep as perfect a ledger

account of the supply of paper for and proceeds of each plate and balance it as

accurately as that for our cash or customers accounts.

The principal clerk in the Postage Department is a son of one of our firm.

[Signedl PERKINS, BACON cS: PETCH.

The Right Honourable

Lord Monteagle, etc., etc., etc.

( i.'54

)

69, Fleet Street ;

Jan. 2, 1842.

Sir,

We beg to acquaint you that the following four-teen Postage Stamp label plates

have been defaced so as to be perfectly useless, in consequence of being worn :

vizt No. I

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

II
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No. 12

13

14

T2 penny and

No. I

2 2 twopenny,

making together fourteen Plates. \\'e are desirous of liaxing these plates turned in

a lathe so as to make them available again for other Postage label plates. By this

means they will be perfectly turned off and become plain steel plates without en-

graving and it is also important to get rid of them, as both the Boxes in which your

plates are kept, are now full, and we need room for new ones as they are from time

to time made. We would respectfully suggest that impressions be taken in their

present defaced state, of each plate, in order that they may be transmitted through

you to the Honourable the Commissioners of Stamps and Taxes, and that the ]ilates

above named be then gi\en up to us to bi' ttnned off, either in the ])resence of your

(iflicer, lu-re, or in such other wa}' as it may jilease \'i)ur Homiurable Board Uj dirret.

We are, &c., Sec,

Signed; PERKINS, BA(OX & PETCll.

Charles Pressly, Esq.

{ 155 )

S. & T. ;

Dear Sir, Jan. 28, 1842.

No. 2 is not t^'ectually defaced as tin- otliers, will you let it be done as

they are and send me a second jjrool. returning the one enclosed at tlie same time,

as soon as you can.

I am &c., &c.,

J. P.. Bacon, Esq. [Signed^ EDWIN HILL.

( i.sfi

)

Memorandum of Ilie numJicr oj slamps prinlcd and delivered lo January 5, 1843.

1840.

July 5 . . . . . . 28,266,480

Oct. 10 .. .. .. 24,855,120

1841.

Jan. 5 . . . . . . 22,303,680

Apr. 5 . . . . . . 29,492,640

July 5 . . . . . . 18.845,520

Oct II .. .. .. 25,999,920
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be 12 - per 100 sheets or 6cl. per thousand stamps. I am tliereforc desired to request

that you will inform the Board whether or not you will undertake the future jirintinK

and gumming of the stamps on the terms above stated.

I ail), &c., &c.,

Signed] THOMAS KEOGH,

Asst. Seely.

Messrs. Pekkins, Bacon & Petch.

69, Fleet Street.

( 1.58

)

69, Fleet Street ;

:\Iarch 20, 1843.

Sir,

We beg to acknowledge receipt oi y<)ur letter of the 17th inst.. informing us

that for the reasons therein stated the Hon. Commissioners of Stamps and Taxes

" are of opinion that the rate of 7.UI. iier thousand for preparing the adhesi\-e postage

stamps ought not to be continued after the first year ; that they are willing to have

the price yd. per thousand after the first year up to the present time and we presume

(as it is so very near at hand) to the termination of the present quarter. And pro-

posing as the basis of a new Contract that for the future Thirteen Shillings shall be

allowed per one hundred sheets, beiu'^ 6^d. per one thousand stamps /^^///tlu quantity

received in a quarter of a year shall amount to 30,000,000, equal to about 390,000 per

day, when the price shall be 12 6 per hundred sheets or 6{d. per thousand stamps,

or if it should reach 32,000,000, equal to about 415,000 a day, the price shall be 12 -

per hundred sheets or 6d. per thousand stamps," and requiring to know whether or

not we will undertake tlu- future printing and gumming of the stamps on the terms

as above stated. In reply we beg most respectfully to remark that wc have ne\-er

asked for, and it is not our wish to derive any profit whatever from tliat part of our

operations connected with the gumming of the stamps ; that wc ha\e submitted to

your Honourable Board a detailed statement of all the expenses from the conunence-

ment and which we are ready fully to prove and which doubtless Mr. Kapley was

satisfied were correct, that the decision to which your Honors have come, reduces

very considerably the profit upon the other portion of the work both by the diminu-

tion of the price of that part and the loss by the gunmiing, but as we certainly com-

mitted an oversight in not making a representation of our loss at the end of the year,

and as we hope an improved consumption of the stamps may make up (in the in-

creased quantity) our reduction of profits we are ready to agree to an arrangement
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on the terms jjroposed in your letter and as far as the past is concerned have enclosed

a corrected account based upon the above, an early passing of which as it is now long

overdue will oblige us.

We are, &c., &c.,

[Signed] PERKINS, BACON & FETCH.

P.S. We beg to return herewith our orginal account for the last quarter, with

the Older for payment attached.

Thom.'\s Keogh, Esq.

Stamps and Taxes.

(159)

" The Times," April 14, 1843.

A forged imitation postage penny stamp was detected by the Postmaster of

Monmouth on Sunda}' week, on a letter which had been posted at his office. The

party who had used it was traced, and a representation of the circumstance made

to the higher authorities.

—

Wolverhampton Chronicle.

(160)

69, Fleet Street ;

May 14, 184a.

Dear Sir,

Finding that for a short time, we shall be under the necessity of printing

the postage label plates by night as well as day, we shall feel obliged by your sending

someone to relieve Mr. Lcdingham as superintendent, this evening.

We are, &c., &c.,

[Signed] PERKINS, BACON & FETCH.

E. Hill, Esq.,

{161)

bg, Fleet Street ;

June 4, 1844.

Sir,

The Honourable the Comniissioncrs of Excise having honoured us with the

appointment to Print in future the Paper and Permit Labels heretofore done by

them, and the appointment involves material alterations in our Premises we have
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now to brg tlu' llouoni^ilik' the t'onmiissioiK-rs of Stamps ami 'Taxis t\v(j favors.

1st. That they will allow us to work niglit and day (except Sundays), for such a period

and we believe three weeks will be sufficient as will accumulate a stock of adhesive

Labels sufficient in the o])inion of tlu' Board to kee]) them sujiplied during the altera-

tions and repairs wliieli will taki'
(
ifti'r commencing) about si.x weeks—and

2nd. That your Honourable Board will permit the removal of the jirinting of

the Postage Labels to another portion of our premises which has been explained to

your Mr. Hill and which will certainly be more conmiodious, better lighted, and

ventilatetl and in ewry \vay bitter tliau the present—and of course entirely distinct

from the rest of our premises ; in fact more so than they now are, as they will have a

distinct staircase and entrance. If required our Sur\'eyor shall wait u])on your

Honourable Board, with the jilan of the intended alterations which will certainly

conduce to the health and comfort of all concerned. The compliance of yoiu' Hon-

ourable Board with our requests will very greatly oblige.

Very respectfully, Sir, &c., &c.,

[Signed] PERKINS, BACON & PETCH.

Thomas Keogh, Esq.,

Stamps and Taxes.

(ie2)

6g, Fleet Stkeet
;

June 23, 1844.

Sir,

We have the honour to acknowledge receipt of your letter of the I2tli inst.

informing us that the Board see no objection as a temporary measure to our printing

the Postage Labels by night as well as by day, the Board's opinion as to tlu' sufficiency

of the Stock accumulated being taken before the jirinting is discontinued.

With respect to the removal of the printing to the new rooms which it is pro-

posed to erect, I am desired to signify the Board's consent provided the new rooms

be at least as large as the present ones, and that they be wliolly cut off from the rest

of the Premises and we desire to express our obligations for their kind consent to our

request. We now beg to state that by Tuesday next, we shall have comj)leted the

printing of all the outstanding Warrants, and which amount to iSd.ooo sheets since

this quarter commenced. We have already delivered 101,666 sheets and sha'l luu'e

delivered on the 6th July, being the quarter day, 121,666 sheets, which is many thou-

sand sheets more than ever delivered at the same period of any previous quarter, and
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frciiii .Mr. .Mien's jjicscnt stork tlieiX' is reason to bclicw that tlic balance in his hands

on tliat day will be considerably above his average. The general practice has been

to suspend printing some days before the termination of the quarter, so as to finish

the gumming and deliver and commence afresh, and consequently the deliveries

wliich will now be made by the 6th July would not, were we going on steadily, be made

before the 20th or 25th of July. Beyond the above deliveries however, we shall

have on hand ready at any moment 57,000 sheets more besides the spoilages which

will give six weeks consumption and Mr. Allen will doubtless have two weeks making

eight weeks or until the 1.4th Sept., before he will be out, or if Mr. Allen's balance is

deducted as being a stock he should always keep on hand, it would still make it the

31st of August before he would require us to commence deliveries again. We have

made such arrangements Iwwever that we have no doubt whatever of being able to

reconmience work in the altered premises so as to begin delivery by tin- i()tii .\.ugust,

and probably rather earlier.

In regard to the last clause of your letter we engage that the new rooms shall be

larger and better ventilated than the present ones and wholly separated from the

rest of the jircmises.

We have &c., &c.,

[Signed] PERKINS, BACON & FETCH.

Charles Pkessly, Esq.,

Stamps & Taxes.

( 163

)

69, Fleet Street ;

July 12, 1844.

Dear Sir,

I beg to enclose a check for £18-12-0 being for the payment <>[ the extra

Officer during the 26 nights while the Postage printing was going on for our accomoda-

tion.

And am, Dear Sir, &c., &c.,

[Signed] JOSHUA B. BACOX,

(for self and partners).

Edwin Hill, Esq.

( 1^)4

)

6g, Fleet Street
;

August 26, 1844.

Dear Sir,

.\fter consulting with our builder, and assuring him he must on no account

deceive us, lie has promised that we shall have the printing room for the Adhesive
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Postage Laht'ls on Tlniisilay luxt, and tin' (iinnniiiif,' Kooni oxri it on Monday

folIo\vinf<. W'u tlR-ri'fori' can undertaki' to coninu'nci: ])iintin,t! on ^[onday 2nd Sept.

and dtli\i'i (if ni-ci'ssaiy) on Thursday the 3th Sept. although it is bittir to have a

week hetwein tile j)iinting and gunnning wiien practicable. We think your stock

can be made to liold out without inconvenience until that time, hut of that you

arc of course the best judge.

Were we to attempt tlie erection (j1 I'resses anywhere else, it would take two

days at least to get them up if tlu're were only two or three, and longer if a larger

nunibcr, and as much more to take thc'ui down and re-erect them again ; so that

time would be lost, instead of gained, by the operation.

We are. &c., ilvc.,

(Signed] I'ERKIXS, liACOX & J'tl't 11.

I'^nwiN Hill, Esq.

(1(^5)

69, Fleet Stkeet
;

Feb. 22. 1845.

Dear Sirs,

Altliough we find tliat the six presses in the Post Office dei)artinent of

our premises are sufficient to print on an average all the labels that are wanted, and

to leave our men about six weeks without work in that office per annmn, ^ti\l from

the irregularity uf the demand, we arc obliged occasionally to work night and day,

which is attended with some extra expense, we arc therefore half disposed to get one

or two more presses just like those six and from the same patterns, will you let us

know what you would charge for one and what for two presses, and how long you

would require to prei)are them.

We are, &c., &c.,

Signed] PERKINS, BACON & PETCM.

JIessrs. Hopkinson & Cope,

14, New North Street,

Finsbury.

Messrs. Perkins, Bacon & Petch present their compliments to ^Messrs. Hopkinson

& Cope, and beg they will send home the new press immediatelj', which was promised

a fortnight ago and which is very much wanted.

69, Fleet Street ;

April 4, 1S45.



APPENDIX C. 91

( i^'7

:

i«43-

i,S44.

if^45-



92 APPRNDIX C.

rjo)

St



APPENDIX C. 93

(171)

69, Fleet Street
;

May 20, 1851.

Gentlemen,

We lia\c the iKiiKnir to acknowledge receipt of a letter dated ifjtli inst.,

stating that " an offer has been made to the Board to print the postage labels in the

same manner as that service is now performed by you at the rate of 5d. per thousand,

and the Board are desirous of knowing whether considering the great increase (from

32,000,000 to upwards of 60,000,000) which has taken place in the quanlitv of stamps

required since the agreement was made between the Board and \-ou, \-ou are willing

to rrdiu'c the rate ptr thousand from 6d. to 5d."

In reply we beg to say we have given the subject our best consideration, and

althougli from our great experience we feel persuaded that no other House could at

5d. per thousand, successfully produce postage labels, with such beauty of design,

])erfect identity, uniformity of colour, adhesive properties, and, lastly, what we con-

ceive to be of ]iaramount imi>ortanre, security from forgery, as those we juwe had the

honoiu' of furnishing for now ujiwards of ten years ; still feeling particularly desirous

of maintaining the honourable position of supplying Her Majesty's Government,

at the same time bearing in mind the increased demand, we will at once agree to

lower the price as suggested to 5d. per thousand labels ; we presume that your Honble.

Board will permit the alteration to date from the 5th July next, and we also trust

the new contract may be for the term of five years as heretofore.

We are, &c., &c.,

[Signedl PERKINS, BACON & PETCH.

Tup IIonble. Commissioners of Inland Revenue.

( 172 )

Inland Revenue,

Somerset House
;

,
Jlay 27, 1851.

Gentlemen,

I have laid before the Board your letter of the 20th instant.

In re|>ly 1 am directed to inform you that tiie Board ]ia\-e accepted your offer

to print the postage Labels for the term of five years at the rate of 5d. per thousand,

it being understood that the period is to commence from the 5th of Julv next and have

given directions that a Contract be prepared accordinglw

I am, &c., &c.,

rSigned] THOMAS KEOGII.

Messrs. Perkins, B.acon & Petch.
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(173)

Inland Revenue,

Somerset House. London
;

Gentlemen, iitli SuptenibiT, 1851.

As circumstances may possibly arise requiring a larger stock of the Postage

Label stamps to be retained in the Warehouse of this Office than is at present kept

there, and it being also in the Board's opinion desirable to provide against any con-

tingency that might cause the stoppage or insufficiency of the supply of these stamps,

I have to request that you will in accordance with the terms of the Agreement lately

entered into by you, engrave one spare plate (for every press now employed) com-

plete for use, with a die or matrix in case ol injury to the present matrix.

These plates and matrices are to be deposited at this Office and on the same

being prepared should be delivered by you to me.

I am, &c., tS:c.,

Messrs. Bacon & Fetch. [Signcdl THO^L\S KEOGH.

(174)

23, Percy Circus,

Sir, Feb. 10, 1852.

Having lately been confined at home by diarrhcea, too much debilitated for

business, my son has brought me a letter from you dated 29th January, in which I

was surprised to find our firm rather severely censured for neglect, as it was the first

knowledge I had of the subject. On enquiring I learnt that Mr. Keogh had written

in September for a permanent stock and that you had spoken verbally afterwards

as to having a better supply of prepared plates at all times ready for use, but that

Mr. Fetch being confined to his house by severe illness soon after, these comnnmi-

cations were waiting in the hope of his shortly returning to business, when after

making me acquainted with the subject he intended to forward a reply.

You are aware that during the period which has since elapsed, we have been

pressed with an unusual amount of business in that very department where you

demand our services and even the Honble. Commissioners themselves have kindly

assisted us during the pressure. That pressure, however, is now over, and it is some

evidence that we have not been neglectful, that even at this moment, we have six

new registered plates entirely ready for use when wanted, and we assure you that the

remaining number for stock as well as those to be deposited \nth the Honble. Com-

missioners agreeably to the above-named letter, shall all be got ready without a

moment's delay (unnecessarj-).

We arc, &c. , &c.

,

[Signed] PERKINS, BACON & FETCH.

Ormond Hill, Esq. (p. J. B. Bacon).
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(175)

69, Fleet Street
;

Feb. [1852.]

Sir,

It is doubtless not unknown to you, and probably not to your Hon. Board

cither, that the author of this letter has been for a long time visited with a very severe

and dangerous illness, during which time the transaction of business was impossible,

and it seems during the latter part of that illness that his partner, Mr. Fetch, received

your communication of nth September last, wherein you write as follows :

—

" As circumstances, etc."

In regard to the communication itself, your Hon. Commissioners must be aware

that it is not only important in itself, but under almost any other circumstances migiit

invoh'e most important consequences. We think however when fairly considered,

the demand is a correct one, as it leaves the Government in perfect security for the

wants of the public under every contingency. We ask of your Hon. Board no pe-

cuniary stipulations, pledges, or promises whatever, but shall prepare the plates as

set forth in your letter, and deUver them to the officer duly authorized to receive

them, as quickly as possible, with a mere understanding that although held by you

and in your possession, they are our property, and not to be used but by nuite.al

consent.

W'e request permission also to inspect them half yearly, so as to keep them in a

state of security from rust, and they ought to be kept in a dry place.

,;Signed] J. B. B.\CON.

Thomas Keogh, Esq.

( 17.5:1

)

Somerset House ;

16 April, 1852.

Gentleman,

Mr. Hodgetts having called attention to the work produced from plate

122, I examined some of it and reported to my father on the subject ; and it is by

his desire that I have to request that you will send a dozen or so of the sheets in ques-

tion to us for examination ; that you will cause the whole of the recent work of this

plate to be put aside and not gummed until a decision has been come to in the matter,

and that no more impressions be taken from the plate in question \o. 122.

I am, &c.. Sec,

[Signed] ORMOXD HILL.

ilESSRS. Perkins, Bacon & Co.
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(176)

6g, Fleet Street ;

May 3, 1852.

Dear Sik.

Your letter of tin- 3ntli ult, was received on Saturday, and we have

noticed its contents witli regret. You therein state that " no progress has been made

in the ])reparation of tiic Postage Lal)el jihites " since our letter to you on the subject,

whereas Mr. \\'hite has been incessantly occupied in transferring and finishing those

plates and those alone, from tlie time we wrote you to the present hour ; for although

during a considerable portion of that time we have been very much jiressed with

work We ha\-e given it all to Mr. Grace to do, so as not to interfere wilh ^h. White,

in the preparation of the Postage Plates.

It is true as you sometime back stated, that our stock of plates had got \ery low

and it was \(inr own proposition, and a very proper one too as we conceive, that we

should lirst get up a stock for work ;inil then pre]xire plates to be lodged at Soniei'set

1 louse.

On e.xauiinatiou we find that theri' was 70 days from the time of the i)re\-ioiis

register of plates by the Honble Couuuissioners to that when the last registry of 6

plates was made so that a plate everj' twelve days has been conipleted entire without

taking into account 4 more which are now in a gi-eat state of forwardness. We can-

not therefore admit, nor will the facts, as we think establish, your charge of neglect

against us. ^^'hen we made the promise, we made it in good faith, we have hitherto

kept it, and shall continue to do so. With so many enemies as you at Somerset House

as well as we, have, we are determined that old plates shall be abandoned rather too

soon than too late : further than this there has been a large increase of business during

the last 12 months requiring as you know, new presses and new plates, and in addition

to both of these the Government are continually increasing the demand by extending

compulsory payments. All these circumstances are pressing upon us for new plates

and, notwithstanding all, we ha\e in tw<i short nionths gained a better position as to

plates than we were e\-er in before and surely this shews no neglect. We shall en-

deavour, and we think we can accomplish it, that after the next 3 plates are began

2 shall be prepared for Somerset House and one for e\'ery 2 afterwards as you propose,

but we cannot make this as a positive promise as you are perfectly aware we are sub-

ject to heavy jxnalties and you would all be subject to much annoyance if the public

were to make demands which we were unable to comply with, owing to such sti])ula-

tious. One thing we can say, that nothing shall be allowed to interfere with making

the plates, until all are done and we think we shall be able to manage about r jilate

every 7 or 8 days.

The marks R1-R2-R3 shall be attended .to, our Mr. Bacon who dictated the

last letter to you having been long from business did not notice that any die for Somer-

set House was asked for when it was written. He did and does now perceive the

reasonableness of the Government being secure for proper supplies of stamps in case

of firo or any other unexpected contingencj', and the plates would secure them against

such things, but the die cannot be wanted for any such purpose because we could



APPENDIX C. cjj

easily fui lusli a fresh engrax'iiif,' and frcsli plates before those at Somerset House undi-r

any contmgcncy could jjossibly Ix' worn. If notwithst.mding this fad, a Hat die is

still wanted we shall be- ready to furnish it on having in writing from the Honble.

( onunissioneis, that neither plates nor die shall ever go out of their jxjsscssion, or be

used for any i>urpose whatevi'r, but with our consent in writing, or our breach of any
ol the co\-enan(s we ha\e entered into with the Ilonhle l>ii,Li-d.

We are, &t., &c.,

^Sigiied] PERKINS. F.ACOX & PETCH.
Okmu.nu Hii.l, Esq.

(177)

(mj, I'LEET Street
;

May II, 1852.

Dear Sir,

In reply to your written and verbal conimimications we beg to say that

we shall devote our close attention to the Postage Label plates until all which can be

wanted are completed.

We shall in a fortnight hence have 5 stock plates and 3 reserve plates ready for

registration which will leave the next plate for stock and the one after that for

registration, after which we shall prepare 2 stock for i registration plate until finished.

The flat and circular dies shall be prepared, the one taken from the other as proposed

by your father. After the 8 plates above named we fully believe we shall be able to

produce one plate every 7 or 8 days, most probably one every six working days.

Although we consider our present power sufficient for at least the next 12 months,

we shall immediately order 2 more presses as it is far better to 'kivc too man\- than

too few.

We are, &c., &c.,

[Signed] PERKINS, BACON & PETCH.

Ormond Hill, Esq.

(
177a

)

Somerset House
;

25 June, 1852.

Dear Sir,

The iron box for the Reserve plates is now here and in place. I shall

therefore be glad if some one from you can come across to sec the plates put in and

take possession of the key. The die and roller had Ixtter be brought at same time

if convenient.

Yours very truly,

J.
B. Bacon, Esq. [Signed] ORMONI) IHI.l.,



rjS APPENDIX C.

(I7«)

f)(), Fleet Street ;

Ahl;. 24, 1S52.

Peak Sik,

I !ia\c' ri'ccivcil Nnur Icttrc nl yistcnl;iy's date arc()ni]ianir(l l)y aiKitliiT

dated the K|tli, (rcnii tin- IKad of the Lnndna District I'cst Oflicc to \'mir hrotiu-r

H'S])rcting a fiauil. said to \k- sonu'timcs piactisi'd, (if using different halws ol nbli-

terated stain})s (i\ er again in cases where tlie obliteration lias been \'cry Unv down 01

very liigli up the stamp when originally issued, and proposing a method of greatly

obviating it b\' i)laeing cheque letters in tjie \ipper as well as in tiie lower corners of

tiie stamp, suggesting that they be jilaced in diagonal ])oints thereon, and fiutlier

asking my o])inion whether tlie inscrtitni of the additional letters in the order pro-

posed presents much difficulty.

In rejjly 1 beg leave to state that my own experience of the manner in which

stamps are gener.dly obliterated, and the bare possibility of detection when the guilty

j?arty could be so easilv idi-ntilied and the sax'ing when successful so \'ery small would

have induced me to l)elie\e, if presented as a bari' suj>position, that it would nr\er be

likely to take j)lace. but reasoning against facts is superfluous hjr it seems actually

to have been done, and 1 cannot avoid the icmark in passing, it being so much to the

purpose, that it shows most impressi\rl\ the shortsightedness t)f nuich that passed

in the Conmiittee room of the House of Connuons. when attempts were made in so

many quarters to disparage the imjiortance of the Postage Stamji being secure from

lorgery, because the temptation to the crime and the danger of detection were of

themselves so great a security.

Jn regards to the alteration I conceive that it would very greatly impede if not

altogether prevent this kind of fraud :

1st. because it could not be practised at all witiiout using different liah'es of

stamps which were printed from one and the same plate, but would be

wholly useless if attempted from different plates, and this added to the

rare instances where the stamp is so obliterated as to leave it oi)en to the

fraud would probably go a great way to prevent any such attempt, but

2ndly. whoever carries on such a traffic doubtless studies his business, and

when he attempted the altered stamp he would at once see that the Govern-

ment were awake to his practices, and from very fear thus generated be

deterred from continuing to carry them on, even if he obtained the right

halves wliicli jirobably he would not. I therefore entirely concur with

you in thinking the alteration should be ordered to take place in plates

hereafter to be made, as it may do a vast deal of good, it must do some,

and can be accompanied by no injury to the Government or the public.

.\s however the toj) matter is now and e\'er has bei'U on the die itself and there-

lore requires no time or labour to produce it and under the new plan it must be

erased from the top corners, and stamped in every plate 4S0 times, you will perceive

in a moment that it will increase the time required in the preparation of every new
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|)lutc by from 2\ lo 3 clays, and in fact from tlif ciuaiitit\- of ])latcs now sent would

oblige lis to employ an extra hand. 1 do not mention this latter fact from any desire

to charge the Gtnernment for this additional work, but sim]>ly to guard against the

supposition that the time required for making a gi\en plate will under the new cir-

cumstances be the same as in Ijehalf of my Firm I committed nn'Self to under the old.

However, I apprehend no difficulty in making plates faster than they can possibly

be wanted, as soon as \vc finish making the reser\e.

Having thus given an unqualified adhesion to this new projiosal I hope 1 shall

i)e excused for mentioning a thought which has occurred to me upon this subject,

which is this ; would it not be well as an additional security, and it strikes me it

would be almost perfect to alter the present obliterating stamp to one which should

be in the form of X. If this were done and the figures left out, it might then extend

from one end of the stamp to the other and not being a very thick letter, would rc-

cjuire no more power, no more ink, no more care and no more time than is occupied

by the i)resent obliterating stamp, but probably there are great objections to giving

up the figures which indicate the different office marks, if this be so I conceive that

the letters could be incorporated around the X, leaving the security I am looking to

just as perfect as without them and only in a sUght degree affecting the power and

rapidity of obliteration as compared with the present plan. I merely mention the

thought as it has occurred to me and even if it is not feasible, I doubt not something

might be hit upon which would meet the difficulty effectually.

I am. Dear Sir, &c., &c..

Signed, J. B. BACON,

(for Self & I'artner;

Edwin Hili., Esq.

(179)

69, Fleet Street ;

Sept. ir, 1S52.

Dear Sir,

Ha\ing iiu-estigated the >ubject of ^Mr. Ledingham's note to \ou of the

()th inst., I now beg leave to remark that the orders which the firm gave during my
illness, and which I gave before and since that period, have been to use the same

articles, weighed out in the same proportions, and manufactured into ink or color, in

exactly the same manner with the greatest care and attention, at all times, and on no

account whatever to allow of any change, and further to secure uniformity, we con-

stantly purchase the articles of the largest and most respectable importing houses in

tlic trade, with thi' strict orders always to supply us with the same quality, and which

is of the best.

We have closely questioned the manager of our ink, color and oil manufactory

and he assures us in the most positive manner, that our orders and directions have
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biTii strictly conii)lic(l with and tluit lir neither knciw^, nor lias vvw heard until now

of any conqjlaint tliat the color nl the Postage Label stamps comes oh nioie readily

than it used t(3 do. Havin),' gi\en you the best possible testimony as to the color

itself, I will now add, that if the complaint is well founded, it is most singular that

neither my son who manages our business, Mr. Harrison, who is constantly in the Post

Office dei)artment, your officer Mr. Hodgetts, our jirinters, nor our gummcrs or pressers

should ever lia\e noticed any such fact. I am constrained therefore to say that I

do not think the comijlaint well founded. It is perfectly true that the color is fugitive,

was purposely made so, with the perfect knowledge and consent of CiovernnKnt in

general, and vour brother Rowland Mill, Esq., in particular, in order to defeat any

attempt to take out the obliterating ink, and still have the stamp itself in a fit state

for going upon a fresh letter. The color can tlierefore, be easily forced off, but in

fair and natural use, nothing oi any moment is ol)tained from it. I think the subject

well worth jirobing to the bottom because 1 am couN'inced that the malignity which

has been for some time past displayed against three branches of Her Majesty's Govern-

ment and against ourselves, and which is startled by no amount of self contradictions

and sticks at no unfounded assertions, in order to carry a point, will leave no stone

unturned, in order to injure any of the parties above named, and the best way to

silence them will be by one or two detections, we should therefore feel grateful if the

Post Office authorities will allow us the insptetion of a few of these condemned stamps

should it turn out, that in every case they are single stamps, it will go very far to

negative the comjilaint, because if well founded there must be many whole sheets in

that condition, and if no Postmaster in tlie three kingdoms can send the Post Ofhce

even one sheet, which has never been out oi liis hands, liable to this complaint, then

the evidence is, as I conceive irresistible that the single impressions so defaced or

injured, became so after they were purchased l)y the public, and if sheets can be

obtained from anv Postmaster, wt' belie\-e we can either shew he is mistaken in his

inferences or gather the means of disco\ering the trick. You are doubtless as well

aware as we are that in such a case as the JVnny Postage stamps, the uiere spending

of a pennjf will enable any evil disposed jjerson to play any kind of trick with that

stamp, and declare it was so when he bought it, he can rub the whole ink off, if he

will use a piece of flannel or other material long enough, to pass it througli the Post

Office directed to himself or a friend, and then declare that it was an imitation of the

real stamp. But even supposing for a moment that no men were actuated by bad

motives (and I w'ish for the sake of human nature that there were none such), you

will doubtless recollect, how often my son was in the early stages of the business

called about tlie town, to investigate complaints of Post Offices, that the gum would

not stick to the letters, in almost all instances on his appearance they were quite

confident of proving to him the fact, yet whenever they picked out what they (no

doubt honestly) thought defective stamps, he wetted and successfully attached them

to paper before their eyes so that they confessed the complaints were groundless.

Every few weeks we are informed that the anastatic people profess that they can

imitate the Postage Label and our other work : we have repeatedly applied to them

at the Polytechnic, and they would not shew their skill there, at their printing office,
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and they will not attempt it there. Wc have urged Mr. Appel to attempt some of

our general work offering to pay him any price, which was not very exorbitant whether

he succeeded or not. He was quite willing to undertake it but must get the approba-

tion of his partner Mr. Glyn first, we waited several days and on calling again were

told, that he had not vet seen Mr. Glyn, after many more days dela\-, we called again,

and were told that Mr. Glyn had not given him an answer, that it was of no use calling

again, as Mr. G. had left London for a considerable period and nothing therefore

could be done. I am yet perfectly sceptical as to the power of Appel and Glyn, or

any other anastatic printer to imitate our Penny Postage Label. But I think I may

here state, what I have already mentioned to you in conversation, and testified before

the select Committee of the House of Commons, that we have been and now are ready

at the very shortest notice merely sufficient to grind the ink for the men to prepare

the stamps, in such a way as shall defy the anastatic process to imitate them. The

color may remain so nearly what it is now, that no one would imagine that it had

been altered by design and the impression would be rather improved than deteriorated.

This would not cause the cessation of work for a moment. It would not require any

alteration in anything whatever, but the preparation of the ink, and although that

article would probably cost us a little more money per lb. of which the stamps con-

sume many thousands per annum, we should ask for no alteration in the Contract.

I mention this subject now, because it is possible, though contrary to my anticipa-

tions, they may succeed. It seems to me that both the Go\'ernment and ourselves

would occupj- a better position by anticipating a difficulty before it arose, rather than

by meeting it afterwards.

I am, &c., &c.,

[Signed] J. B. BACOX.

Edwin Hill, Esq.

(i8o)

69, Fleet Street ;

Sept. 28, 1852.

Dear Sir,

Your letter to us attached to another from Mr. Bokenham to Mr

Ledingham, and enclosing 6 stamps alluded to in the letter were yesterday received.

1st. A careful examination of these stamps has convinced us that all the 6 stamps

are genuine and were printed by us, and issued to the pubhc in the ordinary way.

2nd. That the stamps 3 and 6 which are darker than the other 4 both in the ink and

in the gum have become so by the size in the paper having washed into the water

more than ordinary (probably owing to the paper having been fresh made), and thus

the alum in the size has acted upon the color used in printing. 3rd. As to the stamp

which we caU No. i, it has been scraped with a knife or other sharp instrument and

otherwise tampered with, but our Mr. Bacon, who indites this letter, believes that it

has been obliterated and the ink verv well removed while his son does not think it
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was tvcr obliterated at all, both however, agree in '.ne thing viz. that all your oflices

do not use a similar or a good obliterating ink for even in our letters received yester-

day the obliterating ink could not be seen through one of them, while it was visible

in all the others. It is therefore, evident that the stamp w\\\ be e.xposed to these

attacks unless at least as good an ink as that in general use shall be urged upon all the

postmasters. .|th. The stamp No. 2, has been scraped, rubbed and the obliterating

ink but partially removed. 5th. Stamp No. 3, lias been scraped and rubbed ^Mit

aud yet the obliteration is liot removed. 6th. Stam)) No. 4, has been tampered

with, but the obliterating ink remains entire. 7th. Stamp No. 5, has been scraped

and probably rubbed also, but the obliteration is well removed except about the neck

and the machine work near the neck. 8th. Stamp No. 6, has been carefully rubbed

but not scraped and the obhterating ink is still to be seen

We understand that all of them passed through the General Post Office and

from the foregoing facts, we are led in our own minds to the conclusion that 3 of the

6 even to the naked eye, show palpable marks of obliteration and being genuine

stamps call for no further observation, that 2 more of them show signs of having

been once obliterated, since which tricks have been played with them, and as to the

6th stamp, if it has ever been obliterated the same remark applies as to the 2 others

above named and if it has never been obliterated, then it nnist ha\-e passed through

the Post Office in its original uncancelled state.

If these are the stamps alluded to in the correspondence between us whicii took

place a few days back then we cannot ourselves see the grounds on which Post-

masters refuse to acknowledge them, except as to the one stamp and in that one

there certainly is a httle difficulty in determining whether it has been cancelled, but

certainly none as to its being genuine.

We are, &c., &c.,

[Signed] PERKINS, BACON & Co.

Edwin Hill, Esq.

( 181

)

69, Fleet Street
;

Oct. 15, 1852.

Sir,

Your letter of the 13th inst. enclosing 4 Postage Stamps which had been trans-

mitted to your Honble Board by Mr. Jellinger Symons, in the supposition that they

had been previously used and the ink effaced but which the Board have no doubt

are genuine, and although printed from a Plate which ought to have been earlier laid

aside, and pointing out the impropriety of allowing such inferior impressions to be

taken off has been received. We have carefully examined the said stamps, and have

no hesitation in concurring with your Honble Board's opinion that thej' are genuine,

but although we on the whole believe that they have never been tampered with, we

arrive at that opinion with some hesitation, for that one in the upper left hand corner
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lias certainly had sonictiiing on it probably accitlcntal, but the appearance of the

Queen's Head in all, is such as has certainly been caused cither by the action of the

gum, or by having been obliterated and the obliteration afterwards pretty well re-

moved. It is a fact, however, that in some instances a particular plate has been

printed longer than it should have been, while waiting for a new set to be registered,

but from the time that our attention was called to the subject last spring by the state-

ment of Mr. ^[untz, we have given directions and which we \nll see shall be positively

enforced, that no plate shall continue printing, when it is in the least degree in-

juriously worn, but that all shall hereafter be cancelled rather before than after they

have arrived at an imjierfect state. \\'e herewith return tlic stamps, and are. Sir,

&c., &c.,

LSigned] PERKINS, BACON & Co.

J. S.^RGENT. Esq.

Inland Revenue.

( 182.)

6f), Fleet Street
;

Mar. 6, 1854.

De.\r Sir,

Your favour of the 2nd inst. was not received till Saturday. As it

occasionally turns out that we lose entire postage plates, from the wear of one or two

of the heads, which cannot be successfully re-entered in consequence of hardening,

we ha\'e lately tried several plates without hardening hoping that the wear would

justify such proceeding, which would have been very desirable, if successful, as it

would then be easy to re-enter any head \\hich in the course of jjrinting was found

to need it. We have had but ju^t enough experience to prove that altho" we gained

the latter object, the plates do not, on an average last more than half as long, and

have therefore determined to abandon it, but as considerable time will be saved in

re-engraving those plates o\er what would be required for entirely new ones, we

propose immediately to re-engrave them, and then submit them to the usual harden-

ing process and afterwards to prepare new plates but as far as the purposes of

Government go, these are in themselves the same as new plates.

We are now in a better condition than ordinary, as we have suppUed an entire

set of Duplicates in deposit and future plates will all be applicable to use whenever

wanted. We shall not o\-erlook the necessity of keeping up a sufficient supply to

prevent any plate remaining at press, after it ought to be withdrawn and shall not

rest satisfietl, until we haw a fresh stock of ten to fall Ijack upon.

We are, &c., &c.,

[Signed] PERKINS, BACCA' & Co.

Or.monu Hill, Esq.
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(183)

69, I'LEKT Stkf.et
;

S<'i'l. 5. i'\i4-

Gentlemen,

After the lapse of 14 years during which we have had occasion to use tlie

original flat die for the preparation of Postage Stumps, we find that it is desirable

to prepare a new one in which the lines iiiav he cut dee]5er than they now are. which

will produce a stronger impressicin ;in(l enable \is to ])riiit more labels h'om a Plate

before it is worn out. W'e have had to go through a similar process lately in pre-

paring plates for some of the Colonial Governments so that we have evidence before

us to prove that the object we propose may be obtained without in any wa}' destroy-

ing the identity of tlu' Queen's Head.

We therefore, have to request the permission of your llonble Hoard to iirejiarr

tiie new flat die referreil to, under the direction of the Inspector of M.iM. Stamjis.

W'e have &c., (S;c.,

Signed] PERKINS, P>.\('()X eS: Tn.

The llonble Commisbioners of luLind l\e\cuuc

(184)

Ix!..\Ni) Revenue ;

SoMKRSFT HofSE, LONDON
;

13 Sept., 1854.

Gentlemen,

The Board of Inland I\.e\enue have had before them your letter of liie

5th instant requesting that a new flat die for the preparation of postage stamps may

be prepared. I am directed to acquaint \'ou that thev ha\T consenti-d lo your

request.

I am to state however that on the completion of the new die you will be re-

quired to submit to the Board a proof impression of tlu' same together with a ]n"oof

impression of the present die.

1 am, &c., &c.,

[Signed] TIIOM.XS K1':()GH.

ilESSRS Perkins, H.\con tk Co.
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(i«5)

London, No. 69, Fleet Strekt
;

25th September, 1S54.

Sir,

Agrroabiy to your Honblo Board's permission of the I3tli inst. \vc have pre-

pared a new Die for the " One Penny " Postage Stamps, and have herewitii the lionor

o( enclosing two impressions from the same, as also two others taken from the

original Die, and all of them in the presence of your Officer.

We believe the new Die will be found to be a faithful copy of the original except

bciiii,' in all respects deeper cut and stronger, and this is the more desirable because

w hen tile Die was first iiiadc, it was intended to lie used for printing with black ink,

and was therefore not made as strong as it would have been, had we then known

that it would afterwards be printed in color.

Should this die receive the approval of the Board, we shall be prepared to harden

an<l p\it it into operation for the preparation of new Plates without delay.

We are, &c., &c.,

[Signed] Per Proc. PERKINS, BACON & Co.

J. P. BACON.

Thomas Keogh, Esq.

Inland Revenue.

(
iS^'

)

Inl.wd Revenue
;

Somerset House,

3 October, 1854.

Gentlemen,

Referring to your communication of the 25th ultimo transmitting two

impressions from the new die for the one penny postage stamps which you ha\'e

prepared, I have to inform yo\i that the Board are decidedly of opinion that the Die

in question is objectionable, the im]iression of it being so very unlike the stamps

now in use.

They therefore tiiink that another effort should be made to produce a Die which

would give an impression as nearly similar to tiie present one as possible.

1 am, (S:c., &c.,

[Signed] THOMAS KEOGH.
Messrs. Perkins, Bacon & Co.
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(1^7)

(kj, I~i.i:i;t Siuki:t
;

N<i\-. .],
1.S54.

Deak Sik,

W'c :in- greatly ()l)li{^r(l by your kind attontidii ami liints tn AFr. 1 luiiiplirics

(sic) in the pnjiai ation nl the new Postage Pi'iiny Stamp die, and wliicfi we under-

stand from liini, that you appro\-e in its j)resent state. W'eliaxe forwarded iiert'witii

a letter to Mr. Keogh, enclosing impressions whieli we shall feel obliged if yon will

seal and forward to the ('ommissionors as early as convenient after ha\'ing examined

the ctmtents.

We are, &c., &c.,

[SipnedJ I'l'.RKlXS, I'.ACOX \- C.i

Okmond 11 ill, Esq.

(
J«8

)

6g, Flket Street :

Nov. 3, 1854.

Sir.

In consequence of the permission contained in your letter of tlu' inst.,'

we have again prepared a steel Die for the one PennA* Postage Stamp, which we trust

we have succeeded in making exactly like the original in every respect except that

it is deeper cut and this can hardly be perceived by the eye, although when the im-

pressions from it come to be worn the advantage will be most palpable. We have

the honour f>f enclosing two impressions from the die as it now is and marked in pencil

last die ; one from the Original Die when first made and one from the original die

as it now is after having produced more than 4,000 engraved Steel stamps and

200,000,000 of im])ressions, but the die which we now propose to use will give thousands

of millions of impressions. Should this die prove satisfactory to your Rouble Board

we should be glad to prepare plates from it as early as ]iossihle as they will doubtless

wear much longer than those lately made.

We have &c., &c.,

;Signed] PERKINS, BA(ON (.S: Co.

Thomas Keogii, ]Isq.

^ The liatt' was oiniltrtl It) br filled in.
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( 180

)

Inland Rkvenue,

SoMERSKT Hoi'sr;,

London.

Nownibcr iitli, 1.S54.

Gentlemen,

The Board of Inland Revenue have liad before tlieni yonr letter of the

3r(l instant, transmitting an impression of a new steel die prepared by you for the

one penny postage label.

I am directed to state that the Board approve of the impression submitted, and

I am to authorize you. to jjroceed with the jjreparation of steel plates by transfers

from the die from which this impression was taken.

I am, (S:e., cS:c.,

fSigncdl T1U)-MAS KEOGII.

Messrs. Perkins, Bacon & Co.

{190)

by, Fleet Stkeet
;

Nov. 17, 1854.

Gentlemen, •

In consequence of the long use of llic " one penny " Postage die, to an

extent not originally anticipated, it has become weakened, so that the transfers pro-

ceeding from it wear out much faster than the\- tlid originally, as we have already

explained to your Honble Board, when writing for permission to make the new die

and the demand now required for the remainder of the year being large, we are in-

convenienced in supplying tJiem until plates from the new die are ready for press.

We shall therefore feel greatly obliged if your Honble Board will allow us to have

8 of the 14 reserved plates for inuui'di;itc use and wliicli we will rc])laer by others

from the new die when ready.

We have, &c., c\:c.

[Signed] PERKINS, BACOX Ov Co.

The Honble the Commissioners

of Inland Revenue.
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(191)

Inland RE\nENUE,

Somerset House, London
;

Gentlemen, 20 Xovcmber, 1^54.

Till- Board liaxing had under tluir consideration your application for

eight of the reserved ])latcs, are of opinion that it would too much diminish the

Revenue to part with more than six of sucJi plates and moreover having regard to

tlic state of the demand for postage stamps they think it would not be right to dehvcr

out any of the plates except with a clear imderstanding tiiat in order to make good

the reserve and provide a proper stock ol plates in work you do coiii])l(tc one new

plate every week until tlie reserve be made good and your working stock be made

up to twenty plates.

The Board request to be informed whether you are prepared to consent to this

arrangement.

I am, &c., &c.

Signed] THO.M.VS KECHH

Messrs. Perkins, Bacon & Co.

( 192 )

69, Fleet Street ;

Sir, Nov. 21, 1854.

\\'e have the honor to acknowledge receipt of your letter of yesterday and in

reply hereby agree to the arrangement as named by you \\hich we will faithfully

carry out and beg to express our thanks to your Honble Board for the loan of the 6

plates.

We have the honor to be, &c., &c.

[Signed] PERKINS, BACON & Co.

Thom.\s Keogh, Esq.

(193)

Referring to the .\rticles of Agreement dated the 27th day of August, 1851,

between yoursehes and the Commissioners of Inland Revenue and to your Bond of

the same date whereby you agreed and became bound to prepare and complete for

the purpose of printing certain Postage stamps, so many fine steel plates as the Com-

missioners should from time to time require and would engrave or impress upon each

of such plates certain copies or fac-similes of a certain Engraving in the said Articles

mentioned with such additions and in the manner therein provided, and referring

also to vour letter of the 17th of November instant, requesting the Commissioner

to deliver out to you from the reserved stock of such plates deposited at this Office,

eight of such plates for immediate use and to my letter of the 20th instant, intimating
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to \-(iu tlii'ir cdiiscnt In (l('li\cr uut tu yuu, six of such rcscr\'c(l jjlatcs on tlu' uiicUt-

standiiig tluit in oiilcr to make ^ood the reserve and provide a i)i'oper stock of plates

in work you should complete one new plate every week until the reserve should be

made good, and your working stock be made up to twenty plates, and also referring

to your letter to me of the 2ist instant in reply agreeing to such arrangement, and

the Connnissioners having delivered out to j'ou six of such reserved plates for im-

mediate use. They hereby give you notice and require you in pursuance of the said

Articles of Agreement of the 27th of August, 1851, to prepare and cuniplete in the

manner therein mentioned six new plates to be substituted for the plates so delivered

out and deliver each plate to the Commissioners as soon as the same is complete, and

also to prepare and complete in like manner so many other new plates as will make

nji witli those n(jw in use the full number of twenty plates for work in addition to tlie

number of fourteen plates to be kept in reserve by the Connnissioners, and that one

of such new plates be completed within a week from this day and one other every

successive week until the whole number be completed the six first to be ileliviri'd to

the Connnissioners for the reserve as aforesaid.

The Commissioners also give you notice that you do from time to time pursuant

to the said Articles prepare and complete a new plate as often as any of such plates

shall bi' disused so that the stock of plates to Ix- ke].)t for work and capable of being

used to the satisfaction of the Officer employed in that behalf bi' at no time less than

twenty in addition to those to be kept in reserve by the Commissioners.

Dated this 25th day of Xo\'ember 1854.

By Order of the Connnissioners.

[Signed] THO.AIAS KEOGH.
To Messrs. Perkins, B.uon & Co.

69, Fleet Street.

( 194)

lxL.\ND Revenue,

Somerset House ;

31 January, 1855.

Gentlemen,

Under the very pressing circumstances we consent to the alteration in

the mark of the new plate from R17 to 7. I have made an engagement with one of

the Commissioners to be at Fleet St. to-morrow at | past 2 to register the three plates.

I trust you will have everything quite read\'.

I am, (S:c., &c.

Signed; OKMONI) HILL.

Messrs. Perkins, B.\con & Co.

The new plate last began will bv No. 8.
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(195)

Dear Sir,

Nkw North K<md ;

l'\l>. 12 53.

There lias Ix-lii iiu alteraliou in the color with the exception of a thicker

mucilage. The ingredients are the same as they have ever been, neither is there

anything in the composition which can possibly effect the steel. The evil comidained

of lies in the allum of the paper, and is fearfully accelerated by continuing the sauu-

set of Blankets in use for so many days. They should be changed twice or thrice a

day. In order to prove what I say I would wish you to ha%'e a day's work of paper

wetted with soda in the water. Two ounces to the gallon, and let the men try with

clean Blankets, and if this practice is continued you will find no corrosion of plates

take place. The reason the color has been thickened, is in order to produce better

impressions. I should liave done myself the pleasure of waiting upon you, but am
labouring under a se\ere cold.

I am, &c., &c.

[Signed] J. 11. FISHEK. '

J. B. Bacon, Esq.

(196:

Somerset House
;

15 March, 1855.

Gentlemen,

I send the bearer Mr. Peacock, the superintendent of the perforating to

you, with a view to getting rectified a disagreement, which he will point out, in the

crosses which you print upon the sheets of Postage Labels, as a guide for the per-

forating. I believe that this inaccurary arises chiefly from the want of proper tem-

plates by which to make the crosses. I send card patterns, by Mr. Peacock, of such

as I think would be best ; and I think that if you would let your work people make
such, in brass, or iron, and work by them, complete accuracy would be insured.

By so doing you will much oblige.

Gcntlrnuii, &r., &c.

ISigncd] OKMOXI) HILL.

Messrs. Perkins, Bacon & Co.



Al'l'LMJlX C. Ill

( 107 )

6g, Fleet Street :

Ai.ril 2, 1.S55.

Dear Sir,

Ha\in(,' si-cureil a jiatcnt and jjirparcd tlir iiiai liiiury lor a luu intthod

of copper or sttLl plate jMinting from engra\ed plates, by means of mechanical in-

stead of hand power and which we think will be applicable to, and usefnl in, jirjnting

Postage stamj)s, we should feel greatly obliged if the Honblc. the Conunissioners of

Inland Revenue will give permission to have it tested by printing one of the Postage

plates before registering, in one of the rooms of the postage department of our pre-

mises. ^^'c propose to test it with a paper altogether different in appearance from

that which is in actual use, and all the impressions taken from the plate can be kept

in charge of, or destroyed by, your officer. As several days may be consmiicd in

bringing new and complicated machinerj' to accomplish that which has never yet

been done and the machine is in the drying room over that in which your ofificer is

stationed perhaps you would be better satisfied to appoint a special officer to super-

intend the trial, in which case we are quite ready to bear the expense.

^^e are, &c., &c.

Signed! PERKINS. BACOX & Co.

Okmond Hill, Esq.

P.S.

—

We expect to be ready for trial on Thursday morning next.

(198)

Inland Revenue
;

Somerset House, London.

5th April, 1835.

Gentlemen,

I have laid before the Board of Inland Re\'enue \'our letter of the 2nd.

instant requesting their permission to print with an unregistered Postage label Plate

in a newly contri\ed machine, with a \iew to testing the machine as to its applicabilit\-

to the printing of Postage label Stamps.

I am directed to state that the Board ha\e consented to this request on tlu under-

standing that the plate in question is taken charge of by a person sent specially by

the Superintendent of Postage Stamps, who will receive all the impressions taken

from it, and forward them to this office for the purpose of being destroyed.

The Board will afterwards inform yuii of the expense which \'ou will be required

to ilefray in this matter.

1 am, (.Vc, (S:c.

1
Signed] THOMAS KEOGH.

Messrs. Perkins, Bacon & Co.
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i 199

)

Inland RkvI'Nii-:
;

SOMEKSKT HolSli,

I>S .ALay, 1.S55.

Gkn ti.i:mi:n,

My :itti'iUi(.in has bfcii called In Ihc great vaiialidii iVuiii the straight

liiiis which ajipi'ars in several of the rows oi heads upon new plate No. 13. This

want of truth is so considerable, that it is quite impossible for us to perforate the

sheets of this plate without considerably incroaching upon some of the stamps. Under

these circumstances I have to request that you will inunediately discontinue working

this plate ; an^l that you will take measures to prevent your engra\ers from falling

into the same inaccuracies as respects any other plates they may be making. I have

also to request that you will have the other new (recently registered) plates ex-

amined and if there are others inaccurate in like nianncr, that you will not put them

to press until it has been (U-cidrd whether or not the impressions frcm tlK-m can be

received.

1 am, Ike, &c.

[Signed] OKMOXD IIHJ,.

Messrs. ]'i;kkins, Bacox & Co.

( 200)

Extract from a letter of Messrs. Perkins, Bacon & Co., to Mr. Edward Barnard,

Agent-General for the Crown Colonies, dated May 19th, 1855.

" We deeply regret the delay which has taken place, and think you are entitled

to know the cause why we have sometimes of late been so wanting in our usual

punctualit\'. When we undertook to supply our Home Government with postage

stamps we did not anticipate anything like the demand, which began and continued

annually to increase, and therefore prepared ourselves with but one original die ; but

from that one die we have had to prepare and produce over 50,000 engravings on

bteel. This die experienced no \isible deterioration for many years. But about

two years since the plates from it showed signs of weakness, which continued gradually

to increase until those that formerly produced 100,000 good impressions latterly

gave only 20,000 to 30,000. The time occupied in preparing these plates at first

was great ; but owing to these causes we have been kept incessantly occupied in

their manufacture with the machinery appropriated to that purpose, as it was utterly

impossible for the Government to suspend any part of their supply of stamps to the

public, as required. When we ascertained the origin of this falling off in the pro-

ductiveness of our plates, and that it was not accidental, which at first we suspected

it to be, w-e obtained permission to prepare another original die similar to the first,

but from which we ha\e now secured a sufficient number of flat dies to last for
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CLiituriiA, and these we could easily have done in the former instance, liad we supposed

it would prove necessary. The plates are now even better than they were at first
;

but it has taken a long time to meet this extraordinary and unexpected drag upon us,

which will, however, cease in two or three weeks, and we can promise the New South

Wales 2d. postage plate, with its accompaniments, in tlu-ee weeks, and the id. and 3d.

in six weeks from the prc.-ent time."

( 201 )

69, Fleet Street
;

May 22, 1855.

Dear Sir,

We received youi" note of the iSth inst. on Saturday, but as Mr. White

demurred to the correctness of the objections made to Plate No. 13 and having no

impressions on hand (it not being at press), we ordered some taken and on a careful

examination, although we do not discover rows of heads which greatly vary from the

straight line, there certainly is one head viz. A G & B G in the second Une from the

top which is verj- much out and could not be perforated or in any other way parted

from the remainder without taking from the stamp itself and which consequently

leaves the plate decidedly open to the objections mentioned in your letter. No n;ore

impressions shall be taken from that plate until after the defect has been remedied

which we do not at present know that it can be.

We have examined the rest of the plates which are not open to a similar com-

plaint and have given strict charge to our engravers to avoid falling into the like

error again.

We are, &c., &c..

Signed] PERKINS. BACON & Co.

OrSond Hill, Esq.

(202 )

11-2-5O.

HoNBLE. Sirs,

We beg to apologise for intruding upon your \aluable time but a state-

ment has lately appeared in the City Article of the " Times " newspaper, asserting

with such an air of authority that at the expiration of the present contract for Pos-

tage stamps, arrangements had already been made to exchange the present mode

for surface-printing, that although merely a newspaper notice it induces us to address

you.
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We neither ask nor expect your Honors to do any tiling for us (k-triinental to the

public interest and we arc satisfied it would be useless even if wc did ; but assuming

that the quality of tlie work produced by us to be equal or superior to that which can

be obtained elsewhere, and that it shall also be as economical to the ]'uMic Purse,

then We tru>'t that your Honors will agree with us in thinking that we have claims to

be continued in your service which cannot be .advanced by other parties, to say noth-

ing of the fact that om l-"inii originated and introduced that system of engraving

and transferring which has led to the general use of so much superior work of art at

reasonable prices as is now the case, still when the penny postage was first introduced,

and although premiums were offered and some hundreds of plans profiered not one

among them was found to answer (as ^Mr. ^[^lh\ady's tiic only one accepted had but

a few months existence) we were then applied to and (imder the instructions of Mr.

Cole as to the wants of the Government) we produced a stamp which was accepted

and approved by your Honors, and although the undertaking was new and arduous

we were ready at the time specified and from that day to this, have ever supplied your

very large and constantly increasing demands in that Department, without any

stoppage or more than one single sheet ha\ing been missing from the whole number

entrusted to us for printing, and that one wry probably was delivered by us but

stuck to another sheet and was counted and destroyed as one sheet, when actuallj-

there were two together ; indeed we thankfully appeal to the evidence of Mr. Rowland

Hill and Mr. Keogh, before the Parliamentary Committee as to the satisfactory manner

in which we had then performed our Contracts, and we doubt not the present respected

Head of that Department will say it is quite as well done as ever it was. As regards

economy we believe that a good practical stamp safe as to obliteration, cannot be

had at a less price than we charge for it, and as to an opinion which some hold that

surface-printing is as secure from forgery as ours, we think it cannot be sustained on

examination either by theory or practice. As to the former it seems to us at least

self evident that as is the case of the present id. and ad. adhesive stamps, the machine

pattern is produced by such a combination of intersecting lines and yet exhibiting

to the naked eye a perfect pattern. Owing to the work being indented in the plate,

and the hand of the printer wiping the surface of the plate and lea\ing the ink below,

while if the same pattern could be produced by surface-printing the wt)rk would be

raised above the metal, and the fineness of tlie pattern is such that the ink would

clog the interstices and prevent the possibility of perfect printing in any quantity
;

and as to the secondary security from forgery we are quite willing to have our system

tested against any other which may be ottered to you, holding out any jMofession to

be as secure, and we are willing to pledge ourselves at our own expense to prove its

great superiority.

Signed] PERKINS, BACON & Co.

The Board of Inland Revenue.
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Inland Revenue,

Somerset House, London
;

i4tli PY'bruary, 1856.

Gentlemen,

The Board having had before them your letter of tfie nth instant as to a

statement having appeared in the " Times " to the effect that at the expiration of

the present contracts for printing the penny postage stamps, it was the intention of

the authorities to adopt the system of surface-printing for those stamps, I am directed

to acquaint you that the whole subject will shortly receive the fullest consideration,

but the Board have not at present come to any determination upon it, as alleged in

the article referred to.

I am, &c., &c.,

[Signed] THOMAS KEOGH.
Messrs. Perkins, Bacon & Co.

(204)

Inland Revenue,

Somerset House, London ;

15th February, 1856.

Gentlemen,

In April last you applied to the Board for permission to print with an

unregistered Postage Label Plate in a newly contrived machine, with a view to testing

the machine as to its applicability to the printing of the Label Stamps.

The Board by their letter to you of the 5th of that month, consented to this

request on the understanding that the Plate in question should be taken charge of by

a person sent specially by the Superintendent of Postage Stamps, and they added

that you would afterwards be informed of the expence which you would be required

to defray. It appears that the experiments in question have been brought to a con-

clusion, and that the time of the Officer's attendance in connexion with this business

amounts to 674 hours.

I am directed to call upon you to pay to the Receiver-General the expence of

this attendance namely £33 14s. od.

I am, &c., &c.,

[Signed

I

THOMAS KEOGH.

Messrs. Perkins, Bacon & Co.
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69, Fleet Street
;

Sir, F.l). iS, 1S56.

W'c liavf tlu' liont)!' to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 15th

inst. stating that as tlie expeiinients upon the new machine for printing the Postage

Stamps jiad been brought to a conclusion, you are directed by the Board to call upon

US to pay to the Receiver-General the sum of £33 14s. od. being for 674 lK)urs of time

your oflicer was in attendance in connection with that business.

We beg to state that we have paid to the Receiver-General the sum of £33 14s. od.

as above for which we have his receipt. You are under an erroneous impression

however, as to the experiments having been concluded we having informed your

officer Mr. Peacock, that such was not the case when he put the question to us about

three weeks back. It is true, howe\-or, that the inventor after ha\ing made great

progress has broken down in his attempt to perfect the machine, but as we have such

a large sum upon the in\ention, and a little additional time and expense will enable

us to ascertain whether we cannot take it up where he has left it and thus bring it to

perfection, we shall feel greatly obliged it \uur Ihjnble. Boanl will allow us to have

an officer again in a few days and for a few ilays in order to test the improN'ements

it is now undergoing. The expense of his attendance to be paid by us as before.

Thanking you for this favor and requesting that permission may be con-

tinued for a short time longer.

We liave the honor to be, &c., &c.,

Thomas Keogh, Esq. Signedj PERKINS, BACON & Co.

(206)

Inland Revenue,

Somerset House, London ;

23rd February, 185G.

Gentlemen,

The Board have had before them your letter of the i8th instant, requesting

that as the experiments upon the new machine for printing the Postage Stamps

are not concluded, you may be allowed to have the attendance of an Officer of this

Department again in a few days in order to test the improvements the machine is

now undergoing.

I am directed to inform you that the Board ha\e instructed the Superintendent

of Postage Stamps to send an Officer for this purpose as soon as you arc prepared to

continue the trial of the machine, the expense of his attendance being defrayed by

you as before.

I am, &c., &c.,

iSignedl THOMAS KEOGH.
Messrs. Perkins, Bacon & Co.
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Inland Revenue,

Somerset House, London
;

^tli June, 1856.

Gentlemen,

The Board of Inland Revenue lia\e l)rought under the consideration of

tile Lords of the Treasury the subject of the supplj- of One-penny and Two-penny

adhesive Postage Stamps in reference to the circumstance that your Contract with

this Department for the preparation of these stamjjs will expire in the month of

July next.

1 am directed to inform you that their Lordships have authorized the Board to

renew the Contract with you for i\\c preparation and gumming the One-penny and

Two-penny adhesive postage stamps of the descriptions hitherto supplied for another

period of five years subject to the following conditions.

Their Lordships state that it appears that the materials used by you have not

at all times been of the best qualitj-, that the ink has been less fugitive in some in-

stances than others, and that the Gum has considerably varied in quality. In the

event therefore, of the Post Office authorities making a complaint to this Board as

to the inferiority of the materials used by you in the preparation of these stamps,

or that the Contract is insufficiently executed in other respects the Board shall ha\ e the

right to put an end to that Contract upon giving you six months notice at any time

after the first year ; but that if you should feel that you have ground of complaint

against such determination of the Contract an appeal should be open to you to the

Lords of the Treasury whose decision thereon is to be final.

Their Lordships are also of opinion tliat an article should be inserted in tlie new-

Contract under which you will be required to adojjt anj impro\'enient in the manufac-

ture or design of the present Stamps or the introduction of any other description

which experience and the progress of art, may shew to be desirable and which this

Board shall approve and require, upon the understanding that you will ha\e a claim

to such compensation as their Lordships may determine for any atlditional expense

to which you may be subjected bj- the exercise of that right on the part of this Board.

On your signifying your consent to a Contract containing the condilions herein ex-

pressed the Board's Solicitor will immediately prepare such Contract for your

execution.

I am, &€., &c.,

[Signed] THOMAS KEOGH.

Messrs. Bacon & Petch.
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69, Fleet Street
;

June 23, 1S56.

:\Iv Dear Sir,

We have now 7 Postage Stamp j)lates ready for registering and as 2 of

them are of a new size adapted to printing by machine and the machine is now ready

for what we hope will be a conclusive trial ; we shall feel greatly obliged if your Honble

Board will appoint as early a time as convenient for the registration in order that we

may have it tested.

We are, &c., &c.,

[Signed] PERKINS, BACON & Co.

Ormond Hill, Esq.

( 209

)

T\L.\ND Revenue,

Somerset House, London;

23rd Juno, 1856.

Gentlemen,

Referring to the communication which the Board addressed to you on the

4th instant, relative to the Contract proposed to be entered into with you for the

preparation and gumming of the Postage Label Stamps of One Penny, and Two-

pence, I am directed to state that the Board have since recci\ cd instructions from the

Treasury to propose to you a reduction of the terms at which the Stamps are at present

supplied.

When the Contract was entered into in 185 1, the quantity supplied for a year to

the 5tli .April preceding was 249,975,120. In the year ended the 31st March last,

the quantity was 4i9,853,3()o. Considering the increase to nearly double the

amount in 1831, the Board are desirous to know what reduction of the present rate of

3d. per 1,000 Stamjis you are willing to make.

I am. Sec, &c.,

iSigned] THOM.VS KKOC.H.

Messrs. Bacon & Petch.
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()(), Fleet Stkeet ;

June 30. 1856.

Sir,

We beg to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 23rcl inst. K.-^

We confess that we were not prepared for your connnunication as we thouglit

that a new Contract for the preparation of the id. and 2d. adhesive stamps had been

agreed upon at the present price of 5d. per 1,000 with certain other stipulations

which you had proposed.

We admit the correctness of your remark that the amount of work now required

is considerably greater than it was when the last Contract was made, but we must

be permitted to add that the present price is an exceedingly low one and would not

pay the expenses if the quantity required were not very large and this price which

was a considerable reduction from the previous one was fixed in consequence of what

we cannot but call an unfair underhand attempt made by Mr. Archer to supplant us.

Mr. Archer, after receiving every courtesy and assistance from us in bringing

out his invention, first attacked us with false charges in public and when they were

refuted offered to do the work at a lower price although he neither knew what he

would have to do nor was capable of performing it. But beyond this we can with

truthfulness say that in none of the items of our very large expenditure in conducting

this business has there been any reduction in cost, but in several of the items, viz.,

color, canvas, gum, machinery, steam, gas and labour there has been a large increase,

so that the rate of profit we did make is now very considerably diminished and we

believe it will be admitted by all your officers acquainted with the subject that we

have made great improvements and that everything is now in a perfectly satisfactory

state. Under all these circumstances we really think it will be fair and reasonable on

both sides that the Contract should be drawn out at 5d. per 1,000 or £5 per 1,000 sheets,

as heretofore. We cannot deny, however, that ha\ing had the honour of being em-

ployed by your Honble. Board from the conunencement of the system of id. postage

to the present time and having expended large sums in buildings and machinery, we

should be sorry to lose the Contract, and if their Honors the Lords of the Treasury,

after knowing the facts, insist upon reduction in the price we would consent to con-

tinue the work for 5 years more as alread\ arranged at 4id. per 1,000 stamps or £4 los.

per 1,000 sheets, lower than this we cannot go.

Hoping that your Honble. Board will see that the arrangement as it at piesent

stands is as it ought to be.

We have the honour to be, &c., &.C.,

[Signed] PERKINS, BACOX ^S: Co.

Thomas Keogh, Esq.
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Inland Revenue,

Somerset House ;

July lo, 1856.

Gentlemen,

The Board luniiig had before them your letter of the 30th ultimo, in regard

to the reduction in the terms upon which you will undertake to supply the penny and

two penny postage stamps for a further period of hve years ; I am directed to acquaint

you that the Postmaster-General is willing to accept the reduction proposed in the

Contract pi ice of the stamps in question.

I am, however, to observe that it is considered, even at tlie reduced price, that the

payment to you is exceedingly liberal, and the Board must therefore require that the

work be invariably executed in the best possible manner.

1 am, &c., &c.,

[Signed] THO.MAS KEOGH.

Messrs. Bacon & Fetch.

212

)

No. 69, Fleet Street
;

August 23, 1856.

Dear Sir,

We beg to acknowledge receipt of your note attached to a letter from

Mr. Thomas Bartlett, of Blakedown House, near Kidderminster, suggesting that it

would be a very great convenience to the public if one side of the sheet of Postage

stamps were printed with the figures i to 20 " as it would save the trouble of counting,

which is more or less troublesome in the case of remitting or indeed of purchasing
"

and asking for our observations thereon.

In reply we would state that we think Mr. Bartlett considerably magnifies the

inconvenience now suffered and the beneht to be derived from his suggestion- but

we have no objection to carrying it out, and although it would cause us a trifling

expense, we should not think of charging it to the Government. If done it would

of course be on the left and not right side of the sheet.

We are, &c., &c.,

rSigned] PERKINS, BACON & Co.

(per L. de Nicolas).

Ormond Hill, Esq.
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69, Fleet Street
;

Sept. 4, 1856.

Sir,

W'v liavc the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your communication of the

29th ult. and presuiiio tlic letter therein referred to was from T. Bartlett, Esqre., of

Blakedown House, Kidderminster, in wliich he suggests that it would be a great con-

venience to the pubhc and no expense to the Government if un one side of the sheet

of Postage stamps i, 2, 3, etc., were printed down as it would save the trouble of

counting which is more or less troublesome in the case of remitting or indeed of

purchasing. In reply we beg to state that although we think Mr. Barth tt somewhat

exaggerates the inconvenience of the present arrangement and the convenience of

that which he suggests, the addition of the i to 2'> can easily be effected on the left

hand side of the sheet, and although it would be attended with some little labor and

expense on our part still we are quite willing to make the addition without further

charge should your Honourable Board think proper to adopt the plan. We received

a similar communication from Mr. Ormond Hill on the 21st vdt., which was imme-

diately replied to, but we presume we were in error in addressing our reply to him

instead of yourself.

We have the honor to be, &c., &c.,

fSignedl PERKINS, BACON & Co.

Thom.^s Keogh, Esq.

Gentlemen,

(214)

Inl.and Revenue,

Somerset House ;

9 September, 1856.

W ith reference to your letter of the 4 Instant, I am directed to acquaint

you that the Board think it would conduce to the conwnienre of all vendors of Postage

Stamps and others that the sheets should be numbered in tlie manner proposed, and

I am therefore to request that you will cause it to be done.

I am, &c., &c.,

[Signed] THOMAS KEOGH.

Messrs. Bacon & Petch.
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Pear Sir,

69, Fleet Street
:

Oct. 14, 1836.

Agreeably to what we understood to be your verbal directions we have

stamped the figures I to 20 on one side of a hardened one penny postage plate and

find the expense of so doing by piniches will be 3s. gd. each plate, the i)unches cost

45s. each set of 20, and we belicxc the stamping of 32 hardened plates would wear

out 2 sets ;- -

Say punches for 32 plates .

.

.

.

£4 i" "

Punching and scraping 32 plates .

.

. . 600

Making together .

.

.

.

. . £10 10 o

yVnd if our estimate for the wear of the punches is correct, of course tlie stamping

on botli sides would be double the above-named sum.

We arc quite willing, however, to lea\e the charge for punches to be ruled by

the actual result and not by our estimate if that should be jsrcferred as we have no

experience accurately to guide us on such a subject.

We are, &c., &c.,

[Signed] PEI^KINS, B.U'ON cSr Co.

O. Hill, Esq.

( 216 I

Inland Revenue,

Somerset House, London
,

24 October, 1836.

Gentlemen,

With reference to the Board's letter of the 9th ultimo in which 5'OU were

instructed to cause the sheets of Postage stamps to be numbered in the manner

suggested by Mr. Bartleet (sic) of the Post Office, I am directed to acquaint you

that on reconsideration of this matter and finding that the same is not required

by the Licensed Vendors the Board decline to adopt the suggestion and ha\e so

informed Mr. Bartleet [sic).

I am, &c., &€.,

[Signed] T. SARGENT,

Assisl. Secretary.

Messrs. B.\con & Petch.
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Xo. 69, I'T.EET Strf.et
;

November 13, 1856.

Dear Sir,

1 beg to apologize for not sooner replying to your application for us to

supply you with some of the penny Postage ink to assist the authorized imitation

of that stamjj. Your application to my son was verbally made and so communicated

by him to me, and I regret that in the pressure of business I forgot it.

It is with regret tiiat we decline anything tliat either you, or your Honourable

Board, wish from us, but we do not feel called upon to assist in the forgery of a Postage

stamp, even supposing (which is not the case) that we had no other reasons for declin-

ing to supply our ink.

If the demand of the imitator, however, that he wishes to show his production

in the same ink as the genuine stamp, is sincere, we are quite ready, by having

authority, to send you one or more stamps printed with ordinary ink either on India

or plain paper, either ot whicli he can also employ in producing his imitations.

I am, &c., &c.,

[Signed] PERKINS, BACON & Co.

(per L. de Nicolas).

Ormond Hill, Esq.

(218)

Inl.and Revenue,

Somerset House ;

22 Nov., 1856.

My De.ar Sir,

I enclose the impression made in imitation of the id. Postage label which

I jiromised to show you.

Please to consider that this is done confidentially as I have not apjilied for any

authority to show it. I shall be glad if you will allow Mr. Beckwith who now de-

livers this to vou to bring it back wlien he returns to me in the course of an hour.

J. B. Bacon, Esq.

Yours, &c., &c.,

iSigned] ORjMOND HILL.
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(Private).

69, Fleet Street
;

Nov. 25, 1856.

Dear Sir,

I thank you for a sight ol the imitation of tlie penny postage stamp,

altliougli I had it for too short a time for a thorougli e.\amination as it was left by your

messenger for half an hour just before I arrived, when I did so I was met by a gentle-

man on business which left me Init a few moments for inspection. 1 consider, how-

ever, althougli I ean easily detect it from several points of dissimilarity that it is

very well done and would deceive any ordinary person who was not prepared foi" it.

\\'e shall feel greatly obliged, however, if at the completion of the cxjieriments you

or your Honble. Board will allow us a longer time for examining it, and if you will

let us know the facts of the case as it may be useful to the Government and certainly

would be to us to know them : for instance it would be very desirable to ascertain what

is the standing and profession of the person who produced the imitation, whether he

did it alone or had much assistance, and how long it took assuming it to be done by

one man, and as he was employed by Government he will of course inform them by

what process it was done. Wi: believe it to have been by hand but at present our

glance has been a rapid one and our engine-turner has not seen it at all.

It should be borne in mind that the whole stamp is but about an inch in size,

and when those portions are taken away which are requisite for tl-.e lettering it is

considerably under that and half what is left is occupied by her Majesty's head and

although there is some security in that still there must be many artists in London

who could by time and skill make a tolerable imitation of it. We, therefore, have but

a very little space to give the most difficult part of the security which the stamp con-

tains, and I have a strong impression that if all the facts connected with it are as-

certained they would go to show the security of the real stamp against any actual

forger. Besides this to do less than a dozen could not be worth the while of any

imitator indeed to make it profitable they should be half sheets or sheets. I much

question if the party who has done the present one can do as many as a dozen free

from such inequalities as would be ruinous to their circulation. This much we do not

fear to say, and to prove if necessary that the adhesive Postage penny and two-penny

stamp possesses more security than any other of an equal size engraved or surface-

printed stamp now known.

1 am, Dear Sir, &c., &c.,

[Signed] JOSHUA BUTTERS BACON.

Ormond Hill, E-q.
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69, Fleet Stkeet ;

^[arcli 12, 1N57.

SiK,

A most exaggerated and incorrect statement of the fire which unfortunately

occurred on our premises in \\'liite Friar St. last evening, having appeared in your

paper tliis morning we beg to state for the satisfaction of the public in general, and our

friends and customers in particuhir that although wc have suffered most severely and

shall certainly be inconvenienced by the amount of damage done, it has been im-

menseh' magnified as to the amount and so far from all the Government plates and

dies being destroyed, all the Postage dies and Excise plates, and nearly all the Postage

plates are preserved uninjured, as also are all our private plates and there is no danger

of the public being in any way inconx'enieiircd by tliis calamity.

We are, &c., &c..

[Signed] PERKINS, BACON & Co.

The Editor ov " The Ti.mes."

{ 220a )

69, Fleet Street, E. C. ;

March 16, 1857.

Sir,

There having appeared in the Newspapers an Account which, in some parts,

was totally untrue, and in others greatly magnified, of a Fire which unfortunately

occurred at our Establishment on the night of the nth inst., we beg to inform you

that the portion of our premises used for general business was scarcely touched ; that

only one plate was injured ; that business therein was suspended but for a day : that,

except in the loss of some unfinished work, the general business has not been aflected
;

and that nothing has occurred to prcN'cnt our executing the Orilers of our Customers

as heretofore, to any extent to wliich tluy may please to fa\-or us.

Almost all the damage was in the Government Department of our business, but

even there, not a Postage or Excise plate or die was lost or injured, and the public at

least will not be inconvenienced by this disastrous occurrence. Thanking you for

all past favors, and soliciting a continuance of them.

We are, &c., &c.,

[Signed] PERKINS, BACON & Co.
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Inland Revenue,

Somerset House ;

Gentlemen, 13th Marcli, 1857.

The Coniniissioners luivinj; had bcfoif tlieni your application of this date :

I am directed to inform you tliat they will not object to your carrying on the

printing of paper lalxls, and, if necessary, permits and Certificates at Messrs. Whitings'

of Beaufort House, pending further arrangements.

I am, &c., &c.,

Signed] THOS. DOBSON.

(Assist. Secretary).

Messrs. Perkins, Bacon & Co.

( 222 )

Inland Revenue,

Somerset House, W. C. ;

My Dear Sir, 20 March, 1857.

Will you be good enough to return me the enclosed stamp with your

opinion as to its being an impression from one of your plates or otherwise.

You will observe that it is a penny stamp in the Two-penny blue colour.

Yours, &c., &c.,

[Signed] ORMOND HILL.

J. P. Bacon, Esq.

69, Fleet Street, E. C. ;

Sir, :March 21, 1857.

rnderstanding that you wish us to make a report in relation to the paper

and postage stamps which we had in hand when the late fire occurred at our premises

on the nth inst., without waiting until wc could report upon all the subjects con-

nected therewitli, we luue now the honor to state for the information of \our Honblc.

Board that we then had on liand 137.500 sheets in the following proportions viz. :

Printed and gummed. 39,000

Printed but ungummed. 79,000

Paper not printed. ig.ooo

Damaged. 500

137.500
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but of this quantity tlitic were saved from the fire

5492 sheets of penny,

and 312 ,, twopennj'

making 5,804 sheets,

which taken from the foregoing leaves 131,696 either lost by the fire or delivered up

to ^^r. Ormond Hill and his officers and sent by him to Somerset House on your

account.

We iiave the honor, &c., &e.,

[Signed] PEKKINS, BAC(JX & Co.

O. }liLL. Esq.

(224)

69, Fleet Street, E.C. ;

^larcli 24, 1S57.

De.^r Sir,

Your note of the 21st inst. ^sic] has been received enclosing a one penny

obliterated stamp apparently printed in Blue ink, although the penny stamps were

never printed in that color.

We have given it a very careful examination, but are quite unable to account for

it. In the first place, if genuine, it nuist ha\e been printed in an early stage of the

business, for it is deficient in the white line under tlie word postage and over twopence,

which was cut out of the die many years l)ack at the time of the change of color. We
tiiink it verj- possible, although we have no distinct recollection of the fact, tliat it

was taken to show Mr. Rowland Hill the shade of Blue color wiiich we intended for

tlie twopenny stamps, but printed from tiie one ])enny plate or die before the twopenny

was prepared in order to save time, if this was not the case we cannot account ?J

for- it. It is certainly not from the present die, and it has been so effectually injured

by the obliterating stamp, even if the whole has not been tamj)ered with, that it is not

easy to tell wiicther it is from any genuine die or not. On the sui)position tluit we

really printed and sent it in for issue there must have been at least 240 of them, and

surely so many years would not have elapsed without the fact being discovered if

there were so large a number in circulation, but neitiier the firm, ^Ir. Harrison, nor

any of our printers believe it possible that sucli a mistake could have occurred. We
think if you would procure for us a full and fair impression upon wiiite paper from tlie

17 obliterating stamp it may throw some light on the subject, for at present we can-

not tell how nmch of the defacement is blue, or how much is black ink, or how far these

two matters ha\'e effected the stampi, while it looks unlike the real die there is one

very remarkable thing about it which ne\-er could have occurred in our office, there

are in the stamp two very distinct shades of blue, the one very dark and the other \'er\'
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light, and tliis would imply tluit it had been cluniically doctored and yet if so the

lettering has been very well done. We shall be glad if yon will allow us to keep it

until wc can see an impression of the 17 obliterating stamp.

We are, &c., &c.,

^Signed] PERKINS, BACON & Co.

Okmond HiLt., Esq.

(225)
[March 31, 1857.]

Dear Sir,

We beg to thank you for your note of the zyX.\\ inst., annexing several

impressions of the No. 17 obliterating stamp, but the only light it seems to throw upon

the subject of the one penny stamp jirinted in blue ink beyond what we have already

stated, is, that the heaviness, blackness and size of the impression made by it renders

it very difficult to say what the tint of the blue was, before it was so disfigured ;
no

part of the stamp being left perfect, except the lettering. We rc-cnclosc the originals.

We are, (S:c., &c.,

Per. Pro. Perkins, Bacon & Co.

[Signed] J. P. BACON.

Ormond Hill, Esq.

( 226)

Inland Revenue,

Somerset House, W^C
;

.\pril I, 1857.

My Dear Sir,

In regard to the impression of the id. stamp in blue, which you sent me

some time since and which I now return, I feel sure that it is one from some ex-

perimental sheets taken 16 or 17 years ago. I enclose you an envelope bearing

another such, which came here addressed to one of my father's men, and which passed

safely through your department. The sender of this stamp has been questioned

and says that he purchased a few such from the servant of the son of the late Mr. H.

Goulburn, and he destroyed those remaining unused. Wc know that Mr. Goulburn

as Chancellor of the Exchequer had had some few sheets of these stamps, and it appears

probable that one or two sheets must have got into wrong hands. As the number

must be very small we shall not take any further steps in the matter unless more such

should be discovered in your Office.

Yours, &c., &c.,

>ignedj ORMOND HILL.

W.M. Bokenham, Esq.

[The original letter and the stamp mentioned therein are now in the Royal

Collection].
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(227)

69, Fleet Street, E.C. ;

April 8, 1857.

As my son was obliged to leave Town for the Mill, whitlicr lie should have
gone a fortnight back but for the fire, he requested me to answer your note to him of

the 3rd inst., enclosing the twopenny stamp supposed to be printed in 1)1, ick ink. I

have carefully examined it and am satisfied it is a genuine stamp which was printed

in blue ink and has since, for what reason I cannot divine, been carefully jjainted over

with black ink. The Queen's head was unquestionably printed with blue ink and
nothing else, and appears so still, and I doubt not that the remainder came from the

press in the same colour, but a coating has been jjainted over it very well done round
the head, but more irregular and patchy in the machine parts further removed from
the profile, and the consequence is that they have thickened the lathe pattern, and
thus made it appear as though the ink in that part of the impression had been a very

strong blue-black, but no printer ever sent it from the press in the state it now is.

If the truth is ever discovered, I believe it will be found to have been cooked up by a

clever painstaking party, and at a great expenditure of time and trouble. I beg to

return it herewith in case you should require it.

And am, &c., &c.,

[Signed] J. B. BACON.

Per J. Upham.
Ormond Hill, Esq.

P.S.—The bottom of the stamp has been taken away, but had it remained I think

it would have been found to be without the check letters.

(228)

69, Fleet Street, E.C.

;

April 27, 1857.

Sir,

We beg to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 24tli inst., informing

us that the Comptroller General has laid before your Board a statement of the ware-

house-keeper's account with us shewing that 124,008 sheets of id. and 4,687 sheets of

2d., making 128,695 sheets of Postage paper in various stages of printing, had been

destroyed by the fire which occurred at our premises on the nth of March last, the

cost of this paper to the revenue at the contract price of 13 - per ream was /167 5d. od.

With refcrrncc to the sum of £167 5s. od. you desire us to inform you whether

we have recovered it or are likely to recover it under our Insurance, anil if recovered

you request the amount may be paid the Receiver General.

You also add that for the purpose of adjusting the warehouse-keeper's a c he has

been authorized to issue us 128,695 of Postage labels, without a stamping warrant, to

supply the place of that quantity destroyed, viz., 124,008 sheets for id. labels and

4,687 for 2d. labels. We have the honor to state in reply that our policies of In-

surance would have abundantly included the amount of this loss that we did claim

I
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to liavc it allowed, and to assist that claim \vi' piiri)os<ly sent your general Paper

with other articles to the ajipraizer of the Insurance roiu]>anies, hut he immediately

and steadily refused to admit it, antl although we have now settled tiie amount of our

claim with both ofifici'S, and we nmst acknowledge that they have acted in a fair and

liberal manner in other resj)ects, they resolutely refused to allow that any Bank

Note paper belonging to our customers, which had been sent in by them to be printed

saying that such papers were trust i)roperty and not recoverable unless separately

insured as such, and from the enquiries which we have made we believe they are only

carrying out a universal rule in so doing. We shall not, therefore, be enabled to re-

cover the money or pay it in to the Receiver General. We shall draw from the Ware-

house-keeper the 128,695 sheets without warrants from time to time as it may be

required.

We have the honor to be &c., &c.,

[Signed] PERKINS, BACON & Co.

Thos. Keogh, Esq.

(229)

09, Fleet Stkeet ;

May 13th, 1S57.

Dear Sir,

We have maturely considered the suggestions you made some days back,

that you thought it desirable to have a fireproof iron safe to contain the various dies

connected with the postage stamps, and 4 or 5 iron safes, not fireproof, for plates and

postage stamps even if the difference of cost between them and strong oak boxes,

which we have hitherto used was borne by your Honble. Board.

We have made many enquiries on the subject and regret to find the expense

very great. Messrs. Chubb & Son have the greatest variety, but of their 30 fire-

proof, and their 10 wrought iron safes not fireproof, not one of them is of a size which

could be used by us with any advantage.

We have a distinct estimate from them of a safe, which should hold 40 postage

plates, in which they charge £28, and it would not be fireproof, but we think that un-

necessary.

A very superior oak safe which would contain the same number of plates would

only cost

Chubb's No. 3 fireproof wrought iron safe, which is the smallest and cheapest of

any which they make, would be £10 5s. od., and we think this would answer for the

dies. A box made of oak for the same purpose would cost , but when looked at

as a depository for many thousand sheets of postage stamps the expense would be

frightful, even the largest and most expensive size, not fireproof, which is 49 inches

high, 22 w'ide and 19 in depth would cost £30 and only contain about 12,000 sheets,

and in this size as in all the others the waste is very great ; not one of them being

capable of taking the sheets depthwisc, w'hich would be the most simple, and although

the largest one would take the sheet in width the depth will not allow of 2 sheets

although there is a great deal too much room for one, and this fault runs more or

less through the whole of them. It is true we can have safes made of any dimensions.
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but then the charge would be much greater in proportion to the square inches required

than it would be for patterns which they are in tlie habit of making. You purpose

having one wliich would hold 40,000 sheets and that would require a safe about 8 feet

6 high, 5 feet wide and 2 feet deep on the outside and that would probably cost

An oak box the same size would cost

You propose another to hold 8,000 which should be about 3 feet 6 high, 2 feet

6 wide and 2 feet deep and would cost

An oak box the same size would cost

These are for the Counting room and the post office. You also propose one f(jr

8,000 for paper, which has been wetted down for printing, and of course it would

cost the same money as the last, but we should think that in this instance an ordinary

closet would answer the purpose very well, and another to contain such of the work

which has reached the presses, has not gone to the Counting House as finished, nor is

in the hydraulic press, mill boards or trays. This would be a varying quantity, and

probably amount to 10,000 or 12,000, and another iron safe for these would probably

cost

From the foregoing, you will see that the expense of uTought iron safes would be

very great, and as not only the room but the roof of the building are now to be tire-

proof, we do not ourselves see the necessity of such expenditure, for even supposing

another fire to occur it would be almost impossible that it should extend beyond the

floor in which it originated, and consequently would be very easily subdued.

We attended the Royal British Bank Sale on Monday, \\ith a desire to purchase,

but the largest safe which would not hold 12,000 shts. of stamps sold for £27.

We are, &c., &c.,

[Signed] PERKINS, BACON & Co.

Ormond Hill, Esq.

[The prices of several of the safes and oak boxes had not been filled in at the

time the copy of this letter was taken.]

(230)

69, Fleet Street, E.C. ;

Dec. 19, 1857.

My Dear Sir,

I have sent Mr. Henry Gill up to see you on the subject of the introduction of

the new matter on the Postage Stamps, as he is the individual who would carry them

out and could best answer any questions you might wish to put.

I am, &c., &c.,

[Signed] J. B. BACON.

Ormond Hill, Esq. Per. J. Upham.
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(231)

fig, Fleet Street, E.C. ;

Jan. 2, 1858.

My Dear Sir,

After sending off my note to you last evening I found on reflection that

although the principle of it was all right it could be improved in one particular, viz.,

that whereas I calculated each plate of postage stamps would require a roller, and its

accompanyments for itself this may be in part avoided as far as regards the rollers

themselves by taking up 5 or 6 labels at a time on the same roller, and then preparing

each of them for a different number, this would produce considerable saving in the

original metal and in the softening, jiolisliing, and hardening the same, and I see

nothing to prevent its being adoptetl. While writing this I have received your note,

and will prepare the estimate and forward it to you without delay.

I am, &c., &c.,

[Signed] PERKINS, BACON & Co.

Ormond Hill, Esq.

(232)

69, Fleet Street, E.C.

;

Jany. 7, 1858.

Dear Sir,

In reply to your enquiry what would be the e.xpensc of carrying out the

alterations proposed to be made in the lettering and in adding figures to the id. and

2d. postage stamps, we beg to sa}' that we understand the plates already made, in-

cluding the reserve, are to be used as they now are. Our charge for 3 roUer dies,

containing 17-id. and 4-2d. engraved postage labels, which would be rendered useless

would be 18 guineas. For the expense of preparing extra circular dies, engraving

one postage label hereafter for each plate, shaving off a part of it, stamping 2 extra

consecutive numbers for each plate, 2 sets of steel numbers to be used in stamping,

and cost of extra flat dies occasioned by the operation 36 per million stamps, or £3

per plate if this mode of charge is preferred. The latter would probably be the most

equitable, as you might estimate the number which a plate would print very

differently from what we do ; but it would cause the charge to be made of the exact

number which each plate, would print, or, if more satisfactory to the Commissioners,

we should be willing to take the sum of £189 in full for the sacrifice of the present

dies and all other expenses whatever connected with, or occasioned by, the change

so as to leave our charge, in future, the same as it now is, and thus make it a part of

the contract.

We are, &c., &c.,

[Signed] Per Proc. PERKINS, BACON & Co.

J. P. BACON.
Ormond Hill, Esq.
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(233)

69, Fleet Street, E.C. ;

Jany. 19, 1858.

Dear Sir,

In reference to the alterations proposed to be made in the one penny
and two penny postage stamps we understand that the plates at present made are to

be used as far as they will go. We should therefore be willing to sacrifice all the

engraved roller dies which would become useless by such arrangements for the sum of

18 guineas, which would certainly not more than cover what they would actually

cost us, beyond and irrespective of this sum we shall be willing to prepare all the flat

and circular dies and alter and add to the latter, provide the necessary steel punches

for lettering and strike two extra numbers on every stamp which is issued, in short

to carry out all the alteration proposed to be made at the charge of one half per cent,

upon the amount of each future account for postage stamp printing until the

expiration of our contract.

We are, &c., &c.,

[Signed] PERKINS B.\CON & Co.

Ormoxd Hill, Esq.

(234)

Dear Sir,

69, Fleet Street, E.C. ;

Mar. iS, 1858.

As we are now about to wear out transfers much faster than heretofore,

and the present 2d. stamp partakes of the same weakness as the first one penny did,

we think it every way desirable now that an alteration is being made to prepare a new
die for two pence, which we can do from the same original as that we are now using

for the penny stamp, and in that case the dies will all be ahke and decidedly more

perfect than the present two penny now is. \M11 you please say whether you see any

objection to the proposal.

We are, &c., &c.,

[Signed] Per Proc. PERKINS. BACON & Co.

J. P. Bacon.

O. Hill, Esq.
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(235)

Inland Revenue,

Somerset House, W.C. ;

II Feb., i860.

Enclosure A.

Gentlemen,

A new Postage label stamp of the amount of three halfpence (ijd.) is

required to be prepared for without delay. It is desired that this stamp should be

of the same size as the id. and the 2d. and be printed 240 upon a sheet as they are
;

but that it should be made quite distinct in appearance by difference in form, or color,

or both.

You are already trying some experiments wth a view to finding a color for this

stamp. I enclose a specimen of a tint which I should like you to aim at. But please

also to suggest any others \\'hich you think suitable. I should be very glad if your

Mr. Perkins Bacon could come here on Monday morning at about 10J or 11 to confer

with me as to the steps necessary for the preparation of the dies and plates.

Yours, &c., &c.,

[Signed] ORMOND HILL.

Messrs. Perkins & Co.

[The enclosure sent in this letter has disappeared.]

(236)

My Dear Sir,

Inland Revenue,

Somerset House
;

15 Feb., i860.

In the Specimen i-|d. stamps which you are going to prepare will you

please to put letters in all four corners. I mean of course by printing them in the

required color and gumming them on, as if this be not done the specimen will pro-

bably be referred back from the General Post Office, and a correspondence entered

into on the subject.

Yours, &c., &c.,

[Signed] ORMOND HILL.

J. P. Bacon, Esq.
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(237)

Inland Revenue,

Somerset House ;

20th Feb., i860.

Dear Sir,

The Post Office people are not satisfied with our design for the i^. label,

so we must do something else. Can you step across here now ? If not, will you come

in good time to-morrow morning.

And will you please make quite certain as to the practicability of altering the

engine-turning around the present head.

Yours, &c., &c.,

[Signed] ORMOND HILL.

J. P. Bacon, Esq.

(238)

Inland Revenue,

Somerset House, W.C. ;

22 Feb., i860.

Dear Sir,

Can you produce a good fugitive color of this tint, I have a notion that

you can. If so I think it would be the best. Perhaps you could let me have a design

in this in addition to the others which you promised.

Yours, &c., &c.,

[Signed] O. HILL.

P. Bacon, Esq.

[Attached to this letter was a portion of an ornamental design printed in lilac-rose,

with the paper deeply blued by the ink, corresponding closely with the color adopted

for the lid. stamps printed in i860.]

(239)

Inland Revenue,

Somerset House ;

9 March, 1S60.

Enclosure.

Dear Sir,

This is very nearly what I desire. I agree with you that the word
" Postage " should be a little higher—its centre should be level with the centre of

" Half Pence." I prefer these words " Half Pence " as they now stand, i.e., with-

out a liyphen or more space.
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Eitlur the white band should be rather wider or the letters rather smaller so aS

to shew the white a little more distinctly above and below the letters. A little color

should be introduced between the white band and the neck where they intersect.

Yours, &c., &c.,

[Signed] O. HILL.

J. P. Bacon, Esq.

[The enclosure is missing.]

(240)

Lnland Revenue,

Somerset House
;

gth IMarch, i8f)o.

We whose names arc hereunto subscribed being Commissioners of Inland Re\enue,

do hereby direct you to prepare a plate for printing postage labels to denote the duty

of threehalfpence.

You are requested to apply to Mr. Ormond Hill for particulars.

[Signed] ALEX. DUFF GORDON.

JAMES DISRAELI.
Messrs. Perkins & Co.

(241)

Inland Revenue,

Somerset House, W.C.
;

I Feb. 1861.

Gentlemen,

I think it right to call your attention to your having omitted to charge

the one sum of £18 i8s. — and | per cent, additional upon all accounts since the

beginning of the year 1858 : which charges it appears to me that you were entitled

to make under the agreement having reference to the insertion of the letters in the

uprper corners of the postage stamps and of the numbers at the sides.

Yours, &c., &c.,

[Signed] O. HILL.

Messrs. Perkins & Co.
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242)

69, Fleet Street, E.C. ;

9 Feb., iSfji.

Dear Sir,

We received your letter of the ist inst. in course and sincere!}' thank you

for calling our attention to the omission of any charge of the one sum of 18 Guineas,

and half ]x rent, additional upon all Postage accounts since the beginning of the year

1858.

We were aware of the claim, but as there have yet been only 2—2d. Postage

plates engraved under the new arrangement, we were waiting until some of the id.

plates have been prepared before making the charge.

We tJiink, however, on reflection that we had better make it so far, as the new

plates will justify in rendering our next quarterly account.

We are, &c., &c..

[Signed] Per Proc. PERKINS, BACON & Co.

J. P. Bacon.

Ormond Hill, Esq.

(243)

Postage Departmext
;

13 February, 1861.

Gentlemen,

Postage—Daily supply.

Please to increase the daily deliver^' to us of id. Postage labels to 20 rms.

per day, conuuencing to-morrow and continuing until furtJier notice.

Printing.

The impressions of the sheets printtd from Plate No. 65 arc found to be so much
out of scpiare that they cannot be jierforated. The plate nuist, therefore, be rejected

as unfit for use. I am afraid that the whole of the sheets ]irinted from it will also

ha\e to be rejected ; hut of this I cannot sjieak with certainty until tliev ha\-e been

collected and examined. I Iiave to request that in future great care be taken to

arrange the impressions on tiie plates with perfect accuracy.

1 am, &c., &c..

[Signed] OKMOND HILL.

Messrs. Perkins & Co.
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(244)

Gentlemen,

Inland Revenue,

Somerset House, W.C.
;

15 Feb., 1861.

I am sorry to say that in new plate No. 69 the rows of stamps are so far

oblique that wo cannot perforate the impressions from it. I have to request, there-

fore, that this plate may be condemned like plate 65. And to prevent the trouble

which would occur by these plates, either of them being brought into work by mistake,

I request that they may be parti illy defaced without delay.

The picking out of the impressions of plate 65 which wc arc now doing gives us

very considerable trouble.

The heads in plate No. 70 arc by no means accurately placed ; but the inaccuracy

is not so great but that we can manage to perforate impressions from it.

Yours, &c., &c.,

[Signed] O. HILL.
Messrs. Perkins & Co.

[This letter has written on the back in pencil " to be filed at Fleet St."]

( 245)

69, Fleet St., E.C. ;

i8th Feb., 1861.

Dear Sir,

We beg to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 13th inst. and in

compliance therewith we have this day commenced the delivery of 20 reams of id.

Postage labels p. day and shall continue it until further orders.

We regret to learn that the Postage Plates Nos. 65 and 69, are engraved so much
out of square that the sheets of stamps printed from it cannot be perforated.

Mr. White seems very unwilling to acknowledge that the Plates were at fault,

and to the eye it docs not appear so, but a ctireful examination shews tliat from some

cause which wc have been unable to ascertain, the upper row of stamps were laid

dowTi upon a slight angle, and having started wrong, he continued the same error

throughout. Botli have been taken from the Press and shall be cancelled. We
have given such orders that we doubt not will prevent the recurrence of this mistake.

We are, &c., &c.,

[Signed] PERKINS, BACON & CO.

p. G. M. W. MiUs.

Ormond Hill, Esq.
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(246)

Inland Revenue,

Somerset House, W.C. ;

14 March, 1861.

Gentlemen,

I am happy to say that we have succeeded in perforating the sheets printed

from plate 65 sufficiently well for them to be issued. The operation gave us a great

deal of trouble : but entailed the spoilage of only 375 sheets out of the 10,000

impressions from the plate which had to be dealt with.

I am, &c., &c.,

LSigned] O. HILL.

Messrs. Perkins & Co.

(247)

The Honble. the Commrs. of Inland Revenue.

1861. Apl. 2.

For preparing new flat and circular dies, inserting the letters in the upper comers

and tlie numbers in the sides of the " One penny " and Two penny postage stamps

as per agreement 19th Jany., 1858. 18. 18. o.

For 40,000 stamps from No. 7 Two Penny plate.

66,000 ,, ,, No. 8 ,,

106,000 sheets printed with additional

numbers [at 4id.] £477 os. od.

\ °/q on the above sum 2 7s. 8d.

(248)

Number of sheets of Postage lables produced from the plates now at press 22nd.

No^r., 1862.

No. of Plate.

27

36

43

47

55

52

48

Printers Names.

Kingsmill

Triggs

Sutton

W. Fisher .

Henningshaw

Russell

Hamilton

No. of Sheets Produced.

857,800

850,900

799,000

798,300

706,600

674,200

669,400
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Printers Names.

Rose .

.

Miller

J. Fisher

Ward .

.

Smith

Willis

Dolancl

Price

Turner

F. Smith

Henings

Bale ..

Rivett

Burne

Dix

Xo. of Plate.

60

.56

50

57
62

66

41

50

3Q

51

68

• 67

16

15

17

[The last three were Reserve Plates.]

No. of Sheets Produced.

. . 648,300

639,000

. . 647,900

601,500

• • 357.700

218,600

. . 209,400

197,200

193,100

167,600

106,400

102,200

76,300

71,200

41,000

(249)

Gentlemen,

Somerset House ;

7th Fi'hniary, 1863.

I am very sorry to be under the necessity of rejecting tlie two Postage

plates on account of the irregularity of the placing of the heads.

I am glad to hear that you have discovered the cause of the defects and are

taking prompt measures to prevent their recurrence.

The width of the sheet could not be altered without entailing very expensive

alteration in the perforating machinery. And the length could not be increased by
more than i-Sth of an inch, which giving only i-i6oth in each space, would be

inappreciable. Whenever it is decided to allow more space for the perforation I think

it must be gained by diminishing tiic sizr of the engraving of tjic individual stamps.

But this as you know would in\'olve considerable expense, and as it would not affect

the correct division of the plate, I think may be dismissed for the present.

The gauge for Messrs. Holtzappfels [sic) guidance I tiiink iiad bettrr be prepared

by yourselves ; and if you please submitted to me for approval. I have had the

work of the various plates now in use carefully examined with a view to naming' the

most accurate as a guide in making the gauge. Plate 56 is right as respects the total

length and total width of the engraving, but the placing relatively f)f the individual

stamps is not accurate in any existing plate.

I am, &c., &c.,

[Signed] O. HILL.

Messrs. Perkins & Co.



Dear Sik,

APPENDIX C. 141

(-^50)

f)(), Fleet Street, E.C. ;

Feb. 17, 1864.

Wt' find that tlie facts reganling the time taken in the manufacture of a

Postage Plate are as follcnvs :—To transfer the 240 labels on to a Plate takes one day,

and a very hard day's work it is. Perfect accuracy in the arrangement of the labels

cannot however at present be secured if the roller is taken off the Plate during its manu-
facture and therefore it must be assumed as one day's work. To transfer the Legends

and scrai)e the burr off the steel takes 3 full ordinary days, so that a Plate takes in the

Transferring ivooni 4 days exclusive of the hardening and subsequent cleaning. To
put in the letters at the 4 corners and retouch the work wliere it is injured by this

process takes Mr. H. Gill 4 days good work also. The hardening and cleaning can-

not be reckoned at less than a day. It therefore takts 9 days to make a Plate from

first to last, and the week is only 5| days, so that to promise one com])lete plate a week
is to lock up from all our other work 2 of our engravers for the greater part of the

time. Still we undertake to do this from this time until a stock of 22 Plates with the

new lettering, &c., is completed. There is no difficulty in lettering as fast as the Plates

are transferred, and in fact Mr. H. Gill will have finished Plate No. 85 before 86 is

ready for him.

Ormond Hill, Esq.,

Inland Revenue,

Somerset House.

We are, &c., &c.,

[Signed] PERKINS, BACON & Co.

(251)

Gentlemen,

Inland Revenue,

Somerset House, W.C. ;

22nd Feby., 1S64.

It having been decided to discontinue the issue of the present two corner

lettered id. Postage labels and to commence that of the four corner lettered stamps

as soon as the latter kind can be produced at a sufficient rate to meet the demand,
and considering the desirableness of gradually replacing our large stock with the new
sort : in the meantime I have to request that as soon as there arc fourteen of the new
four-lettered plates ready they may be put to press and worked sinmltaneously with

as many of the old kind as may be necessary to maintain the regular supply, that

afterwards each new plate be registered and put to press as soon as completed, an old

one being withdrawn on each such occasion, and that as soon as eighteen new plates

be at work all of the old kind be withdrawn.
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I have also to request that so long as you have in your possession printed sheets

of both the two-lettered and four-lettered kinds you will keej) them unmixed and

send them here in parcels consisting wholly of the one or wholly of the other kind.

Also that you will allow your superintendent to distinguish the parcels of the new

kind from those of the old kind by marking every parcel of the former at each end in

the manner akeady agreed upon between him and me.

I am, &c., &c.,

[Signed] O. HILL.

Messrs. Perkins & Co.

( 252

)

Inland Revenue,

Somerset House, W.C. ;

I Sept., 1865.

Please return the plate by bearer.

My Dear Sir,

Will you kindly have a proof, in black, taken for me from the accompany-

ing plate. Please send me all impressions which may be taken as I am not

authorized to let any go elsewhere.

Please not to take trouble to get a perfect impression as that is of no consequence.

Yours, &c., &c.,

[Signed] O. HILL.

J. P. Bacon, Esq.

(253)

Inland Revenue,

Somerset House, W.C. ;

6 Oct., 1865.

Dear Sir,

It is desired to have a preparation put upon the surface of a few sheets

of crown paper before they are printed as an experiment, and it appears to me best

to borrow the sheets—say four—from you in order that they may be prepared ; to

return them to you to be printed and then to recei%'e them as part of a ream in the

ordinary way. The ream being marked to shew us that it contains said sheets. If

you do not object to this course will you be good enough to have four sheets given

to my messenger who will take them to be prepared. I enclose a receipt for them.

Yours, &c., &c.,

[Signed] O. HILL.

P. Bacon, Esq.
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( 254 )

Inland Revenue,

SoMEi{SET House, W.C. ;

i2th Oct., 1S65.

Thank you for printing and gumming the experimental paper left by me.

You appear tu have been ;«;sinfornicd as to the nature of my request. I did

not ask for an impression of Foreign Stamps ; but for an impression of anything

which had a close engine-turned ground similar to that of our stamp and which you
would have no objection to give.

As regards the color-ink which the applicant, ]\Ir. Kusscll, wIkj accompanied me
to your factory, really asked was to be allowed to apply to your ink some chemical

test which he had in his pocket. He did not ask for any ink to take away. I asked

for a little for him because Mr. Fisher very properly declined to permit the apphcation

of the test in your absence. Before writing to Mr. Russell I should be glad to know
whether you would object to his applying his test in your presence if he were to call

upon you for the purpose. Please to do just as you think best. I ask the question

because I want to give him as full an answer as possible and so avoid unnecessary

correspondence.

I think it best to tell you that ilr. Russell comes to me from the authorities of

the Post Office. That he has convinced them that it is quite possible and tolerably

easy to remove the obliterating mark from your stamps repeatedly, so as to make
one stamp pass again and again. Indeed he has done this. That he proposes a safe-

guard against this in the form of some preparation to be put upon the paper before

it is printed, and that it is with the alleged object of avoiding chemical antagonism

between his preparation and your ink that he seeks to test the latter.

I have now told you all I know of the matter as I should have done when I called

had I been fortunate enough to have found you at your office.

Yours, &c., &c.,

[Signed] O. HILL.
P. Bacon, Esq.

Gentlemen,

(255)

IxL.WD Revenue,

SoMEKSET House, W.C. ;

ji Oct.. 1865.

As it appears that you cannot conveniently gum the 102 sheets of paper,

sent by Mr. Edwin Hill to be gummed on both sides, without taking them into the

Postage Stamp department, and thereby breaking our regulation against the admission

of white paper into that department, I wish to substitute sheets of a dark blue color

for the paper sent. As, hov\ever, some objection may arise to this dark blue paper
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I now send a dozen sheets which I shall be glad if you will have gummed on both

sides and returned to us as an experiment. If it succeed and is found unobjectionable

I will send other 90 sheets to make up the quantity and will then ask you to return

the jchilc sheds ungununed. In the meantime please to keep these latlcr outside our

dei)artment.

Yours, &c., &c.,

Messrs. Perkins & Co. [Signed] O. HILL.

( 256

)

Ini-.^nd Revenue,

Somerset House, W.C.
;

17 April, 1866.

Gentlemen,

Messrs. Gill and Bird, of Ipswich, hav'e asked me to facilitate their obtain-

ing some sheets (I assume 100 or so) of gummed plain paper perforated exactly as

our id. Postage Stamps are, to enable them to experiment with a machine for damping

and affixing Postage Stamps, which they say they have contrived and patented.

Should you be willing to supply what is required, pro\'ided I would perforate

the sheets for you at the usual rate for Colonial stamps.

If so I will refer the parties to you. Your giving me a price per 100 sheets

delivered at Ipswich would perhaps save time and trouble. I think they should

resemble the Postage paper somewhat in thickness, &c., and should be twice gunmied.

Yours, &c., &c.,

Messrs. Perkins & Co. [Signed] O. HILL.

(257)

Inland Revenue,

Somerset House, W.C. ;

10 May, 1866.

My Dear Sir,

In communicating with you concerning the sheets of paper gummed and

perforated for the firm at Ipswich I omitted to ask you to be good enough to apply

to me to give instructions to the Officer to admit the paper within the postage depart-

ment to be gunnned.

Will you be good enough to apply to me in any future instance as I prefer to give

the Officer precise instructions—I mean that he is to admit a certain number of sheets

—rather than general or vague directions.

I am, &c., &c.,

J. P. Bacon, Esq. [Signed] O. HILL.
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( 25.S
)

Messrs. Perkins, Bacon & Co., present their compliments to Messrs. Gill & Bird,

and liand annexed Invoice of Paper gumnu-d and perforated f(jr which Postage

Staiijps may be sent, say <S/-

The i)arcel is forwarded p. Rail tliis evening.

f)(), Fleet Street, E C. ;

II Mav, iSG'j.

(259)

Inland Revenue,

Somerset House, W.C. ;

26 Feby., 1867.

Gentlemen,

Please to prepare One Hundred sheets of the id. Postage Labels which

yon arc n')W printing, with the words "
J. & C. Boyd & Co." printed at the b.-.ck of

each.

Yours, &c., &c.,

Signed] O. HILL.

Messrs. Perkins & Co.

( 260

)

Inland Revenue,

Somerset House, W.C. ;

28 March, 1867.

Dear Sir,

The Board has decideil to supply to the General Post Office for exhibition

at Paris, a proof sheet of each variety of Postage stamp. Will you have the goodness

therefore, to have a proof taken upim jilate jiaper of the newest id. i>late and the

newest 2d. plate, and send them tn me for the pur])osc nimed. 1 send instructions

to Jlr. Peacock on the matter.

Yours, (.Vc, &c.,

:Signedj O. HILL.

J. P. B.\coN, Esq.

J
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( 2=61
)

Inland Kf.vf.nue,

Somerset House, W.C. ;

April 1st, 1S67.

Dear Sir,

I acknowledge the receipt of four proofs from Postage plates, viz :—one

in blue and one in black from twopenny plate No. 9, and one in red and one in black

from penny plate Xo. 103.

I will endeavour to prevent the twopenny black proof from being sent forward

for exhibition.

Yours, &c., &c.,

j\Ir. J. P. Bacon. [Signed] O. HILL.

(262)

Inland Revenue,

Somerset House, W.C. ;

April i8th, 1867.

Gentlemen,

A communication has been received from the General Post Office respect-

ing the non-fugitive character of the blue ink with which the Twopenny Postage

label stamps are printed. The letter is accompanied by specimens of stamps from

which the obliterating mark has been effectually removed and contains a request

that a more fugitive ink may if possible be used in future.

I shall feel obliged if you will inform me whether you can make the change

desired. If you have not a fugitive blue ink at present perhaps you will try some

experiments with a view to obtaining one. Whenever you succeed in obtaining

such ink I should be glad to have specimens printed with it to submit to the officers

of the General Post Office.

Yours, &c., &€.,

[Signed] O. HILL.
IIessrs. Perkins & Co.

Dear Sir,

( 263

)

Inland Revenue,

Somerset House, W.C.
;

30 April, 1867.

The Board has agreed to permit the name, &c., of Messrs. Smith & Son, of

186, Strand, to be printed upon the back of Postage labels in the same manner as that

of Messrs. Boyd and under the same arrangements.
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Presuming tliat you have no objection to tliis and tliat you will undertake to do

the printing in this case, I beg to intrfxluce Mr. Elliman, who has come to us as tiie

representative of Messrs. Smith & Son.

Yours, &c., &c.,

[Signed] O. HILL.

J. P. B.\coN, Esq.

(264)
Post Office

;

June 4, 1867,

My De.\r O. H.,

I do not think the ink of the enclosed blue stamp is sufficiently fugitive.

I have washed it with soap and water, and with benzine about three times, and it has

hardly started the colour at all. I should tell you that in order to give it a fair trial

I had the stamp dried thoroughly before cancelling it, because almost any ink is

tolerably fugitive when the impression is new. By way of contrast I also enclose a

penny stamp and one of De La Rue's gd. stamps, both of which have been slightly

washed with benzine once only. The ninepcnny stamp I have had in my possession

some years, it is one of the first set of " specimens " printed, but you will see the

ink is as fugitive as ever. If De La Rue are printing any of their blue Colonial

stamps, as for instance the 2d. Mauritian, or the 2d. Bermuda stamp, you should

get some from them and you will find they are wonderfully fugitive. I hope you will

enjoy your trip to Paris ; come and tell us all about it when you come back and look

at the stamping machine especially.

Yours, &c., Sec,

[Signed] PEARSON HILL.

IOrmond Hill, Esq.]

[The original letter and the enclosures are now in the Royal Collection.]

(265)

Inland Revenue,

Somerset House, W.C. :

5 June, 1867.

JIy Dear Sir,

I fear you have not been successful in obtaining a fugitive blue.

The Post Office experts pronounce the last sent specimens not fugitive enough

—

I did not send them any of the first dark ones—and I find that those first sent, the

dark ones, are not fugitive to benzole.

I enclose one which I have operated upon.

Yours, &c., &c.,

J. P. Bacon, Esq. [Signed O. HILL.
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(266)

Inland Revenue,

Somerset House, W.C. ;

25 Juno, 1867.

My Dear Sir,

The ink of the two experimental blue impressions last sent to nic appears

to be sufficiently fugitive.

I presume, however, that you are scarcely able to speak as to its working qualities

and as a trial of its fugitiveness must be made on rather a larger scale and more

formally, I think you had better if you please have a dozen or twenty sheets printed

with this ink, in the current or next warrant, and take steps for their coming specially

into my hands. They had better be gummed in the ordinarj^ manner.

Yours, &c., &c.,

[Signed] O. HILL.

J. P. B.\coN, Esq.

( 267 )

Inland Revenue,

Somerset House, W.C. ;

Dear Sir, 26 July, 1867.

I am afraid the blue ink, a specinn'ii impression of which you sent me on

23rd inst, is quite a failure. It is scarcely mo\'cd or affected by any treatment with

benzoic.

Yours, &c., &c.,

J. P. Bacon, Esq. [Signed] O. HILL.

[The specimen referred to in this letter is now in the Royal Collection.]

(268)

Inland Revenue,

Somerset House, W.C. ;

5tli September, 1867.

JIv Dear Sir,

The Blue color submitted by you on the two sheets of CrowTi paper appears

fairly fugitive. The tint, however, should be lighter. If you think well to print

some impressions from the experimental plate in this color I will submit them to the

Post Office authorities. Perhaps you could let me have impressions in ultramarine

with a very small addition of Cliinese Blue at the same time. I return the two sheets

of cro\\Ti paper.

Yours, &c., &c.,

J. P. B.ACON, E-;q. [Signed] O. HILL.



APPENDIX C. 149

(269)

Inland Revenue,

Somerset House, W.C. ;

17 Sept., 1867.

Mv Dear Sir,

I have tried the blue color specimens of which you sent me a few days
ago, and I find that after careful drpng the ink is scarcely fugitive at all.

Yours, &c., &c.,

[Signed] O. HILL.

J. P. Bacon, Esq.

(270)

Inland Revenue,

Somerset House, W.C. ;

13 Nov., 1867.

Gentlemen,

The Board has given permission for Messrs. Copestake, Moore & Crampton's

name to be printed on the back of id. and 2d. Postage stamps on the same terms as

have already been conceded to Messrs. Boyd & Messrs. Smith & Son.

I presume that Messrs. C. M. & C. have been in communication with you on the

subject, and I have now to request that you will prepare with their name 200 sheets

of id. stamps value £200 and 50 sheets of 2d. value £100.

I am, &c., &c.,

[Signed] O. HILL.

Messrs. Perkins & Co.

(271)

Inland Revenue,

Somerset House, W.C.
;

8 Feb., 1868.

Mv Dear Sir,

I have at last got an answer from the Post Office to my unofficial i nquiry

ccjuctining the two blue inks of which you last {on 29 Oct. 67), gave me specimens.

The P. 0. people consider both much too fast, i.e.. too permanent. They are, however,

an improvement upon the old ink and one of them—the brightest—looks much better.

Do you tliink there is any chance of 30ur getting a suitable blue of more fugitive

quahties ? If not I will consider the experiments at an end and will report as much
to the Board. .
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Would the hiightir cf the two inks to wliicli 1 have been referring give yon nmch

n;orc trouble in working than the present ink, or be otherwise (jbiectionable ? If not

and in case of your failing to get a better ink I sliouhl be inelined to reeoiiimend the

adoption of this one.

Yours, &.C., &.C.,

[Signed] O. HILL.

J. P. Bacon, Eiq.

(272)

69, Fleet Street, E.G.
;

Feby. 10, 1868.

Dear Sir,

In reference to the more fugitive blue ink for Postage Stamps, I do not

see my way to any bettir result than you are in possession of. With regard to the

brightest of the two specimens last sent, it owed its qualities to the use of ultramarine,

and we know by experience that it is more expensive than other color, and also that

it greatly diminishes the duration of the plates, but we should not raise any difficulty

on either of those heads, as the quantity of blue stamps is small, if you feel that it

is likely to give reasonable satisfaction. We could not tell the increase of expense

without an experiment on a larger scale than any we have yet tried, but as to the

wear of the plates, I feel sure wc should not get half as many good impressions from a

plate as we do now.

I am, &c., &c.,

[Signed] J. P. BACON.
O. Hill, Esq.

[The original letter is now in the Royal Collection.]

Inland Revenue,

Somerset House, W.C. ;

II Feb., i8()8.

Dear Sir,

Could you make the 2d. Postage more fugitive in green or purple ? I see

you have printed colonial stamps in both these colors.

Yours, &c., &c.,

[Signed] O. HILL.

J. P. Bacon, Esq. •
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( -'74 )

Inland Revenue,

SoMEKSET House, W.C.
;

25 March, 1868.

I am sorry tliat I cannot pass Plate No. 113 : but tlu' inaccuracy in it

is greater than can be permitted.

Yours, &€., &c.,

[Signed] O. HILL.
Mk. Fisher.

(275)

69, Fleet Street, E C. ;

Apiil 2, 1 868.

Dear Sir,

In reply to your favor of yesterday I beg to state that a receipt shall be

sent to-niorrow morning for the 6 reams of 2d. P.S. of which you complain, anil we
will endeavour to remove the fault referred to. At the same time you must allow

me to say that we cannot admit our liability to the rejection of sheets which do not

adhere together or in any other respect than as regards irregularity of shrinkage, prove

to be improperly dried. We are at all times willing to do whatever we can to remove

the difficulties of perforation, but we cannot control the weather, or dry the rokc by
artificial heat. We have used extra means lately to overcome the moisture of a damp
atmosphere, but if we were to do more than that it would make the sheets brittle

and cause them to crack objectionably. I have just received a message from you

through Mr. Peacock urging me to take steps to prepare plates faster. But here

again, I must urge that you are calling upon us to make bricks without straw. I

quite admit that we are blameable in letting so many of the plates at press become

worn without having a sufficient stock to replace them, but the fact is, I have left it

to you to condemn plates (through your agents), and have exercised no supervision

in the matter until I was surprised to discover incidentally that plates which I con-

sidered quite faulty were still at press. When, however, the fault is discovered, and

we set to work to make new plates, they are condemned for such minute defects as to

render it hopeless to endeavour to meet your wishes. The plate last rejected was

the 24th part of an inch untrue when measured crossways, and I have no hope and

certainly never contracted to make plates regularly that shall be nearer mathematical

accuracy than that. If the irregularity is divided over the whole plate, which I

doubt, it will amount to a de\-iation of a 480th of an inch in each row— an inapprecia-

ble quantity, while if as I believe, a local error, it would not affect the perforation of

the one row enough to be noticed. The die itself is not exactly true and, therefore

the error, as it affects perforation, is more apparent than real. If, however, we can

obtain greater nicety, I am quite willing to do so, but I cannot see the reasonableness

of the requirement, and it tajce? away all heart from the workmen to feel that they
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are working with total uncertainty as to the value of their time and labour. Besides

this, there is an actual waste of time between the completion of the transferring of a

plate and the knowledge of its acceptance or rejection, as it is impossible now to risk

further progress on a plate, until it is known to be accepted. We have every wisii to

get up a stock of plates speedily and we have no other work which induces a wish to

cause delay, but the uncertainly is very detrimental to speed.

I am, ike, &c.,

[Signed] J. J'. BACON.

O. lliLL, lisq.

(276)

Inland Revenue,

Somerset House, W.C.
;

3 Apl., 1868.

Dear Sir,

Thank you for sending for the six reams of 2d. I intended to have called

on you to-day to have talked to you about the contents of your note but have been

prevented. I will do so to-morrow if possible.

Yours, &c., &c.,

[Signed] O. HILL.

J P. B.ACON, Esq.

Gentlemen,

( 277 )

Inland Revenue,

Somerset House, W.C.
;

3 April, iSb8.

Plate No. 114 examined to-day is not quite correctly laid down ; but as

the total inaccuracy does not exceed ^, of an inch I will agree to accept it. A greater

amount of inaccuracy could not be passed.

I am, &c., &c.,

[Signed] 0. HILL-
Messrs. Perkins & Co.
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( 27S )

Inland Revenue,

Somerset House, W.C. ;

My Dear Sir, 23 April, 1868.

Another carciul examination lias been made of plate No. 113—-the one

which we declined to accept on account of want of accuracy. The result is that it

appears not quite so much out of square as was believed and that we will accept it,

expressing a hope at the same time that all future plates may be more accurate.

Yours, &c., &c.,

J. P. Bacon, Esq. [Signed] O. HILL.

( 279 )

London,

69, Fleet Street, E.C. ;

Sir, J^ny- t)th, 1870.

In reply to your letter of yesterday's date we beg to say that our charge for

preparing and cutting original design, stereotyping the same, and preparing plate

with " O U S " repeated 240 times, would be £5 os. od.

For printing 200 sheets of stamps or any less number 10, - For every 100 over

that number ordered at the same time 5 -

We are, &c., &c.,

[Signed] PERKINS, BACON & Co.

Per J. II. Upham.
Thos. Harris, Esqre.

Oxford Union Society.

[97 sheets of id. stamps with the initials printed on the back were sent to the

Society on January 30th, 1870, and 13 sheets (the balance of the order) followed on

February ist, 1870.]

( 280 )

Stamping Department,

Inland Revenue,

Somerset House, W.C.
;

My Dear Sir, 20 ApL, 1870.

I omitted to nuiitii)n to \(iu tliat tlir P. (). authoritiis would prefer a

design for the Id. stamp in which part of the hiad and ground sliould be cut away
to leave a white tablet in which " Jd " should appear as I have written it.

I do not mean that no other design would be received.

Yours, &c., &c.,

J. P. Bacon, Esq. [Signed] 0. HILL.
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(281)

Stamping Department,

Inland Revenue,

Somerset House, W.C. ;

21 Apl., 1870.

My Deak Sik,

If you really think it could be done in time I think it would be best for

you [to] contemplate the engraving,' of a reduced head for the Jd. stani]) and to have

your designs prepared accordingly-

Hoping tliat my apparent changeableness will not have put you to inconvenience.

Yours, &c., &c.,

[Signed] O. HILL.

). P. Bacon, Esq.

(282)

Inland Revenue,

Somerset House,

London, W.C.
;

29th Ai)ril, 1870.

Immediate.

Gentlemen,

The Board have received a conuuunieation from the Postmaster General,

stating that it is proposed to reduce tlie duty on the jH)stage of News]>apers and on

Inland Book and Sample Packets not exceeding 2oz. in weight to one half-penny, on

the 1st October next, and requesting that steps may be taken by the Board for the

preparation of adhesive stamps to denote the duty.

I have accordingly to invite you to forward to the Board a tender for the pre-

paration and supply of the stamps required. The size of this stamp from top to bottom

nuist not be more than two thirds of that of the penny postage stamp, the width

remaining the same ; and in essential particulars the stamp must be similar to the

postage stamps which you now prcjjare, the Queen's head being the essential feature

in it.

The color of the stamp, which must be fugitive, should be green, but it must not

be dark, nor the ground so heavy as that of the penny stamp. It will be open to you

to include the making of the paper ox not in your Tender.

The paper must be as thin and soft as possible. It nmst be made under tin-

same regulations as the paper now used for other adhesive stamps.

The sheets should contain 480 stamps each, so as to be of £1 value.

The paper must contain a watermark, a portion of which must appear on each

stamp.

It is estimated that about four millions of the stamps will be required every

week ; and it is thought that a stock sufficient for twenty five weeks, viz., one hundred



APPENDIX C. 155

millions should be supplied in the first instance, not later than the 24th September

next.

I have to add that the tendiT in a scaled envelope endorsed " Tender for stamps
"

should be sent under a separate cover to the Board as early as possible, and not later

than the 3rd of May next.

I am, &c., &c.,

[Signed] T. SARGENT.
Messrs. Perkins, Bacon & Co.

(283)

Stamping Department,

Inland Revenue,

Somerset House, W.C ;

30 Apl., 1870.

Dear Sir,

I find the green ink you submitted to me very fairly fugitive.

Yours, &c., &c.,

[Signed] O. HILL

J. P. Bacon, Esq.

(284)

69, Fleet Street
;

May 2, 1870.

Sir,

In reply to the communication received from your Honble. Board with

reference to the preparation of a Halfpenny Postage Stamp we beg to submit the

following :

—

I. We shall be happy to prepare such stamps engraved from either of the 10

designs enclosed herewith and printed in a light green ink which shall be fugitive,

for the same price including all cost of plates, printing and double gumming, as we are

now paid for the One Penny and Two Penny stamps, i.e., four pence halfpenny per

1,000 stamps.

We are aware that these stamps are smaller than the One Penny and will be

printed 480 on the sheet and that, therefore, it would seem reasonable to offer to

prepare them at a lower rate, but we shall have all the first cost of engraving the

plates and adapting our machinery and premises to the larger plates, the first cost of
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thi' OiU' Penny lalicls h;i\'ing been defrayed out of a higher prire whicli was then

paid us and moreover \vc find tiuit tiie cost of a fugitive green ink will be considerably

more tiuin that of tiie colors \vc are now using.

Should neither of the designs now submitted prove exactly such as may be

ai)j)roved of we arc ready to execute any other design which may be provided for us,

compatible with our style of engraving and to defray the expense of its preparation.

It must, however, be understood that if sucli new design should involve an un-

reasonable delay, we could not undertake to deliver as many as one hundred millions

of the new stamps by the date specified, but we would do our utmost to provide as

many as possible.

2. \Vc shall be happy also to provide paper similar in substance and texture to

that now used for the One Penny stamps, with an appropriate watermark for the

sum of three halfpence per i,ooo labels, including the cost of moulds, or sixpence per

1,000 for the stamps complete paper inclusive.

We have the honor, &c., &c.,

rSigned] PERKINS, BACON & Co.

T. Sargent, Esq.

(285)

Inland Revenue,

Somerset House,

London, W.C. ;

3rd May, 1S70.

Gentlemen,

I have laid before the Board of Inland Revenue your letter of the 2nd

instant, stating the terms on which you are prepared to supply adhesive stamps to

denote the duty of one-half-penny on the postage of Newspapers, &c., and to provide

paper for the same.

I am directed to acquaint you that the Board have accepted your tender to

supply such Stamps and paper in the manner therein mentioned for Six-pence per

1,000 stamps ; and instructions will be given to their Solicitor to prepare the

necessary contract for your execution.

I have now^ to request that you w ill with the utmost possible despatch forward

to the Board a finished design for this Stamp, the Queen's head to be similar to that

in the id. postage labels—but reduced to proper size—and the words " Postage
"

and " One Halfpenny " to be at the side.

If you should require any furtlur information on this subject I shall be glad to

afford it if you will call upon me.

I am, &c., &c.,

[Signed] T. SAKGENT.
Messrs, Perkins, Bacon & Co.
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(286)

fjq, Fleet Street, E.C.
;

May 5, 1S70.

Dear Sir,

We shall shortly require a new Queen's head slightly reduced from that

you formerly engraved—for a Jd. P. Stamp. Would you be willing to undertake

this commission and to do it in a reasonable time ? If so will you commenre with one

at your early convenience.

Yours, &c., &c.,

;Signcd] j P BACON.
F. Heath, Esq.

(287)

87, Sussex Road
;

May 7, 70.

Dear Sir,

According to promise just a Une to say that I undertake the engraving of

the Queen's Head to save you all further suspense in the matter, although I have

not at present effected the arrangement I desire with regard to the Plate I have in

hand. I expect to be in the City to-morrow eveng. with the reduction.

Yours, &c., &c.,

[Signed] FREDK. A. HEATH.

J. Bacon, Esq.

(288)

Stamping Department,

Inland Revenue,

Somerset House, W.C.
;

Dear Sir, ii May, 1870.

Herewith I send you a strip of iron scratched to indicate what should be

the cross measurements of the engraving of the halfpenny plates, and below I give

a copy of the scratches with an explanation of their meaning.

Yours, &c., &c.,

[Signed] O. HILL.

J. P. Bacon, Esq.

[On the other side of this letter is a diagram of the top row of twenty ^d. stamps

as they were to be engraved on the plate with the space to be left between each

stamp and below the diagram is WTitten. " A twentieth part of the distance from

the one arrow point to the other will be exactly the distance which the centre of one

stamji slmuld be fnnii the centre of the next."]
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(289)

My Dear Sir,

Stamping Dkpartmknt,

Inland Revenue,

Somerset House, W.C. ;

12 May, 1870.

How soon do y<Hi think that you could let mc have such a trial sheet of

the halfpenny stairi])s as we S]i(]ke of ? I mean a sheet of the proper paper made in

regular work pullrd ii])on a ]ilatc either jiartially (ni,'ra\i(l or with the boundary
lines only marked \\\\nn it and afterwards double gimmied.

J. P. Bacon, Esq.

Yours, &c., &c.,

[Signed] (). HILL.

( 290

:

Dear Sir,

69, Fleet Street, E.G. :

May 13, 1870.

We have at last got our Drawing finally agreed upon and marked by one

of the Commissioners. It is to be the reduced head in a circle of white, and we shall

be able to send you the die ready for work to-morrow (Saturday) afternoon.

We think you will be able to make a more satisfactory engraving as it is now
resolved on, than was at first arranged, but of course the reduction in size is a dis-

advantage. You will not be surprised when we say that time has become now more
pressing than before, but we trust y<iu will do \-our best.

F. Heath, Esq.,

87, Sussex Road,

Hornsey Road,

Hollow.av, N.

We arc, &c., &c.,

[Signed] PERKINS, BACON & Co.

Sir,

(291

6g, Fleet Street, E.C. ;

May 24th, 1870.

With reference to the color intended for the One Halfpenny stamps, we
regret to say that the green ink which we had prepared for experiment at the time

when we sent in the Estimate, which was accepted by your Honble. Board, and which

was then fugitive has after the lapse of three or four weeks become fast, and we fear
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lest any other color which vvc may manufacture may prove deceptive in a similar

manner, as it will be necessary to commence printing the Stamps (owing to the large

number required by Sept. 24tli), before the lapse of a sufficient interval to shew the

effect of time upon the color. Under these circumstances we do not know what to

do. Wc will spare neither trouble or expense to obtain a green ink which shall be

fugitive, but cannot guarantee its retaining that quality for want of time in which

to test it.

We enclose prints from the i Jd. die in two other colors, which have been printed

ncarlN' three weeks, and which wc consider sufficiently fugitive now, and which we

have no reason to suppose would be effected by further time, in case it should be

deemed desirable to abandon the green color in the present instance.

We arc Sir, &c., &c.,

[Signed] PERKINS, BACON & Co.

T. Sargent, Esq.

( 292 )

24th May, 1870.

Dear Sirs,

Please send me at once by Bearer, or if you prefer it by one of your own

employes, the approved design for the halfpenny adhesive Newspaper Stamp.

If you cannot send the original design you can perhaps send a copy of it. Mr. Sargent

wishes to see it at once with reference to your representation as to the green colour

not being fugitive and with reference to your letter of this morning.

Yours, &c., &c.,

[Signedl W. H. COUSINS,

Inland Revenue.

[Messrs. Perkins, B.'\con & Co.]

( 292a )

213, New North Road
;

May 25 70.

Dear Sir,

I enclose you 3 impressions of Green, which I think are the best 1 have

sent you, but not so perfect as I should like them. I have been trying man}'

experiments, but have not been able as yet to succeed as I should ha\-e wished.

These impressions have been ])rinted 6 Davs, waiting your answer.

To J. P. Bacon, Esq.

I remain, &c., &c.,

^Signed] G ARNOLD.
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(293)

87, Sussex Road
;

Thursday 7.30 a.m.

[Letter endorsed May 26th, 1870.]

Dear Sir,

Herewith enclosed you will receive the little drawing you are in want of.

I am sorry not to have been in the way when your messenger came yesterday.

Engraving going on well, hope to show you something on Saturday or Monday next.

Yours, &c., &c.,

[Signed] FREDK A HK.\TII

J. Bacon, Esq.

(294)

Inland Re\'exue

Warehouse ;

27th May, 1870.

Sirs,

I enclose, at the request of Mr. Ormond Hill, a warrant for printing 5,000

sheets of ijd. Postage Labels.

The j)aper will be sent as soon as your porter can call for it ; but in the mean-

time if you wish to begin the work the paper you have on hand for One penny Stamps

can be used.

I am, &c., &c.,

[Signed] GEORGE EVETT.
Messrs. Perkins. Bacon & Co.,

Fleet Street.

(295)

Messrs. Perkins & Bacon,

Drs.

ToFrcdk. A. Heath.

To engraving Half-penny Postage Stamp .

.

. . £36 15s. od.

[Rectipted and signed] FREDK .\ HEATH.

6/6/1870.
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My Dear Sir,

(296)

Stamping Department,

Inland Revenue,

Somerset House, W.C.
;

23 Jan., 1871.

The roller concerning the making of whicli I sent you a rather informal

message by your Mr. Gill, and which I should be glad to have made is a id. and 2d.

one, soft and unnumbered. For it appears that the roller wc have here as a reserve

bears heads of the old kind—2 letters only— and being not such a one as you would
use in preparing fresh plates, should all at Fleet St. be destroyed, cannot be looked

upon as a reserve. I do not press this because a roller could I know soon be made
from the flat die which we have : but I should prefer to have such a soft roller in

reserve if you do not object. If you consent and will let me know as much I will

instruct Mr. Peacock to give out the die, &c.

Yours, Sec, Sec,

J. P. Bacon, Esq.

;Signed] O. HILL

(297

Dear Sir,

69, Fleet Street, E.C.
;

Janj'. 24th, 1S71.

In reply to your favor of yesterday's date we shall be happy to prepare

such a roller as you suggest for id. and 2d. P. S. [a few further words cannot be

deciphered.]

Yours, &c., &c.,

^Signed] J. P. BACON.
O. Hill, Esq.

Dear Sirs,

(298)

Stamping Department,

Inland Revenue,

Somerset House, W.C. ;

I Feb., 1871.

The Board are desirous of having for the supply of the Postmaster-General

six proofs in black and six in the proper colors from each the id. Postage die, the id.,

the ijd. and the 2d. I shall feel much obliged if you will have these taken ; and I

K
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shall be glad if yon will at the same time take a similar number of earh for me to keep

and a few from earii die in two or tln'rc other colors.

Vours, &c., &c.,

[Signed] (). lill.L.

Messrs. Pkukins, B.xcon & Co.

P.S.—I give iiistru('tii)us to the officer to gi\'e out the dies for this jnirpose.

[Signed] (). H.

(299)

Sir,

London,

69, Fleet Street, E.C. ;

Febrj'. 5th, 1872.

At the Annual International Exhibition, to be held dining the current year at

South Kensington, we propose to exhibit specimens of our work, and among other

things we wish to forward for inspection some of the Postage Stamps now in use.

We desire tosend a sheet each of Jd., id., i|d. and 2d. printed in their respective colors.

We also desire to send a sheet (printed in black) from Postage Plate No. 36, which is

now at Somerset House, among the reserve plates, which plate has printed over a

million sheets, and is still in fair condition, and which we consider a great curiosity

on that account. We should prefer to print the whole of these impressions on what

is called " proof paper " and not on the regular watermarked paper, imless there is

any strong objection to that course.

Our object in writing now is to ask the permission of the Honble. Commissioners

of Inland Revenue to the printing of the necessary impressions under the supervision

of their Officer, and the exhibiting of the 5 sheets above mentioned during such time

as the Exhibition may remain open.

We are, &c., &c.,

W. LoMAS, Esq. [Signed] PERKINS, BACON & Co.

Inland Revenue,

Somerset House.

(300)

Inland Revenue,

Somerset House,

London, W.C. ;

15th February, 1872.

Gentlemen,

Having submitted to the Board of Inland Revenue your letter of the 5th

instant, I am directed to acquaint you that they will not object to your obtaining a
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sheet each of the ^d., id., ijd. and 2d. postage labels, printed on proof paper in their

respective colours and also a sheet printed in black from postage plate \o. 36 for

exliihition at tlie Annual International Exhiljition at South Kensington.

1 am to add that the proofs should lie returned at the close of the Exhibition,

and that if any be not returned, or accounted fur, to the satisfaction of the Board,

the amount of tiie duty therecjn must be jiaid.

Mkssks. Perkins, Bacon & Co.

I am, &c., &c.,

fSigned] \VM. LOMAS.

(301)

69, Fleet Street
;

16 February, 1872.

Dear Sir,

Having now received the Board's order for the printing of the Specimen

sheet of Stamps for the An. Inter. Exhibition. I shall be much obhgcd by your

delivery to the Bearer, Mr. David Gill, Reserve Plate Ko. 27, and giving the necessary

instructions to Mr. Peacock to allow of the printing of the Plate. Our application

was for No. 36 Plate, but on examination I find that ratiier less than a million

impressions were taken from that plate, but that No. 27 had printed more than that

number. I suppose there will be no objection to the substitution of one No. for the

other.

I am, &c., &c.,

(Signed] J. P. BACON.

O Hill, Esq.

(302)

Stamping Department,

Inland Revenue,

Somerset House, W.C. ;

17 Feb., 1872.

My Dear Sir,

Can you tell me why the i|d. stamps are printed in a color so different

from the mavive tint originally selicted and whether there would be anj' difficulty in

reverting to the original color if it were desired.

The present color seems nnich too near to that of the id. stamps.

Yours, &c., &c.,

[Signed] O. lilLL.

J. P. Bacon. E:^q.
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(303)

69, Fleet Street, E.C.
;

Oct. 31st, 1872.

Sir,

On the 5tli of Febry. last wc requested permission to print on proof paper

and to ixliibit at the International Exhibition 4 sheets of Postage Stamps of different

values printed in their respective colors and a slieet of One penny Postage Stamps

printed in Black from a plate which liad been withdrawn from use after having

printed more tlian a million sheets of Postage Stamps.

Our request was kindly granted and we have now returned to the Foreman of

the Postage Stamp Department for the purpose of delivery in the usual manner the

whole of the sheets with the exception of that printed in Black, which we should be

very glad to keep permanently, if permitted to do so b}' your Honble. Board. As it

is printed in black, and on proof paper, it could not be used to the injurj' of the

Revenue, and it is so great a curiosity as to be well worthy of preservation. We
should be willing to pay tlie value of a sheet of One Penny Stamps if it sliould he

thought necessarj'.

We are, &c., &c..

[Signed] PERKINS, B.\CON & Co.

W. LoMAS, Esq.

Inland Revenue,

Somerset House.

(304)

Inl.wd Revenue,

Somerset House,

London, W.C. ;

Gentlemen, i2tli November, 1872.

I am directed to acquaint you that the Board have been pleased to grant

the request contained in your letter of the 31st ultimo, that you should be allowed

to retain the sheet of One Pennj- Postage Stamps printed in black \\hich you were

permitted to obtain for the purpose of being exhibited at the International Exhibition

at South Kensington, from a plate which had been withdrawn from use.

The value of a sheet of One Pennj' Postage Stamps should be paid, in order to

balance the accounts of the Storekeeper-General.

I am, &c., &c.

[Signed] FRED. B. GARNETT,

Asst. Secretary.

Messrs. Perkins, Bacon & Co.

[Written up the side of the letter is " Reed. Novr. 13, 1872. £1 „

W. Rea. pro. Rev. Genl."].
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( 305 )

Stamping Department,

Inland Revenue,

Somerset House, W.C. ;

nth Oct., 1873.

Please to prepare Postage Stamps, as stated below, with the initials G.E.K
printed at the back for the " Great Eastern Raiiwaj- Company."

Sheets Duty Total duty

100 id. £100

Yours, &c., &c.,

^Signed] GEO. li. ROBERTSON.

Messrs. Perkins, Bacon & Co.

( 306

)

Stamping Deiwktment,

Inland Revenue,

Somerset House, W.C. ;

19 Feb., 1875.

Enclosure.

Dear Sir,

May I trouble \ou to make a slight alteration in the pinning marks ujion

one of the id. Post. Plates, in order to enable me to decide a question which has been

raised in connection with perforation. \\'hat I want is this—that the pinning crosses

of one of the plates at work should be cut considerably bolder, say as boldly as the

sketch enclosed. When the engraving is deepened I shall be glad if you will have

the sheets printed from the plate kept together and sent in, say a ream or more at a

time, with a reminder of the fact that they are from this special plate. I shall then

be able to decide almost immediately as to whether I shall ask you to be good enough

to deepen the pinning marks of the other plates or not.

Yours, &c., &c.,

[Signed] O. HILL.

J. P. Bacon, Esq.

The enclosure sent is still with the letter. It consists of a sheet of paper

with a cross in red ink, the lines of which are broader than those cut on the top and

bottom margins of the plates up to this date.]
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( 307

)

Stamping Department,

Inland Revenue,

S(imeksi:t lIorsE, W.C.
;

3 Aug., 1S76.

Gentlemen,

The duublr pinning mark is not obstTvahk' at (ini- ind of tlii' sheets of .Jd.

Postage labels recently received. I shall be obliged if you will instruct your printers

to take more care in inking the ])lates.

Yours, &c., cS:('.,

Signed] GEO. 11 ROBERTSON.

Messrs. Perkins, Bacon & Co.

( 308

)

London,

69, Fleet Street, E.G. ;

May 4th, 1877.

Dear Sir,

In rej)l\' to your encpiir}' as to (he terms of existing eontiatts between

the Connnrs. of Inland Revenue and our firm we btg to state:

The contract for One Penny & Two Penny Labels was for a term ot Ten years

from the 5th of July, 1861. " and for so long after as the Connnrs. of Inland Revenue

for the time being shall require the delivery of any such stamps, or until the same

shall after the expiration of the said term of Ten years be determined by the said firm

upon Six months notice thereof in writing to be given by them to the said Connnrs."

The stamps for 'J'/inx halfpence have been printed by nnitual agreement on the same

terms.

The contract for Halfpenny stamps bears date tin' iMth of May, 1870, antl provides

without fixing any peritxl of continuance " that it shall be competent after the expira-

tion of Twelve months from the date hereof, for either party hereto to give Twelve

months notice to determine this contract."

We are, &c., &c.,

[Signed] PERKINS, BACON & Co.

. . . \V. II. Cousins, Esqre.,

• Inland Revenue, .... ....

Somerset House. ..
' ;••.

•
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( 3'J9

)

Exlracl from a letter of Perkins, Bacon & Co., of Apr it Hlh, 187S, to F. B. Garnett,

Esq., Secretary Inland Revenue, Somerset House.

" When our premises were rebuilt after tlie fire in 1857, tlie Printing Room
approved by your officer had accommodation for 31 Presses, of which number only 18

were used up to i860, the increase being at the average rate of one Press a year until

Nov., 1862, when there were 22 at work. It was not until 1870 that 30 Presses were

required. In 1865 more space being needed for gumming, an addition of 2 stories

was made to a portion of our premises at a cost of £560. In 1870 we had exhausted

the room provided for printing in 1857, and with the concurrence of Mr. 0. Hill, we

erected a new wing at an expense of £2,300 (including the cost of an injunction in

Chancery obtained against us by a Chimney Sweep who complained that we

obstructed his hght by the height of our new buildings). This alteration provided

space for 7 more printing presses."

[The letter from which this extract is taken contained a number of suggestions

for providing increased accommodation for the printing of the stamps.]

(310)

Inland Revenue,

Somerset House, W.C.
;

May 6, 1878.

Gentlemen,

I am directed by the Board of Inland Revenue to enclose for your informa-

tion an extract from a Report of the Controller of the Circulation Department of the

General Post Office which has been forwarded to them by the Postmaster-General

respecting the ink in which the halfpenny, penny, three-halfpenny and twopenny

postage stamps are printed, which it is stated admits of the obliterating marks of

the Post Office Stamp being removed without removing the ground color of the stamp,

so as to enable it to be used a second time.

The Board having caused experiments to be made in their Laboratory with a

view to test the accuracy of this representation, have satisfied themselves that the

facts are as has been reported to the Postmaster-General.

To remedy this defect the Postmaster-General has expressed the desire to have

stamps provided to represent these duties of the same description as those provided

by Jlessrs. De La Rue to denete the higher postal duties which are printed in inks of

a highly fugitive character, and the Board desire, therefore, to know whether you can

supply stamps of this description to denote the several duticsin question and. if so, at

what price.

I am, &c., &c.,

[Signed] A. A. WATTS.

Asst. Secretary.

Messrs. Perkins, Bacon & Co.
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!En(ltisui<.
I

C<)py.

It lias long been ruiuoiiicd that the obliterating marks can be taken out of

Postage Stamps, and recently I have seen various experiments and have experimented

myself on different stamps and am able therefore, to say that by the use of a certain

fluid, which it is not desirable to mention, the obliteration can be perfectly removed

with very little trouble.

In the case of the halfpenny, penny, three halfpenny and twopenny stamps,

this can be done without leaving any marks of the operation behind. With all other

stamps this is not so, indeed the same fluid that removes the obliterating ink destroys

the ground colours of the other stamps as well.

The reason of this is that the former named stamps are printed in fast colours

while the latter are printed in fugitive colours. Having tested this matter I am not

prepared to say that frauds on the Revenue by these means are but few, because the

process is so simple, and the removal of the obliteration so effectual that stamps so

treated would pass unnoticed to almost any extent. This, however, for the reason

before stated, is only true of the halfpenny, penny, three halfpenny and twopenny

stamps.

This being so, I think no time should be lost in applying a remedy, and this will

be found in having the stamps of low values made precisely in the same way as those

of higher value, both as regards the mode of manufacture and the printing in fugitive

colours.

(311)

69, Fleet Street
;

May, 1878.

Sir,

VVc beg to acknowledge receipt of letter from the Ilonble. Comnus. of Inland

Revenue under date 6th inst. covering extract from a report of the Controller of the

Circulation Department of the General Post Office, to the effect that the Postage

Stamps prepared by our firm are not printed in fugitive ink and that, therefore, the

Postmaster-General wishes to have stamps of such denominations as have hitherto

been supplied by our firm from Steel Plates {i.e. those of Jd., id., i^d. and 2d.), of the

sanu- description as those provided by Messrs. De La Rue & Co., to denote the higher

postal duties and enquiring if we can supply such stamps and if so at what price.

In reply to the enquiry of your Honble. Board we beg to state that we shall be

happy to quote a price for Stamps prepared in the manner desired, but before doing

so we ask permission very respectfully to urge reasons why if we remedy the defect

complained of, it is not desirable to change from the system hitherto used which is

" intaglio printing," or line-engraving to " surface-printing."

We believe we may confidently appeal to the general opinion of artists when we
say that other things being equal line-engraving " as a style " is superior to surface-

printing ; the reason being that in the latter style the top or surface of the design has

to be covered with ink in order to produce the impression and, therefore, the lines

must be further apart and coarser than in line-engraving, as otherwise they will become
clogged and a confused impression will be produced. In line-engraving on the other
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hand tliu lines are filled with colour and the surface wiped clean, and a clean

iilipression of the design is transferred to the paper, however fine the work. We are

not therefore, we trust open to any charge of unduly attempting to disparage the work

of another firm if, when asked to prepare stamps similar to those printed by Messrs.

De La Rue we submit that the Queen's head of our present stamp is very decidedly

superior to that of the higher denominations.

In these latter the lines are necessarily further apart and there is a want of soft-

ness and ease so to speak plainly visible in whatever colour, but best seen in a proof

impression such as we enclose of our own Head.

There is much more security against forgery by copying the engraving in our

system than in the other. In the first place, as regards the Head, tiie finer the work

of art the greater the skill required to produce a colourable imitation. In point of

fact the Artist who engraved our Queen's Head having recently died we do not know

at the moment to whom we should apply if we needed a similar one. But in the next

place tlic Head is only one part of our design.

In the stamps of higher denominations prepared by Messrs. Ue La Rue the back-

ground is simply what is called " dry point " or (jrdinary ruling and requires no skill

but only an even hand to produce smooth surface, whereas the background of our

id. and id. stamps is j)roduced by a very costly machine which would be inaccessible

to a forger, and the lines which are very numerous and fine, cross each other at regular

intervals, as will be very clearly seen in the proof specimen. Our opinion is that

there is more security in this kind of machine work engraved bj' a proper machine

(and not by a mere ordinary rose-engine machine) than even in the elaborate head

though of course the combination of the two is very important.

We hope we may be excused if we remind the Honble. Commrs. that when the

id. stamps were first introduced our firm did not send in a design in competition for

the work, but after 1,000 plans and drawings had been submitted by other i)artics,

none of which was deemed wholly suitable, we were requested to prepare a sketch

which w-as finally adopted, the basis being the best line-engraving of her Majesty's

Head which could be produced combined with a background of elaborate engine-

turned work.

Another though subordinate objection to the surface-printing system is the

uncertainty in producing clear impressions which arises from the tendency of the lines

to become clogged with ink. As doubtless the impressions delivered are good, a

large number must be destroyed in manufacture as inferior and hence the cost of

production which we have always understood to be greater than ours, is much

increased. In leaving this part of the subject, we may be allowed to mention one

consideration which in our judgment adds greatly to the importance of making the

stamps of lower values as .secure from forgery as possible. Not only are fewer stamps

of the higher values used but the facility of using them if fraudulently prepared is

greatly diminished. Any person will take a few id. Postage Stamps in ordinary

business transactions, but few people will receive as a matter of course such values as

3d., 6d. or IS. From long experience as Bank Note Engravers we \ya\\' always found

that it was necessary to give the greatest protection to notes of small value because of

the facility with which they pass from hand to hand and the comparative ignorance

of those who use each kind.

But the question will be asked whether we can produce the fugitiveness in which

our stamps have hitherto been deficient and in other ways meet the requirements of
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the Post Office. We liud tliat iiur attention lias liithcrtd hein tnimd in ,i wKnig

iliroction in seeking to make our ink fugitive and \vc believe we have found the means
of giving the quality required. As, however, it takes some weeks to test tlie (luestiim

fairly we are not yet in a position to submit s])ecimens. \Vc are informed that tlurc

are other difficulties exi)erienced at the Post Office in handling our Stamps to which

our attention must also be directed. The ink of the id. Stamp when fresh comes off

on the hands of those who count them. The colors are so dark as to render the

impression of the date stamp indistinct if it should be used as an obliterating mark.

The surface of our Stamps is not smooth and glossy as those for the higher values are.

As to all these we have hitherto been under the impression that we were confined to

the exact tints settled on for the present stamps, and this has prevented our seeking

to improve on some particulars. Now that we understand that we may vary the

tint, provided we do not propose colors already in use, we believe we can remove,

or at all events greatly reduce all these defects. There is one other point to which

reference has been made, i.e., the thickness and clumsiness of the sheets owing to the

large quantity of gum employed. This can be altered at once if the Honble. Connnrs.

so direct by the discontinuance of the practice of double gumming, which was ordered

at the close of the year 1865, and for which we have been paid an extra sum of Jd. per

1,000 Stamps ever since. We ourselves did not consider that extra coat of gum
necessary, but it v\-as at the time resolved upon by the Post Office Authorities, not

because the quality of the gum was objected to but in order to secure so much
adhesive matter that parties with rough tongues might not be able to remove it wholly.

For this purpose we believe it has proved a success and doubtless if discontinued

some complaints will arise from those who have been accustomed to an excess of gum,

but we are convinced that the stamps would adhere sufficiently without it.

We now leave the matter in the hands of your Honble. Board, respectfully request-

ing that the above suggestions may be considered, and that time be allowed us to

make and test a series of experiments with the view of carrying out the changes

proposed before considering further the question of a change of system from line-

engraving to surface-printing.

We beg, &c., &c.,

[Signed] PERKINS, BACON & Co.

The Secretary,

Inland Revenue, Somerset House.

Gentlemen,

(312)

Inland Revenue,

So.MERSET House, W.C.
;

May 29, 1878.

.1 have laid before the Board of Inland Re\'enue your letter in reply to

their communication respecting the defects in tlie Postage Stamps supphed by your

finn. and I,am to state that.the Board will. of course be prepared to allow a reasonable

time for.making experinients with a view to the proposed changes.
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With regard tn yiur niiiarks as to the rt-lalivc iiierits oi line-engraving and

surtacc-piinting the Board are ready to admit the superiority of the former process

per sc. Tiiey must, however, draw your attention to the practical effects of the two

l)rocesses when applied to the manufacture of Stamps, as shewn in the coarse bhnred

ai)pearaiu-e of tile Penny Postage Stamp, comi)ared with the clear clean ])iiuting of

(he Inland lievenut' Stamp of the same value.

Tlie specimen furnished by you, as carefully printed on jjroot i)a])er, exhibits,

no d(nd)t, a good effect, but the question is wiietlier the same effect can be produced

in your ordinary issues. Such is certainly not now the case as regards the incon-

veniences complained of by tlie Post Office, and which you propose to obviate by a

variation of the tint, the Board are not aware of any objection to the tint being varied ;

but they will communicate with the Post Office on the subject.

With respect to the thickness of the sheets stated to be caused by tlie double

guunning, I am to observe that the penny Inland Revenue Stamps adhere perfectly,

though the gum is very thin, and they wish to know wheti.er the process used for

those stamps could not be adopted by you.

I am, &c., &c.,

[Signed] FRED. B. GARNETT,

Messrs. Perkins, Bacon & Co. Secretary.

(313)

69, Fleet Street
;

Dear Sir, 14 Jn"^^ i^7^'

I have herewith the pleasure to forward you specimen sheet of id., id.

and 2(1. Postage Stamps, printed in the colors which we propose for adoption. They

are fugitive, and much hghter in tone, as also in my opinion, prettier colors than

those now in use. They will not rub off I believe in handling as the color of the id.

Stamps does, but I fear they will not bear rolling, as the ingredient in the ink which

renders the color fugitive, keeps it moist and prevents the pressure of the rolls from

being applied without injury. These sheets were printed last Saturday, June Sth,

but other prints in the same color taken a month ago retain their fugitive character.

I am, &c., &c.,

[Signed] J. P. BACON.

W. H. Cousins, Esq.

(314)

Inland Revenue,

Somerset House, W.C. ;

June 15, 1871S.

Gentlemen,

Referring to your letter of the 3rd instant, and previous correspondence,

1 am. directed by the Board of Inland Revenue to acquaint you that they understand



172 APPENDIX C.

that the Postinaster-Genural considers tliat tin- loloiir of tlic lialfiJinny, penny, tlirci,'

halfpenny and twopenny Postage Stamps should be changed to a lighter and better

character of colour.

I am accordingly to rcciucst that you will prepare and forward to this office some

sf)eciniens of colours from which a selection may be made.

I am, &c., &c.,

[Signed] A. A. WATTS.
Messrs. Perkins, B.\cox & Co.

We have been unsuccessful in finding a copy of tJie letter of June 3rd, to

which reference is made.]

(315)

Controller of Stamps & Stores Dept. ;

Dear Sirs, 18 June, 1878.

In returning herewith the specimen sheets of Jd. id. and 2d. stamjjs which

you sent me on the 14th instant. I should point out to you that all three specimens

retain one of the defects complained of by the Post Office, \izt., that the color comes

off on handling the sheets. This defect, however, I suppose might to some extent

be remedied by rolling, which I am inclined to think will be considered by the Post

Office as a sine qua non, since it would, 1 presume, give to the stamps that glossy and

enamelled appearance possessed by the higher rates of stamps.

When j-ou have subjected the sheets to the rolling process you should transmit

them direct to the Secretarj- with a covering letter giv^ing any observations you may
have to offer.

In regard to the Board's letter to you of the 15th instant, which you showed mc-

yesterday, you will perceive that the concluding paragrapli requires specimens of

colors to be submitted for selection. Therefore in addition to those now returnetl,

you will have to submit each rate of postage stamps in two if not three colors.

I should add that I am rather doubtful whether these specimens will be stable

under water.

The specimens of gumming have all been sent to the Post Office for their opinion

Yours, &c., &c.,

[Signed] W. H. COUSINS.
Messrs. Perkins, Bacon & Co.

(316)

Inland Revenue,

Somerset House, W.C. ;

Gentlemen, July 11, 1878.

I am directed by the Board to call your attention to the letter to you of

the 15th ultimo, in reference to a change of colour in the halfpenny, penny, three half-
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penny and twopenny Postage Stamps, and to request that you will without delay

transmit to me the specimens to be forwarded to the Post Office, as the Officers of

that Department are anxious that this matter should no longer be delayed.

I am, &c., &c.,

[Signed] FRED. B. GARXETT.
Messrs. Perkins, B.\con & Co.

(317)

6q, Fleet Street ;

i3t]i July, 1878.

Sir,

We beg to acknowledge receipt of your favor of the list inst., and in reply to

state that as our Postage Stamp Department is closed for our Annual Holiday until

Tuesday next, we are unable to forwartl such specimens of new colors as we liave

prepared until after that date.

We are, &c., &c.,

[Signed] PERKINS, BACON & CO.

F. B. G.^RNETT, Esq.,

Inland Revenue,

Somerset House.

(318)

61), Fleet Street
;

July 16, 1878.

Sir,

Herewith we have the honor to forward Specimen sheets of the colors we

propose for the Postage Stamps prepared by us. We think thej' will be found to

contain the qualities of fugitiveness to the action of benzole and lightness of shade

sufficient to exhibit a clear impression of the obliterating stamp. We regret, however,

to state that we have not up to the present time succeeded in producing a color which

possesses the quality of fastness so as not to rub off and to bear rolling. The fact is

that the quality in the ink which renders it fugitive to benzole keeps it moist and

prevents its bearing pressure. We have tried many experiments in order to secure

the additional quality desired, but hitherto without effect, except by the employment

of a process which would add Jd. a sheet to the cost of the stamps and this we judge

to be a prohibitory price.

We are still making further trials, but they are necessarily tedious, as we have to

wait some days between each set of experiments to see if they become firm enough,

and as we are asked to furnish our specimens of colors without delay we forward the

present result of our labours. We have as we suppose furnished the qualities desired

by the Post Office Authorities in all but this one, and should we be unable to over-

come this difficulty we hope it will not be considered necessary to abandon the greater
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security from forgery of line-engraving for surface-printing in order to meet the

objection to tlie rubbing of the color which is only perceived when the stamps are

handled in very large quantities. We have offered specimens of gum wliicii, while

being perfectly adhesive arc much thinner, whiter and smoother than the present

gum and wliicii we believe are not liable to crack and become brittle. We also offer

colors which are decidedly fugitive and much lighter in body and shade than the

existing stamp and are at the same time much more attractive looking colours. We
feel persuaded that we shall be able eventually at least to obviate the tendencj' to rub

in, the present specimens, if more time be allowed us, in fact we have obtained

better results since this letter was drafted, but there has not been time to test

them sufficiently.

We have the lionor, &c., (Sec,

[Signed] PERKINS, BACON & CO.

The Secret.\rv,

Inland Revenue, Somerset House.

(319)

69, Fleet Street
;

July 31, 1878.

Sir,

With reference to our letter of i6th inst., enclosing specimens of colors proposed

for Postage Stamps, we have now the lionor to forward a sheet eacli of id. and 2d.

labels printed in the same colors as the previous specimens, but with an ingredient

added which sets the colors so far that they will not rub off on a dry hand. We are

unable to discover any means combining fugitiveness with sufficient fixity of color

to bear rolling, except the expensive process referred to in our former letter.

We have the honor, &c., &c.,

[Signed] PERKINS, BACON & CO.

The Secretary,

Inland Revenue, Somerset House.

Enclosures : One sheet id. P.S.

one ,, 2d. do.

(320)

69, Fleet Street
;

August 7, 1878.

Sir,

Referring once more to our letter of the iGth ult., we are now enabled to furnish

for your inspection and approval specimen sheets of Postage Stamps \vhich ha\e

been rolled and which do not invoh'e any large extra expense.

The sheets were only printed j-esterday and are not therefore as hard as they

would become in a few days, so far as handling is concerned, but they would be

improved and not injviied by age.
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We enclose sheets of the id., id. and 2d. Stamps in the colors which we suggest

(or use, and also a sheet of id. P.S. of the full strength of the color, wiiich is much

more brilliant, but wliirh we imagine is too strong to shew the obliterating stamp

wi 11. W'v could jirint in eitiier color or any shade between the two.

We have the honor, &c., &c.,

[Signed] PERKIXS, P,.\rf)X & CO.

The Secret.\ry,

Inland Revenue, Somerset House.

Enclosures : One sheet Jd. P.S.

two sheets id. do.

one sheet 2d. do.

(321)

IxL.\ND Revenue,

Somerset House, W.C.
;

November 2, 1878.

Gentlemen,

The Board, having transmitted for the consideration of the Postmaster

General the specimen sheets in new colors of halfpenny, penny, and twopenny

Postage Stamps submitted by you in July and August last, as possessing the qualities

desiderated by the Postal authorities, have now received a communication from the

Post Office requesting that his Lordship may be informed w-hether it is to be under-

stood that those specimens are to be considered in all respects the best which your

firm can produce.

I am, &c., &c.,

[Signed] FRED B. GARNETT,

Secretary.

Messrs. Perkins, B.\con & Co.

( 322

)

69, Fleet Street ;

Nov. 8, 1878.

Sir,

We have the honor to acknowledge receipt of your favor of and inst, conveying

the enquiry of the Postmaster General " Whether it is to be understood that our

Specimens are to be considered in all respects the best which our firm can produce."

Before replying to the question itself we beg to state that since the delivery of

our Specimens in August last we had reason to suspect that the color which we had
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submitted contained arsenic in sufficient quantities to be dangerous. We therefore

liad a careful analysis made and finding that the color was not safe to use, we procured

other specimens of the same kind of color and now submit three shades of different

degrees of strength, all of which arc free from arsenic. They shew a somewhat brighter

color and arc quite as fugitive as the others.

As to the general question we are somewhat at a loss to reply to it. Our attention

was called to various objections to the Postage Stamps hitherto prepared by us. and

wi- have endeavoured, and we believe successfully to meet them.

We have sent in specimens of gum which are thinner, whiter, less liable to crack,

and at the same time sufficiently adhesive for all practical purposes. We have

produced printed sheets the color of which is fugitis'e, is lighter in tint, is brighter in

color than the present stamps and which does not rub off on the hand, and will bear

rolling, as we shew by the sheets themselves which have been submitted to that

process. To judge fairly of the generaleffect of the whole, however, we ought properly

to have time and authority to print 500 or 1,000 sheets in the regular way and have

them gummed with the mi.xture which should be approved of. The stamps would

then look complete, whereas ungummed sheets and plain gummed paper, or sheets

of the old stamps gummed with the new gum give an unfair appearance.

The question of iiis Lordship may apply to color. We have endeavoured to

secure colors which, while generally resembling the colors at present in use and

differing from the colors used for the stamps of other denominations should secure

the requisite qualities in other respects ; and having as we believed secured such

colors, our endeavour has been to perfect them as to fugitiveness and capability of

bearing the pressure of rolHng. If, however, the object be to obtain a different and

lighter color, we may be able to do so, if sufficient time be allowed for a series of

experiments which are necessarily tedious.

On the other hand, the question may mean whether we can produce from steel

plates a different kind of stamp, which shall combine the highest style of

line-engraving for the Head with our intricate geometrical lathe work (on which we

place great reliance as protection against forgery) for the background and which

shall yet shew more white and produce a lighter effect. We should be happy to do

this and enclose six specimens of stamps which we have produced for the Colonies as

giving a general idea.

Any design which admitted of being brought within the space allowed, we should

be happy to reproduce, but we do not know whether we have met the particular point

in his Lordship's enquiry. If we have not done so we shall be happy to do it, upon

learning his wishes.

We have the honor, &c., &c.,

[Signed] PERKINS, BACON & Co.

The Secretary,

Inland Revenue, Somerset House.

Enclosures : Six specimens of Colonial Postage Stamps,

and three sheets of id. stamps.
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(323)

Inland Revenue,

Somerset House, W.C. ;

Gentlemen, December 23, 1878.

Referring to the correspondence which has passed in regard to an improve-

inont in the Postage Stamps manufactured by you, I aiu directed by the Board of

Inland Revenue to arquaint you that tlie several specimens forwarded by you are

not satisfactory to tlie Post Office Authorities.

The Board have had therefore no alternative but to order notices to be served

uj)on you determining the present arrangements, and those notices I accordingl}'

lierewith enclose.

I am, &c., &c.,

[Signed] F. L. ROBINSON.

Messrs. Perkins, Bacon cS: Co. Assistant Secretary.

[Enclosures.]

(I)

To Messrs. Perkins, B.^con & Co.

Gentlemen, 69, Fleet Street, E.C.

We, The Commissioners of Inland Revenue do hereby give you notice

of our intention to determine all arrangements agreements or contracts now subsisting

between your Firm and ourselves on behalf of Her Majestj' for or relating to the

manufacture or supply of postage stamps (other than the supply of postage stamps

of the value of one halfpenny each), at the expiration of six calendar months from the

service on you of this notice.

Dated this twenty-third day of December one thousand eiglit hundred and

seventy eiglit.

[Signed] C. J. HERRIES.
ALGERNON WEST.

Fred. B. Garnett, „ A. MONTGOMERY.
Secretary to the said Connnissioners.

(2)
To Messrs. Perkins, Bacon & Co.

Gentlemen, 69, Fleet Street, E.C.

We, The Connnissioners of Inland Revenue do hereby give you notice

of our intention to determine the Contract made on the iSth day of May, 1870, between

your Firm and ourselves on behalf of Her Majesty for the manufacture and supply of

postage stamps of the value of one halfpenny each and for the supply of the paper to

be used in such manufacture at the expiration of twelve calendar months from the

service on you of this notice.

Dated tliis twentv-third day of December one thousand eight hundred and

seventy eight.

Signed] C. J. HERRIES.
ALGERNON WEST.

Fred. B. Garnktt, ,. A. MONTGOMERY,
Secretary to the said Connnissioners.

l
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{ 324 )

69, Fleet Street
;

HoNABLE. Sirs, Dec. 30, 1878.

We beg to acknoAlcdge receipt of your letters of the 23rd inst., giving

notice of your intention to terminate the contracts for the preparation of the Postage

Stamps hitherto manufactured liy our firm at tiie dates named. We need not express

our great regret at the receipt of these notices after so long a period of service which

we had thought until a recent date had been satisfactorily rendered. As no indication

is given as to the nature of the objections entertained by the Postmaster-General we

are of course unable to endeavour to remove them, but we take the opportunity of

this letter to enclose specimens of other colors which we have recently discovered

which are fugitive and free from poisonous ingredients. As, however, our Specimens

of stamps in line-engraving in fugitive colors are not satisfactory to the Post Office

Authorities we will now prepare specimens of surface-printed stamps as directed by

the Honable. Commrs. on 6th May last, and trust we shall not be considered obtrusive

if we submit them for consideration at the earliest period.

We have the honor, &c., &c.,

[Signed] PERKINS, BACOX & Co.

Inland Revenue.To THE HONWBLE. COMMRS.,

4 Enclosures : I Pink stamp.

I Green ,,

I Blue „

I Yellow „

(324a)

b(). Fleet Street :

Dear Sir, Feb. 6, 1879.

I have pleasure in enclosing P.O. order for 25 - in discharge of '^/c
enclosedi

and thank you for the accommodation.

I have at last succeeded in getting a steel Queen's Head cut. M. Joubert was in

Paris and several others failed me, but at last Mr. Ridgway, of Acton, has undertaken

it. and his proof shews that he will succeed.

I am, &c., &c.,

[Signed] J. P. BACOX.
C. H. Jeens, Esq.

You do not say how you are. I hope j'ou arc better.

(325)

69, Fleet Street ;

HoNBLE. Sirs, Feb. 15, 1879.

Referring to the letter of your Honble. Board, dated 6th May, 1878, asking

if we could furnish "Surface-Printed Postage Stamps," and to our letter of Dec. 30,

1878 (written after the receipt of notices to terminate contracts), in which we stated
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our intention to prepare such designs, we now beg to submit Specimens of stamps

in several forms, together with one or two Heads, all cut in relief, and shewing different

colors wliich when printed for use would be fugitive for the purposes intended.

We lia\e not felt at liberty to imitate the Queen's Head at present in use, and

we have not had sufficient time to unite the general design with the Head on one

die, and consequently the effect produced is rather tluit of Drawings than of finished

stamps (though each of the parts is actually printed), but we trust that we shew

enough to prove that we are able to produce the stamps in this class of work, if allowed

to do so. We should be happy to supply such stamps as might be approved for about

the same price as we are now receiving for the id. Postage Stamps.

We take the opportunity at the same time to submit some specimens of stamps

on the " Copper Plate Sj'stem " prepared on lighter machine-grounds and with

different general designs, on the chance of their being preferred to the Surface-printed

style. They do not fairly represent the work of the Queen's Head, as they are cut

out from other stamps and are pasted upon the Drawings, but if any of these were

adopted the Head would of course be made to look uniform with the rest of the

stamp.

We have the honor, &c., &c.,

[Signed] PERKINS, BACOX & Co.

To The Honble. Commrs.,

Inland Revenue.

(326)

69, Fleet Street
;

April 4, 1879.

Sir,

We have the honor to acknowledge receipt of letter of yesterday's date,

enquiring whether we are willing to tender for the future preparation of the id.

Postage Stamps by Surface-printing. In reply we beg to state that wc desire to send

in a tender, but having learned the particulars attaching to the competition from

Mr. Cousins we find that the date fixed for delivery of tenders is ist May, which is

less than a month from this date.

As so short a time is too little for the engraving of a die, it would place us and all

other competitors at a disadvantage with Messrs. De La Rue, as these gentlemen

need only to adopt one of their existing Queen's Heads to a new general design, to be

ready at once, whereas we should have to engrave an entirely new Stamp in order to

shew anything good enough for the purpose. We therefore respectfully submit tluit

at least a fortnight longer should be allowed for the completion of the designs.

We have the honor, &c., &c..

rSigned] PERKINS, BACON cl- Co.

F. B. G.-VKNETT, Esq.

[We have been unable to find the letter of April 3rd. to which this is a reply.]
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(327)

Ini AND Revenue,

Somerset House, W.C. ;

May S, 1879.

Gentlemen,

Referring to llic intimation which has beiMi personally nuule to you l)y the

rontroUer of stamps and stores that sujiplies of Penny Postage stamps of the present

kind will be required, certainly imtil the 30th September next, and to the \-erl)al

reply of Ml'. Bacon, that j-ou would continue to furnish them, I am directed by the

Board of Inland Revenue to acquaint you that they ha\^' now decided that any new

postage stamps shall not come into use until the end of the year, consequently they

will be glad if you will continue to furnish the present stamps up to the 31st December

next. A change in the i \c\. and 2d. postage stamps is not immediately contemplated,

so that thev will continue to be required ex'en after the expiration of the present year.

I am, &c., &c.,

[Signed] 11. J. PRHXDERGAST,

pro. Secretary.

Messrs. Pekkins, B.xcon & Co.

32S

(>(). Fleet Street
;

May g, 1879.

Sir,

We beg to acknowledge receipt of your letter of the 8tli inst., and in reply

thereto we beg to say that we shall be happy to continue to supply the stam])S imtil

the end of the year, as therein requested.

We are, &c., &c.,

[Signed] PF,RK1NS, RAfOX & Co.

The Secretary,

Inland Revenue,

Somerset House.

(320)

69, Fleet Street
;

May 17, 1S79.

HoNBLE. Sirs,

In reply to your favor of the 3rd ult., inviting us to tender for printing

id. Postage Stamps prepared b}^ Surface-printing which shall be fugitive to the hydro-

carbons and not solvent in water.

We have now the honor to enclose herewith 2 specimens in each of 4 colors,

]>rinted from a trial plate and gummed (on paper furnished to us at Somerset House),

and 2 t)ther prints of the same colors, as Specimens of color only.
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\\V also enclose iiiii)rcssions in 4 cokus ol a new Oucfii's Head with diffLii-nt

siinounding devices and a gummed sheet printed in pink and shewing all 6 designs,

jjlacod one abo\'c the other.

The printing and rolling of the large specimens are not as perfect as we could

wish, the work being new to us, but we feel quite prepared to undertake the delivery

of such stamps as shall be approved by your Honable. Board if (jur Tender should be

accepted.

We should be jMC'iJared to furnish such quantities of these stamps or such

modilications of them as may be mutually arranged, for the sum of Twopence half-

penny (2jd.) per 1,000 labels.

We ha\-e the honor, &c., &c.,

[Signed] PERKINS. BACON Sc Co.

To The Honui.i:. Co.mmks.,

Inland Rtxejuie.

(330)
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{ J.5I )

Inland Revenue,

Somerset House, W'.C. ;

Gentlemen, June 27, i87().

With reference to the Tender for supply of Surfiice-printcd Penny Postage

Stamps submitted by your firiii on the 17th ultimo, I am directed by the Board of

Inland Revenue to acquaint you that the specimens furnished by you, and by the

several other firms from whom Tenders had been invited, were subjected to careful

examination by the practical and Chemical Ofttcers of this Department, whose reports

have been fully and carefully considered by the Board, and have likewise been sub-

mitted to the Postmaster-General for his opinion, before any conclusion was conie to

on the subject.

The decision which has been arrived at is that the Tt udir of Messrs. T. De La

Rue & Co. on this occasion is that which, while fulfilling all the conditions of the

proposed ccntiact, affords the best stcuiity to the Revenue.

I am. Sec, &c..

Signed] FRED. B. GARNETT.
Messrs. Perkins, B.vcon & Co.

( 332 )

Inl.\ni) Revenue,

Somerset House, W.C. ;

Gentlemen, Juiu' 27, i^jf).

Referring to the Comnumicatioii which has been made to you as to the

acceptance of a tender made by Messrs. T. De La Rue & Co., for the supply of id.

Postage stamps, I am to acquaint you that there is no immediate intention on the

jKut of the Board to take out of yimr hands tlu' manufacture of the id., ijd. and 2d.

stamps, provided that all lead or (jtlier poisonous ingredients be eliminated from the

colors used in their manufacture, with a view to carrying out which condition it is

understood you are now making experiments.

After Christmas next it will be necessary to review the scale of charges for these

stamps, and perhaps some of the designs may be then reconsidered.

1 am, (.S:e., Sec,

Signed] FRED. B. GARNETT.
Messrs. Perkins, Bacdn & Co.

( 333 )

(19, Fleet Street
;

Sir. June 30, 1X79.

We have the honor to acknowledge receipt of your letters informing us that

the contract for id. Postage Stamps had been given by the Honble. Commrs. of

Inland Revenue to Messrs. De La Rue & Co., and also that there was no immediate
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inti'iition on tlit part of tlii- Board to take out of our liands the manufacture of tlie

Vd., I id. and 2d. Stamps, in the event of our compliance with certain stipulations.

With reference to the id. Stamps we can only express our deep regret at this

decision.

With reference to the Stamps of other denominations indicated, we beg to ask

if we are at liberty to alter the colors hitherto used, so as to make them more fugitive,

and also to use Gum similar to that used on the specimens which were submitted to

the Honble. Commrs. in the recent competition.

We have the honor, &c., &c.,

[Signed] PERKINS, BACON & Co.

The Secket.\rv,

Inland Revenue, Somerset House.

(334)

l.NL.v.Nu Revenue

Somerset House, W.C. ;

July 12, i87(j.

Gentlemen,

The Board have consulted the Postmaster-General with reference to tiie

enquiry contained in your letter of the 30th ultimo, whether j-ou are at liberty to

alter the colors hitherto used for the Jd., iW. and 2d. Stamps, so as to make them

more fugitive. From the answer to this enquiry the Board find that it is the wish

of the Postmaster-General that a change should be made, and that the opportunity

should be taken to adopt for the |d. Stamps, which are now printed by your firm,

and the 2id. Stamps, which are printed by Messrs. De La Rue & Co., the colors

reconunended by the International Bureau for Foreign Stamps of those denomina-

tions, vigt.. Light green for the |d. stamp and light blue for the 2.Vd. stamp.

The Postmaster-General further suggests that the present color of the 2kl. Stamp
should be adopted for the 2d. stamp, and that as regards the lid. Stamp the color

should be the same as that, vigt. light red, which has been proposed for the new id.

Stamp.

I enclose specimens of the colors thus proposed for the ^d., I id. and 2d. Stamps,

and request that specimens of the stamps printed in those colors may be forwarded

for inspection.

I am, &c., &c.,

[Signed] FRED. B. GARXETT.

Secretary.

Messrs. Perkins, Bacon & Co.

[On the margin of the letter is :

" Pattern of green for id. stamp, and of maroon

for 2d. stamp enclosed. Specimen of color red lid. stamp will be furnished when

ready."]
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(335)

G(j, Flkkt Stkui-.t
;

July 11, iS;!).

Sir,

W'c beg to acknowledge irnipt of your favor of the- i2tli iust, and to tiiank

you for its reply to our enquiry.

We will take immediate measures to ])roeurr antl submit speeinuns of tlii' eolors

directed for future use in the preparation of Postage Stamps of thi' (km)minations of

Jd. and 2d. respectively.

We presume that we are now to discontinue our ixperiments with a view to the

substitution of colors free from lead in place of those hitherto supplied.

We beg to be allowed to remind you that no reply has been given to our (.iiquiry

whether we may substitute such a gum as we i)roposed for the id. Stamps in com-

petition hjr that now in use and to which the Postmaster-General objects.

We have the honor, &c., &c.,

iSignedJ PERKINS, BACON lSc Co.

F. B. Gaknett, Esq.

Inl.and Revenuk,

Somerset House, W.C. ;

July 17, 1879.

Gentlemen,

With reference to N'our letter ol the 14th instant, 1 am directed b\- the

Board to inform you that the new colours h)r the |d., ijd. and 2d. Postage Stamps

must be free from Lead.

You will be permitted to use in tlie manufacture of those Stamps, the Gum which

was adopted in the case of the specimen stamps submitted by you in the

late competition.

Messrs. Perkins, Bacon & Co.

I am, &c., &c.,

[Signt d] A. .\. W.MTS.

(337)

Sir,

69, Fleet Street ;.

July 18, ibyi).

We beg to acknowledge with tiianks receipt of letter of yesterday's date. We
regret that we have not expressed the meaning of our enquiry clearly. What we

wished to ask is, whether pending the preparation of the specimens of color ordered
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Im till- M. .111(1 2(1. I'ustage Stamps, which will lake S(jiik- little time, wc arc to C(;ntiimc

our experiments upon the existing colors so as to supply such as are absolutely free

from lead in the interval.

^\'e quite understand that the new colors are to be free from lea<.l. Vuur reply

will much oblige Sir.

Respectfully, lic, &c.,

A. A. W.vrrs, Ewj. iSignedJ riiRKlXS, BACON l\: Co.

Inland Revenue,

Somerset House.

( 338 )

Inland Rkvenue,

SoMEKSET House, W.C. ;

(Gentlemen, July 22, 1879.

In reference to your further letter ol the i8th inst., which has been

submitted to the Board, I have to state that it is apprehended there will be no great

delay in your submitting to them new colors for the Postage Stamps of ^d., i|d.

and 2d. which must of course be free from lead.

I am, iS:c., &c.,

rSigned] FRED. B. GARNETT.
Messks. Pekkins, Bacon & Co.

(339)

Controller of Stamps Sc Stores Dept.,

Inland Revenue,

Somerset House, W.C. ;

Dear Sirs, 20 Octr., 1879.

I shall be glad if you will execute the warrant you have outstanding

for 2d. Postage at once in the present blue color.

Yours, &c., (li:c..

[Signed] T. A. COLLS.

Messrs. Perkins, B.\con & Co. p.t.o.

P.S.—I have this day sent on an order for 450 reams more of crown paper fur

which I wiU send you a warrant to print.

[Signed! T. A. C.

( 340

)

Pressing. Inland Revenue,

Somerset House, W.C. ;

Gentlemen, October 31, 1879.

Referring to previous correspondence, I am directed by the Board to

transmit specimens of the new id. Postage Stamp, and to request that you will furnish
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tor ininudiate transmission to the General Post Office samples of the I id. Postage

Stamj) i)rinted in the same color.

I also forward specimens of the new ^Jd. Postage Stamp, the coli r of which is

to be adopted for the 2d. Postage Stamp. You will be good enough to furnish samples

of the latter printed accordingly.

I am to state that it is imperati\'e that tluse samples sliuuld be furnished by you

willi the least possible delay.

I am, &c., &c.,

Signedi FRED. B. GARXETT.
MiisSKS. Perkins, ]1\co.\ iS: Co.

J4I

Deah Sik.

(nj, Fleet Siheet
;

Xo\-. 5, 1S79.

In reply to your enquiry respecting the sheets of Postage stamp ])aper

not jjroduced to the gentlemen who took stock on (Jet. ist, we beg to say tiiat there

were at that time in the possession of our Mr. B.icon, the following sheets printed in

\ari()us colors as specimens :•

—

.Ul. Id. 2d.

2y sheets halfpenny and ij sheets twopenny.

That we enclosed in our Utter of the 31st July,* to

the Connnrs. i sheet penny and i sheet

twopenny

In our letter of jth Augt.,* I sheet halfpenny, 2

sheets j)enny and 1 of twopenny

And in uur letter of Stli No\-..* 3 sheets of penny

That we ilelivered to ;Mr. Bell")" for the puij)ose of

e\])eriments 2 sheets Id. printed in green

That we hold the receipt of Mr. Watts (or i sheit

and (.)f Mr. Robinson fur 2 of id. stamps

There is therefore an apparent deficiency of i sheet ijd. and 2 sheets of id., but

a surplus of i sheet Jd. and I sheet 2d. These discrepancies will probably be cleared

u]) when we come to make our final balance.

Besides those referred to above, i sheet of id. and i sheet of 2d. were enclosed

with our letter of i6th July,* but were subsequently returned to us and are therefore

not reckoned in the %.

\V. H. Cousins, Esq.

2y
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(34^)

CUNTKOLLEK Ol' SlAMl'S & StOKES DePT.,

Inland Revenue,

Somerset Hoi'se, W.C. ;

Deak Sirs,
'

7 Xovr., 1879.

If you ixquiic spt.cinu!is of tlic present 2|d. Postage I will send you them.

Yours, &c., &c.,

[Signed] T. A. COLLS.

JIessrs. Perkins, Bacun & Co.

(343)

CONTKOLI.ER OE STAMPS & StOKES DePT.,

Inland Revenue,

Somerset House, W.C. ;

Dear Sirs, >"< Xovr., 1S79.

\\'ill you kindh- let lue know when you will be ready with the specimens

of the color of the new 2d. Postage stamp.

The matter is very pressing and it is desirable to urge it forward as I am an.xious

to increase the stocks of |d. and 2d. stamps.

Yours, &c., &c..

Signed] T. A. COLLS.

Messrs. Perkins, B.\con & Co.

(344)

()(), Fleet Street ;

Dear Sir, 10 \o\-euiber, 1^79.

I am unable as yei to sa\' when we shall be able to submit specimens of

the new colors for Postage Stamps. After waiting for months for the samples of

color, we at length received what were said to be correct samples and then after having

got a specimen sheet of Blue for the 2d. Stamjjs. which we copied and in e\-ery way

satisfactory, we are informed that this is a mistake and that we are to match the old

2i color. Xow as the color of the new id. Stamp is a shade of reddisli-brown. and

the old 2 J is also a shade of a similar color, we doubt our ability to produce two colors

sufticiently distinct from one another to answer the requests of the Honble. Com-

missioners. We have a sheet of id. printed in a reddish-brown color (the officer has

no instructions to allow us to print one from the l^ Plate) which is simply waiting for

age now, and we will shew you the best we can do to match the 2| color as soon as

we can prepare it.

We are, &c., &c.,

Signed] J. P. BACON

T. A. Colls, Esq. (Perkins, Bacon & Co.).
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(345)

Stamping Department,

Inland Revenue,

Somerset House, W.C. ;

Gentlemen, 3rd Dec, 1879.

The printing of tlic id. Postage labels by your Finn ha\'ing now tome

to a closi' I am desirous of withdi^awing, as soon as practicable, one of my ofificers,

whose services are lienceforth apj)r<)priated elsewhere. I should be glad to know
how soon you will be able to do the whole of the Government printing in one room, so

that one officer can superintend the entire operation.

Yours, &c., &c.,

Signed] GEO. R. ROlilCKTSON.

Messrs. Perkins, Bacon & Co.

( 346

)

London,

69, Fleet Street, F.C. :

Dear Sir, Dec. 41I1, 1^179.

We beg to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of yesterday's date to

wliich our Mr. Bacon will reply in the course of a few days, which he is unable to do

at present being detained by the serious illness of his wife.

We arc, &c., &c.,

'Signed] PERKINS, BACON cS; Co.

G. B. Robertson, Esq. per j. il. Lpham.

Inland Revenue.

We have found no further reply to Mr. Robertson's letter of Dec. jrd.J

(347)

Inland Re\enie,

Somerset House, W.C.
;

Gentlemen, December 20, 1879.

1 am directed by the Board of Inland Revenue to inform you that the

specimens of the new Jd., i^d. and 2d. Postage Stamps recently furnished by you

have been submitted to the Postmaster-General, and are not considered by his Lord-

ship to be satisfactory, an opinion in which the Board feel bound to express their

concurrence.

Lord John Manners thinks it essential that the three stamps in question should

be in every respect equal to the new id. stamp which has received appro\-al ; and

I am, in these circumstances, to call upon you forthwith to state whether you are
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prepared to furnish surface-printed stamps of |d. , ikl. and 2d. of the style of the

new id. stamp, and, if so, how soon, and at what prices :—the halfpenny stamp to

hv (if the same size as tlie penny one.

I am, &c., &c.,

[Signed! FRED. B. GARXETT,

Secretary.

Mi-ssKs. Perkins, B.vcnx & Co.

(348)

69, Fleet Street ;

Dec. 27, 1879.

Sir,

We have the honor to acknowledge receipt of letter from the Honble. Commrs.

of Inland Revenue dated 20tli inst., informing us that our Specimens of color sub-

mitted for the |d., ikl. and 2d. Postage Stamps, were not considered satisfactory and

asking whether we were prepared to furnish Surface Printed Stamps of those denom-

inations similar to the design for the id. Stamp which has been approved, and if so

in \shat time and at what price we should be prepared to do so.

In reply we beg to express our regret that our Specimens of color are not

acceptable, ^^'e have never been authorised to submit specimens of other designs

in copper-plate and have reason to suppose that some designs which we did prepare

shewing lighter patterns and different devices, were never submitted to the Post-

master-General, if indeed they were presented to your Honble. Board—but with

reference to the colors we may be permitted to say that it would be impossible to

match in copper-plate, colors which were printed from Surface blocks, owing to the

different amount of color used in the respective processes.

In reply to the questions contained in the letter of your Honble. Board, we beg

to state that we are prepared to furnish Surface Printed stamps of the denominations

required at the price of 2|d. per 1,000 stamps, although the profit on the manufacture

in a separate department of such a diminished number of stamps will be very small.

As to the time in which we should be prepared to deliver the new stamps it is very

difficult to fix a precise date. In addition to the time which we must necessarilj'

occupy in preparing a new set of Plates and getting the necessary new machinerj' to

work we cannot possibly estimate the delay whicli may occur in the approving of our

designs and colors, but wc could undertake to deliver the new stamps in two months

from the approval of our designs, and we would use every exertion to complete our

preparations in a shorter period.

We trust that after the many years during which wc have had the honor to

furnish Postage Stamps to your Honble. Board, this offer will not be rejected, but

tliat we shall be directed to furnish designs on which a contract may be concluded

and which we would do at an early date.

We have the honor, &c., &c.,

[Signed] PERKINS, B.VCOX & Co.

The Secret.-\rv,

Inland Revenue, Somerset House.
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(349)

Inland Rf.vkni'e,

SoMKKSKT House, W.C. ;

GkntI-F.mkn, January 7, 1880.

Having laid before th(> Board of Inland Rr\cniic your lurtlicr Irttcr of

tlie 27th ultimo, 1 am tf) aequaint yon that tlu-rt' are no {^rounds \vliate\-er for yoiu'

suj)position that some of the designs whieh you formerly for\vardi-d to this Oflie*-

wen' not ])ri'sented to the Board. Every such design has been fully considered by

the Board, and if some of them have not been forwarded to the Postmaster-General

it was sinij)ly because the Board could not reconnnend them for adoption.

The conclusion at which the Board ha\e now arri\-ed in this matter is to invite

designs for the surface-printed Postage Stamps of .|d., ikl. and 2d. sinniltaneously

from yourselves and from Messrs. T. l)e La Kue and Co., with a view to their being

submitted to the Postmaster-General.

The designs should be accompanied by specimens of the fugitive j)rinting iid<s

intended to lie employed with a tender as to the rates at which they can be ])roduced

and nmst be forwarded to this office within one month from the datr nf this letter.

[ am, iSrc., &c..

Signed FRED. B. GARNETT.
Messrs. Perkins, Bacon & Co.

( 350 )

Controller of Stamps & Stores Dept.,

Inland Revenue,

Somerset House, W.C.
;

Dear Sir, 24 Jany., 1880.

I have spoken to Mr. Cousins about the |d. and his reply is that he

thinks the present class of stamps will be required for the next three months. But

I did not understand that he gave any pledge on the subject.

Yours, &c., cS:c.,

P. Bacon, Esq. [Signed] T. A. COLLS.

(351)

69, Fleet Street ;

Sir, Feb. 7, 1880.

We have the honor to submit herewith designs for Surface-printed Postage

Stamps of the denominations of Jd., i|d. and 2d. There are two designs of |d., two

of i|d. and four of 2d., but if the design adopted for any one denomination should be

considered more suitable for another it could easily be changed, or any modification

which might be suggested could be made. The colors used arc those which we were

instructed to prepare for copper-plate stamps some time since, but which we were

not able to match in that style of engraving but as there is some resemblance between

the color of the lid. and that for 2d. we enclose in another envelope impressions of

a browner shade for i|d. stanqis and two shades of a more pink colour fcjr the 2d.
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We were only able to finish the engraving of the last of these designs two daj's

since and have been much hindered as to the colors by the prevalent dark days and

consequently they are barely dry and may not prove so fugitive as they may be made,

but if our designs are approved we do not doubt being able to meet tlii' other r. quirc-

nients should time prove them to be defective.

We enclose two specimens of each of the colors suggested in order to shew their

fugitiveness but may remark that the same colors would prn\-c more fugitive if

printed in sheets, than when printed singlj' from a die.

The price at which we are prepared to furnish these stamjis is the same that we

named in our letter of 27th Deer, last, i.e. 2|d. per 1,000 labels.

Trusting to be favored witli ymir coiumands.

W'c li:i\T llic hniior. Ovc. iS:i\,

SiL'ued PERK1^'^, ]'>.\( oX cS: Co.

F H TlVrnett, Esq.

( .',52 )

Inl.and Revexuk,

Somerset House,

London, W.C.
;

Gentlemen, 19th February, 1880.

I am directed by the Board of Inland Revenue to acknowledge the receipt

of you'- letter of the 7th instant, submitting designs with specimens of colour for

surface-printed Postage Stamps of the denomin itions of Jd., i|d. and 2d. whi h you

would be prepired to furnish at the rate of 2|d. psr 1,000 labels.

As you are aware the Bjard had also invited Messrs. Da La Rue & Co. to submit

designs with specimens of colour and a tender for the supply of stamps of these

denominations.

Your designs and specimens of color together with those of Messrs. De La Rue
& Co. have undergone careful examination and testing by the Board's Chemical and

Practical Officers with the result of shewing that your colors are less fugitive than

those of Messrs. De La Rue especially as regards the shades of browTi and green ;

while as regards prices Messrs. De La Rue offer to pro\-ide stamps of a character

completely meeting the requirements of the Post OiTice at a lower rate of charge and

with the offer of contingent advantages by which the cost of manufacture would be

reduced to a material extent.

Under these circumstances the Board hvl bound to accept the Tender of Messrs.

De La Rue & Co.

In announcing to you this decision I should not give effect to the wishes of the

Board if I failed to convey to you their sense of the faithful services your Firm has

rendered to this Department in past years and their appreciation of the endeavours

you have made to meet the increasing requirements of the Public service in this

Department.

I am, &c., &c.,

Signed^ FRED. B. (i.VRXETT.

Messrs. Perkins, B.^con & Co.
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i 353

)

69, Fleet Street
;

Sir. Feb. 24. 1880.

\\V lia\f till' honor to acknowledge the letter of tlic Honblo. Coninirs. of Inland

Rovennc of the igth inst.

We beg to thank the Honble. Commrs. for the terms of the conelnding paragiapli

of the letter and lia\'e the honor to subscribe ourselves.

Resi)(>ct fully. &c., &c.,

Signed] PERKINS, BACON & Co.

F. P.. G.\Rxr.TT, Esq.

( 354 )

09, Fleet Street
;

Sir, April 10. 1880.

We have recei\'ed instructions from Mr. Robertson to destroy the dies and

rollers used in the preparation of the id. Postage Stamps (the Steel plates having

already been defaced), but before doing so we wish to ask the permission of the Honble.

Conimrs. tf> retain a steel impression of the profile of Her Majesty which was the

foundation of the Postage Stamp. We could erase from the die all the writing and

engine-turned background, so as to make it useless for the production of a postage

stamp, but the profile itself, is a fine work of art, and might be utilised in our business

for other purposes, and it appears a great pity that it should be destroyed.

Wc haw the honour, &c., &c.,

[Signed] PERKINS. PAfON ."v Co.

F. Garxett, Esq.

( 355 )

Inland Revenue,

Somerset House, London, W.C. ;

Gentlemen, 14th May, 1880.

Having laid before the Board j^our letter of the loih ultimo, I am to

acquaint jou tliat they do not feel at liberty to accede to your reques; to be allowed

to retain in your possessi(.-n a steel impression of the Queen's Head which was used in

the preparation of the penny Postage Stamps.

You appear to be under a misapprehension in supposin,' that it has b en decided

to destroj' the original die, as the Board understand that the Controller of their

St.inping De])artment has merely requested yon to send the Dies, &c., to this Office

in order that arrangements might be made as to their disposal.

I am, &c., &c.,

[Signed, FRED. B. GARNETf.
Messrs. Perkins. Bacon & Co.
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{ 35^'

)

(>(). Fleet Street :

Sir. May 15, 1-80.

\\r beg to acknowledge receipt of j-our favor of 141)1 instant, and regret to

learn that the Honble. Connms. decline to allow us to retain a steel impression of the

portrait of Her Majesty used originally in the preparation of the penny Postage

Stamps.

With reference to the second paragraph in your favor—the only communication

we liave received on the subject of the Dies was a verbal message through your Officer

that they were to be sent to Somerset House to be defaced.

If it is only intended that they or any part of them should be deposited in one of

the safes of the Honble. Conimrs. under two locks, the keys of one of whicli shall be

in our possession, as has hitherto been the case with the reserve Dies and Plates, we
can of course have no objection to such a course, but if it is intended that the custody

of them shall be absolutely given up. we could not consent, as they are our property.

We have the honor, &c., &c.,

F. B. Garnett. E-q. [Signed] PERKINS, BACON & Co.

( 357 )

Inland Revenue.

Somerset House. London, W.C. ;

Gentlemen, 4th June, 1880.

Having submitted to the Board of Inland Revenue your further letter

of the I5tli ultimo, I am directed to acquaint you that they will not object to the Dies,

&c., which were formerly used in the preparation of the Penny Postage Stamps being

deposited in the custody of the Controller of Stamping under two locks, the keys of

one lock to be in your possession as has been the case with regard to the reserve dies

and ])lati'S

I am, &c., &c.,

[Signed] FRED. B. GARNETT.
Messrs. Perkins, Bacon & Co.

(358)

Stamping Department,

Inland Revenue,

Somerset House, W.C. ;

Gentlemen, 19 Oct., 1880.

I shall be glad if you can m.nke arrangements for the defacement of the

Postage dies, rollrrs and plates at Messrs. Dewsnaps on Thursday next at 11 a.m.

Phase let me know whether this can be done or not.

Mr. H. Lloyd will attend at Fleet Street at 9 a.m. on that day to open

the safes. &c.

Yours, &c., &c.,

[Signed] GEO. B. ROBERTSON.
Messrs. Pikkins B.acon cS: Co.
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(359)

Stamping Department,

Inland Revenue.

Somerset House, W.C. ;

2otli Oct., 1880.

My Dear Sir,

If convenient to you I will arrange to send Mr. Lloj'd at 10 o/c on

Friday next, to remove those plates, etc., which are to be brouglit here, and on Tuesday

next at 10 o/c an officer shall be sent to Fleet Street to remove those that arc to

be destroyed on the premises of Messrs. Dewsnap.

I have also arranged for the officer of the Cancel Office to attend at Messrs.

Dewsnap's at 11 o c on Tuesday next.

I am, &c., &c..

[Signed] GEO. B. ROBERTSON.

J. P. Bacon, Esq.

( 360 )

London,

69, Fleet St., E.C. ;

Oct. 20th, i8Sa.

Dear Sir,

We are in receipt of your favors of the 19th and 20th inst., and the

dates mentioned therein shall be attended to.

We are, &c., &c..

[Signed] PERKINS, BACON & Co.

Per J. H. Upham,

G. B. Robertson, E^q.

Inland Revenue,

Somerset House.

(361)

London,

69, Fleet St., E.C. ;

Oct. 2oth, 1880.

Gentlemen,

Will you kindly make arrangements for us to cancel some plates at 11

a.m. on Tuesday next the 26th Inst.

We are, &c., &c.,

[Signed] PERKINS, BACON & Co.

Per. J. H. Upham.

Messrs. Dewsnap & Co.
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(362)

Stamping Department,

Inland Revenue,

Somerset House, W.C.
;

22 Oct. 1880.

My Dear Sir,

The Postage dies which were brought here to-day can be locked in the

Reserve Safe anytime between 10 and 4 o/c you hke to send Mr. Gill with the key.

Yours, &€., &c.,

[Signed] GEO. B. ROBERTSON.
J. P. B.\CON, Esq.

( 363

)

London ;

Oct. 26th, 1880.

Gentlemen,

In replj' to your enquiry we write to say that we wish the plates you have

tamed off this morning to be finished as has been your usual custom when dealing

with our plates.

We are, &c., &c.,

[Signed] PERKINS, BACON & Co.

Per J. H. Upham.
Messrs. Dewsnap & Co.

Sir,

(3fi4)

69, Fleet Street ;

March 5, 1889.

It having come to our knowledge that there is a possibihty of the present

Contract for Postage Stamps and other Stationery being renewed without public

competition, we ask permission as Contractors who for a period of 40 years supplied

the Government with Postage Stamps to urge on your Honorable Board the

desirability of inviting Tenders for the articles in question from Firms willing to

supply the same, that full advantage may be taken of the most improved and

economical methods of production.

We have the honor, &c., &c.,

[Signed] PERKINS, BACON & Co. LIMITED.

Sir Algernon West, K.C.B., &c..

Chairman, Board of Inland Revenue.
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Extracts from the records of Messrs. Perkins, Bacon & Co., Limited, and copies

of otliiT documents coiniected witli tiie watermarked jiaper used for tiie PosT.VGH

Stamps.

(I)

Mr. B;icon presents his compliments to Mr. Cole and begs to say that Mr. Chas.

Brewer, Paper mould maker, lives at Cliiuxh Street, Hackney.

Messrs. A. Brewer & Co., ditto, k), Surrey Place, Old Kent Road, and Mr. John

Marshall, ditto, at Deptford, Kent.

The two latter do a great deal of business.

Mr. Brewer, a brother of the two first above-named and who makes for the Bank

of England only, can be found at the Bank.

69, Fleet Street ;

Dec. 14, 1839.

(2

Rush Mills
;

28 Dec, 1S39.

Messrs. Perkixs. B.\co\ & Pkxcn.

Dear Sirs,

I perceive by the Standard Paper that the Government propose submitting

the supply of the watermark paper for the Penny Postage Stamps to public com-

petition, it may be worth attention and shall be glad to hear from you whenever you

have intimation of it.

Yours, etc., etc.,

[Signed] STAGEY WISE.

(3)

Mr. Bacon presents his respectful compliments to Mr. Hill and he encloses the

two samjiles of j)aper left yesterday afternoon with this observation after Mr. Smith's

—vizt.

—

" TIkmc can be no doubt but this paper will print well enough ij it will take the

gum on the back without showing through.

[Signed] J. B. BACON,

69, Fleet Street,

Feb. 8th, 1840."
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Mr. Bacon would beg to add to tlu- above, tliat llic paper is not a strong one,

whicli, perhaps is of no consequence, but if the strength is not an object and it will

take tlie gum without injury to tile appearance of the stamp, in such case it will be

well adapted to the adhesive stamp.

69, Fleet Street
;

Feb. 8th, 1840.

[The above communication was sent to Mr. Rowland Hill.]

(4)

II. Downing Street ;

Saturday.

Sir, [Feb. 8, 1840].

I sent a piece of paper to you yesterday (made by Mr. Smith) for the purjiose

of (jbtaining your opinion of its fitness for the reception of the jilate which you have

in hand and the gum at the back, also whether in your opinion it is a less expensive

paper than that of which you furnished me with a sample.

I wished to send it to Manchester to have the gum laid on, but as I have not yet

received it from you I shall feel obliged if you will send it by bearer and favor me with

your observations at the same time.

I called last evening but had not the pleasure of meeting with you.

I am, etc., etc.,

[Signed] EDWIN HILL.
— Bacon, Esq.

[This letter is endorsetl " Feby. 1840."]

(5)

69. Fleet Street
;

De.ar Sir, Feby. 8, 1840.

I made a remark upon the sheet of paper which was left here yesterday

(I did not know it was by you) while I was with your brother ; and called at Mr.

Cole's this morning when he said he would take it over for me to DowTiing Street

and it ought to have been delivered some hours back. I have no doubt, however,

but you will have it before you get this note.

The sheet is not strong, but that probably is of no moment, and I fear is too

little sized to take the gum without injury to the engraving in front
;
but if free from

this objection it certainly will print well enough for our purpose and could be made
at a lower price. I now regret I did not go about it to Downing Street myself.

I am, etc., etc.,

[Signed] JOSHUA B. BACON
Edwin Hill, Esq.
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Rush Mills ;

DiiAK Sirs, Feb. lo, 1840.

I ;un much engaged in making specimens of paper with a complex and beautiful

watermark for the envelopes, which I have no fear the machines can imitate, and flatter

myself it must take the attention of the high authorities—it will not be attended

with any more expense than in making plain paper, and after a long conference with

the men this morning they have agreed to make 5 Rms. for a day's work for both

sizes. I will take the earliest opportunity of showing you the specimens of water-

mark and shall be happy to receive any suggestion which you think may be an

improvement.

I am, &c., &c.,

Signed] STACEY WISE.

Messrs. Perkins, Bacon & Fetch.

(7)

II, Downing Street ;

Sir, Feb. 19, 1840.

I send the mould herewith which you kindly undertook to forward to Mr. Wise

with samples of paper for his guidance. Please to enclose the note herewith or send

it by post, as I do not know Mr. Wise's address.

I am, &c., &c.,

[Signed] EDWIN HILL.

J. B. Bacon, Esq.

(8)
London ;

Dear Sir, Feb. ly. 1840.

We have sent you a watermarked mould by directions of Mr. Edwin Hill,

from which we wish you to make several specimen sheets in weight to be

equal to :

—

.I4i

15

I5i

154

151

16

16J and

16J lb large Post size, but of course you must make it as much heavier

in each case as the difference between the size of large Post and the mould sent you.

We also wish two or three variations as to strength of material and sizing of each
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weiglit : t(i have one slicct of each (hyed as soon as possible aiul Miit u]) to us and
tlie remainder to be dryed in the usnal way by tlic f atmosphere ?] and sent u]) with
the mould when ready. Your early and careful attention to this will oblige.

Yours, &c., &c.,

[Signed] PERKINS, BACON & I'ETCH.
Mr. Stagey Wise.

(9)

Rush Mills
;

Dear Sirs, March i, 1840.

Annexed is a copy of a letter received this morning from the Excise Office

wliicli settles thai question. My interview with Mr. Rowland Hill yesterday leads

me to hope I shall have an order for the Crown paper, but probably only a small

quantity at first as an experiment.

I shall be glad to receive any information you may be able to convey.

Yours, &c., &c.,

[Signed] S. WISE.
Messrs. Perkins, Bacon & Petch.

[Enclosure]

Excise Office ;

Sir, Feb. 29, 1S40.

1 am directed by the Commissioners of Excise to acknowledge the receipt

of your Tender for the supply of paper for Post Office covers, etc., and to acquaint

you that the same has not been accepted.

[Signed] F. C. FREELING.
Mr. S. Wise,

Rush Mills.

(10)

London
;

Dear Sir, March 2, 1840.

I have a note from Mr. Hill to-day saying that he wished to see you if iu

tovsTi, since then I have seen him and he has advised Mr. Wood to see you with him

with a view to giving you the Crown paper stnmps to do, if he gets a favorable answer

in time he will write you making an appointment to see them ; his opinion is in

favour of giving you the order, but Mr. Wood may possibly be against it. The Ouei n

has expressed her high approbation of our stamp, but we have no contract yet.

Yours, &c., &c.,

;Signed] J. B. BACON,

Stagey Wise, Esq.
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(II)

[No date. ? Fcby. 2olli-28, 1840].

Sir,

I lia\t' fill' honour to acknowledge receipt of your note of yesterday's date

asking to be furnished with the probable piice per lb at which I could furnisli 500

reams of paper with the Crown watermarks, witli w hich 1 am familiar, each ream

weighing about j3 lb with the pi ice of the moulds included, and in reply I beg to

state that I am willing to furnish 500 Reams of paper as above at the price of thirtecn-

pence three fai things per tb. or 37/9J per ream, watermarked moulds included, and

that after the first quantity named, I would furnish 500 Reams, or any larger

quantity at thirteen pence halfpenny per lb or 37, i| per ream.

I am, &c., &c.,

[Signed] S. WISE.
RowL.AND Hill, Esq.

Treasury.

[The copy of this letter is placed between copies ol letters dated Feb. 8, 1IS40,

and Mar. 9, 1840.]

(12)

London ;

March 17, 1S40.

Dear Sir,

It is quite time the sample sheet with those crowns made its appearance,

or you will be out in your contract, and when you send let us have 4 sheets that we
may judge how it takes the gum, which o])eration we have undertaken to apply to

the stamps much against our wish—it will therefore be important that we should

have them as near the substance and quality that the paper is to be made as possible

—but if you arc not prepared to do this at once let the one sheet to judge of distances

in the mould come up first and the others as soon after as possible, which latter must

be sized.

We believe the order is to send the one sheet to Mr. Hill, in tliat case let us have

a duplicate by the same i)ost.

We are, &c., &c.,

[Signed] J. B. BACON,

for self and partners.

S. Wise, Esq.



APPEXDIX I). 201

(13)

69, Fleet Stkeet ;

Deak Sik, March i«, i«40.

My father will start for Manchester to-morrow morning by the n o'clock

train from Euston Square and will be much obliged if you will send him a sheet of the

stamp paper to meet him at Blisworth ; if you do not send it this way he will have

to wait for it till he comes back, which will be Saturday. From the time you are in

getting this sheet ready my father fears you will be behind time with the paper.

I am, &c., &c.,

S. Wise, Esq. ^Signed] J. P. B.\COX.

(14)
De.\r Sir,

The Crowns must be lowered one eighth of an inch more, the 20 crowns

equally divided up and down the plate : this will leave the eighth of an inch thus

gained to be equally divided between the upper and lower margin. The cross that is

10 9/iotli wide, -dhich is right ALTOGETHER, but the lines and outer edge of the paper

is onlj' three eighths of an inch on each side when they ought to be half an inch each,

thus taking from the two a quarter of an inch. The space for Crowns between the

lines is 9 i3/i6th, when it ought to be 9 9/i6th, thus taking a quarter of an inch

improperly in the centre from the margin.

March 19, 1840.

Mr. S. Wise.

(15)
Rush Mills ;

April 2. 1840.

Dear Sirs.

Will send you a sheet of the Stamp paper on Saturday morning if the

officers will permit it. they have suggested whetlier it ought not to be sent to the

E.xcise Office first—there are three of them alternately in attendance and another is

expected—they place themselves at the vat side and mark down every sheet that is

made and complain much of the heat, cold and damp—they say they nmst tell out

every sheet themselves when it comes to the finishing Bench. I hope to send up 2

Rms. the early part of the week, but I am exceedingly annoyed with the conduct of

the men who had agreed to do a certain quantity of work, say 5 Reams per day
;

altliough the moulds are of less dimensions than they agreed to—they will only now
do 4 Reams per day.

The officers put the moulds under Government locks every meal time and night.

Yours, &c., &c..

Messrs. Perkins, Bacon & Fetch. [Signed] S. WISE.
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(lb)

Rush Mills
;

Dear Sirs, 6 April. 1840.

lly lallicr purposes being in Town to-morrow taking with him
2 Reams of the Crown paper and will call Wednesday morning early.

I remain. &c.. &c..

For my father.

Signed] STACEY WISE, Junr.

Messrs. Perkins, Bacon & Fetch.

(17)

London ;

Dear Sir. April 14, 1840.

Mr. Edwin Hill wishes that the old moulds should be sent up to him
directed to the Stamp Office as was previously arranged they should be, and j^ou will

please to do so without any loss of time. We have not yet received your monthly

account for March.

We are. &c., &c..

Signed] PERKINS. BACON & PETCH.

\\'e find tile time taken in cutting the Postage paper quite impossible to be

endured. Can you not make a strong watermark the size of a pin's head at the top

and bottom of each of the centre divisions, so as to guide us in cutting the sheets. It

will be very simple to do it, and enable us to cut much faster, indeed at present it

employs one person's whole time to cut the sheets.

Stacey Wise, Esq.

(18)

Rush Mills ;

Dear Sir, April 15, 1840.

In reply to yours this morning I have sent the old moulds to Mr. Ivlwin

Hill by Worstcr & Co's boats this day. together with 4 Reams of Crowii paper to the

Stamp Office. I can easily put (I suppose you mean a watermark dot like this o —
and not a line) at the top and bottom of each of the centre divisions

Yours, &c., &c..

Signed: STACEY WISE.

Messrs. Perkins, Bacon & Petch.
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(19)

To THE HONBLE. THE CHAIKMAN

OF THE Commissioners of Stamps & Taxes.

:
? April 13, 1S40.J

HoNBLE. Sir.

W'c find the cutting of the paper for tlit- Adhesive Stamps into three

pieces is now—for want of a guide, a very long and laborious undertaking, and which

may be greatly reduced by simply having four watermarks placed in the mould about

twice the size of an ordinary pin's head, one at the top and one at the bottom of the

mould where the mill sheet is to be cut into three pieces or label sheets, and of course

exactly halfway between the outer lines which divide one label sheet from the other,

these pinholes will enable us to place the sheets accurately upon a frame and cut a

hundred sheets at a time instead of doing them singly as we arc now obliged to do.

If your honor will have the kindness to procure from the Excise permission for Mr.

Wise to place these holes upon the mould, we will engage that he will willingly do it

and that no expense or delay will be occasioned thereby.

We are, &c., &c..

Signed PERKINS BACON A: PETCH.

(20)

London
;

April K), iS-jo

Dear Sir,

We very much regret your sending the 4 reams of Postage Paper yesterday

by boat as we shall be standing still for it to-morrow night, and nmst throw the

responsibility of it upon the Stamp Office. The 4 reams will only last us until Wednes-

day next and we shall use 8 reams of three sheets each per week if we get them and if

we do not, the fault will not be with us. We are at work night and day and nmst

continue so for 20 days to come.

You arc right about our wanting a dot at the top and bottom of each of tho

centres of the sheet between the lines which divide the sheets antl the Excise will

write authorizing you to do so. Your paper is not well pressed and is horrible in

roughness more so than any I ever received from Rush Mills, can you not alter it ?

It might be a little less sized than it is, but not much.

You IS, &c.. &c..

Signed PERKINS BACON & PETCll.

S. Wise, Esq.
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(21)

London
;

Deak Sik, April iX. 1X40.

Jlr. Bacon desires 111c to iiilonii you lliat we arc to the present inoiiieiit

without the paper forwarded by you on tlie 15th, c o Worster & Co., nor has it

arrived at tlie Stamp Office ; this is very annoying for after working night and day.

inchiding (iood Friday, we iun'c not iiad a sheet to use since 12 o'clock this morning.

Begging your immediate attention.

We remain. &c., &c.,

[Signed] For PERKINS, BACON & PETCH

James Brady.

Stacey Wise, Esq.

(22)

Saty., 4 o'clock.

Dear Sik, fAi)ril 18, 1840.]

1 liave just left the Stamp Office and no paper has arrived. We iiave

been waiting since 12 o'clock and you can therefore see the plates locked up as soon

as you please and it is needless to unlock them until 9 o'clock on Monday morning.

Yours, (.S:c., &c.,

[Signed] J. B. Bacon.

E. lllLL, Esq.

(23)
Rush Mills

;

Dear Sirs, April iS, 1840.

In compliance with your recjuest have intioduced the dots, a sheet of

which will send you, but must be returned, and should you require anything more it

shall be attended to immediately. I ha\e called on Worster & Co. here who can-

not account for the delay in the deli\ery of the 4 rms. Crown paper, as there was

ample time to have sent it in on Satuiday. With regard to the roughness of the

paper it is easilj' accounted for owing to the hurried manner in which we have been

oliliged to finish it, but trust what you receive for future will please. On Wednesday

next shall send 3 rms. more by van which will be delivered Thursday morning and a

further quantity (about 8 or 10 rms.) on Saturday ne.xt.

I remain, &c., &c..

For mj' father,

[Signed] STACEY WISE, Jun.

Messrs. Perkins, Bacon & Petch.
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(24)

London ;

April 28. 1840.

Dkak Sik,

Ton ronms moro of Postage paper has just arrived, so that we are safe for S or 9

days. W'l- trust it is made of a very strong material and but little sized, or. at any

rate, hilt littlr alum in the size and no grease on any aecount.

Yours, &c., &.C.,

[Signed, PERKIXS. BACON & FETCH.

S. Wise, Esq.

(25)

London
;

May 2, 1840.

Dear Sir,

We received 10 reams more paper from the Stamp Office yesterday, and

among it are several reams which must be rejected, as it has come up from the uiill,

the centre divisions very badly creased lengthways, and the outer ones crossways,

this creasing prevents our printing it without spoiling. The Commissioners have

required us to write you. to write them (they having called to-day and seen some in

the counting house), and to throw aside every ream in which we find any such imper-

fections. It seems singular there should be so many blemishes in this paper of a

character which has not previously occurred at your mill, or any other as far as our

experience goes.

We are, &c., &c.,

[Signed] PERKINS, BACON & FETCH.

S. Wise. Esq.

26)

Rush Mills
;

May 9, 1840.

Dear Sirs.

The Supervisor has received a letter from the Board of Excise respecting

the wrinkle in the Postage Label Stamp paper and wishing to know how it was

occasioned. The sheets ought not to have been sent. I particularly noticed them
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when the paper was sorted and gave strict orders they should be thrown out, but by

some means they have been sent accidc ntally and unknown to ine till Mr. C. Wise

brought me word down. 1 trust you will only find it partially so in each ream.

I remain, &c., &c.,

For my father,

[Signed] STAGEY WISE, jmi

Messrs. Perkins, Bacon & Fetch.

(27)
London ;

-

De.\r Sir, May 16, 1840.

Stacejf astonished me by saj'ing that you have 20 reams Postage paper

at the mill waiting to come off, but it is stopped for want of an order—and I have

just left the Chairman and Secretary of Stamps and Taxes, who say they notified the

Excise on the 13th inst., that they wanted paper and they beg me to request you will

send off some by Railway immediately or we shall be stopped again. We arc working

night and day by express orders, and if stopped for paper again the consequences will

be serious as we cannot supply the public faster than they call for them.

Yours, &c., &c.,

S. Wise, Esq. [Signed] J. B. Bacon.

(28)

Rush Mills ;

Dear Sirs. May 17, 1840.

In reply to your favor this morning I fear you will suffer some interrup-

tion and annoyance not receiving supply of the Stamp paper owing to an

error of the Excise, who have sent an order to the Supervisor to take a receipt

from me for 38 rms. instead of 28 rms. which I had ready yesterday to

forward to you, but he refused to let me send them without further communication

from the Board. I read to him the two enclosed letters and he was satisfied the error

was on their part. The Supervisor has written to the Board of Excise and concludes

there will be answer on Tuesday morning, but Stacey had better call on the Solicitor

or Chairman to prevent any further delay and say how many reams must be sent by

the van on Tuesday until the remainder would be delivered on Friday or Saturday

next. I have dipped several sheets and am convinced the apparent unsoundness of

the paper at the S.H. arises from the stuff being crushed from the pressure of the

plates in rolling, which must be discontinued.

Yours, &c., &c.,

[Signed] S. WISE.

Perhaps Stacey had better take the enclosed letters to the Board of E.xcise, as

he could obtain at once their order to be allowed to cut off the damaged sheets.

Messrs. Perkins, B.-^con & Fetch.
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(Copy of letters to and from the Commissioners of Stamps & Taxes.)

Rush Mills
;

Gentlemen, May 12, 1840.

I beg to acquaint you that 1 have eighteen reams of Crown watermark

jiaper for the Postage Label Stamps ready, which await the order from the Board of

Excise, as also beg to refer you to my letter of the 2nd inst., wherein I stated ten reams

were ready and awaited the order, which as yet has not been sent down.

I also request the order to be allowed to cut the damaged sheets as they are made

from the mould, that I may throw out the divisions that are bad from the good as

several sheets are only spoilt in one division, the other two being perfect.

[Signed] S. WISE.

Stamps .vnd Taxes,

London
;

Gentlemen, May 13. 1840.

I have laid before the Board your letter of the 12th instant, and I am
directed to acquaint you that they have applied to the Commissioners of Excise for

an order for the delivery of the 18 reams of paper therein mentioned and also for an

order to deliver the 10 reams referred to in your letter of the 2nd inst.

In reference to your objections with regard to damaged sheets only spoiling one

division of the paper as it comes from the mould leaving the remainder perfect, I have

to observe that the Board have no objection to receive some of the paper in double or

single reams, instead of treble, if it be not objected to by the Board of Excise.

It will, however, be necessary for you to apply to that_ Board for the necessary

autliority in this respect.

I am, &c.. &c.,

[Signed] THOMAS KEOGH,

Messrs. Wyse {sic), Asst. Secy.

Rush Mills,

Northampton.

(29)

London ;

May 19, 1840.

Dear Sir,

I am sorry to say that as we get towards the close of the last 10 reams

Postage paper it spots in gumming very badly and Stacey has seen several sheets

which were size stained. This nnist be avoided.

Yours, &c., &c.,

[Signed] J. R. BACON.

S. Wise. Esq. p.t.o.
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P.S.—The paper has been received to-day for Postages, and our night men have

not enough to supply them, and the day men will be off until it comes, and which

cannot now be before ii o'clock to-morrow. The logic by which a man refuses to

deliver 28 reams of pajier because the order is for 38 reams is bryinul my lom-

prehension.

(30)
Rush Mills ;

Dear Sirs, May 19, 1840.

I have sent by the 12 o'c. train this morning 4 Rms. stamp paper directed

to Mr. Allen, Storekeeper, Somerset House, and to-morrow will send by Worster &
Co.'s boats 24 Rms. more and a further quantity on Saturday next.

Yours, ivc., &c.,

[Signed] S. WISE.
Messrs. Perkins, B.\con' & Petcii.

(31)

London. No. 69, Fleet Street
;

Dear Sir, May 20, 1840.

We have received the four reams of stamj) jiajier advised in yours of

yesterday's date. We find tiiat the 24 reams coming by boat will not arrive till

Saturday and as the above 4 will not be sufficient for us will you send 2 or 3 reams

of tJic lot you intend for [word illegible here] by Railway immediately otherwise we

shall be at a standstill again.

Yours, &c., &c.,

S. Wise, Esq.

[Signed] PERKINS, BACON & PETCII.

(32)
Rush Mills ;

Dear Sirs, May 20, 1840.

I hope you have received the 4 Rms. Stamp paper early this morning, the

remaining 24 Rms. are forwarded by Worster & Co.'s boat this day and I expect to

deliver the whole of the order, viz., 133 Rms. by Saturday week, it was very vexatious

the SujH'rvisor would not allow it to be sent before, as it was evidently the error of

the ICxcise and subjected me to additional expense.

Yours, &c., &c.,

[Signed] S. WISE.
Messrs. Perkins, Bacon & Petch.
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(33)

69, Fleet Street
;

Sir, 2ist May, 1840.

Wc beg to inform you that our night men had not a sufficient supply of Postage

pajMT to carry them through the night of Tuesday last and that the day men lost

nearly half the day yesterday from want of paper—that 4 reams sent by Railway were

received yesterday, but that unless more arrives to-morrow morning wi' shall he at a

stand still again, as we have been obliged to give out every sheet in order to keep

the night men at work to-night. 24 reams wc understand left yesterday per Boat,

making 28 reams sent this week, but as these are not likely to be deliveri'd until to-

morrow night or Saturday morning, we wrote yesterday requesting that a part of 10

reams which we believe will also be ready on Saturday might be forwarded to-day

by Railway to keep us at work. These delays for paper are sad hindrances to us.

We are, &c., &c.,

[Signed] PERKINS, BACON & PETCH.
Charles Pressly, Esq.

(34)
S. & T. ;

Gentm., May 21, 1840.

Please to inform me if you have received the supply of paper you expected,

or how the matter stands, as Mr. Pressly is anxious upon the subject.

Yours, &c., &c.,

[Signed] EDWIN HILL.

Messrs. Perkins, B.^con tS: Co.

(35)
Rush Mills

;

Dear Sirs, Jnne i, 1840.

P.S.—Eighteen reams of Crown paper were sent on Saturday and fifty

UKjre are ready for Wednesday next, which nearly completes the whole of it.

[Letter from Stacey Wise, Jun., to Messrs. Perkins, Bacon & Petch.]

( .5'' )

09, Fleet Street
;

Sir, _'.|th June, 1840.

We trust we shall be excused for informing you that wc have now been at

W(jrk printing the Postage labels but ten weeks and have used 80 reams of paper.

We understand the whole quantity ordered and made is only 133 reams, if, therefore,

N
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the demand upon us continues to he what it is at present, the paper now made will

be printed in five weeks from this date. With these facts in view you will be able to

judge whether it is not advisable to engage a fresh supply without loss of time, as it

will take three or four weeks after an order is given to make and deliver anv quantity

fit for use.

We haw, &c., &c.,

[Signed] PERKINS, BACON & FETCH.
Charles Pressly, Esq.,

Secretary,

Stamps and Taxes.

(37)

1840.

June 26t]i. Reed, from I^Ir. Hill i ream 549 paper 28 lbs.

I .. 599 •• 24 „

I ,, 549 ,, 26 ,,

1697

The above paper was reed, from Mr. Hill for experimcnt.il Printing.

1840. Printed by

June 26 Cockbill 150

29 do 300

450 Printed and spoilt in wetting,

and returned Mr. Hill with the rest of the paper.

[Extract from end of account book of Perkins, Bacon & Petch, lettered :
" General

Account of Postage labels 1840."]

(3«)

II, Downing Street
;

30 June, 1840.

Gentlemen,

Mr. Stacej' Wise having misinformed me respecting the number of sample

crown sheets which he delivered to you I shall feel obliged by your substituting the

enclosed for my letter of the 25th. on this subject.

I am, &c., &c.,

[Signed] ROWLAND HILL.

Messrs. Perkins, Bacon & Co.



APPENDIX D. 211

(39)
II, Downing Street

;

Gentlemen, 30 June, 1840.

Please to receive from Mr. Stacey Wise, 3 Ream^ containing 1607 sheets

of sam])k- down pajxT and print it in sucli manner as Mr. Edwin Hill may direct.

I am, &c., cVc,

[Signed] ROWLAND HILL.

These Reams are of small sheets, one third the size of those hitherto supplied,

and they weigh respectively 9 13 lbs, 8 23 lbs. and 8 lbs.

Messrs. Perkins. Bacon c& Co.

40)

69, Fleet Street ;

Sir, 2nd July, 1840.

You have been already- informed, both verbally b}- us, and by seeing the results,

that the 24lbs. and 261bs. Postage Stamp paper will not answer. We have now printed

300 sheets of that which weighs 281bs. to the ream and gummed 100 sheets thereof,

and the result is that 14 sheets are good, 27 useless and 59 of a doubtful character, and

in nearly one half the spoilage is occasioned by the gum shewing through the sheet.

We have to report that all this paper is less sized than it ought to be, and that none

has been made of 3olbs. weight, but what has been done has verj? much confirmed the

opinion already e.xpresscd by our Mr. Bacon, that thirty pounds p. ream or lolbs. p.

ream of 240 labels, and the strength of paper and sizing employed in the bulk of the

paper now in use is that w'hich will be found best calculated to secure all the objects

which it is desirable U: attain, and we should recommend the new' contract to be so

made. We have sent all th? pap?r received from you and enclose a statement of the

same, which you will oblige us by acknowledging.

We have, &c., &c.,

Rowland Hill, Esq. [Signed] PERKINS, BACON & FETCH.

Statement.
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(41)

Treasury
;

Gentlemen, July 4th, 1840.

I have to acknowledge the receipt of 1697 sheets of paper for Postage

Stamps, being the quantity which Mr. Wise delivered to you by my directions.

I will thank you to inform the Board of Stamps of the quantity which you iiavc

printed out of the above number of sheets, and to state that it forms no j^art of wiiat

you have received Warrants to print, and therefore, does not enter into your account

with the Comiurs. of Stamps.

I enclose 24 of the Penny Labels, cut from one of the 14 sheets, which you con-

sidered good, in order that you may try their adhesiveness. To me the labels appear

to lia\-e been improved in this respect by the reduction in the thickness of the paper,

but I shall be glad to have your opinion on the subject. I have also enclosed 24

from the paper weighing 261bs, and the same number from that weighing 24 lbs. to the

Ream all are obliterated.

The further supplies of paper will be .)f the weight you recommend, viz., lolbs. to

the Ream of sheets of the reduced size. With regard to the qiiantity of size it is

desirable that you should eouuuunieate direct with !Mr. Wise, the Contractor.

I am, tSic, &c.,

[Signed] ROWLAND HILL.

Messrs. Perkins, Bacox & Co.

(42)

Dear Sir, July 4th, [1840.]

With my official letter I write this to request a careful trial of the 241b.

paper. It appears to me that the labels printed from it stick much better than any

others and if I recollect rightly you did not find that the gum struck through this

paper so readily as through some that was thicker, which would appear to shew that

the protection arises from some other cause, perhaps higher sizing.

Yours, &c., &c.,

[Signed] ROWLAND HILL.

J. B. Bacon, Esq.

[This letter is endorsed " received July 4th, 1840."]

( 43 )

II, Downing Street ;

Dear Sir, 4 July, [1840.]

I am directed by Mr. Hill to call your attention to the enclosed statement

which you sent with the experimental paper. After carefully counting each lot the

result is, that the correction stated in pencil in the margin will require to be made.

If you wish any of your people to come and check it, Mr. Hill will retain them in his
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possession a little longer, but if you arc satisfiid witli tlio result of our counting

perhaps you will be good enough to make the necessary alteration and return it

iinniediately, in order that \\v may send the whole to the Stamp Office to-day.

I am, &c., &c.,

[Signed] JNO. LEDINGHAM.

^Tliis letter was sent to Mr. J. B. Bacon and is endorsed " received 4th July,

1S40."]

(44)

II, DOWNI.NG Sthket
;

JIy De.^k Sir, July 6, 40.

Perhaps you will be good enough to adjust the enclosed, and return it

by our Messenger, as the Stamps cannot be sent to Somerset House until we have the

statement corrected.

[J. B. B.\cox, Esq.]

Yours, &c., &c.

[Signed] JNO. LEDINGHAM.

(45)

69, Fleet Street
;

Dear Sir, July 6, 1840.

I return you a statement made (lul as you wish, but that before sent was

the one which a Printer would actually make, vizt. , all the sheets which had been given

out to be printed were calculated as printetl, although some of them being spoilt in

wetting the men returned them back without any attempt to print them. You have

made the " Printed not gunmied being 17 of each or 51," and we have so stated them,

but in reality nearly all the 24 which were spoilt and not printed in our first state-

ment were the 24 lb. paper, so that nearly all the 51 were 2() lb and 28 lb. paper, and

very few were 24 lb. weight. W'e ha\e followed your course as it does not effect

the general statement.

I am, &c.. (S:c.,

[Signed] J. B. BACON,

for self and partners.

Mr. Jno. Ledinghaxi.

(4f')

Charles Pressly, Esq.

69, Fleet Street ;

Sir, 6th July. 1S40.

We have the honor of annexing a statement of lOg; sheets of E.xperimental

paper received by us from the Treasury, some of which has been printed from the
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Postage Plates, and to add that all this paper has been returned to the Treasury,

and that we do not look to youi' llouble. lioard for the expense of Printinj:; or any

other expense connected therewith.

We have. &c., &c..

[Signed] PERKINS ]5.\("()N .S: PETCH.

Statement of Postage paper to 4th July, iiS4o inclusive, sent Mr. Alien, Stamp Office.

Received id. public. 21I. public. id. official.

130 500

101,510
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distinct from tlic l,i-,t, \\lii< h liiis reference to the supply of unglazed paper. And
furllRT, coiikl you in tlie course of a few months undertake the manufacture of the

han<l-made crown marked paper used for I,aljels ? When I first spoke to you on the

subject, f understood that it would n(^t be convenient for you to do so, but as I am
desirous of making the arrauj^ement, if ])racticabh', with a view of reducing the cost

(jf I'lxcise-superintendence, I should be gUid to know if your views on this subject

have undergone any cliange.

I remain, &c., &c.,

[Signed] ROWLAND HILL.

J. Dickinson, Esq.

P.S.—An early answer, especially to the first question, will obHge.

[This letter is reproduced from "Stanley Gibbons' Monthly Journal." Vol. XVIL
10)06-07. Page 163.]

(49)
II, Downing Street

;

Deak Sir, Feb. 27, 1841.

The sample of Label paper just received appears to be very superior to

any which I have before seen, and I am glad to find that you can make so great a

reduction in the price. Can you let me have two or three sheets steeped in gelatine

in the way you described ? I find that we can allow you a week or so for any experi-

ments you may desire to make with regard to label paper—further enquiry shows

the stock in hand to be larger than it was supposed to be when I wrote last.

I remain, &c., &c.,

[Signed] ROWLAND HILL.

J. Dickinson, Esq.

(Duplicate sent to Old Bailey.)

[The original letter is now in the Royal Collection]

(50)
II, Downing Street :

Dear Sir, March 6 41.

Will you have the goodness to print the enclosed specimens of new paper

made by Dickinson witli one of your trial plates and to give me your opinion as to the

quality of the paper for the purpose of Labels ?

The paper has been impregnated with gelatine (to fix the threads) under the

receiver of an air inimp which is the cause of its being sent in such small pieces.

Yours, &c., &c.,

[Signed] ROWLAND HILL.

P.S.—In order to try the paper fully please to gum it.

J. B. Bacon, Esq.
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{ 51 )

69, Fleet Street
;

March 9, i«4i.

Dear Sir,

I beg to acknowledge your favour of the 6th instant, enclosing five small

pieces of jxiper which we have printed, three of them in pink, and two in blue ink.

and gummed tlie backs of the whole of them, and which I have now the pleasure of

returning herein. The very small pieces sent renders it impossible to give any opinion

which could be depended upon as to its printing or gumming qualities, but with this

verj' necessary reservation I should say that as far as the imperfect experiment has

been tried, the paper appears to stand the gum very well, but not to print quite as

well as the paper now in use. We ought to have at least six or eight sheets of paper

to enable me to give an opinion of any value.

I am, &c., &.C.,

[Signed] JOSHUA B. BACON.
RowL.VND Hill, Esq.

( 52 )

II, DowxiNT, Street;

March 2j 1S41.

De.xr Sir.

I have the pleasure to enclose specimens of jour new label paper (wliich

have been printed), together with a copy of Mr. Bacon's letter thereon. Can you,

without much trouble, supply the 6 or 8 sheds of paper which he desires to have ?

Yours, &c., &c.,

[Signed] ROWLAND HILL.

J. Dickinson, Esq.

[The copy of the letter enclosed was that of March c^tli, 1841. The original letter

and the copy enclosed are now in the Royal Collection.]

(53)
Nash Mill

;

April 3 1 84 1.

Dear Sir,

I am sorry not be able to send you a sample of paper with threads in it,

adapted for labels, but I liave no doubt of being able to furnish you one in the course

of the present week, sized in such a way as to make the threads adhere strongly, with-

out the printing quality being impaired by the process.

Very sincerely yours,

[Signed] JOHN DICKINSON.
To Rowland Hill, Esq.



APPENDIX D. 217

(3-1)

Nash JIili.
;

Dear Sir. lotli April, i«4r.

I send liL-ruwilh 15 slirrts nt tub >i/A(l paper, which pi-rliaps you will allow

Messrs. Bacon & Co. to try the i)riiitin,t< of, Imt am rather disaj)poiiitccl in the paper

myself by its turning (jut n'>t so strongly sized as I intended it should b',—-In making

the paper in any quantity we could adjust tiiis process with mort' accuracy, and I am
convinced that the paper would bear being harder sized than this specimen without

detriment to its printing ([uaHty.

I remain, &c., &c..

[Signed] JOHN DICKINSON.

To Rowland Hill, Esq.

( 5.5 )

6q, Fleet Street
;

Dear Sir, May ist, 18 ji.

I beg to acknowledge your favour of the 15th ullo., accompanied by copy

of a letter from Mr. Dickinson and ci!;hl sheets paper which have been printed from

the Penny Postage plate and arc now returned you, 6 of them gummed and 2 not

gunnned. My opinion is that the Paper prints very well and better than that wa

generally use ; that the threads (though they may be seen through the heads by a

close examination) will not be generally perceived by the eye, provided the paper is

no thinner than the sheets sent us ; and that the colour of the paper is very good.

I have fears that it is not strong enough for the gunnning process, but believe that a

rather stronger pulp or rather stronger size in finishing would make it all that is

requisite for the purpose wanted.

I am, &c., &c.,

[Signed]
J.

B. BACON,
Rowland Hill, Esq.

(56)

69 Fleet Street
;

Dear Sir, Aug. 23 1841.

Although we mentioned to you verbally some days back that the last

Postage Paper received from Mr.Wise was not satisfactory, still we did not feel justified

in making any official report until svifticiint time had elapseil to give it a fair trial.

We have now gunnned eleven daj^s printing and the three last days are about as bad

as any three days previous work and the average loss by gunnning during the whole

eleven days is more than fourteen jK-r cent., or 2201 sheets spciilt entirely in consequence

of the defect in the paper. This is a loss which neither we. nor we should say the

Government ought to bear ; and if we may be excused for so doing, we should advise

that one or two hundred reams more paper be ordered innnediately from Mr. Wise

to be sent in without delay and then before paying for it, require an equitable allowance

for the spoilage in the present lot of paper, or that he should resize it in Londoii with-
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out removal to the mill. Tlu- present paper possesses two faults. It is very irregular

in substance and too \wakly sized so tliat the gum penetrates through the paper and

the consequences are 1st, Tliat the Government lose 14 per cent, of pajier ; 2n(i,

Wc lose the cost of printing and wear of the plates of 14 per cent, mine than usual
;

3rd, Although the work is wanted by Mr. Allen we cannot deliver him so uuicii

by 14 per cent, even with the same execution as formerly. And there is no certainty,

but it may incrt-ase daily. Your early attention t(.) this will oblige.

Dear Sir, &c., &c..

(Signed^ PERKINS, BACON & PETCH.
Edwin Hill, Esq.

(37)

O9, Flekt Stkkut
;

Dear Sir, Aug. 27, 1841.

1 lia\c jitiused the letter from Jlr. Wise and now return it as requested.

I have not luany remaiks to make upon its contents, his observation that paper is

improved by keej)ing a few months before being used is undoubtedly true, but both

the other contracts of his were used as soon after being made as this has been and

they did not give us this same trouble ; there is but one proper mode of wetting the

paper, although we have tried several in hopes to humour it, and the pressure must be

such as to get the water out and leave it proper for printing, in fact we have tried

our best to make it stand the gum as it ought but without success ; no doubt judgment

is required to get the right strength of size to resist the gum and yet not to make it

lay in spots, bvit this was obtained in his last contract but one, and why has he not

done it in the last ? Mr. Wise says he is at a loss to account why it should prove that

some and not all the sheets are spoilt in gumming, if all his paper was of one exact

substance and sized and dried exactly alike. We should be at a loss, too, but the

three things never happen to any hundred reams of paper exactly, and as his last lot

of paper was very unequal both in sizing and substance the occurrence was naturally

to be expected. If he makes more I think it should be sized as the last contract but

one was, and weigh about one lb per ream more.

I am, &c., &c.,

[Signed] JOSHUA B. BACON.
Edwin Hill, Esq.

(5S)

69, Fleet Street
;

Dear Sir, Nov. 5 1S41.

Having now printed and gummed all the five reams new paper and the

two reams resized paper, received frcm Mr. Wise, we are able to report :

—

ist. That I ream of the resized Postage paper which came with blue labels

attached to it all absorbed the gum more than it should do and some of it was ruined

by the process.
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2nil. That the other ream wliich came with pink labels attached to it turned out

(with the exception of 2 or 3 sheets), such as it should be, thus jjroving not only that

the material used in the manufacture of the paper was good, and that its defects

arose from bad sizing originally, or from being kept after it was finished in a damp
place ; but also that of tlie two experimental modes of sizing adopted by Mr. Wise,

one is good and the other a bad one. lint the risizing of the paper having been so

long delayed the only advantage wliich we can now see in having done any of it, is

the e\'idence it conclusively furnishes that the paper came to ns—Jrum -whatever cause

it niav have arisen—in a defective state, that one mode of remedying this defect is a

failure, and that another mode is successful—but as all the paper of the old manu-

facture, which we have still unprinted, and Mr. Allen and Mr. Wise have, is only

suiiicient for nine or ten days printing, it seems cjuite impossible to spare any of it to

be sent to tlie mill [or resizing.

yd. But we are liappy to report that of the five reams new paper sent in to us for

printing only six sheets have been spoilt in gununing and these six sheets were

unusually thin and light and would thus be easily accounted for ; indeed tiiey varied

so very much from the average thickness that they ouglit to have Ixen thrown out

at the mill as spoilt sheets.

In view of all these facts we would respectfully suggest whether the paper now

ordered had not better be finished and forwarded to London without delay and whether

another order should not be given as soon as this is completed, the present order only

being enough for three months supply.

We are, &c., &c.,

[Signed] JOSHUA B. BACON,

E. Hill, Esq. for self and partners.

(59)
69, Fleet Street

;

Dear Sir, Nov. 13, 1S41.

I received your note of yesterday in the afternoon and connnenced an

answer then, but was called off by business which kept me the remainder of the day. "

My letter to you of the 5th instant, will shew that I fully entertain your fears of being

stopt for paper, and find that Mr. Allen has none on hand, and we only have enough

for four days work, after this day. Mr. Wise, however, has a few reams which went

to him to be resized, and so long ago as the 5th inst. he writes from the Mill that he

injormed the Commissioners oj Stamps & Taxes on the 4th instant, that he had 150

reams Postage paper ready w-aiting the order from the Board of Excise to send it off.

If this letter of his has been attended to, the Paper ought to have been in Mr. Allen's

possession some days, and if it has not, no time should be lost in requesting the Board

of Excise to order its departure ! ! !

In regard to the communications of Messrs Smith and White, herewith returned

to you, I have to say that everything is and has been the same latterly as for many

months past, with the exception of the Paper, but as we all know that unich of the

last make was so porous as to shew the gum through and spoil the heads, it is quite

possible that some other sheets which did not appear to the eye to have injured the

appearance of the engraving, may yet have soaked in so much of the gum as to leave
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a defective gumming surface. We were not aware of such fact. Init the above is tlie

only rational way of accounting for it. With gooil paper there is no tlanger of its

ricurring again, for this, and many other reasons I consider it would be very desirable

that the stock of good unj)rinted paper in Mr. Allen's hands should never fall below

lOO single or 300 treble reams, being about three months supj)ly, without ordering a

fresh manufacture, and so then if any of the paper when received proved defective

there would always be time to cure tiie e\'il without the loss ; nd com))laints which

have latelj' arisen.

In regard to defacing the worn out plates Mr. Pressly has diri'cted me to address

a letter to the Commissioners stating what I propose, which I will do early in the

next week. I saw Mr. Keogh and he satisfied me that no impressions taken from the

new plates should be sent in as good previous to that which is taken in the presence

of and approved by the Commissioners and I understood him to say it wovilil be best

(as there are always some spoilt reams in manufacturing an order which have to be

destroyed and made into fresh pulp) to take with each order two or three reams of

the best of the spoilage at a price which will cover the duty and its value as waste

paper, and let it be sent up to Mr. Allen quite distinct from the other paper, then let

it be furnished us for settling in new plates as wanted and returned back with spoilt

impressions quite sepanite from the general deliveries, and not entered in the same

Warrant with them. Then let us gi\-e two days notice when a new jilate is ready

and the Commissioners will name a day and hour when they will take an impression

therefrom. I beliex'e the abow is the substance of what passed, and am.

Dear Sir, &c., &c.,

Edwin Hill, Esq. [Signed] JOSHUA B. BACON.

V.S.— I am obliged by what you say about the Specimens our man as you have

since learnt had them to take to the License Office and brot them to you by mistake,

we shall be happy to furnish you with some, howi'ver, if you see fit to shew them you

can, and we know that none can comi)ete with us in security from forgery.

(60)

6g Fleet Street
;

Dear Sir, Nov. ig, 1841.

As we understand Mr. Wise is very anxious for a settlement of his account

for the new paper delivered by him within a few days, and that objections are made

to paying him until the full amount of our charge for work spoilt from the defective

state of the paper is known—we beg to state that from a wish to make our charge as

light as possible, and to facilitate a settlement with him, which may be to him im-

portant—we w'ill content ourselves with our present demand of £62 6s. 2d. for

spoilage occasioned by bad paper up to the 15th Oct. last and bear our own loss upon

all which have arisen from that period until the whole of the last order of paper has

been delivered if that will be satisfactory to the Board.

We arc, &c., &c.,

[Signed] PERKINS, BACON & FETCH.
Edwin Hill, Esq.



APPENDIX D 221

(6i)

69, Fleet Street
;

Nov. 24, 1841.

Dear Sir,

Wo shall not get through gumming and examining all the Postage Stamps

from the old paper until Friday, but the number spoilt from defective paper will be

very near 2200, probably not 20 sheets from it cither way—beyond these there were

S308 sheets in our last account which two quantities must be added together in order

to make out the total loss from defective paper.

I enclose you as promised three envelopes with the adhesive penny stamp attached

to them and all of which when received had the stamps as they now are upon them,

and which all must have passed through two Post Offices without the least attempt

to obliterate them, One was posted at Kingston, another at East Horslcy and the

third at East Clandon, and were delivered from the Post Office at Bookham, all in

Surrey. I discovered them from the merest accident, and obtained them upon the

promise to' conceal the name of the friend who gave them to me.

As this e.xtraordinary practice is so prevalent in one little spot, is it to be presumed

it is confined to that corner of the country, and that the failure to obliterate them
was not accidental, is evident from the fact that from one of those offices I saw two or

three in the same predicament. Supposing that the Government would beg hard to

have exidence of, so as to stop this practice ; I obtained the enclosed stamps with

their envelopes from my friend.

I am, &c., &c.,

[Signed] JOSHUA B, BACOM.

Edwin Hilt,, Esq.

(62)

Sir,

69, Fleet Street
;

28th Feby., 1842.

Having printed now, gummed and sent in to the Stamp Office all the eight

sample reams of Postage Paper from tlie new order, we beg to report tliat the paper

proved in general of a good quality, and bore the gum as well as usual, that there

were a few sheets rather size stained (probably from sizing it during the late frost),

but the whole amount of spoilage from every cause is scarcely perceptible from the

usual average, we therefore see no reason to complain of the paper.

We are, &c., <S:c.,

LSigned] PEKKIXS. B.VCON Ov FETCH.

Edwi.x Hill, Esq.
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(63)

69, Fleet Street
;

Dear Sir, Feb. 24, 1843.

Wo think it prudent to inform you, if your attention lias not already been

called to the fact, that there is now only 330 reams Postage paper in your hands and

ours unprinted ; that in getting the order through the different Departments and

the moulds at the mill, generally takes a month and in this time new stock will be

reduced to about 210 or 220 reams, allowing again 3 wieks to bring and send the

pajier and deliver it, there would then be only 120 or 130 reams left, which in case of

any fault in the New jiaper would be a verj^ small stock to go on with until it was

remedied—would it not therefore be best to give a fresh order without (Ulay. Taken

altogether the last paper ordered was decidedly the best we have yet had, but some

of the sheets received lately turn blue in spots which is probablj^ occasioned by im-

perfect washing after bleaching the rags and many sheets are thinner in the lower

end than the rest—^if this fault arises from the moulds whicji I do not believe—-the

maker must correct it free of expense, but if the fault is in the ^'atman, then calling

Mrs. Wise's atti'ntion to the fact will cure it.

We are, &c., &c.,

[Signed] PERKINS. B.\C()N & PETCH.
Edwin Hill, Esq.

( (h )

Somerset House ;

Dear Sir, Dec, 16/43.

I think I did not mention to j'ou that one of the paper moulds appears

to be in bad repair, and the other also rather defective. I judge from the imperfect

appearance of some of the Crown watermarks. It will be some time, doubtless, before

a new supply of paper is required, but if a new pair of moulds be necessary, as the

making of them is a slow affair, it seems desirable that it should not be put off too

long. Perhaps you will enquire into this whi'U you go to the mill ue.xt and see that

the requisite steps are taken.

I am, &c., .&C.,

[Signed] E, HILL.

J. B. B.^coN. Esq.

{65)

6g, Fleet Street
;

Dear Sir. Dec. 26, 1843.

I have received 3'our Mem. about the possible and probable causes of the

defects in the gunuuing, for which I am obliged, and am now trj-ing experiments with

the hope of finding a remcdj-.
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I have also your letter about the CrowTi watermarked Paper moulds and am
decidedly of opinion that there should be a New Pair of Moulds made before another

order is given. I have written to the Mill and they are of the same opinion. I do

not know the exact time, but think it would take about three weeks to prepare them ;

possibly four weeks. Perhaps under these circumstances it would be well to com-

mt-nce them at once ?

In regard to the spotting, although the weather is not all the cause, yet it has

much to do with it, and our patience has been well tried the past 20 days.

I am, &c., &c.,

[Signed] JOSHUA B. BACON.

Edwin Hill, Esq.

(66)

69, Fleet Street ;

Dec. 27, 1843.

Dear Sir.

I am writing you, but to say I have received information from the Mould

Maker that he cannot make a new pair of Crown watermarked moulds in less than

six weeks from the time they are commenced, so that it is a longer operation than

I had supposed.

I am, &c., &c.,

[Signed] JOSHUA B. BACON.
Edwix Hill, Esq.

(67)

London ;

Feb. 2, 1844.

Dear Mrs. Wise,

Had you not better write a letter to the Commissioners of Excise, through the

Supervisor, stating the necessity of a new set of moulds before any more Postage

Paper is made, and then the order and George maj^ come together?

Yours, &c., &c.,

LSigned] J. B. BACON.
Mrs. E. S. Wise.
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(68)

Dear Sir,

London
;

Feb. 15. 1.S44.

Inform tin- by return of post what has been done about new Postage Moulds, as

it is now quite time tliey were making, indeed I begin to be troubled for fear the ]wper

will be wanted before it can be made, the [eczema ?J in my hand has obligeil iiu' to

get Mr. Hill Peteh to write for me.

I am, &c., &c.,

[Signed] JOSHUA B. BACON.

Chakles Wise, Esq.

{69)

6g, Fleet Street
;

Jany. 17, 1846.

Dear Sir,

I now return the letter for Mrs. Wise, which appears to me to do very well

just as it is. Although she ought to report the state of the moulds she has never yet

been directed to do it, and cannot be aware that she would be j)ermitted to make new

moulds until a new order was about being given. On reflection, I question if Mr.

Wood will agree to the moulds being prepared all but the Crowns, without an officer

being present—for if I recollect aright there is a very stringent Act, applying to

moulds and everything else connected with the Postage Labels, and a voluntary

permission to make a mould just the size of yours, with the bar lines at the edges—and

wanting only the Crowns—would somewhat commit the Government—in case of a

forgery afterwards. I should think, however, that the moulds ought to be put in

hand, either with or without an officer, without much delay, and the old ones rej)aired,

too, so as to be at woik wliilc the new are making.

I am, &c.. &c.,

[Signed] JOSHUA B. BACON.
Euwix Hill, Esq.

P.S.—I find that in addition to the reasons I stated yesterday, why our accounts

were made out alwaj'S as they have been, there is another, vizt., That Mr. Allen

required it, so that his warrants could be shown as vouchers for the correctness of

our account and his stock, which they could not be, while itnly partially deH\'ered.
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{70)
Rush JIill

;

Dear Sir. Mar. 23, 1852.

In reply to your note received this morning I do not feel sufficiently positive

on the subject of this Postage paper to make a definite report, but will give my general

imjjression as far as it is formed. The experiment was made with 20 rms. which

furnished two full-days consumption, and as far as related to the Printing affords no

ground for comment, the paper printing well and the spoilage in printing (owing

probably to a slight increase in the strength of the Paper made for this experiment),

bting decidedly less than it had been for some days previously. The Paper when
gummed (with the exception of a very few sheets in which the watermark showed

through) looked as well as usual, presenting no ground for remark, but the spoilage

in gumming was very considerable, so much so as to cause the total spoilage in the

day's work to be greater than usual, notwithstanding the decreased amount of spoilage

in printing. This appears to be caused by the increased tendency to curl inwards

when wet with gum consequent upon the additional strength, and which again causes

the curled edge to stick to the tray in which it is placed to dry and when gathered the

parts so stuck tear from the sheet. The result therefore, would appear to be that

there would be an increased spoilage consequent upon the general use of so thin a

paper, which must be taken as a sett off against the benefits wliich are expected to

arise. The paper tried weighed 9 lbs. to the ream, while the paper previously in use

weighed about iilbs. I have consulted Mrs. Wise and Mr. Hayes, respecting the

alteration in the price of the paper consequent upon the alteration in weight, and I

find that their decided opinion is that if there is to be any alteration it ought to be

an increase as the increased spoilage in making a very thin paper, the increased strength

of material necessary and the increased wear and tear of machinery much more than

compensate for the amount saved in the weight of rags and the Duty paid ; which

are the only items affected. If you ask any paper-maker he will tell you that he

charges more for a very thin paper than for a thicker one for these reasons. Your

reference to the case of the 6d. paper does not agree with my recollection of my letter

to you as (in the absence of the copj' which is in Town), I have run over the calculation

and reckon that the difference of lib. per ream which is equal to 2 islbs. caused a

saving of only a 25th, but the fact is that the question there was between a very thick

paper and another which was to a moderate extent thicker or thinner, whereas here

it is between a moderately thin paper and a very thin one. I may notice in passing

that the authorized weight of the Crown paper (as far as I can learn both from the

Excise Office here and my own recollection) is lojlbs. and that the additional half-

pound was put on at my recommendation to increase the strength. I may likewise

add that there would probably be some additional expense in the cost of moulds, as

a worn mould is apt to cut the paper by the thickness of the watermark, and tliis

would show so much sooner on a very thin sheet than on the present that the old

moulds would have to be abandoned sooner. None of these items alone would

amount to much, but taken together and sett off against so small a saving fis I have

referred to, they would I am persuaded quite make out Mrs. W^ise's position. I trust

you will excuse haste as I am in the midst of a cs., etc.

I am, &c., &c.,

O. Hill. Esq.. [Signed] J. P. BACON.
Somerset House.
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(71)

69, Fleet Street
;

My Dear Sir, July 21, 1852.

There is no insuperable objection to the iilia of printing tlie stamps on

thinner pajier. but as the spoilage is increased by the thinness of the paper (the

stnngtli of material being equal), I have lately' urged Mrs. Wise, who had fallen into

a habit of making it thinner, to get it up to the original standard of 11 Jibs, to the

ream. I remember that Mr. Rowland Hill was at first desirous to have a very thin

paper, but I thouglit that he had been led to abandon the point, though I never heard

any reason assigned either waj'.

Yours, &c.. &c.,

[Signed] J. P. BACON.

J. Ledingham, Esq.,

G.P.O.

(72)

6g, Fleet Street ;

Sir, Sept. 30, 1852.

With reference to the trial of 273 reams of thin jwstage paper, which we

received for printing from the 7th August to the 7th September last, and which we

commenced delivering to Mr. Allen on the 7th September last, and shall probably

finish delivering this week, we have to remark that we did not observe any great

objection to the general use of such thin jxiper arising from the increase of spoilage,

while the party who pasts the \ sheets together reports to us that he found the

adhesiveness of such paper to be decidedly greater than usual. We are therefore of

opinion that it would be quite safe to order a considerable quantity of such paper to

be made, if it should be the opinion of the Ilonble. Commissioners tliat such a course

is desirable.

We are, &c., &c.,

[Signed] PERKINS, BACON & Co.

Ormond Hill, Esq.

(73)

Somerset House
;

Dear Sir, . 11 Nov. 1852.

A specimen of labels upon the thinner jiaper is wanted, and it appears

that there are not any in Mr. Allen's stock. If you have anj' left wiU j-ou send them

in to-morrow, taking care to mark the parcel in such a way that they may be distin-

guished ? If you have not any please to inform me of the fact.

Yours, &c., &c.,

[Signed] ORMOND HILL.

Perkins Bacon, Esq.
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(74)

69, Fleet Street
;

JIv Dear Sir. Aug. 28, 1853.

I was not aware that it was usual tu trouble you on the subject of New
Crown Moulds, and still think that the proper course for Mrs. Wise to take is to write

to the Excise Comrs. for an Oflicer when the new moulds are sufiiciently advanced

to be t.iken under his charge, and that she has merely intended to inform you of the

fact, without asking for instructions on that head. I will write to her (or rather her

daughter, for she is absent from the Mill), to follow these precedents in the matter.

She ought, however, to have told you (as perhaps she has done) that she had not

more tlian three weeks work to do on the old order for paper [a few words cannot be

read here] to prevent delay, she will require the new order very shortly.

I am, &c., &c.,

O. Hill, Esq. [Signed] J. P. BACON.

(75)
69, Fleet Street ;

JIv Dear Mrs. Wise, Jan. 27, 1S54.

I have shewn the new crowns to Mr. O. Hill, who thinks it will be well to put a

few similar ones on a piece of note mould (as you have now done), of different thick-

nesses of metal including the very tlimnest. They should be placed very near together

and then we can print a few for experiment. I should like this done quickly.

Yours, &c., &c..

[Signed] J. P. BACON.

(76)

69, Fleet Street ;

My Dear Mrs. Wise, Feb. 14 1854.

I. We have printed and gummed the experimental crowTis, but being

(from some unexplained cause) on much thicker paper than the crowns, they do not

show well at all. I therefore wish half a dozen more made from tlie actual crown

pulp and sent up finished as before. The sooner the better. Mr. Hill thinks the

crowns badly made, but that I suppose arises from the difficulty of cutting them by

hand ?

Yours, &c., &c.,

[Signed] J. P. BACON.
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(77)

69. Fleet Street
;

April 12, 1854.

Mv Dear Mrs. Wise,

What luivi' you done as to llic Crown nrw onU'r ; na\-c you writtin Mr. Hill as

I suggrsletl ? I enclose two crowns for Mr. Hayes, of wlucli 1 like the plainest one

best, but I am no judge as to their practicability.

Yours, &c., &c.,

[Signed] J. P. BACON.

(78)

69, Fleet Street ;

Apl. 22, 1854.

Sir,

In reply to your favor enquiring if we have any suggestions to offer respecting

the paper used for printing the Postage Stamps, we arc not aware of anything which

calls for observation at the present time.

W'e are, &c., &c.,

per pro. PERKINS, BACON & Co.

ISignedj J. P. BACON.
Ormond Hill, Esq.,

Inland Revenue,

Somerset House.

My Dear Mrs. Wise,

(79)

69, Fleet Street

April 25, 1854.

I am very glad you have got the order for Postage paper all right again.

Yours, &c., &c.,

[Signed] J. P. BACON.
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(80)

69, Fleet Street ;

My Dear Mrs. Wise, May 15, 1854.

I liave seen Mr. O. Hill, and he docs not see any objection to the water-

mark for the Crowns being made out of the Mills, provided he knows the name of the

party doing the work, as a guarantee for his responsiliility. Will you therefore ask
Mr. Hayes to have the die made as soon as possible, and half a dozen impressions struck

that I may show them before you are finally committed.

Yours, &c., &'c.,

[Signed] J. P. BACON.

(81)

69, Fleet Street
;

My Dear Mrs. Wisk, Aug. 10, 1854.

I do not know what to say about the Crown watermark ? If it will not come
better than the specimens sent I do not think it worth while to change. If you will

send me up the drawing I will see if Saunders cannot give us a better ?

Yours, &c., &c.,

[Signed] J. P. BACON.

(82)

69, Fleet Street
;

Sir, Oct. 21, 1854.

I write on behalf of Mrs. E. S. Wise, of Rush Mill, Northampton (the manu-

facturer of the Postage label paper), to know if j^ou will be willing to make a die for

her which would be suitable for making a watermark similar to the enclosed, but

better in shape, and if so what would be the cost. Or if you prefer the other mode,

at what rate you would supply her with a thousand crowns ready for sewing on the

mould.

I am, &c., &c.,

Mr. Smith, [Signed] J. P. BACON.
Fountain Place.

City Road.
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(83)

69, Fleet Street
;

Oct. 27. 1854.

JIy Dear Mrs. Wise.

I have shown the Crowns to Mr. Hill, who did not like any of thcni,

but referred me to Mr. Smith, the maker of the Anchor moulds, from whom I have

got an estimate, and suspect I shall have to order a pair from him, though his price

is double that of Mr. Hayes. I am very sorry it is so, but cannot risk the order for

the paper for the sake of getting Mr. H.^aj'cs] the moulds to make.

Yours, &c., &c.,

[Signed] J. P. BACON.

(84)

69, Fleet Street
;

Nov. 15. 1854,

My Dear Mrs. Wise,

I send to-night by rail the new Postage moulds.

Yours, &c., &c.,

[Signed] J. P. BACON.

(85)

69, Fleet Street
;

Dec. 19, 1854.

My Dear Mrs. Wise,

I have received the sheet of crowns, which certainly shows the water-

mark much plainer than the old one. though there may be two opinions as to the

shape !

Yours. &c., &c..

[Signed] J. P. BACON.
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(86)

6g, Fleet Street ;

January 5, 1S55.

I am obliged bj' youT noto respecting the weakness of the Postage paper.

I was not aware that strengtli was a di-sideratiim as to the perforation, but will roui-

munirato with Mrs. Wise on the subject. At the same time, I fear that the new
watermark will not shew to advantage if the paper is much stronger tlian the Postage

paper has been when of fair average toughness.

O. Hill, Esq.

I am, &€., &c.,

[Signed] J. P. BACON.

My Dear Mrs. -Wise,

(S/)

69, Fleet Street
;

Jan. 5. 1S55.

Mr. Hill writes me that the Postage paper is too weak and short in fibre. This

should be looked to, but as the paper now in use is probably 6 months old, all you

can do is to look to the present stock.

Yours, &c., &c.,

[Signed] J. P. BACON.

69, Fleet Street ;

May 25, 1855.

My Dear Mrs. Wise,

There are great complaints of the unevenness of the crown paper, some sheets

being very thin and others very thick. Mr. Hill docs not care liow thin you make it

provided it is even, but it is impossible to perforate such irregular substances as are

from time to time turwing up in this paper. This must be attended to

Yours, iS:c., &c.,

[Signed] J. P. B.\CON.
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(«9)

69, Flkkt Street
;

Gentlemen, Oct. i, 1S55.

Some months since yon sniiplicd ^[rs. Wise, of Rnsli Mills, with a ])air of

crown watermarked papi^r monlds. The watermark has given satisfaction, bnt the

workmanship of the monlds has tnrned ont very bad indeed, having cost Mrs. Wise

a great deal for repairs. I therefort' wish to knf)W (to prevent a similar trouble in

future), at what ])rice you will furnish the patent watermarks, in order that I m;iy

judge as to the expediency of continuing tlie use of this watermark. In addition to

the reasons stated above Mrs. Wise has the frames and deckles for 2 pr. of crown

monlds on hand, which of course she cannot affoid to throw away.

Yours, &c., &c.,

Messrs. Smith & Son, [Signed] J. P. H.ACON.

Fountain Place,

City Road.

(90)

6g, Fleet Street ;

Dear Sir.s, Oct. 25, 1855.

In reply to j'our fa\'()r of this morning I much prefer to leave the arrange-

ment respecting the Crown moulds as it was understood to be, which can still be

accomplished by your putting on the faces and sending them back to the Mill in

their present state. It may be perfectly true that the workmanship of those sent

you is inferior to your own, but in that case it is only necessary to say that we prefer

the bad work and do not wish [? ] in the present case.

I am, &c., &c.,

Messrs. J. Smith & Son, [Signed] J. P. BACON.
Fountain Place.

(91)

6g, Fleet Street ;

Gentlemen, Feb. 13, 1856.

In the month of October of last year Mrs. Wise forwarded you a pair of

frames for facing with the patent crown watermarks. They ought to have been

delivered some weeks since and I should be glad to know if they are in a state of

forwardness so that they can be absolutely delivered in a short time, as otherwise it

is not necessary that they should be preceeded with at present. Your immediate

and definite reply will oblige.

Yours, &c., &c.,

[Signed] J. P. BACON.
Messrs. J. Smith & Son,

8, Fountain Place,

City Road.
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(92)

Blenheim House,

scarboro
;

3 Augt., 1866.

My Dear Sir,

I am desirous that in future a more systcmntic (jfficial check should be

maintained upon the making of the crown moulds : and with this view that the

crown bits for these moulds should be kept in the custody of tlie Board's Officers at

Rush Mill, to be given out by them when re(iuirecl for use by the mould maker. Will

you be good enough to gi\'e directions.

1st. That any crowns which are at Rush Mill, (ilher than those which arc upon

th(' moulds in the officers custody may be counted and cU'livered to the officers.

2nd. That when any new crowns shall be ordered the maker of them, Mr. Smith

1 presume, be instructed to con3ign them to the Excise Officer in charge at Rush

Mill, and to send me a memorandum on each occ. sion of the number so consigned.

I shall mj'self conmumicate with Mr. Smith on the subject as soon as I ri'Ceive an

answer from you : but of course as he is employed to niaki' the crowns for Mrs.

Faircloth he should receive his instructions from her.

If I am mistaken in conmiunicating to you on this subject will you be good enough

to forward this note [to] the proper j)erson.

Yours, &c., &c..

[Signed] O. HILL.

J. P. Bacon, Esq.

My Dear Sir,

;93)

Inland Revenue,

Somerset House, W.C. ;

28 Sept., 1866.

I learn from Mr. Smith, the mould maker, that 3-our firm has instructed

him to prepare 2,000 crowns for Rush Mill. I think you must have forgotten that

in yours of Augt. 6th you undertook " that none shall be ordered or made without

first conununicating with you," i.e., me " on the subject." However, as Mr. Smith

has at once written to me no harm is done :

—

I ])roposc if you do not object to request Mr. Smith on tiiis and all similar future

occasions to deliver the crowns to me lure. On receiving them I shall send him an

acknowledgment to produce to you and at once forward them to the supervisor at

Rush Mill and instruct him to inform tiie manager of tiie Mill of their arrival. Please

to let nie know whether you agree to this arrangement.

Yours, &c., &.C.,

[Signed] O. HILL.

J. P. Bacon, Esq.
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(94)

Inland Revenue,

Somerset House, W.C. ;

Gentlemen. 3 September, 1868.

The stock of CrowTi watermark bits for making new moulds is nearlj'

exhausted. Will you please have 2,000 new crowns ordered of Jlr. W. H. Smith, of

Grantley Works. Park Lane. Peckham. and direct him to deli\er them to tiiis office

as soon as made.

Yours, &c., &c.,

Messrs. Perkins & Co. ' [Signed] E. HILL.

(95)
London ;

Sir. Sept. iS. 186S.

Your order of j'esterday is at hand and will loose (sh) no time in preparing

the 2,000 crown's watermark, then will forward the same to Mr. O. Hill, Inland

Revenue, Somerset House.

I am, &c.. &c..

E. SMITH,

lor W. H. Smith.

(96)
Inland Revenue,

Somerset House, W.C. ;

Dear Sirs, 19 Nov., 1868.

We received 2,000 crown watermark bits from Mr. Smith on 23 Oct. last

and forwarded them at once to the Officer at Rusii Mill. On future similar occasions

you shall be informed.

Yours. &c.. &c.,

Messrs. Perkins & Co. [Signed] O. HILL.

(97)

Stamping Department,

Inland Revenue,

Somerset House, W.C. ;

Gentlemen, ii May. 1874.

It is desirable for the convenience of the perforating that the margin of

the sheets of Postage stamps should be increased by a
J-
of an inch on each side ; but

before comimmicating with Mrs. Faircloth on the subject I wish to know whether

such alteration wiU cause you inconvenience.

Yours. &c.. &c.,

Messrs. Perkins, Bacon & Co. [Signed] O. HILL.
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(98)

69, Fleet Street ;

12 May, 1874.

Dear Sir,

In rcplj' to your enquiry whether it would cause us inconvenience if the

width of tlie Postage paper were increased by half an inch, we beg to say that it would

do so in several ways. The safes which were provided some little time since for the

safe custody of the packed Stamps, were made tf) take three rows of reams or sheets

each, but the addition of \ an inch in width, would prevent them holding more than

two rows in the same way. The trays in which the wet gummed work is placed to

dry are too narrow to admit of the increased width and would all (there being several

hundreds of them) require alteration. Tiiore would probably also be a danger of

the sides of the paper being dirty owing to its being broader than the plate. And a

still more serious consequence would be the cost of covering with gum an increased

surface, amounting to an addition of i 22d. to the present size. Still as we under-

stand it may be highly desirable to make the change we shall be willing to try the

effect of the alteration for a reasonable period without charge, if it is understood that

objection will not be raised to the want of cleanness at the sides of the sheets owing

to the cause before stated.

We are, &c., &c.,

.Signed] PERKINS B.\CON & Co.

O. Hill, Esq.

(99)

Stamping Department,

Inl.vnd Revenue,

Somerset House, W.C. ;

2Sth July. 1874.

Gentlemen,

The width of the id. Post label paper which will be required for the new
feed motion will be 11 J inches. I shall feel obliged by your informing me whether

this wall necessitate an additional charge, and if so the amount of such charge.

Yours, &c., &c.,

Signed] U. HILL.

Messrs. Perkins. Bacon & Co.

(100)

London.

69. Fleet Street, E.C. ;

July 29th, 1874.

Dear Sir,

In replj- to your letter of yesterday's date we beg to say that we sliall be

willing to make the alteration in the id. Postage paper mentioned therein without
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charge, on the undorstanding that should wo find it more expensive than wo reckoned

wc shall bo at lihortj- to ro-opon the siibjoct.

We are. &c., &.C.,

[Signed] PERKINS, BACON & Co.,

Ormond Hill, Esqre., per J. H. rpham.

Inland Rowniio,

Somerset House.

(lOl)

SiAMPixG Department,

Inland Revenue,

Somerset House, W.C. ;

Dear Sirs, 31 July, 1S74.

Please convey my thanks to Mrs. Faircloth for the willingness on her

part, conveyed to me in yours of 29th inst, to make the reqviired increase in the width

of the side margins of the crown paper in the first place at any rate without extra

charge.

I shall feel much obliged if you will arrange for this alteration being made on the

condition named in your said note of 29th inst.

Yours, &c., &c.,

Messrs. Perkins B.\con & Co. [Signed] O. HILL.

(102)

Stamping Department,

Inland Revenue,

Somerset House, W.C. ;

My Dear Sir, 5 July, 1875.

In regard to the weight which the reams of id., i|d. and 2d. Postage

stamps should be when printed on the broad paper, I find that adding to the

stipulated minimum weight of the reams upon narrow paper (a) the amount due to

the increase in the area of the paper and (b) the amount due to the quantity of gum
which the additional area should take, gives i81bs. 8oz. as the minimum weight of a

ream of the finished stamps, upon wide paper, when weighed without wrapper. If

you agree to this wiU you be good enough to instruct j'our people accordingly.

Yours, &c., &c.,

J. P. Bacon, Esq. [Signed] O. HILL.
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Extracts from the records of Messrs. Perkins, Bacon & Co., Limited, and copies

of other documents connected with the gumming of the Postage Stamps.

(I)

^Ianchester ;

Sir. 9 October, 1839.

In case you determine to adopt " Labels " for the proposed penny postage,

I presume each stamp will be " gummed " and that a gum will be required of the

strongest adhesive quality, if so, I take the liberty of offering to supply the Post Office,

London, with a maniijadun'd gum possessing this property in the highest degree,

being a purer and stronger gum than Senegal or other foreign gums and at a price

50 per cent, cheaper.

I shall feel honoured with a reply, and if necessary can furnish necessary security

for the fulfilment of any contracts.

I am, &c., &c.,

[Signed] JXO. l^WVSTHOKNE.

P.S.—I supply the Calico Printers with the article in lieu of Senegal gum.

[Rowland Hill, Esq.]

[This, and several other letters of Mr. Rawsthorne's correspondence, are repro-

duced frojn copies published in the " Philaldic Journal of Great Britain." London.

189S. Vol. VIIL, pp. 97-102.]

(2)
Treasury Chambers ;

Sir, October nth. 1839.

In reply to your letter of the gth inst., relative to the supply of gum in case

labels should be adopted under the new arrangements, I beg to say (in Mr. Hill's

absence) that I conceive your proper course will be to address that Department, what-

ever it may be, in w hose control the manufacture of the stamps shall actually rest.

I am, &c., &c.,

Mr. J. Rawsthorne. ^Signed] HENRY COLE.

[It was not until February 20th, 1S40, ' that the Lords of the Treasury made a

Minute, placing the preparation of the postage stamps under the Commissions of

Stamps and Taxes.]

' \ ide .-\ppendix .\. p. S,
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(3)

Sir,

Treasury Chambers
;

December 2nd, 1839.

Willi icfiriuci- t(i ytiur k-ttcr (if tlir ()lli Octubrr. describing a gum iiiaim-

facturi'd by yuu, I am directed jjy Mr. Hill to reiiuest that you will have the giHKluess

to transirit for his iiisjieclion specimens of pajK^r gummed with your jjreparation,

and ii sauijile of the guui itself, and that you will state the price at which you can

furnish it.

I am also directetl to recjuest that you would state whether it can be so prejjared

as that any Label so gununeil antl a])]jlied t(j a letter will not become detaclRtl if

placed near a moist newspaper, and whetlier if sheets of paper similarly prepared

woukl adhere to each other if placed in bulk.

A reply Ijy return of jxjst is requested.

[Mr. John Rawsthorne.]

I am, &c., &c.,

rSigned] JNO. LEDINGH.\:\I.

(4)

Mr. Ledingham,

TKEAstJin' Chambers,

London.

Manchester
;

3 Deer., 1839.

Sir,

I am honoured with your letter of yesterday, and pr. this -Mail transmit samples

of the Gum of which I am tlie original Manufacturer.

A a Bottle containing the Gum in solution mixetl with Cold water.

B a Bottle containing the Gum in solution witii Hut water.

C a Bottle containing the Gum in the state it is sold per ton.

D a sam})le of paper gummed with Cold and Hoi water in the proportion of

41b. gum to 81b. water.

In a Bo.x j)r. Mail this Evg.

The price of the gum nuuked C d( livered in London would be £45 j)er ton.

The price of Senegal Gum is £70 to £y^ subject to a loss from extraneous matter

of 10 to 12 ])r. Cent which always occurs in foreign Gums besides being difficult of

solution.

I do not tliink it possible that a Ticket Gummed will become detached if placed

any length of time near, to a moist newspaper—neither will sheets of pajxr similarly

prepared adhere to each other if placed in bulk.

From the short notice given I am not prepared to state the number of square

feet of paper that a given weight of gum would prepare. I propose to ascertain tliis
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point and will report the result, in the nKantinic 1 beg to state that the expense will

be so little as to be almost incredible, as the gum works in the most economical manner

both as regards its adhesiveness or the facility with which it dissolves.

Any further information that Mr. Hill may require or experiments made, I shall

have luuch pleasure in furnishing.

And have the honour, &c., &c.,

^Signed] JNO. RAWSTHORNE.

P.S.—The inclosed sample ol guuiiued pajjrr lias !«( u prepared within .5 hours

and dried a longer time and diferenl paper better sized would have given a m<jrc

favourable sample.

[Signed] J. R.

(5)

Treasury Chambers
;

December lyth, 1S39.

Sir,

I beg to acknowledge with thanks the riceipt of your letter (jf the 13th inst..

and to say that I shall probably avail myself of your offer of assistance.

I am, &c., &.C..

[Signed] ROWLAND HILL.

^Ir. John Rawsthorne.

CO
II, Downing Street

;

February 0th, 1S40.

Sir,

With reference to your letter of Decendjer 13 to Mr. Row-land Hill. I beg to

enclose a sample of the paper which is reconuuended for the adhesive stamps, and

I shall feel obliged if you will have the gum laid upon it in the manner you think

most likely to answer the purpose, and to return it to me, also I shall be glad if you

will give me what information you can as to the operation and the room, number of

persons, etc., required to prepare about ai reams per day of sheets each about iSin.

X loin. I have written a few questions upon the other side which please to send

back to me with the answers and any further information you may think necessary.

My present purpose is to report to the proper authorities what preparation is

necessary to be made so that it may not be requisite to go very much into detail as

I can apply to you again when the mode of proceeding is decided upon.

There is no doubt the wash nuist be a])i)Iied in London but at hrst I think the

solution of the gum had better be done in Manchester.

I am, &c., Sec,

[Signed] EDWIN HILL.

To John Rawsthorne, Esq.
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(7)

London
;

February q. 1840.

Sir,

I have rcqui'stid Mfssrs. Perkins and Co. to print sonic impressions upon two

new samples of paper, one of which they reconnnend and the other, tiie one written

upon, recommended by a paper maker, and I shall feel greatly obliged if \-ou will

have both carefully gmnmed, to try whether the print will be injured in either case

by the gum soaking through the paper. When I say carefully done I mean so that

the impression may not be smeared or dirtied in the operation, in other respects the

matter should be so conducted as to give the print no better chance of remaining

uninjured than it will have in the real process, otherwise, of course, the experiment

will be inconclusive. I shall be glad of any hint or observation which may arise in

the trial. Will yeju be good enough to transmit the papers to me at II, Downing

Street as soon as they are done and to have this put in hand iumiediately.

I am, &c., &c.,

[Signed] EDWIN HILL.

John Rawsthorne, Esq., Manchester.

P.S., February 12.

Messrs. Perkins and Co. have prepared 5 specimens, whicli I shall be glad if jou
will be good enough to put in hand inunediately. Will you give directions to return

all the impressions whether damaged or otherwise.

[Signed] E. H.

(8)

Treasury
;

February 27th, 1840.

Mr. Edwin Hill presents his compMments to Mr. Rawstliorne and has enclosed

half a sheet of paper which he would be obliged if Mr. Rawsthorne would gum on one

side only and return to ]\Ir. Hill at the earliest possible period with such remarks as

may occur to Mr. Rawsthorne vnth respect to the fitness of this paper for adhesive

Labels so far as gumming is concerned.

(9)

69 Fleet Street
;

March 14 1840.

Supposed Expenses of Gumming.
Dissolved Gum will cost 2 - per gallon ready for use and which will gum effectually

84,480 square inches and, therefore, if the labels be one square inch each, i 000,000

would cost 24 '- or 9 32 of a penny per 1,000, but as they are less it would give

1,083,000 for 24 - or 1,200,000 for 26 8.

I man at 20/- per week I

I boy at 12/- do. \ '
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supply on receiving (after the first order) two months notice. And on our part we
have no objection to agreeing always to take of you if we arrange at all during our

agreement with the Government, which is for one j'ear certain.

We have no doubt Joseph C. Dyer. Esq., or E. Burdekin, 'E-^q.. Manager of the

Bank, Manchester, will satisfy you of our respectability and responsibility.

As we have contracted to be ready for circulation in three weeks your immediate

atteniion will oblige.

Sir, &c., &c.,

[Signed] PERKINS. BACON & FETCH.

J. Rawsthorne, Esq., Manchester.

(II)

London ;

• Sir, March 17th. 1840.

We thank j^ou for the jirompt reply to our letter of the 14th inst.. but regret to

find as Mr. Hill has mentioned abo\e that both your price and thi' number which can

be gummed from a given quantity differ materially from what \'ou had stated to

IMr. R. Hill and iSfr. Ledingham. As we ha\'e been induced to agree upon a price for

gunnning which under the new light will ne\-er answer. As time. howe\'er, will not

admit of delay our Mr. Bacon purposes if he can possibly accomplish it to go down to

IManchester on Friday or Saturday next in order to see if an arrangment can be made
with you. We were led by the Government to think, and we believed it, that if any

difference was made it would be in our favour as tradesmen and not against us, and

we cannot give the price you now ask, and still keep the price to the Government,

which their representations taken from your letters induced them to make to us.

A line by return of post, giving your address will oblige us, as the writer cannot be

gone longer from home than is absolutely necessary.

We arc, &c., &c.,

[Signed] PERKINS, BACON & FETCH.
John Rawsthorne, Esq.

(12)

London ;

Sir, March 17th, 1840.

I beg to inform you that the Ct)mmissi(incrs of Stamps and Taxes upon whom
the preparation of Postage Stamps has devolved have contracted with Messrs. Perkins,

Bacon and Fetch to print the adhesive stamps and in order to simplify the matter

they have also engaged that the same parties shall put on the gum. In order to

enable these gentlemen to make their estimate of terms they were informed of j'our

offers to supply gum and the prices contained in your letters of December 3 and 13,

viz., £45 per ton for the dry gum or 2S. per gallon for the gum in solution fit for use.

Also that in your opinion (Dec. 13) 24s. worth of gum would be sufficient for a million

stamps of I square inch each. I am sorry to perceive from your letter to Messrs.

Perkins and Co. that your views both as to price and as to the quantity requisite for
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a given number of stamps have changed materially since you wrote in December.

As, however, it is probable that Mr. Bacon will visit Manchester these differences may
make matters of conversation. I beg to say that I shall feel greatly obliged if you

will afford him all the information in your power so that he may be enabled to effect

the purjiose in the most speedy, certain and economical manner, and thereby most

effectually promote the great measure in progress.

I am, &c., &c.,

John Rawsthokne Esq. [Signed] EDWIN HILL

13)

Mr. Bacon.

Greenman's St. ;

Sir, 21 Mar./40.

I beg to offer the improved solution of gum similar to the sheets of paper gummed
and sent to Mr. E. Hill at 28 - per cwt. delivered in London 2\ off.

If the dry gum is thought to be sufficient I will supply it at 48 - (2i off, and also

half the carriage say 16 per cwt.) and I will warrant it equal to the samples sent

December 3, 1839, "i^d I propose to communicate the best mode of mixing it for use

in solution.

And am, Sir, &c., &c.,

rSigned] JNO. RAWSTHOKNE.

(14)
Manc. ;

Sir, ^larch 21st, 1840.

I beg to acknowledge your letter of this day and I will accept one of the two

propositions therein contained and let you know which by Tuesday's London Mail.

[Signed] J. B. BACON,

J. Rawsthokne, Esq. for self and partner.

(15)
London ;

Sir, March 24th. 1S40.

I promised to wTite you this evening and therefore drop a line to say that

having discovered on trial that the improved gum you gave me is much less, and the

specimen of the dry gum a liltle less adhesive than your December samples sent the

Government, and only an hour having elapsed since I proved it by comparison \vith

>our inferior samples as you consider them, I must have another mail to reflect upon

what ought to be done. As you seemed so positive of the superiority of tiie last over

the former samples, and only gave me the two pieces of paper with tlie two kinds upon

them, after we had closed our business, I did not thmk it necessary to test them there.

I am, &c., &c.,

J. Rawsthokne, Esq. [Signed] J. B BACON.
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(
If'

)

Messrs. Perkins, Bacon \- I'lcrcu,

London. Manchester
;

Gentm.. 25 March, iS.^o.

I am la\'(Hii'cxl witli Mi'. Bacon's Irttir (il yi'Sterilay's date and have iiifvcly to

obstiVf that the two spcciiiRns of guninicd paprr jL;iv(.n to Mr. B. were only to show

the difference of colony. Tliey were ct)Vered quickly with the finger and are not to be

taken as samples of the aillusixeness. 1 l>elie\e that ^h". Hill and (iovernnient are per-

fectly satisfied that no other gum possesses the same degree of adhesiveness, nundjer-

less samples having been sent. Of course I should warrant the improved gum to be

stronger and superior to the other. I am anxiously waiting your decision as there

will l)e little time to spare.

And am, Geutm., &c., (ic,

[Signed] JNO. RAWSTHORNE.

(17)

69, Fleet Street, London
;

John Ravvsthorne, Esq. l\Iarcli 25II1, if^4o.

Sir,

We beg now to say that we will take your gum in the dry state, similar in every

respect as to colour and adhesiveness to the sample sent by you on the 3rd December,

1839 (addressed to Mr. Ledinghani, Treasury Chambers, London), or bdlcr, worse

will not do ; it being understood that you will supply us with fi\-e hundred weight

in fourteen days from this date, and any further quantity that we may I'equire from

time to time at one month notice, furnishing us on or before tlie delivery of the first

parcel of the article with the proper mode of rendering it into solution fit for use, for

which we agree to pay you forty-eight shillings per cwt., 2i per cent, discount off

and half the expense of carriage to London to be borne by you, payment to be made
in ten days after delivery of each parcid in London ; we also agree to take all we want
of you for the period of one year, that being the term of our contract with ("io\-ern-

ment. We beg to observe that neither of the samples brought to London by our

Mr. Bacon possess the adhesive quality necessary for the purpose, as they both peeled

off after having been stuck on paper some time, the lighter one more readily than the

other.

We are, &c., &c.,

[Signed] BERKINS BACON & PETCH.

P.S.—The above being the agreement we came to on Saturday last the 21st inst.

at Manchester, you will please dro]) a line by return of post acknowledging the same,

but no variation can be made as there is no time for delay, and you can go on after

the quantity above named, in making one ton more. We will write you about the

wire as soon as we decide whether to use it.

[Signed] P. B. and P.

We think you had better send us one or two pounds as soon as possible so as to

see that all is right.—[Signed] P., B. and P.
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(18)
London ;

Sir, April 7th, 1840.

We have now received and tried the gum as well as samples sent by you, and

wish the ton you are about making to be like the No. i sample, as that is lighter and

better in every way than the others. We sliall not get to work until Monday next,

and cannot therefore yet tell how it will act upon the paper as to creasing, but fear

the gum will dry faster than the paper, and thus troul)le us with cockling. You

can draw a check on us for the cask sent as agreed. Tlic next supply may arrive any

time you please, within six weeks.

We are, &c., &c.,

[Signed] PERKINS, BACON & PETCH.

J. R.'iWSTHORNE, Esq.,

Manchester.

(19)

London
;

Dear Sir, April 22nd, 1840.

Your draft for £10 igs. 2d., the amount of the bill for the first gum
received, was presented on the i6th inst., and duly paid.

We have now been five days occupied in gumming the Stamps, and the difficulties

we have met with arc beyond description ; some of them were natural to a new

business in which we had never had any experience, and as far as the time required

for drying goes, and the cockling ajler pressing we are better off than we expected

to be ; but after various experiments we find :

—

1st.—That three persons can only gum and dry 600 sheets in 12 hours, whereas

we shall probably require five times that quantity.

2nd.—That unless the gum is laid on rather thick, it will not adhere to the letter,

when wet and put upon it, and consequently that it will not go near so far as you

supposed.

3rd.—That after perfectly gmniuing tiie sheets it frequ<ntly happens that the

gum separates, and leaves large spots ujjon the sheet, where tiie gum lias not taken at

all. We do not believe this is owing to any fault in the gum, but in the bleaching of

the rag or sizing of the pajier at tlir mill.

4th.—That the sheets do cockle and tjuis trouble us. wiiile drying, and before

we get them into the glazed boards for pressing.

If you can assist us by any suggestions we shall be glad to hear from you, for at

present tlie cost to us of gumming is ruinous.

In the act of gunnning we lia\-e tried tluee plans, one was tlie ])l;uing tlie sheets

undiT a tympan—another was to place tlieni in piles and gum the to]), and n-move

them as done—and the last is ])lacing tliem singly upon a block a fraction smaller

than the sheet, and this is the best mode of the three.

We are, &c., &c.,

[Signed] PERKINS, BACON & PETCH

J. R.\wsthorne, Esq.
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(20)
Manxhester

;

Dear Sirs, April 25. 1840.

I liavc tliis evening dispatched by Railway a small Barrel of Solution as

mentioned in my last—on trying it perhaps you will get on more smoothly—it will be

delivered on Monday morning—in case it becomes (which is most likely too thick or

strong), it can be reduced easily. Referring to mine of yesterday.

I remain, &c., &c.,

[Signed] JNO. RAWSTHORNE.

To AfESSRS. Perkins, Bacon & Petcii.

6g. Fleet Street, London.

(21)

Manchester ;

Sirs, 5 ^I^^y. 1840.

Could you oblige me by prccuring a few specimens of the stamps issued to-

morrow, both adhesive and envelopes, say 20/- of the former and 2/- worth of the other,

wliich send pr. post.

I have not seen any of the adhesive stamps altho.' there are some I understand

in Town and I am told they arc very adhesive indeed.

It will afford me much gratification to learn that you are now progressing fast

and more smoothly. I shall be glad to have a report of the solution sent. Waiting

to hear from you pr. return as a part of the stamps are intended for our Mnchr.

Exiiibition now open.

I remain, &c., &c.,

[Signed] JNO. RAWSTHORXE.
Messrs. Perkixs, Bacon & Petch,

69, Fleet Street, London.

P.S.—In case the gum becomes too thick let it be warmed without adding more

water.

(22)
London

;

Dear Sir, May 8th, 1840.

Your favour of the 5th inst. was rcceiv^ed, and should have been answered

yesterday, but the writer was so pressed with business and ill besides, as to prevent

it. We have now the pleasure of enclosing you as requested :

One sheet of Adhesive penny labels £1 o

24 Envelopes of one penny each is . . 026
£1

wliich is to your debit.
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We arc of course getting on better with the gumming than at first, but we have

had no improved paper yet, and it will take 3 men to do 1,250 per day when we have

done our best. We regret to say that the gum does not adhere to glazed writing

paper, although it docs to that which is not much pressed, and we are trying to obviate

this difficulty which wc supposed the Government in their intercourse with you had

satisfactorily ascertained. This wc must overcome by some means. The difficulty

is that the high polish prevents the gum getting below it, so as to reach the fibre of

the jiaper, and it thus has nothing to adhere to.

The run so far upon our Tabcls \-ery far exceeds the Envelopes and Covers.

We have triid the solution sent by jou. and its colour is good, but it does not

adiiere any better tlian tliat we are using, and not so well if weakened in the least.

Signed

We are, &c., &c.,

PERKINS, BACON & FETCH.

Mk. J. R.\WSTHORXE.

(2J)

155 II 10

2 II o

• • £25 3929 I 15 6

20736 72

£5« 2 10

228

5(^

I
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(24)

6g, Fleet Street
;

Charles Pressly, Esq. i6th July, 1840.

Sir,

We have tlie honor to acknowledge receipt of an anonymous note referred to

us by you for our observations thereon, and beg to report that the gum used f(jr the

Adhesive stamps is such as had been approved bj' Mr. R. Hill, and was recommended
by your Hon. Chairman to be adopted and that therefore whether it be good or br.d

we do not consider ourselves entitled to either praise or blame for its results. We
must add, however, that whatever the writer of the note intends by saying it is of very

inferior (qualify is not b(jrne out by facts, for not (Hily has our knowledge gained b\'

using sheets purchased frequently and promiscuously' at the stamp office falsified

this statement, but we have tried many experiments since your communication was

received, and the result is a perfect conviction that the gum now in use is of a good,

and when properly attached to the letter, of an adhesi\-c quality. We can easily

make use of gum acacia, there being no objection to it, but its great price which would

force us to charge one halfpenny p. thousand more than we now do. Or we can our-

selves manufacture and use a gum which shall be as adhesive as gum acacia, or any

other gum within our knowledge, more adhesive than that now used, pure in its com-

ponent parts, and that shall firmly adhere to any letter after it has been attached

ten minutes, if done with the merest ordinary care. We can furnish samples of this

latter if required, but we could not adopt it without an extra charge of one farthing

per thousand labels, and which would include a claim which we shall have on the

score of extra cost of gumming (although not to that amount), at the end of the year

under the present system.

We have, &c., &c.,

[Signed] PERKINS. BACON & FETCH.

(25)
Friday morning.

Dear Sir, [July ? 1840.]

I spoke to my brother yesterday respecting the gum. He thinks it hardly

necessary to increase the expense as the gum answers tolerably well. He suggests

that you had better perhaps use a little sugar with it, as you did at first, if as he

supposes you have discontinued it from the circumstance of a few of the sheets having

adhered to each other. If you think well to try the effect of sugar in various pro-

portions, the waste sheets, of which you must now have many, would enable you to

try the effect upon our own paper, which is more conclusive than any other trial can

be. I see no objection to j-our cutting up the waste prints to try their adhesion, so

that you preserve the paper upon which the trials are made, to enable us to make up

the quantity when we ha\-e to cancel the waste.

I am, &c., &c.,

[Signed] EDWIN HILL.

J. B. B.^coN, Esq.

^The letter is endorsed " 1840."]
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(20)

Manchester
;

Dear Sirs, Nov. 6th, 1840.

I have for some time past been looking for fiirtlier instructions to prepare

a lot of the " adhesive gum," it is now upwards of six months since the Ton was
forwarded ! the consumption appears strangely less than contemplated by me at the

pciiod when the contract was made. Until the public be compelled to use Libels

and refrain from gi\'ing the post office servants such unneccessary trouble by continu-

ing to pay money I dare say the quantity of gum will be small that is required, still,

I did not apprehend so great a difference. As the material from which the gum is

made is daily getting dearer the article being now applied to new purposes, I am
desirous of providing a stock, and therefore request the favour of your informing me
by an early post how soon you will require further supplies.

I hear no complaints ! every body seems quite satisfied that the plan cannot be

improved and think the alteration one of the greatest boons to the Public. If the

postmasters were ordered to have more deliveries of local letters in their respective

towns there would be a much greater revenue : here, in this great town we have only

three deliveries of towns letters per day ! one of them too late for business hours

—

whereas if there were five or six deliveries ever\' body would avail thcmseK'cs of it,

instead of sending messengers with invoices and notes.

Apologizing for taking up your valuable time and waiting the favour of a reply.

I remain, &c., &.C.,

[Signed] JXO. R.WVSTHOKXE.

To Messrs. Perkins, B.\cox & Petcii,

69, Fleet Street, London.

(27)

Man'ciiester ;

Dear Sirs, Nov. 25. 1840.

I ha\e your favour of yesterday, and in reply have set to work to produce

the 7 cwt. of adhesive gum (say 2 casks), fortunately having some preparation ready

I can dispatch it I expect on Monday or Tuesday next, indeed, I happen to have

part of a cask left of the former lot which if necessary might be sent off any time.

Having some very fine material just now from last seasons make I could have wished

that you had taken a ton or two. I shall keep in mind your hint to make it as adhesive

as possible, having a due regard to colour. The paper should be kept thin. If I do

not hear from you the 2 casks will be dispatched as before stated on Monday or

following day.

I am. See, &c.,

[Signed] JNO. RAWSTHORNE.

For the future let me have longer notice as arranged.

Messrs. Perkins, B.\con & Petch.

Fleet St.. London.
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(2S)

Manchester
;

Dec. 2, 1840.

Dear Sirs,

In conforinity to my last of the 25th nlto : two casks of tlic adhesive

gum have been forwarded yesterday per Mills & Co., to whom they are deli\-ered in

good condition. Invoice inclosed.

Every attention has been paid to produce the article as perfect as possible, and

I feel confident that it will answer my most sant^uine expectations. In yoiu' mxt
order please to give me a month's notice previously.

I hope Mr. Hill will not relax his efforts in perfecting the j)lan ne.xt Session

—

no money should be received—the use of the " Label " must be compulsory. May
I be permitted to enquire if you contemplate offering your assistance to carry

out the "Penny postage" scheme in the United States or in France} Surely

these countries so highly civilized will adopt the plan—if so, perhaps you will say a

word for my " adhesive gum." I can easily supply all that both countries might

require.

I remain, &c., Sec,

Signed] JNO. RA\VSTH()RNE.

Messrs. Perkins, Bacon & Petch,

69, Fleet St., London.

(20)

S. & T. ;

Dec. 12, 1840.

Dear Sir,

We have had some stamps returned as unsaleable, on account of a

difference in the gum, and Mr. Allen upon examining his stock finds to his great

mortification that he has more than a thousand in the same condition—sec sample.

He sent off 5,000 yesterday to the post office and is in fear that he may hear an ill

report of them. I request that you will take measures to let us have an early supply

of some which are properly done, as Mr. Allen has not 150, but which are defective,

and he does not know what number he may be called upon to exchange or how
speedily.

It may be that there is no great difference as to adhesive power, this I have not

tried, but this is of no great moment, for it is of no use to offer an article which the

public will not accept. I shall be obliged to you to inform me what \'ou think it best

to do with the stock we have, which is like the sheet sent herewith—this last at your

leisure.

I am, &c., &c.,

[Signed] EDWIN HILL.

J. B. Bacon, Esq.
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(30)

II, Downing Street;

Dec. 21, 1840.

Sir,

Having had my attention directed to a paragraph wliich hitcly appeared in a

Liverpool paper, stating that the gum on the Postage Labels produced cancer on the

tongue, I am desirous of being informed (jf the ingredients of which the gum is com-

posed (if you have no objection to afford the information), with the view of allaying

all apprehension on the subject hy niaking the ingredients publickly [sic) known.

I am, &c., &c.,

[Signed] ROWLAND HILL

Mr. J, R.WVSTHORNE.

P.S.—If you should feel any objection to the composition of the gum being made

public, please to say whether or not it contains anything which can affect the tongue,

or what will perhaps be still better, address a letter to some of the London papers,

stating that you are the manufacturer of the gum, and that it does not contain any-

thing deleterious.

(51)

Stamps and Taxes
;

23rd December, 1840.

Gentlemen,

I am directed by the Board to transmit to you for your explanation, copy

of a letter received from the General Post Office, relative to the want of the adhesive

composition upon Postage Label Stamps.

I am, &c., &c.,

[Signed] CHA. PRESSLV.

Messrs. Bacon & Petch.

( Copy. )

General Post Office ;

19th December, 1840.

Sir,

I have the honor to inform yt)U that complaints have been frequent of the

want of the adhesive composition upon the Penn}' Label Postage Stamps, and I beg

to request that j'ou will be pleased to bring the subject under the notice of the Com-

missioners of Stamps and Taxes.

I have, &c., &c.,

[Signed] THO. LAWRENCE,
Ass. Secty.

C. Pressly, Esq.,

Stamps and Taxes.
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(32)

Dear Sirs,

Manchester
;

24th Dor. 40.

Perhaps you may have seen an absurd para^'raph in the London n'papers
" that tlic adhesive stamps cause cancers ! in the opinion of scientific men," etc., etc.

The " John Bull " stated that it was extracted from the " Liverpool Mercury."

I have written to Egerton Smith to ascertain if it originated in his paper ?—previous

to publishing a contradiction to allay any apprehensions from such a silly paragrajih

—the material from which it is made is eaten daily in my own family in soups, milk,

etc. I am sure I have no need to enter more into the matter as regards yourselves,

you are quite aware that there is nothing deleterious in the gum when it leaves my
store, in fact if cancers can be produced by licking a slick of sii^ar, toffy or taking

molasses on bread, why then if one person could wet a few millions, at once, tliert'

might be some grounds for such a ridiculous charge.

I ha\-c written Mr. Hill per this post.

And remain, &c., &c.,

[Signed] JNO. KAWSTHORNE.

Messrs. Perkins, Bacon & Petch,

London.

{53)

69, Fleet Street
;

Deer. 2()th, 1S40.

Charles Pressly, Esq.

Sir,

We have the honor to acknowledge receipt of your letter dated the 23 Instant,

anne.xing Copy of one received by you from the General Post Office, relative to the

want of the Adhesive Composition upon Postage Label Stamps, and beg to state in

reply that a few weeks back on getting short of the Adhesive Composition we ordered

a fresh supply from Manchester, this was at the time we had but 3 presses at work,

immediately after we were orilered tn jnit on 5 presses some Gum was une.x])cctedlj'

exhausted bi'fore a supply arrived. In this di'liverenee we made a Gum which adhered

better than the other when first made, but which lost some of its adhesive quality by

time. From this only 3,223 that wi-re ])rinted .ind <>i this nuniix-r 1,510 that were

regummed the remainder gave to the Post Office, and it must be those of which Mr.

Lawrence complained, as all others have been from the same original Gumming and

coming from the same source. We have now a good supply and shall take care not

to be shoi t again.

We have, &c., &c.,

[Signed] PERKINS, BACON & PETCH.
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(34)

[Copy of paragrapli in tin- " ManilusliT ("ourici, " of Saturday, N(jvembcr 28th,

1840.]

" Adhesive Labels.—-It cannot bu too guncrally known that thu vwy numerous

cases of cancer which have recently prevailed are attributed, by the faculty and

scientific men, to moistening the adhesive postage stamjis with the tongue or lips.

A little new milk is preferable, and causes the stamp to slick inucli bitter, i)articularly

on smooth or glazed letter paper."

Sir.

Mr. T. Hmsl has liaudcd youi Irtlrr of yesterday's dale to iiie. re^jierting tlu'

arlicle Ihal appeared in llie " Manchester Cornier " of the 28th Novr. last, in reference

to the new post oflice labels, ri'cpiesling the name of its author.

In answer thereto I beg to inform you that he is so circumslaiKe<l witli regard

to his trade of a prinU'r and the writer's name of this \-ery foolish paragiaph that he

feels himself bound in honour not to disclosi' it (having pledged himself to that effect),

that he receivetl it as an advertisement and therefore he could haw had no design of

injuring you as the Government contractor of the adhesive gum, and utterly disclaims

such an intention. If, however, by any possibility it can have done so, he feels sorry ;

it may be called a poor attempt to perpetrate a joke, but with any reflecting person

nothing further, as the innuendo is too absurd to be credited, even for a moment, by

the weakest of its readers.

If 3'ou have any further connnunication to make with reference' to this mattiT

you will be good enough to address it to mc.

I am, &c., &c.,

[Signed] JA:\IES BAYLEV.

Warington ;

7th Jany.. 1841.

Mr. R.wvsthorne,

Chemist, &c., Manchester.

(Thomas Hurst, Bookseller, Warrington, is Agent for the " Manchester Courier,"

and to whom I wrote requesting the name of the party and address that sent the

advertisement. [Signed] Jno. Rawstiioune.)

{ 35 )

6(), Fleet Street
;

Jany. 20, 1841.

Dear Sir,

You are aware thai we lia\e heretofore treated all the attacks upon the

Postage Labels and gum with silent contempt, but there is a false and filthy attack

upon the gum in the " Weekly Dispatch " of Sunday last, which the Government

calls upon us to notice. (You will see it in the last page of that paper, at your reading



254 APPENDIX E.

room.) Now as the writer states what it is composed of we fear a simple denial of

the truth of his assertion will have little weight, unless we can say what are its real

ingredients—and wc wish to know whether you are willing we should give (in our

answer) all the ingredients used (their proportions we conceive to be quite unnecessary).

If you are, we shall oblige them to insert a severe denial of their own statements, or

enter an action against them. We think this attack much more dangerous than any
before it. Your reply by return of post will oblige.

Dear Sir, &c., &c.,

[Signed] PERKINS, BACON & FETCH.

J. Rawsthorne, Esq.

(36)

Inland Revenue,

Somerset House

January 13, 1855.

Gentlemen.

The Ctinmissioners of Inland Revenue desire to inform you that they

do not appro\e of the gum or glutinous wash with which the Postage Stamps pre-

pared by you under the Articles of Agreement of the 27th day of August, 1851, are

now covered at the back, and they require you in pursuance of such Articles to

provide forthwith a more tenacious and adhesive gum or wash, to be applied to the

Stamps to be hereafter made in lieu of that now used, and such as shall be approved

of by the Conmiissioners.

[Signed] JOHN WOOD.
CHA. PRESSLY.
C. J. IIERRIES.

To Messrs. Pekklns, Bacon & Fetch.

{37)

69, Fleet Street
;

[Jany. 15 ?] 1855.

HoNBLE. Sirs.

We beg to acknow^ledge the receipt of a letter from your Honble. Board
dated the 13th inst., infomiing us, that you " do not ajijjrove of the gum or glutinous

wash with which the Postage Stamps, prepared by us under the Articles of Agree-

ment of the 27th day of August. 1S51. arc now covered at the back and you require

us in pursuance of such articles to provide forthwith a more tenacious and adhesive

gum or wash, to be applied to the stamps to be hereafter made in lieu of that now-

used, and such as shall be approved of by the Commissioners."

\\'hen we were first honored with the contract, we adopted that gum or glutin

which Mr. Rowland Hill decidedly recommended after having had numerous specimens

laid before him and from that day to this we ha\'e never declined the adoption of

anything really beneficial, on the contrary we have given a fair trial to immense
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numbers of applications all making gruat profession, and the result has been a convic-

tion that we had obtained the best gum which could ix- procured from purely vegetable

matter. Vari(»us e.xptriments we also tried with animal gums, but as we were at

that time forbidden to use any article which would not keep swx-et several days in a

state of solution we were compelled to forego their use on that acccnmt alone.

The introduction of animal substance into the cement used upon the adhesive

Receipt Stamps, having been permitted, however, we have quite recently tried other

substances (in consequence of a comnumication made to us by Mr. Ormond Hill),

and by the use of a strong animal gum have supplied an entirely different article,

since about the commencement of the present quarter, and which we believe to be

equal in its adhesive qualities to any other gum yet in use. When submitted to the

examination of I\Ir. O. Hill it was as an experiment, and on a small scale, but wc
believe it will be found to be still more satisfactory now that it has been tried on a

large scale.

With a view to add any other advantages that can be obtained besides the

primary one of adhesiveness we are still making further experiments ourselves, and
in addition thereto have set on foot enquiries on the Continent of Europe as well as

elsewhere, and should we succeed in discovering a still better article than that recently

introduced will immediately communicate the result to your Honble. Board.

We may perhaps be permitted to say that it has always been our practice to

investigate every feasible offer of gum substitute entirely irrespective of cost. It is

obvious that an article might be discovered which offered superior properties, but

was too costly for use, but we have never yet met with a more costly gum which was
superior to that we employ.

We have, &c., &c.,

[Signed] PERKINS BACON & Co.

Tin: HoNBLE. the Commissioxeks

OF Inland Revenue.

(3«)

London
;

Aj)ril 13. 1855.

Dear Sir.

Your favor of the 8th inst. was not received until the noon of yesterday.

so that there must have been some unaccountable delay in its transmission. The
alterations you have made in our proposals arc not very material and therefore w'e

agree to them.

The party or a gentleman deputed by liim, we understand, will come over to

London any day he pleases, and you will kindly accompany him at an exjK'nse not

exceeding £15 for him and £7 for yourself : he will bring with him from 40 to solbs.

of the glutin or gum
;

just such as that he j>roposes to us to manufacture and for

which we will pay 6d. per lb. This quantity shall be immediately attached to the

sheets of stamps under his own inspection and direction, and by himself personally

if he pleases and if it answers our purpose we will pay £80 in cash and £70 more if

after a month's trial it still proves satisfactory and not being more than 2/- per gallon
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ready for use. We shall look for you on Tuesday or Wednesday ; the only notice

we require will be a few hours to use up the gum in the pans, and have them empty

to reeei\(' the new matter. We generally have 3 parties employed in laying on tiu'

gum, and I think we had better do so in the present instance so as to complete the

experiment without delay. In mentioning tliat our sheets are sometimes deliquisscnt

[sic) wc meant to say that although after being gummed they appear dry and turn

satisfactory, yet they sometimes afterwards collect moisture so that the sheets stick

together when subjected to the pressure occasioned by perforation, and not that we

ever purposely damp them after being gummed ; we really hope, however, that the

new article will be free from this drawback to its success. We arc quite as well

satisfied with our own sheet which you have returned us in a gummed state as with

any of the other specimens received from you, but cannot form a decided opinion as

we have before said from single sheets : it is evident, however, that the nature of our

paper will in itself be no obstacle to its success—please bring back the other sheets

with you as wc must be ready to account for the whole of them.

Hoping soon to have the pleasure of seeing you, and that the trial will prove

satisfactory.

We are, &c., &c.,

[Signed] Per Proc. PERKINS BACON & Co.,

J. P. Bicon.

Charles Wise Esq.

P.S.—If the party should wish anything more formally drawn up then tiiis letter

you are authorized to prepare it so that it embodies the foregoing, but if we obtain

from him an article that we find it desirable to use, we shall very cheerfully comply

with our engagements.

(39)

Inland Revenue,

Somerset House
;

April 28, 1853.

Gentlemen.

I have not yet been able to test the sheets gummed with the French

cement, as to its adhesiveness : but I have perforated a ream so prepared, and have

found one peculiarity which obliges me to ask you to (discontinue at once the use of

this gum upon any good sheets of our stamps. I refer to a much greater shrinkage :

which so much reduces the length of the sheets as to make them quite too small for

our perforating machines. Though this is a decided objection against the immediate

use of this gum, it is one which can easily be removed by an alteration of the machines.

And if it appears that there are advantages to be obtained by the adoption of this

cement, we shall be quite willing to have such alterations made. As far as we can

judge at present, this cement is fully as deliquescent as that you usually apply : and
it makes the sheets curl very much

I am, &c., &c.,

[Signed] ORMOND HILL.
Messrs. Perkins, Bacon & Co.
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(40)

London
;

April 30, 1855.

Wi' have received a note from .Mr. Hill, of which the following is a copy.

[Then follows a copy of the last letter dated April 28, 1855.]

The stamps alluded to were those gummed as well as mi.xed under M. Winter's

inspection, and Perkins thought at the time they would not answer. We have still

a lot which you agreed to have gummed by what is left of M. Winter's mi.xing, after

bringing it to a reasonable consistency, but although better than the others, we still

fear they will not answer, and yet have a strong opinion that if the material was

mixed and put upon the sheets by ourselves, or by any other person of practical

e.xpcricnce in such an operation it might then prove what is wanted. Acting for M.

Winter you object to our taking the materials preparing and gumming it in a means

we consider best ; we therefore think it is desirable that a party accustomed to such

operations in Paris should come over and mix the materials and see 500 sheets gummed.

By giving us previous notice he could leave Paris one day, arrive in Fleet Street

in the altcmoon in time to mix his materials and lock it up—sec Ihe sheets gummed
the next and return to Paris that night or the third day ; and although we did not

and do not now object to the £15, still that sum would pay all M. Winter's and his

reasonable expenses besides, so that both would be covered by such payment, and

although we are willing to send in the and lot, without such further trial, we fear it

would end in their condemnation and if a third lot was afterwards tried it would be

with a prejudice against them. With these facts and opinions before you, please

say what course we shall pursue. A letter arrived for you from Paris to-day which

we have forwarded by post. The £15 and £7 are ready any time you wish to have

them.

We are, &c., &c.,

[Signed] PERKINS, BACON & Co.

per il. L. Bacon.

Charles Wise, Esq.

(41)

Inland Revenue,

Somerset House ;

May 9, 1855.

Gentlemen,

We have carefully tried and tested the sheets of stamps cemented with

the gum as used in France ; and the conclusions I arrive at are :

—

ist. That it adheres well : but not so well or so readily as the last cement wlrich

I tested at your request, and which I understood was British gum with an admixture

of animal size.

2nd. The sheets of stamps show so great a propensity to curl as to render them

almost unmanageable either to perforate or to tell, i.e., count.

Q
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3rd. As to deliqufscfnce. I do not think thi-rc is any marked improvement :

thoiigli perhaps a very shght one. Ujjon the whole I prefer tlie gum as in use lately,

(I suppose at present) to this French gum : but should be glad to have something

without the faults of either.

I am, &.C., Sec,

Messrs. Perkins, Bacon & Co. [Signed] ORMOND HILL

(42)

Inland Revenue,

Somerset House
;

Gentlemen, July 31, i<S55.

In respeet to the giuii. of which you desired to have my opinion, and

with which the 17 reams you called my attention to, wine ci niented, I have to obsi'rvc :

1st. That it is easily remo\id from the stamji in wetting—too much so.

2nd. That if wetted and ai)plieil carefully, it adheres fairly : but not so iirmly

as the gum in regular use by you, or as the samples submitted to nic some weeks ago.

3rd. It is free from that ptculiarity of one of the samples, which made the sheets

curl to so troublesome an extent.

4th. As respects deliquescence : it appears about on a par with the gum you

ordinarily use.

5th. It certainly is not the same kind of cement as that with which the French

Postage Stamps are coated ; it is much inferior to it : and has scarcely any resem-

blance to it. Judging fnjm its ajipearance, taste and smell, and its qualities as a

cement, I sliould say that it is " British gum " such as you used formerly.

I am, &c., &c.,

Messrs. Perkins, Bacon & Co. [Signed] ORMOND HILL.

(43)

69, Fleet Street ;

Dear Sir, August 10, 1855.

I have received your favor of the 6th inst., enclosing the half sheet of

French I'ostage stamps, for which I am obliged, and which I now return herewith,

not as I believe any more torn or otherways injured than when I received it.

The gum certainly appears different from any of the samples sent us from Paris,

and the paper is very weak. I should like to try some experiments which of course

I could not do upon this sheet, but my son is going to Paris in a few days when he

can purchase a few sheets and thus enable me to accomplish that object. I thank

you for Thomas Martin's address and shall connnunicate with him.

I am, &c., &c.,

Ormond Hill, Esq. [Signed] JOSHUA BUTTERS BACON.
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Paris ; 24 September, 1855,

5, Rue du Pont Louis Philippe.

Messrs. Perkins, Bacon & Co.,

London.

Asking news from you in reply to the letter I addressed to you early in

the month, as well as a small bo.v containing gum, prepared for the use of our Postage

stamps, I am anxious to know if you have ri'ecived them.

Not being only personally interested in this affair, my associate wishes to know
if you will make fresh experiments in order to be thoroughly suited both as to the

quality and beauty of this gum.

I write tliis letter fearing that you have no more gum left out of the last barrel

that I sent you and that this cause has hindered your trial of it. In that case if you
will let me know it, I will hasten to send some.

Will you be good enough gentlemen to write mc a few words to tell me where

you arc in this matter. The trials we have since made have perfectly succeeded.

We have perforated several sheets of stamps as you do with yours and they have

not stuck together at all. I hope that the details as to the mode of preparing these

two kinds of gum will be sufficient to enable you to give a good account of them
yourselves. In the expectation of a favourable reply, receive gentlemen, the

assurance of my perfect consideration.

[Signed] L. WINTER.

You can write me in English, my Uncle will translate it for me.

(45)

[In reply to the last letter a long communication was sent to Mr. L. Winter, on

October 2nd, 1855, by Messrs. Perkins, Bacon & Co., which is not of sufhcient interest

to reproduce in full. The firm state therein that they had tried the two samples of

gum sent by Mr. Winter, but that neither of them was of suitable quality for the

Postage Stamps. They added that the gum they were then using answered the

purpose very well, and they did not think that it was worth Mr. Winter's while to

submit further samples.]

(46)

69, Fleet Street, E.C. ;

April 5, 1865.

Dear Sir,

With reference to the suggestion of the Secretary of the Post Office, that

the (juantity of gum on the postage labels should be somewhat increased, so that no

difhculty in affixing them may be experienced by anyone—we beg to state that in

our opinion the actual adhesiveness of the labels would not be increased by such a

course inasmuch as the object could be only attained by adding more dextrine to

the gum used, and thereby proportionately, though shghtly, decreasing the quantity
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of animal matter, in wliicli tlir main slirngtli lies : still as the gum wimUl look more

adhesive it might give the stamps a more popular appearance if the change were

made. It would of course involve an additional expense to us, but we do not wish

to tlimw any difficulty in the way of tli.it which may be considered desirable, on

that score.

We arc, &c., &c.,

O. Hill, Esq., [Signed] PERKINS BACON & Co.

Inland Revenue, Somerset House.

(47)

Inland Revenue,

Somerset House
;

De.^r Sir, Apl. iS, iS()5.

Referring again to the question of thickening the coating of cement upon

the Postage labels, concerning which you wrote to me on 5th inst., I am directed by

the Board to ask you to try what can be done by experimenting upon a small scale

and let us know the result.

Of course if any plan which you may find practicable entails e.xtra cost, so as to

necessitate an increased charge to us, you will be good enough to state what that will

amount to. As well as such other cxpt-riments as your experience may dictate,

please to try gumming twice over with gum slightly thinner so as to produce a coating

ab't once and a half the thickness of the present.

Yours, &c., &c.,

J. P. Bacon, Esq. [Signed] O. HILL.

(48)

Inland Revenue,

Somerset House
;

Enclose letter and sample of gum. May i, 1S65.

Dear Sir,

Herewith I send you a small sample of gum received from Paris at the

General Post Office here together with a translation of the letter which accompanied

it. You will perceive that the price delivered in London would be about 3d. pr lb.

If from the examination of this small sample you think there is promise in the

thing I should think you might do well to send to Paris for one lot of 100 kilos so

as to be able to give it a full trial. We have, of course, no immediate interest in the

matter. As soon as you have arrived at a conclusion cither from the small sample

or otherwise, will you kindly let me know the result in order that I may be able to

give a reply.

Yours, &c., &c.,

J. P. Bacon, Esq. [Signed] O. HILL.
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[Letters enclosed with the above.]

113 R. DE Flandre a la Villette,

Paris ;

Feb. 18, 1865.

To the Director of the Manufacture of Postage Stamps in London.

I have the lionour to bring under your notice a new product called

" Artificial Guin " which I discovered about two months ago. This substance bears

some resemblance to dextrine, but differs from it materially in not being acid, and
in remaining in a state of solution after if has been once dissolved. I send you by
to-day's post 100 grammes (about 4 oz.) of it as a sample. I hope you will be

induced to give it a trial. I feel assured you will be satisfied with it.

This gum is now exclusively used for the manufacture of French postage stamps

—the use of all other gums having been abandoned in its favour.

The saving effected by its use is very considerable. I could deliver it to j^ou in

London at the nett price of 65 frs. per 100 kilos = 22ofbs. without discount—while

at the present time Senegal gum is selling at 240 francs and even 260 francs. As

it contains no foreign substance it does not require filtering—Senegal gum cannot

be used without.

To prepare it for use it simply requires dissolving in water. The quantity of

water used to be regulated by the degree of consistency required. Care should be

taken to stir the mixture whenever water is added. More gloss is obtained by using

the gum in a heated state.

To heat it, it is only necessary to place it on a slow fire and to stir it until it

gently simmers ; it will then be entirely dissolved and ready for use.

I cannot too strongly urge you to give this gum a trial. I will send any quantity

you wish as a sample.

I am, &c., &c.,

[Signed] CHAS. BOUTON.

Paris
;

April 7, 1865.

To the Postmaster-General, London.

Sir,

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 28th ult.,

No. 17,884, in which you inform me that you have not received the sample of " Arti-

ficial Gum " for gumming postage labels which I had forwarded to you. I beg to

inform you that I have now sent another 40Z. sample of the gum througli the General

Post Oflice. If this quantitv is not sufficient for a trial 1 will send more if you will

send me word to that effect.

The gum may be dissolved either cold or in a heated state. The latter is the

quicker method. It may be mixed in about the same proportions as the true gum.

I have, &€., &c.,

[Signed] C. BOUTON.
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(49)

69, Fleet Street, E.C. ;

Dear Sir, May 3, 1865.

Wo forward you herewith six sheets of P.S. gummed with the French

larina. It is a very good and a very cheap farina, but nothing else. If you are

satisfied with it and wisli us to substitute it for tlie present gum, we sliould be tlie

gainers in the long run, though our present factory would be rendered useless.

We are, &c., &c.,

O. Hill, Esq., [Signed] PERKINS, BACON & Co.

Inland Revenue, Somerset House.

( 50 )

Inland Revenue,

Somerset House, W.C. ;

With a parcel. 4 May, 1S65.

My Dear Sir,

I return herewith the six sheets gummed with the sample of farina from

Paris, and thank you for your attention to the matter. The appearance seems

better : the adhesiveness about the same as usual. I will defer saying more until

I am in a position to speak concerning the four reams gummed for experiment, the

last of which I have not yet tested.

Yours, &c., &c.,

J. P. Bacon, Esq. [Signed] O. HILL.

(51)

Inland Revenue,

Somerset House, W.C. ;

My Dear Sir, ii May, 1865.

In re the gum and the experiments you have tried for us. We find a

decided superiority in the last ream (the 4th) sent to us on 2nd inst., both as respects

facility and firmness of adhesion. The weight of this ream shows that the quantity

of gum borne upon its sheets is much above the usual quantity.

I should be glad now to know at what extra charge you would be willing to gum
all the sheets in this manner and with this quantity of gum : also what would be the

additional cost to us in case of our adopting either of the changes illustrated by your

three earlier experimental reams.

As respects the French farina, a sample of which I sent you, I should like you

to do just as you like, either adopt it or not as may suit you best. But as I want to

give an answer concerning it to the General Post Office, I should be glad to know
whether you have any intention of using it or trying it on a larger scale.

Yours, &c., &c.,

J. P. B.\coN, Esq. [Signed] O. HILL.
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(52)

69, Fleet Street, E.C. ;

Dear Sir, May 12, 1865.

To speak first, in reply to your favor, of the French dextrine (as I ought

to have called it)—we do not see anything in the nature of the sample sent to lead us

to go further into the matter, unless you desired it, which you do not. We believe

it to be just the same article as was offertid us some time since from tlie same quarter,

and which we then tried more fully, without finding any reason to take it up.

With reference to the experiments with increased gum, we cannot arrive at any

satisfactory conclusion as to the cost after only trying 500 sheets of each sort. We
believe that the charge wc should be compelled to ask for the 4ft. sample would be

^d. (one halfpenny) per 1,000 labels, which would involve to the Govt, an addi-

tional outlay of probably £1,500 per annum, and in our opinion with no appreciable

advantage to the public. In the sum indicated, no allowance is made for increased

spoilage, which we believe would be very considerable, and, in fact, we could give

no estimate of cost without at least gumming the whole of one day's work in tlie

way proposed and even then it would depend very much upon the weather wliat

the extra spoilage would be. In a brisk wind sheets already gummed would curl up

under the brush in a most perplexing manner, while on a damp day, they would be

much more manageable. The cheapest of tlic 4 alterations would be No. 3 (middling

thick gum once laid on) which would certainly not cost more than Jd. per 1,000

extra, but still we could not commit ourselves to any price without further trial.

Any system which involved twice gumming would necessitate double the space

at present required for gumming, and which would consume all oiu- new accommo-

dation at (Mice.

We are, &c.. Sec,

Ormond Hill, Esq., (Signed] PERKINS, BACON & Co.

Inl.ind Revenue.

(53)

Inland Revenue,

Somerset House ;

Dear Sir, May 18, 1865.

I have had some unofficial communication with the Post Office authorities

since the receipt of yours of the 12th inst.. in which you say that you think the adop-

tion of tlie mode of gumming and quantity of gum shown in experimental ream. No. 4,

would entail an extra cost of id. per 1. 000 labels, and the result is that it is wished

that you should try the experiment on such a scale as would enable you to speak

positively on this point. Please to do this at your earliest convenience and have the

goodness to have every ream specially gummed so marked that we may readily

distinguish them when sent in : as for obvious reasons wc wish to be careful not to

issue these reams until the (lucstion lie settled.

Yours, (S:c., &c.,

J. P. Bacon, Esq. [Signed] O. HILL.
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(54)

69, Fleet Street, E.C. ;

May 26, 1865.

Dear Sir,

Having now gummed 11,000 Sheets by the double process, we are in a

better position to speak of the cost arising from this change of operation, if carried

out. We find that the cost of material is less than double, being as 4 '2 to 7/- : that

the cost of labour is one half more than double, being as 3/4 to 84 : that the extra

spoilage will probably be on the average 500 Sheets or one Ream to 40,000 Sheets.

Wc should be willing to meet all this for an extra charge of Jd. (one halfpenny) per

1,000 labels, but in naming this sum we are not charging a profit price, or a price

at which we could undertake any new work. There are serious inconveniences

attending this alteration, the greatest of which is the additional room which will be

required for gimiming. This will swallow up all the additional accommodation provided

by our new floor above the counting house, and leave us crippled in view of prospective

increase in the demand for Postage Stamps. We shall be happy to supply any

further information you may desire and still more happy to learn that the Postage

Authorities decline to incur this unnecessary waste of money (as we cannot but consider

it to be).

We are, &c., &c.,

[Signed] PERKINS, BACON & Co.

O. Hill, Esq.

(55)

Inland Revenue,

Somerset House,

London, W.C.

15 June, 1865.

Gentlemen,

The Board have had before them the letters wliich you have addressed to

Mr. Ormond Hill, of this Department, relative to increasing the quantity of gum
used for the penny postage label stamps.

I am directed to acquaint you that the Board accept j'our offer to put two coats

of gum upon each sheet of these label stamps, for an extra charge of one halfpenny

per thousand labels, and I am to request that you will proceed with this plan without

delay.

The Solicitor will prepare for your execution a contract to the above eftect.

I am, &c., &c.,

Signed] T. SARGENT.
Messrs. Perkins, Bacon & Co.
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(56)

69, Fleet Street, E.C. ;

Aug. 26. 1865.

Dear Sir,

In reply to your favor of yesterday's date, in reference to the twice

gumming of the P. Stamps, we beg to state that we are still waiting for the Solicitor

Department, having heartl nothing whatever on the subject. We are ready to com-

mence the operation at short notice.

We are. &c., &c.,

[Signed] PERKINS BACON & Co.

O. Hill, Esq.,

Inland Revenue.

(57)

69, Fleet Street, E.C. ;

Sept. 29, 1865.

Dear Sir,

I return the Draft contract, regarding which I have no remark to make,

except that it will take three weeks from the time of our receiv'ing the final order

to commence the Double Gumming before we shall be in a position to deliver such

sheets to the Warehouse Keeper.

1 am, &c., &c.,

[Signed] J. P. BACON.
E. H. Tilsley, Esq.,

Inland Revenue,

Somerset House.

(58)

Inland Revenue,

Somerset House, W,C. ;

17 Oct., 1866.

My Dear Sir,

The year during which it was agreed that you were to put a second

coating of gum upon the id. and 2d. Postage labels will terminate on 23rd inst.

But I WTite now to tell you that there is no intention on the part of the Board
to discontinue this double gumming ; and that a formal negotiation with your firm

for the perpetuation of the contract will I expect be opened in a few days.

Yours, cS:c., &c.,

[Signed] O. HILL.

J. P. Bacon, Esq.
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Copies of Contracts madr between tlie Government and the firm of Perkins,

Bacon.

(I)

Copy of the First Contract for the supply of One Penny and Two Pence Postage

Stamps made between the Commissioners of Stamps and Taxes and Messrs. Perkins,

Bacon & Petch.

ARTICLES of AGREEMENT made the 13th day of April 1840 Between Joshua

Butters Bacon and Henry Petch carrying on the business of Engravers and Copper

and Steel Plate Printers at No. 69 Fleet Street in the City of London under the

Style or Firm of Perkins, Bacon & Petch, of the one part and the Undersigned Com-
missioners of Stamps and Taxes for and on behalf of Her Majesty of the other part

WHEREAS the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty's Treasury have under the

authority of an Act passed in the 2nd and 3rd years of the Reign of Her present

Majesty for the further regulation of the Duties on Postage, directed that certain

Stamps of the description hereinafter mentioned amongst others expressing or

denoting the Duties of one penny and two pence respectively on the Postage of Letters

shall be prepared and issued by and under the direction of the Connnissioncrs of

Stamps and Taxes for the purpose of being affixed to Letters : vizt. Adhesive Stamps

or Stamps on small pieces of paper with a glutinous wash at the back which may be

attached to Letters either before or after they are written and have ordered and

directed the Commissioners of Stamps and Taxes to provide proper and sufficient

Dies and other Lnplcments as by the said Act they are also authorised for printing

or impressing the said Stamps and have approved of a design for such Stamps, the

same being a fine steel plate Engraving by Heath of Her Majesty's Head reduced

from Wyon's City Medal with an Engine turned back ground by the said Messrs.

Perkins, Bacon & Petch, such Stamps to be printed on sheets of the said paper each

sheet containing 240 impressions the several impressions being exact fac-similes of

one another, except that they arc to be distinguished by certain combinations of the

letters of the Alphabet. AND WHEREAS the said Joshua Butters Bacon and Henry

Petch have agreed with the Commissioners of Stamps and Taxes to provide and

make the plates for printing the said Stamps and to print and deliver the same in

manner and upon the terms hereinafter mentioned. Now therefore the said Joshua

Butters Bacon and Henry Petch for themselves and the survivor of them hereby

Contract and agree with the said Commissioners of Stamps and Taxes that they will

at the price or for the reward hereinafter mentioned prepare and complete for the

purpose of printing the Stamps aforesaid so many fine steel plates as the Com-

missioners of Stamps and Taxes shall require and shall be requisite, and will engrave

or impress upon each of such plates in such manner as the said Commissioners shall
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approve 240 copies or fac-similcs of the design before mentioned with such com-

binations of the letters of the Alphabet as the Commissioners of Stamps and Taxes

sliall direct, and will provide and prepare all the apparatus necessary for printing

the Stamps therewith, and will print off to the satisfaction of the said Commissioners

upon paper to be furnished by them the said Commissioners any quantities of such

Stamps that the said Commissioners shall require with proper ink of any practicable

colour or colours that the said Commissioners shall direct, provided such quantities

do not exceed for two months next after the first delivery thereof the rate of 300,000

Stamps per day and will dry and press the same and cover them at the back in a

proper and sufficient manner for use with such gum or glutinous wash as the said

Commissioners shall approve to be provided by and at the expence of the said Joshua

Butters Bacon and Henry Fetch and will deliver the said Stamps in a fit and proper

condition for use in such quantities and at such times as the said Commissioners shall

appoint at the Head Office for Stamps and Taxes or wheresoever else in London or

Westminster they shall require, the first of such deliveries of any quantity not exceed-

ing the rate aforesaid to be made on or before the 21st day of April instant. AND the

Undersigned Commissioners of Stamps and Taxes for and on behalf of Her Majesty

Her Heirs and Successors hereby undertake and agree with the said Joshua Butters

Bacon and Henry Fetch to pay or cause to be paid to them or the survivor of them

the rate or price of seven pence halfpenny for every one thousand Stamps that they

the said Joshua Butters Bacon and Henry Fetch or the survivor of them shall so

print off and deliver in manner and in the condition aforesaid, such payments to be

made quarterly (that is to say) within twenty one days after the 5th day of July the

tenth day of October the 5th day of January and the fifth day of April for all such

Stamps delivered upon or previous to the said respective quarter days.

AND it is hereby further Agreed between the said parties that all necessary

Drawings, Original Dies, Plates and other matters and things necessary for the purposes

aforesaid shall be provided by and at the expence of the said Joshua Butters Bacon

and Henry Fetch or the survivor of them and that the Frinting of the said Stamps

and completing the same fit for use shall be done in rooms or offices and with machinery

and fittings up to be also found and provided by and at the expence of the said Joshua

Butters Bacon and Henry Fetch or the survivor of them, such rooms and offices to be

approved of by the said Commissioners and which shall be appropriated and used

exclusively for the purposes aforesaid and that the Dies and plates to be used for the

purposes aforesaid shall be deposited in such place or places as the said Commissioners

shall direct and in a box or boxes or other inclosure provided by the said Com-

missioners with two or more different locks the key of one of which shall be kept by

the said Joshua Butters Bacon and Henry Fetch and the key or keys of the other or

others of the said locks shall be kept by such person or persons as the said Com-

missioners shall appoint in that behalf And that the making and preparing of all such

Dies and Plates as aforesaid and the printing of the said Stamps and other the matters

and tilings to be done in completing the said Stamps for use as aforesaid and the

delivery of the same sliall be under the superintendence of such person or persons

being an Officer or Officers of the said Commissioners as they the said Conmvissioners

shall appoint, and under such regulations and directions for the Security of the said

Dies Plates Stamps and Fajier and other\\ise as the said Commissioners shall from

time to time make or give in that behalf. Provided always that the said Com-

missioners shall not by any such regulations or directions restrain or pre\cnt the
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the said Josluia Butters Bacon and Ilinry Fetch or the survivor of them or their

servants or workmen from working in the manufacture and completion of such stamps

in the said rooms and offices between the hours of 7 in the morning and 8 in the evening

on any day on which such work may lawfully be performed. And it is further Agreed

that the said Commissioners and their said Officers and any other person and persons

authorized by them in that behalf shall at all times have free access to all and every

of the rooms and offices aforesaid, and have all proper and necessary control over

the persons to be employed and engaged in printing the said Stamps and preparing

the same for use. And it is Agreed that this contract and agreement shall be and

remain in force for the printing and delivering of such Stamps for the term of one

year from the day of the first delivery of anj' such stamps provided the ]iowcrs and

authorities of the said Commissioners herein shall so long continue under and by

virtue of the said Act or any other Act made for the continuance or amendment of

the same or under the orders and directions of the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty's

Treasury or otherwise. And lastly the said Joshua Butters Bacon and Henry Fetch

do hereby undertake and agree that they or the survivor of them shall and will when-

ever they or he shall be thereunto required by or on behalf of the said Commissioners

after the expiration of the time limited for the continuance of this Contract and

Agreement utterly deface and destroy in the presence of such person or persons as

the said Commissioners shall name in that behalf all the Drawings Original and other

Dies and Plates which shall have been provided made or used for the ])urp()Ses

aforesaid.

In witness, etc.

(2)

Copy of the Contract for the supply of Halfpenny Fostage Stamps made between

the Commissioners of Inland Revenue and Messrs. Ferkins, Bacon & Co.

ARTICLES of AGREEMENT made the eighteenth day of May One thousand

eight hundred and seventy Between Henry Maiden and Jacob Ferkins Bacon carrying

on in Copartnership with other persons the business of Engravers and Copper and

Steel Flate Frinters at No. 69 Fleet Street in the City of London under the style or

Firm of Ferkins, Bacon & Co. and which said Copartnership or Firm is hereinafter

designated the Firm of the one part and The Commissioners of Inland Revenue for

and on behalf of Her Majesty of the other part. WHEREAS the said Firm under an

Agreement dated the third day of December one thousand eight hundred and sixty

one have provided and made under proper authority certain Steel plates for the

purpose of printing Stamps for expressing or denoting the Duties of One Fenny and

Twopence respectively on the postage of Letters which plates have been used by the

said Firm under the directions of the said Commissioners for printing on Faper provided

by the said Commissioners Fostage Stamps for the use of Her Majesty. AND whereas

it has been agreed between the said parties that the Firm shall manufacture for the

use of Her Majesty a Stamp to denote Postage of the value of One halfpenny.

It is agreed as follows.

THE Firm shall provide the paper to be used in the manufacture of the said

Stamps which is to be precisely similar, except in size and watermark to that now

supplied by the said Commissioners for printing the Stamps of One Fenny and Two-
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pence by the Finn uiulci the siiid Contract of the tlurcl December one thousand eight

hunihx'd and sixty one.

THE Paper is to be made at a Mill to be approved (jf by the Commissioners under

the supervision of an Ofiicer or Officers to be appointed by the Commissioners who
shall take into his or their possession all such paper as soon as made and keep the

same in some secure place or places until ordered by the Connnissioneis to be given

up to the Fii m for delivery at the Inland Revenue Office, Somerset House. The
said Officer or Officers to have charge also of and keep in some secure place or places

when not in use the implements called Moulds used for making the said paper. The
said Moulds and the said places f(jr keeping tlie same to be provided by and at the

expcnce of the Firm.

TllE Firm undertake to deliver at the Inland Revenue Office at Somerset House

such quantities of paper and at such times as the Commissioners shall require upon

Orders to be issued by the Commissioners directed to their Officer or Officers in charge

of the Paper at the Mill. The Sheets of Paper so provided by the Firm shall be of

uniform thickness and a ream of such Sheets shall not exceed in weight twelve pounds

four ounces. Any ream exceeding this weight may be rejected by the Commissioners

or their Officer.

THE Firm shall at or for tiie price hereafter mentioned prepare and complete

for the purpose of printing the Stamps aforesaid so many fine Steel plates and also

so many dies and rollers for the purpose of making the said Plates respectively as the

Commissioners of Inland Revenue for the time being shall from time to time require

and engrave or impress upon each of such Plates in such manner as the said Com-
missioners shall approve four hundred and eighty copies or fac-snnilies of the engraving

of a design for a Postage Stamp of One halfpenny as shall have been approved by the

said Commissioners with such letters or combination of the letters of the Alphabet

and figures to denote the current number of the Plate as the Commissioners shall

direct and provide all the Machinery and apparatus necessary for printing the Stamps

therewith and print off from the said Plates in a good and workmanlike manner to

the satisfaction of the said Connnissioners any quantities of such Stamps that they

shall require with ink to be approved of by the Commissioners of a fugitive nature

of a light green color or any other practicable color which the Connnissioners may
desire, and dry and press the said Stamps and cover them at the back in a proper

and sufficient manner and to the satisfaction of the Commissioners with such gum or

glutinous wash as the said Commissioners shall approve to the same amount as the

said Firm are now by the said Contract and a Contract dated the twelfth April one

thousand eight hundred and sixty seven are bound to place on the backs of the said

Postage Stamps of One penny and Twopence. The said ink and the said gum or

wash to be provided by and at the expence of the said Firm.

THE Firm shall deliver the same Stamps in a fit and proper condition for use at

the Inland Revenue Office Somerset House or wherever else in London or Westminster

they shall require before the twenty fourth day of September next one hundred million

Stamps and after that date they shall delivi'r such quantities and at such times as the

Connnissioners shall appoint.

EVERY sheet of paper provided by the Firm shall have upon it such watermark

or watermarks as shall be required and approved of by the Commissioners.

THE Commissioners of Inland Revenue on the due performance from time to

time on the part of the said Finn of the provisions herein contained shall pay or
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cause to he jiaid t(i llu' said Finn lor such Stamps the sum of Sixpence for every one

thousand Stamps printed oil and dehvered in manner and in the condition aforesaid

^such payments to be made quarterly that is to say, on the first day of January,

the first day of Ajjril, tlie first day of July and the first day of October in every year

for all such Stamps delivered upon or previous to the said respective quarter days.

ALL necessary drawings original engravings dies plates and other matters and

things necessary for the puri)oscs aforesaid shall be pro\-ided by and at the expence

of the Firm

THE printing of the said Stamps and the completing of the same fit for use shall

be done in rooms or offices and with machinery and fittings up to be also found and

provided by and at the expence of the said Firm sucli rooms and offices to be approved

of by the said Commissioners and to be appropriated and used exclusively Tor the

purpose of manufacturing Postage Stamps under this or any Contract with the said

Conmfissioners now in force, and the said rooms and Offices and the access thereto

shall be at all times kept by the said Firm in a clean and wholesome state and all

proper means and precaution shall be taken by them to the satisfaction of the said

Commissioners to prevent loss or damage by fire.

THE said rooms or offices shall have only one external or entrance door upon

which shall be affixed and kept in proper condition by the said Firm a lock to be

approved by the said Commissioners or their Officer appointed to superintend the

Printing as hereinafter mentioned and who shall by means of such lock secure the

door whenever he shall think proper, the Firm to be allowed to place upon such door

another lock and to keep the key thereof—the said door to be locked by means of

such last mentioned lock, and also if thought necessary by both locks on every

temporary cessation of printing.

NO paper whatever shall be brought into airy of the said rooms or offices except

such as shall be delivered by the said Commissioners under this Agreement.

THE said Officer shall be at liberty to reject as spoiled all such sheets of Stamps

as shall not be printed and completed to his satisfaction, and all such rejected sheets

shall be delivered to the said Commissioners or their Officer to be cancelled or

destroyed.

ONCE in every year or oftencr if required by the said Commissioners the Firm

shall suspend for a period not exceeding two whole days the printing of such Stamps

and all the process connected therewith and shall so arrange all the sheets printed

and unprinted in their hands as to allow a proper account to be taken thereof by the

Officers of the Commissioners, and if upon taking any account there shall appear to

be any deficiency in the quantity of pajjcr which ought to be in the hands of the said

Firm the paper so deficient shall be deemed to be fully stamped with One halfpenny

Stamps and the Firm shall be answerable for the Duties denoted or assumed to be

denoted thereby and the amount thereof shall be deducted from any money to be

thereafter paid to them by or by direction of the said Commissioners.

ALL the engravings dies rollers and plates to be made or at any time in the process

of making for any of the purposes aforesaid shall be deposited in such place or places

as the said Comnnssioners shall direct and in a box or boxes or other enclosure provided

by the said Firm and approved by the said Commissioners—each box or enclosure

having two or more different locks—the key of one of such locks to be kept by the

said Firm and the key or keys of the other or others of such locks to be kept by the

Conunissioners or some person appointed by them.
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THE Finn ^liall also make before the end of the current year and deposit in the

Safe in which are deposited the reserve dies and plates of the id. Stamp to be there

kept as aforesaid one flat die, one roller die, having thereon not less than seven im-

pressions and two completed plates.

THE making and preparing of all such dies rollers and plates as aforesaid and

the printing of the said Stamps and other the matters and things to be done in com-

pleting the said Stamps for use as aforesaid and the delivery of the same shall be

under the superintendence of such person or persons being an Officer or Officers of the

said Commissioners as they the said Commissioners shall from time to time appoint

—

and under such regulations and directions for the security of the said dies, plates.

Stamps and papers and otherwise as the said Commissioners shall from time to time

make or give in that behalf. Provided that the said Commissioners shall not, except

for the purpose of taking an account of the Sheets as aforesaid by any such regulations

or directions restrain or prevent the said Firm or their Servants or Workmen from

woiking in the said Rooms or Olhces between the hours of Seven in the morning and

Eight in the evening on arty day on which such work may lawfully be performed if

necessary for the production of the quantities of Stamps required.

The Commissioners and their said Officers and any other persons authorised by
them in that behalf shall at all times have free access to all the rooms and Offices

used for any of the purposes of this Agreement and have all proper and necessary

control over the same and the persons to be employed and engaged in making or

preparing the said dies, plates, or rollers and in printing the said Stamps and preparing

the same for use.

THE said Firm wlieiievcr thereunto required by or on behalf of the said Com-
missioners after the expiration of this Agreement shall utterly deface and destroy

in the presence of such person or persons as the said Commissioners shall name in

that behalf all the drawings, original and other dies, plates and rollers which shall

have been provided made or used or the purposes aforesaid. AND IT IS HEREBY
FURTHER AGREED by the said Firm that they will adopt any improvement in

the manufacture or design of the said Stamps or the introduction of any other

description of Stamps which experience or the progress of Art may shew to be desirable

and which the Commissioners of Inland Revenue may approve and require, com-

pensation being paid to them by the said Commissioners for anj- additional expencc

to which they shall be put by reason of their adopting any improvement which shall

be so required the amount of such compensation to be determined by the Commissioners

of Her Majesty's Treasury.

Provided also that it shall be competent after the expiration of twelve months

from the date hereof for either party hereto to give twelve months notice to determine

this Contract.

Provided also that any such Notice given by the Commissioners of Inland Revenue

to determine this Contract may be recalled and cancelled by them within six months

from the date of such Notice.

[Signed] W. H. STEPHENSON.
C. J. HERRIES.

Witness „ HENRY ROBERTS.
Wm. Lomas

Asst. Secretary

Inland Revenue,
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Extracts from the Engraving Book of Perkins Bacon.

1840.

Jan.
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1842.

Feb. II

March 12

June 17

Aug. 19

Sept. 12

Nov. 1

1

Dec. 6

Engraving twenty-eighth plate Queen's Heads. No. 24.

Finishing twenty-ninth

thirtieth

thirty-first

thirty-second

thirty-third

thirty-fourth

Postage Labels.

.^

No. 25.

No. 26.

No. 27.

No. 28.

No. 29.

No. 30.

1843.

Jan.

Feb.

April

June

Aug.

Aug.

Oct.

1844.

Jan.

26

8

14

12

3

(entry

5

16

(entry

16

(entry

16

17

13

Feb.

5

30

16

22

May I

15

June 19

24

Sept. 7

1848.

Nov. 25

Finishing thirty-fifth plate. Postage Labels. No. 31.

Engraving thirty-si.xth ,, ,, ,, No. 32.

Finishing thirty-seventh ,, ,, ,, No. 33.

thirty-seventh [38th] ,, ,, No. 34.

thirty-eighth [39th] ,, ,, No. 35.

omitted previously.)

thirty-ninth [40th] „ ,. No. 36.

fortieth [41st] ,, ,, No. 37.

omitted previousl3'.)

forty-first [42nd] „ ,, No. 38.

omitted pre\iously.)

forty-second [43rd] ' „ „ No. 39.

forty-third [44th] „ „ No. 40.

[no numbers given] ,, „ No. [41].

Finishing [no numbers given] Plate Postage Labels. No. [42].

No.
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i85o.

Jan. 3

Feb. 14

21

1851.

Dec. 13

16

1854.

April 27

May
Dec.

23

7

13

19

29

1855-

Jan. 5

10

18

26

30

Feb. 6

14

21

28

March 8

15

24

29

April 4

18

21

7

8

12

30

5

12

19

22

23

2

17

30

May

May

June

July

APPENDIX G.

Altering Postage Plate from 100 to No. 95 in place of Plate 95

spoiled.

Finishing Postage Plate No. 100 in place of Plate altered from

No. 100 to No. 95.

Finishing Postage Plate No. loi.

Engraving Star to Postage Plates Nos. 130, 131, 120, 127, 121.

Nos. 116, 118, 119, 122, 128,

125. 123, 124, 129.

Repairing Postage Plate No. 155.

No. 176.

Finishing ,, ,, No. I (new die).

No. 2.

„ No. R15.

No. 3.

Finishing Postage Plate No. 4.

„ No. R16.

No. 5.

No. 6.

No. 7.

„ No. 8.

No. 9.

>, No. 10.

No. II.

No. 12.

No. 13.

No. 14.

,. No. 15.

" without " legend (16).

No. 17.

„ No. 18.

Adding margin to Postage Plate, finished April 4th.

Finishing Postage Plate No. 19.

No. 20.

No. 21.

No. 22.

No. 23.

No. 24.

No. 19 [should be R19].

Altering Postage Plates from No. 23 to R17 and No. 24 to R18.

Finishing Postage Plate No. R20.

No. 23.

No. 24.
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1856.
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Jan.
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I84I.
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1870.
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Essays

1878.

June 29

1879.

Jan.
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Number of stamps printed ol the Two Pence, blue, 1840, Plates i and 2.

PLATE I.
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Aug

PLATE 2.
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Copies of Invoices of tlie deliveries of sheets of the Postage stamps furnished by

Pei"kins Bacon to the Coiiiiiiissioners of Stamps and Taxes.

Date
1840.

April 15

18

21

22

23

24

25

27

28

29

30

Public,

id. 2d.

Official. Niglit

Id. Work.

I

I

800

I

700

500

I

1,000

500

2

500

1,500

1,000

6,506

15

13

15

Mr. Prt'ssly [Imprunalur shwls Plate 1

and" V.R." Piatt-.]

Mr. R. Hill

Mr. Prossly [Imprimatur sheet

Plate 2.]

Delivered to make up supposed de-
ficiency.'whicli we deny.

Mr. jPri'ssIy [Imprimatur sheets Plates
I and 2.1

13 sheets id. " OUicial" Post Oftice.

6,521 sheets 240 each = 1,565,040 stamps.

May I
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Sept.

APPENDIX 1
i
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1840.



28S APPENDIX 1.

1840.



APPENDIX I. 289

I84I.
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Memorandum of the execution of Warrant Numbers i to 9 of 1841 :

—

Received 125.018 sheets. Delivered, good . . 117,968 id.

May

June 2

3

4

5

7

8

9
10

II

14

15

16

spoilt

4,919 2d.

2,131 id. 2d.

125,018 sheets.

184 1.
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184 1.
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I84I.
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1842

Jan.

1 841.



I
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Memorandum of the execution of W'anant numbers 20 to 27 of 184X.

Received



i842.

Feb. 17 .

,

.. 18 ..

., 19 ..

21 . ,

M;

9
10

II

12

14

15

16

id.

APPENDIX i.

1842.

29!

id.

27,210 Brought forward

2,000

1,000

934 2d.

2,000

2,000

Feb. 22

.. 23

„ 24

.. 25

„ 26

35, 144 Brought forward

2,000

2,000

2,000

1.374

2,000

35,144 Carried forward

44,518 sheets 240 each

44.518

10,684,320 labels.

Id.

1,000

1. 000

2,000

1,000

1,000

I

1. 000

1. 000

1,000

1,000

2,000

2,000

1,000

1,000

1.253

Mr. Pressly [Imprimatur
sheet, Plate 24).

Mar. 17

„ iS

19

21

22

23

24

26

28

29

30

31

Id.

17,254 Brought forward

500

1,000

I

1,000

1,000

1,000

1,000

2,000

2,000

2,000

1,000

2,000

932

Mr. Pr<*s5!y [Imprimatur
sheet, Plate 25].

2d.
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Nov. 16

17

18

19

21

22

23

24

Dec.

9
10

12

13

14

15

Id.
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June 27

„ 29

,. 30

APPENDIX I.

Id.

40,729 Brought forward

2,000

1,950

133
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1843- Id.

44,829 Brought forward

Aug. 28 .
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1843.

Nov. 7

10

II

13

14

15

lb

17

18

20

Id.

I

2.000

2,000

2,000

2,000

2,000

2,000

1,000

2.000

500

I

1.500

500

1843- Id.

Mr. Pressly [Imprimatur
shccl, Plate 41].
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1844.

Mar. 22

23

25

26

27

28

APPENDIX I.

Id.

24 801 Brouglit forward

2,000

2,000

2, 000

2,000

2,000

2,000
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1845-

Jan. 4

31

Feb. .

.

Mar. ..

April 15

30

May ..

June .

.

July 9

31

Aug.

Sept.

Oct.

Nov.

Dec.

1846.

Jan. 2

5

.. 31

Feb. ..

Mar. ..

April 5

30

May .

.

June .

.

July 3

.. 31

Aug. .

.

Sept. .

.

Oct. 9

31

Nov. .

.

Dec. .

.

1847.

Jan.

Feb.

Mar.

April

May
June

July 5

31

Aug.

Sept.

Id.

7.285

40.669

48686

51948
23,866

32,000

49,803

55203

18,978

17.615

60,745

44 669

45.192

53.681

60,100

3643
3,000

53.804

49 002

62,650

8,500

58,126

69.435

22,000

5.115

64.755

45844
30.825

19.500

32.973

67,949

65590

56554

66,429

61.737

46,292

64.551

69.483

6,419

56.745

52.710

62,496

rjan. 8. 1 Mr. Pressly. Imprimatur sheet,

Plate 5.1I.

[Jan. ^o. I .\Ir. Pressly. Imprimatur sheet,

Plate 54].

[Feb. 8. I Mr. Pressly. Imprimatur sheet,

Plate 551.
Feb. 26, I Mr. Pressly. Imprimatur sheet,

Plate 56J.

(May 10. 2 Mr. Pressly.

Plates 57, ,sSJ.

[June 26. 2 Mr. Pressly.

Plates 59, 60J.

Imprimatur sheets,

Imprimatur sheets,

[.^u, ;. IS- 2 Mr. Pressly. Inipritnalur sheets,

Plates 6r, 6.'j or, 02,.

[Sept. 3. I Mr. Pressly. Imprimatiu- sheet,

Plate 63].

[Dec. 3. I Mr. Pressly.

Plate 64].

Imprimatur sheet.

(Feb. 2. 2 Mr. Pressly.

Plates 65 and 66].

[April 18. 2 Mr. Pressly.

Plates 67, 68).

Imprimatur sheets.

Imprimatur sheets.

[June 6. I Mr,
Plate 69].

[July 7. I Mr.
Plate 70].

Pressly. Imprimatur sheet,

Pressly. Imprimatur sheet.

2d.

500

1,500

2.794

3,870

1,000

1939

1,500

3403

3.500

3.309

500

4376

1.500

3417

2500

2,284

[Oct. 21. 2 Mr. Pressly.

Plates 71, 72J.

[Jan. 15. 2 Mr. Pressly.11. 1^. ^ .'»•. I

Plates 73, 74]

[Apnl 19. 3 Mr. Pressly.

Plates 75, 76, 77).

4500

Imprimatur sheets, 403

1.500

2,460

Impnmatur sheets, ^ t\(\(\

2,892

Imprimatur sheets, , H06

3,968

3.876
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APPENDIX J.
Copies of Documents relating to the Perforation of the Postage Stamps.

[All of these, with the exception of Nos. 8, i8, 19 and 20, are taken from " Copies

of Letters, Memorials, &c., between the Lords of the Treasury, the General Post Office,

and Mr. Archer and the Commissioners of Inland Revenue, relative to the construction

of a Machine by Mr. Archer for Perfcjrating sheets of Postage Label Stamps. iS:c."

Oidcnd by The House of Conunons, to be printed. 24th July. 1851.J

(I)

18, Shaftesbury-Crescent,

Eccleston-Square
;

Mv Lord, i October, 1847.

As it is well known that your Lordship is ever ready to promote by every

means in your power, whatever may tend even to increase those manifest facilities

which are at present afforded to the community by the public department over which

your Lordship presides, I am induced to offer for j'our Lordship's consideration the

following remarks in reference to an invention, which I presume to submit, will, if

carried out, prove a very great convenience, particularly to those whose business

entails upon them an extensive correspondence.

The Post Office Stamps having to be detached either by cutting or tearing them

from each other, great inconvenience is felt by both the public and postmasters,

particularly during the last hour or so for posting letters for the General Post ; for

instance, a postmaster after disposing of, say a shilling's worth erf stamps, is frequently

called upon by the purchaser to cut them off one by one for the purpose of attaching

them to the letters intended to be posted in his office, or if too late there, at the General

Post Office or one of the branches, as extra-stamped letters, so that at the period of

the day that the press of official business demands their exclusive attention, post-

masters, to their great annoyance, are continually importuned by persons requiring

their stamps to be cut ; indeed it not unfrequently happens that the hour for closing

the letter-box arrives before many of those who are waiting for their turn can be

served. To provide therefore a remedy for the inconvenience thus experienced, I

have contrived an inexpensive plan whereby the stamps may be instantly detached

from the sheet without the operation of cutting, perfect too in every respect, or in

other words, in no way nnitilated or disfigured like most of the stamps that are now

torn from each other. The contrivance will also enable purchasers to fold a sheet

of stamps, or any less quautitj- with unerring regularity, and in one-tenth of the time

that is at present consumed in the operation, in a manner moreover that renders them

peculiarly convenient both for the pocket and use. whereas to fold one of the present

sheets into a portable form requires considerable care and patience ; indeed the

proposed plan affords such facility for folding any quantity of stamps in the most
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convenient form, it is not improbable that retailers, for the sake of their own interest

and convenience, w-ill be induced to supply them to the public ready folded.

1 also beg to submit that another advantage of the proposed plan is, that it will

render stamps after they shall have been attached to the letters less liable to be

removed by hand or otherwise.

The facilities likewise which in manj' points of view the plan affords are, I submit,

so very obvious, it is reasonable to calculate that the present objectionable practice

of paying the postage would by its adoption in a great measure be done away with.

In conclusion, I respectfully take leave to state that in submitting my plan to the

consideration of your Lordship, I feel so well persuaded that the moment it is adopted

it will receive the unqualified approbation of the public, that I am willing my claims

for remuneration should be contingent on its complete success.

I have, &c., &c.,

To THE Right Honourable [Signed] HENRY ARCHER.
The Marquis of Clanricarde.

(2)

General Post Office
;

Sir, 13 October, 1S47.

I am directed by the Postmaster-general to inform you, in reply to your letter

of the 1st instant, that the practical officers of this department are unable without

seeing the invention to which you allude to form any opinion as to its utility.

I am, &c., &c.,

[Signed] CHARLES JOHNSON,

H. Archer, Esq., for the Secretary.

10, Shaftesbury-crescent,

Eccleston-square.

(3)

General Post Office
;

Sir, 22 October, 1847.

I am directed by the Postmaster-general to transmit to you, for the information

of the Commissioners of Stamps, copy of a Report of the " Inland " and " London

District Post " Offices on the subject of an invention for separating postage stamps,

which has been submitted to this department by Mr. Archer of No. 10, Shaftesbury-

crescent.

I am, &c., &c.,

[Signed] J. RAMSEY,

C. Pressly, Esq., for the Secretary.

&c., &c., &c.

Office of Stamps and Taxes.
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(4)

Copy of Report from Presidents of Inland and London District Post Offices

cnrlosfd in foregoing.

Inland Office
;

14 October, 1847.

The machine appears to be a very clever and useful invention.

We are thoroughly convinced that postage stamps separated by it, having jagged

edges, will adhere to letters far better than those cut from the sheet by knives or

scissors.

We submit it is most desirable that the i:i\'ention be reeoiununded to the niitice

of the Commissioners of Stamps.

[Signed] W. BOKENHAM.
LiEUT.-CoL. Maberly, ,, R. SMITH.

&c., &c.

(5)

10, Shaftesbury-Crescent
,

Eccleston-Square ;

Sir, 25 October, 1S47.

The Post Office Stamps having to be detached, either by cutting or tearing

them from each other, great inconvenience is felt, particulaily by those of extensive

correspondence. The postmasters of the principal receiving hcjuses are also greatly

inconvenienced by the additional trouble which is entailed upon them by the present

mode of detaching the stamps, especially during the last hour for posting letters

intended to be despatched by the evening mail, and also at the period when an

additional stamp (which cannot be obtained at the branch offices after 5i o'clock,

where letters after that time must be posted) is required to be placed upon them.

For instance : a postmaster, after disposing of, say a shilling's worth of stamps, is

frequently called upon by the purchaser to cut them of^ one by one, for the purpose

of attaching them to letters intended to be posted in his office, or if too late there, at

the General Post Office, or one of the branches, as extra-stamped letters ; so that at

the period of the day that the press of official business demands their exclusive atten-

tion, postmasters to their great anmjyance are continually importuned by persons

requiring their stamps to be cut ; indeed, it not unfrequently happens that the hour

for closing the letter-box arri\'es before many of those who arc waiting for their turn

can be served. To provide, therefore, a remedy for the inconvenience thus

experienced, I have invented a plan, which, by the aid of a machine that can be worked

by two boys, more than treble the number of stamp sheets that is now annually sold

to the public may be so minutely indented in the direction of the white lines as to

allow the stamp to be instantly detached from the sheet without the operation of

cutting. Persons who are near sighted or unsteady in the hand find it very difficult

to detach the stamps at present, but even the most expert hand cannot cut with a

pair of scissors a sheet of stamps in less time than a quarter of an hour. Perfect to

in every respect, or in other words, no way mutilated or disfigured, like most of the
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stamps that are now torn from each other. The contrivance will also enable pur-

chasers to fold a sheet of stamps, or any less quantity, with unerring regularity, and

in one-tenth of the time that is at present consumed in the operation ; in a manner,

moreover, that will render them peculiarly convenient for both the pocket and use,

inasmuch as a sheet in the first instance may be readily folded or plaited like a paper

fan, and then doubled up like a map, whereas, to fold one of the present sheets into a

portable form requires considerable care and patience ; and even then, before one

quarter of the sheet is folded, the crease, instead of being in the direction of the white

line, has to be formed along the centre of the heads, whereby the folding, instead of

serving to facilitate the operation of cutting, is found to increase the difficulty. Indeed

the proposed plan offers such facility for folding any quantity of stamps in the most

convenient form, it is not improbable that retailers for the sake of their own interest

and convenience will be induced to supply them to the public ready folded. Again,

it is well known that these creases, and also the curls which is produced upon the

stamps by keeping them in a loose or rolled state, tend very much to prevent them

adhering on the letters. The proposed plan, however, will not only secure that the

stamps shall be folded in the direction of the white line, but in a manner that will

effectually prevent them from curling. Again, the rough or dental edges which it

will give to the stamps will render them, after they shall have been attached to the

letters, less liable to be removed, cither by hand or otherwise.

It is also, I submit, reasonable to e.xpect that the increased facilities to which I

have referred would tend very much to diminish the practice of paying the postage,

and which I understand entails upon the Post Office very considerable trouble and

expense. I beg to add that I have lately submitted the plan to the consideration

of the Postmaster-General, who has been pleased to refer it to the practical depart-

ment of the Post Office, with a view to ascertaining whether its advantages are of a

sufficient importance in a public point of view as to justify Ins Lordship recommending

it to the consideration of Her Majesty's Commissioners of Stamps. As I have since

been officially informed that the department referred to has reported in favour of

the plan, and that his Lordship, in consequence thereof, intends to take the earliest

opportunity of communicating with the Commissioners on the subject, I, with the

view of affording them the fullest information, have deemed it advisable shortly to

explain to them the nature of the invention, and how far and in what way it is likely

to prove advantageous to the public, and at the same time to add, so fuUy confident

am I, that if the plan shall be adopted, it will essentially contribute to the efficient

working of the postage-stamp system, and prove moreover a great convenience to

the public, that I am wilhng my claims for compensation shall be contingent upon
the complete success of the plan, or when it shall have received the unqualified

approbation of the public, the Postmaster-General, and Her Majesty's Commissioners

of Stamps.

I am also willing to furnish the machine on the understanding I am not to be

repaid the money it has cost me until the plan shall have succeeded.

In order the more fully to illustrate the practical advantages of the investion,

I beg to inform j'ou the accompanjdng stamps have passed through the machine.

I have &c., &c.,

Charles Presslv, Esq., [Signed] HENRY ARCHER.
&c., &c., &c.
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(6)

Report of the Board of Stamps and Taxes to the Lords of the Treasury.

May it please yoi'r Lordships,

We beg to bring under your Lordships' notice the annexed copy of a letter which

wo liave received from Mr. Henry Archer, of lo, Shaftesbury Crescent, respecting a

plan wliich ho has invented for separating the adhesive postage stamps by the use

of a machine.

Mr. Archer has submitted this invention to the department of the General Post

Office, and we have received by the direction of the Postmaster-General copy of the

Report from the superintonding presidents of the " Inland " and " London District
"

Post Offices, in nconinundation of the same. We annex a copy f>f that Rrport.

The superintendent of postage stamps in this office has also examined the

drawings of the proposed machines, and their effect in the separation and folding of

the label stamps, which will in his opinion effect the object intended. The plan

consists in the piercing of the portions of the paper intervening between the labels,

in such manner as to admit of their being detached singly without the use of knife or

scissors, and likewise to facilitate the convenient folding of the slieets without creasing

the stamps.

There can be no doubt that if the sheets before being issued to the public were

punctured in the manner proposed, by the contractors who print and gum the stamps,

that they would be in a more convenient state for use and carriage than they now are.

We submit a specimen of the way in which thej^ niay be folded and carried, left

here by Mr. Archer.

The additional expense which this process, if undertaken by the contractor, will

entail upon the revenue, will we are informed be but trifling, and is not likely to

exceed £50 per annum.

As the adaption of this suggestion is recommended by the officers employed in

this department, and the General Post Office, as likely to promote the use of the labol

stamps, we deem it proper to submit the matter for your Lordships' judgment, as all

the arrangements with regard to these stamps have been made under yo\n' Lord-

ships' immediate directions.

We have, &c., &'c.,

[Signed] H. L. WICKHAM.

J. THORNTON.
19 December, 1847. „ H. S. MONTAGU.

(7)

Sir C. E. Trevelyan to the Commissioners of Stamps and Taxes.

Gentlemen, Treasury Chambers
; 7 January. 1848.

The Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty's Treasury have had under

their consideration your memorial, dated i8th ultimo., enclosing copy of a letter

which you have received from Mr. Henry Archer, respecting a plan which he has

invented for separating the adhesive postage stamps by the use of a machine.

I am commanded to acquaint you that their E?)rdships approve of the circulation

of the postage stamps in question.

I am, &c., &c.,

[Signed] C. E. TREVELYAN.
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(8)
69, Fleet Street

;

Dear Sir, Jan. 12th, 1848.

\Vc understand you wish us to give an Estimate of the price at which we
would indent or cut tlie adhesive postage label stamps through all the divisions in

the sheets, your Honourable Board providing the necessary machinery, and we finding

room for it and paying for the labour of cutting and all expense of keeping

the machinery in order, in fact we paying any and all other expenses.

We beg to say in reply that although we do not wish to lose neither do wo desire

to make a profit by this part of your business, but it is impossible to make a correct

Estimate of the cost of a new operation before it has been tried or e\'en the iiiaiiiincry

by which it is to be prepared has been seen by us.

As it was at first represented by the Inventor we conceive that fifty jjounds per

annum would cover the expense, and if one person of common capacity is found

sufficient to cut all which are required then we still think that sum would satisfy us,

but we believe the Inventor afterwards thought two machines would be necessary,

and his idea of the quantity of persons necessary to employ and the number which

could be cut per hour may prove incorrect, and in this case £50 would certainly not

pay the expense.

Would it not be better to see what can be done first, and then if we fix what is

conceived too high a price (which can hardly be the case, where you can judge of the

expense as well as we, and it is the expense only which we look to), you can take the

machinery to Somerset House without any injury to the Commissioners or ourselves.

Wc are in great doubt whether one hand or two, and whether boys or men will

be required to work the machines, and then again the machines may be substantially

made so as to want scarcely any repairs, or they may be very slightly made and

require many repairs, under these circumstances how can a price be fixed witlmut

a risk of our having far more or less than would cover us.

We think you will see from the above that we are not in a situation to give a

correct Estimate of the expense until the machinery is complete.

We are, &c., &c.,

Edwin Hill, Esq. [Signed] PERKINS, BACON & FETCH.

(9)

Stamps and Taxes, Somerset House
;

Gentlemen, 17 January, 1848.

The Board having been authorised by the Treasury to bring into operatit)n

the machine invented by Mr. Henry Archer, for si'parating the adhesive postage

stamps, in which you have been consulted, and understanding that you are willing to

work the machine and charge the Office only with tlie expense of such working, which

they are informed will not e.xceed £50 per annum, I am directed to authorise you to

receive from Mr. Archer the machines when they are completed, and to bring thenr

into use without delay, under the general direction of Mr. Edwin Hill.

I am, &c., &c.,

Messrs. Bacon & Fetch, [Signed] THOMAS KEOGH.
Fleet Street.
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(10)

Stamps and Taxes, Somerset House ;

17 January, 1848.

Sir,

The Board having had before them your letter of 28th October, relative to the

machine you have invented for separating postage labels
;

I am directed to acquaint you that tliey liave been authorised by the Treasury

to give a trial t(j tliat plan as an experimental measure.

By your letter abf)ve mentioned, you stated that you were prepared to supply

the machines for the experiment with the understanding you were not to be repaid

the cost of them until the plan is brought into successful operation, and I am to

express the acquiescence of the Board in this arrangement.

The machines wlicn completed may be sent to Messrs. Bacon & Petch, of Fleet

Street, who have received the Board's instructions in tliis matter.

I am, &c., &c.,

[Signed] THOMAS KEOGH.
Henry Archer, Esq.,

10, Shaftesbury Crescent, Eccleston Square.

(II)

10, Shaftesbury Crescent ;

17 January, 1848.

Sir,

I had the honour to receive your letter of this date, informing me that the

Connnissioners of Stamps had been authorised by the Treasury to give a trial to niy

plan for separating postage labels, and requiring me at the same time to furnish the

machines for the experiment, on the understanding, as expressed in my letter of the

28tli October last, that I was not to be repaid the cost of them until the plan was

brought into successful operation.

In reply, I deem it right to observe tliat in my letter referred to I proposed to

furnish but one machine, being fully persuaded that one would, upon trial, be found

sufficient. As, however, the practical department of the Stamp Office is of opinion

that two machines will be necessary, I have directed Messrs. Smith & English, the

eminent mechanical engineers, to construct them at my expense, with all convenient

speed, and to forward the same, when completed, to Messrs. Perkins & Bacon,

according to your dirccticms.

I have, &c., &c.,

[Signed] HENRY ARCHER.
Thomas Keogh, Esq.,

&c., &c., &c.
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(12)

Stamps and Taxes, Somerset Hoose
;

20 January, 1848.

Sir,

Having laid before the Board your letter of the 17th iust., I am directed to

acquaint you that they concur in the course which you ha\e taken ; Init that in order

to ensure the completeness of the second machine for the purpost' in view, it is

desirable that you shall conuuunicate with Mr. Edwin Hill, and also tiiat the machinist

employed should distinctly understand the precise purposes to which each machine

is to be applied.

I am, &c., &c.,

'Signed] THO.MAS KEUGH.
Henry Archer, Esq.,

10, Shaftesbury Crescent,

Eccleston Square.

(13)

37, Great George Street, Westminster
;

26 November, 1848.

Sir,

In reference to the connimnication I made to the Commissioners about a year

ago, respecting a plan which I had invented for detaching the postage letter stampsn

I beg to inform you that I had two different machines made by different parties, to

carry out the plan which I then proposed ; but finding that neither of them realised

my expectations, I had a new machine made upon a totally different principle,

which, I am happy to say, has succeeded beyond my most sanguine expectations.

1 have taken out a patent to secure my invention ; but as my wish is that Ireland

should reap the entire advantage of it, I feel persuaded that Her Majesty's Govern-

ment will not hesitate to accede to the terms which it is my intention to propose as

soon as the Commissioners are satisfied that the machine 1 lui\e had constructed

will answer the purpose.

I have, &c., &c.,

[Signed] HENRY ARCHER.
Thomas Keogh, Esq.,

&c., &c., &c.

(14)

Stamps and Taxes, Somerset House
;

6 December, 1848.

Sir,

With reference to your letter of the 26th ultimo., I have to acquaint you that

Messrs. Bacon & Fetch, of Fleet-street, have been instructed to receive the machines
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prepared by you for separating postage labels, and to put these machines into use,

so as to ascertain whether or not they will fully answer the purpose designed.

I am, &c., &c.,

Henry Archer, Esq., ISigned] THOMAS KEOGH.
37, Great George Street,

Westminster.

(15)

37, Great George Street ;

Sir, 7 December, 1848.

In reply to your coniiiiunication of the fath instant, I beg to inform you that

I luive directed the machine prepared by me for separating Postage labels to be

forwarded to Messrs. Bacon & Fetch, as I consider it but fair and reasonable that

the Commissioners should have ample opportunitj- of ascertaining whether or not it

will fully answer the purpose designed.

I have, &c., &c.,

Thomas Keogh, Esq. [Signed] HENRY ARCHER.
&c., &c., &c.

(16)

Board of Inland Revenue to the Lords of the Treasury.

Inland Revenue, 21st August, 1849.

May it please your Lordships,

We have had tlie honour to receive your Lordships' reference, dated

31st ultimo, of the annexed letter from Mr. Henry Archer, of 37. Great George Street,

Westminster, relative to a machine which he has invented for perforating sheets of

paper for the purposes of the postage label stamps.

We beg to state that in pursuance of your Lordships' directions conxej'ed to us

by Sir C. E. Trevelyan's letter dated 7tli January, 1848, we proposed to Mr. Archer

that a trial should be made of his investion on the completion of some improvements

in the machine which he intended to use, which improvements he himself considered

necessary for giving it complete effect. At the close of the last month the machine,

as then completed, was accordingly tried ; but it was found that in the state in which

it then was it could not be applied to use. The machine is now in the hands of the

machine-maker employed by Mr. Archer, who is endeavouring to surmount the

difficulties as to its practical application to the object in view. Mr. Archer's letter

to your Lordships is therefore premature, and wc are at present unable to state whether

or not the invention can be made available for the desired object.

We have, &c., &c.

[Signed] J. THORNTON.
C. J. HERRIES.

C. PRESSLY.
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(17)

Report of the Boakd of Inland Revenue to the Lords of the Tkeasury.

Inland Revenue, ib May, 1850.

May it i-lease youk Lokdships,

By Sir Charles Trevelyan's letter of the 7th January, 184H, your Lord-

ships approval was conveyed to us for the adoption of a plan for the division of the

sheets of postage label stamps, according to a plan explained in our Report dated

iStli December, 1847, the invention of Mr. Henry Archer, of Shaftesbury Crescent.

Since our Report to your Lordships of the 21st August last, on a memorial from

Mr. Archer on the subject of his invention, he has, after several alterations, rendered

it fit for use, and it is now about to be brought into work at this department.

We have, &c., &c.,

[Signed] J. THORNTON.

C. P. RUSHW'ORTH.

A. MONTGOMERY.

( IS
)

Pakliamentary Paper Office,

House of Commons,

Westminster, London
;

September 2nd, 1S51.

This is to certify . . . that the perforated Postage Labels which were supplied

at the House of Commons for the use of Members of Parliament, during the last

Session, were highly approved of by them : so nmch so, that the quantity sold was

very considerably greater than in any previous year. . .

[Signed] WM. JNO. LINTON.

[This document is reproduced from " A History of the Adhesive Stamps of the

British Isles." By Hastings E. Wright and A. B. Creeke, Jun. London. 1899. Page 8.

(19)

" THE TIMES • July 4, 1853.

It has at length been amiounccd that the new perforated postage stamps, which

have been so long delayed, will almost immediately be issued. The method consists

in each stamp of a sheet being surrounded by small holes, having the effect of network,

so that they can be torn off one by one as they arc required without the necessity

for cutting.



APPENDIX J. 321

(20)

69, Fleet Street ;

February 8, 1854.

Dear Sir,

Our Mr. Bacon, Junr. reports your desire to be informed what would be

our charge for assorting and arranging in different parcels and divisions for the con-

venience of perforating all the sheets of Postage Labels which may be required by the

Commissioners, previous to delivery.

We have reflected upon the subject and find it extremely difficult to give au

answer, as there would be danger either of our charging much more, or much less,

than might prove by experience to be reasonable, neither of which would we wish to

do.

We expressed to Mr. Keogli some time back our willingness to execute the per-

forations without profit and we are ready to do the same in this matter also. We
therefore propose cither to keep an accurate and distinct account of the money which

the operation costs for a period of six months and then charge at such rate, as we

should prove it, to the satisfaction of the Commissioners to be, or we are wilUng to

make such charge as after reasonable experience of the time and labour employed

any gentleman deputed by the Commissioners themselves shall decide that it is worth ;

always bearing in mind, that we do not wish to make a profit by the operation,

although we should like to avoid any loss.

We have already stated to you in conversation that if desired, we could to a

slight extent increase the clear spaces between each of the Postage Stamps in all new

plates without any expense to the Commissioners.

We are, &c., t&c,

[Signed] PERKINS, BACON & Co.

Ormond Hill, Esq.

BATH :

Printed by William Lewis & Son, Ltd., Herald Press, North Gate.
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