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INTRODUCTION . 

THE only guide to the detection of forged stamps with which I 
am acquainted is that by Messrs. Lewes and Pemberton, pub­
lished in 1863. This work, a bmchw·e of thirty-six pages, is, 
of course, now out of date, owing to the enormous number of 
counterfeits which have been issued since it appeared; and I 
venture to offer my book to the philatelic public as a description 
of the majority of the forgeries existing up to the end of 1881. 
It was originally intended to be little more than a reprint of the 
" Spud Papers," from the Philatelist; the proprietors of that 
magazine, Messrs. Stafford Smith and Co. , having kindly given 
me permission to make use of Mr. Atlee's articles, as well as of 
those of which I was myself the author. But I found that I 
should have to go more thoroughly to work if I intended to 
make my book really useful ; I have therefore only occasionally 
made use of the "Spud Papers," and, in doing so, I have in­
variably re-written the description of those stamps chronicled 
by Mr. Atlee. Some of the articles in this work have already 
appeared in the pages of the Bazaw·; they are reprod need here 
by permission of the manager, who kindly placed at my disposal, 
for the purposes of this work, all that I had written in the 
Bazam· on the subject of forged stamps. 

I have also to express my sincere thanks to all those who, 
during the two years in which I have been engaged in w1·iting 
my book, have kindly supplied me with rare stamps, forgeries, 
and information. It would be impossible for me to enumerate 
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iv I NTRODUCTION. 

all those who have thus helped me from time to time, but my 
best thanks are due to Messrs. Philbrick, Westoby, Botteley, 
Evans, &c. ; to Mons. Foure, of Berlin; and to all the principal 
dealers of England, my own publishers included. 

I have always, when possible, avoided attempting to describe 
any forgery from comparison merely with a single genuine speci­
men, lest I should mislead my readers; and, through the kindness 
of some of the above-named gentlemen, I have been enabled to 
compare numbers of specimens of the rarest stamps, which are 
seldom found, except as forgeries, in ordinary collections. 

·within the last few years, owing to the invention of new 
methods of transferring, engraving, printing, and copying de­
signs, the forgeries have been very much better than the coarse 
lithographic imitations of fifteen years ago. Of these I may 
instance the 2 1·eales of Spain, of the 185 1 and 1862 issues, 
and the 2 neu-g1·oschen of the second issue of Saxony. Forgeries 
such as these require long experience on the part of the collector, 
before he can feel sure of detecting them at once ; and this book 
is intended to supply the lack of experience of our younger 
amateurs, so that they may easily find and remove the worthless 
weeds which spoil their collections. 

My plan has been sufficiently simple in conception. It is to 
describe the genuine and forged in such a manner as to enable 
the amateur to decide for himself, from any single specimen in 
his possession, whether it is good or bad. This has naturally 
made my descriptions rather verbose occasionally, but this could 
not be avoided without sacrificing clearness to conciseness. 

During the compilation of this book some advanced collectors 
have occasionally suggested to me that an elaborate work on 
forgeries would be rather a mistake, as the forgers would 
naturally, by means of such a book, be enabled to correct the 
errors in their productions. It must, however, be remembered 
that all the many thousands of forgeries he1·e described actually 
exist, and that they are bought, and sold, and mounted in col­
lections every day ; so that, though it may possibly assist the 
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forgers in the future, a description of their existing productions 
is necessary for the present. 

It will be noticed that I have only occasionally describecl the 
reprints of genuine stamps. When any have come particularly 
under my notice I have chronicled them, but not otherwise. 
The fact is that a book on reprints would be almost as large as 
this present volume; so that, with the occasional exceptions 
above noted, I have confined myself to forgeries. The so-called 
"reprints" of the surcharged Transvaal, and of the earliest 
United States stamps are simply jm·r;e1·ies, and I have chronicled 
them as such. One or two sets of forgeries known to me I have 
perforce been obliged to omit, owing to the impossibility of 
obtaining all the different types of the genuine-notably the 
ORTS-POST and POSTE LOCALE stamps of the Swiss Cantons; 
otherwise this work contains notes upon almost all the forgeries 
with which I am acquainted. 

As this book is intended for young collectors, I have avoided 
using technicalities as much as possible. It was my original 
intention to preface it by a description of the various styles of 
engraving, perforation, &c. ; but, as it has already grown so far 
beyond the size to which I meant to limit it, I must, with the 
exception of the few short notes appended below, leave these 
matters to a future edition, if such should be required. 

As, however, some misconception appears to exist concerning 
the manner of reckoning perforations, I ought to say that the 
dents in a stamp are not all counted, but simply as many as are 
found in the space of two centimetres. It will readily be under­
stood that, if all the holes in a stamp were counted, a large and 
a small stamp perforated by the very same machine would give 
a different number; but, as the system called the "two centi­
metre gauge" only takes into account as many holes as exist in 
the space of two centimetres, it matters not whether the stamps 
be large or small ; for, supposing them to be perforated by the 
same machine, they will give the same number of dents, irres· 
pective of the size of the stamps themselves. 
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vi INTRODUCTION. 

Concerning the various methods of printing, I have denomi­
nated "taille-douce" all those stamps in which the lines of the 
design have been cut into the material used, whether copper, 
steel, or stone. In "epa1·gne" I have included all those stamps 
in which the lines of the design are caused to stand out from 
the material used, whether steel, wood, or an electrotype cliche. 
The stamps which I have called "lithographed" are those in 
which the design has been simply transferred and fixed on the 
surface of a flat, unengra ved lithographic stone. As a rule, these 
three principal methods of printing are very easily distinguished 
from each other. The lines in a taille-douce design stand out 
from the paper in thick ink, in relief; in an epw·gne engraving 
the lines appear to be more or less sunk into the paper, after the 
manner of ordinary type; and, in a lithographed design, the 
lines are neither raised nor sunk, but appear perfectly flat ; the 
paper being generally rather shiny, owing to the sliding action 
of the lithographic press. 

As regards paper, the only varieties with which the philatelist 
has generally to deal are laid and wove. I suppose it is scarcely 
necessary to say that laid paper is that which, when held up to 
the light, shows transparent parallel lines running down it, as in 
our ordinary "cream laid" note paper; whilst wove paper is 
that used for our books and newspapers, having no lines or 
marks upon it. 

Watermarks in the paper used to be formed by pieces of wire 
or metal, technically called "bits," which were either fastened 
upon, or woven into, the wire gauze on which the pulp was 
formed into paper. Lately, however, the use of these "bits" 
has been somewhat less frequent, owing to the invention of the 
"dandy-roll," a roller with the desired watermark in relief upon 
its face, many times repeated, which impresses the said water­
mark upon the paper before it has acquired its full consistence. 
In either case the result is the same; i.e., to leave a portion of 
the paper thinner than the rest, which thus shows the design as 
a transparency. 
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IN 'l'RODUCTlO N, vii 

The above short notes will, I trust, explain the few techni­
calities which I have used. As regards errors and inaccuracies, 
I shall be glad to have these pointed out to me by any reader 
who will take the trouble; as I am fully aware that it is more 
than probable that many such have crept in, owing to want of 
sufficient information on my part. I shall also be thankful 
fo r specimens of any forgeries which are not described in the 
following pages, and for that purpose I append my address. 

R. B. EAREE. 

Jlm U~ALE:-.IEP..S'THASS E, 44-4 5, BEI!Lr K. 

Jawum·y, 1882. 
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ERRATUM. 

Page 12, line 3 from bottom, strike out" maehi>w-perforated 14l." 
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ALBUM: WEEDS. 
---+-

ANGOLA. 
1870. 5, 10, 20, 25, 50, 100 Reis. 

I have not seen a complete set of the 
forgeries of these stamps; but the d e,;crip· 
tion given below will enable collectors to 
decide upon any in their possession. All 
the stamps of the P ortuguese Colonies of 
this type have been very extensively forgeJ, 
and appear to have been pretty well patron· 
ised by a too-confiding public. 

Genuine. 

Engraved in epargne ; machine-perforated 13. The crown in the 
centre is very well done, and all the pearls on the arches of the said 
crown can be easily counted. The numbers ou the various arches, 
beginning with the right-hand arch, are 9, 10, 5, 10, 9. The cross 
on the top of the crown is not so wide as the "orb," or ball on 
which it rests. There are 121 oval white dots round the central 
circle, and they. are almost perfectly uniform all the way round. 
The framework, down the two sides, is formed of two lines, a verv 
thick outer one and a very thin inner one, placed close together. 
The thick line abo ve 100 REI S cuts into the thi ck outer line of the 
border, as well as into the thin inner one, on both sides. 

Forged. 
Lithographed; pin-perforated 13. The crown is not at all well 

done, and seems to be slightly larger than the genuine. The pearls 
on the arches of the crown look rath er " 1nixed," and cannot be 
counted with any certainty. The cross on the top of the crown is 
wider than the "orb," or ball on which it rests. There are 125 
white dots round the central circle ; they are of all sorts of shapes, 
and generally much smeared on the left side. The framework, down 

B 
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the sides, is composed of two lines, as in the genuine; but both 
lines are of the same thickness, and they are much too far apart. 
The thick line above roo REIS only comes as far as the inner line 
of the frame on the right side, but touches the outer line as well on 
the left. The rest of the stamp is a tolerably correct copy of the 
genuine, and the perforation is better than usnal, though not clean-cut. 

P ostma,.ks, etc. 
I have never yet seen the genuine stamps postmarked; bnt these 

foraeries bear a cancellation rather like one of those used for our 
ow~ newspapers, consisting of a sort of oblong (which is blank in 
these forgeries), formed by three straight lines on each side of the 
oblong, and two curved lines at each end of it. The forgeries are not 
gnmmecl ; but the genmne may occasiOnally be met w1th m the 
same state ; I cannot tell the reason for this. 

ANTIGUA. 
1862-73. One Penny. 

There are several v<>rieties of this stamp, 
differing from each other in colour, perforation, 
and watermark; but it does not come within 
my province to describe these several varieties 
here. The one which the forgers have tried to 
imitate is the orange-vermilion one of 1867, with 
star watermark, perforated 14 to 15&, compound. 

Genuine. 
Engraved in taille-douce; machine perforatecl14 to 15t, compound; 

on pinkish-white paper; watermark, star. The groundwork, behind 
the head, is composed of strips of two patterns of engine-turning, 
disposed alternately, nine in all. Each strip is separated from its 
neighbours by a fine white vertical line; the central strips being, of 
course, more or less hidden by the head. The first and last strips 
have 17 very prominent diamond-shaped clots running clown their 
centres. One of the inner rows, bearing the same pattern as the two 
just mentioned, shows one of these clots just where the bair springs 
on the forehead, below the coronet ; and this clot is a little larger 
than the rest. There are two rows of j ewels in the band of the 
coronet ; the top row consists of pearls, and the lower row of a few 
oblong jewels. The lower half of the ear is visible; the face is 
shaded all over, as is also the neck ; and there is no shading behind 
the face on the background, except just beneath the chin. 

Forged. 
Pin-perforated 13 ; lithographed on yellowish paper ; no water­

mark. The beautiful engine-turning on the groundwork of the 
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HOW TO DETECT FORGED STAMPS. 3 

genuine is here represented by dots. The 17 dots on the outer rows 
are not at all conspicuous, and would hardly be noticed at a first 
glance. Where the hair springs, in front of the forehead, beneath 
the coronet, there is a dim blotch, not at all resembling the sharply­
defined dark spot in the same place on the originals. The band of 
the coronet is jewelled with two rows of pearls; but there is one 'of 
the oblong jewels to be seen under the second cinquefoil. There is 
an indistinct mark where the ear ought to be; but it would require 
a very strong effort of imagination to resolve this mark into an ear. 
The lower part of the cheek ancl the back of the neck are heavily 
shaded-(1 do not refer to the dark shading on the background behind 
the neck, as this is common to both genuine and foraed)-and the 
upper part of the cheek, below the eye, is left unshaded. The back­
ground is shaded behind the front of the face. 

Sixpence. 
This, like the penny, is found in several varieties ; perforated 

14 to 15~, with star watermark; anrl perforated 12~, with 
crown and cc. This stamp need not detain us long, as the 
genuine is the same as the genuine penny, and the forged is 
the same as the forged penny. 

Genuine. 
Engraved in taille-douce, either machine-perforated 14 to 15!, com­

pound, with star watermark; or machine-perforated 12~, with 
watermark crown and cc. The die is exactly similar to that of the 
penny, value only excepted; and therefore the tests for the genuine 
penny will hold good for the genuine sixpence. 

Forged. 
Lithographed; pin-perforated 13; no watermark. The forged 

sixpence is from the same matrix as the forged penny, value only 
excepted ; so that the tests for the forged penny will hold good for 
the forged sixpence. The colour of this forgery is a very pale chalky 
green, and it is printed on very white paper. 

Postmw·ks, etc. 
All the originals of this colony, as far as I am aware, hal'e a post­

mark consisting of lines forming an oval, with a numeral, or letter 
and numeral, in the centre. The forgeries are cancelled with a 
rectangle of clots, somewhat larger than the stamps. 

ANTIOQUIA. 
1869. 2h 5, 10, 20 Centavos. 

These stamps are lithographs ; but they are very fairly done, 
and will bear a pretty close inspection. The forgeries have a 
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4 ALBUM WEEDS j OR, 

woolly, misty look, which condemns them at once; though I 
should fancy that specimens of the latter adorn a good many of 
the albums of our school-boy friends. 

Genuine. 

Lithographed, on rather thin soft paper. I will first give a descrip­
tion of the discrepancies common to all the values, and then take 
each value separately. The Q of AN'riOQUIA ha• a distinct tail. The 
condor in the arms, or rather auove the shield, is a condor ; and the 
rina of feathers at the base of its neck is very distinct. The c of 
co{'OMBIA comes just between the RR of CORREOS; that is to say, a 
line drawn down l.>etw een the two R'S would cut through the c. 

Now for each value separately. 

21 c. Genuine. 
There is a stop after CORREOS, another after 

COLOMB IA, and another after AN'fiOQUIA. Each 
large figure 2 has its tail perfectly straight. The 
inner ouUine of the oval containing the nan1e is 
very slightly curved inwards just at the top, the 
bottom, and the middle of each side; hut I think 
this would hardl y be noticed unless it were ex­
pressly looked for. 

5 c. Genuine. 

There is a stop after each of the letters E. and s. 
in the words E. s. DE ANTIOQUIA. There is also a 
very distinct white spot in the dark ground of the 
ornamental spand1·el to the left of the aforesaid E, 
and another to the right of the last A in ANTIOQUIA. 
In most copies the words CORREOS and CINCO CEN 
are so large as to almost entirely fill up the labels 

containing them; l>ut there appears to be more than one type of 
this stamp, and some have the letters a little smaller than others, 
still all the copies have the said letters of a good size. 

10 c. Genuine. 
There is a stop after each of the words CORREOS, 

.A.N'riOQUIA, and COLO)IBIA. The band containing 
the name is eli vi dec! at the sides, and immediately 
opposite to the division on each side there is a 
white dot in the dark spandrel, to the left of the 
left-hand division, and to the right of the right­
hand division. Each of the little roses in the top 
corners has a white spot in its centre. 
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20 c. Genuine. 
There is a stop after each of the words ANTIO­

QUIA, COL0~1BIA, and CENT. The name is written, 
"E~ u~ DE COLOMBIA," and there is a sort of 
guiding line running almost all round the tops of 
these letters. The roses in the top corners have 
large shaded spots in their centres. 

Forged. 

5 

The following description holds good for all the forged values. 
Lithographed, on thick wove paper. There is no indication of a 
tail to the Q of name, which thus appears to be ANTIOOUIA. The 
bird above the shield appears to be an eagle. Its ruff of feathers is 
conspicuous by its absence. 

2~ c. Forged. 
There is no stop after either of the words CORREOS, COLOMBIA, or 

ANTIOQUIA. The tail of each large figure 2 has its end curled up. 
The s of ES is absurdly slanted away from the E. The inner outline 
of the band containing the name is bulged very much towards the 
centre, at the top, at the bottom, and in the middle of each side, 
so much so that any one looking at the stamp would notice it im­
mediately. The c of COLOMBIA comes just under t.he second R of 
CORREOS. 

5 c. Forged. 
There is no stop after the letters E and s of E. s. DE ANTIOQUIA. 

No white spots in the spandrels at the places named in the descrip­
tion of the genuine 5 c. The words CORJtEos and CI::<co CEN are in 
short and rather thin letters, which do not nearly fill up the bands 
containing them. The c of COLOMUIA comes just under the second 
R of CORREOS. 

l 0 c. Forged. 
No stop after CORREOS or ANTIOQUIA. There are no white spots 

in the dark spandrels opposite to where the name-label is divided. 
The little roses in the top corners have dark spots in their centres, 
though the one on the left seems to have some little attempt at shad­
ing. The c of COLOMBIA comes just under the first R of COR!tEOS. 

20 c. Forged. 
Stop after COLOMBIA only. The name is written, "E. u. DE 

COLOMJJlA ; " and these letters do not show any marks of the 
guiding line at their tops. The roses in the top corners have dark 
spots in their centres, though the one on the left seems to have 
some little attempt at shading. The c of COLOMBIA comes just 
under the first R of CORREos. 
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Postmarks. 

None of my copies are cancelled with any thing but a word, or 
letter, written in pen and ink, so I cannot say what is the regular 
hand-stamp used for this pmpose. All the forgeries just described 
are cancelled with a square of small dots. 

As the originals are lithographs, and I have not been able to 
procure whole sheets of each value, it is quite possible that some of 
the copies of each value may vary slightly hom my descriptions. 
For instance, I have a copy of the 10 c. which is labelled quite 
distinctly "coRHEos," instead of CORREOS. However, I think my 
tests, taken from several copies of each value, will be sufficient. 

ARGENTINE. 
1858. 5, 10, 15 Centavos. 

I have never seen a forgery of this issue as yet; but I would 
remind my readers that the 10 c. and 15 c. of this set were 
never issued to the public. They are distinguished from the 
next issue by having the key-pattern border very much smaller, 
having six pieces at top and bottom, and the lowest value has 
the 5 very large; whereas the stamps of the next issue have a 
larger border, containing four pieces at top and bottom in the 
same space as the six of the first issue; and the figures of 
value on each of the set are a good deal smaller than the 5 of 
the early issue. 

1861. 5, 10, 15 Centavos. 
From the coarse design of the originals it 

might be thought that the forgers would turn 
out a good imitation of them; but, as will be 
"een by the following description, it would 
appear that even badly-rnade stamps are not 

•u·,..-==•,u":l always easy to counterfeit, though some of the 
R;;ii~~~~ forgeries which I have seen are much better 

than others. 
Genuine. 

Lithographed on white wove paper; unperforated. In each corner 
is a little upright oblong, by way of ornament. The key-pattern 
down the right side looks the same way as that down the left side ; 
but it has a long piece sticking out at the bottom, which is not 
visible on the left side. The first letter of the word CONFEON is 
much nearer the left border of the stamp than the last letter of the 
word ARGEN1'INA is to the right; in fact, there is almost room for 
another letter to be added on the right side. There are two lines 
under the last two letters of CONFEON. They are very distinct in 
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all my copies ; but I notice that Mr. Atlee, in hi s paper on these 
stmups, says that the two lines are not always to be macle out. The 
oval seems to be a shade more rounded on the right side than on 
the left ; and it touches the border on both side,. There are ten 
horizontal lines of shading in the upper half of the oval, which can 
be easily counted, though there appears to be an ele,·enth line which 
has run into the upper outline of the oval, and so cannot be dis­
tinguished. The su n's face is a little like the Tich borne claimant. 
It has a pointed chin; the mouth is slightly oblique, inclining 
downwards to the right; the hair is parted on one side, though 
this cannot always be seen ; and the whole face is exactly above the 
centre of the oval. The cap of liberty extends from the very 
bottom of the shaded half of the oval, right up to the blotched line 
at the top of the oval, of which I spoke ; and though not very well 
drawn, it is sufficiently so to enable one to see what it is intended 
for. The ARG of name is quite twice as far from the top of the 
stamp as the cEN of value is from the bottom. The rays of the sun 
are composed of dots, except just at their outer ends, where they 
merge in to lines, as though the dots had run into each other. The 
pole upon which the cap of liberty is placed is solid in all my 
copies; i.e., it is a thick line of colour, and not merely outlined. 
The 5 c. has a stop after the figure, ancl sometimes two. The other 
values have no stop; and in none of them is there any stop after 
ARGENTINA. 

I have gone very fully into the details of these stamps, because 
there are a good many forget·ies about; and if any reader should 
happen to get hold of a forgery not being one of those described 
here, he will be able to detect it by one or more of the tests given 
here, as it is utterly impossible for any forgery to be accurate in all 
the details here described. 

Forged. First Set. 
Litl10g:raphed ; all from one matrix. The central oval is too 

small, or rather, too short, and does not touch the inner line of the 
frame on either side. There is a stop after the figure of value in 
both the 5 c. and the 15 c. The c of CONFEON, and the last A of 
ARGENTINA are at equal distances from their respective sides of the 
stamp. The curve of the rays is not the same as the curve of the 
lettering above them, so that the middle rays are a good deal nearer 
the lettering than the side ones are. I do not think this forgery is 
very common now, though it had a good sale at one time. 

Forged. Second Set. 
Lithographed, sometimes perforated ; there is a dilf<\fent design 

for each value ; the 5c. being the worst, and the lOc. the best. I 
shall have to describe each value separately. 

5 Centavos, Forged. The little upright oblongs in each corner are 
represented in this value by shapeless blotches. The top ancl bottom 
key-patterns are joined to the one on the right-hand side. The 
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inscription CONFEON. ARGENTI NA is equidistant from both sides of the 
frame. There is only one line under CONFEON. The oval is very much 
more point.ecl on the right side than on the left ; and there are ten 
horizontal lines of shading on it, but no sign of the blotcherl eleventh 
line at the top. The bottom of the sun's chin is slightly cut off by 
the outline of the oval ; the mouth is quite straight; the whole face 
is far too much to the right, so that it is not by any means exactly 
above the cap of liberty and pole. The cap of liberty itself does 
not come more than about half-way up to the top of the shaded 
portion, nor does it touch the bottom line. It appears to be a circu­
lar object, something after the style of a" drum-head" lettuce ; but 
is not in the least like a cap of liberty. The first two letters of 
ARGENTINA are far too large, n1aking a great contrast with the other 
letters of the same word. The rays of the sun are almost entirely 
lines, except just close to the head. The pole is composed of two 
lines. 

10 Centavos, Forged. This is a better forgery in most respects; but the 
top lettering is badly clone, or else I shoul<l have call ed it dangerous. 
The top and bottom ornaments on the left side are squares ; the one 
to the right at the top is a transverse oblong; and that at the bottom 
is like the genuine. The top lettering is eq uiclistant from both bor­
ders, but it is not drawn to a true curve like the genuine. The letters 
RG of ARGENTINA almost touch the top border of the stamp. There 
is only one line under ON of CONFEON. The oval is tolerably 
well-shaped; but it does not touch the border on either side. There 
are eleven lines of shading in the oval, and uo blotched one at the 
top; though the bottom one is blotched on the right side. The sun's 
face appears to be looking towards the v of CENTAV.; the mouth is 
straight ; the hair is very distinctly parted on one side ; the chin is 
at some li ttle distance from the outline of the oval ; the head is 
placed in the correct posi tion. The cap of liberty is a shapeless 
blotch, and only reaches from the bottom of the shaded part of the 
oval about three-fourths of the way up to the top. The outer ends 
of the sun's rays do not form a regular curve as in the genuine. The 
pole is composed of two lines where it comes below the hands, and 
is solid above them. 

15 Centavos, Forged. The little dots in both bottom corners, and in 
the left-hand top corner, are almost square; and the dot in the right­
hand upper corner is a transverse oblong. The key·pattern down the 
sides of the stamp ends abruptly at the bottom, without the straight 
stroke pointing downwards on either side. The lettering of the 
name is equidistant from both borders. There is on ly one line under 
ON. The Qval is rather rounder on the left than on the right side; 
and on the right it only just touches the border-line. There are 
twelve horizontal lines of shading in the oval ; anfl there is no sign 
of the uppermost one running into the outline of the oval above it. 
The sun's face has a round chin; the mouth is almost straight; and 
the hair seems to be parted in the midd le ; the head is a good deal 
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too much to the right of the centre of the top of the oval, so that the 
pole and the cap of liberty are hardly under it at all. The pole on 
which the cap is placed is formed by two lines; and the cap of 
liberty is a totally unrecognisable object, which might be a" wilted " 
cabbage, or a gigantic oak-leaf, or almost anything one might choose 
to fancy it. The ARG of ARGENTINA is far too close to the upper 
boundary-line; the rays of the sun are principally composed of lines 
instead of clots. 

F&rged. Thircl Set. 
Lithographed. The oval does not touch the border on either side. 

There are thirteen lines of shading in the upper part of it, and the 
uppermost line has slightly run into the outline above it on each 
side. One of the hands looks like a sausage, with no indication of 
either thumb or fingers. The pole seems to be composed of thee 
lines; and the cap of liberty is tall, thin, and very sharply pointed, 
leaning over very much to the right side of the stamp. The sun's 
face is rather like Lord Beaconsfield; it seems to be looking towards 
the v of CENT A v. There is a distinct line between the nose and mouth 
running straight up and clown, like the line in the lip of a rabbit; 
and the lower lip is thick. The oblongs in the corners are upright, 
but very small, no broader than the lines of Etrusc~n ornamentation. 
The lettering of the name is equidistant from both borders; and 
there are two very distinct lines under the 0)[ of CONFEON. There 
is a stop after value aud figure also. I have only seen the 5c. in 
this type ; but others may exist. 

Forged. Fourth Set. 
Lithogi·aphed in black ink, on GREEN paper. The 5c. is the only 

value I possess of this forgery. Of course the green colour instantly 
condemns it; but I had better give some details of the design. The 
oval touches the border on the left side only. There are seven very 
coarse lines of shading in the upper part of it, and a blotch, which is 
probably an eighth line, at the top. The hands are very large, and 
the lowest line of shading touches them. There is a black dot under 
the hands indicating the commencement of the pole ; but the rest 
of it is invisible. The cap of liberty rests immediately upon the 
hands, and runs up to the top of the oval; it looks rather like a 
crooked claret jug, but not in the least like a cap of liberty. The c of 
CONFEON almost touches the border; and there are two lines uncle'!' 
the ON. The halo round the sun is formed of dots running anywhere, 
bounded by a lot of thick strokes. Two of the'e strokes on the 
right-hand side touch the boundary-line. There is a stop after both 
5 and CENTAV. 

Postmarks. · 
The usual postmark on the genuine stamps of this issue is a large, 

transverse oval, with name, etc., inside the curve, and FRANCO in 
large letters in the centre. Several of the forgeries are postmarked 
with an imitation of one of the oldest Spanish cancellations-a sort 
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of quatrefoi l, with straight lines sticking out from the middle of each 
curve. The third set is cancelled with a lot of fine dots, and abo, 
occasionally, with an oval containing something undecipherable. 
The fourth set bears a number of large oval dots, each of them being 
about the size of the c in CENTAV. The later issue> bear very different 
postmarks, which will be noticecl in their proper places. 

Issue of 1862. 5, 10, 15 Centavos. 

There are two types of each of these stamps; 
but in order to keep my descriptions as plain 
as possible, and to avoid confusion, I think 
the best plan will be to take only those general 
points of difference between the genuine and 
the forged, which can be easily seen and de­
tected. Unused copies of this issue are getting 

very common now, and very cheap; they are reprints. 

Genuine. 
Lithographed on soft, slightly surfaced, finely-wove paper. The 

top of the cap of liberty falls well over to the right. The hands 
clasping the pole are tolerably distinct. The E and N of CENTAVOS 
almost touch each other. The pearls in the circle, outside the 
letteri ng, vary in number, according to the type. There are 7l in 
one type, and 78 in the other. The o of CENTAVOS is the same size as 
the rest of the lettering. 

Forged. First Set. 
Lithographed on coarsely-wove paper. The cap of liberty looks 

more like a bundle of flax on a distaff than anything else, and the 
top hardly choops over at all. There is a considerable space between 
the E and N of CENTAVOS, and the o in the same word is much 
smaller than the rest of the lettering. All the values have 81 pearls 
round the circle. The hands and arms holding the pole in the 
originals are here represented by two parallel wavy lines. 

Postmarks. 
I have seen the genuine stamps postmarked with an oval the same 

as the firot issue, and also with a different sort of oval, composed of a 
number of thin straight lines, with words and figures in a space in 
the centre. The forgeries are postmarked with five thick, parallel, 
black bars, making an oblong considerably larger than the stamp 
cancelled by it. Compared with the forgeries of the first issue, I 
must say that the counterfeits just described are very fairly done, 
and they are likely to deceive many. 

Forged. Second Set. 
This forgery can easily be detected, but still it looks very well at 

a first glance. I have only seen it quite lately, so it is either a new 
one just out, or a very old one not now in the market. Litho-
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graphed. There are no rays or lines of any kind outside the pearled 
circle except two curved parallel lines in each corner, so that the 
stamp looks like a central circle on a white ground, as indeed it is. 
The pole, bearing the cap of liberty, is solid; and the hands clasping 
it are represented in this fot"gery by two perfectly straight parallel 
lines running behind the pole. The central oval is also very uneven, 
its outlines being quite ragaed. I don't think it necessary to trouble 
my readers with a further ~escrilltion, as the above tests will abtm­
dantly suffice for the cletection of this imposture. 

Postmarks. 
This forgery is often found unused ; that is to say, the majority of 

the few I have seen were not cancelled; but one I have is obliterated 
with an imitation of the old transverse oval of the first issue, only 
much too thick. 

I ssu e of 1864. 15 Centavos. 

I am not sure whether there is a full set of 
the forgeries of this issue. I have seen a bad ly­
done 5 c., but I never saw a 10 c. This 15 c. 
now to be described is a capital imitation, and 
must have been copied by transferring. If it 
were not for the method of printing, and the 
want of a watermark, I should call it a dangerous 
forgery. 

Genuine. 
Engraved in taille-douce; watermarked R A., in script letters; badly 

perforated 12; also found rarely unperforated, and sometimes un­
watermarked ; but both the latter are very scarce, and not likely to be 
offered to collectors in a general way. The upper lip is almost straight. 
The background is so very dark that the outline of the back of the 
head can hardly be traced at all. The shading on the forehead is 
composed of very fine dotted li nes. There is a triangular-shaped 
white dot at the base of each of the trefoil-like ornaments in the 
spandrels, as well as on each side of them. The bow of the necktie 
is so little shaded that it is hardly visihle. The l of 15 on each side 
is just the least bit higher than the 5. The ink stands out very 
much from the paper. 

Forged. 
Lithographed, rather well done; no watermark; unperforated. The 

upper lip is very much curved in the middle ; and this is really the 
only place in which the forgery differs very much from the genuine. 
The background is not very dark, and the outline of the head is so 
dark at the back that it can be seen very distinctly. The shading of 
the forehead is composed of rather coarse lines, not dotted. There is 
no white spot at the base of each of the trefoil ornaments in the 
spandrels, though they have the other dots like the genuine. The 
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how of the necktie is very darkly shaded, so much so indeed, that it 
appears to be the most prominent portion of the design except the 
face. The 1 of each 15 is exactly the same height as its 5. Being a 
li thograph, of course the ink does not stand out from the paper. 

P ostmarks. 
The genuine stamps rejoice in a great variety of postmarks. I 

have seen CERTIF in very large letters, being, I suppose, part of 
the word "CERTI FICADO." I have also another with a double circle, 
with name and elate ; and another with a single thick circle, struck 
in blue, with thick lettering ; another of my copies bears a large 
diamond of diamond-shaped clots ; and another has a large transverse 
oval, like the usual postmark of the first issue. 

The forgeri es are postmarked with five or six thi ck parallel bars. 

Issue of 1867. 5, 10, 15 c. 

Genuine. 
Very finely engraved in taille-douce; machine-perforated 13. 

Forged. 
Very badly li thographed; pin-pricked 13t; colours chalky. I 

saw some forgeries of this set as above a few months ago; but they 
were really so extremely bad that I did not think it worth while to 
take note of their points of difference from. the genuine, and the 
simple notice just given will be quite enough. The genuine stamps 
are extremely well executed, and will bear examination wi th a 
microscope; whilst the forgeries of them would certainly not be 
likely to deceive anybody, they are so bad in every way. I have 
not yet seen forgeri es of any other issues besides those already 
described ; but I have heard of some decent counterfeits of those of 
1864. 

AUSTRIA . 
Journal Stamps. 

1851. No value ; blue, yellow, rose; unperforated. 
1856. No value; red; machine-perforated 14t. 

Very few of the Austrian stamps have attracted the kind 
attention of the forgers; I suppose becam e most of them are so 
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common as not to be worth counterfeiting. But the early 
journal stamps, with head of Mercury, have always been among 
the rarities of collections, except, indeed, the blue one; and so 
they have been forged not one nor twice. However, I think 
that we all have a very easy means of testing a supposed 
forgery of any stamp of the above issue, because blue, yellow, 
rose, and red are all from the same die, so that the common 
blue one can be used to test the real value of any of its brethren 
whose authenticity may be doubted; or, in other words, the 
rare ones, if genuine, will correspond with the design of the 
common blue one, line for line. 

Gentdne. 
Typographed (?) usually on thick, rough, wove paper. There is a 

most peculiar long curly line attached to the P of POST at the base, 
pointing to the left, and a similar one attached to the first K on the 
opposite side of the stamp. There is a hyphen after the word 
ZEITUNGS, and at some little distance from the end of the word. The 
hyphen is level with the centre of the letters. The tunic runs into 
the outline of the inner square, just above the beginning of the s in 
STAMPEL. The corner ornaments are heraldic roses, with four large 
petals, and four smaller ones peeping out from behind them. The 
lips stick out a good deal, and the upper one projects Leyond the 
lower. There is a very strong line of shading at the corn.er of the 
nose. The ehacling of the groundwork of the square is very much 
closer and darker at the bottom than at the top. The direresis over 
the A of S1'AMPEL does not touch the white line above it. 

F orged. First ldet. 
Lithographed on rather thin Lluish paper ; unperforated. The P 

of POST is in block type, and it has no indication of the curly tail of 
the genuine. The hyphen after the word ZEITUNGS is level with 
the bottom of the letters, and it is too near the word. There is also 
a hyphen after the word POS'r, which is like the genuine. The front 
of the tunic runs into the outline of the inner square, just over the 
middle of the ~· of STAMPEL. The ornaments in the corners are 
an unknown species of flower, of the shape of a St. Andrew's 
Cross, not in the least like heraldic, or any other roses. The lips 
appear to be close shut, and they do not project, and are level with 
each other. The nose is hooked instead of straight, and the line of 
shading at the corner of the nose is extremely faint. The shading 
at the bottom of the square is very little darker or closer than at 
the top. The direresis over the A of STAMPEL touches the white 
line above it, so that it is not seen except on close inspection. 

Forged. Second Set. 
Very like the last; lithographed on thinnish white paper; un-
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perforated. Dot after ZEI'fUNGS. Tunic comes into outline of the 
square on the right side of the T in STAMPEL. The direresis over 
the A in the same word is very low down, almost touching the A. 
With these exceptions this forgery is almost e~actly like the one 
just described. 

Forged. Third Set. 
Lithographed on thicker paper than the other two sets of coun­

terfeits. Of this forgery I have only seen two copies, one in pale 
salmon-colour, and the other in dull, chalky green. There is a dim 
blotch after ZEITUNGS. The first K has a hyphen just before it, 
close to the base of the letter, supposed to be an imitation of the 
curved line in the original. The word STAMPEL is quite unreadable. 
The nose bas a slight curve ; but is neither hooked nor straight. 
The front of the tunic runs into the outline of the inner square, 
j nst above the middle of the s of STAMPEL. The P of POST is in 
ordinary type; but has not the tail proj ecting from it which is seen 
in the genuine. The roses in the corners are plain four-leaved 
flowers. The whole impression is very dim. 

Postmarks. 
The genuine stamps are usually cancelled with a thi ck single or 

double circle, containing ZEITUNG S-POST, and the name of the office. 
The first and second sets of forgeries are postmarked with a number 
of dots, forming a rectangle larger than the stamp. The thirrl set is 
not cancelled. 

My readers will do well to be careful before buying any but the 
blue stamp of this issue, because the others are very hard to procure, 
aml most of those one meets with so commonly are forgeries, and 
the fin e-looking, unused ones are only reprints. 

Mr. Pemberton, in the Philatelical J ournal, says that the originals 
of 1850 may be known by the thick paper, and thick brown gum ; 
and the original one of 1858 is perforated with small holes, 1 4~. 
The reprints are on thinner paper, with thin gum, slightly tinted 
with brown ; and the reprint of 1858 is perforated with large holes, 
lO instead of 1 4~. I do not know how many times these stamps 
have been reprinted; but they have been certainly reprinted twice, 
if not oftener. 

Issue of 1867. Foreign Offices; 3 So1dL 

'ii'sS0:6:!:26:6:6:&1< I believe this is rather a new forgery ; for I 
never remember meeting with it until within 
the last twelve or eighteen months, The 
original is common enough, and it is almost 
a wonder that the forgers have thought it 
worth their while to imitate it. However, 
I suppose they know their own business best. 
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Genuine. 
Engraved in epargne, on thick, wove paper; machine-perforated 9!. 

The hair upon the back of the head is perfectly distinct, and, in an 
unused copy, the whole of the coloured portion of the stamp is 
plainly sunken, so that the ornamental spandrels and some other parts 
seem to be slightly in relief. This does not show so much in those 
copies which have passed the post, as they get flattened by being 
wetted. There are ninety pearls in the circle round the head , and 
they are all tolerably even and of 011e size, The perforation is very 
cleanly cut, and it is so close to the stamp as almost to cut into the 
border of the stamp itself, so that, if the sheet has not been made to 
"register" exactly in the perforating-machine, the border, on one side 
or the other, is frequently cut off altogether, 

Forged, 
Lithographed ; perforated 9, Being lithographed, of course there 

is not the slightest sign of the design being sunken. The perforation 
is applied in such a way as to leave a considerable margin between it 
and the border, upon which it never encroaches. There is hardly 
any shading to be seen on the back of the head, which looks almost 
white. There are only eighty fearls, or thereabouts, round the head. 
These pearls, instead of being o a good size, and regular, and uniform, 
as in the originals, are very small and uneven; and a very superficia l 
examination of them will be quite enough to detect this forgery 
without any other test. 

Postmarks. 
The genuine are usually cancelled with either one thi ck circle, con­

taining name and date in thick letters, or two thin circles, with name 
and elate in thin letters. I have not seen any postmarks on the for-
geries. 

BAHAMAS. 
One P enny ; red, carmin e . 

1859. Unperforatecl, also perforated, 14, 13, 12. No watermark. 
1862. Machine-perforated 12!, 14. Watermark crown and cc. 

1875. Vermilion; machine-perforatecl14. \Vatermark crown and cc. 

I have given the above list of the different 
issues of the penny stamp so as to assist in 
the detection of any future forgeries which 
may appear; but the originals are so very 
pretty, and so nicely executed, that there is 
not much fear of any of the forgeries being 
dangerous. Before I say anything about the 
counterfeit now to be described, perhaps I 

had better mention a fact which some of my readers have no 
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doubt, by this time, found out for themselves; and that is, that 
these penny f tamps will not stand the application of water. I 
have seen some most doleful-looking specimens occasionally in 
ihe albums of amateurs who were not aw<>re of this peculiarity. 
I would recommend, therefore, that, to remove any backing off 
these stamps, they should be floated on water with the face up­
permost, care being taken that no single drop touch eo the face ; 
and when they are thoroughly moist, the back will come off 
without difficulty. This is the way I always treat my own 
stamps, and I never get the faces wet, and thus do not damdge 
them. 

Gem,ine. 
Engraved in taille-douce; perforated and watermarked as above, 

according to the issue. The shading of the oval behind the head is 
composed of crossed lines ; but the vertical lines are slightly more 
prominent than the horizontal ones. The face is shaded all over, 
except just along the ridge of the nose, and on the forehead between 
the eyebrows ; the neck is also shaded all over. The highest leaf of 
the top tuft of the pine-apple touches the top of i ts containing OYal. 
The top of the conch-shell in the oval on the other side of the stamp 
also touches the top of i ts containing oval. There are two lines of 
shading on the ribbon immediately before the first letter of T~T ER­
I NSU LAR, and two similar lines immediately after the last letter of 
POSTAGE. The border of th e stamp is a clark strip of engine-tmning ; 
and imtuediately inside this is n1ore engine-turning, but of a lighter 
and more lace-like pattern, not so heavily coloured. There are 
twenty-seven jewels in the lowest row of the crown, resting upon 
the hair. 

Forged. 
Lithographed; pin-pricked 13; no watermark. The shading of 

the oval behind the head is of vertical lines only. All the central 
portion of the h ce is unshaclccl ; and the centre of the bott.om of the 
neck is also white. The highest leaf of the tuft of the pine-apple 
does not touch the top of the little oval ; nor does the top of the 
conch-shell touch the top of its oval either. There are no lines of 
shading on the ribbon, either immediately before or after the inscrip­
tion. My readers must please understand that I do not refer to the 
folded part of the ribbon, as this is shaded on the right side in both 
geuuine and forged ; hut I simply speak of the flat portion of it 
which contains the \\'ords I ~'l'ERINSOLAR POSTAGE. The border of 
the stamp is pretty fairly imitated; but the beautiful lace-\\'ork just 
inside the border is, in these forgeries, represented by hea,·y and 
clumsy blotches and masses of colour. It is impossible to count the 
lowest row of jewels of the crown resting upon the hair, as on the 
right side of the head (i.e. , on the left side of the stamp), they run 
together into a white line. 
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Fourpen ce, rose; Sixpen ce, grey, mauv e. 
1859. No watermark; machine-perforated 14, 13, 12. 
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1862- 63. ·watermarked with crown and cc; machine-perforated 12i, 14. 

Gen./uine. 
Engraved in taille-do"ce; both from the same die ; perforation 

and watermark as above, according to the issue. The background, 
outside the central oval, is composed of strips of engine-turning in 
two patterns, placed alternately ; and each alternate strip, beginning 
with the outer one on each side, has a row of diamond-shaped dots 
running down the centre of it. None of the stars in the four 
corners of the stamp touch their containing sc1uares anywhere, and 
they are all exactly alike. The central oval, behind the bust, is 
formed of very fine crossed lines, vertical and horizontal ; hut I 
ought to mention here that I possess a copy of the 6d. of 1859 
which certainly appears to have a solid background behind the bust. 
However, it is possible that the paper may have been too clamp, 
causing the fine lines to run into each other. There are either 
eighteen or nineteen pearls in the necklace; and the central one, 
which has a spot in the middle of it, is very much larger than any 
of the others. The base of the crown has two rows of pearls, with 
a row of diamonds, or some other j ewels, between them. The 
upper outline of the value-label does not encroach upon the ribbon 
containing the word POSTAGE. The whole stamp is very deli cately 
engraved. The queen's lips are slightly parted, as though she were 
just going to speak. 

Forged. 
Lithographed ; no watermark ; perforated ll t- This perforation 

is done much better than usual, though, of course, no Bahamas 
stamp was ever perforated to this gauge, nor is likely to be. The 
dots on the alternate strips of engine-turning (or what represents 
the engine-turning) are of various shapes, but mostly square. One 
point of each of the lower stars usually touches its containing 
square sometvhere; and the lower stars are generally badly clone, and 
not like the upper ones. The central oval, behind the bust, is com­
posed of crossed lines like the genuine ; but they are blotchy, 
coarse, and indistinct; very unlike the genuine. There are thirteen 
pearls in the necklace. They are not ni cely graduated in size like 
the genuine ; and the one with the spot in the centre of it is not so 
large as the one immediately to the left of it. The base of the 
crown is formed of three rows of pearls, the central row being like 
those above and below it. The bottom of the ribbon containing the 
word POSTAGE is cut into by the straight value-label below it, so 
that the s and T of the word have to be made a little smaller than 
the rest of the letters. The whole stamp has a coarse look. The 
queen's lips are far too wicle open, and she looks as though she were 
going to scream rather than speak. 

0 
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One Shilling, green. 1862. 

:Machine-perforated 12~, 14; watermarked "~th crown and cc. 

The design, paper, and manner of printing 
of this stamp are all considerably different from 
those of the ones just described; and I think 
that, on the whole, the forgers have not been 
quite so successful in this as in the lower 
values. However, my readers must judge for 
themselves. 

Genuine. 

Engraved in epargne; machine-perforated, and watermarked as 
above, on slightly glc<ce paper. This stamj), though not particularly 
striking, is very carefully engraved. The face is shaded almost all 
over, though there is a small unshaded portion at the corner of the 
nose, and another at the top of the forehead. The ear is all shaded 
except the tip, which hangs down a little. Just under the middle A 
of BAHA~IAS there is a small circle, or ring, with another circle in the 
centre of it. The conch-shell in the right lower corner has a sharp 
spike projecting from the right-hand side about the centre, and 
another from the left-hand side at the bottom. There are five leaves 
at the base of the pine-apple, and five more in the bunch at the top. 
If a straight line were drawn down through the centre of the pine­
apple it would cut into the o of ONE, considerably to the right of its 
centre. The white space round the central medallion is equally 
broad all round, and the outline of the portrait does not trespass 
upon this white space anywhere. There is a tiny full stop after the 
Etruscan bordering to the right, above the G of SHILLI:<G ; and the 
upper horizontal stroke of the last key in this pattern is wanting, as 
the border cuts it oft". 

Forged. 

Lithographed on ordinary white wove paper; pin-pricked 13 ; no 
watermark, ungummed. The front of the face, from the forehead to 
the chin, has hardly any shading upon it. The rim of the ear is 
white, and the lobe of it inclines forward instead of downward. The 
letters of the name BAHAMAS are clumsily copied, and the circle 
tmder the middle A has a clot in the centre of it. The spikes on the 
conch-shell are absent. There are only fom leaves at the base of the 
pine-apple, and the leaves on the top cannot be counted. A line 
drawn down through the centre of the pine-apple wonld cut exactly 
through the centre of the o of O:<E. The· white space round the 
inside of the central medallion is much broader in some parts than 
others, notably under the MA of BAHAMAS, and below the base of the 
neck. The chignon, and the pointed front of the neck, project 
slightly into this white space. There is no stop at the right-hand 
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end of the Etruscan, or key-pattern, and the last key over the G of 
SHILLING is only a straight line. The base of the defective key over 
the s of SHILLING is much longer than the bases of the others ; 
whereas, in the genuine, it is the same length as the others. 

Postmarks. 

The genuine postmark is an oval formed by straight lines, with 
two curved lines at each end, and "A o 5" in the space thus made. 
Some of the forgeries bear a similar cancellation, but with two more 
curved lines on each side instead of the lettering. Some of them 
have an oval ring, containing six parallel bars, like one of the Spanish 
postmarks; and I have also seen them cancelled with four concentric 
l'ings. 

BARBADOS. 

English people have a very peculiar habit 
of insisting upon adding an E to the name of 
this island. I really do not remember ever 
having seen the name written in book, news­
paper, or pamphlet, except, of course, in the 
various philatelical publications, otherwise than 
"Darbadoes;" and even Mr. Pemberton's Hand­
book will be found to have this same defect. 

However, my task is to describe stamp-forgeries, and not English 
peculiarities, and I merely mention this en passant. 

The Barbados stamps are rather difficult to arrange, and the 
varieties of paper, watermark, perforation, etc., are decidedly 
puzzling. There appear to me to have been several types; but 
I fancy that some of them are simply due to the wear and tear 
of the plates. Originally there was a cord or line round the 
centre of the smaller chest or package beside Britannia; but 
after a tinre this disappears altogether bit by bit. Another 
type or "state" has the lines of engine-turning in the back­
ground set very much closer together, so that the vertical line 
of diamond-shaped dots to the left of the spear is not visible. 
These two types or "states" are found only on the stamps 
without value indicated. All those with BARBADOS at the top, 
and value at the bottom, even from the first unperforated six­
pence and one shilling, are on the second state of the die, with 
the lines close together. The head-dress of Britannia is a helmet, 
with some animal (a lion 1) couchant on the top of it, and two 
five-pointed stars below the animal. This is in the first state 
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of the plate. The second state, with fine lines of engine­
turning, shows only one of the stars (the one immediately over 
the right eye of Britannia), the other being obliterated. I have 
given this slight description of the types or states, as I do not 
remember having noticed any mention of them elsewhere. 

Second I ssue of 1852. Value not indicated. Green, blue. 

Genuine. 
Engraved in taille-clouce, on several sorts of white wove paper; no 

watermark ; unperforatecl. 
Britannia wears a helmet, as above described, with a lion on the 

top of it, and two five-pointed stars, or one star, according to the 
state of the plate, below the lion. The bordering at the top and 
sides of the stamp looks rather iHtricate at first sight; but it is not 
really so, being merely formed of little crescents in white outline, 
intersecting each other. At the top there are eleven entire crescents, 
with a half-crescent at each end to fill up. On the left side there 
are fourteen entire crescents, with a three-quarter crescent to fill up 
at the top and bottom. The right side is exactly the same as the 
left. The heacl of the spear is diamond-shaped, and one-half of the 
diamond is shaded. The eyebrows are very distinct, and so is the 
outline of the side of the nose. From the brooch on the shell­
collar do\Yn almost to the waist there are several vertical lines of 
shading on the front of the dress, indicating folds. The ship is very 
nicely done, and represents a three-master, square~rigged, with a 
long pennant, which streams out so as almost to touch the arm of 
Britannia. The hair on the right side of the face is dark all over. 
The first finger of the left hand is a little shorter than the rest, and 
is rather apart from them. All four fingers or knuckles can be seen 
on the hand holding the spear. 

Fm-gecl. 
Poorly lithographed on thick white wove paper, the white parts 

generally being a little smeared with the ink, so as just to give the 
surface a greenish or bluish tinge, according to the colour of the 
stamp. The helmet of Britannia appears to be a cap of Liberty, 
with a white knob on the top. There is a blotch on it, above the 
right eye, which, I suppose, is intended to represent one of the five­
pointed stars ; but it is a failure. The top bordering consists of ten 
perfect or entire crescents, with almost a whole one to fill up on the 
left end, and a very little bit of one to fill up on the right end of it. 
The bordering clown the left side of the stamp has fourteen whole 
crescents, with a half-crescent to fi ll up at each encl. The bordering 
down the right side has also fourteen whole crescents, but with a 
three-quarter crescent to fi ll 11p at the top and bottom. These 
crescents are bluntly-pointed, and very much more clumsy and 
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coarse than those of the genuine. The head of the spear is of a long 
pointed shape, just like the flame of a candle, and it is not shaded. 
There are no eyebrows, and the nose is represented by a dot without 
any side-line. There are no vertical lines clown the front of the 
breast of the dress. I do not think even a sailor would be able to 
tell what vessel, or rather what sort of vessel, the design is intended 
to represent, as the sails seem to be all in one line, as though there 
were three sails on each yard. The pennant or streamer is very 
short, and does not go near the arm. The hair on the right side of 
the face has a white patch in the centre of it. The first and fourth 
fingers are much too short, and the second and third are much too 
long. There is no particular separation between the first and the 
other fingers. Two of the knuckles of the hand holding the spear 
can be made out; but the other two are jumbled together. 

Postmw·ks. 
The originals bear several varieties of cancellation. I have some 

early ones, with an oval formed by four lines at the top, four at the 
bottom, and two curved ones at each end, with a large numeral in 
the central space thus made. The later ones generally have sixteen 
oblong blotches, arranged in an oval curve, with their ends pointing 
to the centre, ancl a numeral in the middle as before. The later 
ones, with watermark, bear the name of the island in a plain, single 
circle, like our own common postmark, with date of month and year 
in the centre. These forgeries are either uncancelled, or pen-stroked 
with a cross. I have not seen the forgery of the red stamp of this 
issue. 

Issue of 1859 . Sixpence, One Shilling. 

These stamps are only found on what I have called the 
second state of the plate, with the background of fine lines 
set close together. The only thing d ifferent in this set is that 
the name has been cut in a curve over the head of Britannia, 
and the value added at the bottom, where BARBADOS used to be. 

Genuine. 
Engraved in te<ille-clmtce, on very thick paper ; unperforated. In 

the SIXPENCE the name is in ordinary capitals, and the value in 
"sa.ns serif," or block letters. In the ONE SHILLI}l"G the name is in 
block letters, and the value is in ordinary capitals. All the other tests 
are exactly the same as in the genuine stamps just described. 

Forged. 
Very poorly lithographed on rather thin yellowish paper; un­

perforated. In both values the name is in ordinary capitals, and 
the value in block letters. In the SI XPENCE the value is in letters 
which are very much smaller than the genuine, and they do not fil l 
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up the label. All the other tests for both these forgeries are exactly 
the same as in the counterfeits just described. The imitations of the 
earlier issue are much better executed than these, which are very 
much smudged. 

Postmarks. 
The genuine stamps are postmarked like the earlier ones. The 

forgeries are cancelled with an imitation of the postmark of lines 
forming an oval, but without the central numeral. 

Of course it will be understood that I have not attempted to 
make a catalogue of the genuine stamps, but simply to mention those 
stamps, or those variations, which were necessary for the proper 
detection of the two sets of forgeries now exposed. 

BAVARIA. 
1849. 1 Kreuzer, black. 

This stamp is said to exist with and without 
the silk thread found on later issues; but I have 
never yet seen one with the thread. Of course 
if any reader should possess one with the thread, 
he may be pretty sure of its genuineness. How­
ever, I have met with rather clever imitations of 
other stamps possessing this thread, clone in the 

following manner : The stamp was printed on very thin paper, 
then the thread gummed on the back of it, and then another 
sheet of thin paper laid over that, so that, looking at the light 
through the stamp, it seemed all right; but of course the fraud 
was exposed on putting the made-up stamp into water. I sup­
pose I need hardly say that, in all genuine stamps made with 
the silk thread, the thread is worked into the very substance of 
the paper in the act of manufacture, and that no amount of 
soaking in water will bring the thread out. ·with regard to the 
stamp now to be described, I must do the forgers the justice of 
saying that they have copied it pretty well, and it is a hard 
matter to point out any very striking tests. The forgery is, I 
believe, tolerably common throc1ghout Europe, and has had a 
good sale. I asked a friend, going into Bavaria some time ago, 
to bring back a specimen or two of this 1 kr. black for me. 
One on!~ was sent, and that, when I came to examine it, proved 
to be tlns very forgery, so that my readers must not trust too 
much in the genuineness of their specimens, even though they 
should have been procured in Bavaria itself. 
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Genuine. 

Engraved in lfpargne, in greyish black, on yellowish paper; usually 
without the silk thread. The solid labels which bear the words of 
value, name, etc., are only a very little darker than the rest of the 
stamp. They are also rather spotty-that is to say, the ink has left 
little places untouched-and the figure in the centre is at an equal 
distance from both top and bottom of the central square of maze­
work. The maze-work itself is rather irregular at the top, and uncler 
the letters AYE of BAYERN it does not come up far enough, thus 
leavino a broader space of white there than in any other part. The 
little ftgures in each corner are all well made, and perfectly distinct. 

F01·ged. 
Lithographed in very black ink, on very white paper; no silk 

thread, of course. The solid labels containing name, value, etc., are 
intensely black, and there are no spots of white upon them. The 
large figure in the middle of the stamp is nearer to the bottom of its 
containing square than to the top. The maze-work comes quite close 
up to the top and bottom boundary lines, but not quite so close to 
the side boundary lines. The little figures in the corners are not all 
alike, and are not very distinct. 

There have been several forgeries of this stamp, some of them 
better in execution than the one now under discussion, but not so 
accurate in minute details. I think the easiest and readiest test for 
this present forgery is the intense blackness of the lo.bels, especially 
the one bearing the word EI N, which, being a short word, allows 
more of the label to be seen. 

Postmarks. 

The old Bavarians used to be postmarked with a thing like a 
wheel, without the tyre; that is to say containing only the centre 
and spokes. The present forgery is cancelled with an oval, com­
posed of straight lines. 

BERGEDORF. 
Nov. 1, 1862. ! Schill., black on violet ; 3 Schill. , black 

on rose. 

These stamps have always been very rare; and this is not to 
be wondered at, when we consider the extremely short life 
which they enjoyed. They were suppressed on the lOth of the 
same month, making way for the very common ~- schill., black 
on. ?lue, and the 3 schill. , blue on rose. But though the 
on gmals are so rare, the reprints are more common, and I fancy 
that they have been often passed off on the unsuspecting as real 
originals. However, collectors need not be taken in with them 
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if they will remember that the originals are very nicely done, 
and all the design is very clear; whereas these reprints show 
very evident signs of wear in the matrix. Besides this, the 
originals are in soft colours, whilst the reprints are on paper 
which is too highly coloured, and they look altogether too new. 
Of course it will be understood that I am not condemning the 
reprints, for I think that when the originals are unattainable the 
reprints serve to show us what they are like; but I altogether 
object to these, or any other reprints, being palmed off by some 
unscrupulous dealer upon his clients as originals, for in this 
case the reprints are nothing better than forgeries. \Vith regard 
to the forgeries of the stamps of this issue, I have not seen any 
which can compare for a moment with the extremely well­
executed counterfeits of the later set, but it is possible that 
such may exist; and therefore my readers will do well to 
remember the tests of the second issue, to be given hereafter, 
and apply them to any soi-disant stamps of the first issue offered 
to them for sale, as the same tests (barring the change of colours) 
will serve for both issues. 

Gemtine t Schill., black on violet. 
(Mr. Pemberton speaks of the "die" of these stamps, but they certainly 

appear to me to be lithographs.) 
Lithographed, in greyish black, on rather dull violet, wove paper. 

Surrounding the central design . there is a circle of little rings, all 
linked together; aml these rings are fifty-five in number. Both in 
this and all the other values of both issues the central design is 
formed by "dimidiation," as the heralds call it, of half of the 
double-heaJed eagle of Ltibeck joined to half of the triple-turreted 
castle of Hamburg, showing, I suppose, that Bergedorf was under 
the joint protection of these two places. The left-band turret is 
very slightly lower than the right-hand one. The half of a tail 
which the heralds haYe left to the unfortunate eagle is very shape­
less, and is cut off somewhat obliquely at the bottom. The tail of 
each R in BERGEDORF turns up a little at the end. Between the 
point of the beak of the eagle and its wing two of the oblique lines 
of shading of the groundwork can be seen. The tail of the Kin the 
word POSTMARKE does not join the straight first-stroke of that letter 
at all, but. springs out of the oblique side-stroke instead. It will be 
understood that the reprints have all these characteristics, and merely 
fail by having the colour too bright and the design much worn. 

Forged ~ Schill. 
Lithographed ; paper and colour much duller than in the genuine. 

The forgers have not troubled to count the little rings surrounding 
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the central circle, or else the designer was too lazy to put in the full 
number; at any rate, there are but forty-seven of them in lieu of 
the orthodox fifty-live. The left-hand turret is higher instead of 
lower than the right-hand one. The eagle's tail, or half tail, appears 
to be covered with hair instead of feathers. The tail of each R in 
the word BERGEDORF ends sc1uare at the bottom, instead of turning 
up. Between the point of the eagle's beak ancl its wing only one 
line can be distinguished, instead of two. The tail of the K in the 
word POSTMARKE is like that of an ordinary capital K. This forgery 
is not particularly dangerous, owing to the mistake about the num­
ber of the little rings, and the general badness of the execution. 

Genuine 3 Schill. 

Lithographed in greyish black, on rose, or rather pale red paper. 
Mr. Pemberton, in his Handbook, chronicles this value as "green." 
I suppose this is a printer's error, for I never heard of, or saw such a 
stamp, though I have many times seen the rose, or red one. There 
are, as usual, fifty-five linked rings encircling the central design. 
The lower half of the B in the word BERGEDORF is a good deal 
larger than the upper one. The tail of the first R in this word is 
thickest in the middle, and gets narrower towards each extremity. 
The last R in the same word has the tail smallest at the point of in­
sertion and widest at the outer end. 

Forged 3 Schill. 

The linked rings are fifty-one in number, so that this forgery, like 
the one just described, can be easily detected by anyone who will 
give himself the trouble of countmg the said rings. The IJottom 
half of the Bin BERGEDORF is very nearly the same size as the upper 
half. The first R in this word has its tail of very nearly the same 
width throughout its whole length. The tail of the second R is 
small at each end, and gets thicker in the middle. 

In both these forgeries the little linked rings are not exactly alike 
all the way round ; some of them are too small, and some of them 
encroach too nntch upon their neighbours ; i.e. are too 'much linked. 
Both forgeries agree with the genuine in one respect, and that is, 
that the little balls in the inner corners all touch both the circle of 
linked rings and the outer frame. In the forgeries of the second 
issue these balls do not all touch, although in other respects these 
latter forgeries are greatly superior. 

Postmctrks. 

I do not remember seeing a postmarked specimen of this issue ; 
but the forgeries are obliterated with five long, parallel black lines, 
after the manner of the stamps of Hamburg. I have also seen one 
or two of these counterfeits cancelled with a shapeless blotch of 
ordinary writing-ink. 
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Second Issue; November lOth, 1862. ~ ' 1, 1~, 3, 4 Schilling. 
I can remember the time when these stamps were decidedly 

uncommon ; but now they are to be found in every collection, 
with the exception of the lt "SCHILLINGE," with the final E, 

which variety is not often met with. I suppose the reason why 
the set of five can now be bought unused for the not very 
alarming sum of 9d. is, that all the remaining stock in the 
hands of the officials was, no doubt, bought up by the dealers 
when the stamps became obsolete. But, on the other hand, the 
forgeries are so extremely well done, and these Bergedorfs· have 
been so little studied, that I very rarely see a set in a collection 
without at least one duffer among them. And therefore I hope 
that this expose of the counterfeits will be found useful even by 
the dealers, as well as by amateurs. To show how careful one ought 
to be, I may mention that only a few weeks ago one of our 
principal dealers sent me twenty or thirty of these Bergedorfs, 
which had been decided to be genuine by him and by several 
amateurs, and I found that only three or four out of the whole 
lot were genuine. I do not say this with the intention of making 
myself out to be so much more clever than anybody else, but 
simply to show that unless the tests happen to be known, these 
forgeries may very easily deceive anybody. As there are several 
slight differences between the various stamps of the set , I shall 
have to take each one separately. 

Genuine ! Schill. 
Lithographed in rather dull black, on somewhat 

pale Prussian-blue, wove paper. I may mention here 
that the test of the stamps of the first issue is of no 
use with this set, as the originals and the forged both 
bear, in all the values, the fifty-five little linked rings 

· round the central design. The best test for most of this 
set is in the fact that the little balls outside the linked rings all touch 
both the said 1·ings and the outer frame in the genuine ; whereas, in 
the forgeries, some of the balls touch the frame, some of them touch 
the rings, some of them touch both ; but in no case do they all touch 
both. On the body of the castle, between the base and the battle­
ments, there are nine horizontal lines, representing the courses of 
the masonry ; and there are, as far as I can make out, ten of these 
lines on each of the turrets, between their bases and roofs. 

Forged ! Schill. 
Lithographed in intense black, on very clark blue paper, though 

still of a Prussian-blue tint. The ball in the right-hand bottom 
corner, just above the A, does not touch the linked rings. There are 
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only six of the horizontal lines to be seen on the body of the castle, 
and the same number on each of the turrets; which latter can be 
very easily counted, though they are difficult to reckon on the 
genuine. The tint of this stamp is a good test, for it is very much 
darker than the genuine, though not at all dull. 

Gem,ine 1 Schill. 
Lithographed in very dull black, on yellowish­

white wove paper. All my own copies are on yel­
lowish-white; but I fancy I have seen some printed 
on pure white. All the li ttle balls touch both the 
linked rings and the frame, except the one in the 
left top corner above the L, and the one in the right 
top corner below the H, l)oth of which touch the 

border, but not the linked rings. The bottom half of the n of 
BERGEDORF is a good deal larger than the top half. The lines in 
the background, behiml the arms, are very much waved, and, just 
under the tip of the wing of the eagle, there will be noticed 
several lines more waved than the rest, quite curly, in fact. The 
little shielcl on the breast of the eagle bears four very plainly-visible 
vertical lines. 

Forged 1 ,Schill. 
Lithograpl1 ed in a very spotty-looking black, on white wove paper. 

The little ball above the H in the right-hand top corner does not 
touch either the frame or the linked ring;; and the ball below the 
H does not touch the rings ; all the othet· balls touch both. The 
bottom half of the B of BERGEDORF is smaller than the top half, ancl 
it is badly shaped ; i.e. it is sloped away at the bottom. The lines in 
the background, behind the arms, are not much waved, and those 
just under the tip of the eagle's wing are no more waved than the 
others. Only one distinct line can be seen on the little shielcl on 
the eagle1

S breast, all the other lines having run together into a 
uniform black patch or blotch. The geneml outline of the linked 
rings does not forn1 a true circle. 

Genuine 11 Schilling. 
Lithographed, on pale yellow wove paper. All 

the balls touch both rings and frame. The B of 
BERGEDORF has its lower half considerably larger 
than the upper. There is a full stop very plainly 
visible after the u. in the value "EIN u. EIN HALB." 
The line which divides the fraction of H in the 
right-hand top corner touches the outer b017der-line 

of the frame, as does also the similar line of the fraction in the 
bottom left-hand corner. The shield on the breast of the eagle bears 
four distinct vertical lines. The second R in BERGEDORF is of the 
same size as the first R ; bui the tail is placed far too high up, 
according to our notion of what a capital n shouhl be. 
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Forged l ~ Schilling. 

Lithographed, on darkish yellow wove paper. All the balls touch 
both rings and frame, except the one above the A in the bottom right­
hand corner, which does not touch the rings. The upper half of the 
B of BERGEDORF is larger than the lower half. The end of the wing 
of the eagle will be seen to touch the two linked rings opposite to 
the L in the left-hand top corner. There is a very tiny full stop 
after the u. of the inscription, EIN u. EIN HALB, which can hardly 
be seen. The lines dividing the fractions are all much shorter than 
in the genuine, and none of them touch the frame anywhere. The 
shield on the eagle's breast contains three lines only. The first R of 
BERGEDORF has a squeezed-up look, and is not so broad as the 
second R. The tail of the latter R is of the usual shape. 

Genuine l ~ Schillinge. 

Lithographed, as before. This stamp is exactly the same as the 
one just described, with the exception of its having the value written 
as "SCHILLI~GE" with a final E, instead of "SCHILLING." 

Forged l ~ Schillinge. 

I have not yet come across any forgery of this variety. If, how­
ever, any such shoulcl exist, either in esse or in posse, the tests given 
above for the 1 ~ Schilling will serve to detect it. 

Genuine 3 Schill. 

Lithographed in chalky ultramarine blue, on 
pale pink, or rose paper. Copies which have 
passed through the post have the above tints 
particularly noticeable ; but most of the remain­
ders now sold are in a brighter shade of blue, 
and on quite a bright rose paper. This almost 
looks as though they were reprints rather than 
remainders of the actual issue ; but I will leave 

this to he decided by those who know more about the history of 
these stamps than I do. All the balls touch both rings and frame. 
The lower half of the B of BERGEDORF is larger than the upper 
half. The D of the same word is rather tall and narrow ; but 
still it is plainly a D, and nothing else. The lines to the right 
of the castle are a good deal waved, and they are very close to­
gether. The lines between the eagle's wing and neck are also 
IIlllCh waved. The post-horn has a very large mouthpiece, but the 
tube is very much smaller, or rather thinner, than the mouthpiece, 
until it hegins to turn round. The figures in the corners do not 
t0uch the outline of the little squares which contain them in any 
pmt. The little shield on the eagle's breast bears four lines. 

stampsmarter.com 



HOW TO DETECT FORGED STAMPS. 2!l 

Forged 3 Schill. 
Lithographed in clark ultramarine, on pale rose paper. All the 

balls touch both rings and frame, except the one in the left-hand 
bottom corner above the A, which does not touch the rings, and the 
one in the right-hand top corner below the H, which does not touch 
the frame. The upper half of the B of BERGEDORF is larger than 
the lower half. The D of the same word seems to be an o. The 
lines to the right of the castle are hardly waved at all, and they are 
far too wide apart. The lines between the eagle's wing and neck are 
four straight ones instead of the six wavy ones of the genuine. 
The post-horn is very badly drawn, and it is almost the same thick­
ness throughout, except at the "bell" encl. The 3 in the top right­
hand corner is like the genuine, and does not touch its containing 
square anywhere; but the 3 in the top left-hand corner touches the 
top of its square, the 3 in the bottom left-hand corner touches the 
top of its square, and the 3 in the bottom right-hand corner touches 
the bottom of its square. The little shield on the eagle's breast 
seems to bear two lines only. 

Gen"inc 4 Schill. 
Lithographed in dull black, on a sort of dirty 

Indian red, or Sienna red, wove paper. The cata­
logues agree to call this colour brown; but I think 
that Sienna reel is the real name for it. All the 
balls touch both frame and rings. The lettering in 
each side of the frame is very broact Just to the 
right of the top of the right-hand turret the lines 
of the background are very much waved. The tip 

of the eagle's wing tou.ches the rings just opposite to the L. The 
tube of the post-horn is very thin, much about the same thickness as 
the eagle's leg at the smallest part. Between the wing and neck of 
the eagle there are six wavy lines of background. The E of the 
word SCHILLINGE goes very close to the border of the frame. 

Forged 4 Schill. 
Lithographed in intense black, on almost salmon-coloured woye 

paper. The ball under the H in the right-hand top corner does not 
touch the rings, the ball above the A in the right-hand bottom 
corner does not touch the rings, and the ball above the L in the 
left-hand top corner does not touch the rings. All the lettering of 
the stamp is very long and thin, not half as broad as in the genuine. 
All the lines of the background on the right of the castle are almost 
straight, and very wide apart. The tip of the eagle's wing does not 
touch the rings. The tube of the post-horn is far too thick, and is 
almost the same thickness all the way, except just at the "bell" encl. 
Between the wing and neck of the ea&le there are four almost 
straight lines of background. The E of t11e word SCHILLINGE is at a 
considerable distance from the side of the frame. 
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PostrnMks. 
The genuine are very seldom to be met with postmarked. The 

forgeries just described are not cancelled. My readers will see that 
I have been rather elaborate in my description of these stamps, but 
it is because I consider the forgeries very decidedly dangerous ones. 
I have seen several other forgeries, but have none in my possession 
at present. However, tl1ey can easily be detected by the difference 
in the muuber of linked rings round the central design, having 
somewhere between forty and fifty instead of the normal fifty-five. 

BERMUDA. 
1865-66. ld., 2d. , 6d., l s . 

The head · on these stamps seems to be a 
favourite with the engravers, and it is to be 
found on a number of our colonial stamps, 
such as Dominica, St. Christopher, etc. All 
the forgeries bearing an imitation of this head, 
which will be found described in various parts 
of this work, have a very strong family like­
ness, even if they are not absolutely identical ; 

and therefore, when my readers have become well acquainted 
with the forgeries for one of these countries, it will need but an 
instant's inspection to enable them to detect a forgery for any 
of the others. 

Genuine. 

Engraved in lf]x<rgne; watermarked with crown and cc ; machine­
perforated 14. Part of the eyebrow is hidden by the hair. The 
rim of the ear is shaded, and the lobe is fat, and hangs down. The 
shading on the neck does not go quite across, leaving a " ·hite patch 
all down the front of the neck and throat. The thistles in the 
coronet are nearly as high as the pearls. 

Forged. 
Lithographed; no 'mtermark ; pin-perforated 13. The hair is 

brushed clear of the eyebrow. The rim of the ear is thin, and un­
shaded. The lobe is thin also, and does not hang down. The 
shadi ng of the neck goes right across. The thistle towards the front 
of the coronet is very small, and much lower than the pearls on 
each side of it. The one over the ear is rather higher than the 
pearls. In both genuine and forged the framework differs for each 
value. 

The simplest test for tl1ese forgeries is the absence of 'mtermark. 
I have not thought it necessary to enter into any very elaborate 
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description of the various other discrepancies between the genuine 
and the forged, because the forgeries are very poor, and not likely 
to mislead. Of the set, the shilling value is, perhaps, the best. 

Postmarks. 

The forged cancellation is very like the genuine one, but it does 
not bear the central figures. I cannot help wondering that the 
forgers should take so little notice of postmarks ; for almost all 
counterfeits bear some sort of a cancellation, and yet not one out of 
five hundred bears an obliteration in the smallest degree resembling 
the genuine, and that five -hundredth is, I believe, only a lucky 
coincidence. 

BOLIVIA. 
Before I begin with the ordinary stamps and their forgeries, 

I must warn the inexperienced against some timges de jantaisie 
which are very commonly offered for sale to those who do not 
know any better. They are BOGUS STAMPS, 2 centavos, pale 
yellow; 2 centavos, bright mauve; "1 peso," blue. 

Now I suppose that I need hardly say that these values 
never existed, and all three are simply imaginary stamps. They 
are more or less copies of the design of the first issue; but are 
lithogmphed. The 2 c., yellow, is so very faint that the design 
can scarcely be seen. The 2 c., mauve, is rather nicely done. 
The 1 peso resembles the 100 centavos genuine; but of course 
the value " 1 Peso" will instantly condemn it. 

I ssue of 1867. 50 Centavos, orange-yellow. 

The forgeries of the nine-star issue of this country were 
described by Mr. Atlee in the Philatelist, and re-described by 
me in the same journal some time after. I have also dissected 
them in my articles on "Forged Stamps" in the Bazaar news­
paper; but I believe the forgeries of the first issue have never 
yet been taken in hand by any one until now. 

Genuine. 

Very coarsely engraved in taille-douce, on thin, yellowish paper, 
The shoulder of the bird's wing near the s of CORREOS is pointed in 
all my copies ; and the outside of this wing is clear of the inner 
boundary-line of the name-oval from the top to about the first o of 
CORREos, where the wing and the outline of the oval run tooether 
into one line. All my copies have five curved lines of shacli~l" on 
the globe under the bird. The stamp is somewhat rounded at the 
corners, and all four comers are rounded alike. The ink stands up 
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a good deal from the surface of the paper, after the manner of all 
taille-clouce engravings, but not absurdly so ; only just enough to 
make the stamp perceptibly rough to the feel. 

Forged_ 

I have been very much puzzled about this stamp, and the 100 
centavos next to be described, as they are done in quite a new style. 
All the forgeries which I have seen until now have been lithographs, 
or very ordinary woodcuts ; but these two stamps bear the signs of 
taille-dot~;ce engravings, even to an exaggerated degree. The ink 
stands up from the paper most absurdly, in absolute ridges; and the 
lines can be felt with the finger perfectly distinctly. Now of course 
I need not tell my readers that it would not pay the fotgers to go to 
the expense of engraving their wares on steel or copper; and I have 
come to the conclusion that these imitations have been made from 
wood blocks, like ordinary woodcuts ; but that the design has been 
cut into the wood in the same rnanne1· as is done for taille-douce, and 
the stamps printed in a lithographic press. It will be remembered 
that in wood engraving all the lines which are to print on the paper 
are left standing, and that all that is not to mark is cut away; but 
in taille-douce it is just the reverse, and all the lines which are to 
mark on the paper are cut in. Yet, notwithstanding my supposition, 
I am still rather at a loss to know how the forgers have avoided 
smearing their stamps, as I do not think a wood block could be 
wiped clean, like a polished copperplate; and these forgeries are not 
smeared in the least. But now with regard to the description of 
this forged 50 centavos. It is printed, as above-mentioned, on 
tolerably stout, white wove paper. The tint is more orange than 
that of the genuine. The shoulder of the bircl's wing near the s of 
CORREOS is very blunt and rounded, as is also the shoulder of the 
other wing. The outside of the right 'ving is joined to the inner 
outline of the name-oval from the very bottom to about level with 
the last o of CORREOS, just where the shoulder of the wing begins to 
turn round. There are only four curved lines of shading on the 
globe beneath the eagle. The bottom corners of the stamp are 
rounded; but the top corners are square and pointed. The ink 
stands out in thick masses and ridges from the surface of the paper, 
so that it feels ribbed to the touch. 

Same Issue. 100 Centavos, greenish-blue. 

Genuine. 

Engraved in taille-douce, like the 50 centavos, and of a very 
similar design ; same sort of paper. The 1·ight wing of the eagle 
only touches the inner outline of the name-oval just at the bottom. 
Each of the little transverse ovals containing " 100 " touches both 
name-ovals and also both sides of the outline of the stamp. The 
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figures " 100" in each of the lower ovals are in their normal position, 
and this test will serve to detect the forgery very easily. 

Forged. 
Printed in imitation taille-douce, like the forged 50 centavos, on 

stout, very white paper. The right wing of the eagle touches the 
inner outline of the name-oval from the bottom to about level with 
the first o of CORREOS. The ovals containing the figures of value 
do not touch the name-oval at all, and the one at the top right-hand 
corner touches only the right side of the stamp, and the one in the 
left bottom corner almost touches the name-oval. The figures of 
value in the two lower ovals are placed upside clown, whereas they 
ought to be exactly like those in the top corners. 

My readers will please note that I consider these two stamps some 
of the most dangerous forgeries that I have ever seen, and they will 
do well to be very careful. 

Postmm·ks. 

Most of my genuine copies are unused, and all the others bear 
only a word or figure written in ink upon them, so I am unable to 
say what is the normal postmark of this set. The forgeries are not 
cancelled. 

Types. 

There are thirty types of the 50 centavos, thirty of the 100 
centavos, and two hundred and eighty-ei~ht of the 5 centavos, so 
that the collector of all the varieties will have enough to do to fill 
his pages of Bolivia. The different types arise from each stamp on 
the sheet being separately engraved; and the plate of the 5 centavos 
was touched up three times after the first edition was exhausted; 
and there were seventy-two different stamps on each sheet. The 
second issue of 1867, with the colours changed, has always been 
exceedingly rare, and copies are not to be had anywhere. I have 
not seen any forgeries of that issue. 

1868. 5, 10, 50, 100, 500 Centavos. Nine stars. 

Any collector who allows himself to be 
sold with such things as the set of forgeries 
now to be described, deserves to lose his 
money; for they are coarse lithographic imita­
tions of a most beautiful taille-clouce design. 
Yet with all this they are to be found almost 
everywhere; and in the many albums sent to 
me every month by various amateurs for in­

spection and opmion, I can safely say that I find these wretched 
things in nine out of every ten collections, and sometimes in 

D 
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the albums of those who decidedly ought to know better; 
indeed, perhaps I may venture just to whisper here that I once 
found a forgery of the 500 Centavos in the collection of one of 
our leading amateurs ! But now, in saying all this, I must also 
say that the mere details of the design have been copied with 
considerable accuracy. It is the exquisite clearness and fineness 
of t?e genuine that the forgers have altogether failed to imitate . 

. Genuine. 
Beautifully engraved in taille-douce, on stout, yellowish-white wove 

paper; machine-perforated 12. All the lettering is perfectly clear 
and distinct. The tail of the llama curls upwards, like that of a 
rabbit. The butts of the right and left flagstaffs (to please my 
grammatical readers, I will call them "flagstaves ") are shaped like 
the butts of the old lances of the Middle Ages, familiar to us in the 
pictures of ancient tomnaments. The circle which contains the 
arms, flags, stars, etc., is composed of horiwntal lines of shading; 
and the oval containing the arms, mountain, etc., is shaded with 
lines which are fine, and very close toaether. There is no snow in 
the oval shield, except upon the peak o~ the highest mountain. 

The special variations of each value from the general design are 
as follows ; but it will be seen that they are only caused by the 
necessary alterations to express the monetary denominations: 

5 Centcwos. In the word CINCO the heacl and tail of the I are both 
exactly alike. 

10 Centavos. The 1 of the right-hand 10 is almost upright, and 
the same figure on the left-hand side leans over a little to the left. 

50 Centcwos. The words of value are in fat lettering ; and 50 is 
speJt CINCUENTA. 

100 Centavos. The figure 1 of the value (100) on each side is of 
an ornamental character; the ciphers are very nearly upright. 

500 Centavos. I don't possess a copy of this rare value ; but it is 
more than probable that the lettering is fat, as in the others of the 
set. 

Forged. 

Lithographed on ordinary white wove paper ; pin-perforated 12! ; 
rather better than usual. The lettering is ragged, very different from 
the genuine. The llama's tail sticks out obliquely, without any curl. 
The butts of the outside flagstaves on each side are shaped like 
arrow-heads. The circle which contains the arms, flags, stars, etc., 
is composed of solid colour, without any lines in it at all. In the 
shield there is snow on every salient point of the whole landscape. 
The head of the right-hand spear is at some distance from the outline 
of the circle. Special differences as follows : 

5 Centavos. The I of the word CINCO is a goocl deal larger at the 
bottom than at the top. 
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10 Centavos. The 1 of the right-hand 10 is very much inclined, 
almost as though it were lying upon its back. The 1 of the left­
hand 10 leans very much to the left. 

50 Centavos. The words are in tall letters, very thin. The word 
CINCUENTA is spelt "CI NCOENTA." 

100 Centavos. The figure 1 of each 100 is an ordinary numeral, 
plain, and free from ornament. The right-hand ciphers lean far too 
much to the right, and the left-hand ones similarly to the left. 

500 Centavos. The words QUINHENTOS CENTAVOS are in very thin, 
ragged letters. 

Postmarks. 
The genuine are posbnarked with a large figure, or someti1nes 

with an ordinary circular obliteration. The forgeries usually bear a 
cancellation something like the Danish one, w1th three concentric 
rings, only with the middle filled up by six little straight lines. I 
have, however, seen some of them postmarked with a single circle, 
containing some unreadable lettering and figures. 

I ssue of 1871. Eleven stars. 

I have not yet come across any forgeries of this issue; but 
the genuine stamps are almost exactly like the issue just 
described, only with eleven stars instead of nine. Thus, if 
such forgeries should exist, I think my readers will be able to 
detect them at once, as the tests for the 9-star issue will serve 
equally well for this set also. 

Essay , 1865. No va lue. 

There is an essay as above, very nicely engraved, in taille­
douce, in black ink on coloured paper. I don't know anything 
of its character, but thought it might be as well to mention it 
here for those who care about essays, lest they might be taken 
in by a forgery of it. I can't afford the space for a full descrip­
tion, but I give a few tests of the places where a forgery would 
be almost sure to fail. 

Gemtine. 

Engraved in taille-clouce, in black, on coloured paper ; 1m perforated. 
First letter of REPUBLICA touches the shading on the ribbon, and 
the last letter touches the cap of liberty. First letter of BOLIVIAN A 
touches cap of liberty, and last letter does not touch shading of 
ribbon. Llama's ears very distinct, and directed forwards. Six 
shaded stars ill shield, with white spots in centre of each. The ink 
stands out well from the surface of the paper, as is usual in taille­
donce impressions. 

stampsmarter.com 



36 ALBUM WEEDS j OR, 

BRAZIL. 
I ssu e of 1843. 30, 60, 90 R eis . 

These stamps have always been rather 
uncommon, especially the 90 reis; but the 
forgeries are to be seen everywhere, and I 
suppose there are few of my readers who 
cannot remember having been taken in by 
them before they arrived at what I · call 
"years of suspicion." From the com­
parative scarcity of the genuine, and the 
many years which have elapsed since they 

were issued, it might naturally be supposed that there would be 
many imitations in circulation; but I have only met with five 
varieties, though one of them, as I said, is extremely common. 
I must confess that it is a task of no common difficulty t o 
describe these forgeries in such a manner as to enable the 
possessor of one solitary specimen to say at once whether it be 
genuine or forged; for, as the design is nothing but a couple of 
figures, or rather a figure and a cipher, on an engine-turned 
ground, there is really nothing to lay hold of. However, I will 
do my best, and ask my readers to make all due allowances. 

Gen1tine. 

Engraved in taille-doucc. There are two distinct issues of this set 
of stamps. The fi rst on thick, yellowish paper, and the second on 
thin, bluish paper ; both wove. There is a black rectangle, formed 
of one single line, drawn round each stamp, and touching it ju one 
or more places. The chief part of the backgroimd is composed of 
little square dots, formed by the intersection of the white lines of 
the engine-turning; and these black dots are arranged in alternate 
large and small diamonds, of nine and twelve dots respectively. 
Inside the ornamental outline (which is broad at the top and bottom 
and gets thin at each side) there can be discerned no fewer than four 
concentric ovals, each separated from its neighbours by a more or 
less distinct line. The engine-turning of the first oval, close to the 
ornamental outline, is very lightly done, so as to give almost the 
appearance of a white oval following the outline spoken of. The 
division between th is oval and the one next inside it is formed by a 
single line of long dots or strokes, not at all prominent. The other 
divisions are broadish dark bands, crossed by white lines. 

The special varia.tions of each value are as follows : 
30 Reis. Gennine. The tail of the :~ i s split up into two curls li ke 

those in the tail of a black grouse; these two curls are level with 
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each other. There is no line of shading in the straight, pointed com­
mencement of the 3. The little white ornamental ball at the top of 
the stamp is not so large as the corresponding one at the l:iottom. 

60 R.eis. Genuine. The top of the figure 6 ends in a curl, which 
forms an almost perfect white circle. The ornamental white balls at 
the top and bottom of the stamp are almost twice as large as those 
on the 30 reis ; and the top one is very much out of shape, being an 
irregular oval instead of a circle. 

90 R.eis. Genuine. The ornamental white balls at top and bottom 
are lm·ge, and perfectly round. The shading inside the head of the 
9 only goes half-way round ; and the portion of the background seen 
through the head has hardly any pattern on it except plain, crossed 
lines of white. 

lforged. First Set. 

The following things are common to all the forgeries of the first 
set. Lithographed on very thick laid paper. The divisions between 
the different concentric ovals are formed by a very distinct white 
chain-pattern on a black ground. ·This ought to be a very ready 
test for this set. Immediately inside the ornamental border the 
ground work has a design composed of two parallel strokes, and then 
two dots, placed alternately, and running all round the stamp. This 
pattern makes this portion of the stamp look darker than the rest 
instead of lighter, as in the genuine. The chief part of the ground­
work of the whole stamp is formed by diamonds of clots, not so 
distinct as in the genuine, and all of them having nine clots to form 
each diamond. The different values are as follows : 

30 Reis. Forged. I have not yet met with a 30 Reis forgery of tlils 
type, though I dare say that there is one. 

60 R.eis. Forged. The curl at the top end of the 6 is an oval 
instead of a circle. The ornamental balls at the top and bottom of 
the stamp are smaller than those of the genuine 30, a great deal 
smaller than those of the genuine 60, and the same size as those of 
the forged 90 ; both top and bottom ones are circular. 

90 R.eis. Forged. The balls are the same size as those in the forged 
60 Reis. The chain-pattern is very clistinct behind the centre of 
the cipher. The shading inside the head of the 9 goes quite three­
quarters of the way round. There are two links of the chain­
pattern very distinct in the background, as seen through the head. 

Forged. Second Set. 

Lithographed on rather soft, moderately stout, yellowish wove 
paper. The separation of the major part of the background into 
d1amonds of dots cannot be made out, as most of the white lines 
are of equal breadth. 'I'he division between the first and second 
ovals is formed by sets of four short parallel black lines, and the 
~ext inner division is formed by sets of three similar short parallel 
hnes. 
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30 Reis. Forged. The top white ball is bigger than the bottom 
one. The left curl of the tail of the 3 is a good deal higher than 
the right cml. There is a little black line of shading in the white 
part of the straight pointed commencement of the 3, which is not 
visible in the genuine. 

60 Reis. Forged. The top curl of the 6 is almost circular. The 
balls are both of the same size and shape, but smaller than in the 
genuine 60. 

90 Reis. Forged. I have not seen the 90 Reis of this set. 

Forged. Thi,-d Set . 
Of this set I have only the 60 Reis. Lithographed on rather 

thin, hard, bluish-white wove paper. There is a zig-zag dotted line 
just inside the outer ornamental oval, but it only goes part of the 
way round. The major part of the groundwork is composed of 
diamonds of dots, far too prominent, and separated from each other 
by wide lines. There are usually twenty dots in each diamond. 
The white ball at the bottom is misshapen, but the one at the top is 
round ; both are about the same size as in the genuine. The division 
between the first and second ovals is formed by sets of three short, 
parallel black lines ; the inner divisions are of irregular patterns. 
The head of the 6 is more oval than round. 

Forged. Fow·th Set. 
Lithographed in very dark, greasy, black ink, on soft, yellowish 

wove paper, rather thin. Of this forgery I have only the 60 Reis ; 
and I have never met with any but one copy. lt is very like the 
illustration given at the head of this article. There is no line forming 
a rectangle round the whole stamp, as in the originals, and in all the 
forgeries hitherto described. This forgery can easily be detected by 
the wreath (or whatever it is) in the lower ornamental border, having 
its white leaves or lines disposed in bunches of jou1·, whereas the 
originals, and all the other forgeries, have them in sets of three. 
The white dots at the top and bottom of the stamp are very much 
too small. It is impossible, on account of the heavy way in which 
the stamp is printed, to make out how many dots there are in each 
of the diamonds in the background ; but the diamonds appear to be 
all of equal size. The division between the first two ovals is formed 
by sets of two short lines, with a good white space between each 
set. The next division is composed of three rows of short, black 
lines, arranged like courses of brickwork. I think this forgery will 
not prove very deceptive ; it is so very black, and the details are so 
smudged. 

Forged. Fifth Set. 
I have not any of this set before me, but can describe them from 

memory sufficiently for their detection. Lithographed on stout, 
wove paper, of a yellowish white. The design is clone in two 
colours. First of all an oval, the size and shape of the stamp, is 
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printed in a decidedly blue, neutral tint, and then the usual forgery 
IS printed on the top of this. Thus all the parts of the design 
which ought to show white are blue. I think this will be quite 
sufficient to describe the forgery, without entering into details 
which I do not now remember. 

Second I ssue, 1844. 10, 30, 60 , 90, 180, 300, 6 00 R eis. 
Two sets of these stamps can be made, one 

printed on yellowish· white paper, and the other 
on bluish-white; both wove. The 180, 300, and 
600 reis have always been exceedingly scarce; 
but the lower values are common enough. 
Those on the bluish paper are scarcer than the 

other set. There is a very great difference in the way in which 
different specimens of the genuine are printed; some of them 
are in a rich black, whilst others, which have had apparently 
not enough ink on the plate, look like skeleton, outline copies 
of the design ; and many a collector would be apt to brand 
these latter as forgeries. 

Gemtine. 
Finely engraved in taille-do1tce; paper varying as above. The 

design of these stamps is of bewildering intricacy, and yet I shall be 
obliged to try to describe it, in order to show where the foraeries are 
at variance with it. Immediately inside the border-line there is a 
sort of chain-pattern, formed by the white lines of the engine-turning; 
but only parts of the oval made by this chain-pattern can be seen ; 
for the oval, if complete, would be larger than the stamp. Then 
comes a complete oval, of a sort of lacework, very white, and showing 
prominently. Then comes another complete oval, formed of what 
appears to be one single black line, not very perfectly drawn, but 
which is, in reality, simply formed by the engine-turning. Inside 
tliis again there is a broad oval, with shadowy-looking crosses on it. 
Inside this is another chain-pattern oval, then a zig-zag oval, then 
comes the central oval, filled with a pattern of plain, crossed lines, 
bounded by a single black line, and with a straight, horizontal, black 
line in the centre of all. The reader will please understand that 
there are no breaks in all this intricate design, but that these ovals 
just described are siniply those parts of the design which are most 
prominent, the intervals between them being entirely filled up with 
a plainer pattern of engine-turning. The outline of the stamps is 
formed by two parallel, black lines, with a white space between them; 
the outer line being a good deal thicker than the inner one. The 
thick shading of the figures is very clark, much blacker than the rest 
of the design ; but sometimes the ink has not taken equally all 
along the shacl~g, leaving little white spots. The ink of these 
darkly-shaded portions stands. out from the surface of the paper. 
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Finally, in glancing at one of these stamps, the first thing which 
strikes the eye is the central value, and then the wavy, white oval 
which almost encloses the figures. 

Forged. F irst Set. 
I think this set is rather uncommon. They are very much better 

than the later ones, but too light. I have only the 10, 30, and 90 ; 
but most likely there is a full set. Lithographed on soft, rather thick, 
white wove paper. The outer bordering-line is a very little thicker 
than the inner one. The first interrupted oval inside the boundary­
lines is composed of long, pointed diamonds, placed end to end ; and 
the next oval, inside this, is the same pattern. This had better be 
noted as a good test. Then comes an oval formed by interlacecl 
crescents, outlined in black, with their cusps pointing inwards ; the 
outside of the whole being bounded by a series of long and narrow, 
pointed white patches. Then comes a clark oval, composed of crossed, 
black lines ; and thi s is the darkest portion of the design. Then 
comes another oval of the outlined crescents, but with their cusps 
pointing outwards this time. Then comes a narrow white space ; 
then an oval of plain, crossed, black lines; then another white space; 
then another oval, exactly like the last ; then a plain black line ; 
then another oval like the last two ; and finally a 1vhite horizontal 
line in the centre of all. The thick shading of the figures is very 
faint, and not so dark as some other portions of the stamp. Of course 
I need not say that none of the ink stands out from the surface of 
the paper. And finally, in glancing at the stamp, the first thli1g that 
strikes the eye, after the central numerals, is the dark oval which 
almost surrounds them. Now all these things would seem to make 
up a stamp very different from the genuine ; but in reality these 
forgeries have a very fail· appearance, and I think they would be 
likely to take in a good many of the tmwary ones. 

Forged. Second Set. 
These are not nearly so good as the ones just described, but in­

finitely more common ; in fact I think they form part of the usual 
stock-in-trade of every swindling stamp-dealer. I have seen a full 
set, so I know that every value exists. Lithographed on very thin, 
white wove paper. The inner boundary-line is a little thicker than 
the outer one. The two outer ovals, of a sort of chain-pattern, are a 
colourable imitation of the genuine, but far too white, and very much 
too prominent. But I think that it will be a needless waste of space 
to clescribe this forgery in the way necessary for the last, as the whole 
of the design is formecl by black dots on a white ground ; whereas in 
the originals, it appears to be like delicate white lines scratched into 
a black background. The figures have a woolly look, and seem to 
blend with the background, instead of standing out sharply from 
it. Next to the figures of value, the most prominent part of these 
forgeries, is the VC11f dark oval almost surrounding the said ligures. 
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Issue of 1850. 10, 20, 30, 6 0 , 90, 180, 300, 600 R eis, 
b lack . 

These stamps are usually on a sort of greyish­
white paper; but Moens gives another issue, in 
1854, with the 10 and 30 reis on white paper. 
I have also in my own collection a few copies 
on decidedly yellowish paper, of a very distinct 
shade; but it is possible that they may have 

tmned this colour from age, or from some other cause, since 
they were printed. There is a great variety of shade in the 
ink used in this issue. Some copies are very dark, and some 
merely grey, instead of black; but I cannot say whether full 
sets of grey and black can be made. 

Genuine. 
Engraved in taille-douce, on grey or white, wove paper, thin and 

soft. The background is the same for all the values. The design 
on this background looks, as indeed it is, like white lines cut or 
scratched out of a solid black groundwork. Setting aside the figures 
of value, there is no black line anywhere in the whole design, except 
th~ small, straight, horizontal one in the very centre of the stamp, 
and the plain outline of the oval immediately surrounding it ; and 
these are hidden by the figures in the higher values. The design is 
not sufficiently pronounced for me to describe it, piece by piece, as I 
did with the last issue ; so th is fact of there being no black lines in 
the stamps, except the ones mentioned, must be remembered as a 
principal test. Most of the clots formed by the intersection of the 
white engine-turning are triangular, and all those which are not tri­
angular are diamond-shaped. There are none of any .other form but 
these two. 

lO Reis. Genuine. 
The white part of the foot-stroke of the 1 on the riaht-hancl side 

does not stick out so far as the outer edge of the thick shading of the 
body of the figure. The shading inside the 0 goes straight clown 
inside the figure, without curling round at all to shade the top and 
bottom bends. 

20 Reis. Gem,ine. 
The white part of the upward bend of the tail of the 2 is perfectly 

vertical, and is cut off quite square at the encl. The white part of 
the 0 is exactly the same width on both sides. 

30 Reis. Genuine. 
A line drawn clown through the two white balls of the head and 

tail of the 3 would just touch the projecting shaded part of the 
centre of the figure, which sticks out like a sort of tongue. 
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60 Reis. Gen.,ine. 
The white ball at the top of the 6 curls inwards, until it almost 

touches the thick shading to the left of it. The white parts of the 
top and bottom of the 0 are very narrow, and both exactly the same 
width. 

90 Reis. Genuine. 
There is a mass of thick shading underneath the lowest part of the 

head of the 9, and the little white ball at the end of the tail comes 
very close to this shading. 

180 Reis. Genuine. 
The figure 1 is cut off perfectly square at the top, and has a large 

white foot-stroke. It is as near to the left side of the stamp as the 
0 is to the right side. 

300 Reis. Genuine. 
The thick shading of the 3 is so very olose to the 0 next to it that 

they all but touch each other, and in one of my copies they really 
do touch. 

600 Reis. Genuine. 
The 6 does not touch the 0 adjoining it. The white ball at the top 

of the 6 curls inwards in the same manner as that of the 60 
described above. The shaded part of the 0 is almost as near to the 
right side of the stamp as the 6 is to the left-hand side. 

Forgecl. First Set. 
Of this set I have only the 10 ancl 20 reis. Lithographed on rather 

thick, hard paper, not at all like that of the genuine. The paper is 
very white, with no tinge of either grey or yellow. The design of 
the background is composed of black clots ancl lines on a white 
ground. The dots are of all sorts of shapes, and the scratchy little 
lines in the design run through some of these dots. The figures are 
very clearly outlined, almost as well as in the genuine. 

10 Reis. Fm·gecl. 
The white part of the foot-stroke of the 1 projects considerably 

beyond the thick shading running clown the right side of the figure. 
The thick shading inside the 0 is carried round at the top, so that 
the whole arch of the top is shaded as thickly as the left side. 

20 Reis. Forgecl. 
The white part of the upward bend of the tail of the 2 leans a 

little inwards, and is somewhat pointed. The white part of the 0 
is a good deal broader on the left side than on the right. 
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Postmarks. 
The forgery just described is not cancelled. I think this forgery 

is rather a deceptive one, the figures are so very nicely clone for 
lithographs, and they stand out well from the background. How­
ever, the feel of the paper will condemn them in an instant ; for no 
Brazilian stamps were ever printed on thick, hard paper like these. 

Forged. Second Set. 
Lithographed on very thin, soft paper, much like that of the 

genuine. The design in this forgery is very much blurred, and no 
sane collector ought to be taken by this set for an instant. The 
figures are all ra(;gecl round their outlines, which are very much too 
thick. Those who know this forgery will recognize it at once when 
I remind them that the figures look as thouooh they had been drawn 
whilst the paper was wet, so that their outlines have "run." The 
wavy, ornamental oval close ronnel the figures is very much too 
prominent, and is the first thing which strikes the eye in most of 
the values, whereas, in the genuine, this particular oval is scarcely 
noticeable. This forgery is exceedingly common at present, and 
specimens may be seen in the albums of all our school-boy friends. 

10 Reis. Forged. 
The figures are like those of the last forgery ; but not so clear. 

They are put too low down on the stamp, so as to be nearer the 
bottom than the top. Of course I need not say that the figures in 
the genuine are placed in the centre, no nearer to the bottom than 
to the top. 

20 Reis. Fm·ged. 
I do not possess a 20 reis of this type. 

30 Reis. Forged. 
The central tongue of the 3 hardly projects at all, and a line 

drawn clown through the two little white balls would pass far to the 
)eft of this tongu~. The figures are placed far too low down, and 
too much to the n ght. 

60 Reis. Forged. 
The white ball at the top of the 6 is a bulb rather than a ball, 

and it does not curl inwards at all, and is not near the thick shading 
to the left of it. The figures are placed absurdly too much to the 
right, the 0 almost touches the side, whilst there is almost room for 
another figure to the left of the 6. 

90 Reis. Forged. 
The lowest part of the head of the 9 is simply outlined. There 

is no shading underneath it. The figures are not quite so much 
blurred as in most of the other values ; but they are placed very 
much too far to the right. 
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180 Reis. Forged. 
This is the worst forgery of the set. The top of the 1 is a 

blunt, rounded point; the bottom ends in a similar point, there 
being no footstroke to it at all. The figures are too much to the 
nght as usual, and the 0 almost touches the right side of the stamp. 

300 Reis. Forged, 
The thick shading of the 3 is at a considerable distance from the 

side of the 0. The figures are placed too low down, and rather too 
far to the right. 

600 Reis. Forged. 
The shading of the 6 touches the side of the 0 next to it. The 

white ball at the top of the 6 is like that of the forged 60. The 
figures are too low down, and rather too far to the right. 

P ostrnurks. 
These forgeries are cancelled with an oval formed by twelve straight 

lines of different length. On some copies the cancellation is very 
heavy, which is a goocl thing, as it helps to conceal some of the 
defects of the design. 

Forged. Third Set. 
I have seen a forgery of this issue printed on laid paper. I have 

no copies by me, and I cannot trust myself to describe the design 
from memory ; but the fact of their being on laid paper will be 
abundantly sufficient to condemn them ; for no Brazilian of any of 
the issues hitherto described was ever printed on anything but wove 
paper. 

Issue of 18154. 10, 30, blue; 280, verm.ilion; 430, yellow, 
orange. 

I do not know what authority there is for putting all the 
above stamps down for the same date, as Moens does ; but the 
l 0 and 30 are of exactly the same design as the black ones 
described above, whilst the 280 and 430 are of a perfectly new 
design. I cannot help thinking therefore that the l 0 and 30 in 
blue, which were used, I believe, for newspapers only, were 
issued at the same time as the set just described, whilst the 280 
and 430 were somewhat later. Why the latter were printed in 
colour I do not know. 

10 Reis, blue. Genuine. 
Engraved in tuille-douce, exactly the same design as the last issue, 

on white wove paper. The colour varies a good deal in depth, but 
it always seems to be shades of a sort of Prussian-blue. The foot­
stroke of the 1 is just the same as in the genuine 10 reis, black. The 
figures are placed in the centre of the stamp. 
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30 Reis, blue. Genuine. 
The shaclecl part of the tongue of the 3 is about in the same line 

with the two little white balls of the head and tail, as in the 30 reis, 
black. The shaded parts of these balls do not come anywhere near 
the tongue. The figures are placed in the middle of the stamp. 

10 Reis, blue. Fm·ged. First Set. 
The design of this first set seems to be the same as that of the 

first set of the forgeries in black. The groundwork shows hardly 
any signs of the ornatnental, wavy, concentric ovals seen in the 
genuine. Lithographed on soft, wove paper, about the same thick­
ness as the genuine. The design is made up of blue clots and 
scratches on a white ground. The right side of the foot-stroke of the 
1 pr~jects too much, just as in the forged lO reis, black. The figures 
are placed too low clown on the stamp, so that there is much more 
space at the top than at the bottom. 

30 Reis, blue. Forged. 
I have not seen a 30 of this type. 

Postma,·lcs. 
This forgery is not cancelled. 

Forged. Second Set. 
This forgery has the blurred look of the second forgery of the 

black set, and was probably imitated at the same time. 

10 Reis, blue. 
I have not seen a 10 reis of this type. 

30 Reis, blue. 
The groundwork of the design is, as before, of blue clots and 

scratches on a white ground, instead of white lines scratched into a 
blue ground, as in the genuine. Lithographed on moderately soft, 
wove paper, a little thicker than the genuine. The tongue of the 
3 projects a good deal further than in the genuine ; so much so that 
a line drawn clown through the little white balls at the head and tail 
of the 3 would cut into the white part of the tongue. The clark 
shading of the top white ball touches the tongue. The figures are 
placed too much to the right, and slightly too low clown. 

Postmarks. 
I have never seen a cancelled copy of this forgery. 

Forged, Third Set. 
Of this forgery also I have only the 30 reis. At present the only 

10 reis, blue, which I have seen is the one of the first set mentioned 
above. 
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30 Reis, blue. Forged. 
Lithographed, in blue dots and scratches, on a white ground ; 

Jesign very similar to the last forgery; paper exactly the same. The 
tongue of the 3 is very short compared with the last forgery, ancl a 
line drawn down through the two balls would not go near it. The 
tongue in the genuine, and in the other forgeries, is gradually tapered 
off to a point ; but in this forgery it is blunt, and cut off square. 
The figures are placed almost in their proper position, but the bottom 
of the 3 comes clown a good deal lower than the 0. .All the above 
forgeries are printed in a more or less ultramarine blue, very diJierent 
from the colour of the genuine. 

Postmarl;s. 
This forgery is cancelled with the same set of twelve lines forming 

an oval as 1 mentioned above. Some of them seem to have had this 
cancellation really stamped upon them with the usual greasy ink ; 
for I have seen some copies in which the ink has greased the paper. 

I have been rather "wordy" about the above stamps ; but the fact 
is that the design is so difficult to describe. 

Issue of 1854. 280 Reis, Vermilion; 430 Reis, Yellow. 

These two stamps are very similar in design, but 
not absolutely from the same die, as some slight 
variations can be traced between the two. Moens, 
in his catalogue, gives them as being found on 

. white paper only; but most of my copies are on 
greyish white. I do not know whether they were used for any 
special purpose, nor the reason of their being printed in colour 
instead of black. They are very nicely done, showing all the 
peculiarities of taille-clouce engraving in a marked degree; and 
I do not think the forgeries will prove dangerous. In conse­
<tuence of the slight variations of which I spoke, I shall have 
to take each value separately. 

280 Reis. Gem,ine. 
Engraved in taille-douce, on white or greyish paper, wove, thin, 

and very soft. The ink stands well out from the surface of the 
paper, especially in the thick shading of the figures. The central 
oval is formed of an engine-turned design, with a very distinct wavy 
outline. This outline touches the boundary-line of the stamp in 
fonr places ; viz., to the left of the 2, above and below the 8, and to 
the right of the 0. Some copies are so heavily printed that occasion­
ally other parts of the wavy outline cdmost touch the boundary-line, 
be,ides the four above mentioned ; but there can be no mistake 
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about the said four. The· centres of the 8 and of the 0 are very 
deeply shaded. Not counting the boundary-line, there are fourteen 
horizontal lines in each of the right and left bottom corners. The 
colour is a deep red-vermilion, rather dull. 

280 Reis. First Forge:ry. 

Lithographed on very thin, very white wove paper. There is very 
little attempt at any imitation of the engine-turned central oval ; 
but the said oval is marked by a very prominent chain-pattern, more 
like a string of sausages than anything else. There is, of course, no 
indication of the ink standing out from the surface of the paper. 
The chain-pattern touches the outer border-line to the left of the 2, 
to the right of the 0 ; and two of the scallops touch under the 8, ancl 
none at all at the top above the 8. 

The centres of the 8 and of the 0 are very lightly shaded. There 
are only twelve horizontal lines of shading in each of the right and 
left bottom corners. The colour of this forgery is very different from 
that of the genuine, being a sort of washed-out brick-dust hue. 

Second Forgery. 

I fancy this forgery is not often to be met with ; I have only seen 
one specimen dming all the years I have grubbed among these 
Album >Veals. I have put it second on my list, because the one just 
described is so much more common; but I think it is highly probable 
that this latter forgery is the older of the two. 

Lithographed on rather thick bluish-white wove paper. There is 
no thickness of ink to be seen on the surface of the paper. The 2 
and the 0 are much larger than the 8, and come considerably below 
it. The centre is composed of slightly-curved, radiating lines, sur­
rounded by an oval of very pointed scallops, not a bit like the 
rounded wavy outline of the engine-turned oval in the centre of the 
genuine stamps. None of the scallops touch the outer boundary-line 
except the one to the right of the 0. There are about twenty hori­
zontal lines of shading in the right and left bottom corners ; they 
are twice as close together as in the originals. In the single copy 
from which I am describing there is a clark red blotch in the left top 
corner, but of course I ca1mot say whether this exists in all the 
forgeries of this type. The colour is a dull, dirty vermilion ; some­
thing between the hue of the genuine and of the first forgery. 

Postmctrks. 

The most usual postmark on the genuine is a set of eight V's, 
placed point to point, though occasionally any of the postmarks 
hitherto described may _be found. The first forgery bears four con­
centric circles ; the second forgery has a single circle, with some 
lettering inside it. 
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430 Reis. Genuine. 

Engraved in taille-douce, almost exactly like the 280 reis. The 
wavy outline of the central oval of engine-turning touches the outer 
border-line in three places only; viz., to the left of the 4, and above 
and below the 3. There are sixteen horizontal lines of shading in 
the right bottom corner, and fifteen in the left. The engine-turning, 
as in the 280 reis, is almost equally dark all over. The colour is 
what I should call "lemon," and it becomes almost orange where 
the ink is very thick, though the hue is given as "yellow" in the 
catalogues. 

Forged. 

Lithographed on very thin, very white wove paper. There is a 
string of sausages, or chain-pattern, as in the first forgery of the 
280 reis, and this pattern only touches the outer boundary-line in 
two places ; viz., to the left of the 4, and below the 3. The ink 
does not stand out from the stu-face of the paper. There are only 
nine horizontal lines of shading in the right bottom corner, and 
twelve in the left. The colour is a dirty yellow-ochre, very pale 
and chalky, and quite different from the genuine. 

Poshnm·ks. 
The genuine are cancelled with the same obliterations as the 

genuine 280 reis. This forgery bears sometimes four concentric 
circles, and sometimes an obliteration like that LlSnally found on the 
British Guianas; but without th~e numerals in the centre. I have 
also seen some of the first forgeries of the 280 reis cancelled with 
this latter mark. 

Envelope Stamps , 18 67. 100, 200, 3 0 0 R eis . 

The forgers seem to have reserved 
their best efforts for the last, as the coun­
terfeits now to be described are certainly 
far superior to any of the forgeries above 
mentioned. Usually embossed stamps do 
not tempt the forgers much, on account of 
the difficulty attending their production; 
but the embossing of these counterfeit 

envelopes is very well done, though I do not know how it has 
been managed. These stamps strikingly exemplify the advisa­
bility of collecting entire envelopes, as the watermark on the 
genuine cannot be imitated, though it never, or "hardly ever," 
can be seen on a cut stamp. ·with reference to this matter, I 
think I must say that most of the blame for the mutilation of 
envelopes must be laid upon the shoulders of the album-makers; 
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for they leave no space in their books for the collection of entire 
specimens, so that those who are what I call slaves to thei1· 
albums have no choice but to cut their envelopes, to make them 
fit the little squares provided for them. 

GemLine. 

Engraved in epargne on white laid paper, with the lines running 
obliquely, and watermarked in large letters, with the words CORREIO 
BRASILIERO in two lines, extending almost across the envelope from 
one side to the other. There is nothing special about the en vel opes, 
except that they are rather large-6~ in. by 3~, or thereabouts. The 
flap is plain and rounded, and is gummed almost from end to end. 
The emperor's nose is rather small, pointed, and perfectly straight. 
The Jn·ofile of the beard has two waves in it ; that is to say, it is 
roun ed outwards from the under lip, then goes in again slightly, 
and then projects outwards once more, The hair on the top of the 
head is smooth. The point of the bust in front is almost as sharp 
as the point at the back. I must take the special variations for 
each value separately. 

100 Reis. Genuine. 

For the tests now to be given the reader must provide himself 
with something having a straight and flat edge, such as a sheet of 
paper, or a flat rule, If the rule be laicl exactly along the centre of 
the letter I in REIS, it will just touch the B of BRAZIL. In the 
figures of value on each side, the l of 100 is ni cely clrawn, with a 
long upstroke or sidestroke, and a very distinct footstroke, showing 
on each side of the figure. 

200 Reis. Genuine. 

If the rule be laid along the centre of the I in REIS, it will pass 
through the value-label on the left hand, and will just touch the 
top of the last 0 in 200 ; and if the rule be laid along the centre of 
the I of BRAZIL, it will cut through the E of DUZENTOS, The 0 of 
this latter word is round, which will be found a good test. 

300 Reis. Gcn,ine. 

If the rule be laid along the centre of the first stroke of the B in 
BRAZIL, it will cut into the E of REIS. The 3 of 300 on each side 
of the head is at some little distance from the outline of its con­
taining-labeL 

Forgecl. 
There are two sets of fomeries, one of them much more likely to 

deceive than the other ; and I really think that the better one of the 
two might easily deceive anybody who did not happen to have 

E 
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genuine stamps by him to compare. I will take the inferior forgery 
first, as it was the first to appear. 

Forged. First Set. 

Embossed-probably a woodcut-on thin, white, wove paper, no 
watermark. The nose has a sort of drooping point to it, even sharper 
than the genuine. The hair on the top of the head is v,ery untidy. 
The curve of the beard beneath the chin is wavy, whereas in the 
genuine it is a smooth curve. The wavy profile of the front of the 
beard is exaggerated, the middle wave projecting beyond the level of 
the end of the nose. The point of the bust in front is rounded. 

100 Reis. Forged. 

The rule when laid along the centre of the I in REIS will not touch 
the B of BRAZIL, but fall s to the left of it. In the figures of value 
on each side the 1 has scarcely any side-stroke, and only a very small 
foot-stroke. 

200 Reis. Forged. 

The rule laid along the centre of the I in REIS will not touch the 
left-hand value-label, but goes to the right of it; and, if laid along 
the centre of the I of BRAZIL, it will hardly touch the E of DUZENTOS. 
The o of this latter word is oval instead of round. 

300 Reis. Forged. 

The rule laid along the centre of the first stroke of the Bin BRAZIL 
will pass through the I of REIS. The 3 of 300 on each side almost 
touches the boundary-line of its containing label. There is a small 
white clot between the N and T of TREZENTOS, and another between 
the E and I of REIS. Of course I need not say that these dots do 
not appear in the genuine stamps. 

Forged. Second Set. 

Very well embossed-probably a woodcut-on very thick wove, 
and on moderately stout, laid paper. Those copies on laid paper 
have the laid lines running vertically, from top to bottom, instead of 
obliquely. The hair on the top of the head is tidy, as in the genuine. 
The bust is rather blunt in front, but very sharply pointed behind. 
The beard, in profile, is composed of two curves only, one smooth 
curve from the ear to the point of the beard, and another smooth 
curve from the lip to the point of the beard. The moustache is very 
hicrhly embossed, and stands out higher than in the faenuine. But 
th~ chief test of these forgeries is the nose, which is o a thoroughly 
Jewish type, a regular "beak," with a rather blunt and rounded 
point, instead of the straight, Grecian type of the genuine. 
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100 Reis. Forged. 

A straight-edge through the I of REIS nms a long way to the left 
of the word BRAZIL. The 1 of 100, on the left side of the stamp, 
has only half of its foot-stroke visible; i.e. the right-hand half. 

200 Reis. Forge<!. 

I have not seen a 200 of this set; but the nose will condenm it, if 
there should be a forgery of this type. 

300 Reis. Forged. 

Not <1tute so highly embossed as the 100 reis. The :o< of TREZENTOs 
is badly drawn. The lettering and figures are almost exactly the 
same as in the gemune 300 reis, so that, if it were not for the Jewish 
nose, this forgery would be very dangerous. 

Postm«rks. 

The forgeries are not postmarked. I suppose that the manufac­
turers were so pleased with their handiwork that they thought it a 
pity to spoil it by an obliteration. The gemune envelopes are can­
celled with a double circle, with name between the circles, and date 
in the middle; and generally a little star at the bottom of the post­
mark. Some of them also bear a solid black, circular blotch, out of 
which a plain cross has been cut. 

I have not yet seen any forgeries of the head issues, either the 
first or the current issue, though I have made enqtliries everywhere; 
so it is probable that none have been manufactured at present. Of 
all the forgeries of Brazilian stamps, the envelopes last described are 
by far the best; and I would recommend my readers to be careful 
about purchasing these envelopes in a cut state. If it be absolutely 
necessary that they should be cut, at least let the amateur cut them 
himself, and then he can see the watermark for hintself in the body 
of the envelope, and thus be fully satisfied of the genuineness of his 
copies. 

BREMEN. 
The forgeries of the Bremen stamps are very common ; at 

least, some of them are ; and the collections of our schoolboy 
friends are generally ornamented with one or more specimens. 
There is a full set of reprints, which will be described hereafter. 
No doubt many of my readers have seen a small, orange-coloured 
one grote stamp in collections. This stamp belongs to a set of 
fiscals, and ought not to be placed in a collection of postage 
stamps. 
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5 Si1bergroschen, green. 

1855. Unperforated. 1861-4. Saw-perforated, or" Pm·9e en Scie." 
1866. Machine-perforated 13. 

Gen-lline. 
Lithographed on thick, yellowish-white, wove 

paper, with a very shiny smface ; perforated or not, 
as above, according to the date of issue. The outer 
border of the stamp is composed of a series of balls 
and roundecl oblongs, placed alternately ; and all 
the balls are of exactly the same size and shape. 
There are fifty-eight vertical lines in the back­
ground, behind the shield, very regularly drawn ; 

and a few of the ends of these lines are drawn a little too far, and 
project very slightly beyond the boundary-line under the letters EME 
of BREMEN. This is especially plain in the later issue, perforated 13. 
The chief test for the genuine is, that the little trefoil-shaped orna­
ment at the top of the shield, below the EM of BREMEN, does not 
touch the boundary-line under the said letters. The curly ornaments 
above the v in each cornet are exactly alike, except that they are 
reversed-one curling to the right, and the other to the left. Sup­
posing one of these ornaments were to be turned face downwards, 
and laid upon the other, they would correspond line for line. The 
sides of the frame, behind the hanging ends of the top scroll, are 
shaded by broad, horizontal green lines, on a white background. The 
top of the s is larger than the bottom, and the stop after SGR. is 
round. The inner ends of the cross-strokes of the v on the left side 
are exactly the same distance from each other as the corresponding 
strokes of the v on the right side. There is a quatrefoil ornament 
punched out of the handle of the key ; and, supposing the key were 
a real one, there would still be plenty of metal left in the handle to 
avoid all risk of breakage. 

Forged. First Set. 

Lithographed, on rather thin paper, very white, and not shiny. I 
have seen copies both unperfurated, and also pin-pricked 13; the 
latter seems to be the forgers' usual perforation-gauge. The balls in 
the border are not all of the same size and shape ; those down the left 
side more especially being oval, instead of circular, and much too 
large compared with the rest. The background, behind the shield, 
contains about eighty vertical lines of shading, but they are exces­
sively difficult to count, more especially as one has to guess how 
many would be supposed to go behind the trefoil ornament at the 
top. None of these lines pr~ject into the label containing the word 
BREMEN. The little trefoil-shaped ornament under EM of BREMEN, 
at the top of the shield, touches the boundary-line under the saicl 
letters ; and this fact had better be borne in mind as the best test for 
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both this forgery and the one next to be described, which has the 
same fault. The curly ornaments above the v on each side are not 
exactly alike; and, if one of them were turned face downwards, ancl 
laid upon the other, they would not correspond. The broad, green 
lines of shading across the left-hand label are well imitated, and very 
like the genuine; but those on the right-hand label are quite different 
-much too thin, and much too close together. Of course I need 
hardly say that, in the genuine, both sides are alike. The top of the 
s is no larger than the bottom, and the letter is not nicely rmmded 
at the curves like the genuine, but looks a little like a reversed z. The 
stop after SGR. is a sort of upright oval. The inner ends of the cross­
strokes of the left-hand v are farther apart than the corresponding 
ends of the cross-strokes of the v on the right-hand. The quatrefoil 
is not nicely shaped, and, supposing the key to be a real one, I should 
say that the ornament had been cut out with a very blunt punch. 

Forged. Second Set. 

This forgery is much better than the one just described, and I 
think it is likely to deceive. Lithographed, on thick, wove paper, 
unperforated. The outer border of balls and rounded oblongs is a 
fair copy of the genuine. There appear to be about sixty vertical 
lines of shading in the background outside the shield, but I cannot 
be certain of the exact number, as I have counted these lines in all 
these stamps at the top side, and there may be three or more behind 
the trefoil-shaped ornament. Three or four of these lines project 
into the label, just under the R of BRE~IEN; but the projecting line­
in the genuine come under the EME of this word. The trefoils 
shaped ornament touches the boundary-line under EM of BREMEN, as 
in the first forgery. The curly ornaments above the v on each side 
do not exactly correspond, but they are better drawn than in the 
other forgery. The broad, green, horizontal lines of shading in the 
side-labels are drawn too close together, especially on the right side, 
where they almost touch, giving the label the appearance of being 
printed in solid colour. The bottom of the s is larger than the top. 
The stop after SGR. is a transverse oval. The inner ends of the 
cross-strokes of the v on the right sicle almost touch each other, 
whilst the corresponding cross-strokes of the left-hand v are at some 
distance from each other. The quatrefoil ornament, punched out of 
the handle of the key, is too large; so that, supposing it were a real 
key, the handle would probably break if roughly used. 

Postmarks. 

As all the Bremen stamps are postmarked in exactly the same 
manner, I will defer the description of the obliteration until I have 
concluded my notice of all the forgeries. 
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3 Grote, black on blue. 

1855. Unperforated. 1861-4. Perre en Scie. 1866. Machine­
perforated 13. 

Genuine. 

Lithographed (1) on thick, slate-blue, laid paper, 
with the laid lines usually rmming horizontally, 
though I have some copies in my own collection 
with the lines running vertically. The stamps 
are fotmd unperforated, saw-perforated, or ma­
chine-perforated 13, as above, according to date 
of issue. The wards of the key are very like two 
capital T's placed back to back. The three lobes 

of each of the strawberry leaves on the top of the crown are of equal 
size as nearly as possible, though the top one may be a very little larger 
than the side ones. There are seventeen vertical lines of shading in 
the little shield, and there is one clear line of shading to the left of the 
key. The top of the T of AMT does not touch the M. The letters of the 
word BREMEN are very clear and distinct. There is a large shaclecl 
figm e 3 in an oval on each side of the shield ; and each of these 
figures has two little circular white clots in the horizontal shading on 
its right-hand side-one in the top half, and the other in the bottom 
half. I do not know whether these two clots were placed in each 3 
as a sort of secret mark against the forgers, but it is possible ; for 
they are hardly visible, and seem to be of no use as ornaments, or as 
part of the design. 

Forged. 

Poorly lithographed on wove paper, of a very pale bluish lavender, 
or sometimes of a pale neutral tint ; pin-pricked 13, rather better 
than usual. The wards of the key are like two capital E's placed 
back to hack, with the central tongue of each E sticking out level 
with the top and bottom projections. The top lobe of each straw­
berry leaf in the crown is a great deal larger than the two side lobes,. 
and oval instead of round. There are twenty vertical lines of shading 
on the shield, and they are not at equal distances apart as the genuine 
are. There are two clear lines of shading to the left of the key, 
which hy the way are ve>·y close together. The top of the T of AMT 

touches the M. The letters of the word BREMEN are very ragged, 
and not clearly cut like the genuine ; and the letters BRE are some­
what smaller than the letters MEN in this forgery. There are no 
little white dots to be seen in either 3. I think the easiest test of 
this forgery is in the paper, which is wove instead of laid ; but my 
readers must judge for themselves. 

It will be noticed that I have put a "1" after the statement that 
the genuine is lithographed ; for the fact is that I am not absolutely 
certain ; and some copies look like epargne engravings. 
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15 Grote, black on pale rose, or flesh. 

1855. Unperforated. 1861-4. Ferre en Scie. 1866. Machine­
perforated 13. 

55 

There is a good deal of variety in the 
colour of the paper of this stamp. I have 
seen it on pale rose, pale flesh-colour, and 
even on a sort of salmon-colour; but the 
tints are usually pale. The forgery is very 
common, and must have had a good sale, 
judging from the numbers I have seen. 

Gemtine. 

Lithographed on rose, or flesh-coloured wove paper, rather thin; 
unperforated, perforated en scie, or machine-perforated 13, according 
to elate of issue, as above. There are twelve vertical lines of shading 
on the shield, regularly drawn, and all at the same distance apart ; 
but in one type the twelfth line on the left side is so very close to 
the thick boundary-line of the shield that it is very difficult to see, and 
seems to form part of the said thick line. The word MARKE is at 
exactly the same distance from the bottom of its containing-label as 
the word FRANCO is from the bottom of its containing-label. There 
is a little piece snipped out of the lowest portion of the centre of 
the ornament joining the above labels, and the centre trefoil on the 
top of the crown goes a little way into the angle thus formed, but 
too much to the left, so that it almost touches the left side of it. The 
crown is so far off the shield that one of the wavy lines of the back­
ground can plainly be seen between the base of the crown and the 
top of the shield, running the whole way across. The label con­
taining the words Fi:JNF GROTE is at the same distance from both 
sides of the stamp. 

Forged. 

Lithographed on pale dirty rose, or very pale or dark salmon­
coloured wove paper, rather stout, and nicely perforated 12!. There 
are twelve vertical lines of shading in the shield; but the first line 
on the right side is very close to the outline of the shield. The word 
MARKE is rather too high up, so that there is a greater space between 
the letters and the bottom of the label, than there is between the 
word FRANCO and . the bottom of its label. The central trefoil on 
the top of the crown goes a good way into the little triangular space 
just above it, and too much to the right, 'so that it just touches the 
right side of it. The crown is so close to the top of the shield that 
no line can be seen between the base of the crown and the top of the 
shield. This is an easy test. The label containing FuNF GROTE is a 
little nearer to the right side ·of the stamp than it is to the left. 
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7 Grote. Black on Yellow. 

1855. Unperforated. 1866. i\Iachine-perforated 13. 

I have never seen this stamp per9e en scie, and Moens does 
not catalogue it; but I will not venture to assert that it is not 
to be found with the said peculiar perforation. The stamps 
present very little variety in the colour of the paper, which is 
a tolerably bright yellow. The forgeries are generally much 
darker. 

Genuine. 
Lithographed on bright yellow paper, usually of a very slightly 

orange tin t; unperforateU, or n1achine-perforated 13, according to 
date of issue. There are eighteen lines of shading in the shield, and 
the first and last are very close to their respective sides of the shield. 
In most copies the lines of the shield have evidently been drawn too 
far, and come up a little way above the upper boundary-line, inside 
the shield. The key is so placed that the end is cut square off, 
instead of letting a little of the hollow part of the barrel be seen, as 
in the 5 grote. Outside the stamp, at each corner, there is a little 
floral ornament, with a dot outside it; and the dot at the top left­
hand corner does not touch its ornament, and the one at the bottom 
left-hand corner hardly touches its ornament ; both those on the 
right-hand side touch their ornaments. There is a figure 7 in an 
oval on each side, shaded with a sort of fringe of very fine lines most 
of the \\'ay round. This shading does not touch the outline of the 
oval anywhere, except just where the top of the 7 joins the body; 
i.e. at the shoulder of the fi gure. There is one clear line of shading 
on the shield to the left of the key. The three knobs on the handle 
of the key appear to have solid rings upon them where they join the 
handle. There is a little trefoil at each end of the label containing 
FRANCO >IARKE ; and the one on the right just touches the inner 
border of the stamp, whilst the one on the left is at some little 
distance from the border. 

First Forge•·y. 
This is an admirable forgery, and might deceive almost anybody, 

though the colour is too pale. Lithographed on pale, dirty yellow 
wove paper. It is probably perforated ; but the only specimen I 
have seen is cut closely round, so that I cannot say for certain. 
There are only fifteen lines on the shield ; and the one to the extreme 
right is very close to the side of the shield, but crookedly drawn. 
This crooked line is a goocl test. The last line on the left is at some 
distance from the side of the shield. The lines do not, in any part, 
come up beyond the top of the inner outline of the shield. The key 
is cut square off, as in the genuine, so that no portion of the inner 
hollow of the barrel can be seen. The only dot outside the shield 
which touches its floral ornament is the one on the top, at the right-

stampsmarter.com 



HOW TO DETECT FORGED STAMPS. 57 

hand side; all the others do not touch. The three knobs on the 
handle of the key appear to be separated from the handle by grooves, 
instead of solid rings. The trefoils on the ends of the FRANCO MARKE 
label do not touch the side of the stamp ; but the one on the right 
looks at first sight as though it did, because there is a thin line 
outside the trefoil which does touch the side of the stamp. 

Second Forgery. 
This is not nearly so good a counterfeit as the one just described, 

and it has a very blurred look. Badly lithographed on very orange­
yellow wove paper; pin-perforated 13. There are only twelve 
vertical lines of shading on the shield, and the first and last are at a 
good distance from the sides of it. None of these lines come up 
beyond the inner boundary-line at the top of the shield. The end 
of the key is not cut square off, but shows the circular ring at the 
top, which is intenqed to represent a portion of the inside of the 
hollow barrel. All the dots outside the stamp touch their floral 
ornaments, except the one in the right-hand bottom corner. The 
fringe of shading at the bottom of each 7 touches the thick inner 
outline of the containing oval. The knobs on the handle of the 
key are very badly done ; the central one is jammed into the base of 
the shield, whilst the two side ones look as though they would break 
off at a touch, supposing it to be a real key. Both the trefoils at the 
ends of the FRANCO MARKE label are at some little distance from the 
sides of the stamp. 

I do not think this forgery is very likely to deceive, so it will be 
scarcely necessary to add anything to the tests just given; but I may 
say that I never saw a genuine stamp of the colour of this latter 
counterfeit. 

2 Grote, orange on white. 
1861-4. Perfr! en Scie. 1866. Machine­

perforated 13. 
Moens catalogues this stamp in yellow as well 

as in orange ; but the yellow usually is of a 
very decidedly orange tint. 

Genfuine. 

Lithographed on thin, porous, soft white wove paper, perfr! en scie, 
or machine-perforated 13, according to the date of issue. The quatre­
foil punched out of the centre of the hanclie of the key is dark. The 
point of the key does not touch the outline of the oval containing 
it. The central oval is surrounded by twenty-four rays of white, in 
the shape of sugar-loaves, each having a dark spot at its point. The 
ornamental engine-turning of the oval which bears the inscription 
BREMEN, ZWEI GROTE, touches . the inner line of the frame in two 
places; namely, at the left side near AD OF STADT, and at the right 
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side near M of AMT. It does not touch at the top or the bottom. 
There is a large shaded white stop after the word GROTE. 

Forged. 
Very coarsely lithographed, in clark, reddish orange, on thin, white 

wove paper, unperforated. The quatrefoil punched out of the handle 
of t.he key is white, with a clark outline. The point of the key 
touches the outline of the containing oval. The said oval is sur­
rounded by nineteen white rays in the form of pyramids, sharply 
pointed, of clifl"erent sizes, and without the clark spots at their 
points. The imitation engine-turning of the central design touches 
at the top, under POST, and also at the bottom, but not at either of 
the sides. There is a dim blotch to be seen after the word GROTE, 
but it is not the least like the very prominent stop in the genuine. 

I have not gone very much into details in my description of this 
forgery ; for it is very poor, ancl I do not think,Jt is at all likely to 
deceive. The genuine is rather finely clone, without a coarse line 
about it. 

10 Grote, black on white. 

1861- 4. Ferre en Scie. 1866. iVIachine-perfomted 13. 

II 
I always think this stamp is the best-look­

ing of the set; and it would seem to offer 
very little chance of successful imitation. 
But the fact is that the forgery now to be 
described is, I think, the most dangerous of 
all ; and it agrees with the genuine in all the 
chief points almost line for line, as in the 

--~-~--~.r>J number of lines of shading in the shield, &c. 

Genuine. 
Lithographed on soft, porous, white wove paper; perre en scie, or 

machine-perforated 13, as above, according to the date of issue. 
There are five of the vertical lines of shading of the background 
visible in the hollow quatrefoil punched out of the handle of the 
key, and these lines are all perfectly straight, and at the same 
distance apart. The oval immediately outside the central one 
bearing the key is composed of white lace-work points, or semi­
rosettes, joined together by small chains, except the three at the 
bottom, which seem to be jumbled into each other without the little 
white chains. Each of these rosettes contains four concentric rows 
of ornamental holes; and each of the chains joining the said rosettes 
together has three links. The outer wavy oval, containing the name 
and value, is composed of a kind of lattice-work of white rods on a 
ground of very fine horizontal black lines, which can only be seen 
with the microscope. It would be too much to have to count the 
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number of these white rods all round the stamp ; but if we take the 
side to the left, where the wavy oval bends outwards, between B of 
BREMEN and z of ZEHN, and imae,rine a line drawn exactly across the 
centre of the stamp, then that imaginary line would be cut by seven of 
these rods slanting from left to right, and seven rods slanting from 
right to left. The top of the key touches the outline of its containing 
oval. 

Forged. 

Lithographed on rather thick, white wove paper, pin-perforated 13. 
The impression is rather too grey in shade, but otherwise this is, as 
I have said, a most excellent imitation. Six of the vertical lines of 
shading of the background can be seen through the q natrefoil in the 
handle of the key; ancl the third from the left is very crookedly 
drawn, sloping from left to right. The rosettes of imitation engine­
turning surrounding the key have only three rows of ornamental 
holes in them ; and none of the chains joining the said rosettes 
together have more than two links except the one below the B of 
BREMEN, which has three like the genuine. The lattice-work of 
white rods is much too distinct, a great deal coarser than the genuine. 
If a line were drawn across the middle of the stamp it would be 
cut by five of these rods on the left side, slanting from right to left, 
and five slanting from left to right; and this will sutlice to show how 
much less closely they are set than in the genuine, which has seven, 
as before mentioned. The top of the key does not touch the outline 
of its containing oval. 

I am sorry I cannot give better tests for this forgery; but it has 
been so very well copied, and the de~ign is so intricate, that I am 
afraid I shall only be likely to confuse my readers by going into 
more elaborate details. 

Postmarks. 

All the Bremen stamps appear to have been cancelled in exactly 
the san1e manner, and that was with a large transverse oblong, con­
taining the name, date, &c. This cancellation has, for a wonder, 
been carefully imitated by the forgers, so that it does not help us 
at all. 

Reprints. 

All the above stamps have been reprinted, and it is exceedingly 
difficult to tell a reprint from an unused oricrinal. They have a very 
suspicious newness of look about them, and the colours are ·a goocl 
deal brighter. The 10 grote is perhaps the most easily detected of 
the set, as the ink is so very black instead of being of a greyish 
shade. They are all perforated 13, gunnned with white gum, and 
unused. 

Envelopes. 1 Grote. On blue and on white. 

These envelopes are hand-stamped, and, like all hand-stamps, 
are hardly ever seen as perfect impressions. 
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Genuine. 
Hand-stampecl in black on white wove, blue wove, white laid, and 

also on blue ornamental or fancy paper, with wavy laicl lines. I never 
had but one of the latter, and I got it clirect from a friend who 
lived in the town, who was a collector. The stamps are always 
more or less smudged in one part or another, so that it is impossible 
to give a minute description of them ; but the point at the base of 
the shield, if prolonged, would cut into the E of BREMEN below it. 

Forged. 
Lithographed on very thick, white paper. This forgery is a great 

cleal more handsome in appearance than the genuine, and all the 
details of the design are beautifully clear. The point at the base of 
the shield, if prolonged, would cut into the M of BREMEN below it. 
It is obliterated with six parallel bars, a cancellation which was 
never seen on any genuine Bremen stamp. 

I have taken a good deal of pains with these Bremen stamps, as 
they have not hitherto been described; and the forgeries are to be 
founcl everywhere. I hope that by means of the descriptions and 
tests given above my readers will be able to detect with ease any 
counterfeits in their possession. 

I think I ought to mention that there are three types of the 
genuine 3 grate, two of the 5 grate, ancl three of the 7 grate ; but I 
have, unfortunately, not been able to get hold of all the types of each 
value. 

BRITISH COLUMBIA. 

The stamps of this colony have not been 
very extensively forged, so far as I can 
ascertain. I only know of one rather good 
forgery of the threepence, and an extremely 
bad set of counterfeits of the surcharged values. 
The latter ought not to deceive even the veriest 
tyro. 

1865. 3d. , blue. 
Gem,ine. 

Very nicely engraved in epw·gne, on white wove paper, rather 
surfaced ; watermarkecl with crown and cc ; perforated 14. One of 
the best tests for these stamps is the number of pearls on each of the 
arches of the crown. There are six rather small pearls on each of 
the side arches, ancl only four on the central arch. The ornaments 
round the centre of the crown are composed of crosses P"ttee ancl of 
fleurs -cle-lys, placecl alternately; and the central cross P"ttee, at the 
base of the central arch, is a good deal lower than the points of the 
jle1<rs-de-lys on each side of it. There are two largish stars on the 
oval band, serving as stops to divide the name and the value; and 
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these stars are eight-pointed, four of the points being large, and the 
other four very small. Perhaps I ought to call them asterisks rather 
than stars. The groundwork of the outer corners of the stamp is a 
sort of lattice-work, and at all the places where the lattice-work 
lines cross each other there are small white four-pointed stars at the 
points of intersection. Both the engraving and the printing of this 
stamp have been very carefully done, and consequently every little 
detail shows with the utmost clearness, very different from a slip­
shod lithograph. 

Forged. 
Moderately well lithographed on wove paper, sometimes yellowish; 

no watermark ; unperforated. All the copies I have hitherto seen 
have been unperforated ; but of course the forgers can soon remedy 
this omission when their attention is called to it. Each of the side 
arches of the crown bears five pearls instead of six , and the central 
arch has three instead of four. These pearls are all much too large. 
The cross pctttee at the base of the central arch is somewhat lower 
than the points of the jle1<rs-de-lys on each side of it. The two stars 
on the oval band are six-pointed, and very different from those on 
the genuine stamps. There are no stars visible at the intersections 
of the lattice-work in the outer corners of the stamp. The general 
appearance of this forgery is tolerably good, considering that it is 
only a lithograph. The colour of the original has been fairly 
imitated ; but the tests here given will decide its character at once. 

P ostmctrlcs. 
The originals are not often found postmarked ; for, as may be 

supposed, the amount of correspondence from this colony was not 
very extensive. I11y used copies bear a very blotchy cancellation, 
something like the Canadian. The unusecl copies, now moderately 
common, are remainders, bought up by dealers and amateurs on the 
incorporation of British Columbia into the dorninion of Canada. 
This took place in 1868, and since then the colony has used the 
Dominion stamps. The forgeries I have not seen cancelled. 

I ssu e of 1868. 2, 5, 10, 25, 50 c., and $1. 

These stamps are of exactly the same type 
as the one just described. Probably from 
motives of economy, when the change of cur­
rency from £ s. d. to dollars and cents was 
effected, and new stamps were required, the 
die of the threepence was utilised for the six 
new values, by merely surcharging with the 
said new values, and print ing the stamps in 

different colours. It will be remembered then that all these 
new values, though printed in different colours, are from the die 
of the tlueepence, blue, and therefore I need not describe them. 
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Forged. 
Very badly lithographed, in chalky-looking colours; unperforated, 

or pin-pricked 13; no watermark. The design of these forgeries is 
very similar to that of the forged threepence just described, but not 
nearly so well executed. The tests are the same as above. The 
surcharge on the highest value of these forgeries is spelt "doller." 

Postmarks. 
The genuine are postmarked like the threepence ; the forgeries 

bear the usual oval of mixed straight and curved lines which seems 
to be so clear to the hearts of the counterfeiters. I have seen no 
forgery of the first issue. 

BRITISH G UlAN A. 
1862. Provisionals, 1, 2, 4 Cents . 

These stamps are remarkable for two things: first, their ex­
cessive hideousness; and, secondly, their equally excessive 
rarity, for they generally fetch the modest price of £3 each, or 
thereabouts. They are type-set, and bear written initials, in red 
or black ink , in the central oblong. 

Genuine. 
Type-set, on rather thick, coloured wove paper. I have never 

seen the genuine otherwise than unperforatecl; but Moens gives the 
"pearl" type, 1 and 2 cents, as being rouletted. There is not a full 
set of any of the various borders; the sets being as follows : 

I. 'Vith border of balls or pearls, 1 cent, 2 cents. 
2 . With border of ovals, having crossed lines in the centre of each 

oval, 1 cent, 2 cents. 

r.=ol r·~ ~I I~ I ~r~~~~ 
~ g il ~::: ~~ 

&;;lil "! F:; 1!1 op::! ~ 

TWO CEN:fS &;TWO,,CENT.S• 
j llf',1,')R,':,S%'>.f/."&',B ... 

I. 2 . 3· 

3· With border of li ttle bunches of grapes, 1 cent, 2 cents. 
4. With border of <tuatrefoils, having crosses in their centres, 4 

cents. 
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5· With border of intersecting, ornamental arches, having a little 
ball at the apex of each arch, 4 cents. 

6. With border of trefoils, 4 cents. N.B. No interior lines in tlus 
type. 

n 
OURCEN 

I 
4· 6. 

Thus it will be seen that there are three varieties of each of the 
lower values, l cent and 2 cents, and three of the 4 cents, but that none 
of the 4 cent stamps resemble either of the other values. The whole 
impression of these genuine stamps has a very greasy and blurrecl 
look, as though little pains had been taken in their production, ancl 
the stamps never seem to have been set truly sc1uare. Of the lines 
forming the interior oblong, the one under the word GUIANA, and 
the one above the words of value, are a good deal thinner than the 
side lines under BRITISH and POSTAGE. 

F orged. 

Type-set, like the originals, on rather thinner paper, unperforated. 
The whole impression is considerably better than the genuine; the 
border, lettering, and lead-lines being all set truly square. The 
stamps are not blurred anywhere ; the very paper is exactly the 
same curiously rough material as that of the genuine ; but the 
forgers have made one grand mistake. No doubt they found it 
cliflicult to obtain specimens of all the varieties of the genuine, and 
so they have printed the whole set from one type ; namely, that of 
the 4 cents with trefoil border. Thus the l cent and 2 cents may be 
detected instantly, as there never existed a l cent or a 2 cents with 
trefoil border. All the four interior lines are of the same thickness. 
I am sorry not to be able to give a better description of these 
stamps; but the fact is, I have not a copy of the 4 cents with trefoil 
border. However, there is one test by which the forged 4 cents can 
be easily detected, and that is, that the genuine trefoil type has no 
interior lines, whereas this forgery has them like the other values. 

Thus the mistakes of the forgeries are briefly these : 
1 cent, trefoil type, not fotmd in ihe genuine. 
2 cents, trefoil type, not found in the genuine. 
4 cents, trefoil type, having the interior Jines, which are absent in 

the gemline 4 cents of this type. 
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P ostmMks. 
The initials on the genuine are not postmarks; being, I suppose, 

the official countersign to guard against both robbery and forgery; 
for, of course, nothing would be easier than to set up the type­
borders again, supposing the printers to be dishonestly disposed. 
The counterfeit initials in the forgeries are found either written in 
black ink, or, apparently, with and pencil, whereas the originals are 
always in ink. 

The genuine postmarks which I have seen are either eight very 
thick, parallel black bars, forming an oval, or with three straight 
bars, separated by three curved ones, forming an oval with a space 
in the centre, and this space filled up with the lettering "A o 3," or 
"A o 4." The forgeries are postmarked with a cancellation like tlus 
latter one, only lettered "A o l." 

Issue of 1860. 1, 2, 4, 8, 12, 24 Cents; perforated 12 and 13; value not 
close to the word "cents." 

1869. 1, 2, 4, 8, 12 Cents; perforated lO; value closer to" cents." 
1875. 1, 2, 4, 8, 12, 24 Cents; perforated 15. 

These stamps need not detain us long; for 
the forgers have made a grand mistake, which 
condemns their productions at once. 

Genuine. 
Engraved in epa1-gne; perforation as above, 

according to date of issue. The inscription on 
the oval hand round the ship is "DAMUS PETI­
~IUSQUE vrcrssrM." The outer line of the whole 

stamp is very close to the frame. The 0 in the right-hand bottom 
corner is cut off almost square at the top. 

Forged. 
Lithographed; pin-pricked 12~. The inscription on the oval 

band is" DAM US RETIMUSOUE VICISSIM." This mistake of RETU!USOUE 
instead of PETBIUSQUE renders this forgery easy of detection. The 
outer line round the stamp is at some distance from the frame, there 
being almost the width of the 1 in the left top corner between the 
line and the frame. The 0 in the right bottom corner is oval. 

Issue of 1863. 6, 24 cents. 
6 Cents. Genuine. 

Engra,·ecl in lfpargne on yellowish-white 
wove paper; perforated 13, 12, 10. The design 
is rather nicely clone, and all the lettering is 
well formed, and perfectly distinct. The 
groundwork outside the central circle is of 
uniform, solid colour, except, of course, the 
part occupiecl by the ornamental spandrels. 
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Forged. 

Very coarsely lithographed on very white paper ; pin-pricked 12i 
very badly. I have not a copy of this forgery in my possession at 
present; but Mr. Atlee's description of it says that there is an oblong 
space above the central circle, and a similar one below it, each with 
three lines. There are short strokes of shading at the sides, outside 
the circle. The Q in the word PETIMUSQUE is almost square instead 
of being of the normal shape. The numerals VI touch each other. 
The N of GUIANA has no top-stroke to the first upright, and the N of 
CENTS shows the same defect. 

24 Cents. Genuine. 

Engraved in epargne; perforated 13, 12, 10. This stamp is not so 
nicely done as the 6 cents, the printing being generally too heavy. 
The bowsprit of the vessel touches the inner boundary-line of the 
circle, and, if prolonged, it would cut through the first s of VICISSIM. 
The top of the mainmast is at some little distance from the inner 
outline of the circle, and, if prolonged, it would pass almost midway 
between us of PETHIUSQUE. The lower halves of the xx in XXIV 
are, if anything, a little larger than the upper halves. Each of the 
ornamental spandrels has four white dots below it. The colour is a 
rich yellow -green. 

Forged. 

Very poorly lithographed on very white paper ; pin-pricked 12i. 
The whole impression is much too light, instead of, as in the genuine, 
much too dark. The bowsprit of the vessel does not go near the 
circle, and, if prolonged, it woulcl cut through the c of VICISSIM, 
which, by the way, is spelt " VICISSJM." The top of the mainmast 
almost touches the circle, and, if prolonged, it would' pass between 
the MU of PETIMUSQUE. The upper halves of the XX of XXIV are 
considerably larger than the lower ones. Each of the ornamental 
spandrels has only two dots below it, or rather at each end of it 
there is one dot. The ornamental floret at the bottom of the name­
circle is too much to the left. 

Postm'trks. 

The genuine bear the same postmarks as before, and sometimes 
the oval before described is surrounded by a circular line, and the 
"A 0 3" or "A 0 4" is in italics. These forgeries are cancelled with 
a diamond-shaped gridiron. 

I have not seen any forgeries of the earlier issues, nor do I know 
whether such exist. I think that the provisionals are the best 
imitations, except for the mistake in the bordering ; but even our 
youngest philatelic brethren might think it rather suspicious, having 
these stamps offered freely to them for a few pence when they are 
worth as many pounds. 

F 
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BRITISH HONDURAS. 
1865-72. ld., 3d., 6d., ls. 

The outer portion of these stamps is not 
badly done; but I cannot say that the forgers 
have been very successful in their "counterfeit 
presentment" of Her Majesty, to whom they 
have imparted a truculent and very unpleasant 
expression of countenance. 

Genuine. 
Engraved in epargne on somewhat glace paper, machine-perforated 

14, watermarked with a crown and cc. The frames all vary slightly ; 
but the head has only two types-one for the ld., 6d., and 1s., and 
the other for the 3d., which was issued later than the others. The 
hair covers a good portion of the eyebrow. The lettering does not 
touch the boundary-lines anywhere. There is a very distinct buckle 
to the garter in all the stamps, but differing slightly for each value. 
The nose is strai,ght in the 3d., but somewhat aquiline for the others. 
The top of the fleu>··de-lys, near the back of the head, just touches 
the arch of the crown above it in all the values. These stamps, as a 
rule, are very good specin1ens of dpargne engraving ; but sometimes 
the copies of the l d. may be met with slightly blurred, and not so 
well printed ; the fault, however, being with the printers, and not 
with the artist. 

Forged. 
Lithographed on unsurfaced paper, pin-perforated 13 ; no water­

mark, ungummed. The head is the same for all the values, with 
a moderately straight nose, which is very sharply pointed. The 
l cl., 6d., and l s. have the large square buckle of the garter, which is 
found only on the genuine ld.; and the 3d. has no buckle at all. 
The word PE~~Y (or PENCE, as the case may be) touches the outer 
boundary-line of the garter in the lower values. The two little 
ornamental stops between the name and value are alike in all the 
forgeries, being copied from the ones found on the genuine 1d. 
They are all different in the gemtine. The cross pattie in front of 
the crown just touches the boundary of the shaded oval, as also do 
the orb at the top, and the bunch of hair at the back, though none 
of them touch the boundary in the genuine. 

P ostrnarks. 
The genuine stamps bear a postmark something like our own usual 

cancellation, but with the colony-number, " A o 6," in the centre. 
All the forgeries which I have seen were obliterated with four 
concentric ci.rcles, like the old Baden, Transvaal, &c. 
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I should hardly call the above set dctngerous forgeries, but they 
are sufficiently like the genuine to deceive our younger brethren, who 
have not yet learnt to distinguish between an enaraving and a 
lithograph. I believe these counterfeits came from Hamburg, but I 
am not quite certain of this, though they have the appearance of 
Messrs. Spiro's productions. 

BRUNSWICK. 
I must say that the Brunswick stamps have been very well 

forged ; but, with the exception of the first issue, they can be 
easily detected by the absence of the post-horn watermark, which 
is so distinct upon tbe genuine. The first issue does not bear 
any watermark, so that the forgeries of that set are far more 
dangerous than any of the succeeding ones. By tbe way, it 
may not be out of place here to mention that some of our 
younger brethren are occasionally in doubt as to how to tell the 
3 silbergroschen of the first issue from the 3 silbergroschen, rose, 
of 1862. However, there need be no difficulty about this, if it 
be borne in mind that the early one has no watermark, and is of 
a dull vermilion colour, whilst the later one is watermarked with 
the post-horn, and is of a deep rose, almost carmine in hue. The 
first issue has always been rather rare, as it had only about a 
year's currency; but all the others are tolerably common. The 
unused ones of the latest issue, so freely offered at much below 
face value, are remainders which were sold to dealers and col­
lectors when the stamps of this duchy became obsolete. I do 
not think this latest issue has ever been forged ; at all events, I 
have never seen any imitations, and I should think that, as the 
genuine stamps are so very cheap, it would hardly pay to forge 
them. 

Issue of 1852. 1, 2, 3 Silbergroschen. 

Genuine. 

TypoQTaphed in colour, on thick, white wove paper; no water­
mark; backed with rose-coloured gum. The impression of these 
stamps is usually very badly done, and sometimes half the vertical 
lines in the oval are wanting, or drawn only a part of the way. The 
design is the same for all the values, except the difference in the 
figures and words of value. The crown is very indistinct, and the 
base of it shows three ornaments of some kind, but whether they be 
jewels or not it is quite impossible to say. The right fore-foot of the 
horse does not touch the outline of the oval, but it does touch the 
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last vertical line on the left side of the oval. The tail ends at the 
last line but two on the right side. The lettering of the inscriptions, 
especially of the upper one, is particularly clear, and none of the 
letters touch each other. The back of the horse's neck, from the 
shoulder to the head, is nicely curved and arched. The ends of the 
lower scroll are at some distance from the bottom outline of the 
stamp, particularly in the 2 sgr. 

Forged. 
Fairly lithographed, o~ white wove paper, rather thin ; no water­

mark ; no gum. Many of these forgeries look rather better than the 
originals. All the vertical lines in the central oval are well marked. 
The base of the crown shows five very distinct pearls or dots, which 
are not visible in the genuine. The right fore-foot of the horse 
touches the outline of the oval, and nearly touches the very last 
vertical line on the left side. The tail reaches to the very last 
vertical line on the right side of the oval. The lettering of the in­
scriptions is uneven, and not particularly clear. In the upper scroll 
the bottoms of the letters RA touch each other, and the letters HWE 
almost touch at their tops. The back of the horse's neck, from the 
shoulder to the head, is drawn just in a plain slant, without any 
graceful curve like that of the genuine. The ends of the lower 
scroll are very near the bottom outline, and in the 2 sgr. they very 
nearly touch it. The colour of the 3 sgr. is almost the same as that 
of the 1 sgr., whereas it ought to be a dull vermilion. The colours 
of the others are imitated with tolerable accuracy. 

It will be seen that there are no very great and striking differences 
between the genuine and forged stamps of this issue, and therefore I 
would suggest to my readers to be careful not to buy of any but 
well-known dealers. 

Issue of 1853-!16 . !, t, 1, 2, 3 Silbergroschen, 
black on colour. 

Genuine. 

The tests for this issue are the same as for the first issue. All the 
genuine have a very distinct watermark in the shape of a large 
outlined post-horn. I do not think it necessary to go more minutely 
into the various slight differences between the genuine and forged of 
this set, as the watermark af\'ords a very ready means of deciding 
upon the character of any spec1men. 

Forged. 

Almost exactly like the forgeries of the first issue, except that the 
letters of the word BRAUNSCHWEIG are rather better done, though 
the R and A still touch at the bottom. There is no watermark, 
which of itself is amply sufficient to condemn these counterfeits. 
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Issue of 1862-4. ! black on green, 1 yellow, 3 rose, both 
on white paper. 

Gem<ine. 
Exactly the same as the last; watermark post­

horn as before. 
Forged. 

Like last forgeries ; no watermark. The ! i~ 
generally smudged and blotted to a marvellous 

._._ __ _......,. extent, so that no sane person woulcl take it for 
a genuine stamp. The l ·sgr. is a sort of orange colour; the 3 sgr. is 
a bright rose, and cannot be told from the forgery of the 3 sgr. of 
the first issue. 

I have not seen any forgeries of 
the t ggr., nor of the embossed 
set, nor of the envelopes ; but I 
believe the latter have been re­

hi----:::J&+--:::I:::--tH printed. 

Postm«rks. 
Qiej~~·~~:J The stamps of the first issue 
are generally cancelled by the name of the town struck across the 
face of the stamp in large black letters without any frame. The 
later issues are generally postmarked with a couple of circles, with 
name in the outer circle, and date in the inner one, very similar to 
the Hanoverian postmark ; or with a large diamond, formed of 
parallel lines of varying length, with a number in the centre. I 
have occasionally seen the circle cancellation on the first issue; but 
very rarely. The forgeries imitate the circle, and the diamond also ; 
so that a knowledoe of the genuine postmarks does not help us much 
in this case, though it is very seldom that the counterfeiters take the 
trouble to"imitate any genuine cancellation. 

BUENOS AYRES. 
Issue of 1856; Steamer. 1, 2, 3 1 4 1 5 pesos. 

If a prize were to be offered for the ugliest 
stamp, I must say that I think these Buenos 
Ayres would worthily deserve to have it be­
stowed upon them; for it is very seldom that 
one has the privilege of beholding such abomin­
able specimens of the designer's art. I sup­

pose I need hardly say that all the stamps of this first issue 
are rare, the higher values especially. I have seen the 4 pesos 
priced at £4 used. The denomination of value on some of the 

stampsmarter.com 



70 ALBUM WEEDS ; OR, 

stamps is rather puzzling to a beginner. The 1 peso is found as 
"IN," and also as "TO;" and the 4 pesos is labelled "CUATO." 

But I think I cannot do better than transcribe 1\'l:r. Pemberton's 
remarks upon the series from the Handbook, wherein he says 
that the 4 and 5 pesos had only a six months' existence, when 
they were suppressed; the impressions from the CUATO die, in 
brown, passing for 4 reales, and the CINCO die having the value 
partially erased, leaving only the letters IN, which passed, in blue 
and brown, as l peso. Later the CUATO was erased to TO, also 
to pass as l peso. 

Genuine. 
Very badly lithographed on rather soft, thick, yellowish-white 

wove paper. The lettering of CORREOS is very much larger than any 
of the other lettering on the stamp, and the second o of that word 
is much larger than any of the other letters. In each corner of the 
stamp there is a large white dot, more or less round, and each of 
these dots is considerably larger than the last o of CORREOS. The 
name BUENOS AIRES has a hyphen between the two words. Three 
of the large white clots, and sometimes all four, touch the line out­
side them. The sun appears to be about half risen ; and there are 
four long rays proceeding from his upper limb. The thick oval line 
surrounding the ship, &c., does not go all the way round ; it is 
broken on the left side, and the shape of the oval is continued by 
the shading which represents the sea. The stamp which has been 
imitated is the IN P ESO, and the genuine one has the I N very 
distinct, and just before it there are the remains of the c. The 
whole of the c has been erased except just the very ends or tongues 
of the letter. I ought to say here that all the values differ from 
each other in several respects ; but I have tried to take those points 
common to all, in order to avoid confusion. 

Forged. 
There are three distinct forgeries, the chief difference being in the 

size of the lower lettering. 
Fi1·st Set. 

Rather nicely lithographed in very clark blue on very white, hard 
wove paper. The value appears as IR PS ; and the partly-erased c has 
only had just the back taken out of it, leaving the rounded top 
and bottom as well as the tongues. The lettering of CORREOS an:i 
of BUENOS AIRES is all small, and there is no hyphen between the 
latter two words. All the letters of CORREOS are of exactly the 
same size, and as small as the letters of the name. The white dots 
in the corners are quite small, and about the same size as the o of 
CORREOS. None of these clots touch the border. The sun does not 
show any lower rays, but still, by his height above the steamer, he 
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ought to be quite risen. There are seven short rays proceeding from 
his upper limb. The thick oval line surrounding the steamer, &c., 
goes all the way round, tmbroken. The easiest test of this forgery is 
in the value being IR PS instead of IN PS. The R is quite distinct, 
and cannot be mistaken for an N. 

Secrmd Set. 

This forgery is found in brown, in light green, and in dark green ; 
but all _the colours are labelled alike, IR PS, like the. forgery just 
described, so that no one need be taken in by them. Very badly 
lithographed on hard, yellowish-white wove paper. The lettering at 
the top and bottom is very large and tall, almost reaching to the 
top and bottom of the containing labels. The word CORREOS gets 
gradually larger from the beginning to the middle, and then 
gradually smaller again from the middle to the end. The white 
dots in the corners are a good deal smaller than either o of CORREOS, 
and they do not touch the border anywhere. The rays of the sun 
are very short, and have been placed so close together that they 
have all run into one semicircular blotch. The oval is unbroken 
all the way round. I think this forgery is more deceptive than the 
last; but the great size of the letterin'l of BUENOS AIRES will 
instantly condemn it. I do not know whether these counterfeits 
have had much sale; but I often have them sent to me, so I expect 
they are tolerably common. 

Third Set. 

Of this set I have only the IN PS. I believe it is quite a new 
forgery, and it is dano-erously like the originaL 

Lithographed in p.:ie, dead blue, on very white wove paper. The 
value is correctly written IN PS; but there is hardly any indication 
of the erased c before it, just the merest trace. The lettering of 
CORREOS and of BUENOS AIRES is all of the same size, and all in very 
thin letters. There is no hyphen between the words of name. The 
white a·ots in the corners are large, but not so large as in the originals, 
and none of them touch the boundary. The sun shows four short 
rays of equal length. The thick, oval line surrounding the steamer, 
&c., is unbroken. The easiest test for this stamp is in the fact that 
the line which runs round the whole stamp, outside everything, is a 
very thin, straight line; whereas this line in the genuine is thick 
and waved, almost as if it had been intended to imitate a perforation. 
The final o of FRANCO is very small, and a good deal smaller than 
the rest of the letters of that worcl. 

This forgery is not cancelled; it is gummed at the back, and has 
a very new look ; but, at the same time, I think that many collectors 
might be deceived by it. By the way, there is another good test for 
it, which I see I have not mentioned. In the genuine the mast of 
the steamer has two flags or streamers on the very top, one just 
under the other, whilst tlus forgery does not carry any flags at all. 
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Concerning the genuine stamps, I ought to add that, besides the 
varieties mentioned by Mr. Pemberton, I have seen the 1 peso pro­
perly labelled " r PESO." It is from the matrix of the CUATO PS.; 
and the T of CUATO has had the top cut off, and the o altogether 
erased. I do not remember seeing more than one specimen of this, 
so it is probably not common. 

Postmarks. 

The genuine stamps have a cancellation altogether different from 
that of any other country, and the forgers wonld have done well to 
try to imitate it. It is a diamond of dots, surrounded by a fringe of 
short lines, forming an oval. It forms a splendid cancellation, look­
ing at it from an official point of view; for most of the stamps are 
so completely covered and obliterated by it that they are altogether 
undecipherable ; but this very fact renders it extremely obnoxious 
from onr point of view, as it spoils valuable specimens. 

The forgeries are cancelled with two large concentric ovals, with 
lettering in the centre and between the ovals ; generally in blue. 

Horseman (Guacho) Essays, 1859. 

I have not been able to get any of these 
essays for description, and this is rather un­
fortunate, as there is a full set of forgeries. 
The counterfeits are lithographed on thin 
paper, very shiny, and generally postmarked. 
This latter fact wonld alone suffice to con­

=====- demn them, as it is believed that none of 
these essays ever paBsed the post. 

Issue of 1859, Paris imprint. 4 Reales, 1, 2 Pesos. 

The first issue of the set with head of 
Liberty was printed in Paris, and they are 
nicely done. They are not marvels of execu­
tion, but they are infinitely clearer and better 
in every way than the later ones printed in the 
Repn blic itself. Indeed, I fancy that somfl of 
the latter would be r·ejected by our younger brethren as counter­
feits, though they must yield the palm of ugliness to the first 
issue, 

Genuine. 

Well lithographed, on wove paper. The head of Liberty is nicely 
done; and there are five lines of shading at the crease formed where 
the cap doubles over at the top of the head. There are three distinct 
dark waves of hair in front of the cap; there is a necklace upon the 
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neck, bearing four pearls. All the rest of the necklace, except these 
four pearls, is hidden by the tail of the cap, which exactly covers 
over the line, or direction, in which the rest of the necklace would 
lie. The eye is distinct and open; the chin is curved considerably 
forwards. The narrowest part of the shaded background, outside 
the central circle, on each side, contains four vertical lines of shading. 
The tail of the cap comes forwards to cover the ear, then it goes 
straight downwards, getting narrower as it goes, until it gives a twist 
over, and joins the necklace, as before described. There is usually a 
hyphen between the words BUENOS-AIRES, but I have seen many 
undoubtedly genuine copies without it, so it is not safe to trust too 
much to this test. The lettering at the sides is very thin, and the 
value is at equal distances from both ends of the containing label. 

Forged. First Set. 
Moderately well lithographed, on white paper. The head is not 

well done. There are three lines of shadino- where .the cap bends 
over, at the top of the head. There is a white blotch at the top 
of the forehead, being, apparently, part of the cap ; and beneath it 
there are two waves of hair. The side of the face is shaded with 
blotches. There is no necklace visible at all ; its place being occu­
pied by what looks like dishevelled hair, which has apparently 
escaped from the cap. The eye is a dark blotch ; the chin points 
downward, instead of forward. The narrowest part of the shaded 
background, outside the central circle, has seven vertical lines of 
shading on the right, and about six on the left, though the latter are 
so blotched that it is very difficult to be certain as to the real 
number. The tail of the cap looks like a rough representation of a 
leg and foot, the knee coming over the ear, ·and the rest of the leg 
pointing forward, so that the toe, if prolonged, would cut into the 
u of BUENOS. There is no indication of any hyphen between the 
words of name. The lettering at the sides is stumpy and fat ; and, 
in the 2 pesos, the value has been altered by simply changing the l 
into a 2, and addino- an s to the end of PESO; thus the last s of PESOS 
is much nearer to the one side of the label th!n the 2 is to the other 
side. 

Forged. Second Set. 
This forgery may possibly be found in all the values, but I have 

only seen the 2 pesos. It is very badly done. Lithographed on 
white paper. Poor Liberty looks like a very shrewish old woman, 
and her cap is a real nightcap. The front corner of the base of the 
neck is cut off altogether. There are four vertical lines of shading 
on each side, just outside the central circle; but they are very 
crookedly drawn, so that they look very different from the genuine. 
The s of BUENOS looks like a z reversed and inverted. There is no 
stop between the words BUENOS AIRES. The final s of PESOS is much 
too near its mvn end of the label. The tail of the cap points to 
the 0 of BUENOS. 
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Forged. Thi1·d Set. 

Of this I have only seen the l peso in red. Lithographed on hard 
wove paper, of a yellowish white. The upper part of the head is 
tolerably well done, but the lower jaw is swollen, as if the poor 
goddess were suffering from tooth-ache. The shading in the crease 
formed where the cap doubles over at the top of the head consists 
of five lines radiating from a thick line, like twigs from a branch. 
There are four very distinct twists or waves of hair in front of the 
cap. · There is no necklace; but the tail of the cap comes right 
forward to the very front of the neck, and entirely covers that part 
where the necklace ought to be found. The eye is moderately 
distinct, but not quite so clear as in the genuine. There is no 
chin to speak of; for the usual curve, between the lower lip 
and the chin proper, is filled np by the swelling of which 1 spoke. 
The narrowest part of the shaded background, outside the central 
circle, has six lines on the right side and four on the left. There 
is a very faint hyphen between the words BUENOS AIRES. The 
lettering at the right side is too large and thick. The first o of 
CORREOS is a Q. 

Postmarks. 

The usual cancellation of the genuine is a smallish oval, fi lled 
with crossed, oblique lines. But many of the genuine stamps of 
this issue passed the post without being cancelled, owing to a habit 
on the part of the Buenos Ayreans of applying the stamp or stamps 
by way of seal to their letters, so that they escaped the notice of the 
officials. I have not seen the first and second forgeries cancelled ; 
out the third is obliterated with a double circle, containing the 
name and some figures. This postmark is imitated from the usual 
cancellation found on th~ genuine local impressions now to be 
described. 

Issue of 1860. Local Imprint. 4 Realea, 1 Peso. . . 
This issue can easily be distinguished from the last by the 

extreme badness of the impression. The type is, I believe, 
really the same; but it looks very d ifferent, owing to the faulty 
execution of the printing. 

Gemtine. 

Very badly lithographed on soft wove paper, as before. The pearls 
of the necklace are merged into one dark line, which is joined to the 
tail of the cap. In all my copies there is a dot between the words 
BUENOS AYRES. There is no stop after the s in the 4 reales value. 
It will be understood that this issue is exactly like the last in all 
points, except that the whole design is blotchy, and very badly 
printed. 

stampsmarter.com 



HOW TO DETECT FORGED STAMPS. 75 

Forged. 
Lithographed on hard, white paper. The whole front and base of 

the neck seem to be merged into the background, and are almost 
invisible. There is no necklace to be seen, nor the part of the tail 
of the cap which ought to join it. The waves of hair of the originals 
are here made part of the cap instead, and, in some copies, this part 
is perfectly white. The tail of the cap points in the same direction 
as that in the first set of forgeries of the Paris-printed issue. There 
is no dot between the words BUENOS AIRES. There is a stop after 
REALES in the 4 reales value. 

Postrnarlcs. 
The genuine bear an oval of diamond-shaped dots, and also a 

double circle containing the name of the republic between the circles, 
with figures in the middle. The forgeries are cancelled 'vith part of 
an oval with a very thick outline, but most of them are un­
obliterated. 

CABUL. 
The issues, types, varieties, and values of these stamps are 

quite bewildering in their number; and, unless a collector happen 
to have a pretty deep purse, I am afraid he will be obliged to be 
content to see a good many blanks in the portion of his album 
devoted to this State. I only know, at present, of one forgery, 
which came out in 1877. The forgers must have set to work 
almost immediately upon the appearance of the stamp, and I am 
afraid their handiwork had a considerable sale; for the counter­
feit is tolerably well done, and the genuine stamps had been in 
the market but a very little while before these imposters came 
over from Germany. The imitation purports to be the 

Issue of 1876. One Anna, grey. 
Genuine. 

• 

Lithographed on rather thick, laid paper. 
The cataloaues generally give the colour as 
being grey, but I should rather call it a sort of 
neutral tint, of a bluish cast. The outer border 
of the stamp is a white ring, clotted at tolerably 
close, but irregular intervals, '. vith coloured 
blotches. The tiger has very distinct eyebrows, 
composed of dots, and his face has a number of 
spots on it. 

Forged. 
Lithographed, on thin wove paper. The colour is, what I should 

call, a clark grey, quite different from that of the genuine: The 
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outer border of the stamp is a rope, the strands of it being quite 
distinct. These strands do not at all resemble the dots on the 
genuine. The tiger has no eyebrows, and his face is not spotty. 
There are, of course, a good many other little differences, but I think 
the ones I have here given will enable anyone to detect the counter­
feits. 

Postmarb. 
The only cancellation which I have ever seen on these Cabul 

stamps consists in a small piece being torn or cut out of the stamp 
itself. The forgeries are not mutilated. The following quotation 
from Mr. Pemberton's Handbook explains how this curious cancelling 
is done: 

"A native generally takes his letter to the post-oflice ·with money 
for a stamp (he does not keep any by him) ; the stamp-seller takes 
the letter and money, and, having first torn a piece out of the stamp 
with his fiucrer and thumb, he puts it on the letter, and the opera­
tion is complete. This barbaric mutilation commenced in 1871, and 
has continued till now ; though it is true that the small stamps 
oftener have a triangular piece snipped out, presumably because 
there is not sufficient of them to begin tearing at." 

I would remind my readers that the above stamp exists in neutral­
tint, lilac, black, and green, according as it is used for Cabul, 
Kandahar, J ellalabad, or Khoulloum, so that nothing would be 
easier for the forgers than to print their cotmterfeit in any of these 
colours. At present, however, I have only seen the forgery in dark 
grey, as above described. 

CAPE OF GOOD HOPE. 
Issue of 1857. 1d., 4d., 6d., 1 shilling. 

Gen"ine. 
Engraved in taille-do!tce, on stoutish 

wove paper ; watermarked with au 
anchor, but unfortunately the said 
anchor is often very difficult to see. 
The right foot of the figure of Hope 
is in profile ; but the left foot is 
turned sideways, so that all the toes 
can be seen. The background to the 
turning, but the lines are so very close 
make one uniform groundwork of plain Both flukes of the 
anchor beside the figure are of the same size and shape, and the 
anchor is nicely drawn. The engine-turning, behind the lettering, 
is composed of fine curved lines in white, apparently scratched out 
of a dark background. The letters of name, &c., are equal in height, 
and of the same thickness. The engraving of these stamps is very 
beautifully done, and I think nobody ought to be taken in by the 
miserable imitations now to be described. 
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F01·ged. First Set. 
Very coarsely lithographed on rather thick, wove paper; no water­

mark. The feet of the figure are in much the same position as in 
the genuine, but the toes cannot be counted, and both feet are mis­
shapen. The background to the figure is made up of crossed, wavy 
lines, very coarsely done, and very wide apart. The fluke of the 
anchor which is nearest to the figure is much thicker than the other, 
and absurdly out of shape; the whole thing looking like a boy's first 
attempt to draw Hope's emblem. The engine-turning behind the 
lettering is formed by almost straight, coloured lines on a white 
backgrmmd, and these also are very coarse. The letters have a 
ragged, unfinished look about them, and they are not all alike 
in height and thickness. In the ld. the value appears as 
"ONEPENNY," and in the 4d. as "FOURPENCE," without any sepa­
ration between the words. The o of FOURPENCE ~s squeezed tlat 
at the bottom. In the 6d. the words of value are smaller than 
the other lettering. In the l s. the ONE is a good deal larger than 
any of the other lettering. 

Forged. Second Set. 
These are very much better counterfeits than the set just described, 

and I have only come across them lately. They are good enough 
to take in any young collector who does not know the difference 
between a taille-d01<ce engraving and a lithograph. Lithographed 
on rather thin, wove paper ; no watermark. The figure of Hope has 
only four toes, the little toe being twice the breadth of the others. 
The o of POSTAGE is much smaller than the rest of the letters, and 
the background behind the lettering is composed of coloured lines 
on a white ground. The top of the anchor ends in a small spike, 
which is not found in the genuine. The star, or flower, or whatever 
it is, in the top point of the stamp has eight points of very nearly 
equal size, and a very tiny dot in the centre, surrounded by a 
coloured ring; whereas, in the genuine, four of the points are very 
large, four very small, and the centre is a large dot, without any 
coloured ring round it. The background behind the figure is a fair 
imitation of the genuine. 

Postmarks. 
The postmarks of the genuine stamps are very various. The 

most general is a set of undecipherable blotches; but I have some 
with a sort of gridiron pattern, and some with a diamond of thin 
parallel lines very close together, each of these two containing 
"G. H." in the centre. Another of my copies bears the name of the 
town in block letters, arranged in an oval form, without any lines 
round it; and I have also one with the name of a town within 
a large outlined oval. The for(Series have a cancellation formed of 
five thick, parallel lines very tar apart, and some of them have a 
pen-stroke in addition. This cancellation is found on both sets of 
forgeries, which looks as though they came from the same maker. 
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Issues of 1864-76. ld., 4d., 6d., ls. 
Genuine. 

Engraved in epargne, machine-perforated 14; 
watermarked with a crown and cc. The head of 
the figure of Hope comes exactly beneath the first 
o of the word GOOD. The eye, mouth, and horn 
of the emblematic ram are very plain and distinct. 
The lettering is so tall that it reaches almost from 
top to bottom of the containing labels. There is a 
tiara on the head of the figure. The dress is 

fastened with a distinct brooch on each shoulder. The flukes of the 
anchor are diamond-shaped. 

Forged. 
These counterfeits are very common, and I am afraid they have 

had a sale much beyond what their appearance would lead us to 
expect; for one glance at them will to a practised eye be quite 
sufficient to decide upon their worth, or rather worthlessness. Poorly 
lithographed on very white paper ; no watermark ; pin-pricked 13. 
The head of the figure of Hope comes just under the G of GOOD. 
The head of the ram seems to be all eye and horn, and very in­
distinct. The lettering is a good deal too small, ancl it does not come 
anywhere near the top and bottom of the containing labels. The c 
of CAPE appears to be a G. There is no tiara on the head of the 
figure, and there are no brooches on the shoulders. 

1868. 4d. ; Surcharged on Lilac, 6d. 
Genuine. 

The words POSTAGE SIX-PENCE are obliterated by a broad bar of 
dull carmine, and the surcharge value FOUR-PENCE is printed near 
the top of the stamp in the same colour as the bar, with a stop after 
the said words. All the other tests are exactly the same as in the 
genuine set just described ; for it will be understood that this stamp 
is merely the 6d. of the last set, with the new value surcharged 
upon it. 

Forged. 
I suppose the forgers have not been able to imitate the cancelling 

of the old value properly, so they have left the bottom of the lilac 
design blank. On this blank space there is a broad band of vermilion, 
with the words POSTAGE SIX PENCE in white letters on the band, in­
stead of underneath it. The surcharged words FOUR PENCE are in 
the same vermilion hue, and there is no stop after them. All the 
tests for the other parts of the design are exactly the same as in the 
forged set last described. I do not think this particular forgery is at 
all likely to deceive anybody. 
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Postmarks. 
Amongst my copies I find only three varieties of cancellation. 

One is an oval, formed by very thick parallel bars, with a square or 
a rectangle in the centre, containing numerals. Another is the same 
rectangle with numerals, but the rectangle is surrounded by a fringe 
of fine lines like a sort of halo. The third is a plain circle, contain­
ing the name of the town, date, &c. The forgeries are postmarked 
with a set of five parallel bars, forming a large oblong, the same ae 
the forged cancellation of the first issue. 

I have not yet seen or heard of any forgeries of the native tri­
angular provisionals, known as the "wood blocks ; " but I should 
have thought them the easiest of all to forge, as they are very 
poorly clone, and almost always very much blotched. 

CEYLON. 
Issue of 1857. ld., 6d., lOd., imperforate. 

I have forgeries of the above values, but they are badly done, 
and I do not think them very likely to deceive anybody. They 
came to me out of a German album, and .I believe they were 
made in that country. They are not very common in England, 
and I only remember seeing one more copy besides the ones now 
in my possession. I expect what sale they have had has been 
chiefly on the continent, where the stamps of our colonies are 
not so common as they are here. 

Genuine. 
Engraved in taille-douce, on thin white paper ; unperforated; 

watermarked with a star, which is generally very distinct. There 
are two little square ornaments in the top corners, and each of these 
squares has its inside lower corner projecting very slightly into the 
outline of the central oval. The coronet is composed of alternate 
crosses pattee and things which look like shamrocks, though the 
latter may be some leaf or flower emblematic of the island. The 
last cross and the last shamrock towards the back of the head are 
smaller than the rest, or rather, placed on a lower level, and the coil 
of hair at the back of the head stands up high above these last two 
ornaments. The queen's forehead is distinctly rounded, and the 
lower lip does not project so far as the upper one. There are two 
curls of hair, of almost equal length, hanging down from the back 
of the coronet to within one-eighth of an inch from the bottom of 
the back of the neck. Following the curve of the word CEYLON 
there will be seen two ovals of white dots, formed by spaces in the 
engine-turning of the background, but they are not very prominent; 
and inside these again there are two more ovals a little less distinct. 
There are only eight variously-shaped jewels to be seen in the lower 
band of the coronet. 

stampsmarter.com 



80 ALBUM WEEDS j OR, 

Forged. 

Lithographed on thin, wove paper-the ld. on blue, the other 
values on white; unperforated ; no watermark. The little square 
ornament on the left side, at the top of the stamp, encroaches con­
siderably on the outline of the central oval; but the one on the right 
side does not even touch the said oval. The ornaments on the 
coronet appear, at first sight, to be all crosses pattee, but they are 
not exactly alike. The last two are quite as tall as the rest, and the 
coil of hair at the back of the head does not · stand up so high as 
they do. The queen's forehead is slightly hollowed in the centre, 
and the lower lip projects, if anything, slightly further than the top 
one. The two curls hanging down from the back of the coronet are 
very badly drawn ; the inner one is barely half the length of the 
outer one, and the outer one is quite quarter of an inch from the 
bottom of the neck. There are two very prominent ovals of dotted 
lines following the curve of the word CEYLON ; and there are two 
other ovals inside these, also of dotted lines, and nearly as distinct. 
All these ovals can be seen at a glance. There are either eleven or 
twelve jewels round the base of the coronet. In these forgeries Her 
Majesty has been favoured with a very forbidding cast of counten­
ance by the designer, though she looks very amiable on the genuine 
stamps. 

Postmarks. 
One or two of my copies of these unperforated stamps bear some 

shapeless blotches by way of obliteration ; but all the rest are post­
marked with a set of twelve long, parallel bars, forming an oval, but 
without any oval outline round them. The forgeries bear either a 
pen-stroke, or an oval outline, filled with eight parallel bars, making 
a sort of gridiron. 

I have taken all these three stamps together, so as to avoid having 
to describe each value separately; but it will be understood that 
the lower part of each of the genuine differs from the others, accord­
ing to the value. However they are all alike in the parts taken 
for description, and the above tests will suffice for the detection of 
either the ld., the 6d., or the lOd., or of all three. The engine­
turning of the originals has been very well copied in these forgeries, 
especially in the ld. value, which is the best of the three ; and I 
cannot imagine how the forgers managed to prevent the fine lines 
from running together, and making a solid background. 

Issue of 1868. 3d., Rose. 
I have only seen the above value of this 

set; but as iit exists, it is probable that the 
l d. exists also. The forgery is poorly done, 
and not at all dangerous. 
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Genuine. 

Engraved in tfpargne, on rather stout, hard, and somewhat glace 
wove paper; perforated. 12! or 14; watermarked with a crown and 
cc. The diamond-shaped jewels along the base of the coronet seem 
to stand out well from it. The face is shaded all over, except the 
front of the forehead. The large pearls on the top of the coronet 
are shaded almost all over. The letters of the word CEYLON do not 
touch the outline of their containing-label anywhere, and both name 
and value are in beautifully clear and clean-cut letters. The colour 
of the stamp is a bright rose, or rose-pink. 

Forged. 

Po'trly lithographed in a very washed-out lilac-pink, on very white 
wove paper, very thin; pin-pricked 12!; no watermark. The 
ornaments along the base of the coronet appear to be oval holes, 
instead of diamond-shaped jewels. The face is white all round the 
mouth. The large pearls on the top of the coronet are only slightly 
shaded; at least three-fourths of each are left white. The c of 
CEYLON touches the bottom of the containing-label, and the y and L 
t ouch at the top. The whole stamp has a blurred and indistinct 
appearance, very different from the genuine. 

Postmarks. 
The genuine stamps generally bear an oval, formed by three very 

thick, parallel straight bars at each end, and two curved, parallel 
bars at each side, leaving a space in the centre which contains a large 
capital letter. The forged cancellation is something similar, but 
very much smaller, and with the lines thinner. 

CHILI. 
Issue of 1853. 1, 5, 10, 20 Cent. 

The forgeries of this set have been in 
existence a long time, and are very common ; 
indeed I seldom see a youth's collection which 
does not contain one or more of these counter­
feits. 

Genuine. 

Engraved in taille-douce, on soft wove paper; watermarked with 
the value in figures. They are all from the same die, so that the 
description of one will answer for all the rest. The ink stands out 
well from the surface of the paper. The ground of the central circle 
is formed by a multitude of engine-turned lines, very close together, 
and there are a great many very tiny triangular white spots between 
the intersections of the engbae-turning, but these spots are quite in-

G 
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visible at a little distance, being not at all prominent. In each of 
the top corners of the stamp there are two little ovals, or rather links 
of a chain ; and just below them, also in each corner, there are four 
similar links or ovals ; but the first o of CORREOS cuts into the lowest 
link of the four on the left side of the stamp, and the o of FRANCO 
cuts into the lowest of the four on the right side. The o of PORTE 
is rather taller than the rest of the letters of that word. The F of 
FRANCO is too thin, and the R is too thick. There is a slightly 
scalloped line of white running all ronnel, immediately inside the 
outline of the central circle, but it is so very faint that it would not 
be noticed unless purposely looked for. There is a very great varidy 
in the printing of these stamps; the earlier ones are beautifully ex­
ecuted, but the later ones are often very much smudged, so that the 
details of the design can hardly be seen. The first-issued 5 centavos 
was printed on very strongly bleutr! paper. The forgers have not 
ventured to imitate this ; at least, I have never seen a copy. 

Forged. 

Lithographed on thin, hard paper; no watermark. The ink does 
not stand out from the surface of the paper. The ground of the 
central circle is formed by a sort of very coarse network of colour, 
the spaces between the network being very large, mostly rouml or 
oval, and each space having two or three thin lines crossing it. This 
gives a very spotty look to the whole groundwork, and the white 
spots can be seen at a considerable distance, being the first thing to 
strike the eye after the head and lettering. In the left top corner of 
the stamp there are parts of three ovals or links, and below them 
there are four more, like the genuine, only the lowest one does not 
go near the word CORREOS. In the right top corner there are two 
links, and below them fonr more, the o of FRANCO going rather close 
to the lowest one, but not aLsolutely cutting into it. The o of PORTE 
is the same height as the rest of the word, and the F and R of FRANCO 
are of the same thickness as the other letters. Inside the outline of 
the central circle there is a V<mJ prominent scalloped line running 
riaht round the circle, which is far more conspicuous than that in 
tl,"e oenuine stamps. In many copies the first o of COLO~ i~ badly 
dra,~n, but I notice that this is not always the case, so that it is not 
much of a test. The easiest test is the spotty ground of the central 
circle, which condemns these counterfeits at a glance. 

Postmarks. 

The normal cancellation of the genuine appears to be a set of shape­
less blotches, utterly undecipherable ; but I have some copies post­
marked with four concentric circles, with six parallel straight lines in 
the centre. Another postmark is an oval of straight lines, with large 
letterina in the centre. The forgeries are cancelled with an imitation 
of the four concentric circles with six straight lines in the centre. 
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Issue of 1867 . 1, 2, 5 , 10, 2 0 Centavos. 

These stamps are really very handsome, and 
are much superior in design and execution to 
those of the issue just described-every d etail 
showing with clearness. The forgeries are 
very poor, and ought not to deceive an ybody. 

• Genuine. 

Beautifully engraved in tctille-douce, on thick, 

83 

hard wove paper ; no watermark ; perforated 12. The stars in the 
lower corners are of exactly equal size. The whi te lines of the 
engine-turning of the central circle are all curved. T here i.s no clark 
line l'Oun cl the outline of the bust of Columbus, or President Freire, 
or whoever the worthy may be. 

Forged. 

Very coarsely lithographed on stout wove paper ; no watermark; 
unperforateu , or pin-pricked 13. The star in the left lower corner is 
somew hat larger than the other. The white li nes of the imitation 
engine-turning in the central circle are all straight and oblique, in­
stead of curved. There is a broad, and very prominent line uf 
shading all round the bust. The whole impression is very poor and 
coarse, and immeasurably inferior to the genuine in every way. T he 
broacl line of shading round the bust is a very easy instant test. 
Some of the forgeries are to be found unperforated, as I have already 
said ; the originals are ctlways perforated. It will be noticed that I 
have not troubled to give many details of these last forgeries, for 
they are so very poor that it would be almost an insult to my 
readers to suppose them capable, for one instant, of being taken in 
by these miserable counterfeits. 

Postme<Tks. 

Shapeless blotches, as before, seem to be the favourite obliterations 
of the genuine ; but a few of my copies are cancelled with four 
triangular blotches, leaving a white cross in the centre. If a cork 
were to have a phtin cross of about ;j- inch wide cut out of its end, 
and were then used as a hand-stamp, it would accurately represent 
this cancellation which I have been endeavouring to describe. The 
forgeries are obliterated either with a large oval, formed of parallel 
straight lines, or with a sort of imitation of the British Guiana 
postmark. 

Issue of 1872- 5. 5 c., envelope. 

It is possible that the whole set of envelopes may have been 
forged, but at present I have only come across the 5c., violet on 
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yellow. It is not badly done, but I do not 
think it is very common. Of course the 
forgery only repr·esents a cut envelope, which 
gives us yet another argument in favour of 
collecting entire envelopes only, if any such 
argument be really needed. For my own 
part, I must say that my opinion in the 
matter of entire envelopes is so strong that 
I would not give a penny for the rarest cut 

envelope in existence. 
Gen·uine. 

There is a key-pattern rectangle ronnel the bust in the centre of 
the stamp. This key-pattern forms a very easy test ; for, counting 
the outer points of the pattern, there will be found sixteen points 
on each sicle, ancl thirteen each at the top ancl bottom. The figure 5 
is of a natural shape ; the worcl CHILE is well emhossecl ; the c of 
CENTS is the same size as the other letters of the worcl. 

Forged. 

The colour of this forgery is a clull mauve instead of violet, ancl 
the paper is yellowish-white instead of a cleciclecl yellow. The points 
in the key-pattern are very different from the genuine ; there are 
fifteen points on the right sicle of the stamp, sixteen on the left, ancl 
twelve each at the top ancl bottom. The heacl of the 5 is abnormally 
large ; the worcl CHILE is not embossed at all ; the c of CENTS is 
smaller than the other letters of the worcl, ancl the ground behind 
the worcl CHILE is blotchy ancl imperfect. 

Postmarks. 
I have not yet seen any postmarked copies of either the genuine 

or forged, so am unable to give any information on this point. 

CONFEDERATE STATES. 

I am afraid my readers will be rather disappointed with this 
portion of my book; but the fact is that I have been unable to 
obtain more than a few specimens of the rare locals to describe 
from; and therefore most of the forgeries will have to be passed 
over altogether. However, my first business is with the Govern­
ment issues, which naturally take precedence of the locals. 

Some of these Government issues are decidedly rare, but the 
majority of them are to be had at considerably less than the 
original face value. Whether they are reprints, or bond fide 
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remainders of the stock in the hands of the Postal authorities 
at the conclusion of the war, I do not know. M:y own personal 
feeling on the subject may be guessed when I confess that I do 
not care for any but post-marked copies; but of course this is a 
matter of opinion. 

Issue of 1861. 2 Cents, green. 

Genuine. 

Badly lithographed, on thick, very soft, coarsely-wove paper. The 
groundwork behind the bust is composed of crossed vertical and 
horizontal lines. This is very plain on the left side of the stamp ; 
but near the back of the head the lines are so dark, and so very close 
together, that the background appears almost solid, or uniform. The 
nose of the figure is broad all the way down, and rounded at the 
tip. The eyes are very large, the pupils round, the eyelashes well 
marked. The eyebrows are far apart, so that there is a good space 
across the base of the forehead. The coat is shaded with strong, 
oblique lines. The hair is rather curly, and is brushed away so as 
to show a large space of white at the side of the bead. There is a 
stop after each of tbe letters c. s. A. ; but tbe one after the s is not 
quite so plain as the other two. There is no stop after the word Two, 
either on the left or on the right side of the stamp. The ribbon at 
the bottom of the stamp, containing the words TWO CENTS, appears 
to be folded into a sort of bow in the centre, between the two words ; 
and the s of CENTS goes right up to tbe forked end of tbe ribbon, so 
that the fork absolutely cuts into the s. In the word POSTAGE the 
head of the P is too high up, the cross-stroke of the T is very thin, aiHl 
tbe G is of the usual type : the ribbon containing 1'WO CENTS is very 
wavy. 

Forged. 

Coarsely lithographed on thick paper, very hard. The feel of the 
paper is almost like that of exceedingly thin card, quite different 
from the soft paper of the gennine. The groundwork behind the 
bust is composed of horizontal lines of shading ; and this will serve 
as a very easy instant test. The nose is thin, pinched up, and 
acutely pointed at the tip. The eyes are very small and piggish, and 
the pupils small, and irregularly shaped. The eyelashes cannot be 
made out. The eyebrows almost meet over the nose. The coat 
appears to be composed of solid colour; but some of the lines can 
be seen on very close inspection. The hair sticks up almost straight 
on end, and there is a lot of it on the temples, which are bare in the 
genuine. There is no stop after any of the letters c s A ; but there 
is a very plain one after the TWO on the left side of the stamp. The 
ribbon at the bottom of the stamp is almost straight; the centre 
appears to be folded on itself, but without any indication of a bow ; 
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and in the middle fold there is a very distinct L, which does not 
exi st in the genuine. The forked end of the 1·ibbon on the right 
side is quite clear of the s of CENTS. In the word POSTAGE the P is 
like aD, the cross-stroke of theTis as thick as the rest of the letter, 
aud the G has a nwst peculiar tail, extending almost to the bottom of 
the E. 

The ge1mine stamp is rather rare, and used copies very especially 
so ; the unused 011es sell for six or seven shillings. The forgeries do 
not seem to be very common. I have only seen two copies ; but 
they were very clean and new in appearance, so we shall probably 
see plenty of them after a w bile. 

Postmarks. 

I have not seen any postmarked originals, and the forgeries also 
are uncancelled. However, the almost universal postmark of the 
Government jssnes was a very }arge circle, struck in black or blue, 
containing name, month, and day of month , without the year; and 
those of my reaclers who possess copies which have passed the post, 
wi ll probably find them bear the above cancellation. 

1861. Five Cents, blue; F iv e Cents, green . 

These are the large stamps, with portrait of Jefferson Davis 
to right. They are tolerably common, used as well as unused. 
l have noticed that the used copies are usually not nearly so 
well printed as the uncancelled ones; but I will not venture an 
opinion as to whether this tends to prove the unused ones to be 
reprints or not ; for I know very little of their history, and 
I Jo not like to give an opinion without being quite sure. 

Genuine. 
Lithographed on rather thick, soft wove paper. The background, 

behind the portrait, is comJlOsed of crossed vertical and lwrizontal 
lines, but they are set so very close together that it almost requires a 
microscope to see that the background is not solid. Both corners of 
the shirt-collar are very distinct. The beard is small , am\ appears 
to ue partly hidden beneath the necktie. In the word POSTAGE the 
dark spot of shading in the Pis just like a D; the shading of the o 
goe,; almost to the top and bottom of the letter; there is a white dot 
above the A; and a small white blotch after the E, level with the 
centre of it. The letters ON of CONFEDERATE almost touch each 
other. The last s of s·rA1'KS and the E of AMERICA are altogether 
out of shape and deformed. There is some shading on the cheek, 
nnJ a line near the side of the mouth, which give Davis the appear­
<tnce of having very high cheek-bones. There is a slight line marking 
the hollow in the centre of the upper lip, but it is so slight as to be 
hardly noticeable. 
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First Forgery. 

Lithographed on very similar paper to the genuine, also on thin card­
board. It is found in red, as well as in blue and green. I suppose I 
need hardly say that there never was a 5 c. red of any of the Govern­
ment issues, so that the red one may be laid aside at once as a humbug, 
without examination. The design of this forgery is remarkab1y good, 
and might easily deceive anyone who had not a genuine copy to 
compare, and son1e specimens look almost better than the originals. 
I do not know where it was made. The hackground, behind the figure, 
is of crossed vertical and horizontal lines, like the genuine, but not 
quite so close together. Tl1e chief dift"erence between this counterfeit 
and the originals is tl!at the dcsigaer of it has made a mistake in his 
copyilig, anti evidently taken th e left corner of the shirt-collar to be 
part of the beard. (Wl!en I say " left" I mean the one which would 
actually be tlle left if it were a real Lust. ) Thus there appear to be 
two wedge-shaped patches of white hanging from the chin ; and 
these are very distinct, and will serve as good tests of this imitation. 
These wedge-shaped patcl!es give the Leard an unduly prominent 
look, and it seems to come over the necktie, instead of beneath it. 
In the word POSTAGE th e dark spot of shading in the P is perfectly 
oval ; the shading of the o does not go near to either the top or 
bottom of the letter ; there is no white dot over the A; and no 
blotch after the E. The letters ON of cONFEDERATE are the same 
distance apart as the other letters of that word. The lasts of STATES 
and the E of AMERICA are properly shaped. The dimple in the 
upper lip is very strongly mu.rked ; and the portrait does not appear 
to have high cheek-bones. 

Second Forgery. 

This is a very poor imitation, not to be compared with the one 
just described. It is found in blue, green, and also in red, like the 
first forgery. The portrait is not like an American at all. The 
beard and necktie are so indistinct that it is almost impossible to 
make them out. The eyes, instead of being directed forward, appear 
to be slyly looking over the shoulder. Only the right side of the 
shirt-collar is visible. The background, behind the figure, is of very 
coarse, crossed lines. 'Ihe words POS'IAGE FIvE CENTS are in thin 
letters, instead of the very large, fat letters of the originals; and the 
words CONF'EDERATE STATES m' AMERICA are SO small as to be 
almost unreadable. Altogether this is a wretched attempt, and I 
think I need say no more about it. 

Third Forgery. 

Lithographed on very thick, hard wove paper. This forgery is 
only a slight reminder of the design of the originals, and hardly 
seems to have been copied from them at all. The face is rather more 
like that of J eiferson Davis than the last forgery; but the back-
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ground is composed of horizontal lines only, which will immediately 
condemn it. I have only seen this forgery in green, a fit emblem of 
those who could be taken in by it. 

Postmarks. 

All my copies are cancelled with a very large circle, containing 
the name of the post-town, the month, and the day of the month . 
The forgeries are mostly unused ; but I have · one copy which has 
what appears to be a part of the large circle upon it, though there is 
no lettering in the circle. 

Of all the forgeries just described, the first is the only one which 
may he called dangerous; the others are very poor, and not likely to 
deceive. 

Issue of 1862. 10 Cents, blue; 10 Cents, rose. 

This is the large stamp, with head of Madison to right. It 
is rather more uncommon than the 5 c., especially the one in 
rose. 

Genuine. 

Lithographed on wove paper, a little thinner than that of the 5 c., 
ami slightly surfaced in the unused copies. The background, behind 
the figure, is composed of crossed, horizontal and vertical lines, even 
closer together than in the 5 c. The mouth is darkly shaded, which 
makes 1\ladison look as though he had a moustache, but there is not 
one in reality. The high cmvat and open shirt-front of the Georgian 
era are very white ami distinct. The coat appears to have a stand­
up collar. There are twenty-one scallops round the central circle, 
the ones immediately below CONFEDERATE STATES and immediately 
above OF AMERICA being very n1uch more distinct and prmninent 
than the others. Outside these scallops there are five stars on the 
right-hand, and four on the left. Each of these stars has fom points, 
blunt and indistinct. There is a white circle in the middle of each 
star, and a durk spot in the centre of this. I must state that these 
stars are not at all easy to make out ; for at a fir&!. glance they appear 
to be white balls or rings, instead of stars. The s ,mel G of POSTAGE 

are both misshapen. The words TEN CEN1'S are in fat, squee"ed- LLp 
letters ; and the s of CEN1'S is like a reversed z. There are two very 
distinct coloured lines under TEN CENTS. 

Forged. 

Lithographed on very thin wove paper. The background is an 
easy test for this counterfeit, as it is composed of coarse, horizontal 
lines only, instead of the fine, crossed lines of the genuine. There 
i• a moustache, rather small, but perfectly distinct. The dress is 
very poorly copied, as Madison appears to have a stiff stock and 
cuirass, instead of a cravat and shirt-frill ; the cuirass, of course, does 
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rluty instead of a coat. The central circle is surrounded by twenty­
six scallops, the side ones being very nearly as distinct as the ones at 
the top and bottom. Outside these scallops there are five coloured 
rings on the right-hand sirle, and four on the left, each having a 
blotch of lighter colour in its centre; these do not, in the smallest 
degree, resemble the stars of the original stamps. The s and G of 
POSTAGE are of the normal shape ; the words TEN CENTS are in thin 
block letters ; the s of CENTS is correctly shaped. There is only one 
coloured line under the words TEN CENTS. 

Postmarks. 

The genuine stamps bear the cancellation mentioned above, but 
sometimes they are obliterated merely with a pen-stroke. I have 
not seen any of the forgeries cancelled. 

I can't help fancying that the unused stamps usually offered for 
sale must be reprints. They look very new, though the de~ign is 
(tlways smudged ; and the paper is evidently surfaced, though the 
paper of the used copies shows very little trace of this glossiness. 
However, I must leave this matter for others to decide. 

1862. Five Cent s, blue. 

This is the small stamp, with head of Davis to right. Mr. 
Pemberton gives two printings of this stamp; the London print, 
on glazed paper, and the local print, on rough paper. I do not 
remember ever having seen one of the stamps on glazed paper 
which had passed the post, all my own used copies being on the 
I'ough paper. But I 1nay add to this, that these " rough paper" 
copies look almost like lithographs, whereas the others are un­
mistakably f-par-gne engravings. The roughest, poorest-looking, 
and most dingy stamp of this issue which I ever saw was one 
which I took off the envelope myself during the war, and which 
had come to a friend of mine from the Southern States. 

Genuine. 

Engraved in epargne, on rather thin, rough paper, local print ; or 
on somewhat thicker, hard, glace paper, London print. The upper 
lip is well shaped, with a very strong, vertical hollow, or dimple, in 
the centre of it. The nose is straight, and not in the least like the 
Jewish type. The eyes look to the right of the stamp. The hori­
zontal lines of shading in the background are set so very closely 
together as to make the whole background look very dark. The 
white centres of the four stars in the corners are all of the same size 
and shape. The c of CONFEDERATE is at the same distance from the 
left border of the stamp as the last s of STATES is from the right 
border. The central tongue of the first E in CONFEDERATE is much 
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shorter than the top and bottom strokes ; but the tongue of the 
second E in that word projects almost as far as the top and bottom 
strokes. The first T of STATES is a very little taller than the s which 
precedes it. The s of CEN"rs stands perfectly upright. The line 
nmning round the outside of the stamp is dark, and well-defined. 

Forged. 

Lithographecl in pale greenish-Line, on thin wove paper, smooth, 
hut not shiny. The upper lip appears to have been crushed in, so 
as to give Davis a sort of hare-lip. The nose looks like a regular 
J ewish "beak," which is a good test for this counterfeit. The eyes 
seem almost to look towards the spectator. The horizontal lines of 
shading in the background are farther apart than in the genuine, and 
quite pale, so that the bust appears many shades darker than the 
lines. The white centres of the stars in the bottom corners are 
smaller than those in the top corners, and the centre of the right­
hand bottom star is not round like the rest. The c of CONFEDERATE 

is nearer to the left border of the stamp than the last s of STA"l'ES is 
to the right border. The central tongue of the first E in CON>'EDE­

RA"rE is as long as the top and bottom strokes ; and the tongue of the 
second E in that word is very much shorter than its top and bottom 
strokes . . The first T of sTATES is no taller than the s which precedes 
it. The s of CENTS seems to be falling over to the right. The line 
running round the outside of the stamp is very faint, and would 
hardly be noticed on a first inspection. 

Postmarks. 

All my used copies are cancelled with a word, or words, written in 
pen-an<l-ink. The.forgeries are generally unobliterated, bnt I have 
one specimen postmarked with the letters P Din largish capitals. 

I do not think this forgery is very common ; I have never seen 
more tlmn three or four specimens. Except for the Jewish hooked 
nose, it is not at all badly done, and would no doubt deceive many a 
young collector, whose faith was greater than his experience. 

1862. 10 Cents, blue. 

This is the stamp here illustrated, with pro­
file portrait of Davis to right. iVIr. Pemberton 
gives it as existing in three types, but I do not 
possess all the three. 

Genuine. 

Engraved in taille-douce, on rather thin wove 
paper, generally backed with brown gum. The 

oval of crossed lines, immediately behind the head, is very much the 
<Lnkest part of the stamp. The profile of the beard almost forms a 
right a.ngle with the neck where it joins it. The front of the base of 
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the neck goes to the very edge of the clark oval background of crossed 
lines. The s and T of POSTAGE do not touch each other at the top ; 
:mel the o of that word has its central line of shading extending 
almost from the top to the bottom, very nearly cutting the letter in 
two. The word CENTS is nicely drawn, each letter being of the same 
size as the rest. In the inscription on the left side of the stamp, the 
T of THE is not mixed up with the boundary of the containing-label, 
and the E of that word is an ordinary Gothic E, just like the others. 
In the inscription on the right-hand side of the stamp there is a very 
small OF, in tiny, block letters, between the words STATES AMERICA; 
but though so extremely small, it can be readily seen with a micro­
scope, or, indeed, with a good pair of eyes either. The omament to 
the left of 10 contains four very heavy bars of shading, placed 
obliquely; and the similar ornament to the right of the s of CENTS 
has also four bars in it. The outlines of all the various ovals in the 
design are drawn perfectly true, without any wavering or unsteadiness. 

Forged. 
Poorly lithographed, on stout wove paper ; no gum. The oval of 

crossed lines behind the bust is very pale, and does not show off the 
portrait at all. There is a rounded hollow where the beard joins the 
neck. The front of the base of the neck does not come to the edge 
of the oval of crossed lines. The s aud T of POSTAGE touch each 
other at the top, and the o of that word has its central line of shading 
not nearly reaching from the top to the uottom of the letter. The 
word CENTS is very badl,v drawn, and this will be, perhaps, the 
easiest test for this counterfeit ; the c is much smaller than the other 
letters, and the N is very straggling. The T of THE is mixed up with 
the border of its containing-label, so as to be hardly readable ; and 
the E of that word is a very poor attempt at a Gothic E, and not like 
the others in the word CONFEDERATE. In the inscription on the 
right-hand side of the stamp the OF between the words STATES 
AMERICA is represented by a couple of dots; I suppose the counter­
feiter could not make the word out, or could not draw such tiny 
letters. The ornament to the left of 10 contains four thick bars 
and one thin one; the similar ornament to the right of CENTS con­
tains five thick bars. The outlines of the various ovals in the design 
are wavy, almost as though they had been drawn by an unsteady 
hand, and very different from the firm, smooth lines of the genuine. 
Although there are so many differences between the genuine and the 
forged, sti ll this counterfeit lllight deceive. However, if my readers 
will remember that it is a lithograph, and the genuine ones are taille­
douce engravings, they need not be taken in. 

Pvstmarlcs. 

I have never seen a cancelled copy of the genuine. The forgeries 
are sometimes nncancelled, but more generally bear the letters P o, 
in thick, largish capitals. 
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1862. 20 Ce1:1ts, green. 
This stamp is very common in an unused 

state, but I do not remember having seen more 
than one postmarked copy. The forgery of it 
is very poor, and need not detain us long. 
I have only seen it lately, and it came over 
from New York with a packet of forged Con­
federate locals, of which I shall speak presently. 

Gemtine. 
Engraved in tail/e-douce, on very thin wove paper, usually so thin 

that the design can be plainly seen from the back of the stamp. 
The nose of Washington is well formed, and straight. The forehead 
is very lightly shaded, so that it is impossible to see where the fore­
head ends and the wig begins. The cramt and shirt-front seem to 
be all in one piece, as there is no division-line between the two. The 
background, behind the bust, is composed of very distinct, vertical 
lines of shading. The 20 at the top of the stamp is printed very 
much darker than any other part of it. The coat stands out well 
from the background, and it is shaded with very thick, oblique lines, 
which are quite plain. The Gothic lettering, THE CONFEDERATE 
STATES OF AMERICA, is also distinct, and in good-sized letters. The 
part of the lower ribbon immediately hehind the word TWENTY is 
almost totally devoid of shading, so that the word stands out plainly. 

Forged. 
Badly lithographed on thick, hard wove paper. The design can­

not be seen through the back of the stamp, on account of the thick­
ness of the paper. The nose is a mere caricature, being knocked all 
to one side ; and the mouth is very badly shaped, instead of being 
almost a straight line as in the genuine. The forehead is darkly 
shaded with horizontal lines, and the wig is perfectly white, so that 
it contrasts strongly with the forehead, as in our illustration, which 
rather resembles this forgery in many respects. There is a dark line 
<lividing the cravat from the shirt-front. The background, behind the 
bust, seems to be solid, though there are indications of shading in one 
or two places. The coat is perfectly invisible, owing to the darkness 
of the background. The 20 at the top of the stamp is no darker than 
the rest of the design. The words CONFEDERATE STATES OF AMERICA 
are very faint, and almost unreadable; the lettering is much thinner 
than in the genuine. The ribbon is a good deal shaded behind the 
word TWENTY, so that the letters do not stand out from it, and the 
last Tis just like a Y. 

Postrnarlcs. 
The originals, when postmarked, bear the same cancellation as I 

have described above. The forgeries are not obliterated. 
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PROVISIONAL LOCAL ISSUES. 

These are not quite so numerous as the locals of the Northern 
States, but still there are quite enough of them to dishearten 
the average collector, who possesses little experience, and, perhaps, 
less money; for many of these provisionals are somewhat dubious 
in character, and nearly all of them are very expensive to buy. 
As I said before, I have not · been able to procure many of the 
undoubted originals; for I find that collectors, as a rule, are not 
particularly fond of lending valuable stamps out of their albums, 
and thus I cannot give a description of all the forgeries in my 
possession. To show how numerous the latter are, I subjoin a 
list of the contents of a packet lately received from a dealer in 
the Northern States, who is, I am sorry to say, rather too well 
known as a vendor of falsities. The stamps all look very new 
and fresh, and I think that a good many of them are only lately 
issued ; but I recognize a few which I used to know years ago. 
The forgeries in the said packet are : 

Athens, Ga. ; red, blue, mauve. 
Bucks Richmond Express; 2, 5, 10, 20, 25, 50 cents. 
Baton Rouge, La. ; 5c., on green, blue, and orange papers. 
Charleston, S.C .. ; numeral in garter; 5c. 
Charleston ; fort in centre; 1, 2, 5c. 
Confederate States; flag; 10c., green, blue, black. 
Confed. ·Blockade Postage; 1 dollar, blue, green, brown, red, mauve. 
Columbia, P.O.; 5c., blue on white, red on blue, red on white, red 

on orancre, 
P.O. Columbia, S.C.; 5c., blue on green, reel on blue, red on orange. 
Florida Express ; 1nauve, red, blue, green, brown, also red on green. 
Fredericksburg ; 2c. 
Greenville, Ala. ; 5c., 10c. 
Houston, Texas ; 30c. 
Knoxville, 'renn. ; eagle ; 5c., green on green, red on orange. 
Knoxville, Tenn. ; numeral ; lOc., blue. 
Livingston ; 5c. 
l\1acon, Ga. ; 5, lOc. 
l\1adison ; 3c., green on white; 2c., blue on green. 
Memphis; numeral; 5c. 
l\1obile ; 2c., 5c. 
Nashville; small numeral; 5c., lOc. 
Nashville ; large numeral; 3c. 
New Orleans; head; 20c., blue, mauve. 
New Orleans; numeral; 2c., blue, reel; 5c., brown, red, mauve. 
Petersburg, Va. ; 5c., blue, red. 
Rheatown, Tenn. ; 5c., red. 
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Richmond ; crossed cannons ; black, blue, also reel on green. 
Richmond ; flag ; .)c., red, green. 
Savannah ; 2c., JOe. 
Selma, Ala. ; 5c., reel, blue. 
Sparta, Ala. ; 2c., 5c., JOe. 
Statesville, N.C. ; 3c., brown, blue, also reel on blue. 
Weldon; 5c. 
Wilmington; 1, 2, 3, 5, lOc. 

All these labels are, as I said, very new-looking, have plenty 
of gum at the back, a,Jd most of them are probably new concoc­
tions. Of course it will be understood that some of the stamps 
here named never had any existence, except in the too fertile 
brain of their forger; but many of them are counterfeits, more 
or less good, of undoubteJ ly real stamps, most of them of great 
rarity. Of the Livingston, fo r instance, I never saw but one 
copy; but, as far as I remember at this distance of time, the 
imitation in my forgery-album is an exceedingly good copy uf 
the genuine. I fancy that the list here given will show that it 
is almost an impossibility for any average E nglishman to write 
a description of the endless number of counterfeit Confederate 
locals. However, as many of the genuine ones are only to be 
found treasured up in the collections of our leading amateurs, it 
is extremely improbable that any of my readers will ever have 
specimens of the rarest of them offered ; so I need say no more 
about them, except to suggest that none of these stamps should 
be accepted without a certain guarantee from some irreproach­
able authority. 

Knoxville, Tenn. 5c., vermilion; lOc., blue. 
These are the rectangular stamps, with figme of value in the 

centre, under the word PAID, surrounded by eleven stars. They 
are tolerably rare, unused copies being worth about ten shillings. 
This same design, with the necessary alterations of name, &c., 
is found on the stamps of Athens, Nashville, &c. 

5 Cents, vermilion. 

Genuine. 
Lithographed rather badly, in yellowish-vermilion, on thin, grey 

laid, and thick, yellowish-white wove papers. There is a comma 
after CHARLTON, another after KNOXVILLE, and a colon after TENN. 
The word PAID is level with the H of c .H. CHARLTON. The letters 
xv of KNOXVILLE are joined together at the top. There are eleven 
large, five-pointed stars ronnel the central oval. 

stampsmarter.com 



HOW TO DETECT FORGED STAMPS. 95 

Forged. 

Lithographed rather better than the genuine, on thin, white wove 
paper. There is a full-stop after the word CHARLTON, a full-stop 
after the word KNOXVILLE, and a full-stop after TENN. The word 
PAID is level with the C of C. H. CHARJ~TON. The letters XV of KNOX· 
VILLE are not joined together anywhere. There are eleven S'mall 
five-pointed stars round the central oval. 

10 Cents, blue. 

·Gemtine. 

This stamp is the same as the 5 cents in design, except that the 
value is altered. The tests are exactly the same as those of the 
genuine 5c. 

Forged. 

This stamp is the same as the forged five cents, except that the 
value is altered. The tests are exactly the same as for the forged 
5 cents. 

Postmarks. 

I have not seen obliterated copies of either genuine or forged. 

5 Cents , circular, black. 

This is the stamp with eagle in centre. I believe the envelope 
and adhesive are exactly the same type, but I have not an 
envelope to compare. Both are on white; but the adhesive is 
gummed, and on thinner paper than the envelope. 

Genuine. 

Typographed (engraved in epargne), usually on very thin, white 
quadrille paper. Mr. Pemberton says that it is found on several 
different kinds of paper; but he does not specify them, and I have 
only seen the stamp printed on the paper above described. The 
words KNOXVILLE, TENNESSEE are in very ornamental letters, much 
like those of the word TWENTY in the 20c., Government issue, green. 
The eagle is very nicely drawn, and there is no white blotch in the 
centre of its body. The outline round the whole stamp is composed 
of two concentric circles, the inner one of the two being very thin, 
even thinner than the circle immediately round KNOXVILLE, 
TENNESSEE. The stops after c.s. POSTAGE are very tiny squares. 
The fonr little dots in each of the hour-glass ornaments on each side 
of the stamp are diamond-shaped. The eagle's eye is distinct, and 
the beak is slightly open. 
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Forged. 

Lithographed in blue, on green wove ; also in vermilion, on orange 
wove; also in brick-red, on blue laid. Of course, these imitations 
may be instantly condemned as being on coloured paper ; but no 
doubt they can be printed in black on white, if required. The 
words KNOXVILLE, TENNESSEE, are in plain block letters. The eagle 
has a very distinct white blotch in the very centre of the dark part 
of the body. The inner one of the two circular boundary-lines 
round the stamp is much too thick, even thicker than the circular 
line round KNOXVILLE, TENNESSEE. The stops after C.S. POSTAGE 
are large square dots. The litt.le dots in the hour-glass ornaments on 
each side of the stamp are of all sorts of shapes, except the right 
one. The eagle's eye is not visible; his beak is badly shaped, and 
almost stmight, and closely shut. 

I do not think these forgeries are likely to have much sale ; their 
very look condemns them as things merely made for the juveniles. 

Postrnarlcs. 

My genuine and forged specimens are all unused, so that I am not 
able to say what is the usual cancellation. 

Memphis. 5 Cents, red. 

This is the ugly stamp, with "PAID 5 MEMPHIS, TENN." on a 
sort of plaid ground. The originals are poorly done; and one 
of the forgeries is considerably better looking than the genuine. 

Genuine. 

Lithographed in a sort of vermilion, on stout, yellowish-white 
wove paper. The plaid groundwork will have to be carefully 
examined, as the chief test of the genuine is to be found there. 
Counting the white lines which run from the left-hand top to the 
right-hand bottom, there are ten whole sets of four lines, with a half 
set at each end. Of the lines which run from the right-hand top to 
the left-hand bottom, there are ten whole sets of four, with half a 
set at the bottom. The r of PAID has its up-stroke carried too high, 
so that it shows considerably above the rounded part. This is very 
plainly to be seen, and will form a good test. The D of the same 
word is of the proper shape. The figure 5 has its lower curl pro­
jecting too far, with a very large ball at the end of it. The inside 
of the hollow of the 5 is so filled up with the white lines that, at 
first sight, it might almost be supposed to have a solid white back­
ground. There are thirty-eight scallops round the outside of the 
stamp, and some of them are very much blotched, though they are 
all about the same size and shape. 
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First Forgery. 

Lithographed on rather thin wove paper, the. tint of the stamp 
bein~ almost exactly the same as that of the genume. There are ten 
sets ~f four white lines running from the left-hand top to the right­
hand bottom, but there are three lines, instead of two, at each end 
to fill up. There are ten whole sets of four lines running from the 
right-hand top to the left-hand bottom, with two lines at the top, and 
three at the bottom, to fill up. The P of PAID is an ordinary block 
letter, with the up-stroke level with the top of the rounded portion 
as usual. The D of the same word is almost square. The figure 5 
is almost exactly like the genuine, but the white lines inside it are 
not so conspicuous. There are thirty-eight scallops round the stamp, 
but they are too large, too regular, and too light in colour, and not 
at all blotched. I should call this a dangerous forgery. 

Second Forgery. 

Lithographed in rose-carmine, on thick, soft, very white wove 
paper. There are only nine whole sets of four white lines running 
from the left-hand top to the right-hand bottom, with half a set at 
each end. There are ten whole sets of lines running from the right­
hand top to the left-hand bottom, without any parts of sets at the 
ends. The up-stroke of the P of PAID shows slightly above the 
rounded portion, but only very slightly. The outline of t.he D of the 
same word is perfectly rectangular, without any rounded corners. 
The lower curl of the figure 5 gets far too thin towards the end, and 
the ball at the end of the tail is absurdly small for the size of the 
figure. The inside of the hollow of the figure shows almost as much 
colour as white, because the lines are too far apart. There are thirty­
eight scallops round the stamp, but they are of all shapes and sizes, 
and those on the right are so blotched and out of shape as to be 
hardly counted. This forgery is very poor. The deep rose-colour of 
the impression will condemn it instantly. 

P ostmarks. 

None of my forged specimens are postmarked. I have one copy 
of the genuine which bears part of a large circle, with the lette1·s 
"PI" or" PH" in it; very probably part of the word MEMPHIS. 

NASHVILLE. 
Issue of 1861 (?) 5c., brown, rose. 

I have only been able to obtain the 5c., brown, 
but I believe that both it and the 5c., rose, are 
exactly the same in everything except colour, so 
that a description of one will hold good for both. 
The brown 5c. is worth about 7/6, the rose, which 
is a good deal more uncommon, sells for 15/-. 

H 
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Genuine. 
Engraved in epargne, on bluish-gray wove paper, rather hard and 

thin. There is a large com ma after the word NASHVILLE, a colon 
after TENN., and a comma after NISH. The white line under PAID is 
equidistant from the bottom of that word and the top of the 5. The 
upright stroke of the P in PAID is too short, making the letter look 
almost like a D. Both the lower points of the w in the postmaster's 
name are cut off square. The c of M'· is a small capital, with the 
usual head. The head of the I in NISH is too large on the right-hand 
side, and the tail of that letter is too large on the left-hand side. The 
two upright strokes of the H of NISH are J<u apart. In the word 
TENN., the first two letters are a good deal larger than the last two. 

Forged. 
At present I have only seen the 5c., red, but no doubt it also exists 

in the other colour. Lithographed in carmine-red, ou very thick, 
green wove paper. There is a little upright, oblong stop after NAsH­
VILLE, a similar one after TENN., and a full-stop after NISH. The 
line under PAID is nearer to the bottom of that word than it is to the 
top of the 5 . The P of PAID is properly shaped. The left lower 
point of the w is cut of!" square, but the right one is pointed. The 
c of M'· is a small (or "lower-case") letter. The head of the I in 
NISH is properly formed ; the tail is not perfect on the right-hand 
side. The top of the s in the same word is very much larger than 
the bottom. The upright strokes of the H in this word almost touch 
each other, and the top and bottom strokes extend right across the 
letter, though they are short and separate in the genuine. All the 
letters of the word TENN. are of equal size. 

lOc., deep green. 
Genuine. 

I have not a copy of this, but I believe that it is the same die as 
the 5c., with the necessary alteration in the value. At any rate, if 
my readers possess a stamp answering to the following description, 
they may know that it is a counterfeit. 

Forged. 
Lithographed in bluish-green, on white wove paper, rather thin 

and soft. The whole of the outer frame is rather smudged in the 
printing. There is a full-stop after NASHVILLE, an upright, oblong 
stop after TENN., and a full-stop after NISH. The white line under 
PAID is close to the bottom of that word, and a long way from the 
top of the 10. The 1 of 10 is taller than the 0, and the top of it is 
damaged. The letters of the word TENN. are all of equal size. 

Postmarks. 
I have seen no cancelled copies of either genuine or forged. 
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NEW ORLEANS. 

Issue of 1861. (?) 

I believe that the unused copies of these 
stamps now so common must be reprints, as 
they have all the appearance of being quite 
u sed up, and yet are evidently from the original 
matrix. 

2c., red, blue. 

Genuine. 

99 

Lithographed on thickish, but somewhat transparent, wove paper. 
The lower front corner of the 2 breaks into the white circle sur­
rotmuing it, and the point of the tail is curled up until it touches 
the white line round the back of the numeral. The ornaments 
on each side, between PAID and CENTS, are evidently cotton-pods, 
and the three pointed ends of the calyx, or cup-shaped part, which 
holds the cotton, are very distinct. There is a white full-stop 
between the words NEW ORLEANS, and the letters are large and per­
fect. The R of RIDDELL, at the top of the stamp, is imperfect; and 
there is a distinct full-stop after that name, both at the top and 
bottom of the stamp. There is also a full-stop after each of the 
initials J . L., at the top and bottom of the stamp. The coloured 
line rtmning round the whole stamp is at some little distance from 
it, and does not touch it anywhere. There are many little difierences 
between the genuine and forged in the ornamental spandrels, hut 
they are difficult to describe without a diagram. 

Forged. 

Badly lithographed on very thick, wove paper. The lower front 
corner of the 2 does not touch the white circle round it, and the 
point of the tail does not touch the white line round the back of the 
numeral. It is impossible to say what the ornaments are between 
the ends of the labels containing PAID and CENTS, aud only the 
central point of the calyx can be made out. There is a white hyphen 
between the words NEW ORLEANS, and the o is simply a white blotch. 
The stop after the initial L at the top is misshapen and blotchy; the 
R is tolerably correct in shape ; the last L looks something like an r. 
There is no stop after the J at the bottom, and none after RIDDELL, 
and the R is smaller than the rest of the letters. The coloured line 
running round the whole stamp is very close to it, broken, irregular, 
and touching the stamp in several places. The easiest test for this 
forgery will be found in the hyphen between NEW ORLEANS, and the 
white blotch instead of an o in the latter word. 
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5c., brown on white, brown on blue. 

Genuine. 

Lithographed on thin, white or blue paper. The tail of the 5 enrls 
in a large white ball, as thick across as the broadest part of the 
numeral. Inside the hollow formed by the tail of the 5 there is an 
8, in white, very distinct. I do not know the meaning of this small 
numeral, nor whether any of the copies bear a different one, but all 
my specimens have it. The I of PAID, if prolonged upwards, would 
pass between the letters RL of ORLEANS. The o of the latter word 
is almost circular. One of the points of the ornament in the left­
hand upper corner extends right under the initial L of the postmaster's 
name. The ornament in the left-hand lower corner is a sort of leaf. 
There are nine little dots between the top of the stamp and the 
upper label containing the name J. L. RIDDELL, and eight very 
much larger dots between the lower border and the lower label. 
The upper dots are generally blotched, but the lower ones show the 
white centres very plainly. The s of ORLEANS is at some distance 
from the end of the label containing it. 

Forged. 

Litho>,'l'aphed in brown, on white wove, rose on white wove, mauve 
on yellowish wove, and brown on blue wove paper. The mauve 
stamp is on very thick paper, but all the others are on thin, like the 
genuine. The tail of the 5 ends in a very small white ball , much too 
small for the size of the numeral. There is no 8 inside the hollow 
of the 5, though the brown on blue has an indistinct blotch there, 
which is wanting in the other copies. The I of PAID, if prolonged 
upwards, would cut into the L of ORLEANS, except in the brown on 
blue, which is like the genuine in this respect. The o of this latter 
word is oval, and badly formed. The central point of the )eaf­
ornament in the left-hand upper corner of the stamp does not extend 
beyond the initial J. of the postmaster's name. The ornament iu 
the left-hand lower corner is in three separate pieces, the outer one 
being exactly like a four-pronged dinner-fork, with a stout handle. 
This is an easy test, and is very distinct ; it is not in the least like 
the leaf-ornament of the genuine. There are only eight little dots 
between the top border of the stamp and the upper label containing 
J . L. RIDDELL ; and the similar dots at the bottom of the stamp are of 
the same size as the ones at the top, and generally solid. The s of 
ORLEANS very nearly touches the end of its containing-label. It will 
be seen, from the foregoing remarks, that the forgery of the brown 
on blue differs from the rest in several points ; bnt I have not thought 
it worthy of a separate description. 'l'he brown on white is the best 
forgery, but of course I need hardly say that the red and mauve 
stamps are in altogether imaginary colours. 
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Postmarks. 
The only cancellation which I have seen on the genuine is a pen­

and-ink cross. The forgeries are unobliterated. 
The reprints now sold are dreadfully smudged and "used-up." 

In some of them the letters J. L. of the name at the top have entirely 
disappeared. 

Petersburg, Va. 5c. 

I have not been able to obtain a genuine copy to compare 
with the nice-looking forgeries before me (printed in rose and in 
blue) ; but I would refer my readers to a very ·elaborate article 
on this stamp in the Philatelical Journal for April, 18 7 2, 
pp. 57, et seqq., together with some further remarks, p . 100. 

MEMPHIS, TENN. 

First Issue. 2c., blue. 

This is the stamp, without name of issuing town, inscribed 
PAID, M.C. CALLAWAY, with numeral in the centre, crossed by 
the word CENTS. 

Genuine. 

Lithographed in pale greenish-blue, on pelure paper. The N of 
CENTS is very thin, the letters E, T and s are thick, and the c is very 
thick. The front bottom corner of the 2 is blunt, and the dark line 
round this numeral is unbroken, except just under the T of CENTS, 
where there is a little flaw. The stars in the circle are very large, 
and the rays are fat, and not very acutely pointed. The star to the 
left of the c of CENTS is on a considerably higher level than that 
letter. The D of PAID is very square. The first L of CALLAWAY 
comes nearer to the bottom of the stamp than the second L does. 
The white lines of the plaid groundwork are all perfectly straight 
>tnd parallel. Of those running obliquely down from right to left 
there are fourteen complete sets of four, with three lines at the left­
hand top corner, and two at the right-hand bottom corner. Of those 
running obliquely down from left to right, there are fifteen complete 
sets of four, with three lines at the right-hand top corner, anclnone 
at the left-hand bottom corner. 

Forged. 
Lithographed in dark blue, on rather stout, hard paper. All the 

letters of the word CENTS are about the same thickness, except the 
N, which is thicker than the rest, instead of thinner. The front 
bottom corner of the 2 is very sharply pointed ; there is a very slight 
flaw in its outline, under the T of CENTS, and a very distinct flaw at 
the top, near the ball. The star to the left of the c of CENTS is very 
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much below the level of that letter. Th e D of PAID is properly 
shaped. The second L of CALLA WAY comes as near to the bottom of 
the stamp as the first L does. Some of the white Jines of the plaid 
groundwork are wavy m1d irregular. Of those running obliquely 
down from right to left, there are fifteen complete sets of four, with 
three lines at the right-hand bottom corner. Of those running 
obliquely down from left to right, there are fourteen complete sets of 
four, with three lines at the right-hand top corner, and three also at 
the left-hand bottom corner. 

Postmctrlcs. 

I have not seen a cancelled specimen ofthe originals. The forgeries 
are unused. 

COSTA RICA. 
1863. ~' 2, 4rs., 1 Peso. 

There is not much to chronicle concerning 
these stamps, except that the genuine ones are 
very nicely and artistically engraved, and that 
the forgeries are exceedingly common. '.Vhen I 
was some years younger than I am now, a forged 
2 reales occupied a very honourable place in my 
collection, so I fancy that one forgery, at any 
rate, is a very old one. Moens and Pemberton 

both give the t and 2 reales as existing unperforated. I have 
never seen the 2, and cannot rem em her whether the t had passed 
the post. I mention this because Moens offers the 2 and 4 reales, 
and the 1 peso unperforated, in the original colou1'8, as essays; 
and, in the absence of any information concerning the vaper upon 
which these essays are printed, I would suggest the possibility 
of the ~ and 2 reales unperforated being essays also; or- else 
that the whole set was really issued unperforated at first. I 
must leave this question to be decided by those who know 
more about the history of these stamps than I do. 

Genuine. 

Beautifully engraved in tctille-douce, on thick, yellowish-white 
wove paper; machine-perforated 12; very cleanly cut. Moens gives 
the perforation as being 14, but this is a mistake; at any rate, all 
the copies I possess, or have ever seen, are perforated 12. The 
groundwork, behind the whole design, is composed of exceedingly 
fine, parallel horizontal lines, quite straight. The shafts of the 
right-hand spears are all dark, without any white on them at all. 
Tl1e spear-head, last but one on the left side, has a double point; 
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indeed, it looks as if there were two heads, one a little behind the 
other, and slightly to one side of it. The bottoms of the ornamental 
leaf-border, encircling the shield, project below the bottom of the 
value-label, showing tive ornamental curls below it of various shapes. 
There are four spear-heads to the r ight, and three of them are very 
much longer and thinner than those on the left, and of a d ifferent 
shape. At the bottom of the sln eld there is a trefoil-shaped orna­
ment, the centre peak of which is perfectly di stinct, and as large as 
the other two, though darker. The three-cornered piece of sea, 
between the mountains and the distant ship, is shaded all over with 
fine lJOrizontal lines. The central star is a good way below the 
bottom ends of the little wreath ahove it; the stars at each end of 
the row do not touch the inner outline of the shield ; and all the 
five stars are of exactly the same size and shape. On each side of 
the trefoil ornament, at the base of the shi eld , there is a sort of cup, 
from which the thick side -leaves issue; the right -hand cnp is 
encircled by a row of three pearls; the left-h and one has four. The 
word PORT>e has the top stroke of the •r, and the proj ecting ends of 
the E, very thin. The outer ends of the two labels containing 
CORREOS DE cOSTA RICA are shaded with vertical lines, before the c 
of CORREOS, and after the A of RICA. There is some little space 
between the t"·o inner ends or corn ers of these labels. In the highest 
value there is a littl e four-leaved flower on each side of the words 
UN PESO, having a little white dot at each of the four angles where 
the petals join one another. 

FiTSt Forgery. 
Of this I have all but the 2 reales. Lithographed, rather well 

done, on rather thin, and very soft, white wove paper, generally of a 
very slight yellowish tint; nicely perforated 12~. I may mention 
that this is about the best perforation that I have ever seen on a 
forgery. The shafts of the right-hand spears are all white along 
their centres. There is no double point to any of the spear-heads 
on the left-hand side. There are no ornamental curls projecting 
below the bottom of the value-label, at the base of the stamp. 
There are four spear-heads to th e right, but they are of the same 
shape and size as those on the left. The centre peak of the trefoil, 
at the base of the shield, is very small, and hardly to be seen. The 
three-cornered piece of sea, below the distant ship, is very slightly 
shaded in the broad part, and perfectly white at the small end. The 
central star comes too close to the ends of the little wreath at the 
top ; the outer o.nes on each side touch the in ner border of the 
shield; and one of the lower points of the outer star on the right­
hand side is much too long. There are no pearls round the cups on 
each side of the trefoil at th e base of the shield, their places being 
supplied by short lines of shading. The word PORTE has the top­
stroke of the T, and the proj ecting ends of the E, as thick as the 
perpendicular strokes of those letters. The outer end of the label 

stampsmarter.com 



104 ALBUM WEEDS j OR, 

containing COSTA RICA is shaded like the genuine; there is no shading 
on the outer end of the label containing CORREOS DE ; and the inner 
ends or corners of the said labels almost touch each other. The bottom 
label in the UN PESO value has a double line round it, which is not 
found in the genuine ; and there are only three white dots round the 
right-hand flower, and two round the left-hand flower, at the ends of 
that label. 

Second Forgery. 

Of this I have a full set. Poorly lithographed on thin, hard, very 
white wove paper; badly pin-pricked 12~, or sometimes unperforated. 
The groundwork, behind the whole design, is composed of horizontal 
lines like the genuine, but they are irregular, and wavy, instead of 
being straight. The right-hand spear-heads are the same size and 
shape as the left-hand ones. These left-hand ones are so faintly 
drawn that they are hardly visible; and not one of them has a 
double point. The bottoms of the leaf-border encircling the land­
scape project below the base of the value-label, almost exactly like 
the genuine, though there seem to be only three ornamental curls. 
The pearls on the cup, to the ri ght of the trefoil-shaped ornament, 
are all jumbled together, and cannot be counted ; and there are five 
pearls on the left-hand cup. The three-cornered piece of sea, 
between the mountain and the distant vessel, is shaded nearly all 
over ; but there is a white patch at the lower point. The upper 
point of the central star comes up too close to the ends of the little 
wreath above it, and almost fits into the space between the said ends. 
All the stars vary slightly in shape; and the right-hand one is at 
some little distance from the inner outline of the shield, whilst the 
left-hand star almost touches the border of the shield on the left-hand 
side. The letters TE of PORTE are like the genuine, only not so clcal'ly 
cut. The outer ends of the labels containing the words CORREOS DE 

COSTA RICA are correctly shad eel; but the inner end of the right-hand 
label is rounded, instead of being cut off square ; and the outer end 
of the same label ends in a curious sort of upward hook, not in the 
least like the genuine, where the end runs under the leaf ornament 
to the right of it. The little wreath at the top touches, with both 
ends, the oval containing the figure of value, which is not the case in 
the genuine. The shafts of the right-hand spears are dark, like the 
genuine. In the highest value there is no little flower either before or 
after the words UN PESO. 

Third Forgery. 

This appears to be exactly similar to the last, except that the value 
at the top is written "PORTE 1 PESEDA," and at the bottom "UNA 
PESEDA." Of course it will be understood that there is only the one 
value ; and I think that very possibly this was originally the high 
value of the set last described ; but that the forgers, on tinding out 
the mistake which they had made of "UNA PESEDA" instead of "UN 
PESO," printed it correctly, and thus made up the set as aboYe. 
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Fourth Forgery. 
Of this I have only the i and 2 reales. Rather well lithographed 

on thin, hard white paper ; per91f en scie, or saw-perforated 13. This is a 
, very unusual sort of perforation for forged stamps; and of course I need 
hardly say that no genuine Costa Rica stamp was ever so perforated. 
There are only three spears on the right-hand side, and no double­
pointed one on the left. There are too many curls projecting under 
the base of the htbel at the bottom of the stamp ; they seem to be 
all run together, and twelve projections can be counted. There are 
lines of shading, instead of pearls, round the cups from which the 
ornamental leaves issue, at the bottom of the shield. Most of the 
triangular piece of sea, between the distant vessel and the mountain, 
is white. The central star does not come under the middle of the 
little wreath, as in the genuine, but is too much to the right. The 
right-hand star is badly shaped. The labels containing the words 
CORREOS DE COS'fA RICA are not shaded at the outer ends, they are a 
good distance apart; and the right-hand label ends in a very large, 
upward hook. The easiest test for this forgery is in its having only 

· three spears, instead of four, on the right-hand side ; and the saw­
perforation will also condemn it. 

Postma1·ks. 
The originals bear an oval, containing eight lines, in the 

"gridiron" style ; or an oval of very thick bars ; or a small can­
, cellation of little diamond-shaped dots ; or a thick pen-marked bar; 
, or a heavy, undecipherable blotch. The forgeries have an oval of 

thick bars and blotches alternately; or, which i3 the usual cancella­
tion, a large- thick horseshoe, or" u" with a scalloped outline, and 
containing some unreadable dots and marks. Quite ninety per cent. 
of the counterfeits have this latter curious obliteration. Whether it 
ever did appear on the originals or not I am unable to say, but I 
never saw it. 

The one great failing in all these forgeries is their want of clearness. 
In the genuine every line comes out clearly and sharply cut; but 
the lettering of the counterfeits is ragged, and the design "cottony." 
Neverthless, these impositions are very common; and the collections 
of our youthful friends are generally ornamented with one or more 
specimens. 

CUBA. 

Most of the various issues of this country have been forged, 
and several of them very well forged; especially the issues for 
1867 and 187 3. The watermarks on the first two issues were 
more than the counterfeiters could manage ; but yet, as will be 
seen below, the 2 reales of the first set has been copied by them, 
though, of course, sans watermark. 
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Issue of 1855. ~. 1, 2 Reales. 

Genuine. 

Engraved in epargne (or taille-douce?), on greenish­
blue wove paper ; watermarked with loops at the 
top aml bottom very distinctly. The circle round 
the queen's head contains seventy-three pearls; and 
this will have to be particularly noted as being the 
chief test of the genuine. The netted or f1 sh-scale 
groundwork comes close up to the white circle all 
round the top half of the stamp ; but there is a 

gap l>etween the network and the circle in the bottom half of the 
stamp, from the left-hand side to about level with the sharp peak at 
the base of the Lust. The pearls are all the same size, and the same 
di stance apart. The c of CORREOS has the same sort of end both at 
top and bottom of the letter ; and it is as far from the left-hand end 
of the top label as the s at the end of the word is from the right­
hand end of the label. The head of the figure 2, at the bottom of 
the stamp, is not simply bent over into a plain hook, hut is curl ed 
inwards into a spiral. The said figure is at a good distance from the 
border of the label, and the stop after it is not anything like touch­
ing it. The s of R~ is perfectly upright. The stop after the F is on 
the same level with the stop under the s of R'; and both are higher 
than the stop after the 2. The side-borders of the stamp are com­
posed of little florets almost in the shape of horse-shoes, and of li ttle 
clots, placed altem ately ; and the topmost dot in the left-hand side is 
exactly above the centre of the little floret below it. 

Fo,.ged. 

Except for the lack of watermark this forgery is exceed ingly de­
ceptive. Lithographed on soft bluish-green wove paper, smoother 
than the genuine; no watermark. The circle round the queen's 
head contains seventy-eight peai,ls; and those above the chignon and 
the top of the head are smaller than the rest, and farth er apart. The 
netted groundwork comes tolerably close to the white circle all the 
way roui1d ; and there is no distinct gap between the two in the 
bottom half. The head of the c of CORREOS is larger and more 
distinct than the tail; and it is nearer to the left-hand end of the 
border than the s of the same word is to the right-hand border, 
though the difference is not very great. The head of the figure 2 is 
a plain hook, not curled in upon itself. The fi gure is as close to the 
left-hand eml of the label containing it as it can be without abso­
lutely touching it; the stop after the fi gure ctlmost touches it. The 
s of R~ slants over very distinctly to the right. The stop after the 
1' is on the same level as the stop after the 2, and a good deal lower 
than the stop after the s of R~. The dot above the highest floret or 
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1\orse-shoe, in the left-hand side of the frame, is not exactly above 
the centre of the floret, but far too much to the right of the centre. 
I have not seen any forgeries of the lower values of this issue. 

Postrnarlcs. 

These stamps were used in the Philippine Islands, as well as in 
Cuba, Porto Rico, &c. ; and the postmark on those from the former 
place is an oval, containing lattice-work lines, with a four-poiutecl 
star at each place where the oblique lines of the lattice-work inter­
sect each other. Those used in Cuba seem to have been usually 
caucellecl with a large postmark of small diamond-shaped clots. The 
forgeries bear Jour parallel lines, far apart, and very thin. 

Issue of 1857. ~. 1, 2 Rea1es. 

The forgeries of th is set are particularly good, and very likely 
to deceive, especially as the genuine are lithographed, and bear 
no watermark. There is considerable variety in the paper and 
execution of the originals of this issue; the early ones are on a 
very rough paper, which would hardly take the ink; and the 
later ones are on a thicker paper, but very smooth and shiny, 
and the impression is clear. I have noticed that the early 
ones cannot be distinguished, by their faces, from the stamps of 
the second issue, which bear a watermark of crossed oblique 
lines, or " lozenges," as they are usually called. The later ones 
are very like the forgeries in general appearance. 

Genuine. 

Lithographed on white wove paper, varying as above described; 
no watermark. The design is exactly the same as that of the first 
issue, including the seventy-three pearls round the central circle, the 
gap between the lower part of the circle, and the netted back­
ground, &c. ; so that the description of the first issue wi ll serve for 
this one. In the! real the slanting line dividing the fraction is very 
.much sloped, and points upwards towards the very centre of the 
queen's head, and the clot under the little L is high up. In the 
l real the stop after the 1 is no larger than that after the F ; and the 
F itself is at the same distance from the right-hand end of the label 
containing it as the l is from the left-hand end of the label. The 2 
~ales is exactly the same as the genuine one, already described, of 
te 1855 issue. 

Fm·ged. 

Lithographed on smooth, white wove paper; no watermark. The 
,;ign is exactly the same as that of the forged 2 reales of the 1855 
ue, described above, having the seventy-eight pe>trls, no particular 

stampsmarter.com 



108 ALBUM WEEDS j OR, 

gap between the lower half of the central circle and the netted 
background under it, &c. In the ! real the slanting line dividing 
the fraction is not much sloped, and only points upwards towards 
the chignon at the back of the q ueen's head. The dot under the 
little L in this value is low down, level with the bottom of the R 
immediately preceding it. In the l real the stop after the l is 
very much larger than the one under the L, or the one after the F ; 
and the F itself is closer to the right-hand end of the label than the 
1 is to the left-hand end of it. The 2 reales is exactly the same as 
the forged 2 reales of the 1855 issue, already described ; except, of 
cour~e, that both genuine and forged 2 reales of this issue are pink 
on white, instead of crimson on bluish-green. 

Postrr111rks. 

All my obliterated genuine specimens bear a heavy oval blotch ; 
design totally undecipherable. The forgeries are cancelled with 
several baf', far apart, and rather thick, in the Hamburg fashion. 

N.B.-There is a local stamp for Habana in each of the issues of 
1855- 7, formed by surcharging upon the 2 reales the legend" Y !," 
which stands for" Ynterior, un cuartillo." I do not think the forgers 
of the batch, above described, have turned out an imitation of any 
one of these three locals ; at any rate, I have not seen any ; but I 
understand that much more dangerous forgeries have been manu­
factured, by taking a genuine 2 reales of either of the issues, and 
forging the surcharge upon it. Unfortunately I have not been able 
to procure any specimens of these forgeries at present, and cannot 
give any tests for their detection. 

The stamps found cancelled with a thick black bar are remainders, 
sold to dealers and amateurs by the Government when the issues 
became obsolete. 

Issue of 1862. ! Real, black. 

I do not think this stamp need detain us 
long, as the forgery is very poorly execnted, and 
not at all likely to deceive. The original is 
scarce ; but the type is the same as that of the 
1860 issue of Spain, except, of course, in the 
monetary denomination ; so that the latter, 
which are common enough, can be used for com­

parison with any suspected copy. 

Genuine. 

Engraved in epargne, in black, on thinnish, tinted wove paper; no 
watermark. There are forty-three small regular pearls down the 
right-hand border of the stamp, forty-four down the left-hand side, 
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thirty-six across the top, and thirty-six across the bottom, counting 
the corner ones in, in all four cases. Each of these little pearls has a 
very small curved line, or dot, in its centre. The ends of the scroll 
containing CORREOS do not touch either the border of the stamp or 
the central circle. There is a very distinct line down the shank of 
the anchor in the right-hand lower corner of the stamp, and a 
similar line down the stem of the carluceus in the left-hand lower 
corner. There are at least sixty-five horizontal lines of shading in 
the background, outside the central circle ; but they are very diffi­
cult to count, being so close together. The ornamental border to this 
central circle has within it a dotted line and an unbroken line 
running all round ; but the dotted line is the outside one in the 
upper and lower quarters on the left-hand side, and the unbroken 
line is the outside one in the upper and lower quarters on the right­
hand side. The groundwork behind the queen's head is perfectly 
solid, ancl not b.lotched. 

Forged. 

Badly lithographed in blue, on pink wove paper, rather hard. I 
have not seen the stamp in the proper colour, black, but most 
prolnbly it exists. There are only twenty-nine pearls on the right­
hand side of the stamp, twenty-seven down the left-hand side, and 
thirty-one at the bottom, of different sizes ; and some of them being 
oval instead of round, and having, in many cases, the little line of 
shading straight instead of round. The only specimen of this 
forgery at present in my possession is damaged at the top, so that I 
am not able to say how many pearls there are across the top of it ; 
but it will be seen that all the other sides differ from the genuine in 
the number of pearls; so most probably the proper number will not 
be found at the top any more than on the other sides. The outer 
left-hand end of the scroll containing the word CORREos almost 
touches the border of the stamp, and the inner right-hand end 
touches the outline of the central circle. The shanks of the anchor 
and caduceus are plain, without any line down their centres. The 
lines of shading in the background, outside the central circle, are 
very coarse, far apart, and only fifty-three in number ; they are 
easier to count than the genuine. The ornamental border to this 
central circle has two lines all round it, as in the genuine ; but the 
dotted one is the outside one, and the unbroken line is the inside 
one all the way round. The ground work behind the queen's head 
is very blotchy, and hardly appears to be solid. I think our illustra­
tion is a better imitation of the genuine than this forgery which I 
have been describing ; so it will be seen that the latter need not be 
classed with the dangerous forgeries. 

Postmarlcs. 
I have never seen the genuine postmarked ; but the forgery before 

me bears an oval, containing six lines, a Ia gridi1·on. 
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I ssue of 1864. f, !, 1, 2 Reales. 

These stamps are exactly the same type as 
the accompanying illustration, except tbat they 
bear the value expressed in nales, and are not 
uated. The forgeries are exceedingly well done, 
though there is, fortunately, one little matter 
in which they fail, which, once known, reHders 
them very easy of detection, otherwise they 

would be decidedly dangerous. 

Genuine. 
Engraved in epargne, on moderately thick, usually tinted wove 

paper ; no watermark. The ornaments in the scroll down each side 
of the stamp consists of zig-zag points, with a li ttle pearl on a stalk 
between every two of the zig-zags ; these pearls point, alternately, 
to the outside anu the inside of the stamp. The thing to be remem­
bered is, that none of these pearls touch the outlines of the scroll 
containing them anywhere. The zig-zags are acutely pointed, and 
j11st touch the outlines of the scroll. In each corner of the scroll 
there is a star, with four of the little stalked pearls radiating from 
each star ; and none of these pearls touch the circular outline outside 
them. The upper ray of the star in the left-hand top corner points 
directly upwards. The stop before CORREOS is nearer to the end of 
the label than to the c, and the stop after that word is slightly nearer 
to the s than to the end of the label. The pearls and jewels on the 
coronet are very distinct, and the chain -pattern rouml the head is 
very regular, and quite plain. The fine inner line of the lower scroll, 
below the words and figures of value, runs the whole way from end 
to end of the scroll. 

Forged. 

Lithographed, very much better than usual, on wove paper. In 
the specimens before me the! and 1 real are on thick, soft, coloured 
paper; the ~ real is on rather thick, hard, white paper; and the 
2 reales is on very thin, very hard, tinted paper. All the little stalked 
pearls which point inwards touch the inner boundary-line of the 
scroll containin~ them, and most of those which point outwards 
touch the boundary-line also, though not all of them. Several of 
the zig-zags are rather blunt, though many of them are like the 
genuine. One at least of each of the four pe<trls radiating from each 
of the stars in the angles touches the circular border round it. The 
upper ray of the star in the left-hand top corner is slanting too much 
to the right, instead of pointing directly upwarils. The stop before 
cORREOS is nearer to the c than to the end of the label, and the stop 
after that word is a good deal nearer to the s than to the end of the 
label. The pearls and jewels on the coronet are not very clear; and 
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in most copies the chain-pattern round the head is blotchy. The line 
inner line, below the words and figures of value, is broken and 
irregular in the 2 reales, and in the lower values it is altogether 
absent, except a very small portion just at the left-hand end of the 
label. 

I must call particular attention to the i real of this set ; for it is 
so well done that almost anybody would be deceived by it, and I do 
not hesitate to class it among the dangerous forgeries. 

Postmarks. 
The genuine stamps usually bear an oval, with lattice-work lines, 

and stars where the lines intersect, as in the earlier ones described 
above. The forgeries have the gridiron, like the forged i real of 1862. 

Issue of 1866. 5, 10, 20, 40 Centimos . 

These are exactly the same type as the last, 
except that they are dated, and have the value 
expressed in centimos instead of reales, as in the 
annexed illustration. 

Gemtine. 
Engraved in epargne, on very thin, white wove 

paper ; no watermark. The type, with the exception of the altera­
tion of value, is exactly the same as that of the issue last described; 
and all the tests are the same as for the genuine stamps of 1864. All 
my copies are printed on much thinner paper than that used for the 
last-described set. 

Forged. 
Badly lithographed on thinnish, white wove paper. These for­

geries are exactly like the counterfeits of the last issue, except that 
they bear the value in centimos instead of reales, and are dated, like 
the genuine. All the tests for the last forgeries will hold good for 
these, and, in addition, I may mention that this set of counterfeits 
is not nearly so well printed as the last, so that they are not so likely 
to deceive. However, a carefully-executed copy would have a very 
good appearance ; but those which I have seen of this set have 
always been more or less smudged. 

Postmarks. 
All my used genuine copies bear some very faint and totally unde­

cipherable blotches. The forgeries have a sort of oval, formed by 
four straig)lt lines of different len&th at each side, and three curved 
lines at each end ; and occasionally there are four curved lines at 
each end. 
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Issue of 1867. 5, 10, 20, 40 Centimos. 

These stamps are exactly the same as the last,. except that the 
date is altered to 1867, and that they are perforated. 

Genuine. 

Engraved in epargne, on thin, white wove paper, dated 1867, and 
perforated 14. All the tests are exactly the same as for the last 
two issues. 

Forged. 

Badly lithographed on thinnish white wove paper; dated 1867 ; 
pin-prickeu 12!. The type is exactly the same as that of the last 
two forgeries, so that the tests for them will hold good for this set 
also. The impression is usually blotchy, but otherwise it is a fairly 
good imitation. The perforation is in oval holes, which can be 
readily seen if two unsevered stamps be examined. Of course the 
perforation of the genuine is in round holes. 

Postmarks. 

The cancellation of the genuine stamps is usually illegible, but one 
of my copies bears two concentric circles, with lettering between 
them. The forgeries are obliterated in the same way as the counter­
feits of the set of 1866. 

Issue of 1870. 5, 10, 20, 40 Centimos. 

The forgeries of this set are not equal to some 
of those described above; for, though the design 
is tolerably well copied, the appearance of these 
counterfeits is poor, and they all have a sort of 
washed-out look, very different from the originals. 

Genuine. 

Engraved in epargne, on thin, soft, white wove paper; machine­
perforated 14. The bottom of the chin of the figure is darkly shaded, 
and there are horizontal lines of shading down both sides of the neck, 
leaving a white space down the centre of the neck. Just below the 
bottom of the neck, in the solid groundwork, there are the two letters 
E.J. in very small white capitals, but plainly visible. The crown is 
very distinct, and four coloured dots can be seen along the top of 
each of the turrets on the crown. The right side of the face (i.e. on 
the left side of the stamp) is shaded, from the side of the forehead 
down to the bottom of the chin, with short, but distinct, horizontal 
lines. The outer border of the stamp is very wavy all rotmd ; and eight 
waves can be seen on each side, and seven at the top and the bottom. 
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The outline of the label containing the value and date is perfect all 
round. The down-stroke of the 7 in 1870 is thinnest at the top, ancl 
gets aradually thicker to the bottom; and the 0 of 1870 is not quite 
round, though this would hardly be noticed, unless expressly looked 
for. 

Forged. 

Lithographed on very thin white paper; pin-pricked 12! very 
badly. There is only the merest trace of shading on the bottom of 
the chin, and the neck is only shaded down the left-hancl side above 
1870, all the rest of the neck being white. The letters E. J. (the 
initials of the engraver) are not visible in these forqeries . The crown 
is very indistinct, even in the most heavily-printed copies; and the 
tops of the turrets, when visible at all, seem to have only a litt le 
blotch on them, instead of the four dots of the genuine. There is a 
little shading down the right side of the face, but it is indistinct and 
not regular, and the lines are omitted here and there. The outer 
border of the stamp is very slightly waved, and it is almost impossible 
to say how many waves there are. The label containing the value 
and date is always broken somewhere, and is very faint and unde­
cided. In the date, the down-stroke of the 7 is the same thickness 
all the way, and the 0 is perfectly round. There is a peculiar white, 
flat look about the face in these fo rgeries which condemns them at 
once ; and yet the design has been carefully copied. 

Postmarks. 

The genuine stamps of tllis issue are usually cancelled with two 
concentric circles, rather small, and closely resembling the present 
obliteration in use iu France. One of my own copies bears, in the 
outer circle, "DIN AS DE CUBA," and in the centre, "NOV. 70." The 
forgeries bear either an oval, formecl of parallel bars, or the combi­
nation of straight and curved lines found on the imitations of the 
1866 set. 

I ssue of 1871. 12, 25, 50 c., 1 Peseta. 

The forgeries of this set are tolerably faithful 
copies of the genuine, but they are hardly what 
I should call dangerous. It will be observed 
that there is some alteration in the values of 
this set. The coinage was, first of all, reckoned 
in 1·eales plata fuerte; i.e. sterling, instead of 
the island currency; then, from 1866, it was in 
centimos de escudo; and now there is another change to centimos 
de peseta, which has continued ever since, and which is a pretty 
close approximation to the coinage of France, Belgium, Italy, 
and Switzerland. 
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Genuine. 
Engraved in &pargne on thick, white wove paper; machine-perfor­

ated 14. The rampant lion on the shield has the normal compliment 
of legs, and his tongue is not visible. The hair of the figure, and 
the wreath round her head, are very plainly drawn, as are also the 
hand and fingers holding the branch. The right foot is sharply 
pointed, and the point touches the inner boundary-line of the frame. 
The wand borne in the left hand is formed by two parallel coloured 
lines. The cross-bar of each A of the lettering, in all the values, is 
a good deal lower down than is usually the case in ordinary capital 
letters. I think the easiest test for the genuine stamps is, that the 
stop after the D. of c. D. PESETA, in the three lower values, is placed 
level with the centre of the D, as in our illustration, instead of being 
level with the bottom of the letter, and that in the l peseta there is 
no stop at all, except after the figure l. 

Forged. 

Lithographed on thin, poor paper ; pin-pricked 13. The rampant 
lion on the shield hangs his tongue out, and he has been deprived 
of one of his legs. The hair of the figure, and the wreath round 
her head, are blotched and indistinct, whilst the hand holding the 
branch is a mere smudge, and the fingers cannot be counted. The 
ri"ht foot is blunt, not to say stumpy, and it does not touch the inner 
b~undary-line of the frame. The wand in the left hand is, in most 
copies, merely one thick line instead of two thin ones. The cross­
bar of each A in the lettering of all the values is level with the centre 
of the letter, as in an ordinary capital A. The stop after the D of 
c. D. PESETA, in each of the three lower values, is level with the 
bottom of the letter, instead of being in the middle of the line; and, 
in the 1 peseta value, there is a sort of faint hyphen before the l, a 
very small stop after the l, and a faint hyphen and a stop after the end 
of the word PESETA. 

Postmarks. 
In the genuine these are very various. In my own collection I 

have one stamp with thick parallel bars, another with tbe double 
circle described with the last set, another with the oval containing 
lattice-work and stars described with the first set, another with 
blotches, and another with a very peculiar obliteration of diamond­
shaped clots, arranged in an oval form, in groups of four, each group 
forming a larger diamond. The forgeries seem to be always obliter­
ated with the combination of straight and curved lines, forming an 
oval, found on the counterfeits of the 1866 and l 8i0 sets. 

Issue of 1873. 12}, 25, 50 c., 1 Peseta. 

The forgeries of these stamps are remarkably well done, and 
I am continually finding them in the collections of our youthful 
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friends, who have such sublime faith in any­
thing that the swindlers choose to sell them 
as genuine. In the originals the engraver 
has shaded the king's nose in such a peculiar 
way that Mr. George Cruikshank might very 
well have taken it to adorn one of the 
figures in his "Bottle" picture ; for it cer­
tainly appears as though it had been coloured 
by something stronger than tea. 

Ge'n1tine. 

115 

Engraved in ipargne, on very thin white 'vove paper; machine­
perforated 14. The king's right shoulder (i.e. to the left of the stamp) 
forms a continuation of the shape of the ov<tl of horizontal lines of 
the background. The end of the moustache which projects upon the 
shading of the background bas two very distinct points instead of 
one. The top of the white collar, towards the back of the neck, is 
formed by two lines. The braiding on the collar of the uniform is 
worked into what seems to be the letters "w.c.," after the fashion of 
a monogram. At the bottom of the central oval, about where a 
cravat would con1e, there are the words "E. JULIA," in very small 
white letters, almost requiring a microscope to read them. This, as 
I said before, is the name of the engraver of the stamps. Between 
the central oval all(] the line encircling it there is a white space, 
which is of equal width all round ; and the line itself, encircling the 
oval, is single under the words ULTRAAIAR, ANO 1873, but all the rest 
of it is formed by short horizontal lines placed close together. This 
is very distinct towards the lower part of the oval, where the line 
gets gradually thicker. None of the letters at the top of the stamp 
touch the outline of the oval below them. The final R of ULTRAl!AR 
is not cut oft" at the top by the outline of the frame, but is simply 
dwarfed purposely to make it fit into the small space provided for it. 
The outline of the king's neck, from the ear to the collar, is not 
formed of one single vertical line, but of a number of very fine 
parallel and slightly oblique lines ; this requires a close inspection. 

Forged. 

Lithographed on thinnish white wove paper; unperforated, or 
pin-pricked 13. The kina's right shoulder, on the left-hand side of 
the stamp, projects considerably into the white space between the 
shading and the line round it, so as to cause an intert"Uption in the 
shape of the central oval. The left-hand end of the moustar.he, 
which stands out from the shaded background, appears to have only 
one point, and is indistinct. The top edge of the white collar, to­
wards the back of the neck, is formed by a single line only. The 
central design of the braiding on the collar of the uniform seems to 
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be a sort of figure 3 wben it can be made out at all, but it is usually 
smud~ed. There are a few white marks at the bottom of the central 
oval, out "E. JULIA" does not appear. The white space between the 
central oval and the line round it is very much wider on each side 
than it is at the top and bottom. This is very well marked, aud 
forms an easy test. The line surrounding this central oval is solid 
all the way round. The T and the final AR of the word ULTRAMAR 
touch the outline of the oval below them. The final R of this word 
appears to be a full-sized letter, but with the top cut off by the out­
line of the frame. The outline of the king's neck, from the ear to the 
collar, is formed by a single vertical line. The tilde, or accent, over 
theN of ANO is, in the genuine stamps, shaped like a very obtuse-angled 
triangle, but, in these counterfeits, it is represented by a straight 
horizontal line. 

Postmetrlcs. 
The genuine stamps have either the double circle like the present 

French cancellation, or a large oval formed of eight very thick 
parallel bars. The forgeries are ornamented by the combination of 
curved and straight lines before described, which, by the way, appears 
to be a favourite with the counterfeiters, though l never remember 
seeing it on any genuine stamp. 

I ssue of 1876. 12~, 25, 50 c., 1 Peseta. 
There may possibly be a full set of the 

forgeries of this issue; but I have only seen 
the 25 c., and that in a wrong colour. The 
originals are like the illustration, only dated 
1876. 

Genuine. 

Engmved in epetrgne, on rather thin, hard 
wove paper, machine-perforated 14. The label 
at the bottom of the stamp, containing the 

value, is cut off perfectly square at each end. There is the word 
CORREOS in very small white letters, in a little label on each side of 
the stamp. The hair makes a very slight peak at the back of the 
head, level with about. the centre of the forehead. The engraver's 
signature is visible, in white letters, on the broad, dark part, towards 
the back of the base of the neck. The signature appears to be "JIG," 
but it is so exceedingly small that I have not been able to decipher it 
with certainty. The triangular white outlines of the spandrels con­
taining the fleurs-de-lys are not broken in any part. The lions and 
castles in the four corners of the stamp are quite distinct. 

F01·ged. 
The only one which I have seen at present is the 25 centimos, in 

black, on green ; but if it \Vere in the proper colour, on proper 
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paper, it would certainly be a dangerous forgery, as the design has 
been very faithfully copied. 

Typographed in black, on thick dark green laid paper, unper­
forated. The label containing the value is cut off square on the 
left-hand side, but somewhat obliquely on the right-hand side, 
sloping from left to right. There are some marks or letters in the 
little labels on each side of the fi·ame, but they cannot be deciphered. 
The back of the head is rounded evenly, without any peak of hair 
projecting from it. There is no engraver's signature at the base of 
the neck. The white outline of each of the trian~ular spandrels is 
broken in one or more places. The lions and castles in the corners 
are very indistinct, and much smudged. ''~hen the forgers have 
corrected their little mistakes, I think our youthful friends will have 
to look out. It will be noticed that this forgery is typographed, so 
it may possibly be an impression from some electrotype cliche, used 
for fraudulent purposes, though it is very much more like the 
genuine than the illustration here given. 

Postrnarlcs. 
Some of my used copies bear the oval with lattice-work and stars, 

and some have an obliteration formed by two large concentric circles, 
the outer one very thick, and containing letters and ligures. The 
forgeries are unused. 

ESSAY. 

The accompanying illustration represents a 
stamp very beautifully engraved in taille­
douce, evidently the work of the American 
Bank Note Company. Whether it is an 
essay for the insurgents, or a stamp ordered 
by them, or merely an essay on the credulity 
of collectors, I do net know ; but the en­
graving woulcl seem to prove that it is not a 
mere forgery; and the inscription, " REP. DE CUBA," apparently 
shows that the Government had no hand in it. The ordinary 
essays for this island are well known. 

DANISH WEST INDIES. 

I have never yet seen any forgeries of the 
earlier issues, 1860-73, of the design of the 
accompanying illustration; but if any should 
exist, my readers will please rem em her that all 
the genuine bear a very distinct crown water­
mark, which the counterfeiters cannot imitate. 
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I ssue of 1874. 1, 3 , 4, 7, 14 Cents. 

The forgeries of this set are a very decent 
imitation of the genuine ; but I think they 
need not detain us very long, as the absence 
of the crown waterwark, and of the hyphen 
between the WOrds DANSK·VESTINDISK will in­
stantly condemn them. I have at present seen 
no forgeries of the 10, 12, and 50 cents, and 
of the 1 dollar. 

Gennine. 
Nicely engraved in epargne, on wove pttper, white, and rather 

thick; machine-perforated 13~, which , by the way, is called "13" 
in some of the catalogues. All the values bear the crown watermark, 
similm· to that on the early stamps of the mother country. There is 
a very distinct hyphen between the words DANSK and VESTINDISK. 
The vertical lines of shading in the central oval go quite up to the 
oval, without leav ing any white space between the lines and the 
coloured oval. The cross on the top of the crown touches the 
coloured oval. The wreath round the central design is evidently a 
wreath of barley. The bell end of the post-hom is nicely shaped, 
with a little white place inside the bell. 

Forged. 
Lithographed on thinnish white wove paper; no watermark; pin­

pricked 13. There is no hyphen between the words DANSK and 
VESTINDISK. The vertical lines of shading in the inner oval do not 
go close to the coloured oval outside them, so that there is a small 
white space nearly all the wccy round, inside the said coloured oval. 
The cross on the top of the crown does not touch the oval above it. 
The wreath cannot be said to be barley ; it might be leaves, or 
thistle-buds, or almost anything. The post-horn is not nicely drawn; 
the bell end especially is very clumsy, and ends in a sort of club. 
The double colours of the genuine have been nicely imitated ; and I 
think that these forgeries have had a good sale. In the genuine 
stamps the central numeral and tl1e other white parts are slightly 
embossed , as is usual in f!pct,rgne engravings. As these forgeries are 
lithographs, I need l1ardly say that they show no sign of any such 
embossing. 

Postma•·ks. 
All my used genuine copies are cancelled with five concentric 

circles, very similar to the postmark of the old issues of Denmark 
itself. The obliteration of the forgeries is the combination of four 
straight lines above, four below, and four curved ones each side, 
forming an oval, which has been so often described already in the 
course of this work. 
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These forgeries are not gu~med. The genuine stamps.are backed 
with a white crystal gnm, whiCh has a bad hab1t of stJCkmg when 1t 
is not required to do so. Some little time ago, when I was awajl from 
home for a few weeks, one of my albums had been put mto a shghtly 
damp place, and on my return I found that all my stamps of tlus set, 
mounted, as usual, by the top only with a hinge, ~ere firmly stuck 
down into the book. The present issue of the U ruted States has 
this same disagreeable peculiarity. 

DANUBE STEAM NAVIGATION COMPANY. 

In the catalogues these stamps are usu­
ally placed under the head of Austria, to 
which country the company belongs, but 
I place the stamps here alphabetically for 
convenience of reference. The forgeries 
are not particularly well done, though 
they are very common ; some of them are 
printed. in altogether fancy colours. The 
genuine stamps are only found in mauve, green, and vermilion. 

Issue of April, 1866. 17 Soldi, vermilion. 

Genuine. 
Rather nicely lithographed on pel11re paper ; very badly perforated 

9l I have seldom seen worse perforation on any genuine stamps; 
but probably the extreme thinness of the paper prevented the little 
punches from cutting out clean holes. The wavy lines which com­
pose the groundwork outside the central oval are continued to the 
very edge of the stamp, where they are cut short off, without any 
boundary-line at all. Tl1e outer oval is formed of two lines, the 
inner of the two being much thinner than the other ; and the letters 
of the upper inscription do not touch this thin inner line of the 
outer oval in any place, nor do the letters of the lower inscription 
tnuch the outline of the central oval anywhere either, or the line he­
low them. The circle round the 17 is composed of one thick, clark, 
zig-zag line, between two similar but thin ones. Both the anchors are 
well drawn. Both flukes of each anchor are perfectly distinct, ancl 
RO are the cables twisted round their shanks. There is a single large 
round stop after the 17. 

Forged. 
Lithographed on smooth wove paper, very white, and thicker than 

the genuine; pin-pricked 13. There is a very thin boundary-line 
all round the stamp; but J have remarked that the counterfeiters 
occasionally cut off the perforations, and then, of course, the said 
thin line disappears. All the taller letters of the upper inscription 
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touch the thin inner line of the outside oval, and, in most copies, the 
whole of the letters of the word GESELLSCHAFT touch the line below 
them, and the taller letters touch the line above them. The cil·cle 
round the 17 is very indistinct and blotchy, but the inner zig-zag 
circle appears to be about the same thickness as the middle one, and 
the outer one runs into the solid background in several places. The 
17 is well provided with stops; as there is one before and below the 1, 
and a large one and then a small one after the 7. The inner fluke 
of the left-hand anchor is quite invisible, and the cable twisted round 
it is not nearly so distinct as that round the right-hand anchor. 

Issue of August, 1866. 10 So1di, mauve. 
Genuine. 

Exactly the same as the last, except the change in the central 
numerals; so that the tests for the genuine 17 soldi hold good for this 
10 soldi also. It is printed in a bright, pretty shade of mauve. 

Forged. 
Exactly the same as the forged 17 soldi, except that the numerals 

are altered; so that the tests for the forged 17 soldi will hold good for 
the forged 10 soldi also. This particular value is printed in several 
colours. I have seen it in red-brown, red-violet, dttll vermilion, &c., 
but never in the bright mauve of the genuine. 

Issue of 1868. 10 So1di, green. 
Gen'ltine. 

Lithographed, but much better printed than the other two, though 
the design is the same. The tests are exactly as before. The colour 
is a yellow-green. 

Forged. 
Exactly the same as the last forgery, but printed in a bluish-green. 

Issue of 1871. 10 Soldi, red. 

I have not seen a forgery of this value, but the tests given 
above will suffice for its detection, supposing there should be 
one. 

Postmarks. 
The genuine stamps are not very often obliterated. In my own 

collection I have a 10 soldi, green, postmarked with a large circle, 
struck in blue, and containing the word "GALATA," and some letters 
and numerals. Anothel' of my copies is cancelled with a black bar, 
like that found on some of the Spanish "remainders." Some of the 
forgeries bear a cancellation consisting of four concentric circles; and 
some bear, in a single circle," K.K. ZEITUNGS-EXPEDITION." 

I have only described the first issue fully, as the others are 
from the same matrix. 
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DECCAN. 
1866. 1 Anna , olive-gr een . 

Genuine. 

Very nicely engraved in taille-clouce, on .. -.,-~~~~.-..rv-·.rv-,nrv, 
thin yellowish-white paper, which appears 
to be laid, but the laid lines are very 
indistinct, so that it might easily be 
thought to be wove ; machine-perforated 
12. The groundwork of the stamp, out­
side the central design, is formed by a 
network of diamonds, in forty-eight verti­
cal rows. These rows are of large and of w..~W"U~-"-"""-"~J>.Jv<l 
very small diamonds alternately. The first 
row on the left-hand side is composed of halves of the large diamonds; 
the last row on the right-hand side is of halves of the small ones; 
the row along the top is of halves of the large ones; and the row 
along the bottom is of halves of the small ones, but these latter are 
so very close to the border that they are almost invisible. Between 
the bottom of the stamp and the bottom of the central design there 
is only one horizontal row of the large diamonds, between two rows 
of the small ones ; this is best seen towards the right side of the 
stamp, as the central design comes a little lower down on the left 
than on the right. The central design bulges out at the bottom, a 
little to the right of the middle, in order to allow one of the char­
acters room; and this character, in the curl of its tail, follows the 
shape of the bulge, and fills it up evenly. The three upper points 
of the central design are of equal height ; but the middle one ends 
in a very sharp point, and the ones on each side of it end in rounded 
points. It will be understood that I speak only of the outline of 
the frame containing the characters, and not of the thick dark lines 
which follow that outline. These three upper points do not touch 
the inner outline at the top of the frame ; indeed, there is one of the 
large half-diamonds between each point and the top of the frame. 
The ink, especially of the thick Oriental characters, stands out well 
from the surface of the paper, as is usual in taille-clouce engraving, 
and the design is very distinct all over, and not blotched anywhere. 

Forgecl. 

Lithographed on thick wove paper; pin-perforated 13~, very 
badly. There are only thirty-five vertical rows of diamonds, and 
the small diamonds are not very much smaller than the large ones. 
The first vertical row on the left-hand side of the stamp is composed 
of parts of the small diamonds, but the line of the frame to the left 
of t.hem is generally so blotched that the whole row cannot be seen. 
The last row on the right-hand side, as in the genuine, is formed by 
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halves of the small diamonds. The row along the top is of parts of 
the large diamonds, but they are cut into smaller portions than the 
genuine. The row along the bottom is of large diamonds on the left 
side of it, and small ones on the right side. At the bottom of the 
stamp, between the outline of the uesign and the outline of the 
frame, there are parts of three horizontal lines of the diamonds 
plainly visible, two of the rows being of large diamonds. The bulge 
at the bottom of the central design does not touch the bottom of the 
frame as the genuine does ; and the Oriental character, whose tail 
ought to fill up this bulge neatly, only goes a very little way into it, 
leaving the left side of the bulge quite blank. The left upper point 
of the central design is rather lower than the other two, both of 
which touch the frame at the top of the stamp; the left and middle 
points are both rather sharp, hut the right-hand one is rounded. 
The ink does not stand up from the face of the stamp, and the design 
has an indistinct and woolly look, and is always more or less blotched 
somewhere round the outline. I hope I have been distinct enough 
in my description; but the stamp is very well copied, and it is ex­
tremely difficult to give the points of difrerence clearly without 
being unduly verbose. 

Postrnarlcs. 
I have never seen a postmarked copy of the genuine. The forgeries 

are cancelled with three concentric circles, containing something un­
decipherable in the centre. 

Issue of 1869 (?). t, 2 Annas. 

Of the stamps of this issue, commonly called 
"skeletons," I have not, as yet, seen any for­
geries. The genuine ones are on native paper, 
very similar to that of the issue just described, 
with very faint indications of horizontal laid 
lines. They are taille-douce engravings, though 
so very sketchy in appearance ; and the ink 
stands out boldly from the paper. These re­

marks may be of assistance in detecting any future forgery. 

Issue of 1870. 1 Anna, brown. 

The full set of these stamps consists of t, l, 
2, 3, 4, 8, and 12 annas, but I have only met 
with the forgery of the 1 anna; and as the 
design seems to have been separately engraved 
for each value, it will be understood that the 
following description applies only to the l anna, 
which, by the way, is found in various shades L.N====~ 
of dm·/c brown. 
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Genuine. 
Nicely engraved in taille-dou.ce, on yellowish-white wove paper, 

rather thicker than the last two issues; machine-perforated 13. 
Immediately outside the central circle, which contains Oriental 
characters on a horizontally shaded ground, there is a broad, dark 
ring, or rather what would have been a broad ring, only its 
outer circumference is, as it were, Litten all the way round into a 
series of semicircular holes. This is rather difficult to describe 
verbally, but the outer edge of the ring is just like the edge of an 
ordinary perforated stamp in appearance, the dark body of the ring 
answering to the paper, and the semicircular white dots answering 
to the perforations in it. The dark parts, between the white clots, 
are cut off square, and they do not reach out far enough to touch the 
very thin ring of colour encircling this scalloped ring. The letters 
of the words POST STAMP in the upper label are equidistant from 
both top and bottom of the label ; i.e. the tops of the letters are no 
nearer to the outline above them than the bottoms of the letters are 
to the outline below them. Just below the ST of STAMP there is a 
character which looks like the letters UTT in block capitals, but 
with the tops of all three letters joined together, the cross-bar extend­
ing also right across the U. Outside the whole stamp there is a very 
fine line, v<ry close to the outline of the stamp itself; but it is so 
fine t!Jat it will require a good pair of eyes to see it, and in blotched 
copies it runs into the outline of the stamp part of the way ronnel. 

Forged. 

Lithographed on white wove paper, rather thinner and softer than 
the genuine; pin-pricked 13, in small holes, far apart. The ring round 
the central circle is exactly like a circular saw, with pointed teeth 
which extend so as to touch the next circle outside them. This is, per­
haps, the easiest test for this forgery. The letters of the words POST 
STAMP are too high up in the label, and show a greater space between 
their bases and the line below them than between their tops and th e 
line above them. · In the character under the ST of POST, which I 
have compared to the letters UTT, the top of the U is not crossed. 
There is no indication of any fine line outside the stamp. The colour 
of the forgery is a warm bistre, totally unlike the various shades of 
dark brown found in the originals. The general appearance of this 
counterfeit is poor, and washy, and yet, when examined closely, the 
main points of the original design are seen to be copied with wonderful 
exactness, and I must confess that it has cost me a great deal of time 
and trouble to discover and point out the differences here offered to 
my readers. 

Postmarks. 
I have no postmarked copies of the genuine. This forgery is 

cancelled with a number of diamond-shaped black dots. 
I do not think this forgery is very common ; I have not seen more 

than two or three copies. 
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DENMARK. 

Until lately I thought that none of the Danish stamps had 
been forged except the 2 R.B.S. of 1851, and the essays; but I 
have recently come across a couple of poorly-executed counter­
feits of the 1858 set, which seem, judging by their appearance, 
to have been in existence some time. I almost wonder that any 
but the first issue should have been imitated, as all the others 
are extremely common; but no doubt the forgers know their 
own business best. 

Issue of 1851. 2 R.B.S., blue. 

Genuine. 

Lithographed on decidedly yellowish-white wove 
paper, rather thin ; watermarked with a crown. 
This watermark is particularly distinct, and can 
very often be traced even on the face of the stamp 
as it lies on the table. There is a" burete" pattern, 
in pale brown, over the face of the whole stamp ; 
but in some copies this is so faint as to be hardly 
visible. This same pattern will be found on the 

next issue, 4 R.B.S., brown, which is common enouf(h in all 
collections; and this will be a guide to those who do not po"'ess a 
genuine specimen of the 2 R.B.S. The front of the tai l of the 2 is 
very sharp, and points obliquely towards the top of the I of RIGS­
BANK. The back end of the tail of the 2 curls upwards, and almost 
inwards towards the rounded shoulder of the figure. The letters of 
the central inscription are <tll slightly sunken into the paper, as is 
also the numeral above them. There are very well marked cross­
strokes to the top and bottom of the R of RIGSBANK. The I is a 
little taller than the u. The top of the G comes well forward, and is 
level with the bottom of it. The s is nearer to the G than to the B. 
The A is very much squeezed up, i.e. the sides do not spread out 
much. The upper oblique tail of the K is quite tts large as the lower 
one. The s of SKILLING is almost exactly under the R of RIGSBANK, 
and is of the same width. The two tail-strokes of the K meet at 
the centre of the letter. The bottoms of the letters KIL all touch 
each other. The cross-strokes of the I are large. The letters LL are 
very close together; the next I almost touches the last L, and its 
cross-strokes are distinct. The G is smaller than the N, and is at 
some distance from it. There is a stop after SK ILLI NG, which just 
touches the border of the circle round it. There is a hyphen after 
the word RIGSBANK. The coloured line immediately round the 
centre of the stamp is very thin just under the crown, but broader all 
the rest of the way, and broadest on the right-hand side. The lower 
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part of the crown, i.e. the part from which the arches spring, is 
divided into three compartments; the middle compartment has one 
largish square dot in the centre of it; each of the others contains 
three small dots. There are only two dots on the central arch; the 
dots on the other arches ca.nnot be counted, as they generally run 
together more or less in the printing. The cross on the top of the 
crown is not at all distinct ; the upright stroke of the said cross is 
very thick, and slants over a little to the left ; the cros5-stroke is very 
much thinner. There is a larf;e white hyphen, with squarely-cut 
ends after the word POST. The little piece of dark hackgronncl, 
behind the cross on the top of the crown, is of a more or less circular 
shape ; but not at all prominent, and would hardly be noticed unl ess 
expressly looked for. There are four places between the arcllCs of 
the crown, where the dark background of the circular label shows 
through. These dark places are inegnlar in form ; the two outside 
ones are very small , and the two inner ones are large. All four are 
of a sort of three-cornered shape. Outside the circle containing the 
words FRUIJERKE, &c., there is a white line running just outside the 
rim on the circle; but only extending from about level with the 1 of 
FRIMJERKE, ronnel the top of t he circle, to about level with the o of 
POST. The fl oral work outoide this circle is all in one unbroken 
piece; and every one of the cresceut-shaped portions of the scroll­
work touches the outer border of the stam p. These last two tests 
ought to be particularly noticed. The scroll-work forms a sort of 
rough trefoil in each of the corners. The central coil of the post­
horn is very large, quite dwarfing the mouthpiece and the bell. 
Indeed, this coil is so large that it reaches almost to the rim of the 
bell. There is a row or ring of small clots all round this coil, about 
25 in number, but so small as to be" unco untable " without a lni cro­
scope. The ·hyphen after the word POST is level with the bottom of 
the T. There is a lar~e white stop after KGL, very close to the L. 
The watermark is like that on all the small square Danish stmllps; 
it is evidently made in the usual way, i.e. during the manufacture of 
the paper itself. 

First Forgery. 

Lithographed on laid paper, thin and soft, sometimes very white, 
but more generally of a dirty yellowish- brown tinge. I believe 
these latter are soaked in cofl'ee to give them the appearance of being 
very old. There IS no watermark, neither I S there any burele' pattern 
over the face of the stamp. The front of the tail of the 2 is bltmt, 
and points towards the G of RIGSBANK. The back end of the tail 
curls upwards, but not inwards. None of the lettering is sunken. 
The cross-strokes at the top and bottom of the R of RIGS BANK are 
not at all prominent. The I is the same height as the R. The top 
part of the G does not come forward enough, and so it is not level 
with the bottom part. The s is almost equidistant between the o 
and the B. The A is not squeezed up, and the sides spread out well. 
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The lower tail of the K is considerably larger and longer than the 
upper one. The s of SKILLING is not centrally under the R of 
RIGSBANK, but is too much to the right, and it is very much larger 
than the R. The two tail-strokes of the K of SKILLING meet a good 
deal above the centre of the letter. The bottoms of tbe letters KI 
touch each other, but the L does not touch them. The letters LL are 
far apart. The next I is not near the last L, and its cross-strokes are 
very small, and indistinct. The G is rather taller than the N, and 
tolerably close to it. There is no stop after SKILL! NG, but there is a 
small hyphen after RIGSBANK. The coloured line immediately round 
the centre of the stamp is of one uniform thickness all the way 
round. The lower part of the crown, from which the arches spring, 
is not divided into compartments at all, but contains a straight row 
of eight clots, all of the same size and shape. There are four clots 
on the central arch, very small, but quite distinct. The cross on the 
top of the crown is small, but very distinct; and its cross-uar is 
thicker than the upright stroke. There is no hyphen after POST. 
The little piece of clark background, behind the cross on the top of 
the crown, is of an oblong shape, and very clark, standing out 
prominently from the lighter portion of the stamp. The four places 
in the arches of the crown, where the clark uackgrouncl shows 
through, are all large ovals of equal size. Outsicle the circle which 
contains FRIMAlRKE, &c., there is no white rim, except just for a very 
little way at the very top. The floral work outside the circle is 
broken up into separate crescent-shaped ornaments, and very few of 
them touch the outer line of the boundary. There is no trefoil in 
any of the corners. The central coil of the post-horn is quite small, 
and it does not encroach at all upon the bell or the mouthpiece. It 
is shaded with a few short transverse strokes, very different from the 
clear, coloured clots of the originals, which are perfectly round. 
There is a very small white stop after KGL, and it is equidistant 
from the L and from the P of POST. 

Second Forgery. 

This is very much better than the last, and I should call it an ex­
ceedingly dangerous forgery ; in fact I was taken in by it myself 
quite lately; lithographed on wove paper, rather thinner than the 
genuine ; watermarked with a crown. How the forgers have managed 
to imitate this watermark I cannot say; but it seems to me that the 
crown has been embossed on the stamp with heavy pressure, and 
then smoothed flat again, leaving its traces on the stamp. The water­
mark is visible both looking at the light through the stamp, and even 
when the stamp is lying on the table. It is rather clifl'erent from 
the genuine watermark, somewhat larger, ancl neater ; but is other­
wise a very good imitation. The paper is only very slightly 
yellowish, and there is no burele pattern over the face of the stamp. 
I have seen one or two copies of this forgery steeped in some dirty 
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concoction, like those of the last described counterfeit ; but they are 
generally on white paper. The front of the tail of the 2 is rounded, 
and points between the G and s of RIGSBANK. The hack end of the 
tail curls upwards, but not inwards. None of the lettering is 
sunken. The R of RIGSBANK has hardly any bottom stroke. The I 
is taller than the R, as in the genuine. The G is badly shaped, the 
shoulder is cut slantingly, and the top comes too much forward. The 
sis exactly equidistant from the G and B. The A is not squeezed up. 
The lower tail of the K is larger than the upper one. In the word 
SKILLING the sis under the R of RIGSBANK, as in the genuine. The 
two tail strokes of the K meet too high up. The bottoms of the 
letters KIL do not touch each other. The I has no cross-strokes. The 
letters LL are not close together, and they lean away from each other 
at the tops. The next I is placed at an equal distance from the L 
and the N, and the cross-strokes do not show on the right-hand side. 
The G is the same size as the N, but is placed on a lower level. The 
stop after SKILLING is not near the outline of the circle at all. The 
hyphen after RlGSBANK touches the outline of the circle; but it does 
not touch in the genuine stamps. The coloured line immediately 
outside the central circle is the same breadth all the way round. 
The lower part of the qown from which the arches spring is not 
divided into compartme11ts at all, and bears a row of nine oblong 
dots. There are two dots on the central arch, as in the genuine ; but 
they are very much too small. The cross on the top of the crown is 
very distinct, though the ball on which it rests is almost invisible. 
Both strokes of the cross are about the same thickness, and it is 
perfectly upright. There is a hyphen after the word POST ; but only 
one of its ends is cut square, the other is more or less rounded. The 
little piece of dark background behind the cross is quite circular in 
shape ; and stands out too prominently from the background, though 
not so much so as the last counterfeit. The dark places in the arches 
of the crown are very like those of the genuine, except that the 
outer ones are rather too large, and the inner ones are not triangular 
in shape. There is no white line running round the outer rim of 
the dark circle. Many of the crescent-shaped ornaments of the 
scroll-work touch each other, as in the genuine ; but all those along 
the top of the stamp are distinctly separate, and one or two on the 
left-hand side do not touch the border of the stamp ; the others 
touch the border too much, i.e. the border seems to cut part of them 
away. The corners have a sort of trefoil-pattern, but they are not 
all alike. The central coil of the post-horn is too small, and does 
not encroach at all upon either the bell or the mouthpiece. There 
are about four dots on the coil, just at the top of it; and very 
different from the complete circle of dots in the genuine. The 
hyphen after the word POST is too high up, and almost level with the 
middle of the T. There is a white stop after the letters KGL, but it 
is almost as near to the P of POST as it is to the L ; at any rate, it 
does not nearly touch the L. And now I think that any amateur 
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who allows himself to be taken in, after this extremely minute 
description of both genuine and forged, richly deserves to lose his 
money. 

Postmarlcs. 
Both genuine and forged bear a cancellation consisting of concen­

tric circles. The genuine stamps sometimes have four circles, with 
a dot in the centre, but sometimes only three, with a numeral in the 
centre. The forgeries imitate this latter variety of obliteration. 

Issue of 1853-7. 8 sk., green, dotted ground. 

Gemtine. 
Engraved in epargne, on rather thin yellowish­

white wove paper; very distinctly watermarked 
with a crown ; the cross on the top of the crown 
is very plain, though small. The handles of the 
crossed sword and sceptre do not touch the wreath, 
though the hapdle of the sword comes very close to 
it. The wreath touches the lettered outer frame at <=====:.:.J the top, and almost touches it at the bottom, but is 

not near it at the sides. All the letters of all the inscriptions are 
very far apart. The top and bottom tongues of the G in the left-hand 
inscription do not touch each other; the L is well formed, and there 
is a small stop after it. In the right-hand inspription there is a stop 
after the R, and another after the M ; and the R is nearer to the F 
than to the M. In the bottom inscription there is such a distance 
between the 8 s. and the winged rods on each side of them, that 
there would be plenty of room to put another full-sized letter to 
right and left of the inscription. The dotted groundwork, between 
the wreath and the frame, is of no particular pattern ; i .e. the clots 
are disposed irregularly. The bell-mouths of the little post-horns 
in the four corners are quite distinct. 

Forged. 
This is one of the two forgeries which I said I had not seen until 

recently. It is very poorly done, and ought not to deceive anybody. 
Lithographed, very badly, on white wove paper, thinner and harder 

than the genuine ; no watermark. There is a white blotch projecting 
from the top of the crown, but it does not, in the smallest degree, 
resemble a cross. The handles of the crossed sword and sceptre both 
touch the wreath, and the sceptre is very crooked towards the middle. 
The wreath hardly seems to touch the frame at the top or bottom, 
but touches it very distinctly at each side. The letters of all the 
inscriptions are much too close to each other, especially in the word 
POST, where they almost touch. In the left-hand inscription the top 
and bottom tongues of the G touch each other, the upright stroke of 
the L is hollowed out on its left-hand side, and there is a very distinct 

stampsmarter.com 



HOW TO DETECT FORGED STAMPS. 129 

stop after it, much plainer than in the genuine, where the stop would 
hardly be noticed. In the righ t-hand inscription there is no stop 
after the a, an almost invisible stop a long way after theM, and the 
R and M touch each other at the bottom. In the bottom inscription 
.here is no room for the introduction of any more letters, and the 8 
looks like a badly-formed 3. The dots of the groundwork, between 
the wreath and the frame, are arranged in a wavy form, being, appar­
ently, a sort of compromise between the genuine stamp of this issue 
and the 8 sk. of 1853, which had the groundwork composed of wavy 
lines instead of dots. The curl of the tube in each of the little post­
horns is so much exaggerated that the bell-mouth can hardly be seen 
at all, being hidden by the curl. 

Postmarks. 
The cancellation of both genuine and forged is the same as described 

for the first issue. 

Same Issue. 16 sk. , lilac, dotted ground. 
Genuine. 

Engraved in epargne, on yellowish-white wove paper, like that of 
the 8 sk. ; watermarked with a crown. This stamp is exactly the 
same type as the last, only lettered 16 s. instead of 8 s. All the 
tests are just the same as for the genuine 8 sk. This value was never 
issued with the wavy ground, and this fact will serve to detect, in­
stantly, the forgery now to be described. 

Fm·ged. 
Lithographed, more carefully than the 8 sk., on thin white wove 

paper ; no watermark. The handle of the sceptre is a very long way 
from the wreath, as though the bottom knob bad been broken off 
altogether ; the handle of the sword touches the wreath. The 
wreath itself appears to touch the frame on all four sides. The top 
and bottom tongues of the G in the left-hand inscription touch each 
other. The top inscription resemiJles that of the genuine. There i• 
no stop alter either the FR or the >r, in the left-hand inscription, and 
the tail of the R is curiously splayed out. The winged rod almost 
touches the M, thongh it is at a considerable distance from it in the 
genuine. And, lastl y, the groundwork, between the wreath am! the 
frame, is composed of wavy lines, though, as I said, the genuine is 
never found with anyth ing but the dotted ground. Thus this forgery 
is much more easy to detect than the one last described, though it is 
very much better executed. I do not think this counterfeit is very 
common; I have never seen but one copy, which was kindly lent to 
me, for the benefit of my readers, by l\ir. J. Albert, of Paris. 

Postmarks. 
Same as last for both genuine and forged. 

K 
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DOMINICA. 
Issue of 1874. l d., 6d., l s. 

I do not think the forgeries of this set are 
likely to prove dangerous : for the execution 
of the genuine is very fine, though there is 
nothing very original about them. If our 
English engravers would take the trouble to 
invent really new and original designs, I 
think we might challenge even the American 
Bank Note Company to produce finer stamps 
than we can turn out; but, as it is, we are 

never favoured with anything more striking and uncommon 
than the same tiresome and aggravating old portrait, which is 
about as much like Her Majesty as I am. 

Genuine. 

Engraved in lfpargne, on thin, white wove paper, slightly surfaced ; 
machine-perforated l2i ; watermarked with a crown and cc. All 
the values are from the same die. The circle containing the name 
does not touch the value-label. The T of POSTAGE is very much 
dwarfed. The lower part of the tiara is divided into three compart­
ments, with an oblong jewel in the first, over the forehead, a diamond­
shaped one in the centre, and another oblong one in the third, oYer 
the ear. The lobe of the ear is very round and fat. The last pearl 
of the tiara, over the ear, Jeans towards the left. The portrait is 
shaded all over with very fine lines. The hair covers part of the 
eyebrow at the outer corner. 

The colours of the genuine are : ld., bright mauve ; 6d., emerald­
green; ls., rich rose, with a very slight tint of blue. 

Forged. 

Lithographed on soft, white wove paper, rather thick, and un­
surfaced; pin-pricked 13, very badly; no watermark. All the 
values are from the same stone. The circle containing the name 
runs into the value-label below the T of POSTAGE, and the said Tis 
the same size as the other letters of that word. There is no jewel 
over the forehead ; the centre jewel is blotched ; and the one over 
the ear is very indistinct. The lobe of the ear is quite thin, anJ 
does not hang down. The last pearl of the tiara over the ear is 
upright. The forehead is unshaded, and there is a white patch at 
the back of the neck. The hair does not touch the eyebrow. 

The colours of these counterfeits are: ld., lilac; 6d., dark, 
yellow-green ; l s., chalky rose. 
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Postmarks. 

I have not yet seen any postmarked specimens of the genuine. 
The forgeries are cancelled with the oval, so often mentioned, with 
four lines at the top, four at the bottom, and curved lines at the 
sides; only, in this c:JSe, there are five curved lines each side, instead 
of the usual four. 

DUTCH INDIES. 

I think all the forgeries of these stamps are above the 
average, as the design has been very carefully copied in all 
the issues. 

Issue of 1864. 10 Cents., brownish-carmine. 

This stamp was first issued unperforated; but 
in 1864 it was machine-perforated 12. The 
type of both perforated and unperforatcd is 
exactly the same. 

Genuine. 

Finely engraved in taille-douce, on soft, thin, 
yellowish-white wove paper, the face of which almost invariably 
shows a tinge of the same colour as the stamp, no doubt owing to the 
imperfect wiping of the plate during the process of printing. The 
same thing may be very well seen on some specimens of the current 
blue 5c. of the United States, and on the 50 reis, blue, of the first 
head issue of Brazil. The stamp is either unperforated, or 
machine-perforated 12, as above-mentioned ; and the gum with 
which it is backed is of a dark, yellowish-brown colour, almost as 
dark as that on the first 3 cents of S. Thomas. The backgrouncl 
behind the head is composed partly of crossed, vertical and horizon­
tal lines, and partly of horizontal lines only ; the portion of the 
background in the top, left-hand corner, has only horizontal lines. 
The king's nose stands out well, with a blunt, and rounded point. 
The front of the moustache is clipped rather short, so that the 
contour of both lips can be seen ; the upper lip is decidedly 
pointed in front. On the shoulder, above the L of ZEGEL, will be 
seen a dim, white blotch, and one or two indistinct white lines, 
forming the button and part of the shoulder-strap of the epanlette ; 
but the whole would not be noticed unless expressly looked fo r. 
The ground of the two side-labels containing NEDERL INDIE is very 
decidedly shaded with crossed, vertical and horizontal lines, which 
can be easily seen. The side-stroke of the 1 of 10 does not touch 
the tail of the left-hand dolphin; and the bottom of the said 1, ancl 
that of the T of CENT are both slightly pointed, instead of being cut 
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off square. There are four lines of shading on the label to the right 
of the T of CENT, and all four are of different lengths. This is very 
well marked. 

Forged. 
Rather nicely lithographed, on white wove paper, very thin, not 

at all tinted , backed with white gum ; unperforated. The whole of 
the background behind the head is shaded uniformly with crossed, 
vertical and horizontal lines. The king's nose is much too white, 
and the point is quite sharp compared with the genuine. The front 
of the moustache hides the upper lip altogether, and the outline of 
the mouth is one straight line. On the shoulder, above the L of 
ZEGEL, there is a very prominent and distinct mark like a V on its 
side, with a large white dot or blotch inside it. The ground of the 
two side-labels, containing the words NEDERL INDIE, appears to be 
perfectly solid and uniform at first sight, though ,it is really formed 
by crossed lines, which are set so close that they have run 
together in almost every part. The side-stroke of the l of lO 
touches the tail of the left-hand dolphin ; and the bottoms of the 
1, and of the T of cent, are cut off almost square; indeed, that of the 
Tis quite square. The four lines of shading to the right of the T of 
CENT are of equal height. The colour of this forgery is something 
like that of the genuine, but with more red and less brown in it. 
Mr. Pemberton calls the genuine stamp "1·ose," but I never saw one 
that could be said even to approach that colour. One of my own 
specimens slightly resembles the tint of our own ordinary ld., just 
obsolete ; and I suppose even that would hardly be called rose. 

Some time ago I saw another forgery of this stamp ; but it was a 
frigh tful caricature; lithographed on bright yellow paper, and not 
in the least likely to clecei ve, so I did not trouble to take notes of it. 
If any reader should possess a specimen he can easily decide its 
worthlessness by the tests of the gen nine given above. 

Postmarks. 
The genuine stamps usually bear a large, thin circle, with letter­

ing and numerals inside it. The forgeries have an imitation of the 
old Dutch obliteration-an oblong, containing the word FRANCO 
in large letters. 

Issue of 1869. 5, 10, 20, 50 Cents. 

""-..~.nn.nrc~"' I have only seen the forgeries of the above 
four values; but it is quite possible that the 
stamps issued five years afterwards; i.e. the 1, 
2, 2~, 15, 25, and 2g. 50c., may also have 
been forged. The counterfeits are remarkably 
well done, and are found everywhere. 
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Genuine. 

Engraved in tfpargne, on thickish white wove paper; no water­
mark; machine-perforated 14. All the stamps are from the same 
die. There are eighty-seven pearls in the circle round the head of 
the king. The lower lobe of the ear is very small, and part of it is 
shaded. The wings on the serpents round the rods in the tops of 
the side-labels are very di stinct, each having four feathers. The 
bottoms of the anchors are both alike, and both pointed ; and their 
flukes also are all alike, and very distinctly barbed, like arrow­
heads. The tails of the serpents round the rods do not touch the 
outline of the central circle. 

Forged. 

Lithographed, rather carefully done, on very white, and rather 
thick wove paper; pin-pricked 13~. There are only eighty-six pearls 
in the circle round the head of the king. The lower lobe of the ear 
is much larger than in the genuine, more prominent, and altogether 
without shading. The wings on the rods are not very distinctly 
drawn; they only show three feathers each; and the serpents have 
no eyes, though these can be very well seen in the genuine. The 
tail of one of the serpents round the right-hand rod almost touches 
the outline of the circle round the king's head ; and in many copies 
it does touch it. The bottom of the left-hand anchor is generally 
more acutely pointed than that of the right-hand one ; and the 
barbs are not all alike, one or more being invariably a mere bloteh. 
The colours, except in the 5c., are a very close approximation to 
those of the genuine. The 5c. is too bright. It will be seen, from 
the above description, that the chief difference between the genuine 
and the counterfeits is the number of pearls in the central circle. 
If the designer of these latter had taken the trouble to put one 
more pearl in the circle I should have called these dangerous 
forgeries. The pearls are easy to count, even in the forgeries; but 
they are not so clear or so round. 

Postmarks. 

The gennine stamps are found with at least three different varieties 
of cancellation. Among my own specimens I have some obliterated 
with the large, thin circle, described with the first issue ; some with 
a diamond of diamond-shaped dots, with a numeral in the centre ; 
and some have a very peculiar postmark, consisting of three-fourths 
of a circle, with a chord at the bottom, name and date inside the 
circle, and FRANCO in large letters below the chord. The forgeries 
imitate this latter obliteration, for a wonder. 
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ECUADOR. 

T"ne counterfeits of the Ecuador stamps will not be found 
particularly dangerous, except the imitations of the 1873 set, 
which are above the average. There are two timbres de fantaisie, 
which I had better take first; it will be understood that these 
two stamps never existed. 

Bogus stamps: dos (2) reales, green; doce (12) reales, scarlet. 
Both of these stamps are very nicely done, and, if they had 

been imitations of any of the values really issued, they would 
have been decidedly dangerous. They are of the type of the 
1865 set, of which only the values medio real (!) and unreal (l) 
were issued. There is no need to go any further into the details 
of these two essays on credulity, as their facial values will at 
once condemn them. 

Postmarks. 
The dos reales is not cancelled ; the doce reales bears three con­

centric circles, with numerals in the centre. 

Issue of 1865. Medio Real, blue. 

Genuine. 

Lithographed in slate-blue, and also in ultra­
marine, on thin, greyish-white wove paper. The 
sun's face has several dots on it, but they cannot be 
said to resemble eyes, nose, and mouth, as in all 
legible copies there is merely a straight row of dots, 
touching each other, where the eyes would be, ancl 
two dots, very much to the left, where the nose ought 
to come. There are seventeen rays round the sun, 

including those which form part of the rainbow. The key-pattern 
is in four separate pieces, each piece containing five "keys.'' The 
branch on the left side, between the oval and the flag, bears thirteen 
leaves. The right-hand flag has five white stripes on it, and the 
left-hand flag l1as four. The head of the axe shows very distinctly, 
sticking out from the left-hand end of the jctsces, below the central 
oval. The steamer in the oval has a large, dark flag flying from the 
left-hand mast. There are seventy pearls round the large circle; they 
are large, uniform in size and shape, and not touching each other 
anywhere. The vertical lines of shading in the spandrels are very fine, 
and many of them nm together, so that I l1ave been unable to count 
them. Some copi es of these stamps are very badly lithographed, so 
that the design can hardly be made out at all ; this is more especially 
the case with those printed in slate-blue. The ones printed in ultra­
marine, especially the dark shades, are usually much better executed. 

stampsmarter.com 



HOW TO DETECT FORGED STAMPS. 135 

Forged. 
Lithographed in Prussian blue, on greasy-looking wove paper, 

which has a very strou~ shade of greenish-blue on the surface, show­
ing more or less through the substance of the paper. The sun's face 
bears regular eyes, nose, and mouth, which can easily be seen. There 
are twenty-eight rays round the sun. The key-pattern is very coarse, 
and there are only three "keys" in each piece. The branch on the 
left-hand side bears nine leaves only. The right-hancl flag has five 
white stripes on it; t he left-hand flag has five also. The fasces would 
hardly be recognized, and there is no axe-head to be seen projecting 
from tbe left-hand end. The steamer has no flag, and what ought 
to be the funnel appears like a palm-tree with a dome-shaped head. 
There are 102 pearls round the large circle ; they are very small, and 
some of them are pointed instead of being round. The vertical lines 
of shading in the spandrels are very coar•e, more especially on the 
left-hand, at the bottom. 

Postmarks. 
The genuine 'tamps show a considerable variety in this respect. 

Some of my copies bear a single circle, containing name and date ; 
some have a double circle, with name between the circles, and date 
in the centre; and some have a large diamond of round dots, gener­
ally in red, with large numerals in the centre. The forgeries bear a 
thick, single circle, with name, &c., in a stmight line in the centre. 

Sa m e I ssue . Un R eal, sh ades of Y ellow. 

have called this the same issue; but the fact is that the 
medio real, blue, and the un real; green, are said to have circu­
lated in the interior only, and this un real, yellow, was used for 
letters to fore ign countries. 

Genuine. 
Lithographed in pale yellow, ochre-yellow, orange-yellow, or 

greenish-yellow, on w·eyish-wh.ite, or on bluish-white paper. The 
greyish-white paper is wove; but the bluish white is usually what is 
called" papier quadrill(," having laid lines in it forming oblongs or 
squares. The large circle contains seventy-seven pearls, but they are 
not so large nor so regular as those of the medio real. There are five 
"keys" in each of the four pieces of key-pattern, as in the genuine 
medio real. The white lines forming this key-pattern, and the 
crosses in the four corners, and the letters of both top and bottom 
inscriptions, are all of as nearly as possible the same width. There 
is a white stop before UN, and a simi lar one after REAL, and these 
two words do not anything like fill up the label which contains them. 
There are five white stripes on the right-hand flag, and four on the 
left-hand one, as in ihe genuine n1eJio real ; and seventeen rays 
round the sun, including those which form part of the rainbow. 
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Forged. 

Very coarsely lithographed in vermilion, on roughly-made, bluish­
white wove paper. The large circle contains 108 pearls, very irregular 
in shape and size, and many of them running together. There are 
only three "keys" in each of the four pieces of key-pattern. The 
words ECUADOR cORREOS are in thin letters, like the genuine, hut 
the bordering lines of the key-pat.tern are thicker than the lettering 
of the said words. The words UN REAL are thicker still, and the 
crosses in the corners are thickest of all; whereas, as I have pointed 
out, all these are of the same thickness in the genuine. I hope I 
have made it sufficiently clear that the above description has refer­
ence to the thickness or thinness of the white lines composing the 
said letters, key-pattern, and crosses. The words UN REAL fill up 
the label containing them, and there is no stop either before or after 
them. Each flag has five white stripes in it. I have only a very 
had copy of this forgery to describe from, hut there seem to he far 
more than seventeen rays round the sun, and they are blotched to­
gether a good deal. This forgery is not at all likely to prove danger­
ous ; it is even coarser than the forged medio real. 

Postmarks. 
The genuine, at least all the copies which I have seen, hear a very 

singular cancellation, differing from any others with which I am ac­
quainted. It consists of four concentric oblongs, with a very boldly 
zigzagged outline, and containing P. I. in large outlined letters. I 
have six or eight copies of thi s un real, yellow, in my collection, and 
they all, without exception, bear this postmark, the ouly variation 
being that one of them is struck in red, and all the others in black. 
The forgery bears the often-described imitation of one of our own 
postmarks, consisting of an oval, formed hy three straight lines at 
the top and bottom, and four curved lines on each side. 

It will be noticed that I have not described the genuine so minutely 
as the medio real; hut the colour is invariably so very faint that it is 
extremely difficult to make out any details at all. The forgery is a 
downright vermilion, about the same shade as the normal hue of the 
40 centimes of the French Republic of 1849. 

Jssue of 1873. 1 Real, orange-yellow, and orange-vermilion. 
Genuine. 

This stamp is an evident copy of the Costa 
Rica set, but of very inferior execntion com­
pared with those beautiful stamps. Litho­
gmphed on white wove paper, usually rather 
thin and soft, but I have one copy on quite 
stout paper ; perforated 11. The condor's 
neck is very thin, but not unnaturally so; 
it is about the same thicknes3 as the upright 
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stroke of the T in PORTE. The sun is set rather high up on 
the rainbow; that is to say, supposing the rainbow passed in front 
of the sun, instead of behind it, the lower part of the sun's face 
would be hidden, and the upper third of it would appear above 
the rain bow. There are seventy-eight horizontal lines of shading, 
iqcluding the border lines, counting down the right side of the stamp. 
The ·horizontal lines inside the scroll-work, that is to say, behind the 
condor, flags, and shield, are very close together, quite twice as close 
as the lines on the outer portion of the design. This is, perhaps, the 
best test of the genuine, for it can be very readily seen. The cross­
strokes of the T and E of PORTE, and of the E and L of REAL, are very 
thin, much thinner than the vertical strokes of the said letters. The 
white outline of the little oval containing the figure l at the top of 
the stamp is perfect all round, and the top of this oval touches the 
fourth line from the top of the stamp, including the outer line. The 
two lines running round the whole stamp are very close together, so 
much so, that there is not room for another line to be put between 
them. The white spot representing the paddle-box is in its proper 
place in the centre of the hull of the steamer ; the lower part of the 
funnel is dark, and the upper half is white. There is a very distinct 
cloud of steam or smoke coming out of the funnel, and going to the 
right. 

Forged. 

This is not at all a bad imitation, and I have no doubt it has 
taken in a good many unwary ones. Lithographed in pale ver­
milion, on thin, yellowish-white wove paper; pin-pricked l2k. 
The condor's neck is unnaturally thick, being quite twice as thick as 
the upright stroke of the T of POR1'E. The sun is set centrally on 
the rainbow; that is to say, supposing the rainbow were to pass in 
front of it, it would hide the centre of the Run's face, leaving a little 
bit of equal size showing both at the top and the bottom. There are 
only sixty-nine horizontal lines of shading in the general back­
ground of the stamp, counting down the right-hand side, and in­
cluding the top and bottom lines. The horizontal lines inside the 
scroll-work, behind the condor, flags; shield, &c., are no closer 
together than the others, being, in fact, merely continuations of 
them. This is very easily seen, and will be a good test for this 
forgery. The cross-strokes of the T and E of PORTE, and of the E 
and L of REAL, are the same thickness as the upright stroke> of the 
said letters, except that the lower cross-stroke of the E of REAL is a 
little thinner than the rest. The white outline of the little oval 
containing the figure l at the top of the stamp is broken below, just 
above the word DEL ; and it is placed too high up, so that it touches 
the third line from the top, counting the top line as one. The two 
lines running round the whole stamp are at some distance from each 
other, so that another line could easily be put between them. The 
white spot representing the paddle-box is too nlllch to the left; the 
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funnel is dark all the way up ; and the cloud of steam or smoke 
appears to be issuing from the left-hand mast, instead of from the 
funneL · 

Postmarks_ 
I only possess one oblitemted copy of the genuine, and it is can­

celled with dots, which almost pierce the paper; but I cannot make 
out the form of the handstamp. The forgery is obliterated with an 
oval, formed of straight and curved lines, like that found on the 
last-described imitation. It must be borne in mind that this forgery 
is deceptive, not because it is so good, but rather because the genuine 
is so poor. 

Issue of same year. Un P eso, rose, carmine. 

This stamp is very much prettier than any 
of those before described ; and so is the 
medio real which was issued at the same 
time, but which I have not yet seen imitated . 
The forgery is exceedingly good, and very 
likely to deceive. 

Genuine. 

Typographed (1) in rose or carmine, on very white wove paper; 
perforated 11, and also 8, and 10. I give the perforation 10 on the 
authority of M. Moens, as I have not seen it; bnt I have both the 8 
and 11 myself. There is a good space of white between the rays of 
the sun and the border of the shield. The mountain-peaks have a 
sort of oblique snow-line marked upon them, and their points are 
rather higher than the smoke from the steamer. The front flags are 
shaJed all over, except a very small portion near the outer edge. 
The axe, in the lictor's fasces, below the shield, has its head properly 
shaped. There are eighty-three square white clots round the circle. 
The inside of the u of UN is square at the bottom, and the inside of 
the o of PESO is nearly square. The point of the conJor's right 
wing, i.e. on the left-hand side of the stamp, does not touch the 
outline of the circle. 

Forged. 

Very nicely lithographed in carmine, on white wove paper, which 
shows very plainly the meshes of the wire gauze on which it was 
made; pin-pricked 1 2~ and ' also 13. The upper rays of the sun 
almost touch the top of the shield. There is no oblique snow-line 
upon the mountain peaks, and their summits are slightly lower than 
the smoke of the steamer. A large portion of the front flags is alto­
gether nnshadecl. The head of the axe in the lictor's fasces appears 
to be cleft in two. There are only sixty-eight of the square white 
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dots round the circle. The inside of the u of UN is rounded, and the 
inside of the o of PESO is very nearly round. The point of the con­
dor;s right wing touches the circle below the E of ECUADOR. 

Postmarlc.. 
The genuine stamps usually bear a double circle, with name be­

tween the circles at the top, FRANCA at the bottom, and date, &c., 
in the centre of the inner circle. The forgeries are cancelled with a 
rectangle, or a diamond, of square dots. 

EGYPT. 
One peculiarity I have noticed, with regard to the first issue 

for Egypt, on the part of the vast majority of collectors, and 
even of catalogue·makers who ought to know better; and that 
is their very determined habit of placing these unfortunate 
stamps any way but the right one. All the later issues are 
evidently intended to be placed with their longest sides top and 
bottom; and so I suppose that, as the stamps of this first issue 
are much about the same shape, it is thought that they ought to 
be placed in the same position; but the proper way of placing 
them is with the oval loop of the central surcharge upwards, as 
is done in our illustration of the 10 paras value, which renders 
three out of the five surcharges legible at once, and the other 
two with little difficulty. The watermark will also assist in 
the proper placing of the stamps, though I have seen many 
copies in which it is inverted. As regards the surcharges, the 
central one, according to my reading of the characters, means 
"Egypt," the left-hand one, probably "Egyptian." The bottom 
one is the value in words, and the others are beyond my small 
skill to decipher. Some stamps, apparently of this first issue, are 
not uncommonly found on thickish paper, without watermark, 
but of much the same colours as the normal specimens. Moens 
calls them essays; but I fancy they are very likely proofs. 

As officials in the country in question are ever ready to turn 
an honest penny (or a dishonest one either, as some of my 
friends say, who are Egyptian bondholders), it is more than 
probable that very many of the unused specimens of this first 
issue now to be found in the albums of collectors are reprints, 
issued, on purpose for sale to philatelists, since the issue became 
obsolete; and therefore I, with many others, decidedly prefer 
used specimens. 
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Issue of 1866. 6, 10, 20 Paras; 1, 2, 6, 10 Piastres. 
Genuine. 

As the design varies for each separate value, I shall have . to 
describe them one by one ; but first I may take the things common 
to all the values. 

Typographed (?) in colour, on thin, greyish-white wove paper; 
watermarked with a ten-rayed star, or flower, whichever it may be, 
over a pyramid and sphinx; perforated 13 all round, or sometimes 
perforated 13 top and bottom, and unperforated at the sides. The 
characters of the top surcharge are all joined together ; the one like 
a magnified comma touching the oblique stroke to left of it with itd 
tail. 

5 Paras. Genuine. 
The right-hand end of the middle surcharge is a very small, blunt, 

upward hook ; and the left-hand end of it is a long, large, upward 
hook, whose upper point ends on a level with the right-hand hook. 
In the bottom surcharge there are one dot below the first character on 
the right-hand end, three clustering dots below the centre of the 
said surcharge, and one clot above a short wavy line above ·the sur­
charge, a little to the right of the centre. Each 5 iu the corners is 
sn1all and compact, with its head quite as large as its tail. The 
central flower has fourteen petals. The borders of the stamp are 
formed of diamond-shaped ornaments; but the point of a large 
diamond runs into the middle of each piece of bordering, at the top 
and bottom and sides. The top border has three entire diamonds to 
left of the large one, and almost three entire diamonds to the riflht ; 
but the large diamond hides a small part of the inner diamond on 
the right. The bottom border contains three entire diamonds to 
right, and also three entire ones to left of the large one. The inner 
points of these large diamonds at top and bottom do not touch the 
frame, or rather the points of the frame, of the central flower. 

5 Paras. Forged. 
Lithographed on stout, very white wove paper ; no watermark ; 

perforated 12, and sometimes 12!. The character like a magnified 
comma in the top surcharge does not touch the oblique stroke to the 
left of it with its tail. The right-hand end of the 111icldle surcharge 
is a small knob, which points downwards obliquely to the right. The 
left-hand side of the said surcharge ends merely in a curve, with a 
blunt end, a good deal lower than the level of the right-hand eud. 
The bottom surcharge is quite different from the gennine, being a 
copy of the bottom one of the genuine 20 paras, to be described 
hereafter. There is a stroke under the first character of this sur­
charge to the right, t.hree clustering dots under the last character to 
left, and no clot at all above the surcharge. Each 5 is of a peculiar 
shape, with the tail very much larger than the head. The central 
flower has nineteen petals. In the top border there are only 2! 
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entire small diamonds on each side of the point of the large diamond. 
In the bottom border there are 3 to the left, and 2! to the right of 
the large diamond. The inner points of the top and bottom large 
diamonds are joined to the points of the frame round the central 
flower. 

10 Paras. Genuine. 

The paper, watermark, and perforation are the 
same as in the genuine 5 paras ; the central sur­
charge also is exactly the same. In the bottom 
surcharge there is a short upright stroke at the 
right-hand end, ancl a thing like a figure 8 with 
the top broken, at the left-hand end, with three 
clustering dots below it. There are twenty-eight 
circles round the central oval. The coloured line 
outside this oval is not blotched anywhere, and 
it is the same thickness all the way round. The 10 in the left-hand 
upper corner has the 1 without any oblique side-stroke; i.e. it is 
simply a straight line, and the 0 is very much thicker than the 1. 
The 10 in the lower left-hand corner has its 1 a simple straight 
stroke like the other, and the 1 and the 0 are of equal thinness. 

10 Paras. Forged. 
Paper, perforation, &c., same as in the forged 5 paras. The large 

central loop of the middle surcharge is broken at the top. In the 
bottom surcharge there is a dot at the right-hand end, a large hook 
at the left-hand end, and three separate dots and a sort of comma at 
various distances along the top of the inscription. (This is a copy 
of the bottom surcharge on the genuine 1 piastre.) There are only 
twenty-seven circles round the central oval. The coloured line 
surrounding this oval is blotched to the left of the bottom of the 
oval, and too thick to the right of the bottom of the oval. There is 
a stop before the 1 of the 10 in the upper left-hand corner, and the 
1 has an oblique side-stroke; the 1 and the 0 are of equal thickness. 
The 10 in the lower right-hand corner is like the other, but there is 
no stop before the 1. 

20 Paras. Genuine . 

. Paper, perforation, watermark, &c., sa1ne as in the genuine 5 paras. 
The right-hand end of the middle smcharge is a very small loop 
with a white centre. The right-hand end of the bottom smcharge 
is like a capital V laid on its side, with its point to the left, and 
with a short, wavy stroke below it. There is a thick small o form­
ing the top of the central letter of the inscription, and three 
clustering dots below the left-hand end of it. The p of PARA in the 
upper left-hand corner is of the same thickness as the rest of the 
letters of the word ; and the top of each A is pointed. The p of 
PARA in the lower right-hand corner is like the other one; but the 
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top of each A is cut off square. The bottom, heart-shaped point of 
the central cross or ornament iuclines too much to the right of its 
proper position. 

20 Paras. Forged. 
Paper, perforation, &c.,same as in the forged 5 paras. The right-hand 

end of the middle surcharge is a black knob; and the centre of the 
middle loop of it is round, iustead of being oval as the genuine is. 
The bottom surcharge is like that of the genuine 5 paras, with a dot 
below the first letter at the right-band end, a clot and a stroke above 
the middle of it, and three clustering dots below the middle. The 
P of PARA in the upper left-band corner is very thin, and squeezed­
up, compared with the rest of the letters of the word ; the first A is 
pointed, and the second A is cut off square. The P of PARA in the 
lower right-hand corner is very badly shaped ; the first A is cut off 
square, and the second A is rounded at the top. The bottom point 
of the central cross or ornm11ent inclines too much to the left of its 
proper position. 

l Piastre. Genuine. 

Paper, perforation, watermark, &c., same as in the genuine 5 paras. 
The little loop at the right-hand end of the central surcharge is on a 
level with the line to the left of it. This surcharge exactly fills up 
the width of the central oval ; that is to say, it is as long as the oval 
is wide. The semicircular portions of the arabesque oval, which 
proj ect into the corner labels containing the figures and letters, are 
all of exactly equal size and shape. There is a round white stop 
between the letters P.E in the left-hand upper corner, and the E is 
taller than the P. There is also a round white stop between the 
letters P. E in the lower right-hand corner, and the E is very much 
taller than the P. There are ninety-seven equal-sized pearls round 
the frame. The outer line of the stamp is thicker at the top and 
bottom than at the sides. 

l Piastre. Forged. 
Paper, perforation, &c., same as in the forged 5 paras. The right­

hand loop of the central surcharge is bent downwards below the 
level of the line to the left of it. This surcharge is too short, and 
does not fill up the width of the central oval. The pieces of the 
arabesque oval, which project into the corner labels, are of different 
sizes; and those which go into the corners containing the figure l 
are very much larger anrl rounder than those which go into the 
other corners containing the letters P.E. There is a square white 
stop between the letters P.E in the upper left-hand corner, and both 
the said letters are of the same heioht. There is an almost invisible 
stop between the letters P.E in the lower right-hand corner, and both 
the letters are of the same size. There are eighty-four pearls round 
the frame, of all sizes and shapes. The outer line of the stamp is 
thinner at the top and at the bottom than at the sides. 
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2 Piastres. Genuine. 
The paper, watermark, perforation, &c., are the same as in the 

genuine 5 paras. The right-hand end of the middle surcharge is a 
small round loop, which is level with the line to the left of it; the 
centre of the larae loop in the middle of this surcharge is an oval ; 
the left-hand end of it is a large upward hook, as before, with its 
tail pointing almost towards the large central loop. The design or 
ornament in the central circle is not at all prominent, and has very 
little white about it ; indeed, the colour of the stamp is usually so 
pale that it is almost impossible to describe the shape of the central 
flower. The ring round this central circle is shaded all the way 
round with crossed, vertical, and horizontal lines. The octagonal 
frame round the whole design is filled with a double spiral pattern, 
difficult to describe, but almost exactly like the twined snakes to be 
seen on the stamps of the Dutch Indies, though, of course, smaller, 
and not in the least like a rope. There is a distinct white stop after 
each of the letters P. E. In the left-hand upper corner the letters are 
very thick and clumsy, and the middle tongue of the E projects as 
far as the upper and lower strokes. The same description exactly 
holds good for the letters P.E. in the lower right-hand corner. The 2 
in the upper right-hand corner is compact in shape, the tail is quite 
as thick as the rest of the figure. The other 2 in the lower left-hand 
corner is exactly the same. The ordinary colour of this stamp is a 
pale, dull "ochreish" orange. 

2 Piastres. Forged. 
Paper, perforation, &c., same as in the forged 5 paras. The small 

loop at the right-hand end of the middle surcharge is bent down­
wards, below the level of the line proceeding from it ; the centre of 
the large loop in the middle of this surcharge is triangular in shape ; 

· the left-hand end is a semicircle, whose end points directly upwards. 
The central design is very white and prominent, looking like four 
white ivy leaves arranged in the form of a cross. The ring round 
this design is shaded with vertical lines only. The pattern filling 
the octagonal frame round the whole design is a rope, with rather 
loose strands, and not iu the least like the double spirals of the 
genuine. There is a very small stop after the P. in the upper left­
hand corner, but only a sort of indication of a stop after the E ; the 
letters are not too thick, and are properly made ; and the central 
tongue of the E is shorter than the upper and lower ones. This 
description will hold good also for the letters in the lower right­
hand corner, except that there is a small stop after both p and E. 
The 2 in the upper right-hand corner is thin, thinner than the 
letters opposite to it, and the tail is thinner still. The ~ in the 
lower left-band corner is just the same, except that its tail, or part of 
it, is so thin as to be almost invisible. The colour of the forgery is 
generally either a greenish-lemon, or greenish-orange ; the latter, I 
think, is the more common. 
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5 Piastres. Genuine. 

Paper, watermark, perforation, &c., same as in the genuine 5 paras. 
The middle surcharge is exactly like that on the genuine 2 piastres 
just described. In the lower surcharge there is a dot below the first 
letter on the right-hand side, and above the surcharge, counting from 
the right-band end, there is, first of all, a dot with a short vertical 
stroke below it, then a dot a little to the left, then a comma, and 
then another dot with a stroke beneath the dot ; it will be under­
stood that these are all at various distances along the top of this 
surcharge. The central design is a flower with seven petals ; and 
immediately round the flower there is a small ring, shaded with 
vertical lines. Just inside the largest oval there is a very narrow 
one filled with pearls; these pearls are very indistinct, and would 
hardly be noticed at a first glance. There are eleven of them in the 
top part of the oval, twelve in the bottom part, eleven on the right­
hand side, and thirteen in the left-hand side. There is a stop after 
each of the letters P.E. in the upper left-hand corner, and a stop 
after the P only in the lower right-hand corner. There is a stop after 
the 5 in the upper right-band corner, and the head and tail of t he 
figure are both of the same thickness. There is no stop after the 5 
in the lower left-hand corner, and the head of the 5 is much thinner 
than the tail. Each of the corner circles distinctly touches both 
sides of each corner ; indeed, the upller right-hand circle projects 
slightly beyond the right side of the stamp. 

5 Piastres. First Forgery. 

Paper, &c., as in forged 5 paras. The large central loop of the 
middle surcharge is broken at the top, and the left-hand hook has a 
blunt point instead of a very sharp one. The lower surcharge is a 
passable intitation of the genuine. The central design is a flower 
with six petal~, and the little ring round it is perfectly white, without 
any shading at all. This is a very easy test. The pearls are far too 
distinct, and too far apart; there are ten of them in the top of the 
oval, ten in the bottom of it, twelve on the right-hand side, and ten 
on the left. In both the lettered circles there is a stop only after 
the P. There is no stop after either 5 : the upper one is a large, 
straggling tigtlre, with the tail larger than the head ; the lower one 
is more compact, with head and tail of equal thinness. The corner 
circles do not really touch any of the boundary-lines, though there 
is a blotch to the left of each of the ones on the left side, which 
makes them look as though they touched the left-hand outline of 
the frame. 

5 Piastres. Second Forgery. 

Paper, &c., same as forged 5 paras. The right-hand end of the 
middle surcharge is opened out into a semicircle, and the left-hand 
hook is blunt. The lower surcharge is not in the least like the 

stampsmarter.com 



HOW TO DETECT FORGED STAMPS. 145 

genuine, being a copy of that upon the genuine 10 jliastres. T)le~e 
are only six petals to the central flower, and the rmg round It IS 
white, as in the first forgery of this value. The pearled oval has ten 
pearls at the top, ten at the bottom, thirteen on the right-hand side, 
and ten on the left-hand side. There is a stop after both P and E in 
the upper left-hand corner, and a stop after the P only in the lower 
right-hand corner. There is a stop after the upper 5, which figure 
has its head larger than its tail. There is no stop after the lower 1>, 
which figure has its tail very much larger than its head. The head 
and tail of both these figures are of equal thickness ; the corner 
circles do not touch the outline of the frame. 

5 Piastres. Third Forgery. 

Paper, &c., same as last forgery. The right-hand end of the 
middle surcharge is opened out into a semicircle. The large loop in 
the centre of this surcharge is broken at the top, and the tail of the 
left-hand hook is blunt. The central flower has six petals. The 
ring round it is white instead of being shaded. There are ten pearls 
in the top of the pearled oval, uine at the bottom, about twelve on 
the right-hand side, and ten on the left-hand side. There is a stop 
after each of the letters P.E. in the upper left-hand corner ; but a 
stop after the E only in the lower right-hand corner. The upper 5 
is altogether undecipherable, being blotched into the background. 
The lower 5 has its tail very sharply pointed, and larger than the 
head, and thinner. The circles do not touch the outline of the frame. 
This is the worst forgery of the lot, and ought not to deceive anybody. 

lO Piastres. Gem<ine. 
Paper, watermark, &c., same as in the genuine 5 paras ; middle 

surcharge exactly the same as the last. The central oval is filled 
with an arabesque design, but so faint that the details cannot be 
described. The points of the large corner triangles do not anything 
like touch each other, and there is a space of at least a quarter of an inch 
between them on each side of the outer oval, and rather less at the 
top and bottom of it. There is a white stop after both P and E in 
both corners, and one also after the upper 10. The letters do not 
touch the boundary of the little frames containing them. The 
colour of the stamp is slate. 

10 Piastres. F01·ged. 
This appears to be from another set. The paper is thicker and 

smoother, and of a decidedly yellowish tint. The little loop at the 
right-hand end of the middle surcharge is broken at the top, and the 
hook at the left-hand end points directly upwards instead of towards 
the large central loop. The top surcharge is not all in one piece. 
The tail of the magnified comma does not touch the oblique line to 
the left of it. The central oval is the best test for this forgery, as it 

L 
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is filled simply with crossed, vertical, and horizontal lines, without 
any arabesque pattern in it at all. The points of the large corner 
triangles come very close together ; those on the right almost touch, 
those on the left are nearly as close, but those at the top and bottom 
are a little further from each other. There is a white stop after the 
P only in the top corner, a stop after both P and E in the lower 
corner, and the top E touches the outline of the little frame round 
it. There is no stop after either 10. At a first glance this forgery 
looks rather better than the genuine ; but the oval of crossed lines 
will at once betray it. The colour is a greenish neutral tint, not at 
all like the dull slate of the genuine. 

Postmarks. 

'l'hese in my genuine copies are very much blotched and indistinct; 
but, as far as I can make out, the usual cancellation is a large circle, 
containing name and date in Roman letters and figmes, and also in 
Turlrish. The forgeries bear either three concentric circles, or three 
concentric oblongs or rectangles, after the manner of some of the 
Turlrish stamps, from which this latter obliteration is evidently 
copied. 

Issue of 1867. 5, 10, 20 Paras ; 1, 2, 5, Piastres. 

According to Moens, there are four varieties of each value 
in this issue ; but I have not been able to obtain entire 
sheets of the different values. Some of the forgeries are 
rather well done, and are considerably more deceptive than the 
counterfeits of the first issue. 

Genuine. 

All the values are engraved in colour on hard, moderately thick, 
white wove paper, watermarked with a star over a crescent; per­
forated 15. I have called the design on the back a "watermark ; " 
but the fact is that this design is, I believe, impressed after tbe 
paper is made, something after the manner of the oval design on 
the backs of the current Swiss stamps; whereas a proper watermark 
is made in the paper before it is quite solidified. 

5 Paras. Genuine. 

The head of the sphinx does not touch the two outlines of the 
front face of the pyramid, and there is a pretty good space between 
the head and the said outlines. There are twenty horizontal lines 
of shading in the left-hand half of the central oval, and only 
nineteen in the right-hand half. The point of the pyramid projects 
very slightly above the topmost line of shading. The dark oval 
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touches the frame to left, to right, and at the top; but not at the 
bottom. The left shoulder of the sphinx (i.e. to the right of the 
stamp) has two horiwntal lines across it, separating it, as it were, 
into three divisions; but these divisions are not like steps. The 
point of the pyramid is rather blunt. The labels at the bottom 
containing the figures of value are very much wider than the width 
of the side frames which contain the pillar and" needle;" indeed 
they are nearly as wide as the two labels at the top which contain 
the word PARA. 

5 Paras. Fint Fotgery. 

I have only one copy of this counterfeit. It is very good, and not 
common. The specimen is cut closely, so I am not able to say 
whether it has ueen perforated or not. Lithographed on hard, white 
wove paper, very like that of the genuine, but without any water­
mark. The heacl of the sphinx almost touches the two outlines of 
the front face of the pyramid. There are twenty-one horizontal 
lines of shacling in the left-hand side of the central oval, and the 
same number on the right-hancl side. The pyramid ends in a 
tolerably sharp point, which only just comes up as far as the upper­
most line of shading, and does not project beyond it. The dark 
oval touches the frame on the right side only, and very nearly 
touches it on the left ; but is at a considerable distance from the top 
and bottom of the frame. The left shoulder of the sphinx, on the 
right side of the stamp, is cut into three very distinct steps. The 
labels at the bottom containing the figures of value are as wide in 
this forgery as in the genuine. 

5 Paras. Second Fo·rgery. 

This is much less like the genuine than the one just described, but 
is very much more common ; in fact, I continually find the whole 
set of this type in the collections .,ent to me for opinion. 

Lithographed in teddish orange, instead of golden yellow, on thick, 
rather soft, very white paper; no watermark ; badly pin-perforated 
12!. The head of the sphinx almost touches the outlines of the 
front face of the pyramid, as in the first forgery. There are twenty­
two horizontal lines of shading on the left-hand side of the oval, and 
twenty-one in the right-hand side. The pyramid is sharply pointed, 
and the point does not project beyond the topmost line of shading. 
The left shoulder of the sphinx, on the right-hand sicle of the stamp, 
is cut into three distinct steps, as in the first forgery. The great 
test, however, for tllis counterfeit is in the fact that the lower labels 
which contain the figures of value are only as wide as the width of 
the side frames which contain the "needle" and the pillar. The 
dark oval touches the frame on the right side only. The Egyptian 
inscription in the bottom label is that of the genuine 5 piastres, to be 
described hereafter. 
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10 Paras. Genuine. 

Perforation, watermark, &c., exactly the 
same as in the genuine 5 paras. Indeed, to 
save trouble and unnecessary repetition, I 
may say here that all the genuine are alike in 
these characteristics. The head of the sphinx 
does not touch the two outlines of the front 
face of the pyramid. In one type there are 
twenty horizontal lines of shading on each 
side of the central oval behind the pyramid ; 

and in another type there are twenty in the left-hand side, and 
nineteen in the right-hand side. In the former type the point of 
the pyramid pr~jects considerably beyond the topmost line of 
shading, and in the other type it does not project at all, the dark 
oval touches only the right-hand side of the frame. The left 
shoulder of the sphinx looks somewhat as though it had been cut 
into steps, but not so markedly as in the forgery of the 5 paras. 
The labels at the bottom are nearly as wide as the corresponding 
ones at the top. The 1 of 10 in the left-hand label has a distinct 
side-stroke, exactly like the 1 in the right-hand label. The last 
character at the left-hand end of the lower inscription does not touch 
the left-hand side of its containing frame, but is at a considerable 
distance from it. 

10 Paras. Forged. 
Lithographed ; paper, perforation, &c., same as in the second 

forgery of the 5 paras. The head of the sphinx almost touches the 
two outlines of the front face of the pyramid. There are twenty­
two horizontal lines of shading to the left of the pyramid in the 
central oval, and the same number on the right-hand side. The 
point of the pyramid is sharper than in the genuine, and projects 
very slightly beyond the topmost line of shading behind it. The 
dark oval touches the frame at the sides only, and not at the top or 
bottom. The left shoulder of the sphinx is cut into three unmistak­
able steps. The labels at the bottom are like the genuine. The 1 
of the 10 in the left-hand one has no oblique side-stroke; the 1 in 
the right-hand label is like the genuine. The last character at the 
left-hand end of the lower inscription touches the left side of its 
containing frame. The colour of the genuine stamps varies from 
lilac to man ve ; the forgeries are more of a violet colour. 

20 Paras. Genuine. 
Watermark, &c., same as in genuine 5 paras. There is a distinct 

space between the head of the sphinx and the two outlines of the 
front face of the pyramid. There are twenty horizontal lines of 
shading in the central oval to the left of the pyramid, and the same 
number to the right of it. The point of the pyramid is very blunt, 
and comes just up to the topmost line of shading. The dark oval 
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touches the frame on the right-hand side, and very nearly touches 
it on the left-hand side ; but the top and bottom are at a · good 
distance from the frame. The hieroglyphics on Cleopatra's needle 
are so very faint that they are hardly visible, and the needle appears 
to be white at a first glance. Pompey's pillar is very lightly shaded, 
and the main shaft of it is not put centrally on to the base, but far 
too much to the left. This is an easy test for the genuine. The 
white line of the frame to the right of the pillar, if prolonged 
downwards into the lower label, would cut exactly through the 0 of 
the 20 in the left-hand lower label. The shoulder of the left-hand 
2 does not project backwards further than just level with the end of 
the tail. 

20 Paras. Forged. 
Paper, &c., same as in the second forgery of the 5 paras. The 

head of the sphinx almost touches the two outlines of the front face 
of the pyramid. There are twenty-two horizontal lines to the left 
of the pyramid, and the same number to the right. The point of 
the pyramid is very sharp, and the dark part of it comes right up to 
the very top of the central design, and touches the thin, coloured 
line which runs round it. The dark oval outside this touches the 
frame to the right and to the left, and almost touches it at the top. 
The hieroglyphics on Cleopatra's needle are very dark and heavy. 
The pillar is very heavily shaded, and it is put centrally on to the 
base, thus altering the mistake of the engraver of the genuine. The 
white line of the frame to the right of the pillar, if prolonged down­
wards, would only pass through the left side of the 0 of 20, instead 
of through the centre of it. The shoulder of the left-hand 2 projects 
backwards beyond the level of the end of the tail. The originals are 
in yellowish green ; these forgeries are much darker, and of almost 
a bluish green. 

1 Piastre. Genuine. 

There is a good space between the head of the sphinx and the two 
outlines of the front face of the pyramid. There are twenty 
horizontal lines of shading in the oval on each side of the pyramid. 
The dark oval touches the frame only on the right-hand side. The 
hieroglyphics on the needle are very faint, and the shading on the 
pillar is light. One of the easiest tests of the genuine is that the 
white line to the left of the E in the right-hand upper corner of the 
stamp is an exact continuation of the line below it which forms the 
left side of the frame of the needle. The figures in the bottom 
corners are very broad, even broader than the upright strokes of the 
P and E in the upper corners. 

1 Piastre. FO'I'ged. 
Paper, &c., same as in the second forgery of the 5 paras. This is 

a nice-looking stamp, and very likely to deceive. The head of the 
sphinx touches the two outlines of the front face of the pyramid. 
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There are twenty-two lines of shading in the central oval to the left 
of the pyramid, and the same number to the right of it. The dark 
oval touches the frame to right and left, and almost at the top. The 
hieroglyphics on the needle are dark and distinct, and the right side 
of the pillar is heavily shaded. The white line to the left of the lil 
is far too much to the right, and does not form a continuation of the 
white line to the left of the needle. The figures in the bottom 
corners are very thin, and much thinner than the upright strokes of 
the P and E in the upper corners. 

2 Piastres. Genuine. 

Paper, watermark, &c., same as in the genuine 5 paras. The head 
of the sphinx does not touch the two outlines of the front face of 
the pyramid. There are twenty horizontal lines of shading in the 
left-hand side of the central oval, and nineteen in the right-hand 
side. The dark oval just touches the frame on the left-hand side, 
but not on any of the other sides. The white line to the left of the E 
in the right-hand upper corner forms one continuous line down to 
the bottom of the stamp ; i.e., it is joined to the line which passes 
to the left of the needle, as in the genuine 1 piastre, just described. 
The tail of each 2 is just about level with the rounded shoulder of 
the figure ; i.e. it does not project further to the right than the 
shoulder of the letter does. All my copies of this value are rather 
blotchy, and more heavily printed than the other values; I fancy 
this may be on account of the blue colour being more difficult to 
work than the other tints. 

2 Piastres. Forged. 

Paper, &c., same as in the second forgery of the 5 paras. The 
head of the sphinx almost touches the two outlines of the front face 
of the pyramid. There are twenty-two horizontal lines of shading 
in the oval to the left of the pyramid, and the same nnm ber to the 
right of it. The dark oval touches the right side, and almost touches 
the left side of the frame. The white line to the left of the E is not 
continuous with the white line to the left of the needle, but a good 
deal too much to the right of where it ought to be, as in the 
forged 1 piastre just described. The body of the right-hand 2 leans 
forward a little to the left, and the tail of the left-hand 2 projects 
further to the right than merely level with the rotmded shoulder of 
the figure. The colour of this forgery is exactly the same as that of 
the genuine. 

5 Piastres. Genuine. 

Paper, watermark, &c., same as in the genuine 5 paras. The head 
of the sphinx does not touch the two outlines of the front face of 
the pyramid. There are nineteen horizontal lines of shading in the 
left-hand side of the central oval, and the same number in the right-
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hand side of it. The dark oval touches the frame at the top only. 
The white line to the left of the E in the right-hand upper corner is 
continuous with the white line down the left of the needle. The 
needle and pillar are very lightly shaded, so as to appear almost 
white. 

5 Piastres. Fi1·.•t Forgery. 

This is printed on thick paper, like the first forgery of the 5 paras. 
My only copy is cut close, so that I cannot tell the perforation. 
There is no watermark. The head of the sphinx almost touches the 
two outlines of the front face of the pyramid. There are twenty­
two horizontal lines of shading in the oval on the left of the 
pyramid, and the same number ·to the right of it. The dark oval 
touches the frame on the right, and almost on the left. The white 
line forming the left side of the frame of the needle does not corre­
spond either with the line to the left of the E in the upper right­
hand corner, or with the similar line to the left of the 5 in the lower 
right-hand corner, being too much to the left of both of them. 
This is an easy test for this forgery. The inscription in the lower 
label is the same as that on the genuine ; the little frames in the 
bottom corners containing the figures of value are also about the 
same width as in the genuine. 

5 Piastres. Second Forgery. 

Paper, &c., same as in the second forgery of the 5 paras. This is 
not nearly so good as the last, though much more common. The 
head of the sphinx almost touches the two outlines of the front face 
of the pyramid. There are twenty-two lines of shading in the 
central oval on each side of the pyramid. The dark oval touches 
the frame to right and left, but not at the top or bottom. The white 
line down by the left. hand side of the needle is not continuous with 
the similar white line to the left of the E in the upper right-hand 
corner ; but is set too much to the left. The easiest test of this 
forgery is in the fact that the forgers have made the lower labels, 
which bear the figures of value, twice as wide as the upper labels 
which bear the letters P, E. In fact, the lower labels in this stamp 
have been copied from the genuine 5 paras value, which has them 
broad. There is also another error not so obvious ; for the inscrip­
tion at the bottom is the same as that on the genuine 5 paras, instead 
of that on the 5 piastres ; and the second forgery on the 5 paras, 
described above, has the inscription which ought to appear on this 
value, so that the forgers have evidently mixed up the two values. 
The proper inscription in the lower label of the genuine 5 paras is 
in three separate words, or sets of characters ; whilst the proper 
inscription in the lower label of the genuine 5 piastres is in five 
separate words, or sets of characters; but the two, as I have said, are 
just reversed in these two forgeries. 
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Postmarks. 

The genuine stamps are cancelled with a large thin circle, con­
taining the words POSTE VICE-REALE, EGIZIANE, and some Egyptian 
characters ; but in many copies the postmark is so blotched or 
faint as to be unreadable. The forgeries are obliterated with a large 
rectangle of diamond-shaped dots, which is a postmark that I have 
never seen upon the genuine stamps. 

With regard to the first forgery of the 5 paras, and the first forgery 
of the 5 piastres above described, I fancy that there must exist a full 
set of all the values forged in that particular type or style, though, 
as I have said, I only know of the two values just mentioned. How­
ever, I think my readers will be able to decide upon the worth or 
worthlessness of any particular specimen by counting the lines in the 
central oval, and by seeing whether the white line down by the left­
hand side of the needle goes straight up and down from top to 
bottom. · 

Issue of 1872. 5, 10 , 20 Paras; 1, 2, 2~, 5 Piastres. 

The stamps of the 1867 issue are not what 
would be considered marvels of beauty ; but 
they are very superior to the set now to be 
described. Some of the later copies of the 
1872 issue are so extremely bad as to be 
almost undecipherable, and look as though 
they had been boiled for an hour or two 

after being printed. Fortunately for rue the general differences 
between· the genuine and forged are so well marked that I shall 
be able to describe the whole set at once, instead of having to 
take each value separately, as in the issues already dissected. 

Genuine. 

Engraved in tfpargne on thick, rough, rather hard, yellowish-white 
wove paper; watermarked-or rather impressed at the back-with 
a star over a crescent; and machine-perforated 13. The 10 paras, 
and the 1 and 5 piastres, were also issued unperforated in 1873 ; these 
latter are rare. There are four white 3tripes in the hair on the head 
of the sphinx, three of them being particularly distinct. The ear is 
small, and the top of it is level with the eyebrow. There is a dis­
tinct white line running almost across the stamp near the top, 
forming the lower outline of the label containing the Egyptian 
inscription, and there is a similar distinct white line running almost 
across the stamp near the bottom, forming the upper outline of the 
frame containing POSTE, &c. The right side of the top stroke of the 
T of POSTE is altogether wanting, the inscription thus reading POSi E 
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KHEDEUIE EGIZIANE. The A of this latter word is a distinct A, and 
not an R. There is hardly any indication of a dark line round the 
broad white outline of the central oval. The P of POSTE is almost 
invariably j ammed against the side of the frame to left of it. 

Forged. 

Lithographed on paper very similar to the genuine, but smoother 
and whiter; no watermark ; pin-perforated ll. There are five white 
stripes in the hair on the head of the sphinx, four of them being 
particularly distinct. The top of the ear is placed much too low, 
being hardly level with the bottom of the eye. The whole ear is 
apparently like a large S, curling down into the back of the neck. 
There is the faintest possible indication of a white line to form the 
lower outline of the upper label which contains the Egyptian 
inscription; and there is no white line at all to form the upper out­
line of the label at the bottom, containing POSTE, &c. The T of 
POSTE is shaped like an ordinary capital T, and the A of EGIZIANE is 
changed into an R ; thus the whole inscription reads POSTE KHEDEUIE 
EGIZIRNE. There is a wide dark line surrounding the white outline 
of the central oval. There is a good space between the P of POBTE, 
and the upright line of the frame to the left of it. 

Postma•·ks. 

The genuine stamps invariably bear, as far as my experience goes, 
a thickish circle, smaller than that of the cancellation of the second 
issue, inscribed POSTE EGIZIANE, with name at the bottom, and date 
in the centre. The forgeries are obliterated either with two concentric 
circles containing something undecipherable, or with three con­

centric oblongs or rect­
angles, after the manner of 
the Turkish cancellation. 

I have not yet seen any 
forgeries of the current 
issue, nor of the provision­
ally surcharged 5 and lO 
paras of 1879 . 

.FIJI ISLANDS. 
I ssue of 1871. N o surch arge; l d., 3d., 6 d. 

I don't think these stamps need occupy us very long, as the 
forgers have made a grand mistake in imitating all the values 
from the die of the ld. ; though all the values are quite 
different from each other in the genuine. 
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One Penny. Genuine. 
Engraved in epargne on thin, soft, white wove paper, badly per· 

forated 12!, watermarked FIJI POSTAGE in the sheet. The dark 
shading at the bottom of the crown is in a perfectly straight line. 
The ends of all the white strokes forming the letters C R are tapered 
off until they are quite fine ; but they get wider in the centre as 
they would in ordinary written capitals made with pen-and-ink. 
The central circle is surrounded by si.xty white pearls, all circular in 
shape, and of one uniform size. The bottom of the P of POSTAGE is 
a little sloped off, so as not to touch the outline of the frame to the 
left of it. The Y of PENNY has its arms splayed out far too much. 
The whole of this lower inscription is slightly sunk into the paper, 
almost as though it had been done with type. The outline of the 
circle, just inside the pearls, is formed by a very thin, coloured line, 
between two thin white ones. 

One Penny. First Forgery. 
Lithographed on very white paper, thicker than the gennine, pin­

perforated what seems to be about 15, but so extremely badly done 
that it is impossible to say what is the proper number ; no water­
mark. The dark shading at the bottom of the crown is considerably 
curved or roundecl in the centre downwards. The strokes forming 
the letters C R are as nearly as possible the same thickness through­
out their whole length. The central circle contains only fifty-five 
pearls, and they are oval, instead of round, and some of them 
smaller than the others. The bottom of the P of POSTAGE is joined 
to the frame to the left of it. The Y of PENNY is of the normal 
shape; i.e., the arms are not nnduly splayed out. As the stamp is a 
lithograph, I need hardly say that the lower inscription does not 
show any appearance of bein~ sunk into the paper, but is perfectly 
flat. The outline of the cucle, immediately inside the row of 
pearls, is composed of one broadish white line only. 

One Penny. Second Forge·ry. 
This is not nearly so good an imitation as the last. Lithographed 

on soft paper, very like that of the genuine ; no watermark; per­
forated 14. The dark shading at the base of the crown is rounded 
downwards, instead of being in a straight line, and the crown itself is 
extremely blotchy and indistinct. The letters C R are tapered more 
like the genuine than the first forgery ; but their outline is ragged. 
There are only fifty-two pearls in the circle, and they are very 
irregular both in shape and size. The P of POSTAGE does not touch 
the side of the frame to the left of it, but the bottom of the letter is 
not sloped off at all. The T of the same word is very tall and 
lanky ; the o of ONE is very much smaller than the NE; and the E 
of PENNY has hardly any indication of a central tongue. This 
inscription is not sunken at all. 
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Threepence. GenuiruJ. 
Paper, watennark, perforation, &c., same as in the 

genuine one penny. The design of this stamp is 
different from that of the penny ; the circle having 
little rectangles instead of pearls. The crown and 
the letters C R are the same as in the genuine 
penny. 

Threepence. Forged. 
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Lithographed on thin white paper, rather harder than the genuine; 
no watermark; perforated 12~. Except for the inscription POSTAGE 
THREE PENCE, this stamp is an exact copy of the first forgery of the 
penny ; having the fifty-five pearls, the rounded base to the crown, 
the C R in letters of uniform thickness, &c. 

Sixpence. Genuine. 
Paper watermarked, perforation, &c., same as in the genuine one 

penny. This stamp again is clifl'erent from either of the other values. 
The outline of the central circle is composed, not of pearls as in the 
one penny, nor of little white rectangles, as in the threepence; but 
of a clark, zig-zag pattern on a lighter ground. The base of the 
crown is straight ; the letters C R are tapered nicely at their 
ends, as before ; the lower corners, above POS of POSTAGE, and above 
NCE of PENCE, contain large triangles composed of white dots. The 
ends of the upper label, which contains the name, are of peculiar 
curly ornaments, instead of crosses as in the one penny and three­
pence values. The tail of the s of SIX is drawn considerably too 
long, as are also the lowest strokes of both the first and second E of 
PENCE. 

Sixpence. Forged. 
Lithographed on white wove paper, similar to that of the genuine, 

but harder ; no watermark, perforated 12. The forgers have copied 
nearly the whole of this stamp from the forged one penny. The out­
line of the circle contains fifty-five pearls, instead of the zig-zag line 
of the genuine. The base of the crown is rounded downwards. The 
letters C R are of uniform thickness throughout, instead of being 
tapered at their ends. The triangles above POS of POSTAGE, and 
above ENCE of PENCE are formed each of one broad white line, 
ilistead of clots. This is very conspicuous. The ends of the upper 
label are copied from the genuine sixpence. Each E of PENCE is of 
the normal shape, as is also the s of SIX, though they are very much 
out of shape in the genuine. 

Issue of 1872. Same stamps surcharged 2, 6, 12 Cents. 
Genuine. 

These are exactly the same as the genuine stamps described above, 
except that the one peuny is surcharaecl in black TWO CENTs, the 
threepence is surcharged SIX CENTS, and the sixpence is surcharged 
TWELVE CENTS. 
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Forged. 

These will easily be detected, as they are simply the forgeries just 
described, with the smcharge added. . Both the above-described 
forgeries of the one penny value are found with the TWO CENTS sur­
charge. 

I have not seen any other forgeries of the other varieties ; but, if 
such should exist, my tests will probably suffice to condemn them. 

Postma•·ks. 
All my genuine copies bear a very peculiar cancellation, consisting 

of a number of lines forming a sort of halo round an imaginary 
centre, something like the spokes of a wheel with the tyre and a 
large portion of the centre taken away. These lines must have been 
highly embossed on the hand-stamp, with sharp edges ; for they 
cut through the stamp, and sometimes even through the paper of the 
envelopes to which the stamps are affixed. I suppose the Fiji postal 
authorities are resolved that the stamps shall never do duty a second 
time. I have found two varieties of cancellation on the forgeries; 
one is a set of three concentric circles, with numerals in the centre ; 
and the other is an oval, formed by fourteen thin, parallel straight 
lines. 

FINLAND. 

The first stamps issued for this country were envelopes only, 
and it was not until 1856 that adhesives came into use. The 
earliest envelopes are mther puzzling to collectors, not only on 
account of their rarity, but also because there were two separate 
issues of the 1845 envelopes, differing from each other in colour, 
paper, and slightly in type. All the sets also have been re­
printed. 

First issue of 1845. Envelopes; lOk., black; 20k., red. 

Gen"ine. 

Engraved in colour, on rough laid paper, 
stamped on left lower corner of the envelope. 
The lower arm of the cross, where it rests upon 
the orb on the top of the crown, is weclve­
shapecl, and thicker at the bottom than at the 
top. The circlet at the base of the crown con­
tains five very long, diamond-shaped jewels, 
with clots between them ; but the jewels are so 
long that their points run into the clots. These 
jewels are not by any means prominent; and at 
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a firit glance they look more like a sort of irregular wavy line than a 
row of jewels. I think this is the easiest test for the genuine. The left 
upper corner of the shield is quite sharp, but the right upper corner 
of it is cut off. The left lower corner is nicely rounded; but the right 
lower corner is cut off somewhat obliquely, instead of being rounded 
like the other. The outline of the circular bend of the right-hand 
post-horn is broken just where it would almost touch the middle of 
the right-hand side of the shield if complete. The P of PORTO is 
nearer to the top of the left-hand post-horn than the L of STEMPEL 
is to the top of the right-hand post-horn ; but the difference is not 
very marked. The lower ends of both post-horns curl inwards, towards 
the rounded bottom corners of the shield. 

FO'I'ged. 

Lithographed on very smooth, laid paper, with the laid lines 
running straight up and down, instead of obliquely. The lower arm 
of the cross is the same width as the others all the way. The circlet 
at the base of the crown contains five very stumpy diamonds, very 
far apart, with dots between them ; but the diamonds do not touch 
the dots at all. These diamonds are very distinct, and can be readily 
seen at a glance. Both the upper corners of the shield are quite 
sharp, and both the lower corners are nicely rounded. The outline 
of the ring of the right-hand post-horn is not broken, and it is at 
some little distance from the outline of the shield. The L of STEMPEL 
is a good deal nearer the top of the right-hand post-horn than the 
P of PORTO is to the top of the left-hand post-horn. In nearly all 
the forgeries the lower end of the right-hand post-horn points down­
wards, almost towards the last K of KOPEK. 

Second issue of 1845. Envelopes; lOk., rose, vermilion, 
20k., black, greenish-black. 

Genuine. 

Engraved, very similar to last issue ; stamped on flap of the 
envelope. On the rough laid paper with oblique laid lines, like that 
of the last issue, are found the lOk., rose, the lOk., vermilion, the 
20k., black, and the 20k., greenish-black. On thick, yellowish-white 
wove paper are found the lOk., rose-red, and the 20k., black. I 
think these are about all tlie varieties. The tests for this issue are 
the same as those for the issue just described. In the lOk., the last 
K of KOPEK does not run into the stop after that word. 

Forged. 

Lithographed on thick, smooth laid paper, with the laid lines 
running straight up and down, or on thinnish, and rather hard, 
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white wove paper. The tests are exactly the same as for the 
forgeries of the first issue. In the lOk. there is a queer little tail to 
the last K of KOPEK, which rtms into the stop after that word. 

The genuine stamps are usually very badly printed, so that the 
arms and the lines of shading on the shield are all blotched and 
almost undecipherable. The forgeries are a little more clear and 
distinct. 

Postmarks. 
All the originals that I have seen were cancelled with a pen-and­

ink cross, or with a word, or part of a word written upon them. 
The forgeries are generally unobliterated ; but some of them bear 
part of a large circle or oval, with umeadable letters. 

Rep,.int.. 

There is a complete set of reprints of these envelopes ; but I have 
only seen them cut, so I am not able to say whether they are printed 
on envelopes like the originals, or in sheets. They are on thick, 
very smooth, w bite wove paper ; and look very clean and fresh, ancl 
are very much more carefully printed than the originals. These 
reprints sell at about 3s. 6d. each. The originals are worth from 
lOs. to 12s. 6d., cut; but are worth a good deal more entire. 

Issue of 1850. Envelopes; 5, 10, 20 kopeks. 

The stamps of this issue may be known from the very 
similar ones of 1856 by the bell-mouths of the post-horns 
below the shield having no balls or pearls in them; whereas, 
in the 1856 issue, each horn has a little white pearl in its 
mouth. 

Gemoine. 

Engraved, in a transverse oval, instead of the upright oval of the 
two issues of 1845, stamped on the flap of the envelope, in the 
following varieties : 

5k., blue, lOk., rose; both on thin, blue wove paper. 5k., 
blue, lOk., rose, 20k., black, and greenish-black, all on thick, 
yellowish-white wove paper. 

20k., black, and greenish-black, on white laid paper. This 
latter 20k. was the last issued of this set, and did not appear, 
I believe, until just before the next set with the pearls in the post­
horns, to be hereafter described. The design is much clearer than 
that of the two issues of 1845. There are seven five-pointed stars 
in the shield, and the lines in it are a good deal farther apart than 
in either the genuine or forged stamps of 18-!5. The lion's crown 
has five distinct rays or points to it. The point at the base of the 
shield is rather long and sharp, ancl it points exactly between the 
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crossed mouthpieces of the post-horns below it. The cross on the 
top of the large crown has a wedge-shaped base, as before, resting on 
tbe orb. There are nine pearls on each of the side arches of the 
large crown, and four pearls in the central arch. Issuing from the 
top of tbe lower circlet of the crown there are seven rays something 
like teeth, as in the last issue, though I did not mention them then, 
as the forgeries were similarly provided. The jewels in the lower 
circlet consist of five longish diamonds tolerably far apart with no 
dots between them. In some very darkly-printed copies I notice 
that the ground behind some of the diamonds is dark; but 
usually the jewels are light, on a light ground. The lion holds an 
uplifted sword in his right front paw, and treads on a short sheath 
with the other three, the left front paw coming just to the front end 
of the sheath. Neither of the post-horns touches the shield any­
where. The lettering on the left side is in Finnish, that on the 
right side is in Russ, the final letter on the right being like two 
capitall's joined together at the top. All the stops after the letters 
and figures are diamond-shaped. 

First Forgery. 

I have seen but one forgery of this set, very poorly done and not 
likely to deceive. Very coarsely lithographed on thick, soft, 
coarsely-made, white wove paper, showing the marks of the meshes 
of the canvass or wire-gauze very distinctly. There are only four stars 
on the shield, and they are six-pointed. The lion's tail is single, 
in.stead of being double like the genuine, and has a star at •the end 
of it, by way of tassel, I suppose. The crown on his head has no 
rays or points on it, and is very indistinct. The point at the base of 
the shield is very short, and points to the left of the centre of the 
crossing of the horns. The cross on the top of the large crown is 
too large, and very badly-shaped; it touches the outline of the 
frame above it ; and the lowest arm is not wedge-shaped. There are 
eleven pearls on the right arch of the crown, ten on the left arch, 
and none at all in the central arch. The orb is unshaded, though 
there ought to be two transverse lines across it. The circlet at the 
base of the crown is quite plain, and has no jewels upon it; there 
are no rays issuing from the top of the said circlet. The lion has no 
sword, and the sheath is so long that it reaches as far as the raised 
front paw. The middle curl of the right-hand post-horn touches 
the base of the shield. The final letter of the right-hand inscription 
is an English capital H ; and all the stops are round, or as nearly 
round as the artist could make them for the money. 

Second Forgery. 

Of this set I have seen only the 5 kopeks, and the 20 kopeks, 
cleanly lithographed on very thin, hru:d, white wove paper. There 
are eight stars in the shield, one being added just above the lion's 
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crown, which is not very plain. These stars are mostly fom-pointed, 
though the two in the rounded corners of the base of the shield are 
five-pointed. The pearls on the side arches of the crown are so 
exceedingly small, and so jumbled together, that it is quite impossible 
to count them, though there seem to be about twelve on the right­
hand arch, and thirteen on the left-hand one. The pearls in the 
central arch are even smaller still. The orb and cross are all on one 
side, leaning considerably over to the right; this can be seen in an 
instant, and is an easy test for these forgeries. On each side of the 
central diamond in the circlet at the base of the crown there is ~ 
little whiteS. Andrew's cross, which, of course, does not appear in 
the genuine. The stops in the inscription are all round, instead of 
being diamond-shaped. The word of value on the right-hand side 
reads KOIL, and has no stop after it ; this will suffice, of itself, to 
condemn this counterfeit. I do not think this set of forgeries is 
very common. I have only seen one specimen each of the 5 and 20 
kop., as mentioned above. They have a German look, but I do 
not know where they came from. 

Postrna>·ks. 
The genuine stamps are postmarked with a large transverse oblong, 

containing a Finnish inscription in large capitals, and some are 
found cancelled with a pen. The forgeries bear part of a large oval, 
containing lettering. 

Rep1·ints. 

The reprints of this issue are printed on very hard, very thick, 
very white wove paper, and look clean and fresh. They are more 
carefully printed than the originals, and are, of course, always 
unused. 

Issue of 1856. Envelopes and Adhesives, 5, 10 kopeks. 

There are some slight differences between these stamps and 
those of the issue just described; but the most noticeable points 
are, that there is a small white pearl in the open end of each 
of the post-horns, and a very small pearl underneath the crown, 
between it and the top of the shield, and so mew hat to the left 
of the centre; i.e., just above the face of the lion. The varieties 
are as follows: Envelopes, 5 k., blue, 10 k., rose, both on 
yellowish-white wove paper; 5 k., blue, 10 k., rose, both on 
thick, hard laid paper, with laid lines running obliquely. 
Adhesives, 5 k., blue, 10 k., rose, both on stoutish yellowish­
white wove paper. These adhesives are exactly like the en­
velopes, and, when the latter are cut, those on the wove paper 
cannot be distinguished from . the adhesives. 
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5 Kopeks. Ge11uine. 

Engraved as before, paper, &c., as preceding. The lion's paw 
holding the sword is only partly shaded, and the point of the npper 
tail almost touches the bend of the lower 
one. The pointed base of the shield goes 
down so low as to come almost into the 
angle formed by the crossed mouth-pieces 
of the horns. The dot between the top of 
the shield and the base of the crown is 
tolerably round. Three out of the five 
diamonds on the circlet at the base of the 
crown (i.e., the three to the left) have their 
points drawn out so as to touch, thus all 
the three are linked together. There are 
three distinct pearls in the central arch of the crown, and there i• 
some appearance of a fourth just at the very point of the central ray 
which touches them, and they and the ray are all joined to~ether. 
All the stops are very large, and very distinctly diamond-shaped. 
The pearls in the wide ends of the post-horns are perfectly round, 
and the left-hand one is a good deal larger than the other. The 
final letter of the right-hand inscription is, as before, like two 
capital l's, with a line running across the top from one of the 
uprights to the other. The crown is put exactly midway between 
the two sides of the shield. 

5 Kopeks. Forged. 

Lithographed on white or bluish-white wove paper. The paw of 
the lion which holds the sword is of absolutely solid colour, and is 
much the darkest part of the whole of the design on the shield. 
The point of the upper tail does not nearly touch the rounded part 
of the under one ; in fact, there is a &ood space between them. The 
dot between the top of the shield and the base of the crown is of a 
very well-marked diamond-shape. The five diamond-shaped jewels 
on the circlet at the base of the crown do not touch each other. 
There are three small pearls in the central arch of the crown ; but 
they appear to hang down from the orb above them, and do not 
touch the pointed ray beneath them. Some copies have no stop 
after the 5 on the left-hand side, and those which have it show the 
stop rounder and smaller than the others. The pearls in the open 
ends of the post-horns are anything hut round, and both are about 
the same size. The final letter of the right-hand inscription i ~ 
formed by two capital l's, without any line running across to join 
their tops together. The crown is slightly nearer to the right-hand 
side of the shield than to the left-hand side. The pointed base of 
the shield is very short, and does not go near the angle formed by 
the crossed mouthp1eces of the post-horns. 

!\( 
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10 Kopeks. Genuine. 

Engraved as before, paper, &c., as described above. The upper 
tail of the lion is very wide at the end, and touches the rounded 
part of the lower one. There are four vertical lines of shading on 
the arm which holds the sword. The white dot between the top of 
the shield and the base of the crown is diamond-shaped. There are 
three pearls in the central arch of the crown, indistinct, and far 
apart. The two sides of this central arch pr{\ject slightly above the 
level of the side arches, but do not stand up higher than the pearls 
on the said side arches. The uppermost star on the left-hand side of 
the shield just touches the upper boundary-line of the shield, and 
the uppermost star on the right-hand side very nearly touches the 
boundary-line above it in a similar manner. There is a tiny dark 
dot to the right of the uppermost star on the right-hand side of the 
shield, caused by the vertical line of shading being broken. The 
point at the base of the shield is like that of the genuine 5 kopeks, 
and comes down to almost within the angle formed by the crossed 
mouthpieces of the post-horns. These mouthpieces are of a sort of 
funnel-shape. The pearls in the large ends of the horns are very 
small, and the right-hand one is a little the larger of the two. 
The last letter of the right-hand inscription is, as before, distinctly 
joined at the top. 

10 Kopeks. Forged. 

Lithographed on slightly yellowish, very thin, white wove paper. 
The upper tail of the lion is not particularly wide at the end, and it 
does not nearly touch the rounded part of the lower tail. There is 
one oblique line of shading on the arm which holds the sword. The 
white dot between the top of the shield and the base of the crown 
is round. There appear to be four pearls on the central arch of the 
crown; but I am not quite sure, as they are very indistinct, and very 
close together. The two sides of this central arch project a great 
deal too far above the level of the side arches; in fact, they come up 
almost as high as the very top ·or the orb, and far above the level of 
the pearls on the side arches. The stars in the npper corners of the 
shield are at some distance from the outline of the top of the shield. 
There is no dot to the right of the right-hand top star. The point 
at the base of the shield is like that of the forged 5 kopeks, and 
does not go neru· the angle formed by the crossed mouthpieces of the 
post-horns; besides which it is placed too much to the left, instead 
of being central. The said mouthpieces end in things just like 
button mushrooms, instead of being funnel-shaped. The pearls in 
the large ends of the horns are far too large, being almost as large as 
those of the genuine and forged 5 kopeks, and the left-hand one is 
larger than the other. The last letter of the right-hand inscription 
has no join at the top. 
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Poshncuks. 
The genuine are very often only pen-stroked; but many copies bear 

part of a large circle, which contains name and date. I have some­
times seen both these cancellations on a stamp together. Sometimes 
also a word is written upon the stamp ; and I have seen this both on 
the envelopes and adhesives. The forgeries usually bear a small 
circle, smaller than the size of the stamp instead of larger, containing 
lettering and fi gures; and some of them are pen-stroked besides. 

Reprints. 
These stamps have been reprinted on very white, very harJ, thick 

wove paper, the impressions, though very dean and fresh, showing 
a very marked deterioration of the dies, and being generally blotchy. 

When the amateur has got thus far in collecting Finland stamps 
he usually becomes rather "mixed" in his ideas ; for the varieties 
are certainly mther puzzling. In the stamps now to be described 
there are two different types of the envelopes, one having only seven 
stars in the shield, the shield itself being shaded with fine vertical 
lines; and the other having an additional star just over the lion's head, 
and having the lines in the shield far apart. The first type is found, 
normally, impressed on yellowish white wove paper ; but the 
authorities, I suppose, found that it would be a pity to waste all the 
stock of the oval envelopes, and so impressed this new rectangular 
design upon the old envelopes in the left-hand upper corner, at the 
salile time cancelling the oval stccmp which hall origianlly heen 
struck on the flap. Thus the present set is found on the thick laid 
paper of the earlier set, with the laid lines running oblil1Uely ; also 
on the yellowish white wove paper of which I have just spokell, 
&c. ; but it would take up too much space to attempt to describe 
each variety, as they have little to do with the detection of counter­
feits, so I hall hetter, perhaps, simply give Moens's li st of the double 
envelopes. 

Of the seven-star type he gives : 
5 kop., on the 5 kop. of 1850. 
5 kop., on the 10 kop. of 1850. 
5 kop., on the 20 kop. of 1850. 

Of the eight-star type he gives : 
5 kop., on the 5 kop. of 1850. 
5 kop., on the lO kop. of 1850. 

10 kop., on the lO kop. of 1845. 
10 kop., on the 20 kop. of 1845. 
10 kop., on the 5 kop. of 1850. 

As the paper varies in these old envelopes of 1845, &c., it will be, 
of course, understood that it will naturally vary for these "economy­
envelopes" now under discussion ; and thus the variety-seeker will 
have enough to do to fill his pages of Finland. If any argument .. 
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were needed for the retention of entire en vel opes it would be 
supplied by these envelopes; for it is impossible to show both the 
stamps unless the whole envelope be kept. But now for the tests of 
the genuine. 

Issue of 1860. Type 1., seven stars; 5, 10 kop. 

Genuine. 

Engraved in epargne on any, or all, of the different kinds of paper 
hitherto mentioned. The stars in the shield are all small.and five­
pointed. There seem to be twenty-one lines in the shield, counting 
them along the extreme base of the shield ; but they are difficult to 
see clearly. The cross on the top of the crown comes almost under 
the tail of the K above it. The lion has two tails, and a face like 
that of a monkey. The shield has a thick outline all the way 
round, except just under the base of the large crown. The lower 
peak of the shield points to the tail-end of the K below it. There 
are nine upward-pointing" keys" of the key-pattern in the left-hand 
frame, and nine downward-pointing "keys" in the right-hand 
frame. The white lines which define the circlet at the base of the 
large crown are very much curved upwards in the middle. The orb 
on the top of the crown, underneath the cross, is very distinct. The 
final letter of the upper inscription is joinecl at its top, but not at 
the bottom ; and the two upright lines of the letter are far apart. 
It will be understood that all these tests serve equally for the 5 and 
10 kop. 

Forged. 

I have only seen the 10 kop. forged, but the tests given above will 
easily serve to detect the 5 kop., if that value should exist. It is. 
lithographed on thinnish, white wove paper, rather hard. The star& 
in the shield are large, flat-looking, and all six-pointed. There are 
only eighteen lines of shading in the shield. The cross on the top 
of the crown comes exactly under the straight commencing stroke 
of the K above it. The lion has only one tail, and that has a large 
tassel at the end of it, instead of the small bulbs at the ends of the 
tails in the genuine. The lion's face is something like that of a 
man, with a pointed beard ; but it is not very distinct. The shield 
has a thick outline only at the base and the right-hand side, and its 
lower peak points to the first stroke of the K below it. There are 
only eight upward-pointing "keys" in the left-hand frame, and the 
same number of downward-pointing "keys" in the right-hand 
frame. The white lines which define the circlet at the base of the 
crown are not nearly so curved as in the genuine ; in fact, the upper 
one is almost straight. The orb on the top of the crown is almost 
invisible. The two perpendicular lines forming the last letter of the 
upper inscription are joined by cross-strokes both at the top and 
bottom, and are so close together that they almost run together. 
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Same issue. Adhesiv es , 5 , 10 kop., seven stars. 

Genuine. 
These are exactly the same as the envelopes 

just described ; but they are printed on toned 
wove paper, which is very distinctly coloured 
throughout its substance, and are perforated "en 
serpentin." This mode of separation ought rather 
to be called " roulette," for there is no portion 
of the paper removed ; but the stamps dovetail, 
as it were, into each other. I think it is about 
the very worst mode of separation which could 
well have been imagined ; for any attempt to 
tear two stamps apart almost invariably results in a much more 
extensive tear than was intended. It is needless to repeat the tests 
for this set, as the stamps are exactly the same as the envelopes. 

F'orged. 

I have not yet seen any forgeries of these adhesives ; but if there 
should be any, the tests for the genuine envelopes will serve to 
detect them. 

Issue of 1860. Secon d type, eight sta rs , 5 , 10 k op . 

Genuine. 
Engraved in epargne as before, on any, or all of the papers 

hitherto mentioned for the envelopes. There are some differences 
between the two stamps of this set. For instance, the wavy lines 
outside the central oval are very wide apart in the 5 kop., and very 
close together in the lO kop. I will take, however, the points 
common to both values. The blade of the sword is single. The 
head of the lion has the same monkey-face as before. The lettering 
of the two inscriptions is so tall as to extend to the very top and 
bottom of the containing labels. The top figure of value is even 
further from the K of the inscription than the bottom figure is from 
the K following it. The circlet at the base of the crown contains three 
very distinct diamond-shaped jewels, and portions of two others. 
Both the upper corners of the shield are sharp, and the base of the 
shield does not touch the dotted oval anywhere. There are ninety­
two dots in the o~al in the 5 kop., and eighty-four in the 10 kop. 
There are fourteen vertical lines of shading in the shield of the 5 kop., 
and seventeen in the shield of the 10 kop., not counting the outlines 
of the shield itself. 

Forged. 
The counterfeiters have made an adhesive of this, and have not 

thereby improved its appearance. Lithographed, in a very blotchy 
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way, on thin, white wove paper, pin-prickecl 14. I only possess the 
10 kop. of this set of forgeries. The blacle of the sworcl is clouble, 
so that the lion appears to have two sworcls in his hancl or paw. 
His heacl is like that of a goat, with a little, pointecl beard, ancl 
open mouth. The lettering of the upper ancl lower inscriptions is 
far too low ancl clumpy, so that the figures ancl letters clo not extend 
nearly to the top and bottom of their containing labels. The o of 
the top 10 is almost touching the K immediately following it, but 
the o of the lower 10 is at a goocl clistance from the K which 
follows it. The circlet at the base of the crown contains six oblong­
white clots, not very distinct. The right-hand upper corner of the 
shield has been cut oft', and the rounclecl portion of the base of the 
shield on the right -hand side touches the clotted oval, ancl the 
similar portion on the left-hand side almost touches it. There are 
only sixty -fonr dots in the oval , ancl no fewer than twenty- fi ve 
vertical lines of shading in the shield. 

Postmarks. 

In both these issues the genuine are usually cancellecl either with 
a pen-stroke, or with two lines of capitals in an oblong frame. The 
forgeries bear either a set of fi ve parallel bars, or an inscription in 
an oval with a very peculiar, thin , wavy outline. 

The cancellation on the flap design on the " economy-envelopes" 
is a simple cross in pen-and-ink. 

Issue of 1866. 8 Pennia, adhesive. 

1'here is, of course, a full set of the 
genuine, comprising 5, 8, 10, 20, 40 pen., 
anll 1 mark; all, by the way, differing 
greatly from each other; but I have only 
met with the 8 pen. forged. 

Genuine. 

Engraved in epnrgne as before, Oil cololll'e<l 
wove or laid paper, very thin ; serpentine roulette. The lion has 
the usual monkey-face, and the month is shut. There are three 
distinct, diamond-shaped jewels in the circlet at the base of the 
crown, and portions of two others. The shield bears 20 vertical 
lines of shading, countecl from the base, and not including the out­
lines of the shield itself. There are 105 clots in the oval, ancl they 
are all more or less square. The base of the shield is a long way 
from these clots. The wavy lines outsicle the oval are rather coarse, 
and far apart, so that they show no tendency to run together. The 
large crown is a long way from the dottecl oval. 
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Forged. 

This is a fair copy, but the printing is so badly done that it is not 
likely to deceive in its present state. Lithographed on thick, bluish­
"reen wove paper unperforated. The lion has the goat's face of the 
last-described forgery, with open month and pointed beard. There 
ai'e eight oblong blotches in the circlet at the base of the crown, and 
several of these blotches run together. The shield bears about 27 
lines of shading, but they are very much blotched, and difficult to 
count. The oval has only 64 clots, and most of them are round 
instead of square. The rounded base of the shield, at the right­
hand side, touches the dots, and the left-hand side of the shield 
almost touches them also. The crown comes very close to the 
clots, indeed it almost touches them on the left-hand side. The 
wavy lines outside the oval are very fine and close together, so that 
they almost touch each other. 

Postmarks. 

The genuine stamps are usually cancelled with a rough circle, 
containing name and elate. The forgeries bear the five parallel bars 
as before. 

N.B.-The description given above will only serve for the 8 
pennia; for, as I have said, the different values vary greatly, each 
being separately engraved. 

I have not seen any forgeries of the current issue. 

FRANCE. 

Issue of 1849-50. 10, 15, 20, 20, 40c., lfr. 

Genuine. 

Very nicely engraved, on thickish wove paper, 
more or less tinted, but never quite white. In the 
large majority of copies the paper presents a very 
strong yellowish tinge, probably clue to age. The 
fifth clotted line of shading on the neck, counting 
from the bottom, goes right across the neck from 
front to back. There are five very distinct ear' of 
wheat in the head-dress, on the side shown, and the tips of two 
other ears can be seen peeping round from the other side of the head. 
The front of the eyebrow does not touch the front outline of the 
face. There is a distinct line of shading on the lower lip to mark 
the form of the red part of it. There are ninety-seven pearls round 
the portrait, all large, round, very close together, and most of them 
touching the white ring outside them. The key-pattern down the 
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left-hand side of the stamp has four entire "keys" pointing out­
wards, in the part of the frame which is above the central circle, 
and a portion of a fifth "key" as well ; there are also four entire 
ones and part of a fifth in the lower portion of this left-hand frame. 
The key-pattern on the right-hand side of the stamp has four entire 
"keys" both above and below the central circle, counting, as before, 
only those "keys" which are turned outwards. There is a small 
but distinct stop both before and after every word, &c., of both 
inscriptions. Taking the 25c. value for instance, the inscriptions 
run . REPUB. FRANC . • 25 . C • POSTES • 25 . C • The line above the 
frame of the value-label is the same width as the similar white line 
below the name-label. The vine-leaf in the head-dress is very 
distinct, and there are seventeen grapes in the bunch, though several 
of them are partly hidden by the rest. 

Forged. First Set. 

I have before me a full series of this set of counterfeits. They 
are lithographed on very white wove paper, rather thicker than the 
llenuine. The fifth line of shading on the neck, counting from the 
oottom, does not go across from the back to the front. The ears of 
wheat on the front of the head-dress are here represented by very 
long willow-leaves, a little more serrated at the edges than willow­
leaves usually are, and there seem to be only four of them, all in one 
bunch, instead of two separate bunches or groups. The tips of the 
two ears of wheat which ought to be visible from the other side of 
the head are absent. The front of the eyebrow just touches the 
front outline of the face. There is no line of shading on the lower 
lip to mark the shape of the red part of it. There are just one 
hundred pearls round the portrait ; they are small and far apart, 
and none of them touch the white ring round them. There are only 
four outward-turned "keys" in the top half of the left-hand frame, 
four in the bottom half, and the same number in each of the halves 
of the right-hand frame. The· stops before and after the different 
words and figures of the two inscriptions are so very small as to be 
almost invisible, and, in several of the values, the stop before REPUB., 
and the one before the first figure in the bottom label, are absent. 
The white line above the frame of the value-label is very much 
wider and more prominent than the similar white line below . RE­
l'UB. FRANC. The large leaf in the head-dress is not much like 
a vine-leaf. There seem to be only fifteen grapes in the bunch, but 
they are very indistinct, and difficult to count. 

Forged. Second Set. 

Of this set I have only seen the 25c., and the 1 franc, very 
coarsely lithographed on particularly rough, coarse, wove paper, of a 
decidely yellowish tint. The fifth line of shading on the neck does 
not go across from back to front. The ears of corn are tolerably 
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well represented, but the two which ought to show from the other 
side of the head are absent. The vine-leaf is very badly drawn, and 
there are only fourteen grapes in the bunch. There are only 
eighty-six pearls round the circle, and they are exceedingly small , 
and very far apart, and none of them touch the white ring round 
them. The eyebrow touches the outline of the front of the face. 
There is a large stop between the words REPUB • FRANC, and a stop 
each side of the word POSTES in the lower label. There is no line of 
shading on the lower lip to mark the outline of the red part ; but 
the lip is almormally hollowed out in the part where the" imperial" 
would grow in a man. There are four outward-turned "keys" of 
the key-pattern in both halves of the frame down the left-hand side 
of the stamp, four in the lower half of the right-hand frame, and 
five in the upper half of it; but the two immediately above the 
circle in this latter compartment are jumbled together. I do not 
think this set ought to deceive anybody, the execution is so very 
coarse. 

Forged. Third Set. 

Of this set I have only the l franc, though I think I have seen 
others some time ago. It is lithographed in a peculiar sort of orange­
red, on thick, hard wove paper, of a pale yellow tint, not yellowish­
white. None of the dotted lines of shading on the neck run right 
across from back to front. There are five ears of wheat, moderately 
distinct, in the headdress ; but they are in one group instead of two, 
and there are none visible from the other side. The front of the 
eyebrow is a long way from the outline of the front of the face, even 
more distant than in the genuine. The red part of the lower lip i" 
outlined as in the genuine. There are eighty-six very small pearls 
round the circle, far apart, and not touching the white ring round 
them. There are four outward-turned "keys" in each of the fom 
pieces of key-pattern at the sides. All the stops in the inscription 
are as in the genuine, except the one before the first 1, and the one 
after the last FR., both of which are absent. The leaf is like that of 
a horse-chestnut, and there are only sixteen grapes in the bunch. 

Postmarks. 

These, in the genuine, are very various. My earliest copies bear 
a diamond-shaped frame, filled with crossed lines in a sort of lattice­
work ; others have a diamond of large square dots ; others a diamond 
of small round dots, with numerals in the centre of the diamond 
among the dots ; others have a six-pointed star, composed of small 
round dots, and with numerals in the centre of the star. But the 
latter cancellation is not common on this set, being more used later 
on. The forgeries bear either the lattice-work diamond, or a square 
of oblong dots. There is a 20c., blue, of this set, which is rare. It 
must not be taken for a forgery, but was simply an error. I do not 
remember ever having seen a used copy. 
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Issue of 1852. Presidency, lOc., 25c. 

These stamps, it will be remembered, have the head of 
Napoleon replacing that of Liberty ; but still bear the old 
inscription RllPUB • FRANC. 

Genuine. 

Engraved on similar paper to that of the first 
issue, but a little softer. The shading on the chin 
comes forward as far as the point of the moustache, 
and the base of the imperial. The front of the 
neck is shaded down to the very bottom. There 
is some very light shading along the front of the 
nose. Below the bottom of the neck there is a 
very distinct B, the initial of the engraver, whose 
name was Barre, I believe. This can be seen very 

easily, and is a good test. There are eighty-eight pearls in the circle. 
The rest of the frame seems to be an exact copy of the first issue. 

Forged. 

Rather nicely lithographed on thick, wove paper, very white. The 
shading on the chin does not touch either the imperial or the point 
of the moustache. There is no shading at all down the front of the 
neck, nor on the front of the nose. The engraver's initial is wanting. 
The circle contains· only eighty-five pearls. There are only three 
outward turns in each of the lower key-pattern ornaments at the 
sides, and four similar ones in each of the upper ornaments. Besides 
all these discrepancies, there is one very marked thing which strikes 
the eye at once, and that is the very broad white line right across the 
stamp, just above the lower inscription, which is two or three times 
as broad as the similar line below the upper inscription. This is 
certainly the most marked feature of these counterfeits, and is of 
itself quite enough to condemn them. 

Postmarks. 

All my own genuine copies bear the large six-pointed star, com­
posed of small round dots, with numerals in the centre of the star ; 
but I have seen others cancelled with the diamond of large square 
dots. The forgeries are obliterated with a diamond or square of 
large oblong dots, or with a similar square of pear-shaped dots. 

Issue of 1853-60; Empire; 1 franc. 

I have only met with the 1 franc of this set forged; but it is 
quite possible that others may exist, even though there may 
not be a full set. 
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Genuine. 

Engraved on rather strongly-toned wove paper. The tests for 
this stamp are exactly the same as those for the genuine Presidency 
issue just described, except that the upper inscription reads EMPIRE 
~'RANC. instead of REPUB. FRANC., and that the engraver's initial at 
the base of the neck is absent. The number of pearls in the circle, 
key-pattern, &c., are just as before. 

Forged. 

Same as the forgeries of the Presidency issue, except for the 
necessary alteration from REPUB. to EMPIRE. In this stamp the 
white line across the stamp, forming the upper outline of the bottom 
label, is narrower, and n1ore like the genuine. The wrong shading, 
and the defective key-pattern, as in the last-named forgeries, will 
Ruffice to detect this counterfeit. 

Postnwdcs. 

I fancy there 1s not much variety in the cancellation of the 
gemune. My own specimens are all obliterated with the large 
square of clots already clescnbed. The forgeries have a square of 
variously- shaped clots, some small and irregular, others large 
and pe,r-shapecl. 

Issue of 1869. 5 Francs. 

Genuine. 

Engraved in lfpetrgne on tinted 
wove paper, perforated l3i. The 
circle round the head contains sixtv­
fom pearls. There is a distit1ct 
five-lobed leaf at each corner of 
the inside oblong. The tigure 5 is 
equidistant between the outside of 
the circle and the inside line of the 
inner frame. The value is generally 
of a different tint from that of the 
rest of the stamp, being printed afterwards. All the lettering i< iu 
very thin French type. The Emperor's eye is well open, witlt a 
distinct pupil. There is a very strong wrinkle on the forehead. The 
key-pattern bordering is very thin, being distinctly thinner than the 
letters of the inscription at the top and bottom of the stamp. The 
clots at the four corners of the stamp are small and ronnel. There is 
a distinct cedilla under the c of ~'RAK9AIS. The M of Eli!PIRE is 
rather like an inverted w, as is also the M of TIMBRE. 
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Forged. 

Lithographed on wove, and also on vertically-laid paper, hoth 
being thinner and harder than the genuine ; badly perforated 13. 
The front of the paper has been tinted with a surface-colouring. 
There are only sixty-three pearls round the head. The five-lobed 
leaves are extremely indistinct, being generally nothing more than 
blotches. The back of the 5 nearly touches the outline of the 
circle ; but this is not a particularly trustworthy test, as I have 
found that the position of the genuine 5 occasionally varies. The 
inscription 5 F is exactly the same tint as the rest of the impression. 
All the lettering is thick and clumsy. The eye is nearly closed, and 
the pupil is indistinct. There is no \Vrinkle on the forehead. The 
key-pattern border is as thick as the lettering. The dots at the fom 
corners are blotchy, the one in the left-hand lower corner being oval 
instead of round. There is no cedilla under the c of FRANCAIS. 
The M of EMPIRE is an unmistakable w turned upside down, and so 
is the M of TIMBRE. The colour of the stamp is a redder shade than 
that of the originals. 

Postma:rks. 

My genuine copies all bear the large six-pointed star of small 
round dots, with numerals in the centre, as described above. The 
forgeries are cancelled, not to say daubed, with five extremely thick 
parallel bars. 

FRENCH COLONIES. 

Issue of 1860-65. 1, IS, 10, 20, 40, SOc. 

There are two sets of counterfeits of these stamps; the first 
set being rather good, the second very bad, and not at all likely 
to prove deceptive. 

Genuine. 

Nicely engraved in epargne on toned paper, 
wove, and rather thin. There is a small, but 
distinct cross at the top of the crown, which ie 
upright, and comes under the fil'st stroke of the 
M of EMPIRE. The ground on which the eagle is 
standing touches the inner circle of pearls at both 
ends. There are ninety-si.x pearls in the said inner 

circle, and one hundred and twelve in the outer circle. All the 
stops in the inscription are of equal size. The ground-work, behind 
the eagle, is composed of thirty-six horizontal lines-counting them 
to the left of the eagle- with small, coloured dots in the channels 
between the lines. There is a very distinct apostrophe between the 
L and E of L'EMPIRE. 
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Ji'i,-st Forgtry. 

Nicely lithographed on toned paper, both laid and wove, ancl 
rather thick. The little cross on the top of the crown is not par­
ticularly distinct, and appears to be leaning far too much over to the 
right, coming slightly to the right of the first stroke of the M of 
EMPIRE. The ground on which the eagle stands touches the pearled 
circle at both ends, as in the genuine. This "ground," by the way, 
is, I believe, intended for one of Jupiter's thunderbolts grasped in 
the eagle's claws, but it is not very distinct, either in the genuine 
or in the counterfeit. There are only ninety-two pearls in the 
inner circle, and one hundred and fifteen in the outer one ; and all 
the pearls are inclined to be oval or oblong, inst!¥ld of round. The 
stops after the letters and liglll'es of value are not all of the same 
size, some of them being almost invisible. The groundwork behind 
the eagle has the same number of lines as the genuine, but many of 
the dots between the lines are absent. The apostrophe between 
the L attd E of L'EMPIRE is more like an accent than a comma in 
shape. 

Second Forgery. 

Coarsely lithographed on very yellowish-white wove paper, thicker 
and harder than the genuine. The cross at the top of the crown is 
a complete faillll'e, having hardly any perpendicular stroke, and the 
horizontal stroke being absurdly too long. The ground or thunder­
bolt on which the eagle is standing does not touch the pearls of the 
inner circle on either side. There are ninety-two pearls in the inner 
circle, of all shapes and sizes ; and one hundred and fourteen in the 
outer circle, most of them similarly malformed. The stop before 
COLONIES is absent, and the others are of different sizes. The 
groundwork behind the ea<>Je, counting on the left side, bas thirty­
two horizontal lines of shading, but there are no dots in the channels 
between the lines. There is no apostrophe between the L and E of 
L'EMPIRE. 

Postma•·ks. 

I have only noticed two varieties of cancellation on the genuine; 
the first is a diamond of dots, with two or three letters of the name 
of the colony in the centre, MQE, for instance, standing for Marti­
nique ; and the second is a double circle, the outer one plain, the 
inner one dotted, containing name and date, &c. This latter 
obliteration is exactly like the postmark on the current French, 
except that the inner circle is dotted, instead of plain. The cancella­
tion of the forgeries is a diamond of dots, without any letters in the 
centre. 

I have seen no forgeries of the later sets; but of course this does 
not prove that there are none. The second of the above-described 
counterfeits is very badly done, and hardly worthy of a place in this 
book. 
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GREECE. 
Paris-printed, 1861 ; Athens-printed, 1862. 

Some of the forgeries of the stamps of this 
country are remarkably well done, and would 
deceive most persons at a first glance ; but some 
are just as bad as the others are good, and 
ought not to take in even our youngest brethren. 
The originals, as my readers know, are primarily 
divided into two sets; those printed at Paris, 

which are very finely executed, and with very light shading, 
especially on the neck ; and those printed at Athens, which are 
much coarser in execution, and with much heavier shading on 
the neck, &c. The former have no numeral at the back, except 
the 10 lepta, which has a very large 10 upon it ; whilst the 
latter have a numeral, except the 1 and 2 lepta, whilst the 10 
lepta of this latter set has a small 10. The Athens-printed 
stamps vary a good deal; those earliest issued were very much 
better done than the later ones, so that it would be possible to 
make an early and late Athens-printed set, as well as a P aris­
printed one. 

Genuine. 
Engmveil in lfpw-gne on wove paper, varying very greatly in 

colour, from yellowish-white to very strongly toned, and in texture 
and substance from the very transparent and hard peh<re paper on 
which many of the specimens of the 40 lepta, especially, are printed, 
to quite stout and much softer paper. There are eighty-eight pearl" 
in the circle round the head of Mercury, and they are large, uniform, 
and close together. The shading on the neck goes almost up to the 
very outline of the back of the neck, only leaving the faintest 
possible white line to show up the neck from the background. The 
back peak of Mercury's winged cap is blunt. The outline of the 
central circle is so very close to the outer edges of the side-frames 
that there is hardly room in the narrowest part to draw even a fine 
line between the circle anil the edges of the said frames. The grounil­
work in the corners, outside the central circle, is composed of wavy 
lines, with small coloured dots all along the channels between the wavy 
lines. The upper half of the frame, clown the left-hand side of the 
stamp, shows three outward turns of the key-pattern, and also a very 
faint line, not connected with them, which marks a portion of another 
outward turn of the pattern, but which might be very easily over­
looked. This same thing will be seen more clistiuctly in both halve« 
of the key-pattern in the frame down the right-hand side of the stamp, 
but the lower half of the left-hand frame does not show it. 
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First Forgery. 

Lithographed on white or tinted wove paper, moderately stout. 
Those which are supposed to imitate the Paris-printed set have no 
figure on the back, not even in the 10 lepta value ; the others have 
the figure, as in the genuine ; the face of the stamp in each case 
being exactly the same, and not differing in the shading as in the 
two genuine issues. There are only seventy-five pearls in the central 
circle, but they are moderately uniform. The easiest test is that the 
shading on the back of the neck does not go anything like up to the 
outline of the back of the neck ; but leaves a broad line of white to 
mark the back of the neck, which is very conspicuous. The hack 
peak of Mercury's winged cap is lJUite sharp. The outline of the 
central circle is at some little distance from the outer edges of the 
side-frames, so much so that in the narrowest part it would be 
almost possible to draw a row of pearls (of the same size as those in 
the circle) between the outline of the circle and the edges of the 
side-frames. The groundwork in the corners, outside the central 
circle, is composed uf wavy lines, somewhat as in the genuine, but 
there are no dots to be seen between the wavy lines. The upper 
half of the left-hand key-pattern has only three outward turns, 
without any indication of any part of another turn. 

Second Forgery. 

This is very poor compared with the one just described. Litho­
graphed on w bite or tinted paper, something like that of the 
gennine, with or without the figure at the back, according to which 
issue they are intended to represent. There are only sixty-six pearls 
in the central circle; some of them are mere oblong dashes, and 
all of them are very much too small. There is, as in the first 
forgery, a very distinct white line down the back of the neck, and 
the lines of shading near it are very much too short. Mercury's 
winged cap is very indistinct and blurred. The outline of the cen­
tral circle is a long way from the edges of the side-frames, so that 
two rows of the pearls might almost be placed in the narrowest part, 
between the outline of the circle and the edges of the side-frame~. 
The groundwork in the corners, outside the central circle, is com­
posed of straight lines, instead of wavy ones, and there are no dots 
between the lines. The key-pattern in the side-frames is very badly 
and unevenly drawn. 

Postrnarks. 

The genuine stamps bear either a large diamond of small dots, 
with numeral in the centre, or else two concentric circles, with name 
between the circles, and date in the centre. The forgeries have the 
diamond of dots, hut without the numeral in the centre. 

It will he noticed that I have not gone minutely into the differ­
ences between the two sets of the genuine. I did not think it 
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necessary, because, as I have already said, the forgeries which are 
supposed to represent the Paris-printed set only differ from the ones 
supposed to represent the Athens-printed set in having no numeral 
at the back. 

Some copies of the forged 20 lepta are in a bluish slate-colour, 
and many of the others are in very peculiar shades ; but the genuine 
stamps vary so enormously in •hade that it would be useless to call 
attention to the vagaries of either genuine or forged. Some of the 
later stamps printed at Athens are most shamefully done, and are 
mere blotches of colour ; the dies, I should say, having about as 
much ink on them for one single impression as would very well serve 
for at least three clear copies. 

GRANADA CONFEDERATION. 

Many of the stamps of this country being uncommon, and 
some of them decidedly rare, I need hardly say that the forgers 
have tried their hands, more or less successfully, on most of the 
issues. As the originals are only lithographed, the forgeries are 
rather above the average; but still I do not think I should class 
any of them as dangerous counterfeits, except the second, or 
latest, forgery of the 1861 set, which is extremely good, being 
done, I believe, by the photo-lithographic process. 

Mr. Pemberton, in his Handbook, says, speaking of the issues 
of 1859 and 1860, "Most excellent counterfeits, transferred by 
lithography from the original stamps, have been made of these 
issues, notably of the 1 peso." I have unfortunately not been able 
to meet with any of the said forgeries, except that of the 20c. 
of 1860, now to be described. 

Issue of 1860. 20 Centavos, blue. 

This is the issue with arms on white shield, with 
small figures of value above and below the shield, 
on a ground of wavy vertical lines. The full set 
includes the 2~, 5, 10, 20c., and 1 peso; but I 
have only seen the forgery of the 20c., as men­
tioned above. 

Gemtine. 

Lithographed, generally in shades of dark ultramarine, on greyish 
white wove paper, thin, and rather hard. The lowest compartment 
of the shield contains an isthmus, dar·kly shaded with wavy hori­
zontallines. The portion of sea above the isthmus is very nearly 
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as large as the somewhat similar portion below it; and the dark 
object in the centre of the lower sea is shaped like the hull of a 
boat, without masts or sails. The very curious object in the top 
compartment of the shield is shaded with irregular oblique lines. 
There are forty-four large, rounu, and uniform pearls in the circle 
round the shield. The plain white circle outside the pearls is very 
wide, almost as wiue as the diameter of one of the pearls, and wider 
than the width of the white strokes of any of the letters of the 
inscription. The figures of value above the top of the shield are 
very nearly the same size as the corresponding figures below the base 
of the shield ; perhaps they may be just the least trifle bigger. There 
are forty \\·avy line, of "hading in the hackgrotmd above the shield, 
and forty-one below it, though they are not very easy to count. The 
outline of the white circle outside the pearls is broken at the sides, 
and runs into the inner side-frames just by the D of CONFED., and by 
the CIO of NACIONALES. The stop between CENT. 20 is midway 
between the T and the 2, aml almost touches both. The s of 
NACIONALES is just level \\~th the angle of the inner frame to the 
left of it. 

/i'aryed. 

Lithographed, in more or less slaty-blue, and also in pale rose, on 
white wove paper, thicker and softer than the genuine. The isth­
mus in the lowest compartment of the shleld is dotted with several 
irregular blotches, and with no lines of shading on it anywhere. 
The portion of sea above the isthmus is not more than a quarter of 
the size of the corresponding portion below it. The dark object in 
the lower sea is a transverse oblong. The curious object in the top 
compartment is shaded with about sixteen vertical lines. There are 
forty-five pearls in the circle round the shleld, and most of them are 
oblong instead of round, and they are all much too small. The plain 
white circle outsiue the pearls is narrow, even narrower than the 
white strokes of the letters of the inscription. The figures of value 
above the top of the tihielcl arc a good deal larger than the corres­
ponding figures below the shield. There are forty-four wavy lines of 
shading abo,·e the shield, and thirty-eight below it; and many of 
them are. blotched, ancl run together, so that they are even more 
difficult to count than the genuine. The outline of the plain white 
circle outside the pearls is broken on the left side, and does not l'tm 
into the frame to tbc left of it, but appears to go tmder it. The out­
line of th is circle is complete on the right side, and does not even 
touch the frame to the right of it. The stop between cENT. 20 does 
not touch either of the letters, but is very much nearer to the 2 than 
to the T. The letters of the lower inscription are tall and thin, 
reaching almost from top to bottom of the frame ; but they are 
stumpy in the genuine, and do not nearly reach from top to bottom 
of the frame. The s of NACIONALES is lower than the level of the 
corner of the inner frame to the left of it. 

N 
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Postrna.·ks. 

The genuine stamps usually bear two rather large concentric ovals, 
with an ornamental line in the centre, and name in thick capitals 
between the ovals. The forgeries are obliterated with a rectangle of 
large, sc1uare dots. Both genuine and forged are also occasionally found 
cancelled with a written word. 

Issue of 1861 (?) 2i, 5, 10 , 20 c.; Un Peso. 

The stamps of this set have always been rare, but the 
forgeries are very plentiful. Of the latter there are at least 
five distinct sets. 

Gennine. 

Lithographed on very thin, yellowish -white 
wove paper. The shield, as in the issue just 
described, is divided into three portions, the 
central one only being white. The upper portion 
of the shield contains two horns of plenty, their 
mouths turned towards each other, and an un­
known thing between them, which is of an oval 
shape, with an oblique line in the centre of it. 
This upper portion is shaded with nine hori­

zontal lines on the left side, and eight on the right side, counting 
the bottom line in each case. The central portion contains a 
cap of Liberty on a pole. The lower portion contains an isthmus, 
with a ship on each side of the isthmus, though the said ships 
arc represented merely by blotches. The left top corner of the 
shield is a good deal higher and more pointed than the right top 
corner. The portion of sea above the isthmus extends rather further 
to the right than to the left of the shield, and the portion of sea 
below the isthmus entirely fills up the lower point of the shield. 
The oval band outside the shield contains, at the bottom, nine eight­
pointed asterisks or stars, the points being tolerably easy to count. 
The cross-stroke of the T of· EST ADOS is very short, and is of equal 
length each side of the perpendicular stroke. The word DE at the 
top of the oval is in very small capitals, and is placed in the centre 
of the top. The lines in the shaded ground, outside this oval, are 
rather inclined to be blotchy, and are difficult to cotmt. There 
ought to be fifteen in the right-hand top corner, sixteen in the left­
hand top corner, fourteen in the right-hand bottom corner, and 
sixteen in the left-hand bottom corner, counting the outer line in 
each case. I am almost afraid that these lines do not form a very 
reliable test; because, as I have said, they are inclined to be blotchy, 
and the two top lines and two bottom lines often run together ; 
however, I give them as they will be found on good specimens 
of the genuine. The second o of CORREOS is a transverse oval, but 
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not so markedly so as the o of NACIONALES. The letters of the 
outer inscription are tall and thin, and moderately regular ; those 
of the inner inscription are thinner, and a little taller, and more 
regular. The lowest value is lettered 2 i ~ centavos, and the highest 
value is lettered UN PESO. 

Fi•·st F01·gery. 

I have never seen this forgery, but from Mr. Pemberton's 
description of it fancy that there will be no difficulty in at once 
deciding on its worthlessness. All three divisions of the shield a1·e 
white. There are no stars at all at the bottom of the oval. The 
letters of the outer inscription are thick and unequal. 

Second l!"m·gery. 

Of this I have only seen the 2~ centavos. It is lithographed on 
paper which is thicker and a good deal harder than that of the 
genuine. The npper portion of the shield is so much blotched that 
the design npon it is quite undecipherable. The pole upon which 
the cap of Liberty is placed is so very short that the cap seems 
ahnost to rest upon the line below it. The ship in the sea above the 
isthmus is represented by a very small projection from the land 
below the centre of this upper sea. The left top corner of the 
shield is very slightly higher and more pointed than the right top 
corner, but it would hardly be noticed. The portion of sea above 
the isthmus is set equally distant from each side of the shield, and is 
too short. The lower sea is too small, and the ship in it is repre­
sented by a large blotch hanging from the land above this lower sea. 
The oval band outside the shield contains nine asterisks as in the 
genuine; but they are extremely blotchy, and it is impossible to 
count the eight points which ought to appear. The easiest test for 
this forgery is in the word at the top of the oval band, which is 
"be" in small letters, instead of DE in small capitals. The lines in 
the shaded ground outside this oval are so blotched that I have not 
been able to count them; indeed, in the right-hand bottom corner 
they are all merged into one solid piece. The second o of CORREOS 
is larger than the o of NACIONALES, and almost round. The letters 
of the inner inscription are fin' too thick and blotchy. The value is 
correctly lettered 2 i ~ centavos. This forgery is sufficiently like the 
genuine to be deceptive, supposing it were printed more carefully. 

Third F'orgm-y. 

This is the common one, and seems to be in universal request 
among young collectors. It is lithographed on white wove paper, a 
little thicker and harder than the genuine. The left top corner of 
the shield is very little higher than the right. The upper portion 
of the shield contains an extraordinary thing, like the head and 
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wings of a young owl. This upper portion is shaded with nine 
lines on the left-hand side, and six on the right-hand side, counting 
the bottom line in each case. The central portion contains an 
ornamental flower-vase, with a plant growing out of it. There is a 
small projection from the land under the top sea of the isthmus 
to represent the upper ship. The lower sea is represented simply 
by a very distinctly-marked white comma, which does not go near 
the bottom of the shield. There are only eight asterisks, or stars, 
in the bottom of the oval band, and the points on them cannot be 
counted. The cross-stroke of the T of ES"l'ADOS is long, and the side 
towards the A is a good deal longer than the side towards the s. 
The word DE at the top of the oval is like the genuine. The lines 
in the shaded portion outside the oval are too distinct, and very 
easily counted. There are fourteen in the right-hand top corner, 
sixteen in the left-hand top corner, eleven in the right-hand bottom 
corner, and fourteen in the left-hand bottom corner, counting the 
outline of the frame in each case. The second o of CORREOS is 
about the same size as the o of NACIONALES, but not so oval in shape. 
The letters of the inner inscription are nearly as thick as those of 
the outer one. The lowest value is lettered 2 1 2 centavos, and the 
highest value is lettered r PESO. 

Fourth Forgery. 

Lithographed on thin, white wove paper. This seems to be a bad col'Y 
of the last furgery, and need not detain us long. The left top corner 
of the shield is no higher than the right. The upper portion of the 
shield contains the head and wings of the young owl, as in the last 
counterfeit, with seven lines of shading to the left of it, and the 
same number to the right of it. The thing in the central portion of 
the shield is a plain glass or tumbler, containing a blotchy plant. 
The sea above the isthmus is like two small basins side by side; for 
the thing projecting from the land below it to represent the upper 
ship is so large as to divide this upper sea into two portions. 1'he 
lower sea is represented by a small, curved white line. There are only 
eight asterisks at the bottom of the oval band ; the eight points of 
two of them can be counted. The cross-stroke of the T of ES'rADOs 

is of normal length, longer than that of the genuine, and is of equal 
length on each side of the perpendicular stroke. The word DE, at 
the top of the oval band, is a good test for this counterfeit, as it i' 
placed far too much to the right, instead of being at the very top. 
Outside the oval band there are twelve Jines of shading in the right­
hand top corner, seventeen in the left-hand top corner, eleven in the 
ricrht-hand bottom corner, and seventeen in the left-hand botto!ll 
co~·ner. The o of NACIONALES is perfectly round, and much larger ancl 
thicker than the second o of CORREOS, the latter o being too oval. I 
only possess the 2~c. of this set, and it is lettered 2 l 2 centavos, as 
in the last forgery. 
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Fifth Forgery. 

Of this forgery I am unable to give any description, as it was lent 
to me for a day, at a time when I had none of the genuine stamps 
by me; and I was thus unable to take any useful not~s of the points 
of difference. Lithographed on paper a little thicker than that of 
the genuine, but a marvellously correct copy in all other respects, as 
far as my memory will serve me. It was produced, I believe, by 
photo-lithography, and varies very little from the genuine. How­
ever, any reader possessing specimens of this set will, very probably 
he able to detect them by the tests for the genuine given above. 

Postmarks. 

The genuine stamps usually bear the name of the town in meditlm­
sized capitals. The forgeries bear either th e same medium-sized 
capitals, or the name in ordinary large and small letters, or in enor­
mous letters about one quarter the height of the stamp itself, or part 
of an extremely thick oval. 

Issue of 1863. 5c., buff; lOc., blue; 20c., r ed ; 20c., green 
(error); 50c., green; 50c., red (erro r ). 

These are the stamps with branch es 
ground, as in the annexed illustration. 
geries are good, and not very common. 

Genuine. 

Lithographed on thin wove paper, rather hard, alH1 
usually with a very slight surface-tint of the same 
colour as the stamp ; and also on blue paper. Both of the cornu­
copire in the top compartment of the shield have blun t, rounded 
outer ends, very nearly touching the sides of the shi eld, and neit her 
of them curling downwards more than the other. Each of them is 
disgorging pieces of money, which are tolerably d isti nct. The 
flower standing up between them, and separating them from each 
other, is apparently a tulip, almost closed, and lea<> in;.: over to the 
right. The cap of Liberty in the central compartme <• t is l.!! ·;;c ancl 
distinct, ancl is shaded all over with oblique lineo, runn ing from the 
right downwards to the left. The tassel or top of t l<e cap bends 
over to the left, and hangs clown level with the bottom or the part 
which is supposed to go on the head. The pole wh •ch l>ears the cap 
gets suddenly wider towards the top. The bend of the cap just 
touches the transverse line above it. Two parallel lines clo-e to­
gether separate the top compartment of the shi el<l fro 111 th e second, 
and two similar lines, equally close together, separa te th e second 
compartment from the bottom one. The peaked part at the centre 
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of the top of the shield is a good deal higher than the corners. 
Above the shield there are nine six-pointed stars, arranged in two 
rows, the upper row cmving upwards in the centre, the lower row 
cmving downwards in the centre, so that the whole looks like a 
narrow, transv,erse, oval ri11g of stars. The leaves in the two 
branches of the wreath are unmistakable oak-leaves, and they are 
all shaded more or less all over with oblique lines running from the 
left dowmvards towards the right. The point of the lowest leaf on 
the left-hand side touches the corner of the inner frame, just under 
the letter E of E. u. DE, etc. The side of the top leaf but one in the 
right-hand branch touches the frame very distinctly, beside the r of 
NACIONALES. The s of this latter word is exactly level with the E 
of E. u. DE, etc., on the opposite side. There is an eight-pointed 
star or asterisk at the top of the frame betwee11 COLOMBIA and 
CORREOS. The bottom end of the right-hand branch, which crosses 
over to the left, is nearer to the line below it than the corresponding 
bottom end of the left-hand branch which crosses under it to the 
right. 

First Forgery. 

Lithographed on thick, soft, very white wove paper. The outer 
end of the left-hand cornucopia is blunter than the outer end of the 
right-hand one, and neither of them touches the outline of the 
shield. The outer end of the right-hand one bends down a goocl 
deal lower than the other. Their mouths are very close together, 
and there is 110 money comi11g out of them. The flower between 
them is of irregular shape, and might be a helmet, or a dustpan, or 
almost anythi11g ; but is not in the least like a flower. The cap of 
Liberty is like a chemist's retort, and the pole which supports it is so 
VIYT'Y short as to be hardly visible. There is some shading on the 
cap ; but it is irregular. The bend of the cap does not touch the 
transverse line above it. The two lines which separate the top com­
partment of the shield from the central one are very much closet 
together than the two lines which separate the central compartment 
from the lower one. Most of the stars above the shield have only 
five points instead of six. The leaves on the branches are oak­
leaves ; but the shading on them is irregular. The point of the 
lowest leaf on the left-hand side is a very long way from the outline 
of the frame, and is higher than the E outside it. The side of the 
top leaf but one in the right-hand branch does not touch the frame 
either. The s of NACIONALES comes very much lower than the E of 
E. u. DE, etc., on the othet side. There is a six-pointed star each 
side of the value. The star at the top of the stamp, which ought 
to be equally distant from the A of COLOMBIA and the c of CORREOS, 
is very much nearer to the c than to the A. The bottom end of 
the left-hand branch which crosses under to the right is a good deal 
closer to the line of the frame below it than the bottom end of the 
right-hand branch which crosses over to the left. 
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Second Fm·glff·y. 

This is not nearly so good as the last. It is lithot(raphed on very 
soft, white wove paper, rather thicker than that of the genuine. The 
cornucopire are both joined into one, with a large, clark ball on the 
top of a pole sticking out from the middle. The outer ends of this 
affair are extremely sharp points, curling rlownwarcls into a hook, 
and both ends being at a long distance from the sides of the 
shield. There is, of course, no money to Le seen. The cap of 
Liberty is like a mushroom three parts grown, with a tail coming 
out of the top and hanging over to the left, ending in a sharp 
point instead of a blunt tassel. This point does not come down 
anything like level with the base of the cap. The pole is the same 
thickness all the way up. The top compartment of the shield is 
separated from the second by one thick line ; aml there is no line 
separating the second compartment from the lower one, except just 
across the top sea of the isthmus, where there is a short single line 
to support the pole. The peaked part at the centre of the top of the 
shield is level with the corners. Above the shield there are nine 
eight-pointed stars in two rows, and both rows curve upwards iu the 
centre. The leaves in the two branches are of some unknown species 
of tree ; at any rate they are not oak leaves, and they are principally 
shaded with blotches of colour instead of lines. None of the leaves 
touch the frame, except the large leaf at the bottom on the right­
hand side, near the ES of NACIONALES. The s of this word is higher 
up than the E of E. u. DE, etc., on the opposite side. The star at the 
top of the stamp has twelve rays or points, and it is a little nearer 
to CORREos than to COLOMBIA. The bottom ends of the branches 
point almost towards the bottom of the stamp instead of towards the 
lower corners. 

Postmm·lcs. 

The genuine stamps usually have either the name of the town iu 
large capitals, within an ornamental oval, or else an enormous letter 
(generally an "0 "), which may possibly form part of a word. The 
first forgery is cancelled with a smallish oval, formed by straight 
lines at the top and bottom, and curved lines at the sides. The 
second forgery bears part of a very thin oval, but I have not been 
able to see any lettering in it. 

I have not got specimens of all the types and values of this issue. 
Mr. Pemberton enumerates them as follows : On white paper; 5, 
buff; 10, blue ; 20, reel ; 50, green. Errors, reversed colours ; 20, 
green; 50, red. On blue paper; 10, blue; 20, reel; 50, green ; also 
10 blue, with clot after numerals. With star after CENT ; 5, 10, on 
white; 50, on blue. H e also says that the unattainable errors are 
comparatively common in an unused state as jm·geries, and that they 
lack the clearness of the originals. I have not met with any of the 
said forgeries, and am, therefore, tmable to give any description of 
them, 
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I ssue of 18 64. 5, 10, 20 , 50 c. ; 1 P eso. 

These stamps are almost exactly like the ones just described 
and illustrated, except that the background, behind the 
branches, is of solid colour, instead of being white. 

Gennine. 

Lithographed on thin, white wove paper. The shield, and the 
arms on it, are exactly the same as in the genuine stamps of the 
last issue; and, as before, there are two distinct thin parallel lines 
separating Lhe top compartment of the shield from the second, and 
two similar ones separating the second hom the third. What 

seemed like a si ngle leaf at the bottom of the left­
hand branch in the last issue is now evidently 
double ; i.e., one leaf laid over another, and partly 
covering it. The dark outline of that part of the 
front leaf which overlaps the other is scalloped, and 
shows four scallops or waves, whilst the leaf behind 
it has no datk outline, and the edge visible has only 
one faint indentation in it. This latter leaf almost 
tuuches the corner of the frame beside the E of E. U. 

DE., etc. ; and the corresponding leaf of the right­
han<! branch almost touches the corner of the frame between E and 
s of NACIONALES, but is not quite so close. The bottom encl of the 
left-band branch crosses under the other, and points towards the 
ornalllent ontHirle the right-hand bottom corner of the frame; and 
the bot tom end of the right-hand branch crosses over, and points 
more towards the bottom of the stamp; i.e., at the figure or figures 
of v.1lne. All the outer leaves of the left-hand branch cdmost or 
qnite touch t he frame, and the outer leaves of the right-hand branch 
art: Vt'ry close to the frame also. There is, as in the last issue, an 
eigltt-],ointed asterisk nt the top of the frame, which is equally 
di staut from the A of COLUMBiA and the C of CORREOS. The E and 
s of NACIONA LES are not joi11ed together, and the s is level with the 
E of E. u., ete. , on the opposite side of the frame. There is a small 
oblong mark in each of the seas of the isthmus to represent ships. 

First Forgery. 

Litho"ruphed on thick, hard, white wove paper. This is really a 
mo't ex~ell en t connterfeit. Tlte months of the two cornucopire are 
op~; .. and sl•o"r the money tumbling out, as in the genuine; but the 
outer e ds d,·cideJly touch the sides of the shield, instead of almost 
doi n;; w, and the onter end of the left-hand one curl s downwards 
and iu wards up m itself cousiderably more than the outer end of the 
other one. The part of the cap of Liberty which is supposed to go 
on ro tho. head is too tall aud narrow, like half a cocoa-nut, instead of 
hei· g oomething like an inverted bird's-nest, and the pole does not 
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«ct any wider towards the top. There is no mark in the upper sea, 
but in the one below the isthmus there is a tiny, but distinct vessel, 
with mast, etc. All the leaves of the two branches are at some little 
distance from the sides of the frame, and the lowest leaves, which 
ought to be nearest to the frame, are the farthest from it. The 
lowest leaf iu the left-hand branch has five scallops instead of four 
on its top edge, and the white leaf behind it is deeply scallope.d, 
instead of being almost smooth. The bottom end of the left-hand 
branch points between the N and T of CENT, and the bottom end of 
the other points at the figure or figures of value. 

Second Forgery. 

This is not so good as the last in some respects, though tolerably 
deceptive. Lithographed on very thin, white wove paper. Tbe two 
cornucopire in the shield are drawn as one, with no mouths or money 
showing, and the outer end of the left-hand one is much more 
sharply pointed than the other ; the outer ends of both are at some 
distance from the sides of the shield. The flower on a stalk in the 
centre, between the cornucopire, looks like half a broken egg-shell, 
and points directly upwards. The top compartment of the shield is 
divided from the second hy one thick line, and the second is divided 
from the bottom one also by one thick line. The cap of Liberty is 
clrawn too high np, so that it appears to be quite jammed up against 
the line under the cornucopire, instead of just merely touching it. 
The pole also is much too tall. The sea above the isthmus is made 
very small, and has no mark on it to represent a ship. The top edge 
of the bottom leaf on the left-band side has three scallops, and the 
top edge of the white leaf behind it has four scallops. All the leaves 
of both branches are a long way from the sides of the frame. The 
bottom end of the left-hand branch, crossing under to the right, is of 
a concave for!ll, and the end bends upwards until it points almost at 
the s of NACIONALES. The ends of both branches are a long way 
from the bottom frame. The first o of CORREOS is absurdly tall and 
thin, and the letters ES of NACIONALES are very much olJUeezed 
together, and joined at the bottom. Besides the normal colour,;, there 
is a forgery of the 5 centavos of this type printed in blue, making a 
bogus variety. 

Third Forgery. 

This is a very poor attempt, and ought not to deceive. The 20 
centavos of this type, printed in a brilliant orange-vermilion, is very 
common, and I have seen many copies lately. The cornucopim are 
represented by a pair of bufl"alo-horns, acutely pointed, the points 
touching the sides of the shield, and almost resting on the line below 
the compartment. Standing up from behind them is a "poppy-head ;" 
•.e., the seed-capsule of a poppy, on a very thick stalk, and pointing 
chrectly upwards instead of leaning to the right. This compartment 
is divided from the second by one thick line, and the second is 
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divided from the third also by one thick line. The easiest test for 
this forgery is the cap of Liberty in the second compartment of the 
shield, which is represented by an unmistakable ace of clubs, with a 
sort of feather or hook hanging from the top of it over to the left. 
The isthmus is very faint, so that the upper sea seems to extend 
right across the shield. There is no ship in this sea ; but there is 
one in the lower sea, or rather a mark to represent one, as in the 
genuine. All the leaves of both branches (not very much like oak­
leaves by the way) are at some distance from the sides of the frame. 
The lowest leaf in each branch is not double, but each of the said 
lower leaves has a dark vein in its centre. The ends of both 
branches point downwards, one between the figme or figures and 
CENT, and the other to the middle of the N of CENT ; and there is no 
shading to show which branch crosses over the other. The asterisk 
at the top of the stamp, which has twelve points, is very much 
nearer to the C of OORREOS than to the A of COLOMBIA. 

Postmarks. 

The genuine stamps usually bear the ornamental oval before 
described, containing the name in large, thick capitals. The first 
forgery imitates this ; but the outline of the oval is very thin. The 
other forgeries are uncancelled. 

Issue of 1865. 5, 10, 20, 50, 50 c.; 1 Peso. 

This, as the illustration shows, is an entirely 
new type. There are many shades of the 
genuine. The catalogues generally give 5 c., 
yellow; 5 c., orange; 10 c., lilac; 10 c., violet; 
20 c., blue; 50 c., small figures, emerald-green; 
50 c., large figures, emerald-green; 50 c., dark 
green ; 1 peso, rose ; 1 peso, vermilion. 

Genttine. 

Lithographed on white, and also on bluish-white wove paper, 
rather thin. There are nine lines of shading in the top compart­
ment of the shield, if those be reckoned which run into the middle 
peak of the shield. The cap of Liberty, though small, is very dis­
tinct, and shaded with oblique lines running down from right to left. 
The two seas in the bottom compartment are both larger than the 
isthmus which separates them. There is a distinct ship in the lower 
sea, and a mark something like a ship in the upper one. The label 
or ribbon above the top of the shield is bent down in the middle so 
as to touch the top point of the shield ; and the forked ends of the 
ribhon do not touch the oval outside them. The neck of the condor 
is very much narrower than the width of the ribbon. The eye is 
very small and round, and there is a distinct ring of white feathers 
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round the base of the neck. There are eighty-nine little pearls 
round the white oval. They are all distinct, and moderately uniform 
in size and shape. Between these pearls and the inscription there 
are nine eight-pointed asterisks or stars, placed in the following 
positions : the first is exactly above the head of the bird, and one 
of its points touches the stop after cor,OMBIA ; the second comes 
below the space between RE of cORREOS; the third below NA of 
NACIONALES; the fourth below ON of NACIONALES; the fifth below 
s of NACIONALES; the sixth under E; the seventh under the E of 
DE; the eighth under the L of coLOMBIA; and the ninth below MB 
of coLOMBIA. There is a stop after the words E.u. COLOMBIA and 
cENT or PESo, but none after the other words. At the bottom of the 
coloured oval there are two little white branches, very easily seen, 
and with their bottom ends crossing. All the lettering is distinct, 
and the letters nicely formed. The A of COLOMBIA is pointed at the 
top. 

First Forge:ry. 
Lithographed on white wove paper, about as thin as that of the 

!lenuine, but much softer. About four lines of shading can be seen 
m the top compartment of the shield ; but they are so blotched that 
they are very difficult to make out. The cap of Liberty in the 
middle compartment is an utterly shapeless blotch. The base of the 
shield is hardly to be distinguished from the flags on each side of it. 
The isthmus is larger than either of the seas. There is no mark in 
the upper sea, and a large, shapeless blotch in the lower one, not in 
the least like a ship. The ribbon above the shield is bent, like the 
genuine, in the middle ; but the right-hand end touches the oval 
outside it, and the left-band end very nearly touches the oval also. 
The neck of the condor is quite as broad as the width of the ribbon, 
and t here is no ring of feathers at the base of the neck. The eye is 
large, blotchy, and of a sort of triangular shape. There is a dark 
line down the centre of the neck, which is not visible in the genuine. 
In some copies the oval of pearls is almost invisible, in others many 
of the pearls are missing, and in the clearest copies there are only 
about seventy-three pearls to he seen. The stars or asterisks are 
very blotchy. Most of them are six-pointed, and they are placed 
as follows : the first is over the head of the bird ; the second under 
RE of CORREOS ; the third under N of NACIONALES ; the fourth under 
o of that word ; the fifth under ES of that word ; the sixth under 
the stop after E. ; the seventh under c of COLOMBIA ; the eighth 
under o of that word ; and the ninth under n of that word. There 
is a stop after the E. which commences the inscription, and another 
stop undP:r the s. of NACIONALES; but there is no stop after any of 
the other words, except the word of value. The little white branches 
at the bottom of the coloured oval are so blotched and indistinct 
that it is quite impossible to make out what they are. The letters 
of the inscription are irregular in size and shape. The top of the A 
of COLOMBIA is broken off. 
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Second Forgery. 

Lithographed on white wove paper, a good deal thicker than that 
of the genuine. The lines in the top compartment of the shield are 
very close together, so that it is difficult to see them. The cap of 
Liberty in the second compartment is of a better shape than that in 
the genui ne; the end leaning over to the left is quite blunt, instead of 
terminating in a very sharp point. The lower compartment i• a 
failure; for the upper sea is a mere white dot, with no mark in it. 
The lower sea has a thing like a sirloin of beef instead of a ship, 
o.nd the isthmus is white instead of being shaded. The middle of 
the label or ribbon above the shield is not bent downwards, and it 
touches the right-hand corner of the shield as well as the middle 
point ; both ends touch the oval outside it. The neck of the condor 
is the same width as the ribbon, the eye is oblong, there is a dark 
crest at the back of the head, and the ring of feathers at the base of 
the neck is dark, instead of white. There are eighty pearb round 
the oval, more distinct than in the first forgery, but some of them, 
especially at the bottom of the oval, are mere specks of white. 
The stars or asterisks outside the pearls are all six-pointed, and not 
much blotched ; they are placed as follows, the first is at the top, 
over the head of the bird ; the second is under HE of CORREOS ; 
the third is under the end of the N of NACIONALES ; the fourth is 
exactly under the second N of that word ; the fifth is quite beyond 
the s of that word ; the sixth is under E ; the seventh is under 
the E of DE ; the eighth is under the L of COLOMBIA ; tbe ninth is 
under the beginning of the B of that word. There is a stop after 
the E, and after the u, but none after any of the other words, aml 
none after the word of value. The letters of the inscription are 
much better and more regular than in the first forgery ; but the A 

of COLOMBIA is blunt at the point. 

Third Forgery. 

This is not very common, and I have only seen one or two 
specimens. It is lithographed on thick, hard, yellowish-white wove 
paper. The shield will instantly condemn this counterfeit; as there 
is nothing on it except a shading of eight lines in the top com­
partment, ancl a vague attempt at part of the isthmus in the bottom 
one; the fl ower, cornucopia, cap of Liberty, etc., being altogether 
wa11tin;.(. The stars on the oval would not be noticed at a first 
gla11ce, for they al'e exceedingly small, and are placed arnong the 
pearlo, instead of outside them. There is no stop after any part 
of the inscription except after the word of value. The little white 
bra11ches at the bottom of the oval are very much too large and 
too promiuent, almost touching the E and the s to left and right 
of t hem respectively. The above tests will be amply sufficient for 
this forgery. 
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Postmarks. 

The genuine stamps have either a pen-stmke or a written word, 
or, more frequently, the ornamental and thick oval before described, 
bearing the name. The first forgery is cancelled with a set of four 
concentric rings, with three straight strokes in the centre, or with 
five or six parallel bars; or with a plain, thin oval, containing the 
word Bogota, in very thick and clumsy capitals. The third forgery 
bears an oval, formed by four thick, straight lines at the top and 
bottom, ancl six parallel curved lines each side, with a numeral in 
the centre. 

Note. 

The genuine 50 centavos of this issue with small figures of value, 
is of a dilrerent type from the others. The asterisks are placed as 
follows : Above the head of the bird, under RE of CORREOS, under 
N of NACIONALEs, under o of that word, under E of that word, 
under the space between the letters E u, under the c of COLOMBIA, 
under the space between LO of that word ; and nnder the B of that 
word. All the forgeries which I have seen of the 50c. are copied 
from the one with large figures of value. 

Issue of 1865. "Anotados," 5c., black. 
Mr. Pemberton says that this stamp was [.-------:~::-----, 

probably used for registered letters which 
were unaccompanied with the declaration / 
of value, and that the " rejistro " was used 
for those which had the value of the con-~ 
tents declared. 

Genuine. 

Apparently typographed on thin wove paper -------­
of a very grey tint. There is a stop after the E and u, and the stop 
of CENTS is not exactly under the s, hut much nearer to the T. 
There are eight very distinct berries on the left-hand branch, at 
varying distances. The point of one of the leaves touches the c of 
CORREOS, and the side of another leaf almost' touches the first R of 
that word. The E of DE is distinctly over the middle of the top leaf 
on the left-hand side. The top leaf on the right-hand side is blunter 
than the corresponding one on the left, but not very much so. There 
are eight oblique lines of shading in the triangular hollow of the A, 
twenty below the .cross-bar, seventeen down the right-hand side, 
e1ghteen on the left foot, and twenty-four on the right foot. The 
base of the 5 is at some distance from the leaf to the left of it. 

Forged. 

Lithographed on greyish-white wove paper, moderately thick. 
There is no stop anywhere except to the word CENTS, and this stop 
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is placed exactly under the s. By a close inspection three berries 
can be discerned in the left-hand branch, but they are very small 
and would hardly be noticed. None of the leaves touch any part of 
the word CORREOS. The E of DE is over the point of the top leaf 
in the left-hand branch. The top leaf in the right-hand branch is 
very blunt and rounded, being as broad as the very widest part of 
the corresponding leaf in the left-hand branch. There are four 
oblique lines of shading in the triangular hollow of the A, eleven 
below the cross-bar, eleven clown the right-hand side, sixteen on the 
left foot, and sixteen on the right foot. The base of the 5 almost 
touches the leaf to the left of it. 

Postma;rks . 

.My cancelled copies of the genuine all bear a written word, or 
part of a word. The forgeries are obliterated with four concentric 
circles, thick and Iorge. 

Same Issue. "Rejistro," 5c., black. 

Genuine. 

Tolerably well printed, on very thin, grey­
white, wove paper. In the inscription there 
is a clash after the E., a very short clash, almost 
like a full stop, after the u., and no other 
stops. The c of COLOMBIA is a c, and does not 
touch the outline of the star below it. The 
s of NACIONALES is very near the outline of 
the star, but does not actually touch it. The 
centre of the star has a pattern in black and 

'---~ white, behind the R, like horizontal courses of 
brickwork ; and there are thirty-two of these horizontal courses. 
The R has been drawn too big for the circle which ought to contain 
it, and therefore the part of the brickwork behind the tail of tbe R 
is bulged out very considerably, so far, indeed, that it touches the 
bottom of the 5 in the right-band lower corner, and thus totally 
destroys the outline of the central circle. There is a very thin line 
running all round the inside of the white outline of the large R, and 
this line goes almost to the very end of the tail of the said letter. 
All tbe letters of the inscription are thin, and none of them are 
blotched. 

Forged. 

Lithographed in a greasy-looking black, on very yellowish white 
wove paper, very thick. There is a thick dash after the E. of the 
inscription, a triangular-shaped full stop after the u ; the c of 
COLOMBIA is a a, it touches the outline of the star below it ; the s of 
NACIONALES touches the outline also. There are thirty-one hori-
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zontal lines of brickwork in the central circle. This circle has a 
slight bulge under the tail of the large R, but it is not at all con­
spicuous, and does not touch the 5 to the r·ight of it. This is the 
easie•t test for the forgeries. The line running round the R just 
inside the outline of it is thick and coarse. It is so much brokeu 
that it looks as though it were intended for a dotted line instead of 
a continuous one, and it does not go anything like to the end of th<· 
tail of the letter. All the letters of the inscription are thick and 
cliunsy, and many of them are blotched. Except for the above 
clifl'erences, I think this is a moderately successful counterfeit. The 
thick, yellowish paper will be fouml a good te,t, it is so very 
different from the greyish, thin paper of the genuine. 

Postma,-ks. 

I have never seen the genuine cancellecl in any other way than by 
being written on, and I think that the umtsed copies are more 
common than obliter-ated ones. The forgeries are uncancclled. 

Same Issue, Sobre Porte. 25, 50c. ; 1 Peso. 

These stamps are for additional postage. All the value,; 
differ from each other ; the 25c. has the words SOBRE PORTE 

curved like an inverted U, or a horse shoe; the 50c. has SOBRE 

PORTE 50 cs. in an octagon; and the peso has SOURE PORTE $ 1, 

in a cil·cle. I have never seen a forgery of the highest value. 

25 Centavos. Genuine. 

Lithographed (/) in black, on dull blue wove paper, rather thin. 
All the lettering is very thick and coarse. The frame is damaged 
under the N of CENTS. The 5 is a good deal taller than the 2. The 
condor is very black, with a white patch on the 
cheek ; the eye can usually be seen, and the left ~~; : 
wmg goes n ght under the R of PORTE. The " . -g.W.@i~ 
cannons are thick, black smudges, with some- . - " ;?>~ 
times a very faint bit of white about the centre ·~ 
of each, and the wheel on the carriage of the one ' ;\ 
on the right-hand is not so distinct as the wheel . l. 

of the left-hand one. Slight breaks can be ob- ~- 1 
served in the horizontal lines of shading in the ' ~ ~ 
background ; that is to say, many of them do not -
go right across from one side to the other in one continuous line, but 
are broken here and there where the ink has missed. Outside the 
frame of the stamp, in all copies which have any margin, a little 
spot or round stop can be seen exactly under the stop after the T of 
CENTS. 
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25 Centavos. Forged. 

Lithographed on darkish blue wove paper, rather thinner than the 
genuine. The lettering is very thin, and much more elegant than 
in the genuine stamps. There is no blotch or break in the outline of 
the frame under the N of CENTS. The 2 is as tall as the 5. The 
condor is not very darkly shaded, there is no white patch on the 
cheek, the eye is not visible, the head and neck are equally shadetl 
all over, there is a broad white ring round the base of the neck, and 
the left wing is cut short off just before it reaches the R of POR1'E. 
The cannons are very lightly shaded, and both wheels are equally 
distinct. Almost all the horizontal lines of "harling in the back­
ground run across from one side to tile other without any break. 
There is no spot outside the outline of the frame. I think, on the 
whole, the forgery has a better appearance than the genuine. 

50 Centavos. Genuine. 

This is like the accompanying illustration. It 
is very boldly drawn, and is enclosed in an 
octagonal frame. It is typographed on yellow 
wove paper, which seems to be rather harder than 
that of the 25c. 

50 Centavos. Forged. 

The artist has wade a great mistake with this value, and ha' 
copied it from the 25c. The words SOBRE PORTE are in a horseshoe 
form ; the bird is an eagle, the cannons are not visible, the octagonal 
frame, is of course, absent. 

Issue of 1865. Registration label, 25 Centavos. 

This stamp and the 50 centavos of the same issue, which 
later value I have not seen forged, are both intended to be 
gummed to the backs of registered letters. They are something 
like the annexed illustration, which depicts the issue of 1867 ; 
but, in the issue before us, the flagstaff, &c., are pointing the 
opposite way, and the value and inscriptions are differently 
arranged. They are printed partly in brown and partly in 
yellow, and the flag is a tricolour, yellow, blue, and magenta. 
The 25 centavos, which, as I have said, is the only one which 
I have seen forged, is really a most admirable counterfeit; and, 
even with the original before me, I should be almost inclined to 
pass the imitation as genuine. 

stampsmarter.com 



HOW TO DETECT FORGED STAMPS. 193 

Genuine. 
Lithographed on very sto~1t wove paper. Below the outside of 

th e fmlll e, at the bottom of the label, there are two mscnptwns ; 
the one to wards the left- hand corner is LIT. DE AVALA r MEDRANO; 

and the one towards the right- hand 
corner is BOGOTA. l ll65. The flagstaff 
is compo8-ed of four lin es, two being the 
outlines, and the other two by way of 
shading. There is a very small trans­
verse stroke across the fl at top of the 
A of ESTADos, and a larger and more 
di stinct one over the A of COLOMBIA. 
The dot over the I of sr~ is sensibly 
nearer to the upper outline of the ft ag 
than th e corresponding dot over the 
last I of CERTIFlCA CION. Part of the 
head of the I of CON'l'ENIDO, as well as 
the littl e oblique stroke projecting from 
that letter, shows outside the right­
hand outline of the flag. The hollow 
centre of the o of CINCO is narrower 
than th e hollow portion of the o of 
CENTAvos ; and both the said letters 
are di stinctly octagonal in their outline. 
The central tongue of theE of the latter 
word is thicker than any of the other 
strokes forming__ the back and top and 
bottom of it. ln the inscription SALI6 
DE ...... EN ...... DE ...... DE ...... I86 ...... 
the accent over the o of SALI6 is per­
fectly straight, and almost as long as 
the line projectin9 from th e right-hand 
side of the o ; and the various words 
are j oined by a thin, but distinct line, 
which is not dotted anywhere; the 
portion of it after 186 ...... goes to the 
very edge of the boundary-line. The 
slanting strok e before the E of EN does 
not touch the E ; nor do the simi lar 
strokes before the D of th e second and 
third DE touch their respective letters. 
The l of 186 ...... is as tall as the 8, 
and th e 6 touches the corner of the 
frame above it, whi ch contains 25 c. 
The point of the flagstaff does not touch 
the frame above it; but it is so very 
close to it that I fancy it might do so in 
heavily-printed copies. l seem to have 

0 
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pointed out a good many tests, but they are really things which 
would hardly be ll<>ticed unless particular attention were called to 
them. The chief difference between the genuine and the forged is 
in the shadiug of th e flag. From the lower corner of the yellow 
part, hegiHning above the E of VALE, there are thirty-two oblique 
lines of shading, the last one ending above the T of CERTIFICACION; 
none of the ion" lin eR pass through the curved head, or the t.all thin 
stroke of the first c of that word, but one of them just touches the 
top point of it; two pa>s through the head of the E, but do not 
touch it anywhere else. The nex t lot of shaded lines begins above 
NT of VEINTE, and extends to th e last I of CERTIFICACION. There 
are thi rty-three of them, and none of them touch the l ine above the 
T of VEINTE. There are two lin es by themselves, above IN of VEINTE, 
but I have not quoted these, as they are the same as in the forgeries. 
The next lot of lines begins above the c of CENTAvos, and there 
are thirty-one of them; some toucl•ing the I of SIN, and some 
touching the first o of CO:'ITENIDO. The last lot of lines extends 
from the middle of the A of CEN"rAvos in the blue part, right up to 
the top r ight-hand corner of the yellow ; ancl there are thirty-thr·ee 
of them. The outline of the flag at the bottom, between the words 
EN ...... DE, is nearer to the line below it than the corresponding con-
vex portions on each side of EN ...... DE. 

Forged. 

Very nicely lithographed on wove paper, very nearly as stout as 
the genuine. The yellow of the flag is a canary-colour instead of 
golden; and the blue is dull, instead of being a bright, clear tint. 
The engraver's inscnption below the frame on the left-hand side is 
unreadable; that on the right-hand side is, as far as I crtn make out, 
"DE 1865." The fiagstilfl. is composed of three lines only. There is 
a very slight indication of the •troke across the A of ESTADOS, but 
none whatever over the A of COLOMBIA. The clot over the I of SIN 
is a good deal further from the upper outline of the flag than the dot 
over the last I of CERTIFICACION. Only the little oblique stroke pro­
jecting from the top of the I of CONTENmo shows outside the outline 
of the right side of the flag. The hollow centre of the o of CINCO 
is as wide as the centre of the o of CE:'ITAVOS ; and the o of the 
former word hard ly shows the octagonal outline. The central 
tongue of the E of CENTAVOS is thinner than the bottom and back 
of the letter, and very much thinner than the top of it. In the 
inscription SALI6 DE ...... EN ... .. . DE .... .. DE 186 ...... the accent over 
the o of SAI,r6 is curved almost like a comma, and very much 
shorter than the oblique stroke projecting from the right-hand side 
of the letter. Between SAL TO DE and EN part of the connecting line 
is wanting, and part of the rest is dotted. The portion of the line 
after 186 ...... does not touch the frame to the right of it. The 
slanting stroke before the A of SALI6 does not touch the A; nor does 
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the one before the D of the second DE touch its letter; but that 
before the o of the last DE does touch the letter. The l of 186 is a 
good deal shorter than the 8 ; the 6 does not touch the frame of the 
oval which contains 25 c. The point of the flagstaff touches the 
thick outline of the frame above it. There are twenty-three oblique 
lines of shading from theE o( VALE up to the •r of CERTH'ICACIO:<. 
One long line passes through the tall thin stroke of the· first c of 
CERTIFICACION, and two very distinct ones through the curved top 
of the head of that letter ; these two pass also through the body of 
the E, and two more pass through the head of the E. The next lot of 
lines begins above the top of the T of VErXTE, and extends to the last 
r of CERTIFICACJON. There are thirty-two of them, and many are 
broken; two of them distinctly touch the line above the T of VEIN'rE. 
The next lot of lines b~gins between cr:KCO and CENTAVOS; and 
there are twenty-one of the1n, some being very faint, and others 
missing altogether; none of these lines tonch either the I of SIN 
or the first o of CONTENIDO. The last lot of lines extends from 
the bottom of the A of CENTAVOS in the blue part to the top right­
hand corner of the yellow; there are thirty of them, but t here is a 
wide break under the NT of CONTE~IDO, dividing th em into two 
separate lots. The outline of the ftag, where it curves sli.~htly clown-
wards between EN ...... DE, is no nearer to the line below it than the 
correRponcling convex part to the left of EN, and only a very little 
nearer to the line than the convex part to the right of DE. 

Postrnarlcs. 

I ha,-e not seen the genuine stamp cancelled; but the blanks will 
probably be lilled up in writing. The forgeries are unobliteratecl. 

I ssue of 1867 (?). 5, 10 Pesos. 

These two high-value stamps are said to have been med to 
frank packages of coin, just as the high value Griqualand 
stamps are said to be fur packages of diamonds. Both this set 
and the larger ones of 1870 are rare, which is nut surprising. 

5 Pesos. Black on green. 

Genuine. 

Lithographed (1) in ulack, on thick, white wove 
paper, the face of which is surface-coloured a bright 
green, ancl high ly glazed. The condor has a head 
just like a goose, and the eye is placed absurdly far 
back, quite at the back of the head in fact. The 
backgrounds, both inside and outside the oval, are 
extremely clark, so that the oval shows up very 
prominently. Most of the curly lines round the 
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oval are separate from each other; indeed, on the right-band side, 
towards the bottom, every curl is distinctly separate from its neigh­
bours. There is a stop after E., another alter u., another after 
COLOMBIA., and a very faint cross-shaped blotch after NACIONALES. 
The right-hand branch crosses distinctly over the left one, and has 
ten leaves on it. The left-hand branch has nine leaves. 

Forged. 

Lithographed on very similar paper to the genuine ; but the value, 
5 pesos, is printed instead of being lithographed. The condor has a 
rounded head, like a pigeon, and the eye is in its proper place. The 
whole stamp is very faintly printetl, so that no part of the design is 
more conspicuous than the rest. The curly lines in the oval are all 
joined together, except under the first o of CORREOs, and beside the 
last A of NACIONALES. There is no stop after any of the words or 
letters, nor is there any cross-shaped blotch after NACIONALES. The 
left-hand branch seems to cross over the right-hand one; but the 
stems are very indistinct. The right-hand branch bears eleven 
leaves, and the left-hand branch has eight; but both Jots are 
exceedingly difficult to count. 

P ostmarks. 

The genuine stamps appear to be most frequently cancell ed with 
a written word ; but they are occasionally found bearing a large 
oval, with capital letters inside it, as in the older issues. The 
forgeries which I have seen were all unobliterated. 

Same issue, 10 Pesos, black on vermilion. 

Genuine. 

Lithographed on thick, white wove paper, sur­
face-coloured a deep vermilion, and very hiahly 
glazed. The condor's head and neck are shaded all 
over, with horizontal lines. The eye is very small, 
and placed far back, almost in the neck. The right 
wing almost touches the frame near the L of 
COLOMBIA; but the rest of the wing is not near the 
frame. There are nine eight-pointed asterisks below 
tl1e shield. There is a stop after E., after u., after 

COLOMBIA., after NLES., and after PESOS. 

Forged. 

Lithographed on paper very like that of the genuine. There is no 
shading on t he head and neck of the condor. The eye is very large 
and blotchy, and placed in the proper position, or perhaps a little too 
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much forward. The right wing is actually partly obliterated by the 
frame, beside LU of" COLUMBIA," which is spelt with au imtead of with 
an o. This, of course, is a very easy test. There are twelve asterisks 
below the shield, the outside ones being mere clots, and the largest of 
them having on ly six points. There is a stop after u., and another 
after PESOS; but none after any of the other words or letters. 

Postmarks. 

The only cancellations I have seen on the genuine have been the 
oval, or the written word, as in the 5 pesos. The forg~:ries are not 
obliterated. 

It will he seen that this 10 pesos is not nearly so good an imitation 
as the 5 pesos just described. 

I ssu e of 1865. 2~ Centavos, t r iangular. 

This stamp, I believe, was used for unpaid 
letters. The shape is extremely awkward, 
for it is evidently intended to stand with 
the value at the bottom; and as the upper 
angl~ is not a right angle, it is impossible to 
make it fit in any way into the corner of an 
envelope in the way that the old Cape stamps !!::_,;;,:,;,;,,;,;;:~:=~ 
used to do. The arms are tripled, owing, I suppose, to the diffi­
culty of making any ordinary shield, broadest at the top, fit 
nicely into the said triangle, broadest at the bottom ; and so the 
engraver has put th?-ee shields instead of one. 

Genuine. 

Very clearly printed in pale black, on very thin, lilac wove paper. 
All the details of each shield are perfectly distinct, with cornucopim 
and fl ower in the top compartments, cap of Liberty in the centre 
compartments, and isthmus and ships in the lower compartments. 
The Y-shaped line dividing the three shields f1·om each other is very 
thin, and the ends come in the following positions: after the first o 
or COLO,IBIA, under the first stroke of the first N of NAC!ONALES, and 
above the first stroke of the E of CENTAvos. There is a stop after the E. 
and a dash after the u. of the inscription E.u. DE COLOMBIA, and 
the letters of this inscription, with the exception of the DE, are 
larger than the letters of either CENTAVOS or CORREOS N ACTON ALES. 
The i of 2 i ~is a great deal shorter than the 2, even including the 
dot. The l of ~ has a very distinct oblique side-stroke, and the 
fraction-line dividing the ~ is very thick, thicker than the little 
figures themselves. This is very well marked, and will be a good 
test. The c of CENTAVOS is perfectly square at the shoulders, and 
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the o is almost exactly like a D. The outline of the whole stamp is 
composed of spikes, t eeth, or thorns, or little triangle~, whichever 
my readers may like to call them ; and there are a hunch·ed and 
sixteen round the whole stamp. The insides of both the first and 
second o of COLoMBIA are very square, and th e second o is too near 
theM, and too far from the L. The I of NACIO NALES is very much 
too tall comparetl with the c and the o each side of it. 

F orged. 

Badly litho~raph ed in dark black, on pale violet paper, a good deal 
thicker than the genuine. The shields are very coarsely done, and 
all the details are more or less smmlgetl. The fl owers, whi ch in the 
genuine rise on stalks from between th e two cornucopi::e, are here 
represented by di sconnected ball s very near th e top poin ts of the 
shields. The caps of Li uerty and the isthmuses are mere ul otches. 
The Y- shaped line, dividing the three shields, is far too thi ck, and 
yet indi stinct. The ends come respectively opposite th e middle of 
th e first 0 of COLO)IBIA, between the words CORREOS NACIONALES, 
and after th e E of CEN'l'AVOS. Th ere is a plain full-stop after both the 
E. and the u. of E. u. DE COL UMBIA. All three inscriptions are in 
letters of exactly th e same size, except that the letters of DE are 
smf.ller th an the rest. The i of 2 i j, is level wi th th e bottom of the 
preceding 2, and th e dot of it is level with th e top of th e 2. The l 
of k has hardly any visible side-strok e, and the fraction·line is 
exceedingly thin, far thinner than the fraction-figures themselves. 
The c of CENTAVOS is round at th e shoulders, as in an ordinary c, 
and the o is round, or rather oval. There are only eighty-six spikes 
round the ou t line of th e whole stamp, and they are irregular, and 
not unifornt like th e genuine ones are. The insides of both the first 
aml second o of coLm iBIA a re oval, and the second o is placed mid­
way between the L and the u . The second o of CORREOS is absurdly 
small, and is at too great a di stance fr0m the R and the s on each 
side of it. The r of NACIONALES is of proper size. 

P ostm arks. 

The genuine stamp is usually unobliterated; but I have seen it 
with the ornamental oval, before described, with lettering in the 
middle. The forgery is not obliterated. 

I do not consider this counterfeit at all likely to deceive ; th e 
coarse bl otchy way in which it is printed, and the violet colour of 
the paper, are alone enough to condemn it. 

I ssue of 1867. 50 Cents, gt·een. 

There are two full sets of the stamps of this issue, one on 
thick, and the other on thin paper, each compri sing 5, 10, 20, 
50c., and 1 p eso; but I have only seen the 50 centavos forged. 
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Genuine. 

Engraved in yel low-green, on thick white wove 
paper, and also in dark green, on thin wove paper, 
both mther soft. The shieltl is smTountled by nine 
very large white stars, on a grou nd of crossed li nes, 
with the figures 50 in a small dark oval placecl both 
above ami below the shield. In a curved white 
band, outside the central design, there are four in­
scriptions ; at the top are the words E. V.DE COLO~IBIA, 
to the left COHREO::S, to the right NALES, and at the 
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bottom 50 CEXTS. The latter is in " curve, ancl in smaller type. 
The outer com ers of the st<tmp are filled up with white scroll-work, 
and there is also a small scroll ontsiUe COHR.IWS, and a similar one 
outs.iJe NA.LES. 

Forged. 

There need be no mistake about this coun terfeit, 
as the forgers have copied the 10 centavos here 
annexed, merely changing the valu e to "50 cs.n 
The shiel d is, as will Le seen, in a ci rele, with nine 
dark stars aUo\'e the circle, and crossed branches 
below it; EE. UU.DE COLOslBIA at the top, and 
CORREOS NALES at the bottom, n.ncl 50 CS. in a plain 
o1Jlong below this. There is no scroH-work out::;icle 
the fmme, and the white band is cut in to a sort of 

i mitation of perforation. I think it is HOt necessary to give any more 
minute description of these two stamps, as my readers have the types 
before them. 

Postnwrks. 

The genuine stamps are either obliterated with the oval containing 
name on large letters, or ebe have a word written ·upon them . The 
forgery bca1·s an imitation of the oval, struck in blue, but with the 
letters too small. 

Issue of 1870. 5 Pesos, black on green. 

The 5 and 10 pesos of thi s set were used 
for t he same purpose as the similar h igh 
values of the 1 ti6 7 issue. I have only seen 
a counterfeit of the 5 pesos. 

Genuine. 
Lithographed in black, on soft, rather th in , 

white wove pape1·, colourecl on the stu-face 
only of a yellowish-green, and highly glazed. 
The principal test for the genuine is in the 
condor, wluch bas hardly any beak at all. The two green Lands 
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hanging from the beak to the top of the shield are very distinct, and 
can be seen at a glance. The scroll upon which the condor stands 
contains the motto," LIBERT AD, ORDEN," and the latter word can he 
read with tolerable ease, though the other is very difficult to 
decipher. The ships above and below the isthmus are almost 
exactly alike, and the upper one does not touch the cap of Liberty in 
the compartment above it, The bottom of the shield ends in a blunt 
or rounded point. There are nine five-pointed stars above the 
condor, generally more or less blotched (especially more), and the 
two lower ones on the left side of the stamp almost touch the wing 
of the condor. Part of the shading on each of the lower flags is 
dotted ; thi s is more conspicuous on the left-hand fl ag than on the 
right-band one. The upper spear-head on the right-band side does 
not project across the tip of the condor's wing; and the lower spear­
head on the same side does not touch t he scroll-work to the right of 
it. The tassel hanging down from the lower left-hand spear-head 
ends in a very distinct black knob or ball, just before the first E of 
the inscription EE.UU.DE cor,oMBIA; the letters EE are at some dis­
tance from the outline of the fl ags ; the second o of COLOMBIA is 
exactly like the first o ; and the long tassel hanging down from one 
of the right-hand spear-h eads j oins the upper stop of th e colon aftt'r 
COLOMBIA. The two stops of the said colon have green cent res. The 
bottom stroke of the L of NACIONALES is very short, but not 
ridiculously so. The c of CINCO is as large as the other letters 
of that word, and a littl e curl of the scroll-work above it breaks 
into the outline of the said c about the shoulder. There are small 
black dots almost all t he way round the outlill e of the frame, along 
the centre of each of the cm ved hands or scrolls, just above CORREOS 
and NACIONALES, and just be] ow CINCO and PESOS. 

Forged. 

Apparentl y typographed; the paper is a good deal thicker and 
harder than that of the genuine, and the green is darker and hi uer ; 
otherwise the whole is very like the original. The condor has a 
parti cularly long beak, and its eye is far more prominent than in the 
genuin e. There is some confused marki ng from the beak to the top 
of the shield , hut it cann ot be resolved into th e two distinct green 
bamh of the genuill e. The scroll upon which the condor stands 
contains some mark s, but totall y illegible. The ship above the 
isthmus is very much darker than the one below it , a!ld of a 
dilferent shape; the upper ship joins th e cap of Li berty in the com­
partment above it. The bottom of the shielcl ends in a very sharp 
point. There are nine asterisks above the condor ; th ey seem to 
have about eight points each, but are mtl1 er blotchy. The two 
lower ones on the left-hand side are at a considerable distance from 
the outline of the condor's wing. The fl ags a re altogether shaded by 
lines only, and there are some lines of shading on each side of the 
centre compartment of the shield which are not visible in the 
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gennine. The upper spear-head on th e right-hand side proj ects 
distinctly beyond and across the tip of th e condor's wing ; and the 
lower spear-head on the same side tmJChes the scroll-work to the 
right of it. The tassel hanging clown from the lower left-hand 
spear-head bas a knob or ball which is no larger th an th at of the 
upper spear-head, and is not in any way prominent. The letters EE 
almost touch the outline of the left-hand flags, the second o of 
coLOMBIA is rather like a o, and th e upper stop of the colon after 
COLOMBIA is not touched by either of th., tassels hanging down from 
the right-hand spear-heads. The tw o stops of the said colon are 
solid black clots. The bottom stroke of 1 he r~ of NACIONALES is so 
ridiculously short as to be almost invisibl e, making that letter look 
like an r. The c of CINCO is much small er than the other letters of 
that word, and it is not even touchet! by th e scroll-work whi ch 
ought to break in upon the outline of it. The green lines auove 
CORREOS and NACIONALES and below CINCO and PESOS have no clots 
in th em. 

Postmarks. 
The only cancelled copies of the genuine which I have seen were 

obliterated by being written on. The forgeri es are not cancell ed . I 
think the counterfeit just described is quite good enough to deceive 
an average collector; indeed, it is printed more carefull y than the 
originals. 

Issue of 1870. 2! Centavos, violet. 

This triangular stamp, though of 
somewhat peculiar appearance and 
shape, tits better into the corner of an 
envelope than the lilac one of 1865, as 
it has a t·ight angle. 

Gen~tine. 

Nicely lithographed in black on rather thin, coloured wove paper. 
The large 2 of 2! has a solid top wi th a clot in th e centre. The 
solid band or label bearing the inscriptions is divided into three 
parts by faint lines. One of th ese lines is und er co of cORREos, 
another is under s of NALES, and the thi rd is under the s of CENTS. 
Both limbs of each u of uu are of equal thickness. 

F orged. 

Lithographed in an exceedingly careless and blotchy way on wove 
paper, rather thicker than the genuine. The colour of the paper is 
a dark violet, mauy shades darker than that of th e genuin e, which 
approaches more to a lilac hue. The whole impression is so much 
blotcl1ed that the details of the stamp are almost illegible. There is 
no liue under the co of CORREOS, and the other two lines are almost 
invisible. The large 2 of 21 has a curled head. The right-hand 
limb of each u of uu is a hair-stroke. This forgery is ungununed. 
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Postmarks. 

The genuine stamps usuall y bear the ornamental oval describecl 
with fonner issues. This forgery has a sort of very large o, uy way 
of imitation of the ornamental oval, containing the word BOGOTA in 
large thick capitals. I think this forgery need not deceive anybody, 
it i; so badly executed. 

Same issu e. "Rejistr o," 5c., b lack on white. 

This stamp is a good deal smaller than it> prP.decessor of 18135, 
and, perhaps, more convenient; but I think 
the design is not so original. I t is something 
like the annexed i llustration, with R in the 
centre instead of A. 

Genuine. 

Typographed (1) in black, on greyish -white 
. wove paper, rather thin and soft. There are 

four vertical lines of shading to be seen, both in 
the top and bottom hollows of the central R, and the top point of 
th e star above the said R does not touch the ulack circuLtr outline 
rtuove it. The o of REJISTRO is nicely shaped, and the top of it is 
not flat or broken in any way. The top star of the three before 
RE.JISTRO is a good deal small er than the two below it, and the top 
star of the three after the said word is also smaller than the two 
below it. The middle star of the three before REJISTRO does not 
touch the outline of the black circle, and the lowest star of t he said 
tln·ee has its left lower point absunlly too long. The lowest star of 
the three after REJISTRO has a similar long point, but not quite so 
much exaggerated as the other. The stop after the EE does not 
touch eir her the E or the u, and the stop after the uu almost touches 
the u, but not the D after it. T he second o of COLO>IBI A is a good 
deal too large, ami comes 11mch lower than the level of the Land M 

on each side of it.. This will be found an easy test. The narrow 
white rin.~ outside the inscription REJISTRO 5 CENTAVOS is equally 
broad all the way ronnel. T he li ttle oval containing the 5 just above 
the T of CEXTAVOS has a white knob proj ecting from each side of it, 
and the right-hanLl knob is rather longer and more oval than the 
left-hand one, which is almost perfectly round. 

Forged. 

Tolerably well lithographed on paper very similar to that of the 
genuine, but much whiter. T he top bole or hollow of the central 
It has four lines of shading inside it, but the bottom one bas only 
tlu·ee. The top point of the star just above the said R touches the 
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black outline under the r of REJISTRO. The o of REJISTRO is very 
badly drawn, and it is quite flat at the top. The stars before t1nd 
after REJISTRO are all about the same size, except the lowest one 
after the said word, which is larger than the others. The middle 
star of the three before REJISTRO touches the white ring to the left 
of it. The lowest of these three stars does not show the long point 
which is so conspicuous iu the genuine, neither does the similar 
lowest star on the right-hand side after REJIS1'RO. The stop after 
the EE distinctly touches both the E before it and the u after it, and 
the stop after the uu touches the u before it and the Dafter it. The 
second o of COLOMBIA is not at all too large, as the lower part of it 
is exactly level with the r, before it and the M after it. The narrow 
white ring round the inscription REJISTRO 5 CENTAVOS is very much 
narrower above the letters TRO of REJISTRO than anywhere else. 
The white knob which projects from the right side of the little oval, 
above the T of CENTAvos, is almost exactly the same size and shape 
t1s the similar knob which projects from the left side of it, both 
being very nearly circular. 

PostmctTks. 

The genuine stamps bear the oval before mentioned, and the 
fotgeries also bear a very good imitation of it. 

I think this forgery is above the average, and likely to deceive. 

Same issue. "Sobre Porte," 25c., black on blue. 

Genuine. r 
Lithographed in black, on rather thick, hard 

wove paper, of a pale, dull blue tint. The condor's 
beak is very short, so that the whole head is hardly 
much wider than the s of UNIDOS just above it. 
The cap of Liberty is tall, and reaches quite to the 
top of tl:te central compartment of the shielcl 
which contains it. The isthmus is not touched by 
the ship b elow it. There are no lines of shading '~--''-----'____:j 
on the sate\ centml compartment of the shield. The middle of the 
right-hand flag has hardly any shading at all upon it. The motto 
" LIBERl'AD, ORDEN" on the scroll below the condor is easily 
decipherable. There are nine five-pointed stars below the shield t1nd 
flags, and all the stars are at considerable distances from each other. 
Tl:tere is a large white stop after CORREOS N ALES, and the black lxmcl 
upon which these letters are inscribed is perfectly solid. The 
inscription above the shield reads ESTADOS UNIDOS DE COLOliBIA and 
the stop after it is small and round, and near the A. The 2 a;1d 5 
of tl:te 25 in tl:te lowest band are close together, nicely shaped, and 
the ta1l of the 2 1s not too long. The letters of the word CEN1'AVOS 
in this lower bane\ are very fat. 
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Forged. 

Coarsely li thographed on very thin wove paper, of a much more 
intense and darker ulue than the genuine. The condor's beak is long, 
and the head is as wide as the s and half the D above it. The cap 
of Liberty in the central compartment of the shield is short, and 
does not nearly reach to the top of the central compartment. The 
ship below the isthmus touches the said isthmus very distinctly. 
There are some short lines of shading at the sides of the central 
compartment of the shield, which do not appear in the genui ne. The 
middle of the right-hand flag is very darkly shaded. The motto 
on the scroll is ut terly illegible. There seem to be eleven stars below 
the shield, but they are so strangely blotched, and so confusedly 
placed, that it is difficult to count them. This will serve as a very 
ready test, for the said stars in the genuine are very far apart. There 
is no stop after CORREOS NALES, and the ground behind the latter 
word is blotchy, instead of being solid. The inscription above the 
shield reads ESTADOSUNIDOSDECOLOMBIA, as there is not the slightest 
eli vision between the words. The stop after this wonderful word is 
large and clumsy, and too far from the A. The 2 and 5 of the 25 in 
the lowest label are far apart ; the 2 is much shorter than the 5, and 
has an absurdly long .tail. The letters of the word CEN'rAvos in this 
lower band are thin and ragged, and the cis a good deal smaller than 
the rest. 

Postmarks. 

The genuine almost invariably bear part of a written word. All 
the forgeries which I have seen were cancelled with a shapeless 
blotch. There is a broad, thick, and ragged line round the whole 
of the stamp in the forgeries which does not appear in the genuine. 

I do not think this forgery likely to deceive. 

Issue of 1871. 1 Centavo, green. 

Gentt.ine. 
There is a great variety in the stamps of this 

issue, both as regards colour and n1od e of printiug. 
The earliest copies are well executed in a dark 
olive-green ; the later impressions are in a sort of 
dull apple-green, and not so distinct. The earlier 
impressions also show some short lines of shading 
at the sides of the central compartment of the 
shield, which are not visible in the later ones. 

Lithographecl, colours as above described, on thi n, very soft wove 
paper. The top compartment of the shield is diviclecl from the 
second by a very thick and prominent dark line, and the second 
compartment is divided from the bottom one by two very thin lines, 
placed close together, but not blotched, or touching each other at 
all. The cap of Liberty in the middle compartment is placed upon 
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a short pole, which can be seen even through the cap itself. The 
vessel above the isthmus is Yery distinct ; it is a three-master, 
saili n« 1 o the left. The vessel below the isthmus is not so clear ; it 
looks 1 ike a rowing-boat, in front of a lighthouse which is standing 
upon a rock ; but I am not sure what it is really intended for. The 
letters uu in the inscription touch each other at the top, and the 
stop after them does not touch either the u before it or the D after 
it. There is a thin curved line just under the o of DE. 

F orged. 

Very poorly lithographed on similar paper to that of the genuine, 
apparently always in dull chalky olive, varying from light to dark. 
The line dividing the top compartment of the shield from the second 
is not at all prominent, and very little thicker than the lines of 
shading in the upper compartment. The two lines separating the 
second compartment from the third are always blotched and joined 
together for the greater part of their length. The cap of Liber ty in 
the central compartment is not upon any pole at all, and, in most 
copies, the top of the cap touches the outline above it, which is never 
the case with the genuine. The Yessel above the isthmus is very 
different from the original ; it looks like an omnibus, with horse, 
passengers, etc., more than anything else, and is not in the least 
like a three-masted vessel. The thing below the isthmus is simply 
a roundish blotch, with a short line proj ecting from it at the top, 
and another from the right-hand side. The letters u u in the 
inscription are some distance from each other. The second u is 
smaller than the first, and the stop after them touches both the u 
before it and the D after it. There is a thick, wedge-shaped blotch 
just under the D of D E. 

Postmarks. 

I have never come across a cancelled copy of the genuin e. The 
forgeries are obliterated with eight or ten parallel straight lines 
forming an oval. 

Issue of 1872. 2 Centavos, brown. 

I am thankful to say that this is the last of 
the very long list of Granada forgeries in my 
possession; and I fancy that my readers must 
be thankful too; for touy'ours perdrix becomes 
rather wearisome after a w h.ile. 

Genuine. 
Lithographed on paper very similar to that of ====="-' 

the l ceutavo just described. There are two small scrolls in the top 
corners of the stamp, containing the motto ; the left-hand ,;croll 
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bears the word LIBERTAD, the right-hand one has ORDEN. These 
words are very cliotinct, and will be found a very easy test for the 
genuine. In each of the bottont corners there is a figure 2, with a 
dot before it, another after it, and a third beneath it (" ? ·). The 
spears bearing the flags are very distinct. Quite a t hird of the left­
hand flag-the third nearest to the SJ>ear or Jlag-staf\'-is covered all 
over with little dark doto. 

Lithographed on thickish, white wove paper, rather harder than 
the genuiue. The word LIBERTAD in the left-hand top corner is 
totally illegible, and the word ORDE>I in the right-hand top corner 
seems to be "ORGIA." There is no clot after the 2 in the left-hand 
bottom corner, and none either he fore or after the 2 in the right-hand 
bottom corner. The inscription reads EF. uu ., instead of EE. uu . 
Each flagstaff is formed by one siugle line, inotead of two. The 
part of the left-hand flag nearest to the stall' is quite white, instead 
of being dotted. 

Postmarks. 

I have never seen a cancelled copy of the genuine. The forgeries 
are postmarked with a rectangle of rough blotches ; these blotches, 
if more distinct, would probably resolve themselves into large 
diamond-shaped dots. 

GREAT BRITAIN. 

Of c0urse I need hardly say that there are not many forgeries 
of our own stamps to be met with in England, as it would be 
rather a risky matter to offer them for sale; and the only ones I 
have seen are counterfeits of the one penny, black, the "V.R.," 
and of the one penny l\1ulreacly envelope. 

I ssue of 1840. One Penny, black. 

Genuine. 

Engraved in faill e-douce, on thick, yellowish­
white wove paper, ·watermarked. with a small 
c:·own. The qneen's nose is almost straight. The 
ornaments on the top of the coronet are crosses 
pattee, and roses on stems, alternately. At the 
bottom of the circlet at the base of the coronet 
there is a row of oblong j ewels not very distinctly 
defined, about ten in number; and between this 
row and the top ornaments, there is a row of 

ei:;hteen faint whit~ pe~rls. There is a large white stop alter the 
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"·ord PENSY, which is very close to the Y. In each of the top 
corners is an ornament which the engravers eYiclently intewJed 
for a heraldic rose, but which is really a cross pattie, containing 
a sort of asterisk of twelve points, each asterisk having a wllite 
centre containing a round black dot. The queen's face is shaded 
all over. There are some sma ll ohlong white dots to be seen ln 
the centres of the ornamental loops of engin e-turning Uo\\'n the 
right-hand border of the stamp, hut hardly any clots visible in the 
loops clown the left-hand side. There is a very faint zig-zag pattern 
formed by the engine-turning in the background, in two lines, one 
just in front of the face, and the other just behind the head, runniug 
from top to bottom of the central rectangle. There is no row of 
white clots under the word POSTAGE, nor any row of oulique white 
lines or dashes above the words ONE PENNY. 

Forged. 

Lithographed on thin wove or laid white paper. There is no 
watermark. The queen'~ nose is very deciUedly aquiline. The 
ornaments on the top of the coronet are of crosses pattee, and of 
plain knobs on stems, alternately. There is a row of thirteen ronnel 
pearls round the bottom of the circlet at the base of the coronet ; 
and there is no row of pearls between this and the top ornaments, 
though there are a few black clots for auout a fifth of the way round 
from the back. There is no stop after the word PEN KY. In each of 
the top corners there is a white square, containing a black star with 
four long points and about five very short ones. Each star has a 
white centre, but only the right-hand one has the black dot in the 
middle of the white centre. The front vf the face, especially round 
the mouth, is devoid of shading. There are very prominent round 
white dots in the large loops formed by the engine-turning on both 
sides of the stamp. There is a very pron1inent zig-zag pattern 
running from top to bottorn of the central rectangle, ju't before the 
face and just behind the head. There is a row of small whi te dots 
just under the word POSTAGE, and a row of distinct oblique white 
Jines or dashes over the words ONE PE:\'NY. 

Same issue. Official; 1 penny "V.R.," black. 

This stamp was n ever issued to the public, and some h ave 
asserted that it was only an essay. I do not know anything of 
its h istory. 

Genuine. 

Exactly like the genuine ld. just described, except that there is a 
star in the lower comers, and the letters V.R. in the upper corners. 
It wa~, of course, engraved with these differences from the beginnincr, 
so that there are no marks of any erasures in the corners. The 
watermark is the same as on the ordinary black ld. 
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First Forgery. 

Lithographed on thin white paper, no watermark. This is merely 
the forgery just described , with the lower letters sti ll remaining, hut 
the stars in the upper corners erased, and the letters V.R inserted 
in their place. The remains of the stars can be distinctly seen 
behind the letters. 

Second Forgery. 

This is better than the other, being the genuine lcl. black, with 
the letters V.R printed in the top corners, and the crosses puttee 
removed. The lower letters still remain, and there are tokens of the 
erasure of the upper crosses, so t hat it can be easily detected. Of 
course in this forgery the paper and watermark are exactly the same 
as the genuine. 

Postmarks. 

The genuine stamps almost invariably bear a sort of hollow 
Maltese cross, struck in l>lack or red. The black was first used, but 
the authorities found that the colour did not show well on a black 
stamp, and so changed it to reel. I have never seen the "V.R." post­
marked. The forgeries bear a colourable imitation of the Maltese 
cross, but always in black. 

I ssue of April, 1840. Envelope, on e p enny, black . 

This is the well-known ' ' Mulready·" envelope. It was issued 
both as a cover or letter-sheet, and also as an envelope; but the 
d esign, in both cases, is exactly the same. 

Gen"ine. 

Engraved in tcLille-do11ce on thick, very yellowish-white wove 
paper, very soft, and hav ing several silk threads in the sub;tance of 
the paper, at both top and bottom edges of the cover or letter-sheet. 
These threads are not always the same in number and colour, but 
the normal set consists of three red threads at the top and two blue 
ones at the bottom of the letter-sheet, or the same obliquely for the 
envelopes. There is a stop after each of the words or letters, w. 
MULREADY, R.A., and also a stop after JOHN THO~!PSON. Below the 
words POSTAGE ONE PENNY there is a very large transverse oblong, 
containing the word POSTAGE in large clotted letters on a network 
ground, and printed upside down, so that, when the sheet or cover i_s 
folded, this word appears, right side up, at the bottom of the back 
of the envelope. The sides of the letter-sheet contain various 
postal instructions and announcements, but the cover has not got 
them. 
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Forged. 

Typographed on very white wove paper, thin and very hard. The 
design is an exact copy of the original, almost line for llne ; but 
there is no stop after JOH~ THOMP~ON, and only a stop after the A of 
W MULREADY R A. The large oblong, with the word POSTAGE on it, 
below Pos·rAGE 0::\'g PENNY, is absent. There are no silk threads 
through the paper, and the design is maue up into an ordinary 
modern eavelope, gummed as usual ; whereas I never saw the 
originals fastened with any thing but sealing-wax or a wafer. I do 
not know that this envelope was maue for the purpose of fraud, or 
whether it was 111 erely a sort of proof of an illustration for some 
stamp periodical, but a foreigner would easily be taken in by it, so I 
desct·il>e it Lere. 

Postmarks. 

The genuine stamp was cancelled invariably with the sort of 
ornamental Maltese cross described above, usually struck in red. 
The forgery before me has, I suppose by the help of an ordinary 
penny stamp, passed the post, and is obliterated with the mouern 
circular postmark, and is dated" LO~DON, 9 MY 77." I have seen no 
imitation of the twopenny envelope, nor, indeed, of any other 
English stamps except the ones mentioned above. 

GRENADA. 

The Grenada stamps are very pretty, and the engine-turning 
upon them is very delicately executed. There are two different 
forgeries known to me, but they are alike in almost every part 
except the lower insc ription, so that I shall not trouble to 
separate them. The prettiness of the genuine, and the 
delicate engine-turning, are very poorly represented on the 
counterfeits. 

One Penny, green ; Sixpence, rose. 

1860; thick paper, no watermark, perforated 15. 
1864 ; rather thinner paper, watermark a small 

star, perforate<l 15, and also 14 . 
1875; thinner paper, large star watermark, per­

forated 15. 

Genuine. 

Engraved in taille-douce on wove paper, vary­
ing as above; perforated 15, or 14, either without 

p 
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watermark, with small star, or with large st:u , according to the date 
of issue. Round the circlet, at the base of the Queen's coronet, 
there are two rows of pearls, with a row of blotchy, indistin ct­
looking jewels between the two rows of pearls. The whole of 
the groundwork behind th e portrait in the central oval is form ed 
by cmssed vertical and horizont,tl lines. There is no spot over th e 
Queen's left eyebrow. Each corner of the stamp is ornamented 
with a white cro>s pattee; and each cross pattee contains a small 
plain cross, wi th a dark dot in the centre of it. The head of 
th e p of PENCE, or of PENNY, a~ th e case may be, is a good deal 
laraer than the tail, so that the tai l, or bottom of the upright strok e, 
appears to be far too short. There are either 18 or 19 pearl s in the 
necklace ; it is diffi cult to say which. The last letter of PE>ICE or 
PE>INY, at the bottom of the stamp, almost to uches the righ t-hallll 
end of the label containing it. 

Forged. 

Lithographed on yellowish wove paper of medium thickness, no 
waterm ark, perforated 12!. Hound the circlet, at the base of 
the Queen's coronet, there are three di stinct rows of pearl s, 
without any row of blotchy j ewels. The background, insicle the 
oval, is solid ahove the coron et, and almost solid in the right­
hand half of the oval. There is a very di stinct dark spot over 
the Queen's left eyebrow, almost above the inner corner of 
it. This is very easily seen. There is a very poor attempt at a 
cross pattee in the left-hand lower corner; but all the other corners 
have a white square, containing a sort of coloured asterisk, or eight­
pointed star. This is a very easy test. The P of PENNY or PE>ICE 

is an ordinary block capital P, wi th the tail of equal length with th e 
head. There are 16 pearls in the necklace, and they are easier to 
count than in the genuine. The last letter of PENNY or PE:< CE, at the 
bottom of the stamp, is a long way from the right-hand end of the 
label containing it. 

Postmarks. 
The genuine stamps bear either a smallish oval form ed by th in, 

parallel straight lines, with letter in the centre; or two concentric 
circles, with name and date in between the cir·cles, and large letter 
in the centre ; or a single circle, like our own comn1on date-stamp, 
with name in straigh t line in the circle, and date below it. 

The forgeries are either uncancelled, or have an oval of parallel 
bars. 

The orange stamps, surcharged with crown and value in green, 
are fi scals. As I said above, I have not separated the two forgeries. 
The first has the words of value just like the .genuine, i.e. in broad 
block lettering; whilst the second type has the said words in th in 
lettering, very uneven. The two forgeries are, of course, identical 
in the various tests given above. 
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GUATEMALA. 

Issu e of 1871 ; 1, 5, 10 , 20 Centavos. 

Genuine. 

Nicely engraved in taille-douce, on rath er thi ck, 
yellowish-white wove paper; no watermark; per­
forated 14. The general design is like that of 
the l centavo here appendecl; but all the values 
differ slightly from each other. The sun above 
the shi eld is represented with eyes, nose, and 
mouth ; and th ere are thirty-six white lines or 
rays round it. The upper half of the shield bears 
six vertical white bars, and part of a seventh bar, 
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the latter being the last bar on the left-hand side of th e shi eld. The 
sun is perfectly circular, the outline of it being composed of a very 
fine line, which is not smudged or blotched anywhere. The point 
at the bottom of the shield is exactly above the place where the 
two branch es cross each other. The leaves of th e oak-branch, to the 
left of the shield, do not touch the outline of the inner oval. 

F orged. First Set. 

Lithographed on very common white wove paper, perforated 13. 
There are only thirty-four white rays round the sun. The upper 
half of the shield bears five perfect white bars, with parts of an 
imperfect sixth and seventh showing, respectively, to right and left 
of the others. The sun is not circular; and its outline is t hi ck and 
blotchy. The point at the bottom of th e shield is a good deal to the 
right of the place where the two branches cross each other. One, at 
least, of the leaves of the oak-branch on the left of the shield 
touches the outline of the inner oval. 

Forgecl. Second Set. 

These counterfeits are a good deal better than the ones just 
described ; but can hardly be called dangerou s. Lithograph ed on 
hard, very white wove paper, perforated 13. 'The sun has only eyes 
and mouth ; and there are forty-one white rays round it, the extra 
rays being, no doubt, to compensate for the lack of nose ; the upper 
half of the shield bears seven perfect vertical white bars. The sun 
is tolerably circular, but the outli ne of it is thick and uneven. The 
point of the shield is exactly above the place where the two branches 
cross each other, just as in the genuine. One of the leaves of the 
oak-branch to the left of the shield touches the outline of the inner 
oval. All the stamps of this set are copied from the type of the 
genuine 1 centavo. 
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P ostrnarks. 

The genuine stamps seem to be almost invariably cancell ed with 
thi ck parallel bars, with a numeml in th e centre of th em. The 
coun terfeits are postmarked with a large square or rectangle of round 
or oval dots; or else with an oval, form ed by three parallel straight 
Jines at top and bottom, and two curved ones at each side, the centre 
of the said oval being blank. 

Issu e of 1875. Head of Liberty; 1 real , blue. 

There is a set of four values of this issue; but I have only 
seen th e 1 real forged. The design differs considerably in all 
four values of the genuine ; but I will continc myself to the 
d escription of the 1 real. 

Genuine. 

Finely engraved in taille-dottce, being, I suppose, the work of tl1e 
American Bank-note Company. It is printed on decicledly thick 
wove paper, of a yellowish-white, without watermark, and perforated 
12. The background behind the head of Liberty is composed uf 

crossed horizontal ami vertical lines, placed 
very close together. The top I ip of the goddess 
is very short; and the bottom lip seems, as it 
were, to push it up a lit t le. Exactly at the 
top of the head there is a sort of nick, which 
can be easily seen. Perhaps the easiest test 
for the genuine is the tip of the nose, which is 
exactly level with th e E of CORREOS. The 
wreath on the head of Liberty is arranged in 
fi ve separate sets of leaves ; the first, second, 
an d third sets bearing three leaves each, and 
the fourth and filth sets having two leaves only. 

Most of the background just outside the central oval is shad ed 
simply with perpendicular lines; but tbere are some horizontal lines 
as well, close up to th e lettered labels. The left-hand edge of the 
stamp, outside the design, is entirely shaded with perpendicular lines. 
Each of the littl e shields containing the figure of value has a thin 
line running round the whole shield, inside the border, at a li t tle 
distance from the edge. The little ball-ornament, between the oval 
and the top of the right-hand bottom shield, is a perfect oval. The 
corresponding ball-ornament, between the oval and the top of the 
left-hand bottom shield, is shaded almost all over. 

F orged. 

Rather nicely lithographed on poor, thin, very white wove paper, 
pin-perforated 13. The background behind the head of Liberty is 
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solid; i.e. i t has no lines of shading in it at all, but is all dark. The 
top lip of the goddess is abnormally long, and dominates over the 
lower one. There is no sign of the nick at the top of the head. The 
tip of the nose is exactly level with the centre uf the second o of 
CORR EOS. T he first, second, third, and fourth sets of leaves in the 
wreath have three leaves each ; the fifth set has two leaves. All the 
portions of background immediately outside the central oval are 
shadecl with crossed li nes, as is also the left-hand edge of the stamp 
outside the <lesign. T he lines which ought to be seen inside the 
co rner shields, runn ing round each of them inside the border, are 
absent. The little ball-ornament between the oval and the top of 
the right-hand bottom shield is very badly shaped, being j ammed 
into a space too small for it. The corresponding ball-ornament 
between the OV<ll and the top of the left-hand bottom shield has 
hardly any tmce of shacling upon it at all, and it is very tar from 
being of the nice oval shape of the one in the genuine. Not a 
single A in any of the inscriptions has a cross-bar to it ; so that 
each is like aa inverted v. 

P ostmarks. 

The genuine stamps bear either a very large star struck in black 
ink, or an oblong postmark, which contains name and numerals. The 
counterfeits bear either seventeen oblique parallel lines, forming an 
oval, or else a large square of square dots. 

I think this forge1·y is good enough to deceive a good many of 
our younger brethren ; but those who have once seen the fiu e 
execution of the original stamp are not likely to be taken in by a 
lithographed imitation. 

I ssue of 1877-8; 2 r eales, carmin e. 

There is a full set of values of this 
issue ; but I have only seen counterfe its 
of the 2 reales. Mr. P emberton, in his 
H andbook, seems to doubt t he au thenticity 
of this issue altogether, apparently because 
the style of printing is so infe rior to t hat 
of the issue last descr ibed ; bu t I have, as 
yet, seen nothing more against them. And 
it must not be forgotten that, even in 
England, we have reverted to the lower 
and cheaper style of epa,.gne, after printing the penny and two­
pence values in the higher sty le of taille-douc~ for nearly forty 
years ; so that a retrograde movement does not necessarily imply 
falsity. 
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Genuine. 
Engraved in epa,.gne on rath er thick wove paper, tinted with a 

pinki, h shade; machine-perforated 13, very cleanly cut. The tail of 
the 2 in the right-hand bottom corner almost touches the right-hand 
boundary-line of the scroll in which it is placed. The words DO~ 
REALES in the bottom scroll are not placed centrally in the scroll, 
but are too near the top of the scroll. Each of the two birds, 'in the 
top corners of the stamp, has six white patches or bars across its 
wing, four out of the six being very distinct. The outer long tail­
Lather of the left-hand bird is very blunt at the point; and th e 
corresponding feather of the tail of the ri.c:ht-hand bi1xl is also blunt, 
but not quite so much so as the other. The young lady has a head­
dress composed of five feathers; the ones on each side of the middle 
one project qui te across the white oval line and touch the dark lower 
outline of the name-label aboye them. 

Forged. 

Very nicely lithographed on pink-faced white paper, about the same 
thickness as the genuine; pin-pricked 13, very badly. The tail of 
the 2 in the right-hand bottom corner is very short, and it is a long 
way from the boundary of the scroll wh ich contains it. The words 
DOS REALES are too near to the bottom instead of the top of the 
label containing them. Each of the birds in the top corners of the 
stamp has only four white bars or patches on its wing, th e whole of 
them being equally distinct. 'I' he outer long tail-feather of each bird 
is very sharp at the point, the right-hand one being especiall y so. 
The left-hand one is very close to the left side of t he scroll containing 
the 2 ; and, in some of th e copies on the sheet before me, the point 
of the feather actually touches the scroll. The feathers each side of 
the middle one, in the young lady's headdress, scarcely project into 
the white oval line, instead of going right across it ; and they are, of 
cnurse, a long way from the clark lower outline of the name-label. 

Postmarks. 
The only cancellation of the genuine which I have seen at present 

is the large star, descri bed in the las t issue. The postntark on the 
forgeri es is GUA'l'E~IALA 27 MAYO, 78, in a single-lined circle, rather 
small. 

Of all the Guatemala forgeries I th ink that the one just dissected 
is by far the hest, and it may fairly be called dangerous. I have not 
seen many copies yet ; but I am afraid that it is likely to have a 
good sale. 

Bogus Stwrnps. 

There are some bogus stamps for Guatemala, which I ought not to 
omit describing. They are very beautifully engraved in tailte-douce, 
on very thick, hard wove paper; machine-perforated 12. The 
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design contains a ship, trees, harbour, rocks, tnountains, boats, &?., 
in a circle, with GUA'fEM ALA in a curved label above, and value 111 

full below, a sun surrounded by rays in each of the corners. I do 
not kn ow how many values there are ; I have only seen the cinco 
centavos, struck in a variety of colour!:), yellow, green, blue, brown, 
&c. This stamp appears to be the work of the American Bank- Note 
Company; but I know nothing of its history, or of its raison d'ette. 
PossiUly it was an essay. 

Forgery of the B ogus Starnps. 

The above bo;,us stamps have been very la1·gely forged. They are 
poorly l itl wgrapheU on bad, th in paper, irregularly piu -pricked, and 
post-uw .. rke~..l wi th four concentric circle.:; , A s the originals are 
woJ·thless, it wi ll be ueeclless to go in to the details of their imita­
tions. 

HAMBURG. 

Most of the fo rgeries of this country are part icul arly well 
done; but t his, perhaps, is not so very much to Le wondered 
at, consiJering that the town has, fo r years, been the manufac­
t vt·y of forgeries for all the world. One thing which makes 
one set of the perforated forgeries so deceptive is, that the said 
perforat ion is most careftllly executed; very unlike the careless, 
bauly-done pin-perforation usually to be met with in forged 
stamps. 

To avoid un necessary repetition, I had better state here that 
most of the Hamburg stamps are watermarked ; inclmling the 
-/,- , 1, 2, 3, 4, 7, 9 schilling, and the first type of t he 24 
schilling. The watermark is for med by a sort of very mag­
nitieJ representation of the serpentine perforat ion of the 
F inland stamps ; that is to say, there is an excee<lingly wavy 
line d rawn 1rom one end to the other of each horizontal row of 
stamps in the sheet. When the stamps are separated , this 
lea1·es each one with a sort of magnified horseshoe, or large u 
upon it, a lmost as large as the stam p itself, and which may be 
either with the bend of the u upwards, or inverted. Occa­
sionally, but very rarely, genuine stamps may be found, of the 
ones mentioned above, without watermark ; but I t hink this is 
only because they have been accidentally impressed upon a part 
of the paper not containing any port ion of the watermark. 
·with regard to the unused stamps now offered for sale, I fancy 
that a good many of them are reprints. 
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Perforation. 

l\Iost of the stamps are found both unperforated, and machine­
perforated 13. The unperforated ones are on thick, yellowi;h-white 
wove paper, backed with very yellowish gum. The perforated ones 
are on much thinner, wove paper, whiter, and backed with white 
gum. My readers will please remember that the above description 
holds good for all the genuine, unless specially described to be 
otherwise in the following pages. 

Engraving. 

All the stamps, unless otherwise specified, are engraved iu epargne; 
and, in nnu8ed specimens, the large, central figure usually seems to 
be slightly embossed, owing to the pressure of the die or cliche 
having forced the paper up into the hollow of the figure. 

Owing to the fact of each value of the genuine heing separately 
engraved, and of there being two or more furgel"ies of each value, 
this expose of the forgeries of this country has cost me an enormous 
amount of labour; but I fancy that it will enable any collector to 
Uecide for himself, concerning the genuinenes:S, or otherwi~e, of any 
of his own specitnens. 

~ Schilling, black. 

Gennine. 

Engraved in epa•·g•~e, 1mperforated, and perforated 13, thick or 
thin wove paper, both watermarked, as mentioned auove. There are 
three long Jines of shading, not reckoning the outline, at the encl of 
the scroll to the left of th e H of HA,IBORG; and three simi lar lines 
at the other end of the scroll, to the right of the G. In the bend or 
loop of the same scroll above the H, there are eight very short Jines; 
and t here are eight lines also in the corresponding bend or loop 
above the G. The cross-bar of the B is placed centrally hetween the 
top and bottom of that letter. The thick part of the tail of the G 
of this word, just below its cross-stroke, points straight downwards. 
The middle of the top outline of this upper scroll , just above the 
n of HA>JBORG, comes very close to the thin, inner outline of the 
top frame; so that there wou ld be only room to draw one very thin 
liue between the frame and the nearest pa1·t of the scroll. There is 
one straight line of shading in the lower scroll, to the left of the P 
of POSTMARK F.; and there is a f~tint indication of a simi lar line at 
the other eud of the bottom scroll, after the E of POST>IARKE. None 
of the letters of POST~IARKE touch each other anywhere. In the 
left-hand bend or loop of the lower scroll, below the P of POST­
MARKE, there are eight short lines of shaUing; and seven simi lar lines 
in the bend of the scroll, at the other end, below theE of POSTMARKE. 
This lower scroll comes very near to the thin, inner outline of the 
bottom frame, under the M of POSTMARKE ; but it does not actually 
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touch i t. TheE of ETN, in the inscription on the left-hand side of the 
stamp, does not touch the little trident-shaped ornament below it. 
In the word HALBER, the A has a very distinct tail, or final upstroke 
which is quite half as tall as the letter itself. The L of this word 
has ridiculously long cross-strokes both at the top and the bottom ; 
and the B has a similarly large cross-stroke at the top. The final R 
is at some distance from the little trident-shat>ed ornament below it. 
In the inscription down th e right-hand side of the stamp, the s 
of SCHILLING does not touch the trideut-shaped ornament above it. 
The cross at the top of the ceutral tower does not touch the lower 
outline of the name-scroll above it. The ends of the lower scroll 
containing the word POSTMARKE, are both at equal distances fron1 
their respective sides of the frame. 

First Forgery. 

Lithographed on very white, medium wove paper ; no watermark, 
nicely perforated 13. T here >1re two long lines of shading and one 
short one, at the end of the upper scroll, to the left of the H of 
HAMB URG, and one long line and two short ones at the other end of 
the scroll, to the right of the G. In the bend or loop of thi s scroll, 
above the H of HAMBURG, there are seven short l ines of sho,ding ; and 
there are seven similar lines in th e corresponding bend or loop at the 
other end of the scroll, above the G. The cross-bar of the H is 
placed too high up. The th ick part of th e tail of the G, below the 
cross-stroke, curls forwards to the right. The middle of the top out­
line of this upper scro ll is at a good distance from the thin, inner 
outline of the upper frame, above the B, so that two thin lines could 
be dl'i1wn between tile frame and the nearest part of the scroll. 
There is one curved line of shading in the lower scroll, to the left of 
the P of POSTMARKE; but not the slightest indication of any similar 
line at the other end of the scroll, to the right of the E of POST­
~IARKE. In this latter wore!, the T and M touch at the top, and the 
letters UARKE all touch each other at the bottom. In the left-hand 
hend or loop of the lower scroll, below the P of POSTMARKE, there 
are seven short lines of shading, the outer and inner ones Ueing mere 
dots; and in the simi lar loop or bend at the right-hand end of this 
scroll, below the E of POST>1ARKE, the1·e are six short lines of shad ing. 
The micldle of this lower scroll almost touches the line below it. The 
E of EIN, in the inscription down th e left-hand side of the stamp, 
distinctly touches the little trident-shape•! ornament below it. The 
A of HALDER has no tail-stroke; bei ng merely like the ordinary small 
printed "a." The L of this w01·d has a cross-stroke at the top a 
l ittle longer than usual, but not notably so, and a ve1·y short cross­
stroke at the bottom. The top of the B in t his same word has hardly 
any cross-stroke. The bottom of the R of this wor·d alrnost touches 
the trident-shaped ornament below it. In the inscription down the 
right-hand side of the stamp, the s of SCHILLING just touches the 
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trident-shaped ornament above it. The cross at the top of the 
central tower distinctly touches the outline of the scroll above it, 
just under the beginning of the B of HAMBURG. The ends of the 
lower scroll , containing the word POST.MARKE , are not equidistant 
from their respective ends of the frame, the left-hand end being very 
much nearer to the siJe than the right-band end is. 

Second Forgery. 
This, I think, is an older counterfeit than th e one just described, 

but I have only seen it lately. Lithographed, on thiu, soft, laid 
paper, of a very decidedl y yellow tint, unperforated, and badly 
perfomterl 12. There are only seven short lines of shading in the 
bend or loop of the scroll above the R of HAMBURG ; and there are 
six similar short lines of shad ing in the bend or loop at the other 
end of the scroll, above the G of HA,IB URG. The single line at each 
end of the Pos·rMARKE scroll is hlotcherl so as to touch the end of 
the scroll. The letters MAR of POS'"IARKE all touch each other at 
the bottom. In the left-hand Lend or loop of the lower scrol l, 
below the P of POSl'liARKE, there are four long lines of shading and 
oue short one ; and in t he bend or loop at the opposite end of the 
sc1·oll, below the E of Pos'n!ARKE, there are six liues of shading, but 
so very much blotched that it is possible there may he seven lines. 
The A of HALBER is :tn ordinary small "a" without any tail 
curling- up, and the top-strokes of th e R, L, and Bare quite ' mall, 
inste;td of being abnormally large. The top of the s of SCHILLING 
ju.1t touches the little trident-shaped ornament above it. The cross 
on the top of the central tower plainly touches the lower outline of 
the name-scroll, under the B of HA)JBURG. The lower sc1·oll is 
placed too much to the left, so that the end near the P of POSTMA RKE 
toucbcs the side of the stamp, but the other end of the scroll is at 
some distance fro1n it. 

1 Schilling, brown . 

Genuine. 

Paper and watermark the same as in the ~ schilling. There are 
three long lines of shading, not reckoning th e outline, at the end of 
the upper scroll, to the left of the R of HA~!BURG, and three long 
lines and one short one at the other end of the scroll , to the right of 
the G of HA)[BURG. In the left-hand bend or loop of the same scroll, 
above the H of HAMBURG, there a.re five lin es, and the commence­
ment of a sixth ; there are also five lines and part of a sixth in th e 
corresponding bene! or loop at the other end of the scroll, above the 
G of RH!BORG. The tai l of th is G points slightly forward, but it is 
a long distance from the bottom outline of the scroll. There is a 
small horizontal line or stroke in most copies, just above the space 
between the letters UR of HAMBURG. There is one straight line, and a 
dot as well, at the left-hand end of the lower scroll, before the P of POST-

stampsmarter.com 



HOW TO DETECT FORGED STAMPS. 219 

MARKE ; and the said line touches the top outline of the scroll. The 
top of the 1' does not touch this line. There are Rix lines and a dot 
in the bene! or loop below the P of POSTMARKE, and six lines and a 
dot in the corresponding bend or loop below the E of POSO'MARKE at 
th e other end of the scroll. None of the letters of this word touch 
each other any where. The o leans over very much to the right; 
this is so marked as to ue noticed instantly. The lower tail of th e K 
lies very dose to the perpendi cul ar stroke; hardly slanting out from 
it at all. This lower tail j oins the perpendicular stroke at or near t he 
centre of that stroke. The curly ornaments each side of th e word 
E I N on the ]eft. hand side of th e stamp do not tonch the left uord er 
of the frame. The cross on th e top of the central tower cloes not 
touch the lower outline of the scroll above it. The right.J. and >tar 
does not touch the top of the tower below it. The upper scroll, 
co utaining the word HAJl BU RG, is nearer to the right .s id e of the 
frame than to the left; and the lower scroll, containing POST~:lARK E, 
is equidi staut between both sides of the frame. The lower outline 
of this bot tom scroll almost touches the bottom of the frame, just 
under the M of POS'l'MA RKE. 

FiTst F orgery. 

Li thographed; no watermark ; paper same as in forged ! Rchilling, 
nicely perforated 13. Th ere are two long lin es and one short one, 
not rec koning the outline, at the end of the upper sct·oll, to th e left 
of the H of H AM B URG ; and three long lines and a faint short one at 
the other end of the scroll, to th e right of the G of H AMB URG, these 
latter being almost th e same as the genuine. In the left·hanrl bend 
or loop of thi s scroll, above the B, th ere are only four lines of 
shading ; and, in th e corresponding bend or loop, above the G at th e 
other end of the scroll , there are four lmes and two clots. The tai l 
of the G curls forward and downward so far that it very nearly 
touches th e lower outline of the scroll to the right of the G. The 
letters U R touch each other at the top, and there is no inclication of 
any line or strok e above them. The letters AMB all touch e;tch other 
at the bottom, though th ey are all separate in the genuine. There is 
one straight line at the end of the lower scroll to the left of th e P 
of POSTM ARK E, and this line does not touch the top outline of the 
scroll. The top of th e P goes across th e top of thi s line, and touches 
the left-hand end of the scroll. There are three lines and two do ts 
in the bend or loop below the P of POSTMARKE ; and four lines and 
three clots in the corresponding bend or loop at th e other end of th e 
scroll, below the E of PO.;TMARKE. In this word th e T and ~~ touch 
each other at the top, and the letters 'LARKE all touch each oth er 
at the bottom. The o does not lean over to the r ight at all ; the 
lower tail of the K spreads out a good way from the perpendicular 
stroke, and joins it a good deal above the centre. The ctuly orna­
ments each side of the word EIN, on th e lefL·hancl side of the stamp, 
touch the thin, inner line of the left border very distinctly. The 
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cross on the top of the central tower touches the lower outline of the 
top scroll just below the middle of the B of HAMBURG. The right­
hand star just touches the top of the tower below it. The upper 
scroll, containing the worU HAMBURG, touches the frmne on the left­
haiHl side, and is a long way from it on the right-hand side. The 
lower scroll also touches the left-hand side of the frame, and is a 
loag ''""Y from the right-hand side of it. The middle of this lower 
scroll is rather more distant from the uottom of the frame than the 
mi,lclle of the upper scroll is from the top of the frame; so that the 
said lower scroll is a good deal further from the bottom than in the 
genuine. 

Second Forgery. 

This is a very good lithog1·aph. It is printed on very yellowish­
white /aiel, and also on wove paper; no watermark; unperforated, 
al!ll ba<ll_y perforated, 12. All the lines of shading are very fine and 
thin; ind ee(l, they are finer than in the genuine. The three long 
liaes of shttding at the left-hand end of the upper scrol l, to th e left 
of tl1 e H of HAMBURG, are not all parallel with each other, and two 
out of the three run together at their bases. There are three long 
l iaes and oae short one at the other end of this scroll, to the right of 
tl1e o, as in the genuine, but they are uroken, and rather wavy and 
inclioti nct. In the loop above the H of HHll.lURG there are five 
short liues ; and there are five lines and a clot in the corresponding 
loop over tl1e G of HAMBURG, but the latter are very faint. The base 
of the s<tid a is very ugly, and sticks out to the right, far beyond the 
rest of the letter. There is no line above the space between the 
letters UR of HAMBURG. There is one straight line, but no dot, at 
tl1 e left-hand end of the lower scroll, to the left of the P of POST­
MARKE; but this line does not even come level with the top of the 
P, awl therefore is a long way from the top outline of the scrol l. 
There are six rather coarse l ines (coarse compared with the others 
before described) in the loop uelow the P of POSTMARKE, and six also 
in th loop l1elow the E of POSTMA RKE. The T of this word has its 
1·ight-lwnd cross-bar hanging down lower than the l eft-hand one; 
aucl the letters AR touch each other at the bottom. The o leans over 
a li ttle to the right, but not marked ly so. The lower tail of the K 

of this word lies close to the perpend icular strok e, as in the genuine, 
hut it. joins too high up. The cross on the top of th e central tower 
t ouches th e lower outline of the upper scroll, below the n of 
HAMllURG. This upper scroll is ecjuiclistant from both sides of the 
fram e, but the lower scroll is very much too near to the left side : in 
the genui11e, it is the npper one which is too much to the left, and 
the lower one which is at equal distances from both sides of the 
fram e. The upper scroll touches the top frame of the stamp above 
the B of HAlii3URG; and the corresponding part of the lower scroll, 
helow the M of POSTMARKE, is at some little distance from the 
bottom frame of the stamp. 

stampsmarter.com 



HOW TO DETECT FORGED STAMPS. 22 1 

2 Schilling, vermilion. 

Genuine. 

Engraving, paper, 'vatermark, &c., exactly the same as in the 
geuuine i schilling. The three long lines of shading in the ld't- lmn<l 
end of the upper scroll, to the left of the H of HA>IB URG, reach <jUite 
to the upper and lower outlines of the said scroll ; and the thr"e 
similar lines at the other encl of the scroll, to the left of th e a, are 
almost as long as the first-namecl three. In the left-hand Lend or 
loop at the end of the scroll, above the H of HAMBURG, there are 
seven lines of shading and a. dot; and, in the corresponding Lend or 
loop of the scro ll at the other end, above the G of HAMBURG, there 
are six lines of shading only. The cross·stroke of the said G reaches 
almost Jar enou;sh to totteh the perpendicular line of shacliug 
immediately after it. In the left-hand end of the lower scroll, to the 
left of the P of POSTMARKE, there is one line of shacling, <tuite 
distinct from the out line of the end of the scrol l. At the right­
hand end of this lower scroll, after the E of POSTMARKE, there is a 
similar line, quite di sti nct from the outline of the end of the scroll. 
The left-hand loop or bend of the lower scroll , below the P of l'O~T­
UARKE, contains nine lines and a clot ; and the right-hand loop or 
bend, at the other end of the scroll, below the E of POST3rA RKE, 
contains seven lines only. The letters RKE of l'OS1'MA RKE are very 
close together at the bottom, hut do not actually touch each other. 
The letters WE of the word zwEr, on the left-ham! side of the stamp, 
do not touch each other ; and the curly ornament after ZWEI cloes nut 
touch the upper scroll containing the word HAMllORG. The left-hand 
side of the curly ornament above the A of HAMBURG touches t he 
thin, inner line of the top frame; and so do both sides of the curly 
ornament above the R of HAMBURG. 

First Forgery. 

Lithographed; paper same as that of the forged t schilling; no 
watermark; nicely perforated, 13. The three lines of shacl ing in the 
left-hand end of the upper scroll, to the left of the H of HAMB URG, 
are all too short; none of them touch the top outline of the scroll, 
and only the outside one of the three touches the bottom outline. 
The three lines at the other end of the scroll, to the right of the G 
of HAMBURG, are very much too short, so that their tops are not near 
th e top outline of the scroll. In the left-hand bend or loop at the 
end of the scroll, above the H of HAMBURG, there are six lines of 
shading; and, in the corresponding loop at the other e1 ul of the 
scroll , above the G of HAMBURG, there are ten lines of sha<ling. The 
cross-stroke of the said G is a long way from the nearest perpeu.licular 
line of shading. In the left-hand end of the lower scroll , to the left 
of the P of POSTMARKE, there appears to be a line of shacli ug, but it 
i& blotched into the outline of the end of the scroll almost its whole 
length. The line at the other end of the scroll, after the E of POST-
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MARKE, is a little more di stinct; Lut it also is blotched into the 
outline of the end of the scroll for a good part of its length. The 
left-hand loop or bend of the lower scroll, below the P of POSTMARKE, 
con tains nine lines; and the corresponding loop or bend at the other 
end of the scroll , below the E of POST~ I A RKE, contains eight lines. 
The letterR KE of POSTMARKE rli;tinctly j oin each other at the 
bottom, but the R is not particularly close to the K. The letters WE 
of the word zwEr, on the left-h and side of the stamp, are joined 
together at the top ; and the curly ornam~nt after ZWEI runs into the 
lower outline of the upper scroll containi ng the word HA~IBURG. The 
left-hand side of the curly ornament, above the A of HAMBU RG, does 
not touch the thin, inner line of the top frame; and the curly orna­
ment above th e R of HAMBI!RG does not touch it either. There is a 
di stin ct horizontal line above the 1' of POSTMARKE, which does not 
appear in the genuine, This forgery is hardly so good as th e ~ 
schilling and l schilling previously described; the design being 
more blotchy, 

Second Forgery. 

· Lithographed, in better sty le than the first forgery, on soft laid 
paper ; no watermark; unperforated, or bad ly perforated 13. It 
very probably exists on wove a!Ro; but I have not seen the latter. 
There is, of course, no watermark. The inner line of the three in 
the scroll, to the left of the H of HAMBURG, is a good deal shorter 
than the other two, and dues not touch either top or bottom outline 
of the scroll. At the other end of this upper scro ll, to the right of 
the G of HAMBURG, there are three long lines and one short one, the 
latter being extra. In the bend or loop above the H, there are seven 
short l ines, bnt no dot, and the same in th e loop above the G. Part 
of the single line of shading at the left-hand end of the lower scroll, 
before the P of I'os·nlARKE, is blotched into the outline of the scroll. 
The similar line, after the E of POSTMARKE, has a curve or wave in 
it, near the bottom. There are twelve thick short lines, and a dot in 
the loop below the P of this latter word, and nine rather thinner 
lines in the loop at the other end of th e scroll below the E. The 
letters RKE of POSTMARKE all touch each other very distinctly at the 
bottom, The z of ZWEI has a little >troke projecting from th e right 
side of the top of the up-stroke, and a similar piece projecting from 
the left side of the bottom of it. There is no trace of these pro­
jections in the genuine, which is merely an ordinary Z, like the one 
here given. The right-hand side of the little curly ornament over 
the R of HAMBURG touches the thin line of the frame above it ; and 
both sides of the similar ornament above the A of HAMBURG are at 
some little distance from the thin line of the top frame. In the 
genuine, both scrolls are equidistant from both sides of the frame of 
the stamp; but in this second forgery, the lower scroll is too much 
to the left; i.e. tbe left-hand end of it almost touches the side of the 
frame, and the right-hand end is a good distance from the other side 
of the frame. 
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Same type ; 2! Sch illing, green. 

This stamp is found (date unknown) on 
thick wove paper ; no waterma rk, as well as 
with paper and watermark uniform with the 
rest of the set. The latter stamp was issued 
in 1864. It is not nearly so common as the 
others, the unwatermarked one on the thick 
paper being much the more common of the 
two. 

Genuine. 

223 

Engraved in dpargne, either on thin, watermarked, wove paper, or 
on thi ck, unwatermarked, wove paper, as just desc ribed . The two 
scrolls are both set equidi stant from the sides of the frame ; the top 
scroll does not touch the top of the frame, and the bottom scroll does 
not touch the bottom of the frame. There are three Jines and a dot 
in the end of the top scroll to the left of the n of HAMBURG, and 
three lines at the other end of the scroll, to the right of the G of 
HAMBURG. There are eight short lines of shading in the bend or 
loop above the H, and six lines and three clots in the corresponding 
bend or loop above the G. The single line before the P of POS"l'MARKE 
goes right to the top and bottom of the outline of the scroll; and 
the corresponding line at the other end of the scroll does not touch 
either the E of PoSniARKF., or the top or bottom of the scroll. 
There are nine or ten short lines in the loop or bend below the P 
and eight in the loop below the E ; but they are rather blotch eel in 
my copies, so that I am not absolutely certain. None of the letters 
of POST~lARKE touch each other anywhere, and the o is oval, and 
leans over to the right. The little ornamental curls, above the A 
and R of HAMBURG, alrnost touch the thin line of the h·ame above 
them ; the ones below os of POST~IARKE «lmost touch the line below 
them ; the one below K does touch, and the one below R of POST­
MARKE touches the bottom of the scroll below the R. The cross on 
the top of the central tower does not touch the scroll above it. The 
tail of the G of HAMBURG is short, and does not go near the 
boundary of the scroll below it. The trident-shaped ornament 
below the H of HAMBURG does not touch the outline of the scroll 
under the H. 

First Forgery. 

Lithographed on wove paper like that of the first forgery of the t 
schilling, no watermark ; nicely perforated 13. The bottom scroll is 
equidistant from both sides of the frame, as in the genuine; but the 
top scroll is too much to the right, and the end of it actually touches 
the right-hand side of the frame. The top of the top scroll is a 
long way from the thin outline of the frame ahove it, and the 
bottom of the bottom scroll touches the thin outline of the frame 
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below it. There appear to be four long lines and a short one in the 
top scroll, to the left of the H of HA)fBURG; and there are three 
lines at the other end of the scroll, to the right of the G of HAMBURG; 
but, in both cases, the lines are much blotched, and are inclined to 
run together. There are only five short lines in th e bend or loop 
above the H; am\ six lines and a dot in the conesponding loop above 
the G; but in tbis latter case the dot is at the outer end instead of 
at the inner one. The Ringle line in the bottom scroll, to the 
left of the P of POSTMARKE, does not go right to the top of the 
scroll, but bends over, so as to join the head of the P. The cor­
responding line at the other end of the scroll runs, in like manner, 
into the top of the E of POSTMARK E. There are nine very distinct 
short lines in the bend or loop below the P of POSTMARKE; and 
eight blotchy anrl irregular mres in the loop below the E of POST­
MARKE. The letters KB of thi s word are joined at the bottom; and 
the o is too round, and very nearly upright. The little ornamental 
curls above the HA and RG of HAMBURG are a long way from the 
thin outline of the frame above them ; the ones below the os of 
POST)IARKE are also at a good distance from the thin line of the 
frame uelow them, and so is the oue below the R of this word ; but 
the one below the K touches the thin line below it very distinctly. 
The croes on the top of the central tower touches the outline of the 
scroll above it. The tail of the G of HAMBUHG is long, points 
obli <juely down to the right, and runs into the outline of the scroll 
uelow it. Th e trident-Sh'lped ornament below the H of HAMBURG 
touches the outline of the scroll below the H. 

Second Forgery. 

Lithographed on thin laid paper, of a very yellowish tint; no 
watermark, badly perforated 13. The background is drawn better 
than that of the preceding forgery, but the large 2 is too long, and 
touches the outline of the bottom scroll between os of POSTMARKE. 
It is the dark portion of th e figure which touches. The tov sCl'oll 
is set too much to the right, but the end of it does not actually 
touch the right-hand side of the fram e. The bottom scroll is set 
properly. The top of th e top scroll touch es the thin outline of the 
fram e above it, and the bottom of the bottom scroll almost touches 
the thi11 outline of the frame uelow it. There are ten fine short 
lines in the loop or bend above the H of HAMBURG; and nine in the 
conesponding loop above the G of HAMBURG. There are three long 
lines at each end of this upper scrol l. The single line in the bottom 
scroll, to the left of the P of POSTMARKE, does not go either to the 
top or bottom of the scroll, and is very much curved; and the 
si milar line, at the other end of the scroll, to the right of the E of 
POST)IARKE, goes right to the top and bottom of the scroll. There 
are nine short lines in the loop below the P, and ten in the loop 
below the E of POSTMARK£; they are very distinct, and can be 
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easily counted. The letters MARKE are all connected together at the 
bottom ; the o is more like the genuine than th e o of the last forgery. 
The little ornamental curl s above the HA and RG of HAMBURG are a 
long way from the thin outline of the frame above them; the ones 
below the os of POSTMARKE are a long way al so from the thin out­
line of the frame below them; the one below the R of POSTMARKE 
almost touch es the Lottom of the scroll below the R, and the one 
below the K j1tst touche8 the thin outline of the frame below it. The 
cross on the top of th e central tower touches the outline of the 
scroll above it. The trident-shaped ornament below the H of HAM· 
BU RG almost touches the outline of the scroll below the H. The 
thick outline of the frame is extremely broad in this forgery, quite 
double the width of either the genuine or the first forgery. 

3 Schilling, b lue. 

Genuine. 

Paper and watermark as in the other values. There are four lines 
and a distinct clot before the H of HAMBU RG, and four equal long 
liues and one very short one after th e G of that word. There are 
five little lines aud a blotch in the loop or bend above the H, and 
four lines in the loop or bend above th e G. There are two lines to 
the left of the P of POSTMARKE; five or six little clots above the P, 
and two short lines and three dots under the P. There are three 
short lines under th e end of theE of POSTMARKE. In the loop or 
bend below the P, there are nine short lines, and there are eleven 
similar lines in the loop or bend under the E, which lines, by the 
way, are very r<trely blotched. The H of HAMBURG has its cross-bar 
exactly in the middle, the u is slanted a little to the right; the 
tongue or central proj ection of the large 3 is cut off quite square; 
theE of DREI is level with the Rand r; the s of SCHILLI NG does not 
touch the trident-shaped ornament near it; the o of POSTMA RKE is 
tall· and oval, and the T is very li ttle slan ted, so that it is almost 
parallel with the first stroke of the M which follows it. The blue 
colour of this stamp has generally a more or less greenish tinge about 
it. 

First Forgery. 
This is a most remarkably nice-looking stamp ; but it is printecl 

on transverse laid paper instead of wove; barlly perforated 13, and 
has no watermark. There are only three lines and no dot before the 
H of H.HIBU RG, and four varying long ones and a short one after the 
G. There are six littl e lines in th e loop or bend above the A, and 
seven in the loop or bend above the G; and all the said lines are very 
faint and thin.. There are three lines to the left of the P of POST­
MARKE, six little upright dashes above the P, and three below it. 
There are two indistinct lines under the end of the E of POSTMARK E, 
and two very faint scratchy lines after theE, instead of the one thick 
blotchy line of the genuine. In the loop or bend under the P there 

Q 
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are twelve short lines, and eleven in the similar loop or bend under 
the E of POSTMARKE. The cross-bar of the H of HAMBURG is rather 
too high up; the o of POS1'MARKE is too round, and the bottom of it 
is considerably above the level of the bottoms of the P and son each 
side of it. All the rest of the stamp is an extremely close and success­
ful copy of the genuine. I have only see this forgery printed in 
shades of ultramarine blue. 

Second Forgery. 

This is not nearly so good as the other; it is on stout, very white, 
unwatermarked wove paper; nicely perforated 13. There are fi ve 
lines before the H of HAMBURG, and four long lines of different 
lengths, and one very short one after the G. There are four very 
faint lines in the loop or bend above the H, and six thick lines in the 
bend or loop above the G. There are three lines before the P of 
l'OSTMARKE, the inner one being very short , and three indistinct 
blotches immediately above the P, and none at all below it. There 
are no clots under the E of POSTMARKE, as the end of that letter runs 
into the outline of the scroll beneath it. In the loop or bend below 
the P, there are ten lines, and t here are about ten in the si milar loop 
below the E, though these latter are generally so much blotched as 
to be almost undecipherable. The tongue or central projection of 
the large 3 ends in a point ; the E of DREI is taller than the letters 
each side of it. The cross-bar of the H of HAMBURG is very much 
too high up ; the u is slanted over to the right in a most absurdly 
exaggerated Jnanner ; there is a dot above the R, which is not found 
in the genuine. The s of SCHILLING touches the trident-shaped 
ornament near it; the o of POSTMARKE is too round, and the Tis 
ridiculously slanted to the right, so that it is not anythi ng like pamllel 
with the first stroke of the M . I have on ly seen this forgery in very 
pale and chalky ultramarine. 

4 Schilling, green. 

Genuine. 

Engraving, paper, anrl watermark as before. There are three 
almost perpendicular lines before the H of HAMBURG, the outer two 
reaching from the top to the bottom of the scroll ; there are four 
lines after the G of HAM BU RG, the outer three being almost equal 
in length. There are five lines and a blotch in the loop or bend 
above t he H, and six lines in the loop or bend above the G. There 
are two nearly straight lines before the P of POSTMARKE, and 
these lines reach almost to the top and bottom of the scroll. There 
is one long line, with portions of a second, after the E of this latter 
word, and the long line reaches to the very top and bottom of the 
scroll. '!'here are either ten or eleven short lines in the loop or bend 
under the P, and ten in the loop under the E of POSTMARKE. The 
H of HAMBURG is crossed in the centre ; the B is nicely drawn, and 
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slopes a good deal over to the left; the u slopes as much the other 
way; the tail of the G points directly downwards, and the whole 
scroll is placed e<1uidistaut from both sides of the frame. The cross 
on the top of the central tower is of a somewhat pattee shape, i.e., 
the head and arms are slightly wedge-shaped, with the thinnest parts 
at the centre; the two stars have very sharp points, and the lowest 
poiut of the right-hand star almost touches the tower below it. The 
shading below the large 4 does not run into the outline of the scroll 
beneath it ; and the shadow of the cross-bar projecting from the 
back of the figure does not reach to the perpendicular outline of the 
right-hand tower. The ·r of POSTMARKE leans over very much 
towards the M; the top of the A is rather pointed; the head of the 
K is larger than the lower portion of it. The scroll itself is equi­
distant from both sides of the frame, and the central portion of the 
scroll, below theM of POST}IARKE, touches the frame below it. The 
four trident-shaped ornaments all touch the scrolls, below the H and 
G of HAMBURG, and abuve the o and K of POS'l'MARKE respectively. 
The I of vIER has a very large, round dot, and this dot is not level 
with the top of the v, but considerably below it. The s of 
SCHILLING is a long way from the trident-shaped ornament above it, 
and the dot to each I of this word is lower than the tops of the 
letters LL. 

First Forgery. 

This is tolerably well done; lithographed on very 'rhite, thin 
wove paper, nicely perforated 13. There are two very sloping lines 
before the H of HAMBURG, neither of them touching the upper out­
line of the scroll; there are five lines after the G of this word, all of 
different lengths, the outer one being longest, and the others getting 
gmd ually shorter. There are six lines in the bend or loop above the 
H, and the same number in the bend or loop above the G. There 
are two very curved lines before the P of POSTMARKE, the outer one 
bei-ng much thicker than the other, and neither of them going near 
to either the top or bottom of the scroll. There is a short thick line 
after the E of POSTMARKE, not reaching to either top or bottom 
of the scroll. There are ten distinct lines in the loop or bend under 
the P, and nine in the loop under the E of POSTMARKE. The H of 
HAMBURG is crossed a little too high up, but nut so conspicuously so 
as in some of the forgeries described before ; the B is very clumsy 
and badly drawn, and it is almost upright ; the u does not slope 
much to the right; and the tail of the G curls forwards, whilst the 
left-hand side of the scroll almost touches the frame to left of it. 
The cross on the central tower has perfectly plain and parallel lines 
to form the head and arms ; most of the points of the stars are 
particularly blunt,_ and neither ~tar touches the tower. The shading 
below the large 4 JOms the outhne of the scroll abo1'e the MAlt ot 
POSTMARKE, and the shadow of the cross-bar projecting from the 
back of the said 4 joins the perpendicular outline of the right-hand 
tower. The T of POSTMARKE is almost upright compared with the 
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genuine ; the top of the A of this woril is very broad, and is cut off 
quite square ; the head of the K is much smaller than the lower 
portion of it ; the middle of the scroll, below the M of POSTMARKE, 
does not touch the outline of the frame beneath it. One of the 
four trident-shaped ornaments touches the outline of the scroll 
below the G of HAMB URG ; the other three ornaments do not touch 
either of the scroll s. The I of VIER has an oval clot, <JUite small, 
and level with the very top of the v. The s of SCHILLING runs into 
the triden t-shaped ornament above it; the clots to the r's of this 
word are level with the tops of the letters LL. 

Second Forgery. 

Lithographed on very yellowish, perpendiculal'ly laid paper, 
rather hard and thin ; no watermark, unperforatecl, or perforated 
12~. An instant test for this stamp is that the cross on the top of 
the central tower touch es the outline of the scroll below the B of 
HAMBURG, which is not the case with either the genuine or the 
forgery just described. The said cross is of the proper shape. There 
are three very sloping lines before the H · of H AMBURG, none of the 
three touching either top or bottom of the scroll. There arc only 
three lines after the G of this word. There are four indistinct lines 
in the loop above the H, and five only in th e similar loop above th e 
G. The lines before the P of POSTMARKE are like the genuine; there 
is only one line after the E of this word. There are only eight lines 
in the loop or bend under the P , and nine in the loop under the E. 
There is a flaw or scratch right through the B of H AMB URG, which is 
not seen in the genuine; the B is rather clumsy and almost upright; 
the u slopes a good deal to the right, the G is like the f:(enuine. The 
points of the stars are almost as sharp as in the genuine, and the low­
est point of the right-hand star actually does touch the outline of the 
tower below it. The shading below the large 4 runs into the out­
line of the lower scroll, above the letters MAR of POSTMARKE; the 
shadow of the cross-bar of the 4 is like the genuine. The T of PO" T­
MARKE is very nearly upright; the top of the A is square and broad, 
as in the first forgery ; the scroll is a very litt le too near to the right­
hand side of the frame. The central portion of this lower scroll 
just touches the fram e under the M of POSTMARKE. The triclent­
shapeil ornaments touch the scrolls as in the genuine. The clot to 
the r of VIER is very nearl y level with the top of the v. The s of 
SCHILJ,c <G almost touches the trident-shaped om ament above it, and 
the clots to the two I's of this word are level with the tops of the 
letters LL, 

7 Schilling, orange. 

Genuine. 
Engraving, paper, and watermark, as before. The upp <'r scroll is 

too near to the right-hand side of the frame, and the lower scroll is 
too near to the left-hand side. The left-hand corner of the upper 
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scroll almost touches the thin, inner line of the top of the frame ; 
but the right-hand corner is farther off. There are two di stinct, long 
lines, and the top and bottom portions of a third line before the H 
of HAMB URG, and four lines of varying length and thickness after 
the G. The tail of th e said G points downwards. The cross on the 
central tower is badly drawn, with a squeezed-up look, and the top 
arm is wedge-shaped, and a loug way from the outline of the scroll 
above it. Neither of the stars touches the battlements. There is a 
distinct space between the dark bottom of the 7 and the outline of 
the scroll below it. In the por tion of the castle-door at the side of 
and below the 7, there are six: thick lines of verti cal shading, all of 
difl'erent lengths. There is one stmight line of shading before the P 
of POSTMARKE, which touches the bottom outline of the scroll, but 
does not reach quite to the top of it. There is also one line after 
th e E of POSTMARKE, which touches the bottom outline of the scroll 
and almost touches the top of it. None of the letters touch each 
other in either of the scrolls. In the loop or bend above the H 
of HAJIIDURG there are several lines of shading, and in the loop above 
the G there are seven also. In the loop below the P of POSTMA RKE 
there are nine lines, and in the loop below the E there are nine also. 
There is a sort of tendril of th ree cmls issuing from the outline of 
th e lower left-hand corner of the top scroll, below, and to the left 
of the H ; and there is a tendril of two curls issuing from the out­
line of the top left-hand corner of the lower scroll, just above the r . 
This lat ter tendril is similar in shape and direction to the one 
above the R of HAMBURG, except that it is smaller, and that both 
curls are alike. The s and N of SIEBEN and the s of SCHILLING do 
not touch the t rident-shaped ornaments near them; the curled head 
of the G of SCHILLING does not touch the outliue of th e upper scroll; 
and the stop after the G is large, and placed equidistant between the 
G and the scroll above it. 

First Forgery. 

Lithogmphed in very yellowish-orange on stout wove paper ; no 
watermark, nicely perforated 13. The upper scroll is ec1uidistant 
from both sides of the frame ; the lower one is placed l ike the 
genuine. The corners of the upper scroll are a long way from the 
th~n inner line of th e frame above them. There is oue long line 
and one short one before the H of HAlll BURG, and there are four lines 
of almost equal length after th e G. The tail of the G poi uts forwards 
to the right. The cross on the central tower is large, its top and 
side arms are perfectly straight, and t he top (which is too tall) just 
touches the scroll under the B of HAMBURG. The lowest poin t of the 
left-hand star touches the battlements of the to wer below it. The 
dark bottom of the 7 is blended wi th the outline of the lower 
scroll above the MA of POSTliARKE. There are only three vertical 
lines of shading to be seen in the portion of the castle-door visible 
below and to the left of the 7. There is a thick and very curved 
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line before the P of POSTMARKE, which does not come up level with 
the top of the P. There is a very short line after the E, which is 
bent, so that its ends touch the end of the scroll, but not the top or 
bottom. The letters HAMB of HAMBURG are all joined at the bottom, 
and so are the letters MARKE of POSTMARKE. There are five blotchy 
lines in the loop above the H, and sixc lines and a clot in the loop 
above the G. In the loop below the P of POSTMARKE there are five 
lines, and either ten or eleven in the loop below the E. A very easy 
test for this forgery is the fact of there being no tendrils issuing from 
the scrolls, either below the B of HAliBURG or above the p of POBT­
MARKE, the forger having apparently failed to notice them. The s 
and N of SIEBEN touch the trident·shapecl ornaments near them ; 
the curl proceeding from the head of the G of SCHILLING issues from 
the top of the head instead of the right-hand side of it ; the said 
curl almost touches the trident-shaped ornament near it; and the 
stop after the G touches the tail of the letter, and almost touches the 
outline of the upper scrol l. The lower scroll touches the frame 
below theM of POSTMARKE, but it is at some distance from it in the 
gentune 

Second Forgery. 

Lithographed on thinnish wove paper of the same texture as our 
first ~cl. news bands ; uo watermark, unperforatecl. The colour is a 
good imitation of the genuine. The upper scroll is eq uidi stant from 
both sides of the frame, an(! the lower scroll touches the left-hand 
side of the frame. The upper corners of the top scroll are a long 
way from the inner line of the top of the frame. There are two 
lines and the upper portions of two others before the H of HAMBURG. 
The tail of the G of this word points forwards to the right. The 
dark bottom of the 7 just joins the upper outline of the bottom 
scroll , but not so very much so as in the first forgery. The castle­
door shows about five vertical lines of shading, but they are very 
indistinct. There is one curved line before the P of POSTMA RKE, 
reaching from the top to the bottom of the scroll. There are eight 
Jines of shading in the loop or bend above the G of HAMBURG. In 
the loop below the P of POS'l')IARKE there are either six or seven 
lines of shading; and there are about eleven in the loop below the 
E. I have only one specimen of this forgery, and the postmark falls 
upon the two loops just mentioned, so that I have not been able to 
count the lines with absolute certainty. The tendril-ornament 
below the left-hand end of the upper scroll is like that of the 
genuine; but the one above the P of POSTMARKE has its stem 
Inclining from right to left, instead of from left to right. The top 
of the s of SCHILLING touches the trident-shaped ornament near it. 

Third Forgery. 

Nicely lithographed in the correct shade of orange, on thinnish 
laid paper; no watermark; unperforatecl, or perforated l2t. Th~ 
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corners of the upper scroll are a long way from the top frame. 
There are three lines of varying lengths before the H of HAMB URG, 
and two thick lines after the G. The top of the cross almost 
touches the scroll under the B. The right-hand star touches the 
battlements below it. The dark bottom of the 7 blends with the 
outline of the lower scroll between the letters MA of POSTMA RKE. 

There is a curved line of shading before the P, and a short and very 
faint line after the E; the latter does not reach to either the top or 
bottom of the scroll. The letters ARK E of POS'l'MARKE are all joinecl 
together at the bottom. There are eight lines in the loop above the 
H of HAMBUHG, and six in the loop auove the G. The two ends of 
the tendri l-ornament above the 1) of POSTMA RKE are not the least 
like those of the ornament above the G of HAMBURG ; for they turn 
upwards instead of downwards. The stop after sCHILLING is 
extremely faint 'and small. 

7 Sch illing, mauve. 

Genuine. 

This is exactly like the 7 schillin~, orange, in all things but colour. 

Forged. 
This is exactly like the firs t forgery of the 7 schilling, orange, in 

all things but colour. 

9 Schilling, orange-yellow. 

Genuine. 

Engraving, paper, watermark, etc., as before. The middle of the 
upper scroll almost touches the top of t he frame, and usually does 
touch it in heavily-printed copies. The two ends of th e said scroll 
are equidistant from both sides of the frame. The bottom of the 
lower scroll touches the bottom of the frame; its left-hand end is 
not parallel with the side of the frame, but slopes considerably, so 
that the bottom corner of the said left-hand end touches the side­
frame, and the upper corner of it is some distance from the side-frame. 
There are five lines before the H of HAMB URG, the outer four reaching 
from top to bottom of the scroll, and the lower end of the inner one 
touching the bottom of the H. There are also fi ve lines after the G; 
but the centre one is broken in the middle, so that only the top and 
bottom of it can be seen. There are six, and sometimes seven lines 
in the loop above the H, and seven in the loop above the G. There 
are two lines and parts of two others before the P of POSTMA EKE, 

aiHl one line and parts of another after the E. There are about ten 
lines in the loop below the P, but 8ome of the inner ones are very 
indistinct ; and th e1e are about fourteen in the loop below the E. 
The letters of the word POSTMARKE do not touch each other at the 
bottom. The courses of brickwork can be very distinctly traced in 
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the hollo'v. of the head of the 9 ; and there are two very thick 
vertical lines between the head and tail of the said 9, where the 
door of the castle is supposed to be. The shading below the tail of 
the 9 does not run into the outline of the scroll below it. The cross 
on the central tower does not touch the scroll above it, and the stem 
of the cross is absurdly thin, Jar thinner than the rest of it. The 
stars are a long way from the towers below them. The first N of 
NEON is a good distance from the curly ornament before it, and the 
final letters UN almost touch at the bottom, but not at the top. The 
lines on the dome of the central tower are set at equal distances 
from each other, so that all the white spaces are of equal size. The 
rounded part of the shading at the back of the 9 comes almost to 
the perpendicular outline of the right-)1and tower, and the tail of 
the said 9 has an in war<l curl. The central portion of tLe M of 
POSTMARKE is cut off square at the bottom. 

First Forgery. 

Lithographed in yellow on rather stout, very white wove paper, 
no watermark, very well perforated 1 3~; also on very hard wove 
paper, unperforated. The middle of the upper scroll is a long way 
from the inner line of the frame auove it ; and the scroll is set too 
much to the left, so that the left-hand end touches the left side of the 
frame, and the right-hand end is a long way from the right side of 
the frame. The left-hand end of the lower scroll is almost perfectly 
parallel with the line of the frame, and does not touch it anywhere. 
There is a dim, curved u]otch before the H of HAMBURG, the bottom 
of which touches the bottom of the H; there are live lines after the 
G, the inner one being the shortest, and the centr<tl one not broken. 
The loop above the H contains five very faint lines; and there are 
seven or eight in the loop above the G. There are two lines before 
the P of POSTMARKE, one long, and the other very short; and a 
single line, generally broken, after the E. There are seven lines in 
the loop below the P, aml seven to nine in the loop below the E. I 
do not attad1 very much importance to the number of lines in the 
loops just described, in the case of this 9 schilling value, because I 
have one or two forgel'ies in which the lines seem to vary, though all 
other parts of the design are ab.olutely alike in the said forgeries; 
so I expect that heavy or Jjght printing will cause a variation in the 
number of these little lines. The letters ARKE of the word POS'r ­
MARKE all touch each other at the bottom. The courses of 
brickwork in the hollow of the head of the 9 are not at all distinct; 
the vertical lines are tolerably clear, uut the horizontal ones are 
alrllOSt iuvisiule. There are four very thick vertical lines uet.ween 
the head and tail of the 9, where the castle-door i• snpposed to he. 
The shading below the tail of the 9 joins the top outline of the 
bottom scroll above the letters MA of !'OSTMARKE. The stem of the 
cross is as wide as the oLher parts of it. The left-hand star touches 
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the tower below it. In most copies the first N of NEON touches the 
bottom of the curly ornament before it, and the fillal letters UN 

usually touch at the top. The lines on the dome of the central 
tower afford a very good test for this forgery, for the two central ones 
are too far apart, which makes a very distinct, triangular white place 
show in the centre of the dome. The rounded part of the shading 
at the back of the 9 is a good distance from the outline of the right­
hand tower. The tail of the 9 does not curl inwards, but seems to 
point upwards, towards the H of HAMBURG. The central portion of 
the bottom of the M of POSTMARKE ends in a sharp point. 

Second F01·gery. 

Lithographed in orange-yellow, on moderately soft and thin white 
laid paper, with the laid lines running transversely ; no watermark, 
unperforated. The middle of the upper scroll is at some distance 
from the top of the frame. The bottom of the lower scroll does not 
touch the frame below it, and its ends are parallel with the sides of 
the frame, and do not touch it anywhere. There are three coarse 
lines before the H of HAMBURG, none of them touching the H. There 
are also five coarse lines after the G, none of them broken. There 
are four lines, with a heavy blotch outside them, in the loop above 
the H; and five lines in the loop above the G. There are six lines, 
with two blotches outside them, in the loop below the P of POST­
MARKE ; and eight in the loop below the E. There are two long and 
thin vertical lines in the hollow of the head of the 9 to represent the 
courses of brickwork, and there is only a clark blotch between the 
head and tail of the 9 where the two thick vertical lines of the 
genuine ought to be. The shading below the tail of the 9 joins the 
top outline of the lower scroll above letters T;l.< of POS1'MARKE. The 
cross on the top of the central tower touches the outline of the 
scroll above it. The centritl portion of the M of POSTMARKE is 
rounded at the bottom, All the rest of the stamp is a pretty close 
copy of the genuine. I think that the easiest test for Loth these 
forgeries i• in the left-hand end of the lower scroll, which is almost 
exactly parallel w,ith the side of the frame instead of sloping. 

1! Schilling, lilac, violet. 

This stamp is found on thick wove paper, with 
the usual watermark, unperforated ; also on very 
thick wove paper, no watermark, unperforated ; 
also on thick wove paper, watermarked, and per­
forated 13 ; also on thin paper, without watermark, 
and perforated 13. I think the last of these is 
probably a reprint, hut I am not sure. All these 
varieties are rather puzzling to the young amateur, 
whom, by the way, I should recommend to avoid mangy-looking 
specimens, on very thin paper, perforated, without watermark. 
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Genuine. 

Lithographed, in various shades of lilac and violet; paper, &c., as 
above described. As the stamps are only lithographs, they are, of 
course, very inferior to the engraved ones; but some of the earlier 
specimens on the watermarked paper are tolerably clear. The per­
forate<! ones usually look as though the stone from which they were 
printed was quite worn out. There is a stop after POSTMARKE, aml 
the A of this word has a stroke across its top, as well as the usual 
cross-bar in the centre. The outline of the label, between POSTMARKE 

and the base of the castl e, is formed of one single line. The two 
stars are very nearly the same size, though the left-hand one has a 
point more than the right-hand one. The battlements at the top of 
the right-hand tower have eight points ; those of the central tower 
have eight points also ; whi lst those of the left-hand tower, when 
they can be seen above the laq(e figure !- which is only in very clear 
specimens-have only seven. The right-hand half of the door of the 
castle is shaded with ten oblique lines, not very ni cely drawn. The 
line between the two halves of the door is white, but the similar 
line on the right-hand side, which represents the archway, is shaded 
with transverse strokes at interval s, by way of imitating the brick­
work. The white space under the words EIN u. EIN VIERTEL is 
about half as wide as the breadth of the fraction-line of the±"· The 
ground work behind the castle is composed of perpendi cul ar lines, 
crossed by oblique lines running clown from left to right. 

F·irst Forgery. 

Lithographed in dull mauve, on very thin, soft, transversely-laid 
paper ; no watermark, nnperforated. There is no stop after POST­

MARKE, and the A of that word has no stroke across its top, and 
hardl y any central cross-har. The line separating the POSTMARKE 
label from the base of the castle is double, for the part on which the 
castle stands, and single for the rest of its length on each side. The 
right-ll aml star is very much smaller than the left-hand one, being 
hardly half as large. The battlenients on the top of the right-hand 
tower have on Jy six points; the other towers, in my single specimen 
of this fo1·gery, are obliterated by the postmark, so that I cannot say 
how many points their battlements show. The battl ements of the 
said right-hand tower are very ni cely drawn, much better than in the 
genuine stamp. There are only eight oblique lines of shading on the 
right-hand half of the cloor of the castle. The outline of the arch­
way, to the right of the door, is white, without any transverse 
strokes. The white space under the words EIN u. EI N VIERTEL is 
very narrow, only about one-fourth as wide as the breaclth of the 
white fraction-line of the t· Th e groundwork behind the castle is 
composed of vertical lines of shading, crossed by horizontal, instead 
of oblique lines, and the said horizontal lines only show here and 
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there. The paper alone is quite enough to condemn this stamp 
instantly, for, of course, no genuine Hatnburg stamp was ever 
printed on laid paper. 

Second Forgery. 

Lithographed in dull , neutral- tinted violet, on yellowish-white 
laid paper, thicker than in t he first forgery, unperforatecl, no water­
mark. There is no stop after POSTMARKE ; and the A of that word, 
though it has some indication of a stroke across its top, has no cross­
bar in its centre. The outline of the label, between POST~!ARKE and 
the base of the castle, is double, in the part on which the castle 
stands, and single on each side of it. The right-hand star is hardly 
half the size of the left-hand one. The battlements at the top of 
the right-hand tower have only six points ; those at the top of the 
central tower have nine; and the large figure 1 hides most of those 
at the top of the 1<\f't-hancl tower. The ri~ht-hand half of the door 
of the castle is shaded with eight oblique Jines. The outline of the 
archway, to the right of the door, is white, without any cross-strokes 
upon it. The white space under the words E!N u. EIN VIERTEL is 
very narrow, but a trifle wider than in the first forgery. The ground­
work behind the castle is shaded with vertical lines only. 

These two forgeries, as will be seen by the above description, are 
very much alike ; but this one has the lettering larger aml more 
distinct, in the words EIN U. EIN VIERTEL. 

Third Forgery. 

Lithographed in very bright red-mauve, on stout white wove 
paper; no watermark, nicely perforated 13~. I consider this stamp 
decidedly deceptive; it is much the best of the trio. There is no 
stop after POSTMARKE; the A of that word has no stroke across its 
top, and that part of the line on which the castle stands is double, 
as in the other forgeries. The right-hand star is nearly as large as 
the left-hand one. There are eight points on the battlements at the 
top of the right-hand tower, eight at the top ·of the central tower, 
and seven at the top of the left-hand one. The right-hand half of 
the door of the castle is "haded with eight thick, oblique lines, very 
distinct. The archway to the right of the door is quite white ; the 
wide space below the words EIN u EIN VIEERTEL is very white and 
prominent; it is very nearly as broad as the white fraction-line of 
the i, and strikes the eye at once. The groundwork behind the 
castle is shaded with vertical lines, crossed by oblique ones, j ust like 
the genuine. 

I think our young friends will have to be careful lest they be 
taken in by this counterfeit. I do not know how the perforation is 
managed ;. but it is quite as regular as the genuine, though not the 
proper gauge. 
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21 Schilling, straight top label, green. 

This stamp is found on very thick wove paper; no water­
mark, unperforated ; also on thin paper, with the usual water­
mark, unperforated; also on medium paper, with watermark, 
perforated 13; also on medium paper, no watermark, perforated 
13. This latter is very probably u reprint. 

Gen><ine. 

Lithographed in v<wions sha<les of green ; paper, &c., as above 
described. The three c01 uplete courses of brickwork at the base of 
the castle are all of exactly the same height or thickness. The thin 
lines below POSTM AR KE, to the left of ZWEI U, EI N HALB, to the right 
of SC HILLING, and above HAMBURG, are all very close to the thick 
lines of the frame outside them, so that in alm ost all the genuine 
they are blotched together for more or less of ·their length. The 
ground work behind the castle is composed of vertical lines, crossed 
by oblique ones running down from left to right, as in the genuine 
1± schilling ; but in t he great majority of specimens these lines are 
set so very close together that the background appears to be solid. 
The battlements at the top of the right-hand tower have six points, 
and those at the top of the central tower have eight. The right­
hand half of the door of the castle is shaded with twelve o':llique 
lines running down fro m right to left, and some very clear cor)ies 
show also six very thin lines running down the other way, crossing 
from left to right. The stop after SCHILLING is equally distant from 
the G an<.! from the end of the containing-label. 

First Forgery. 

Li thographed on very thin, soft, yellowish-white wove paper; no 
watermark, un perforated. The uppermost of the th ree complete 
cvurses of brickwork at the base of the castl e is slightly lower or 
thinner than the other two below it. The thin line below FOST­
MARKE is very close to the thick line of the frame below it, and they 
touch in several places, as in n1ost of the genuine stamp$; hut the 
other similar lines to the left of ZWEI u. EIN HALB., to the right of 
SGHILLING, and above H AMBURG, are a good deal furth er fro m the 
thick lines of the frame outside them. The ground work behind the 
castle is composed of vertical lines of shauing; but the greater part 
of it is run together into a solid blotch of colour. The battl ements 
in my single specimen are hi<lclen lby the postmark, so that I have 
110t been able to count them. The right· hand half of the door of 
the castle is shaded with ten oblique lines running down from right 
to left, and crossed by seven thi ck lines running down from left to 
right. The stop after SCHILLING is a good deal nearer to the end of 
the label than to the G. • 

stampsmarter.com 



HOW TO DETECT FORGED STAMPS. 237 

Second Forgery. 

This is not nearly so close a copy of the genuine as the forgery 
just described, and yet at the first glance it looks much hetter than 
the other. It is lithographed on very white, medium wove paper; 
no watermark, very nicely perforated 1 3~. The lowest of the three 
complete courses of brickwork at the base of th e castle is quite 
twice as high or thick as the other two above it. This is very clear, 
and will serve as an easy test for this forgery. The thin line below 
POSTMARKE, to the left of ZWEI U. E I N HALB., to the right of 
SCHILLING, and above HAMBURG, are at a considerable distance from 
the thick lines of the frame outside them, so that they do not touch 
in any part; indeed, there would be plenty of room to draw another 
thin line between each of them and the frame. The groundwork 
behind the castle is composed of vertical lines, shaded with oblique 
lines running down from left to right ; these lines are all rather 
coarse, and some little distance apart. The battlements at the top 
of the right-hand tower have seven points; those at the top of the 
central tower have eight. The right-hand half of the door of the 
castle is shaded with eight obl ique lines running clown from right to 
left, crossed by eight similar lines running clown !l·om left to right ; 
these are so far apart as to give the appearance of lattice-work rather 
than shading. The stop after SCHILLING almost touches tbe end of 
the label, and is a long way from the G. 

Issue of 1866. 1~ Schilling, embossed, lilac, rose. 

Genuine. 

Engraved in epargne on thin, unwatermarkecl wove paper, rou­
letted. The central figures of value are embossed, and unused 
specimens show very distinctly a sort of shading of white embossed 
lines running obliquely down the centre of each numeral, from right 
to left. In used specimens the lines only show on 
the large figure 1. There are sixteen courses of 
masonry from the base of the left-ham\ tower, 
above the o of POSTMARKE, to the central battle­
ments of the saiu tower; and fifteen from the base 
of the right· hand tower, above the E of POSTMARKE, 
to the central battlements of this right-hand tower. 
The courses of masonry on this latter tower are 
not nearly so distinct or so easily counted as in the 
left-hanu one. The lettering of the inscriptions is all evidently 
sunken, as though impressed by types. The H of HAMBURG has its 
cross-bar exactly in the centre, and the two halves of the B are the 
same size. The A of POST~IAHKE has its croos-bar very nearly in the 
centre. The stara over the towers have long points, especially the 
left-hand one. There are some star-like ornaments eli viding the 
various inscriptions from each other ; each of them is composed of 
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six weJge-shaped pieces, arranged point to point, with a coloured 
centre. There are four complete rows of masonry to be seen between 
the base of the castle and the bottom of the large figure 1, which 
does not encroach upon the stones of the upper row. 

FCYrged. 

Lithographed, in pale red-lilac, on very yellowish·white trans­
versely-laid paper, thicker than the genuine ; unperforated. The 
whole stamp is, of course, quite flat, showing no sign of any 
embossing, or of the sunken lettering. There are fifteen courses of 
masonry, from the base of the left-hand tower to its central battle­
ments ; and thirteen similar courses from the base of the right-hand 
tower to its central battlements. Both are very easy to count; the 
right-hand ones quite as much so as the left-hand ones. The cross­
bar of the H of H AMB URG is too high up, being distinctly above the 
centre of the letter; and the B is clumsy, having its upper half 
larger than the lower one. The cross-bar of the A of POSTMARKE is 
very much too low clown, almost at the bottom of the letter. Tbe 
stars above the towers have most of their points rather blunt, 
especially the lower ones. The star-like ornaments between the 
various inscriptions are composed of lit tle balls on thin stems, the 
stems joining a little ring of colour which has a white centre. The 
upper one of the four rows of masonry, to be seen below the base of 
the large figure l, is partly hidden by the base of the said figure, so 
as to make those stones narrower than the others. 

This is not at all a bad-looking forgery, and might deceive a good 
many. I possess a copy of the genuine which has been doctored in 
some mysterious way, so as tu change the colour of the stamp to 
brown, and that of the paper to a very brilliant sulphur-yellow. 

Same I ssu e. H Schillin g, brigh t rose. 

Genuine. 

Nicely engraved in epargne, on thinnish, white wove paper, un­
watermarked, rouletted. The central figures are embossed, and 
shaded with oblique white embossed lines, as in the genuine l± 
schilling, and the let tering is slightly sunken. There are, as before, 
sixteen courses of masonry from the base of the left-hand tower up 
to the central battlements of it. The battlements at the top of the 
right-hand tower show seven points ; those at the top of the central 
tower show nine ; and those at the top of the left-hand tower have 
seven. The bottom of the left-hand half of the door of the castle 
can just be seen below the base of the large figure l ; it is shaded 
with oblique lines, running the opposite way from those which shade 
the right-hand half. 
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Fo~ged. 
Lithographed, in dull pink, on pale buff-coloured, transversely­

laid paper, unperforated. The \\"hole stamp is quite flat, showing no 
signs either of the embossed figures or of the sunken letterings. 
There are only thirteen courses of masonry to be seen from the base 
of the left-hand tower up to its central battlements. The battle­
ments at the top of the right-hand tower have six indistinct points; 
those at the top of the centt·al tower have eight distinct ones; and 
those at the top of the left-hand tower have five. The bottom 
of the left-hand half of the door of the castle which shows below 
the base of the large figure l merely looks like one of the bricks, 
as it is not shaded at all. 

Postmarks. 

The earlier stamps were generally cancelled with fonr thick, 
parallel bars, an eighth of an inch apart, struck in black. The 
later ones bear two conce~tric circles, with name between the circles, 
and date in the centre ; this latter cancellation is generally in blue, 
but sometimes in black. 

The forgeries bear either the four parallel bars, or a single circle 
containing "Hamburg 98," or three concentric circles with a 
numeral in the centre, all in black. 

HANOVER. 

The forgers have tried their hands on most of the issues for 
this country, and with pretty fair success; the -& groschen, black 
on white, being perhaps the best, and the imitations of the first 
set being the worst of the lot. With regard to the first-issued 
adhesive, viz., the 1 ggr. of 1850, black on blue, many 
amateurs seem to be rather doubtful, apparently thinking that 
it is only a changed or discolour<Jd variety of the l ggr., black 
on green, which is very much more common; but an inspection 
of the backs of these two stamps will at once prove that they 
are two genuine varieties ; for the l ggr. blue has a watermark 
of a line, or rather of four lines, forming a rectangle a little 
smaller than the stamp ; whilst the l ggr. green has the same 
watermark as the following set, viz., two crossed branches, 
covered with leaves, reminding one of the watermark on the 
early Prussians. The leaves seem to be oak leaves, but I am 
not quite certain. 
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Issue of 1850- 51. 1 ggr., ,'6 , -,',;, } 6 thaler. 

Genuine. 

Engraved in epargne in black, 
on thick, coloured wove paper, 
the l ggr. , blue, being water­
marked with a sort of " Oxford 
fram e " of four plain lines, the 
others watermarked wi th two 

1 branche" covered with leaves, 
curved to form a wreath, and 
with th e lower ends crossing 

each other. The stamps are backed with gum of a deep rose colour. 
There is a stop after the word EI N of the inscription EI N GGR., in the 
lowest value. This is of course a mistake on the part of the en­
graver; and it has been corrected in the forgeries, which do not 
show the stop. Th e head of the unicorn is tolerably well shaped, as 
far as my kno wledge of that apocryphal beast goes, though I think 
the mouth need not have been opened q"ite so much ; and there is 
a li t tl e dot to represent the nostril. The crown on the head of the 
lion is something li ke a v.ery short flower-pot, with a stumpy plant 
growing out of it ; hi s tongue is curled upwards at the point, and 
hi s mane comes well up over hi s cheeks, nearly to hi s eyes. The 
harp in the royal anm has four strings. There is a point in the 
centre of the top of the shield, which is partially covered or hidden 
by the motto-scroll. The thin inner line of the frame does not 
touch the thi ck outer one anywhere. In good specimens the fi gures 
of value on the shi eld are slightly embossed, owing to the pressure 
of the die, but this cannot always be seen. The tint of the paper 
does not vary much, except in the irs thaler, which is found in a 
good many shades, from pink to crimson. 

Forged. 

Litl1 ographed on thin wove paper; no watermark; backed wi th 
white gum. There is no stop after the word EIN in the inscription 
on the l ggr. The head of the unicorn will afford a very ready test 
for the detection of the forgeries, as it is jnst like the open beak of 
an eagle, with a curved upper mandibl e. The crown on the lion's 
head is of a very peculiar shape ; it is rather like a crescent laid flat 
on the head, with one horn longer than the other, and curling 
slightly upwarrls. There is no clot to represent the nostril of the 
unicorn. The li nn's tongue enJs in a knob curling slightly down· 
wards, and tl1 ere is no mane on his cheeks. The harp has only two 
strings, when any are visible at all ; but in most copies the whole 
instrument is merely a blotch. The point at th e centre of the top 
of the value-shield just touches the motto-scroll above it, hut the 
scroll does uot cover the point. The thin inner line of the frame is 
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blotchy, so that it touches the thick outer line in one or more places. 
There is of course no trace of embossing in the fi gures on the shield. 
The colours are tol erably like those of the genuine. 

Postmarks. 

The genuine stamps bear either a small circle, with name inside, 
following the curve of th e circle, and a straight line in th e centre, 
with elate, &c., above and helow the straight line ; or else two con­
centric circles, the ont.er one very much larger than in the cancella­
ti on j ust mentioned, with name between the circles, and date, &c. , in 
the centre, with a straight line in the centre as before. Some of my 
copies have, besides th e above, a black bar running the whole length 
of the stamp, either vertically or hori zontally. I cann ot find out 
the meaning of thi s black bar; it is not like the cancellation on the 
Spanish remai nders, for 1 have onl y seen it on used copies, which 
have passed the post, and have been duly obliterated with one or 
other of the circular obliterations mentioned above. I have omitted 
to say th at the said circular obli teration is struck in blue ink. 

The forgeries are either unobliteratecl, or bear a very fait· imita­
tion of the two concentric circles, struck in blue, like the genuine. 

Issue of 1856. 1 ggr., A , ·.';, -.'o thaler. 

Genuine. 

Engraved as before; waterm ark of branches, 
rose-coloured gum, &c. These stamps are exactly 
siniilar to th e last in eyery respect, except that 
the paper is only faintly tin ted instead of being 
coloured, ancl that there is a coloured network 
over the whole face of each stamp. The 1 ggr., 
Ulue, wi th "Oxford frame" watermark is not 
found in this issue. 

Forged. 

I have not yet seen any imitations of the stamps of this issue ; 
unt, as the network could very easily be applied, it is very probable 
that forgeries do exist, though I have not seen them. As the clesicm 
of the genui ne is exactly the same as that of th e first issue, ~y 
readers will have no difficulty in detecting any imitations by means 
of the tests gi ven for the genuine and forged stamps of that fi rst 
issue. 

Issues of 1853-63. 3 Pfennige, rose, green. 

These stamps are rather bothering to the amateur, so I had 
better give the different varieties here. 

R 
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1853. Upper inscription EIN DRITTEL SILBER­
GROSCHEN ; no network over the face of t.he 
stamp ; watermarked with the crossed branches 
as before, rose-coloured gum, 3 pfennige, rose. 

1856. Same inscription, same watermat·k, same 
gum; but with black, or grey, or olive, or brown 
network over the face of the stamp ; 3 pfenni:;e, 
rose. 

1859. Same inscription, 
same gum, no watermark, no network over the 
face of the stamp; 3 pfennige, rose. 

1863. Inscription DREI ZEHNTEL SILBER­
GROSCHEN ; same gum, no watermark, no net­
work ; 3 pfennige, green. 

1860. Same inscription as on the issue of 
1863 ; same gnm, no watermark, no network ; 
perctf en arc, 3 pfennige, green. 

Genuine. 

Engraved in epargne, though some copies of the green seem to be 
lithographed ; this, however, may simply arise from the wear and 
tear of the die. With the exception of the presence or absence of 
the network, and the two different inscriptions, all the stamps above­
mentioned are of exactly the same design. There are thirty-t\\'o 
vertical lines of shading in the central oval. The upper inscription, 
except in the latest copies of the 3 pf., green, is very clear and dis­
tinct. The name HANNOVER is about equally distant from the crown 
above it and the 3 below it. The lower half of the 3 is con­
siderably larger and thicker than the upper half. The bottom of 
the P of PFENNIGE comes between the second and third of the ver­
tical lines of shading, counting from the left-hand side. The lower 
half of the 3 is included between the twelfth and the twenty-first 
lines from the left-hand, both of which it touches; and the upper 
half of the 3 is included between the thirteenth and twentieth lines, 
counting from the same side ; this will show how much the bottom 
of the figure is larger than the top. In both the EIN DRITTEL 

SILBERGROSCHEN, and the DREI ZEHNTEJ_,~ SILBERGROSCHEN, the first 
two words are in letters of the same size as the last word. I think 
these tests will be found amply sufficient; but there are several 
more points in which the genuine and forged differ, notably in the 
position of the letters of the wort! PFENNIGE, with reference to the 
lines of shading in the oval. 

Forged. 
Lithographed on thin, white wove paper; no watermark, white 

gum. All three of the leading varieties have been imitated; i.e. 
3 pfennige, rose, without network, 3 pfennige, rose, with black net­
work, and 3 pfennige, green. There are only thirty vertical lines of 
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shading in the central oval. The upper inscription is usually very 
blotchy, like that of the latest copies of the genuine 3 pfennige, 
green. The name HANNOVER is a gnod deal nearer to the 3 than to 

the crown, in fact, the top of the 3 almost touches the letters NO 
aboYe it. Both top and bottom of the 3 a!'e of the same size. The 
bottom of the P of PFENNIGE touches the first line of shading on the 
left-hand side of the oval. The lower half of the 3 is included 
between the eleventh and the twentieth lines of shading, counting 
from the left-hand side ; and the upper half of the 3 is included 
between the twelfth and the twentieth lines, counting from the same 
side. In the 3 pfennige, rose, the words EIN DRL'l'TEL are in very 
much smaller letters than the word SILBERGROSCBEN. 

Postma1·ks. 
The genuine stamps bear the two concentric circles as before, 

struck in black or blue. 
The postmark of the forgeries is the same, except that the straight 

l ine across the inner circle is absent. 
I must say that, at the first glance, these forgeries are extremely 

clecepti ve ; but the above description will show that they do not 
bear a close inspection. 

I ssue of 1859-6 1 ; 1, 2, 3, 3, 10 Groschen. 

Genuine. 

Engraved in ij_Jargne on thick, white wove paper, 
either unperforated ancl backed with rose-coloured 
gum, or perce en arc and backed with white gum. 
There are about eighty-one fine vertical lines of 
shading in the background, counting level with the 
words of value. I say "about," because they are so 
close together that they are extremely difficult to 
count, even with my microscope. There are eighty­
eight pearls in the circle rotmd the head ; all of them being large, 
round, distinct, and not touching each other. The nose is shaded 
clown the front almost to the very point. The dark line forming the 
curl at the side of the nostril not only bends upwards, but also for­
wards almost to the point of the nose. There is a wide space 
between the ear and the whisker. The neck, both at the front and 
at the back, is shaded down to the very bottom. There are four 
short but distinct lines of shading on the lower lip, towards the 
side of it. The moustache is a short German one, with a blunt end. 
Between the sides of the frame and the sides of the circle there is 
one line of the fine shading clearly to be seen on the right-hand sine, 
and two lines on the left. The semicircular line at the base of the 
lower eyelid runs to Loth the outer and inner corner of the eye. 
The outline of the nose is decidedly hooked, and the point is mther 
sharp. 
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First Forgery. 

Lithographed on hard, white wove paper, rather thinner than that 
of the genuine; unperforated ; and with white gum. There arc 
about sixty-seven fine lines of shading in the background, counted 
on a le,·el with the value. The circle contains eighty-eight pearls 
)ike the genuine, but they are smaller, less regular, and many of 
them touch and run into each other. The nose has a very little 
shading on the front of it, level with the eye, but it only extends a 
very little way, not even half-way to the point. The dark line 
forming the curl at the side of the nostril bends upwards and then 
merely becomes slightly h ooked, instead of coming round again 
nearly to the point of the nose. The whisker almost touches the 
ear. The shading on the front of the neck does not reach quite to 
the bottom. There is one short line of shading on the lower lip. 
The moustache, in this forgery, is very like the genuine, but rather 
sharper at tl> e point. There is really no clear line of shading to be 
seen between the frame and the circle on either side ; for the one 
line which ought to be seen on the right-hand side touches the 
circle, and of the two lines which ought to be seen on the left-hand 
side, one touches the outer frame, and the other touches the circle. 
The semicircular line of shading on the lower eyelid touches the 
inner corn er of the eye, but does not come far enough to touch the 
outer corner. The G of GROSCHEN is tall er than the R ; and the 
lettering has rather a ragged look ; though, on the whole, this 
forgery is very good. 

Second Forgery. 

Of this I have only the l groschen value. Coarsely lithographed, 
in rather a 1nagenta tint, on thin, hard, white wove paper, unper­
forated, ami backed with white gum. There are only fifty vertical 
lines of shading outside the central circle, counting level with the 
value. There are eighty-four pearls round the circle, and they are 
very irregular, both in size and shape, some of them beinl? absurdly 
small. There is no shading whatever along the front oi the nose. 
The dark line forming the curl at the side of the nostril simply bends 
upwards, without running towards the point; and it seems to be com­
posed of several short, straight transverse lines, insteacl of one thick 
Lent one. The ear di stinctly touches the whi;ker. There is no shading 
at all on the front of the neck, and the shading at the back is very 
smudgy. There is no shading on the lower lip. The 111oustache has 
a long, drooping end, which curls upwards at th e point, and is very 
sharp. There is one clear line of shading on each side, between the 
circle and the sides of the out er frame. There is a dim blotch of 
shading at the base of the inner corner of the eye, but the semicirc ular 
line is alJ,;ent. The outline of th e nose is quite straight, with a blunt 
poi nt. All the lettering is uneven, and indistinct. I do not think 
this latter forgery is at all dangerous; I have only seen it quite 
lately, but I fan cy it is an old counterfeit, from the look of it. 
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Postmarks. 

The genuine stamps bear either the two concentri c circles 
n1entioned abovP, usually struck in blue, or else a transvers~ oLlong, 
after the fashion of the Bremen stamps, with name, &c., in full, also 
struck in blue. 

The forgeries have either a large single circle in black, or the 
double circle in blue, but without the straight line across the inner 
circle. 

~ Groschen, black on white. 

Issue of 1860; white gum, unpetforated. .-"e:l . ' - " ~~~i? 
I ssue of 1864; white gum, pace en a1'C. HAN~VERj( 
As far as I know, the above are the only 'f'!!!! ~ 

varieties of this . stamp; a~l, my copies. are ~ w_~. ~ 
backed wtt h whtte gum. lhe forgery Is, I ) ~ 1 
think, above the average ; and likely to ) y, G h I 
deceive. ~.,!. ... ~~s"~~n~ 

Genuine. 

EngraveJ in epm·gne in greyish black, on yellowish-white wove 
paper, rather thick, but moderately soft. There are ten small round 
dots, and one large oval one outside the top of the crown on the 
right-hand side of it; and nine small ones and one large one outside 
it on the left-hand side. Each of the side arches contains live very 
small dots, and a large oval pearl. The ornament supportin~ t.he 
uase of the centre arch is a cross P"tlee, but the supporters of all the 
other arches are trefoil s. .The three larger j ewels in the circlet at 
the base of the crown are oval. There are seventeen lines of shadin ~ 
in the wide mouth of the post-horn. The ring round the post-horn, 
a little below the wide mouth, on the left-hand side of the stamp, is 
composed of two thin, dark lines, with a white space between them, 
The crown and the post-horn are very much more grey in appearance 
than the lettering. This latter test is distinct enough to be a very 
easy means of detecting the forgeries. 

First Forgery. 

Lithographed rather neatly, in very black ink, on rather thin 
grey ish, or bluish-white wove paper, un perforated. There are eleven 
small dots, and one a little larger, on the right-hand side of the top 
of the crown ; and the same number on the left-hand side. In the 
originals the large dots have white centres, bu t they are black i11 
these forgeri es. Each of the side arches contains three small black 
dots, and one larger one. The ornament supporting the centre arch 
is a trefoil, like all the rest. The three large jewels in the circlet at 
the base of the crown are perfectly round. There are only thirteen 
lines of shading in the wide mouth of the post-horn. The ring 
round· the body of the post-horn, a little below the wide mouth, on 
the left-hand side of the stamp, is so blotcheJ as to appear to be 
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composed of one single very thick black l ine, without any white 
space. The crown and post-horn are much too black, being very 
nearly as clark as the solid letters of the inscriptions themselves. 

Second Forgery . 

At present I have only seen the one now to be described printed 
in bright 1·ose, which is, of course, a colour never used for the genuine 
i groschen ; but, as the forgers, no doubt, can print it in black just as 
easily as in rose, I have thought it advi sable to call attention to it. 

Lithograph ed in bright rose, on very thick, hard, yellowish white 
wove paper, unperforated. The dots on the top curves of the crown 
do not stand out from it, as in the originals, and in the forgeri es just 
described, but lie close, and are all jumbl ed together. As far as I 
can make out, there appear to be nine on the right-hand side of the 
top of the crown, and eight on the left. There are four dots, of 
different sizes, in the right-hand arch, and one and part of a second 
i11 th e left-hand arch, the other clots in this left-hand arch not being 
visible in the only copy of thi s stam p which I have seen. The 
ornament supporting the central arch is something between a cross 
pattiie ami a trefoil, the designer having, apparently, not been able to 
make up his mind as to wh ich he should put. The three large 
jewels in the circlet at the base of th e crown are all of different 
shapes, the right· hand one being almost triangular, the middle one 
solid and oblong, and the left-hand one open and oval. There are 
sixteen lines of shading in the large mouth of the post-horn. The 
ring round the body of the post-horn, near the wide mouth, is partly 
single, and partly composed of two lines. I think this forgery must 
be un common, as I never saw any but the one copy from which I am 
now describing. 

Postmarks. 

Both originals and forgeries are obliterated with th e two concentric 
circles described with the former issues; but, as before, th e straight 
line across the centre of the inner circle is ausent in the counterfeits. 

Reprints. 

In 1864 the stamps of the 1856 type were all reprinted ; i.e. 3 
pfennige, 1 ggr., do, f,;, fo ; but they may be easily known from the 
originals, as being without watermark, _with white gum, and unused. 
All the envelopes, also, have been reprmtecl. 

I have not seen any forgeries • 
of any of t he envelopes, but , ' 

j I believe that counterfeits of -
• the " BESTELLGELD- FREI," both ~ 

• 

types,greenonyellow,havebeen II 
made. I regret that I have not 
been able to obtain specimens of 
either for clescri ption. 
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HELIGOLAND. 

The early stamps of this country have been tolerably well 
imitated ; and there are no very striking differences between 
the genuine and forged. I believe that the undermentioned 
counterfeits have been very largely sold amongst our youthful 
friends. 

Issue of 1867. Rouletted; t, 1, 2, 6, Schilling. 

! Schilling. Genuine. 

Printed on soft, white wove paper; head em­
bossed ; rouletted. A straight-edge, laid along 
the green line below the word SCH ILLING at the 
top of the si amp, will just pass through the tail­
stroke of the small 2 of the fraction !, on each 
siJe ; though the r ight-hand 2 is very slightly 
lower than the left-hand one. None of the four 
fraction-line~ are straight ; the upper end of each \E=~~=~~ 
of them bends upwards, and the lower end bends 
downwards. Thi s is e.:'lsily seen. The coron et is composed of three 
crosses pattee, and three pearls on sta lks, placed alternately. There is a 
distinct curl hanging down from the hack of the chignon; and the 
very base of the neck, right across, is embossed a little higher than 
the rest of the bust, to mark the place where it is supposed to be cut 
away. The lettering is very clear and distinct ; often appearing to 
be slightly sunken, owing to the pressure of the di e. The central 
tongue of each E in each word H ELWOLAND is as long as the top 
stroke. 

Forged. 

Lithographed, with embossed head, on very white wove paper, 
rather thicker than that of the genuine ; badly pin-perforated 13. 
A straight-edge, laid along the th in green line below the top s c HIL­
LING, would cut each li ttle 2 in half; th ey are both exactly the same 
height. The only or.e of the four fract ion-lines which is really like 
the genuine is the on e in the left-hand bottom corner ; all the oth ers 
are nearly Rtraight. The coronet is very different from the genuine ; 
it is composed of three large balls on stems, alternating with two 
smaller ones. There is a white, oblong proj ection from the base of 
the chignon, but it is not at all like a curl. There is a shapeless 
patch of higher embossing on the neck, a good way above the base, 
looking like a sort of necklace. The lettering is all ragged and 
blotchy, and, of course, quite fl at. The central projection of the E 
in each word HELrGOL AND is very short, not half the length of the 
top <>nd bottom strokes of the said letters. 
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l Schilling. Genuine . 

. Perforation, &c._, as in ~he genuine i schilling. A straight-edge, 
lmd along the thm red hne below the upper SCHILLING will just 
touch the base of the figure l on each sirle without hidin" either. 
The coronet is the san1e as in the genuine § schilling, and tl~ whole 
of the embossed bust seems to be exactly the same. The lettering is 
clear and distinct, and each E has its central stroke as long as the 
top one. 

Forged. 

Lithographed; paper and perforation the same as in th e forged ~ 
schilling. A straight-edge, laid along the thin red line below the 
top SCHILLING, completely hides the bases of the two ligures of value 
in the upper corners. The base of the left-hand 1 is di stinctly lower 
than the right-hand l. The coronet is the same as in the forged ~ 
schi lling, as is also the oblong white patch projecting from the base 
of the chignon. The higher embossing on the base of the neck is 
more like the genuine, but only goes part of the way across the neck. 
The lettering is rather ragged and uneven, but not so much so as in 
the last forgery. The central stroke of the E of each HELIGOLAND 
is only half the length of the top stroke. 

2 Schilling. Genuine. 

Paper, &c., as in the genuine -~ schilling. All four of the corner­
figures are exactly in the centres of the li ttle white squares provided 
for them. The sand G of the lower SCHILLING are at equal distances 
from their respective ends of the label. The bust, coronet, and 
curl are exactly tl:e same as in tir e other genuine ones before 
desc1·ibed. The middle stroke of the E of the left-hand BELIGOLAN D 

is as long as the top-stroke of the said letter. 

Forged. 

Lithographed ; paper and perforation the same as in the forger! } 
schilling, as is also the coronet ; but the cul'l at the base of the 
chignon is very like the genuine, and th e higher embossing at the 
base of the neck is better done, though it does not go all the way 
across the neck. The 2 in the ri ght-hand top corner is correctly 
placed in the centre of the containing square, but the 2 in the 
left-hand top corner is a shade too much to the right, both the 
bottom ones are too high up, and the left-hand one a good deal too 
much to th e left. The s of the lower SCHILLING is far nearer to the 
left side of the containing-label than the G of that word is to the 
right-hand side. The middle stroke of the E of the left-hanrl 
HELIGOLA N D is ve1·y much shorter than the top-stroke; but the E of 
the same word on the right-band oide of the stamp is like tLe 
genuine. 
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6 Schilling. Genuine. 

Paper, rouletting, bust, &c., the same as in the other genuine 
stamps. The s and G of both words SCHILLING are exactly the same 
distance from their respective sides of the labels. The G of the top 
s CHILLI NG is properly shaped. All the letters of all t he inscriptions 
are exactly the same height, and very regular. The central stroke of 
the E of each HELIGOLAND is the same length as the top-stroke. 

F orged. 

Lithographed ; paper and coronet the same as in the other 
for~eries ; but the curl is more pointed than in the others, and the 
hig11er embossincr at the base of the neck goes very nearly across it. 
In both the words SCHILLI NG the s is nearer to the left-hand side of 
the label than the G is to the right-hand encl. The G of the upper 
SCHILLING has its top cut uff, giving it a very peculiar look ; and the 
s of the bottom SC HILLI NG is lower than the rest of the letters of 
that word. In each HELIGOLA ND the central stroke of the E is only 
half the length of the top stroke. All the inscrip tions are somewhat 
ragged. Th is forgery is usually badly pin-pricked 13; but I have a 
few specimens very nicely hole-perforated I2t. 

In all the forgeries the litt le ornaments in the spandrels are very 
much coarser and more clum :;;y than in the genuine; and the locks 
or tresses of the queen's hair are thicker and coarser ; but these 
differences cannot well be noted without comparing the genuine and 
forged side by side. 

Postmarks. 

All my used copies are cancell ed with pen-strokes ; but I fancy I 
have seen them obliterated WJ th the word HELIGOLAND in largish 
capitals. 

The forgeries all bear this latter cancellation. 

HONDURAS. 

Issue of 186e . 2 Reales , green, rose. 

There are several forgeries of these stamps; 
good, medium, and bad. The good forgeries are 
particularly common, and a specimen will be 
found in most school-boy collections ; but I have 
only seen one single specimen of the bad furgery, 
wh ich is a wretched affair, hardly likely to 
d eceive any body. 
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Gen"ine. 
Li thographed in greyish- black, on thin, bluish-green, and on 

orange-pink , wove paper. The outline of the oval extends to the 
top and bottom lines of the frame. The end of the tail of the 2 in 
each corner points straight upwards. The apex of the large pyramid 
points to the beginning of the E of DE; and it comes jnst midway 
between theN and theY of the inner inscriptien. The arch, or what­
ever it is, coming out of the two towers, is formed by three lines ; 
i.e., there are two outlines, and a central line. Below the arch there 
is a cap of Liberty, very d istinct, and its top bending over to the 
right. The sides of the mountai n·peak below the cap of Liberty are 
uneven ; the left side is very darkly and thickly shaded ; and the 
base of it touches both th e towers. The windowR of the towers are 
about half the size of the doors. The outline of the arch goes near 
to the left-hand outline of the pyramid but does not touch it. There 
is no stop after REALES, and the words DOS REALES are separated 
from th e rest of the inscription by two stars, each having fi ve points 
of equal length. There is no stop after LIBERTAD. 

First Forgery. 

Lithographed in black, on yellowish-green, or bluish-pink wove 
paper, about the same thi ckness as the genuine. The outline of the 
large oval does not reach either the top or bottom of the stamp. 
The em\ of the tail of the 2 in the top right-hand corner is like the 
genuine; but all the others point obliquely upwards to the right. 
The apex of the large pyramid is very much nearer to the N than to 
the Y. The arch j oining the two towers is formed by two lines only, 
without the central line. The lower half of the left-hand side of 
the mountain-peak is heavily shaded, but the upper half is too light, 
and the base does not touch the right-hand tower. The windows 
are too small, and the doors are too large; so that the said windows 
are not more than one-fourth the size of the doors. The outline of 
the arch is about the same distance from both sides of the large 
pyramid. The left-hand star is very badly shaped. 

Second Fotgety. 

Lithographed; colours and paper the same as in the first forgery. 
Tl•e tails of the corner figures point slightly to the righ t, but they 
are better t han in the counterfeit just desrribed. The apex of the 
large pyramid points exactly at the centre of the E of DE, and it is a 
littl e nearer to the Y than to the N. Below the arch there is a 
triangle, instead of a cap of Liberty ; this is very distinct, and is an 
easy test. The outline of the arch appears to touch the thick outl ine 
of the pyramid, on the left-hand side. T he mountain-peak is just 
like an extinguisher ; the right-hand outl ine is perfectly straight, 
and the left-hand one very nearly so ; it ends in a sharp point, 
instead of being rounded off as in the genuine. The left-hand side 
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of this peak is slightly •hadecl from top to bottom, no rart more so 
than the rest. The base of it does not touch either o the towers. 
The windows of the towers appear to be circular dots, instead of 
oblongs; and they are about one-third the size of the doors, which 
are tall and thin. There is a stop after REALES. The lowest ray of 
the right-hand star is too long, and the lowest ray of the left-hand 
star is very mnch sharper than the others. 

Third Forgery. 
Lithographed in sky-blue, on very thick, hard wove paper ; I have 

not seen this type in red. The outline of the oval does not go any­
where near the top and bottom of the stamp, being drawn much too 
small. The tails of the corner-figures point very unmistakably to 
the right, obli c1 uely upwards. The apex of the large pyramid points 
to the beginning of the D of DE, an<l it is a little nearer to the N 
than to theY. The arch is somewhat nearer to the right-hand out­
line of the pyramid than to the left. The cap of Liberty is very 
blotchy, and is mixed up with the glory round it. The mountain­
peak is shaped like a pyramid, with straight outlines, and the whole 
of the upper part shaded, but not the bcttom. The base of it almost 
touches the left-hand tower, but it is a very long way from the right­
hand one. The towers are very slim, and have neither doors nor 
windows. There is a stop after REALES, and another after LIBERTAD. 
There are no stars dividing nos REALES from the upper inscription. 
This is the forgery which I mentioned as being very bad; the colour, 
and the absence of the two stars will instantly conclemn it. 

Postmarks. 

I have never seen the genuine stamps cancell ecl otherwise than 
with a pen-stroke, or with thick, parallel lines; but I believe they 
sometimes also bear a word, or part of a worcl, ii1 capital letters. 

The first two forgeries in variably bear a black cross, in imitation 
of the pen-stroke; but it appears to be lithographed upon the 
stamps. The third forgery has part of an oval, with some unreadable 
letters and figures in it. 

HONG KONG. 
Issue of 1862. No watermark; perforated 14; 2, 8, 12, 18, 

24, 48, 96 Cents. 
Issue of 1853-65. Watermarked crown and "C C; " per­

forated 14; 2, 4, 6, 8, 12, 18, 24, 48, 96 Cents. 

The forgeries of the Hong Kong stamps are tolerably decep­
tive; so much so, that I have often seen them side by side 
with the genuine in fair collections ; but a little inspection 
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shows that the design, though a tolerably close copy of the 
genuine, is ragged and indistinct; very different from the clear 
epargne engraving of the originals. 

Genuine. 

Engraved in epargne; perforated 14; with or 
without watermark, according to the date of issue. 
The paper is tolerabl y stout, yellowish-white wove, 
and slightly sml'acecl. The fine horizontal lines of 
shading which form the background, behind the 
portrait, are not carried righ! across to touch the 
side-lines of th e inner frame ; but leave a narrow, 
w!Jite space all t he way down each side. The flew·­
de-lys on the coronet does not touch either the 

cross pattee or the shamrock; and th e shamrock itself has vein-marks 
in its leaves. The queen's nose is Roman ; the ear does not show 
much; and the place where the hair begins on the back of the neck 
is easy to be seen. The thick, shaded place wh ere the neck is sup­
posed to he cut off is very nearly as thick in the front as at th e 
back. The forehead is white, but the rest of the face is shaded all 
over; and the on ly part of the neck which is white is the front of 
the base. 

F orged. 

Lithographed on thin, extremely white wove paper, unsurfaced ; no 
watern1ark; very nicely hole-perforated l 2t, or badly pin-perforated 
13. The horizontal liHes of shading behind the portrait are drawn 
quite up to th e &ide-lines of the inner frame, touching both in all 
cases. The fleur-de-lys on the coronet touches the Lase of the 
cross pattee, and th e leaves of the shamrock are white, with no vein­
marks in them. The queen's nose is <Juite straight; th e ear is very 
white, and thus shows too much ; and th e shading of the neck is 
continued from the cl1in and cheek right up to the back of the 
coronet, so that it is impossible to distingui sh where th e hair begins. 
The thick, shaded base of the neck goes off to nothing in front, ancl 
is thickest in th e miclule. The front part of the face, except the eye 
and base of the chin, is quite white ; there is a broad , white line, 
down the front of tbe neck ; and the white part at the base of the 
neck is very much too large. 

There is a full set of these forgeries ; including even the red and 
the mauve 30 cents. 

Postm arks. 

Both genuine and forged bear the same postmark ; which is an 
oval, formed by three thi ck lines at the top and bottom, and two 
thinner, curved lines at th e sides ; the central space bearing the 
colony-letter and number, "B 62." 

I have not seen any of the fort;eries uncancelled. 
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HUNGARY. 
Newspaper stamp; issue of 1871. Horn to right. 

The forgery of this stamp is very tolerably 
done. I have nut seen a counterfeit of the 1872 
issue, with horn to left. 

Genuine. 

Lithographed on stout, whi te wove paper, backed 
with very yellowish gum ; unperforated. The 
circle round the horn contains 77 pearl s. There 

253 

are six things like strings hanging from the lower edges of the 
crown, three on each side ; and none of these strings, or whatever 
they are, touch the post-horn below them. There are two tassels 
hanging from the said post-horn; and the shorter of the two is cut 
ofl' square. 

Forged. 
Tolerably well lithographed, on much thinner white wove paper, 

unperfo rated ; no gum. The circle round the post-horn contains 76 
pearls. Two of the strings hanging from the crown distinctly touch 
the large end of the post-horn. Both the tassels hanging from the 
post-horn are cut off very obliquely. In almost every other respect, 
except the points just noted, the foraery is a pretty close copy of 
the genuine ; so our young fritmds wifi do well to be careful. 

Postrnarlcs. 
All my cancelled copies bear a large, single circle, with the name 

of the post-town in la1·ge capitals inside the ci rcle, and date-figures 
in the centre. I have not seen the forgeri es obli terated. 

ICELAND. 
I ssue of 1873. Ordinary postals, 2. 3, 4, 8, 16 Skilling; 

officials, 4 , 8 Skilling. 

Some of these stamps are so badly printed 
that they might be mistaken for l ithographs. 
The forgeries are tolerably good, and not very 
common at present. I have not yet seen any 
forgeries of the new values, with altered coin­
age ; but as they are exactl y the same as the 
first issue, with the exception of th e necessary 
change in the figures and words of value, the forgers will not 
have much to do in order to produce counterfeits of the new 
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set. 'When the said forgeries do appear, I think the general 
tests given below will suffice for their detection. 

Genuine. 

Engraved in epargne, on thin, yellowish-white wove paper; water­
marked with a crown; backed with gum of a very brownish-yellow; 
perforated variously, 12}, 13\ and 14. I notice that Moens only 
gives the latter perforation ; but I possess specimens of each in my 
own collection. The dot over the I of ISLAND is more or less weUge­
shapeu, and placed a little too much to the right; the top of the A 

is cut oft' quite square. The o of POST or of PJON., as the case may 
be, has a very distinct dot over the top of it, more or less wedge­
shaped. The white strawbeny-leaves on the crown are very distinct; 
and the ornaments in the circlet at the base of the crown appear 
like "4oNo," with four dots after them. The triangle in the left­
hand upper corner is composed of 24 lines of varying lengths; that 
in the right-hand upper corner has 26; that in the left-hand lower 
corner has 28 ; and that in the right-hand lower corner has 24. The 
white portions between the arches of the crown have some very short 
vertical lines in them, which look as though intended to be con­
tinuations of the lines of the uackground. 

Forged. 

Lithographed on thin, very white wove paper; no watermark; no 
gum; perforated 12f. The dot over the I of ISLAND is nearly round, 
too large, and exact y over the centre of the letter. The top of the 
A is rounded, pointed, or cut off obliquely, according to the state of 
printing; but never cut oft' square like the genuine. The o of POS1' or 
of PJON., has no white clot over it. The white strawberry-leaves on 
the crown are extremely indistinct, being usually mere blotches. The 
ornaments in the circlet at the base of the cruwu are three white 
clots, then a long blotch, then three more clots. The triangle in the 
left-hand upper corner has 26 lines ; that in the right-hand upper 
corner has 28; that in the left-hand lower corner has 27 ; and that in 
the right-hand lower corner has 26. The white portions of the crown 
between the arches are blank. 

Postmarks. 

The genuine stamps are cancelled with a largish single circle, con­
taining name in large capitals following the curve of the circle, and 
a fraction-like elate in the centre. The postmark on the forgeries in 
my possession is so very faint that it is difficult to make it out; but 
it appears like a double circle, with name between the circles, and a 
blank centre. I must confess, however, that I am not at all sure 
whether I have deciphered it correctly. 

There is one more test which I had better add to those already 
given. In the genuine the central numeral is surrounded by two 
sprays of barley ; in the forgeries they appear to be wheat-ears. 
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INDIA. 

Issue of 1854. ! Anna, red. 

I have called this an " issue," but have never heard of a used 
specimen. Pemberton says that it was prepared for use, but 
never issued to the public. It is an exceedingiy rare stamp, 
and fetches £7 or more. 

Genuine. 

Apparently lithographed, on ve>·y stout, hard wove paper, of a 
decidedly yellowi'h tint. There seem to be some traces of water­
mark, so I suppose the arms appear in the whole sheet, as is the case 
with the other values. In the upper corners 
there are two ornaments, something like four­
leaved flowers, with a coloured liue clown the 
centre of each leaf; these lines meet a coloured 
ring, with a white centre, in the middle of the 
flower. Each petal of each of the two flowers 
points exactly towards its respective corner of 
its containing- square. The inner white line 
down the left sicle of the frame, if prolonged 
downwards, would coincide with the last stroke 
of the H of HALF. 

The above tests will serve equally well for the genuine J; anna, 
blue ; for the two stamps appear to be the same so far, except 
that the reel one has the inscription in somewhat thinner letters. 
But there is one point in which this red J; anna differs from all 
other values and colours, both genuine and forged; and that is in 
the number of li ttle dark arches, or half-ovals, down each side of 
the stamp. The genuine red J; anna has nine ancl a half of these 
dark arches down each side ; i.e., eight perfect ones, with a half one 
at the bottom; whilst the blue J; anna, the red 1 anna, and all their 
forgeries, have only eight of the said arches down each side. 

Fm·ged. 
Lithographed, on very thin, greyish-white wove paper; no water­

mark. The ornaments in the top corners are copied from the l anna, 
being clumsy crosses pattt!e. The inner white line down the left side 
of the frame, if prolonged downwar<.ls, would pass almost clear to the 
right of the last stroke of the H of HALF. There are only eight clark 
arches, or half-ovals, down each side of the stamp, as I have already 
mentioned. 

Postmarks. 
Genuine. U ncancelled. 
Forged. Six concentric hexagons, with numerals in the centre. 
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Same Issue. 1 anna, red. 

Genuine. 

Lithographed (1) on very stout, yellowish-white wove paper, 
usually showing part of the watermark of arms as befc•re; backed 
with yellowish-brown gum. There are on ly two rows of clots on the 
base of the Queen's neck. If the inner white line of the fmme on 
the left-lumd "icle were prolonged downwards, it would cut into the 
right- hand sicle of the o of ONE. The last A of AXXA is either 
rounded or slightly pointed at the top. The chignon at the back of 
the Queen's head is a good deal shaded, and not at all prominent. 

Forged. 
N icely lithographed on very thin, greyish-white wove paper; no 

"-atermark ; no gum. There are three rows of dots for 1nost of the 
way across the base of the Queen's neck, the upper row generally 
being blotched into the outline above. If the inner line of the frame 
on the left-hand side of the stamp were prolonged, it would pass 
clear to the right of the o of ONE. The last A of ANNA is quite 
sc1uare, and very broad at the top. The chignon is almost entirely 
white, causing it to be almost the first thing which strikes the eye 
in looking at this forgery. 

Postmarks. 

The genuine stamps bear either a plain diamond of dots, or the 
same with a letter in the centre ; or a diamond of straight lines, 
with nun1erals in the centre ; or a set of six concentric hexagons, 
containing letters and numerals. The forgeries bear either the dia­
mond of straight lines or the concentric hexagons. 

I am aware that the descriptions above given are not very copious, 
on account of the close resem bbnce between the genuine and forged 
in most respects; but the thin paper of the forgeries is quite sufficient 
to condemn them. 

IONIAN ISLANDS. 
Issue of 1859. Yellow, blue, red. 

Genuine. 

Engraved in taille-douce, on stout, white wove 
paper. The yellow stamp has no watermark ; but 
the blue stamp is watermarked with a 1, and the 
red stamp bears a 2. The letters of the inscription 
do not touch each other anywhere; and the r of 
IONIK0:-1 is exactly level with the centre of the 
Queen's upper lip. The chignon touches the border 
of the inner oval between the A and T of the second 

worJ. The central oval is not solid, but is composed of fine, engine-
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turned lines, set very closely together, but showing a few lozen~;e­
shaped white spots, one of which will be seen just opposite the 
point of the queen's nose, another close to the eyebrow, and another 
near the buckle of the garter. The ornaments on the coronet are 
two fleurs-de-lys and two crosses pattee, placed alternately ; and the 
front cross pattee does not touch the outline of the oval. The face 
and neck are shaded all over, so that no patches of white are to be 
seen anywhere. The whole design is very finely executed, altogether 
beyond the power of a lithograph to imitate. 

Fi7'St Forgery. 

Poorly lithographed on thin, rather hard, white wove paper ; no 
watermark. The letters KP of the second word touch each other at 
the bottom. The I of IONIKON is level with the queen's month. 
The chignon touches the oval under the A of the second word. The 
central oval is solid, with no white spots visible in it. The orna­
ments on the coronet appear to be all crosses ; but the alternate 
ones are so 'badly done that they may have been intended for fleurs­
de-lys after all. The front cross almost touches the oval. The neck 
and front of the face are not shaded all over, leaving some white 
patches, which are not visible in the genuine. The whole desi~n is 
very coarse, and the imitation engine-turning round the borde~·s of 
the stamps is very poor. 

Second Forgery. 

Very poorly lithographed on thin, rather hard, white wove paper; 
no watermark. There is a very distinct line j oining all the letters 
NIKON and KPATO together at the top, and another line joining KON 
at the bottom. The I of IONIKON is like the genuine. The chignon 
does not touch the oval at all. The groundwork of the central oval 
is formed by crossed wavy lines, very coarse, and showing hundreds 
of white spots all over. The ornaments on the coronet are all 
distinct crosses. The front of the face and the front of the neck are 
both quite white, and unshaded. This is a miserable production 
and not Yery likely to deceive anyone. ' 

Postmarks. 

I believe that regularly postmarked copies of the aenuine do 
exist; but I have never seen one cancelled in any way, ~xcept with 
a pen-stroke. 

The forgeries bear either a square of large square d0ts, or a square 
of very small round dots, or a circle bearing some large letters in 
English characters. I have never seen an uncancelled copy of the 
forgeries. I suppose the forgers were so ashamed of their poor 
attempts that the postmarks were added to conceal deficiencies. 
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ITALY. 

Issue of 1851. 5 Centesimi. 

Genuine. 

Lithographecl in black, on yellowish-white wove 
paper. All the c's of the inscriptions have very 
square shoulders, so that each one looks something 
like an E without the central tongue. The king 
appears to have got the mange, or some similar 
clisease ; for !tis hair is all coming off in patches, 
and is cropped very close. The eye is very indis­
tinct. The beard points very much forward, and 
it comes down to a level with the middle of the final o of BOLLo. 
There is a distinct hyphen between POSTE and 05, and the said 0 is 
not larger than the 5. . There is a very distinct bordering of pearls 
round the outside of the stamp. The line of shading on the bust 
which marks the spring of the shoulder scarcely curves up at all, 
and follows almost exactly the outline of the base of the neck. 
There is a smallflenr-de-lys in a sort of square in each corner. The 
spandrels in the corners are difficult to describe ; but a comparison 
will show them to be quite different from those of the forgeries. 
The stamp is printed in a dull, greasy-looking black. 

Forged. 

Lithographed in intense black, on very white paper. All the c's 
of the inscriptions are different ; but they are all more or less 
properly shaped. The king's hair is long and wavy, though there is 
a white patch at the back of his head. The eye and eyebrow are 
distinct, and strongly marked. The beard is short, and points 
downwards ; it does not come lower than the last L of BOLLO. There 
is no hyphen between POSTE and 05, and the 0 looks sensibly larger 
than the 5. There is an indistinct bordering of dots round the 
stamp instead of pearls. The line of shading near the bottom of 
the neck is very much arched, and toward the back of the neck it is 
at some distance from the outline of the base. The fleurs-de-lys in 
the corners are not very distinct, and the ones in the lower corners 
are something like crosses pattee. The " Adam's apple" in the 
king's throat is not visible in the forgery, but it is well developed in 
both the genuine 5c. and 40c. 

Same Issue. 20 Centesimi. 

This stamp is commou, or at any rate not scarce, so I suppose the 
forgers have not thought it worth while to imitate it. I have never 
seen a counterfeit. 
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Same Issue. 40c., red. 
Genuine. 

Lithographed in rose-red, on yellowish-white wove paper. This 
stamp is very similar to the 5 cent., and I shall therefore only 
describe the points where it differs, referring the reader to the 5 cent. 
for the rest. The hair is of a medium length, and curly. There is 
some very light shading on the riaht shoulder. The moustache is 
very heavy, and the upward curl of the nostril is well marked. The 
tail of the Q in QUARANTA is a straight downstroke. The 4 of 40 is 
at some distance from the 0. Iu both the 5 c. ancl the 40 c. the top 
fleurs-de-lys almost touch the corners of the inner frame. All the 
c's are as in the genuine 5 c. There is a hyphen between POSTE and 
40. The pearls, and spandrels, and beard are exactly as in the 
genuine 5 c. 

Ji'01·ged. 
Lithographed in a dull, chalky pink, on very white wove paper. 

The c of FRANCO is rather square; Lut all the others are shaped like 
ordinary c's. The hair is short, and very much too light. 'rhe back 
of the neck is darkly shaded ; bttt there is no shading on the 
shoulder. The beard and moustache are exactly like those of the 
forged 5 c. There is no upper curl to the nostril. The tail of the 
Q of QUARANTA slopes to the right. The 4 of 40 almost touches the 
0. There is no hyphen between l'OSTE and 40. The eye is very 
large and starin(l. The upper fletws-cle-lys are not anywhere near the 
corners of the mner fmme. The pearls, spandrels, and beard are 
exactly the same as in the forged 5 c. 

P ostrnadcs. 
The genuine stamps bear a single circle, with name following the 

curve, and day of month, month, and year in the centre, or a double 
circle with sinular contents, or· simply the letters P.D. in very large 
capitals. These latter, I believe, signify that there is sometl1ing to 
be paid on delivery. I have one copy which bears both the ordinary 
cancellation, and these letters as well. 

The for~eries bear a large outline oval, containing a gridiron of 
six parallel bars. 

Issue of 1863. Unpaid Letter Stamp, 10 c., orange-lemon. 
Gem<ine. 

Lithographed on coarsely-wove white paper. 
The lines behind the shield are all wavy. The 
corner scroll, to the left of -SEGNA, is lower than 
the one to the right. The base of the 1 of 10 is 
on a level with the 0 and the c, as will be per­
ceived by the use of a straight-edge. The outer 
oval contains fifty V-shaped ornaments. 
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Forged. 
Rather poorly lithographed on finely-wove, very white paper. The 

lines behind the top and bottom of the scroll are wavy; but those 
at the side are straight. The corner scroll to the left of SEGNA is 
much higher than the similar one to the right. The bottom of the 
l of 10 does not come nearly so low as the 0 and the c. There are 
only 49 of the V-shapecl ornaments in the outer oval, and one of 
them, almost below the T of TASSA, is either upside down, or is very 
badly drawn. 

Postmarks. 
I have not seen a cancelled copy of the genuin e. The forgeries 

are postmarked with an oval of eight parallel bars. 

JAMAICA. 

Issue of 1860-63. 1, 2, 3, 4, 6 P ence, One Shilling ; water­
marked with a pine-apple. 

Issue of 1871-75. 1, 2, 3 , 4, 6 P ence; One Shilling, water­
marked with crown and" C C." 

Gem< inc. 
Engraved in epa•·gne, on thin, 

very slightly surlacecl, yellowish­
white wove paper, watermarked 
as above, according to elate of 
issue; perforatecl l4. The frame 
is different for each value, but the 
head is pretty nearly the same 
in all ; and I think that a des­
cription of this head is quite 

sufficient, for the forgeries are very poor. The whole of the bust is 
shaded all over, with the exception of a portion of the front of the 
forehead, the base of the neck, and the edge of the nose (and, in 
the 3d. value, the point of the chin): The hair springing up from 
the back of the neck, and passing under the ribbon of the wreath 
at the back, lies almost flat. The base of the neck is sharply 
pointed in front, and the dark portion at the bottom of the neck, 
where it is supposed to be cut of!', is shaded with thick horizontal 
lines. I ought to say that these lines require to be looked for, be­
cause, at a distance, the dark shading appears to be solid. 

Forged. 

At present I have only seen the lei., 2cl., and one shilling. Very 
poorly lithographed, on stout, dead-white wove paper ; no wad:,r- ' 
mark; badly pin-pricked 12} or 13, or unperforatecl. The design 
is very poor, and rough in execution. The whole face is perfectly 
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white, and the shading does not begin until far back on the side of 
the cheek. There is also a broad unshacled line all clown the front 
of the neck. The portion of hair at the back of the neck, which 
lies below the ribbon, bulges out considerably, instead of lying flat. 
The base of the neck is very blunt and rounded in front, and the 
dark part at the bottom of it, where it is supposed to be cut off, is 
either <;tuite solid, or only shows two of the four or five horizontal 
lines of shading of the genuine. 

I do not think anyone ought to be deceived by these cotmterfeits ; 
they are the poorest imitations which I have ever seen, and any 
further description of them is needless. 

Postmarks. 
The genuine stamps bear an oval, fo.rmed by three straight lines 

at top and bottom, and two curved lines at each side, with letter 
and numerals in the centre. I notice that the numerals vary ; I 
have them 1nm·ked "A 01,'' "A 39," "A 71," "A 86," &c.; but the 
colony-letter, " A," seems always to appear. 

The forgeries have a similar oval, containll1g "A 01," or else 
several munerals, without the letter, or else a circle, containing 
letters and date. I have only seen one specilllen with this latter 
cancellation, and it is imperfect. I never saw the genuine stamps 
cancelled with any other obliteration than the ones above desc1~bed. 

JAPAN. 
Issue of 1871 ; 48 (mons?) brown. 

Gent~.Jine. 

Engraved in tctille-clouce, on very soft, yellowish­
grey, vertically-laid pehwe paper, of native manu­
facture, unperforated. The outer frame of the 
stamp consists of an Etruscan, or "key-pattern," 
and there are ten perfect "keys" on each of the 
four sides, not cotmting the little corner ones in 
any case. Inside tlus, at the top and bottom, there 
is a sort of chain, with lozenge-shaped links, rmming across from 
one side to the other, above and below the dragons. Each chain 
contains six perfect lozenges, with a half-lozenge at each end ; and 
each lozenge, or half-lozenge, has a coloured clot in its centre. Down 
each side of the stamp there is a vertical row of half-lozenges, 
thirteen in each row, counting the top m~cl bottom ones in again ; 
and each one of these half-lozenges has also a coloured clot in its 
centre. 

Fo,.ged. 
Lithographed on stout, yellowish-white wove paper, unperforated. 

There are only eight "keys" in the top and bottom borclers, eight 
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and a half down the riaht-hand side, and nine clown the left-hancl 
side. There are six perfect lozenge-shaped links in the chain across 
the top, with a half-lozenge at each encl of it; the perfect lozenges 
have clots in their centres, but there is no clot in either of the half­
lozenges. The similar chain below the dragons, at the bottom of 
the stamp, contains seven perfect lozenges, with a half~ lozenge at the 
left-hand end, but with no dot in the centre of any of them. There 
are thirteen half-lozenges clown the left-hand side of the stamp, 
counting the top and bottom ones in, bnt there is no clot in the 
centre of any of them. There are only twelve half-lozenges clown 
the right-hand side, counting in the top one; the space where the 
bottom one ought to come being occupied by the perfect lozenge of 
the bottom chain. There is no dot in the centre of anv of these 
half-lozenges; indeed, the only ones which have dots are "the six in 
the top row. 

Same I ssue; 100 (mons?) dark blue. 

Gen1dne. 

Engraving, paper, &c. , the sarne as in the genuine 
48 mons. There are ten perfect " keys" on each of 
the four sides of the border, not counting the little 
corner ones, the same as in the 48 mons. There 
are six perfect loY.enges, with a half-lozenge on each 
side of the six, both across the top and bottom ; 
each of the perfect lozenges contains four dots, and 

each of the hal £-lozenges has at least one dot. The rows of vertical 
half-lozenges at the sides contain eight of the said halves on each 
side, counting the top and bottom ones in both cases ; and these top 
and bottom ones are very much smaller than the rest, and contain 
only one, or, at the most, two clots, whilst the larger ones contain 
three. 

Forged. 

Lithographed on thin, almost pel-nre paper, not a bad imitation of 
the paper of the genuine, but wove, too white, and of a finer 
texture. There are nine perfect " keys" across the top of the 
stamp, nine down the right-hand side, ten across the bottom, and 
ten down the left-hand side, not counting the corner ones in any 
instance. The lo1.enge-shaped links across the top and bottom are 
the same in number as the genuine ; but several of them contain 
only three dots, instead of four. There are eight half-lo7.enges clown 
each side of the stamp ; the top one on each side being very small, 
but the bottom ones the same size as the rest. Several of these 
half-lozenges contain three elongated dots, or rather, lines, very 
different from the small round dots of the genuine. 
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Same Issue; 200 (mons ?) vermilion. 

Genuine. 

Engraved in taille-do,.ce; paper, &c., the same as 
in the genuine 48 mons. There are ten perfect 
"keys" in each of the four sides of the border, not 
counting the corner ones. There are seven perfect 
lozenges across the top and bottom of the stamp, 
each containing a transverse line, with a dot in the 
centre of it. Down each side of the stamp there 

are nine half-lozenges, the top and bottom ones on both sides being 
very small. Some of these half-lozenges contain one dot, others two, 
and others three. 

Forged. 

Lithographed on white, wove pelure paper, unperforated. This 
forgery is exceedingly like the genuine, except that there are seven 
and a half lozenl1es across the top of the stamp instead of seven. I 
am not able to gtve any other tests, because I have not got a whole 
sheet of the genuine, and do not like to pttt in any of the interior 
lines lest the types should vary. 

Same Issue; 500 (mons?) green. 

Gen,.ine. 

Engraved in taille-dOJ<ce; paper, &c., the same as 
in the genuine 48 mons. There are ten "keys'' in 
each of the four sides of the stamp as before, not 
counting the corner ones. There are seven perfect 
lozenges across both the top and bottom of the 
stamp, each containing one coloured dot. Down 
each side there are thirteen half-lozenges, each con­
taining one dot. This value is generally clearer than the others; 
my copies of the blue one and of the vermilion one are all more or 
less blotched. 

Forged. 

Lithographed on white wove, pel1t1·e paper, unperforated. There 
are ten "keys" down the left-hand side of the stamp, and eleven in 
each of the other three sides, not counting the corner ones. Across 
the top there are six perfect lozenges, with a half-lozenge at each end 
of the chain, and six across the bottom, with a half-lozenge at the 
left-hand side. Each of the said perfect lozenges contains a coloured 
ring, with a white centre, instead of the coloured dots of the 
genuine. There are thirteen half-lozenges down the left-hand side, 
and only eleven down the right-hand side. I ought to add that, in 
the genuine, the black surcharge of value in the centre is evidently 
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typographed, and generally very black ; but, in the forgeries, it looks 
flat and greyish, being evidently lithographed, like the rest of the 
stamp. 

It will be noticed that I have put a note of interrogation after the 
values of the genuine. The fact is, that I am not certain whether 
they are "mons" or not ; for the catalogues generally give them as 
!, 1, 2, and 5 "tempoes." The numerals, however, are as I have 
given them, 48, I 00, 200, and 500 respectively. 

Posflmarlcs. 
All my own used copies are cancelled with a square, struck in 

black, containing Japanese characters ; but the stamps of this issue 
are not very common postmarked. 

The forgeries bear a circle, with name of town in English, or else 
a square of square dots. 

Issue of 1872. 1 Sen, brown, olive-brown, greenish-brown, 
grey. 

The stamps of this issue have different 
characters for the values, except the 5 sen, 
which still retains the numeral 5. I'Vhether 
the others are expressed in words instead of 
numerals or not, I do not know, but fancy it 
is probable. The design very closely resembles 
that of the first issue, except the altered value 
in each case. 

Gemtine. 

Engraved in taille-douce, on greyish-white wove, or laid pelure 
paper ; perforated 11. There are teu " keys" round each of the four 
sides of the stamp, not counting the little corner ones, and thirteen 
half-lozenges down each side. 

Forged. 

Lithographed, in pale brown and in grey, on very white, wove 
pelure paper; very badly pin-pricked 12! and 13. There are ten 
"keys" clown the left-hand side of the stamp, as in the genuine ; 
bnt all the other sides contain eleven of the said "keys." There are 
thirteen half-lozenges at the left-hand side, as in the genuine; but 
only eleven at the right-hand side. I have several copies of this 
forgery, and they all bear the same peculiarly flat, washed-out look, 
as though the colour had "run." Indeed I may say that all the 
stamps of this set of forgeries are alike in this respect. The rest of 
the stamp is a fair copy of the genuine, as far as a lithograph can 
copy a tc<ille-douce engraving. 
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1 Sen, shades of pa le, dull blue. 

Genuine. 

Paper, engraving, perforation, etc., the same as in the genuine ! 
sen. There are ten "keys" round each of the four sides of the stamp, 
as before ; the "·hole tlesign is fairly clear, antl there are two lines 
running round the stamp-a very thick outer one, antl a very thin 
inner one, {1uite distinct from each other. 

Forged. 

Lithographed on very white, wove pehtre paper, having a shiny 
appearance ; badly perforated 13. The colour is too much of an 
indigo shade. There are ten "keys" down the left-hand side of the 
stamp, ten at the bottom ; hut only nine at the top, and down the 
ri"ht-hancl side, not counting the little corner ones. Round the out­
side of the stamp there is on1y one thick line. The design is not at 
all well done, and very blotchy. The dragons aTe very diiferent from 
those of the genuine, seeming to be mere skeletons, but they are 
clitticult to describe. 

Same Issue. 5 Sen, shades of bluish-green. 

have not seen a forgery of this value, but have no doubt 
that it exists ; I therefore give some points of the genuine, to 
assist the detection of the forgery. 

Gen"ine. 
Paper, engraving, perforation, etc., the sa1ne as in the genuine 

~ sen. There are ten "keys" round each of the four sides of the 
stamp ; seven perfect lozenges across both the top and bottom, each 
containing a small coloured dot; and thirteen half-lozenges clown 
each side, the lowest one on each side being very much smaller than 
the others. There is a double line, as before, round the outside of 
the stamp, the outer one being very thick, and the inner one very 
thin. 

Same Issue. 2 Sen, vermilion. 

Gen"ine. 
Paper, engraving, perforation, etc., the san1e 

as in the "enuine ~ sen. There are ten "keys" 
round eacl1 of the- four sides of the stamp, not 
counting the com er ones. There are nine half­
lozenges clown both right and left sides, and 
seven perfect lozenges across both the top and 
the bottom. 
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Forgecl. 
Lithographed on very white, wove pel1.re paper; badly pin-pricked 

13. There are ten "keys" down the right-hand side of the stamp, 
as in the genuine; but the left-hand side contains eleven, the top 
eleven, the bottom eleven ; and all the said " keys" are very badly 
drawn. There are ten half-lozenges clown the left-hand side of the 
stamp, thirteen down the right-hand side, six perfect ones at the top, 
with a half-lozenge at each end, and the same at the bottom. 

Postmarks. 
All my genuine copies are obliterated in the same manner as in 

the first issue. 
The postmarks on the forgeries are various. Some of them bear 

a large circle, with NAGASAKI or J OKOHAMA in large English charac­
ters; some have a large, solid, five-pointed star; some have a black 
circular blotch, divided into four quarters, the quarters so far removed 
from each other as to leave a white cross in the centre. 

As regards the genuine, I think that postmarked copies are more 
common than those of the first issue. 

I have not said much about the paper of these two issues, but it 
appears to be all of Japanese make, almost like tissue paper, with 
very long fibres when torn. The forgeries are on paper quite as thin 
-except the 48 mons of the first issue-but the grain is finer and 
the fibres shorter. 

L ater I ssues of 1872. 

These stamps are printed on soft, thick, yellowish-white paper, 
of Japanese make, both laid and wove, and also on whiter and 
harder, thick wove paper, apparently of European manufacture. 
The perforation is various. There are forty types of each value, 
which makes it rather a difficult matter to give many accurate 
tests. The stamps of these issues of August and October, 1872, 
had no "syllabic character" to show the different plates. 

I shall have more to say about the said "syllabic characters" 
when I come to the issue of 1874, in which they appear. 

2 Sen, vermilion, orange, yellow. 

Genuine. 

Engraved in taille-clouce, the ink standing up well from the surface 
of the paper ; paper and perforation as above described. The spokes 
of the wheel-ornament at the top of the central rectangle are slin1, 
long, and at very regular distances apart ; and the wheel itself does 
not touch the outline of the inner frame above it. In each corner of 
the same rectangle there is a <tnarter of a similar wheel, looking 
something like a fan. Each of these quarter-wheels or fans contains 
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seven spokes or sticks. Both ends of the upper label, bearing the 
value, 2 sen, "0 very close to the incurved ends of the scroll sur· 
rounding the label. In all the types which I posses of this value, the 
lower ends of the crossed branches are alike, and each of them is 
sharply pointed. There are many other variations between the 
genuine and forged in my possession, but I have thought it better 
not to describe any but the principal lines, lest my description of the 
less import"l>.nt lines of one type should confuse the possessor of 
another genuine type. 

Forged. 

Poorly lithographed on thin, common, white wove European 
paper; very badly 'pin-pricked, so that I am not able to give the 
gauge. The ink, of course, does not stand up at all above the surface 
of the paper. The spokes of the wheel-ornament are evidently too 
thick and short in proportion to the thickness of the rim of the 
wheel, and the wheel itself distinctly touches the line above it. 
The spokes are not set regularly, some of them being much nearer 
than others. The spokes of the quarter-wheels in the corners of the 
central rectangle are very different from the ~enuine, and form an 
easy test for this forgery. In the top one on the left-hand side there 
are ten spokes ; in the bottom left· hand corner there are six ; in the 
top right-hand corner there are seven; and in the bottom right-hand 
corner there are seven also. Both ends of the upper label, bearin<> 
the value, 2 sen, are at some considerable distance from the incurved 
ends of the scroll surrounding the said label. This is especially 
marked at the right-hand end. The lower ends of the branches are 
uot alike; the right-hand one is sharply pointed, and the left-hand 
one is blunt and rounded, and is also solid, instead of merely out­
lined. 

4 Sen , r ose, orange-vermilion. 
Genuine. 

Engraved in taille-douce; paper and perforation as before. The ink 
stands out from the surface of the paper. The wheel- ornament 
almost touches the line above it, and all the spokes are drawn accu­
rately towards the centre of it ; the bottom ends of the crossed 
branches are only outlined, and are both as nearly as possible of the 
same length. 

Forged. 

Lithographed on rather thin, common, very white wove paper ; 
badly pin-pricked. The ink does not stand out from the face of the 
stamp. ' The wheel ornament does not anything like touch the line 
above it ; it does not appear to be truly round, and many of the 
spokes are drawn at a tangent to the tiny central circle of the wheel, 
instead of all being drawn accurately towards the centre. The 
bottom ends of the branches are solid, very dark, and not alike, the 
right-hand end being longer and more pointed than the other. 
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20 Sen, violet, mauve. 
Genuine. 

Engraved in taille-dottce; paper and perfora­
tion as before. The outline of the large central 

! 
circle is almost exactly at an equal distance 
from the inner outlines of the side-frames, and 
does not touch on either side. The top of the 
rim of the wheel-ornament is at some littl e 
distance from the lower outline of the upper 
label containing 20 sen, and the spokes of the 
said wheel are drawn regularly, and at equal 
distances apart. In all my copies each of the 
three leaves at the base of the central circle 

has three sets of side-veins. 

Forged. 

Lithographed on common, yellowish-white wove paper; badly pin­
pricked. The outline of the central circle touches the inner outline 
of the right-hand frame, and is at some distance from the inner out­
line of the left-hand frame. The top of the rim of the wheel­
ornament is very close to the lower outline of the upper frame, which 
contains the value, 20 sen. The spokes of the wheel are not equally 
well drawn all the way round, those on the !eft-hand side being more 
or less irregular. At first sight there appear to be only two sets of 
side-veins in the right-hand leaf at the bottom of the circle, the one 
nearest to the stalk end of the leaf being very indistinct. 

Issue of February, 1874. 

These stamps can be distinguished from the earlier, similar 
ones by the "syllabic characters" upon them. These are the 
characters, I believe, of the Japanese language in their simplest 
form, answering in some degree to what we should call an 
alphabet. There are forty-seven of them; but I do not know 
how many of them appear upon the stamps. I have the whole 
forty-seven before me as I write, and should like to reproduce 
them for the benefit of our readers; but I expect it would not 
be easy to get them correctly illustrated. 

All these stamps appear to be upon moderately stout, rather 
soft, yellowish-white wove paper; machine-perforated 11, 12-!, 
etc.; also apparently pin-perforated 12~. 

~Sen, red-bistre. 
Genttine. 

The stamp imitated bears the second of the "syllabic characters," 
which the J apanese call "Ro." It will be found in a square frame 
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just at the crossina of the two branches, and is a sort of transverse 
oblong, with the li1~e down the left-hand side projecting a little, both 
at the top and the bottom. Engraved in taille-douce; paper and 
perforation as mentionecl above. The wheel- ornament has sixteen 
spokes; the veins of the broad leaves of the left-hand branch run 
very nearly to the edges of the said leaves. The upper Japanese 
words in the side-frames are exactly alike on both sides of the stamp. 

Forged. 

Poorly lithographed on very yellowish-white wove paper, rather 
thin and hard ; pin-pricked, 14. This forgery can easily be detected 
by having seventeen spokes to the wheel-ornament, instead of sixteen. 
The veins of the broad leaves of the left-hand branch do not go near 
the sides of the leaves, being much too short. The lower cross-stroke 
of the top Japanese word in the left-hand frame is very much longer 
than the corresponding stroke of the similar word in the right-hand 
frame. I do not think this forgery is very likely to deceive. 

1 Sen, blue. 

Genuine. 
Engraved in taille-douce; paper and perforation as before. I have 

not been able to find a genuine stamp with a 
character at all approaching that on the forgeries, rvv-uv-~.rv"\f\.,'lflt;J 
which is a mere shapeless blotch, so I cannot say 
which plate has been imitated. Only one of the 
leaves in the right-hand branch touches the 
right-hand frame- the one rather below the 
middle of the central, lattice-work square-and 
one leaf of the left-hand branch touches the 
cmly ornament in the lower corner of the central 
rectangle. The stalks or ends of the branches IJVV'-IV'IJ'-IV'..ru'l.l 
project equally from behind the little square 
which contains the "syllabic character." The upper Japanese word 
in the central column, just under the wheel-ornament, consists of 
two characters placed close together. The colour of the stamp appears 
to be almost invariably a <!ark blue, of a more or less indigo tint. 

Forged. 

Lithographed on yellowish-white wove paper, rather thin and 
hard; perforated 14. The hieroglyphic in the little square is a mere 
blotch, not like any of the forty-seven radicals. The right-hand 
branch touches the right-hand frame in two places-one as in the 
genuine, the other a little below the centre of the white square con­
taining the transverse stroke, which is the Japanese ntuneral "1." 
The left-hand branch touches the curly ornament in the left-hand 
bottom corner, and also touches the left-hand frame level with the 
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centre of the central lattice-work square. The stalk projecting from 
the left-hand sicle of the littl e square is something like the genuine; 
but the one projecting from the right-hand side seems to be broken 
oft' short, just the stump being left, so that it is very much shorter 
than the other. The Japanese word, just under the wheel-ornament, 
consists of two characters, a good distance apart. The colour of 
all the forgeries in my poS<ession is a decidedly greenish-blue, not in 
the least like the tint of the genuine. 

2 Sen, yellow. 

Genuine. 

Engraved in tnille-donce; paper and perforation as before. The 
fan-shaped ornament in the left-hand top corner of the central square 
contains seven radiating lines; that in the right-hand top corner 
contains eight ; that in the ltJt-hand bottom corner C<?ntai ns seven ; 
an cl that in the right-hand bottom corner contains seven. The 
J apanese characters in the left-l1and label are exactly the same as 
those in the right-hand one. The two lower ends of the crossed 
],ranches are pointed alike. Two plates have been imitatecl by the 
forgers ; the stamps of one of these plates in the genuine bear the 
character "Yo," which is exactly like a capital E turned upside 
clown ; i.e. with the projecting stl'Okes pointing to the left instead of 
to the right. The other genuine plate has the character "RE," which 
is very like a capital v with one side-the right side-rather splayed 
out. 

First Forgm·y. 

Li thographed in very pale yellow, on hard white wove paper; 
perforated 14. This is the one which bears the plate letter "YO," like 
an E upside down. The fan-shaped ornament in the left-hand top 
corner of the central square contains seven radiating lines like the 
genuine ; the one in the right-hand top corner contains eight, like 
the genuine, but two of them almost run together; the one in the 
left-hand bottom corner contains six ; and the one in the right-hand 
bottom corner contains seven, like the genuine. The Japanese 
characters in the left-hand label are different from those in the right­
hand one, as may be easily seen on com pacing the two. The stem of 
the right-hand branch, crossil1~ over to the left, comes a good deal 
lower than the stem of the left-hand branch, which crosses over to 
the right ; and both stems appear to be cut oft' almost square, instead 
of being pointed. In the genuine 2 sen stamps the ink stands out 
very much from the surface of the paper; in this forgery it is quite 
flat. 

Second Fm·ge>·y. 

Lithographed, in a full yellow, on thin, hard, white wove paper. 
The only specimen which I possess of this forgery is cut so close 
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that I am not able to give the perforation-gauge. I can only see 
that it is perforated. I do not call this such a good forgery as the 
last; the whole design is very blotchy. The plate-letter of this 
counterfeit is intended to represent the character "RE," which re­
sembles a capital v, but the forgers have made it more like a capital 
Y, placed rather slantingly from right to left. The fan-ornament in 
the left-hand top corner contains eight racliating lines, as far as I can 
make out, but they are very indistinct; the one in the right-hand top 
corner is a mere blotch, which it is impossible to decipher; the one 
in the left-hand bottom corner contains only six lines, but they are 
very distinct ; and the one in the right-hand bottom corner contains 
seven, as in the genuine. The wheel-ornament is very badly drawn, 
and blotchy, though it is beautifully clear in the genuine. The ink 
does not stand out at all from the surface of the paper. The Japanese 
characters are not exactly alike in the two side labels. The end of 
the branch at the right-hand side is a little lower than that on the 
left-hand side, and is sharply pointed, whilst the end on the left­
hand side is cut off quite square. In all the genuine stamps which 
I have seen the s of the lower SEN has its upper part distinctly larger 
than the lower part; but this forgery shows the said s with its upper 
part smaller than the lower part. 

4 Sen., green. 

Genuine. 

There is a good deal of clifference in the tint of this value. It 
varies from a dark Prussian-green to a very blue-green. Engraved 
in taille-douce, paper and perforation as before. The character imi­
tated by the forgeries is " r," the first of the radicals. It is like a 
capital T, with the head drawn very obliquely, pointing upwards to 
the right, and downwards to the left. The topmost flower, or what­
ever it is, of the right-hand branch shows a number of leaves or 
petals, varying according to the type ; but there are never fewer 
than seven, and more often eight. The upper half of the s of SEN 

is always somewhat larger than the lower half. The lowest leaf of 
the left-hand branch is a long way from the little square which 
contains the syllabic character. The cross-stroke of the lower 4 is 
always a good deal larger than Emopeans are accustomed to make 
it ; i.e. it proj ects too much to the right. There is a little dot at 
each corner of the stamp, outside the whole design ; and these dots 
are properly placed, so that if a rectangular line were drawn round 
the outside of the design, the dots would come · at the four corners. 
The ink stands out well from the smface of the paper, and the whole 

"in1pression is remarkably clear, especially in those copies on the 
thicker paper. The wheel-flower is generally pretty close to the 
outline above it ; but this is not a very reliable test, as the clistance 
varies in the different types. 
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Forged. 
Toleral>ly well lithographed on thin, rather hard, yellowish-white 

wove paper; perf. 12 or 12!. The tint is always the same, a medium 
shade of slightly yellowish-green. The stem of the syllabic character 
is very stumpy, and al10ays touches the outline of the square below 
it, though most of the genuine stamps show the character not touch­
ing the lower outline. The topmost flower of the right-hand branch 
bears only six petals or leaves. I think this will be found the most 
reliable test for the forgeries. The s of SEN is an ordinary capital 
s, the upper portion not being larger than the lower. The lowest 
leaf of the left-hand branch has one of its points ctlrnost touching 
the little S<Jnare which contains the plate-letter. The cross-stroke of 
the lower 4 is short, just as we are accustomed to see it drawn. 
Three of the dots outside the design are correctly placed ; but the 
one at the right-hand upper corner is placed a good deal too much to 
the left of its proper position, so that it would not come at the comer 
of a rectangular line drawn round the whole design. The impression 
is flat, not showing the ink standing up at all ; and it is not so 
clear as the genuine stamps, though tolerably well lithographed. The 
wheel-flower is a long way from the outline above it. 

It will be understood that there are many more differences, besides 
the ones just indicated, between the genuine and the forged ; but the 
types of the genuine vary so much that it is useless to name the said 
differences. In this, as in all the other stamps of this issue, I have 
simply given those points common to all the genuine types. 

3 0 Sen., grey. 

I do not think there is more than one CV'.rvvv"V"»n. 
plate of this stamp. I have seen a great 
many specimens ; but they have invari­
ably borne the character "r," which is 
something like a capital " T," with a ve1·y 
sloping top. 

Genuine. 

Engraved in taille-douce, paper and per­
foration as before. The wheel-flower is r1uite 
circular, and, in all the copies in my posses- '-"-"-"-"'-"'./V'-'"'-'"'-~-.r.r 
sion, it is a good distance from the outline 
above it. The top flower of the right-ham\ l>ranch touches the 
wheel-flower, and one of the !lowers of the left-hand branch ver,,­
nearly touches it. Some of the flowers of the right-band branel1 
invariably touch the ornalllent in the right-hand bottom corner of 
the central rectangle. In some types they touch in three places, in 
others two, and in others on ly one; but they always touch some­
where. The lower stems of the crossed branches are drawn so long 
as to touch both the orua111ent• in the lower corners of the centr:1l 
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rectangle. The lowest leaf of the left-hand branch shows six distinct 
side-veins. 

Forged. 
Lithographed. The tint of the stamp, desian, paper, &c., are very 

well imitated, except that the paper is too yellow, and thinner and 
harder than in the genuine; pin-perf. 12 and 13. The wheel-flower 
is not very well drawn ; it is decidedly not circular, and the central 
white spot is much too large. The top of the wheel almost touches 
the outline above it. The top flower of the right-hand branch does 
not touch the wheel, and the lower leaves of the said branch do not 
anywhere touch the ornament in the right-hand lower corner of the 
central rectangle. The stems of the branches are not of equal 
length. The left-hand stem touches the ornament in the left-hand 
lower corner ; but the right-hand stem is a long way from the 
ornament in the right-hand lower corner. The lowest leaf of the 
left-hand branch only shows four side-veins; indeed I ought not to 
call them "side-veins" in this case, for they are like a bird's toes ; 
whereas in the genuine there is a straight central vein, with six side­
veins projecting from it. I cannot give more tests than the above, 
on account of the variation in the types of the genuine. 

Postrnarks. 
The postmarks of the two sets just described are very various. 

The following are the chief cancellations in use : Two concentric 
circles, with Japanese characters in the centre, and between the 
circles; a single very thick circle, containing Japanese characters ; 
an oblong, ditto ; a very small thick circle, ditto; eight wedge-shaped 
blotches, arranged in a circle, point to point, \vith white spaces 
between the wedges ; follf v-shaped blotches, point to point, with 
white spaces between; a thing very like the Japanese numeral for 
6, which, as I am informed, 1neans "post ; " a cross in red; a thing 
like a very large 3 ; a set of seven small wedges, in blue, point to 
point, with spaces between, and the eighth wedge missing, thus 
leaving a blank; a shapeless, mauve-coloured blotch; a circular black 
blotch ; Japanese characters in a circle, without any boundary line ; 
ditto, in a hexagonal frame, etc. It would almost seem from this 
that each office is at liberty to adopt what cancel-stamp it fancies. 

The forgeries do not show the same variety. I have seen them 
with a set of four or five thin, parallel black bars; a circle containing 
"J OKOHA:MA," "NAGASAKI," etc., in English characters; a diamond of 
square dots ; a diamond of thick parallel bars of graduated lengths ; 
and the almost inevitable copy of one of our own cancel-stamps ; 
i.e., an oval, formed by four straight lines at the top and bottom, and 
four curved lines at each side, but without any central letters or 
numerals. It will be seen, therefore, that the forgers have not 
imitated a single one of all the varieties of cancellation fotmd on 
the genuine, though I am sure they had choice enough. 

T 
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Issue of January, 1875. Bird; 12 Sen, rose -pink. 

Genuine. 
Engraved in taille-clonce, on rather thick, white ~~~~~~ 

wove paper, thickly gummed, pin-perforateclll ~. 
12~, etc. The perforation is very irregular, 
and difficult to count. The only plate-letter 
which I have seen is the character " r," like a 
capital T with a very sloping head; this head, 
or cross-stroke, in the genuine, is not joined to 
the upright stroke. The bird has two legs, one 
held up, after the manner of a common fowl ; 
its neck is shaded with rings or rows of clots, 
giving it a wormy appearance. The wheel-flower at the top of the 
stamp has, as usual, sixteen spokes, and the wheel itself is circular 
and distinct. There is a diamond-shaped dark dot at each corner of 
the stamp, just inside the outer frame. The bird's tail is cut off quite 
square. 

Forged. 
Lithographed, in rose -red, instead of pink, on very yellowish­

white wove paper, ungummecl, thin and soft, pin-pricked 13. The 
plate-letter is much too small, and the top or head is distinctly joined 
to the perpendicular stroke. The bird has only one leg ; the shading 
on the neck is indistinct, and not in rings. The wheel-flower at the 
top of the stamp has only thirteen spokes, and the wheel is indistinct, 
blotchy, and not truly circular. There are clots in the right-hand 
corners, but not in the left-hand ones. The bird's tail is rounded, 
like that of a partridge. · 

15 sen, lilac. 

Genuine. 
Engraved in taille-clouce, paper, perforation, 

etc., as before. The shade is almost invariably 
a bluish-lilac. The wheel-flower at the top of 
the stamp has sixteen spokes. The plate-letter 
is the character "r," before described, and the 
head -stroke is not joined to the vertical one. 
The four flowers which separate the English and 
Japanese values in the ring are like the corner-

vvvv~ flowers of the stamps of the previous issue; 
showing five petals, with the tips of five other 

petals appearing behind the others. They are nicely and distinctly 
drawn. In each of the four corners of the stamp, just inside the 
boundary-line, there is a sort of trident-shaped ornament, and the 
central stem of each trident points exctctly to the corner of the 
stamp. The inner end of the stem of each trident is finished off 
with a little ball or knob. 
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Forged. 
Lithographed, in decidedly reddish-lilac, on very yellowish-white 

wove paper, ungnmmed, pm-perforated 13. The wheel-flower at the 
top of the stamp has eighteen spokes, not very regularly drawn. The 
plate-letter has its head a long way from the vertical stroke, much 
farther than in the genuine. The four flowers in the ring round the 
central circle are very badly done; they look like small representations 
of the wheel-flower, instead of ornamental flowers of ten petals. The 
four trident-shaped ornaments in the corners do not point exactly 
towards their respective corners of the stamp. The right-hand bottom 
one ends with a cross, the left-hand bottom one with a stroke beyond 
the ball, and the right-hand top one runs into the outline of the 
value-label below it. 

45 Sen, r ed . 
Genuine. 

Engraved in taille-donce, paper as before, thouah 
rather more yellowish-white, gum brownish, nicely 
machine-perforated 13. The wheel-flower at the 
top of the stamp has, as before, sixteen spokes. 
The flowers in the four corners are all of e<lual 
size. The plate-letter is the "r," before described, 
and the top stroke is not joined to the vertical 
one. The bird has nine feathers in its tail, and a 
distinct white patch on the throat below the Leak. 
The eye is white, with a very small, dark pupil. 
The colour of this stamp is a carmine-red, pale or dark. 

Forged. 
Poorly lithographed, on thin, very yellowish-white wove paper, 

ungunm1ed, pin-pricked about 13, but very badly done. The wheel­
flower at the top of the stamp has seventeen spokes. The flowers 
in the four corners are all of difrerent sizes, the one in the left-hand 
top corner being very much smaller than any of the others, and the 
one in the left-hand bottom corner being the largest of all. The 
top-stroke of the plate-letter joins the vertical stroke. The bird has 
only five feathers in its tail. The white patch under the beak on 
the throat is ahsent ; and the eye is not to be seen. The colour of 
the forgeries is always a sort of red-vermilion, quite different from 
that of the genuine. I think this forgery is the poorest of the set. 

Postnutrks. 
The genuine stamps are cancelled with Japanese characters in a 

circle, without any boundary line, struck in black or green; or four 
v-shaped black blotches, arranged point to point ; or a diamond of 
very large diamond-shaped black dots ; or rows of thick oblona 
blotches, with wide spaces between ; or a circle with a black cross i~ 
the centre, etc. 
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The forgeries bear either a circle, as before, with NAGASAKI, or 
some other name, in Enrrli sh letters ; or the oval, formed by three 
straight lines at top and bottom and fom curved lines at each side, 
without central numeral or lettering; or a diamond of small, square 
dots. 

Issue of February, 1875. 10 Sen, blue, small. 

Genuine. 

Engraved in taille-douce, on hard, white wove ~vJVVVV"JVV"-(1~ 
paper, rather thin ; machine-perforated 13. The 
plate-letter imitated by the forgers is the charac-
ter" Nr," the fourth of the radicals, which con- ~ ? 
sists of two transverse strokes, the upper one ~ C 
shorter than the other. In the genuine the lower '; ~ 
stroke goes right across the little rectangle which • 
contains it, and touches each side of it. The .· 
wheel-flower contains sixteen spokes, as before. vvvv 
The upper half of the s of each SEN is larger 
than the lower half. The outer eye of each dragon does not touch 
the head. The fringe of hair on the heads of the dragons seems to 
vary, but there are never fewer than ten hairs in each fringe, or 
mane, or whatever it is intended for. 

Forged. 

Lithographed on yellowish-white wove paper; very badly pin­
pricked, so that I have not been able to count the perforations. The 
lower stroke of the syllabic character touches the right-hand side of 
the outline of the rectangle containing it, but does not touch the 
left-hand side; the upper stroke is a good deal too short. The wheel­
flower contains only fourteen spokes. The s of each word SEN is like 
an ordinary capital s. The outer eye of each dragon touches the 
outline of the head. The mane of the right-hand dragon shows 
nine hairs, and that of the left-hand dragon shows nine also. The 
spokes of the wheel-flower are the easiest test for this forgery. 

Same Issue. 20 Sen, t·ose, small. 
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of the wheel-flower are regularly drawn, and do not touch each other 
before they get to the central white spot. The flower itself has sixteen 
spokes. The s of each sE:o;r has its top half larger than the lower. 
The plate-letter is the tenth radical, "No," which is like a capital F 
of our written alphabet. This character reaches almost to the very 
top, bottom, and sides of the rectangle which contains it, and the top 
stroke is not joined to the vertical one. Each of the leaves behind 
the plate-letter rectangle has three or more flower-buds standing up 
from the top of it, like those in the large 20 sen purple. The side­
frames of the stamp, in the parts not hidden by the perpendicular 
labels, are shaded with very thick and very thin lines alternately. 

Forged. 

Lithographed in vermil ion-red, instead of rose, on very yellowish 
wove paper, very hard, and rather thin ; perforated 13. The circular 
band round the central characters touches the outline of the frame 
to the right of it, and almost touches the left-hand frame also. The 
spokes of the wheel-flower are not nicely drawn, several of them 
touching before they reach the central white spot. The only speci­
men which I possess of this forgery is blotched just over part of the 
wheel-flower, so that I am not sure whether it contains sixteen 
spokes or not. The s of each SEN is like au ordinary capital s. The 
plate-letter is too small for the containing rectangle; the tail of the 
vertical stroke is very much too short ; the top stroke is joined to 
the said vertical stroke, and the whole character does not reach 
nearly to either the bottom or either of the sides of the rectangle, 
though it is pretty close to the top of it. The middle leaf behind 
the plate-letter has three buds standing up from it, but none are 
visible from the two side-leaves. This last is an easy test. The side­
frames are shaded by vertical lines, which are all of very nearly the 
same thickness, instead of being alternately very thick and very thin. 

Same I ssu e. 30 Sen, mauve, s m a ll. 
Gemtine. 

Engraved in taille-douce, on very thin, yel­
lowish-white wove paper ; very irregularly 
pin-perforated or machine-perforated 12}. The 
plate-letter imitated by the forgers is the second 
radical, " Ro,'' which is a sort of transverse 
oblong. The upper half of the s of the top 
SEN is larger than the lower half of the said 
letter. The stem of the left-hand branch, pro­
jecting on the r ight-hand side, is shaded with 
short strokes running across the stem ; the cor­
responding stem on the left-hand side of the stamp is shaded with 
one or two long strokes along the stem. The top flower of the left­
hand branch is a bell, with three little points; the top flower of the 
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right-hand branch has six petals, the outer one touching the orna­
ment in the right-hand top corner of the central rectangle. 

Forged. 
This is very inferior to the nicely-engraved original. It is litho­

graphed in very brown lilac, instead of bright mauve, on very thin, 
soft, yellowish-white wove paper; badly pin-perforated 13. The 
plate-letter is tolerably well imitated, but the rectangle containing 
it is a good deal too small. The s of the top SEN is like an ordinary 
capital s. The stem on the right-hand side of the stamp, and that 
on the left-hand side, are both solid, with no lines of shading visible. 
Both the stems are of the same thickness, but in the genuine the 
right-hand one is a good deal thicker than the left-hand one. The 
top flower of the left-hand branch is a sort of oval bud, without any 
projecting points. The top flower of the right-hand branch has only 
five petals, and two of them touch the ornament in the right-hand 
top corner of the central rectangle. The whole execution of this 
forgery is very poor, and the colour is altogether different from that 
of the genuine. 

Postrnnrks. 
The genuine stamps bear either a single very thick circle, with 

Japanese in the centre; or a double circle, with Japanese between 
the circles and in the centre ; or the character signifying " post;'' or 
a very large 3; or a sort of half-moon ; or undecipherable blotches. 
The forgeries bear a diamond .of square dots; or a single thin 
circle, with a few faint blotches in it; or the oval before described, 
formed by straight and cmvecl lines. 

I ssues of 1876, etc. Oval garter; 5 Sen, green. 
Genuine. 

Engraved in tnille-douce, on soft, thickish, white wove paper; very 
badly pin-pricked about ll ; white gum. I have 
not been able to find any specimens bearing a 
plate-letter; but if there should be one, which 
is probable, it will be found in the dark, shaded 
part of the garter, a little to the left of the 
buckle. The flowers in the four corners of the 
stamp are very nicely done, and they are the 
same pattern as those described in the 15 sen, 
bird issue, having five petals distinctly divided 
from each other by clark lines, and the tips of 
five other petals peeping out from behind. The dark outline of the 
buckle is unbroken all the way round, and the centre of the buckle, 
in all the specimens in my possession, is shaded with very fine 
crossed lines. The space between the garter and the end of the strap 
which hears the value, where the background of the central oval 
would be supposed to be visible-i.e. under, and to the right of the 
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EN of SEN, between those letters and the buckle-is similarly shaded 
with fine crossed lines. All the little leaves in the ornamental scroll­
work outside the garter are outlined, with white centres. 

Forged. 
Poorly lithographed on white wove paper, thicker than that of 

the genuine ; ungummed ; badly pin-perforated 13. The plate-letter 
on this forgery is the seventeenth radical, "RE." which is like a 
capital v, with the right side very much splayed out. It will be 
found immediately to the left of the buckle, on the shaded part. 
The flowers in the four corners are very poor ; the five petals are not 
divided from each other, and the one in the left-hand upper corner is 
very much out of shape. The clark outline of the buckle is broken 
away where it touches the strap which bears the value ; the centre 
of the said buckle is shaded with ten coarse, uncrossed lines. The 
space between the garter and the strap is white. All the little lea,·es 
in the ornamental scroll-work outside the garter are solid, except 
about three, which show white centres, somewhat in the fashion of 
the genuine. I do not call this a very successfttl forgery. 

Sa m e design ; 6 Sen, brown. 
Genuine. 

Engraved in taille-douce, on thick, yellowish-white wove paper; 
brown gum ; machine-perforated 11 !- The plate­
letter is the character "RE" above described. 
The inner outline of the garter is thickest on 
the left-hand side of the stamp, and the outer 
outline is thickest on the right-hand side. There 
are three perfect holes, and a portion of a fourth, 
at the bottom of the garter, the fourth showing 
just by the right-hand outline. The head of the 
s of the upper SEN is larger than the lower half 
of that letter. Except in very heavily-printed 
copies, the little leaves of the ornamental scroll-work outside the 
garter are all outlined, with white centres. Machine-perforated 11, 
11!, 12~, or badly and irregularly pin-pricked. 

Forged. 
Poorly lithographed, on thin, common, yellowish-white wove 

paper; ungummed ; badly pin-pricked 13. The plate-letter is 
hardly decipherable. The outer outline of the garter is thickest on 
the right-hand side, as in the genuine ; but the inner outline is the 
same thickness both sides. There are only three holes at the bottom 
of the garter, and there is plenty of room to place a fourth hole be­
tween them and the outline. The s of the upper SEN is like an 
ordinary capital s. The little leaves of the ornamental scroll-work 
outside the garter are all solid, except about three. 
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Same design ; 6 Sen , oran ge. 

Genuine. 
Engraved in taille-clouce; paper, perforation, 

etc., as in the 6 sen, brown. The plate-letter 
imitated is the eleventh radical "RU," which is 
extremely like the Roman numerals IV. ; the I 
of the IV. is as dark as the other character. The 
narrow ends of the buckle are very nearly 
square. The rest of the stamp is just like the 
0 sen, brown, just described. 

Forged. 
Lithographed on yellowish-white wove paper, thin and c.ommon; 

no gum; very badly pin-pricked. The I of the plate-letter" IV" is 
hardly discernible. The narrow ends of the buckle are rounded off, 
so as to make it a sort of oval. All the rest of the design is exactly 
like the forged 6 sen, brown, just described. 

Postmarks. 
The genuine stamps bear usually either the double circle, with 

Japanese between the circles, and in the centre, or the thick single 
circle, with Japan eRe inside it. I have seen no cancellations except 
these. 

The forgeries are postmarked with the diamond of small square 
dots, or the single thick circle, containing the name of a town­
NAGASAKI, for instance-in English letters. 

I have not seen any forgeries of the later issues; but I have no 
doubt that they will soon be imitated. 

Concerning the plate-letters, I had, at first, an idea that the radicals 
would be used in their regular order ; but as some of the stamps 
mentioned above have the seventeenth radical for their plate-letter, 
I think it is unlikely that there have been so many plates of any one 
value, so that they must have been used in arbitrary order. I have 
taken the trouble to go through some thousands of specimens, kindly 
placed at my disposal by Messrs. Pemberton, Wilson, and Co., and by 
Messrs. Stanley, Gibbons, and Co., and I find the following : ! sen, 
three plates ; 1 sen, bltte, nine plates ; 1 sen, bistre, seven pfates ; 
2 sen, yellow, two plates ; 4 sen, green, four plates ; 4 sen, rose; 10 
sen, green; 10 sen, blue; 20 sen, purple; 30 sen, grey, one plate 
each; 30 sen, mauve, four plates; 12 sen, bird, one plate; 15 sen, 
two plates ; 45 sen, one plate ; 6 sen, garter, eight plates, etc. 

I do not know whether I have made it clear that all the stamps 
on a sheet bear the same plate-letter. Those who wish to learn the 
names and figures of the radicals will find a list of them illustrated 
in Le Timb•·e-Poste; but I cannot lay my hand on the number which 
contains them. 
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LA GUAIRA. 
Issue of 1854. Centavo Series (for St. Thomas?), h 1, 2, 

3, 4 centavos. 
Genuine. 

Printed in black, on rather hard, coloured wove 
paper; imperf. There is a stop after the word 
PACKET, and another after CABELLO. The word 
CE:'ITAVO is in a label or scroll. It is in the singular 
for all the values, and the stop after it is put in the 
-outline of the scroll. The transverse lines of the 
background cut into the ends of the scroll, and cover 
the top and middle spandrels. The letters of the 
word PACKET are close together, and the P of that word, and the stop 
a t the end of it, are equiclistant from their respective sides of the frame. 
If the line to the right of ST. •rHOMAS were prolonged upwards, it . 
would pass clear between the L ancl A of LA ; and the same line, if 
prolonged downwards, would pass clear to the right of the little 
square in the left-hand lower corner. The scroll is rounded at each 
end. The steamer is fairly done, and her rigging is distinct enough 
for the ropes to be counted. 

First Forgery. 

Lithographed in dull black, paper similar to that of the genuine ; 
imperf. There is no stop either after PACKET or CABELLo. The 
word of value is CENTAVO on the ! and 1 c.; but the others have 
CENTAVOS. There is a stop after this word, inside the scroll, on the 
l and l c., and no stop at all after it on the other values. The 
transverse lines of the background do not cut into the ends of the 
scroll, neither do they cover the spandrels. The let ters of the word 
PACKET are all some distance apart, and on account of there being no 
stop after this word, the P appears to be much too near to its eucl of 
the frame. If the line to the right of ST. THOMAS were prolonged 
upwards, it would pass through the centre of the bottom-stroke of 
the L of LA ; and if prolonged downwards, it would cut into the 
little square in the left-hand lower corner. The left-hand end of the 
,scroll is broken or incomplete. The letters of all the inscriptions in 
the frames are very thin, compared with. those of the genuine. 

Seconcl Forgery. 

This is not nearly so well done as the counterfeit just described. 
It is coarsely lithographed on very common paper; imper-f. There 
is no stop after either PACKET or CABELLO. The word CENTAVO ,is 
not in a scroll at all. The transverse lines of the background do not 
·Cover the top and middle spanclrels. If the line to the riaht of ST. 
THOMAS were prolonged upwards, it would pass through the centre 
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of the bottom-stroke of the L of LA ; and if prolonged downwards, 
it would cut into the little square in the left-hand lower corner. 
The steamer is very badly done, and her ropes are too indistinct to 
be counted. 

Postrncwks. 
I do not remember ever having seen any of the genuine stamps 

cancelled. The forgeries bear either a thick circle, with lettering in 
it, or a sort of oval, with semicircular ends. 

Same I ssue. Reales Series (for L a Guaira ?). Medio R eal, 
rose, b lue; Dos Reales, green, yellow. 

There are two types of the stamps of this set. 
The first type has the date-figures in the corners 
very small , a very cloudy sky, and a calm sea. 
The stamps of this type are all machine-perf. 13. 
The second type has the date- figures in the 
corners much larger, a rough, frothy sea, and 
few clouds in the sky. The stamps of this type 
are found with a curious oblique perforation, 

and also with a pointed or saw-perforation. The forgers have 
imitated the first type. 

Genuine. 
Engraved in epw·gne on several varieties of paper; machine-perf. 

13. The hull of the steamer is quite level. She has only two masts, 
her bowsprit is placed obliquely to the line of the deck, and she 
carries a flag. The tail of the R of GUIARA does not touch the A, 
and the tail of the Q of PAQUETE does not touch the line below it. 
The upper halves of the c and B of CABELLO are distinctly larger 
than the lower halves. The clouds are nicely drawn. In the lower 
value, the D of MEDIO is almost like an o, and, in the higher value, 
the D of DOS slopes very much. The 6 touches the clot in the left­
hand corner. 

Forged. 

Lithographed on thin, very white wove paper; pin-pricked 12. 
The hull of the steamer is not level, the front part being much too 
high out of the water. She has three masts, her bowsprit is level 
with the outline of the deck, and there is no flag vi>ible. The tail 
of the R of GUAIRA touches the A after it, and the tail of the Q of 
PAQUETE touches the line below it. The upper halves of the c and 
B of CABELLO are smaller than the lower halves. The clouds are 
very coarse and blotchy. The D of MEDIO is an ordinary capital D, 
and the D of DOS is alrnost upright. The 6 does not touch the dot 
in the left-hand corner. 
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Postma1·ks. 
Some of my genuine specimens are cancelled with a diamond of 

oblong dots. The forgeries bear either a very large capital o, or the 
oft-described oval, formecl by four straight lines at the top and 
bottom, and four curved lines at the sides, without central figures or 
numerals. 

The forgeries of the reales set just described are exceedingly_ com­
mon, and will he fotmd in the collections of all our youthful fr1 ends. 

Issue of 1869. Second Reales Series (for Cura9ao). ! Real, 
green; 2 Reales, rose. 

Genuine. 
Engraved in epargne, on thin, yellowish-white 

wove paper; pin-pricked 10, or machine-perf. 
13. The outside of the frame is composed of 
a scalloped line all the way round, with fifteen 
scallops at the top and bottom, and seventeen 
each side. There is a stop after each of the 
letters J . A. J. of the initials of the firm, and 
the horizontal top and bottom lines of the Z are ""'""'"'""· "~~"-""'-" 
carried a little beyond the small knobs which 
usually finish oft" that letter. There are two ornamental tongues or 
curves projecting from the centre of the left-hand side of each J. 

Forged. 
Lithographed on thin, very white wove paper; pin-pricked 13. In 

the ! real there are sixteen scallops at the top and the bottom, and 
twenty at each side. In the 2 reales there are sixteen at the top, 
Jifteen at the bottom, nineteen on the right-hand side, and twenty­
one on the left. There is no stop after the last .J. The stop after 
the A is not very distinct, and the Z is like an ordinary capital Z. 
Each J has only one ornamental tongue or curve projecting from the 
centre of the left-hand side of it. 

Post?>tc<rlcs. 
The genuine stamps usually bear two concentric circles, with 

name, separated by stars, between the circles ; or else two con­
centric ovals similarly inscribed. The forgeries bear four concentric 
circles, or the oval composed of straight lines at the top and bottom, 
and curved lines at the sides. 

I have not said anything about the history of these stamps. 
Those who wish to know more about them will find my monograph 
on the stamps of La Guaira in the first volume of the Philatelical 
Journal, and a reprint of it in the Stamp Collector's Magazine, vol. 
xi., pp. 70-74. 
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LIBERIA. 
Issu e of 1864. 6 Cents, red. 

• Gem<ine. 

Engraved on stout, yellowish-white wove paper, 
perforated ll and 12. Tllis is the type with two 
lines round the stamp. The groundwork of the 
corners is composed of wavy perpendicular lines. 
There is no flag to be seen on the ship. The 
semicircular piece of , hading on the stone, above 
LIBERIA, is a long way from that word. If a 
straight line be carried along the spear from the 
point, it will be found that the butt, or lower end 
of the spear, which appears from behind the knee 

of the figure, does not correspond with the upper part ; that is to 
say, it is parallel with it, but not in the same straight line, being too 
much to the right. There are two thin lines running l'Onnd the 
stamp, both of exactly the same thickness. The point of the spear 
is sharp. 

First Forgery. 

Lithographed on medium, very white wove paper, perforated 13. 
The lines in the corners are like the genuine. There is a large fla~ 
sticking out from the right-hand side of the ship. The butt and 
shaft of the spear are in one straight line. The outer line round the 
stamp is much thicker than the inner one. The printing of this 
stamp is very poor. 

Second Forgery. 

:linch better printed than the last, but the desi"n is not nearly so 
well copied. Lithographed on medium, very white wove paper; 
nicely perforated 12, also badly pin-pricked. The groundwork of 
the corners is composed of oblique and almost straight lines, all 
pointing towards the centre of the stamp. There is a long flag stick­
ing out from the right side of the ship. The shading on the stone 
alJove LIBERIA touches the B of that word. The whole of the spear 
is in one straight line. The outer line round the stamp is decidedly 
thicker than the inner one. The head of the spear is diamond-shaped, 
instead of the long, lance-shaped, sharp-pointed head of the gemline. 
The expression of the face is excessively di sdainful, and the shoulder 
sticks out in a very absurd manner. 

Same I ssu e; 12 Cen t s , b lue. 

Genuine. 

Engraving, paper, and perforation as before. The groundwork of 
the corners is composed of undulating diagonal lines, so finely exe-
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cuted as to make the corners appear solid. The shielcl has a single 
thick boundary-line The head of the spear is well shaped, and the 
point does not touch the border of the circle. The upper value-scroll 
touches the edge of the frame on the right, aucl the lower scroll 
touches it both right and left. 

First Forgery. 

Lithographed on thin, white wove paper. The perforations are 
cut off my only specimen. The lines in the corners are too coarse. 
The boundary-line of the shield is double. The head of the spear 
touches the outline of the circle. The upper value-scroll touches the 
edge of the frame on the right, a clark prolongation of the point of 
the scroll touches the frame on the left, and the lower scroll does not 
appear to touch the frame either side, though the left-hand end 
almost touches it. 

Second ForgenJ. 

Lithographed on stout, very white wove paper, nicely perforated 
12. The gTOunclwork of the corners is composed of straight oblique 
lines. The boundary-line of the shield is double. The head of the 
spear is diamond-shaped, and touches the border of the circle. The 
ends of the value-scrolls do not touch the edge of the stamp any­
where. The expression of the face is disilainful, and the shoulder 
out of drawing, as before. 

Same Issue ; 24 Cents, green. 
Genuine. 

Engraving, paper, and perforation as in the genuine 6 cents. The 
groundwork of the corners is composed of very wavy perpendicular 
lines, set close together. The shadil<g above LIBERIA is so far from 
that word that there is plenty of room to put another word of the 
same height between the name and the shading. A straight-edge, 
carried along the shaft of the spear, passes clear to the left of the 
butt, as in the genuine 6 cents. The two lines rounil the stamp are 
exactly the same thickness. The point of the spear is long and 
sharp. The cross-stroke at the bottom of the 4 is thick and distinct. 
The right-hand end of the top scroll almost touches the edge of the 
stamp ; but the left-hand end of it, and both ends of the bottom 
scroll, are a long way from the edge. The right-hand end of the 
rock has two cracks in it, and it goes perpendicularly clown, a ve1·y 
little to the right of the last stroke of the N of CENTS. 

Fint Forgery. 

Lithographed on rather thin, very white wove paper, perforated 
13. The lines of the groundwork are too far apart. The shading 
above LIBERIA is so close to that word that there is not room for 
another word of eveu half the height between them. The whole of 
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the spear is in one straight line. The outer line of the frame is 
thicker than the inner one. The ends of the top scroll are at a good 
distance from the edge of the stamp ; but in the lower scroll the 
right -hand end touches the frame, and the left-hand end almost 
touches it. The right-hand end of the rock has three cracks in it, 
and it goes down to the edge of the circle, above the beginning ot 
the T of CENTS. 

Second Forgery. 
Lithographed on moderately thick white wove paper, very badly 

pin-pricked 13l The ground work of the corners consists of straight 
diagonal lines, all pointing to the centre of the stamp. The shading 
above LIBERIA comes down so as to touch the B of that word. The 
outer line of the frame is a good deal thicker than the inner one. 
The point of the spear is diamond-shaped. The cross-stroke at the 
bottom of the 4 is almost invisible. The ends of the scrolls do not, 
in any case, touch the edge of the frame; but the right-hand end of 
the bottom scroll almost touches it. The right-hand end of the rock 
does not go perpendicularly down, but bends to the left at the bottom. 

Postmarks. 
Genuine. All my genuine copies are cancelled with pen-strokes. 
Forged. A circle, containing 3IONROWA LIBERIA. 

12 Cents, pink. 

I have a specimen of the above, which is probably merely a tirage 
de fantaisie. It is unperforated. 

LUBECK. 
Issue of 1859-62. ~ Sch illin g, lilac. 

Gemtine. 
Lithographed ; the 1859 issue on rather stout wove paper, without 

watermark; and the 1862 issue on much thinner paper, watermarked 
with a number of very small five-leaved flowerets. All the stamps 
of these first issues may be found ungmnmed. I am tolcl that they 
were so issued to the Post-office, and only gummed a day or two 
before they were actually required for use. There is no stop after 
SCHILLING. The ornamental strokes under LUBECK extend from 
tmcler the end of the L to under the beginning of the K. The eagle's 
beaks do not touch his wings ; none of the wing-feathers touch his 
knees ; and the feet do not touch the scroll. There are eight clots in 
the top row of the dotted ground, above the eagle's heads. Both 
beaks curl sli&htly upwards. The forked ends of the scroll are far 
below the level of the line below LUBECK. 
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Forged. 

Lithographed on white wove paper ; unwatermarked; rather thin­
ner than that of the genuine unwatermarked issue. There is a stop 
after SCHILLING. The ornamental strokes under LUBECK extend 
nearly from the middle of the u to the end of the c. The eagle's 
beak on the right-hand side of the stamp touches the top feather of 
the wing, the bottom large feather of the wing on the same side 
touches his knee, and the similar feather of the wing on the left­
hand side of the stamp almost touches the other knee. The end claw 
of each foot touches the scroll. There are only five dots in the top 
row of the clotted ground, above the eagle's heads. Both beaks curve 
slightly downwards. The forked ends of the scroll ru:e very nearly 
level with the ornamental line under LUBECK. 

Sam e I ssu e. 1 Schillin g, y ellow. 
Genuine. 

Lithographed; paper the same as in the genuine i schilling. The 
ornamental strokes under LUBECK extend from under the middle of 
the L to the beginning of the K of that word. The eagle's beak on 
the right-hand side of the stamp does not touch the wing; none of 
the wing-feathers touch the knees ; and the claws do not touch the 
scroll. There are eight clots in the top row of the dotted ground, 
above the eagle's heads. The forked right-hand end of the scroll 
almost touches the line to the right of it. The cross-stroke at the 
bottom of the fi gure 1 in the top left-hand corner is well marked. 
The letters of BIN are no larger than those of POST~!ARKE, and the 
shading on the scroll comes almost close to the B and N of EIN. 

First Forgery. 

Lithographed ; paper thicker than that of either of the genuine 
sets, and unwatermarked. The ornamental strokes under LUBECK 
extend from under the middle of the u to the end of the c. The eagle's 
beak on the right-hand side of the stamp touches the wing; the 
bottom large feather of the wing on the same side touches the knee ; 
and the similar feather of the wing on the left-hand side of the stamp 
almost touches the knee. The claw touches the scroll above theE of 
POSTli!ARKE. There are only five clots in the top row of the clotted 
ground. The forked right-hand end of the scroll plainly touches the 
line to the right of it. The figure 1 in the top left-hand corner has 
hardly any sign of a cross-stroke to the bottom of it. The letters of 
ErN are very much larger than those of POSTli!ARKE, and there is 
hardly an atom of shading on the part of the scroll containing it, so 
that it appears much too white. 

Second Forgery. 
Lithographed; paper unwatermarked; about the same thickness as 

that of the unwatermarked genuine set. The tests for this forgery 
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are exactly the same as for the forgery just described, except that the 
1 in the left-hand top corner has a well-defined bottom stroke, and 
the part of the scroll containing EIN is coarsely and darkly shaded, 
quite up to the beginning and end of that word. Both these forgeries. 
are printed in quite a decided orange, instead of the canary-yellow 
tint of the genuine. 

Lithographed, without watermark, on paper as thin as that of the 
watermarked genuine stamp. This is the best forgery which I have 
seen. The stop after POSTMARKE is wanting. The right-hand fork 
of the scroll is a long way from the line to the right of it. The 
eagle's claws and the lower parts of his legs are thin and elegant, 
compared with the clumsy shape of those in the genuine ; and the 
claw on the right side of the stamp plainly touches the scroll above 
the E of POSTMARKE. The top feather of the wing on the left-hand 
side, which ought to point to the L of LUBECK, points very widely to 
the left of it. The eagle's beaks resemble the beak of a toucan ; they 
are slender and horizontal in the genuine. The letters of EIN are 
much too large and coarse. The other points of this forgery are like 
the genuine. 

Same I ssue. 2 Schilling, brown. 
Gem,ine. 

Lithographed ; paper as in the genuine ! schilling ; ornamental 
line under LUBECK ditto. There are eight clots in the top row of the 

dotted ground. The eagle's heads are generally 
dreadfully blotched and misshapen, but neither of 
them touches the wing. There is a stop after 
POSTMARKE, and another after SCRILLIKG. The 
right-hand forked end of the scroll is very near 
the outline to the right of it, but they do not 
touch. There are only seven large feathers stick­
ing out from the wing on the right side of the 
stamp, and the same number in the other wing. 

The third feather from the top of the wing on the left side of the 
stamp touches the scroll, the outline of which is very thick just there; 
the knees are level with the bottom point of the shield. 

First Forgery. 
Lithographed; paper very stout; unwatermarked. The ornamen­

tal line extends from the middle of the u to the end of the c of 
LUBECK. There are only five clots in the top row of the dotted 
ground. The eagle's heads are fairly shaped, and the one on the 
right side of the stamp touches the wing. The righ t-hand forked 
end of the scroll touches the line to the right of it. There are eight 
large feathers sticking out of the wing on the right side of the stamp, 
and the bottom one touches the knee. There are scnn similar 
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feathers sticking out of the other wing, and the bottom one almost 
touches the knee ; the second, third, and fourth feathers of the wing 
on the left-hand side touch the scroll to the left of them. The knees 
ani considerably higher than the level of the bottom point of the 
shield. 

Second Forgery. 
Lithographed ; paper unwatermarked, and the same thickness as 

that of the watermarked genuine set. The ornamental line under 
LUBECK extends from the beginning of the D to the beginning of the 
K. The eagle's heads are not blotched, and tolerably well shaped ; 
the one on the right has its beak open, and the one on the left has 
the beak shut. There is no stop after POSTMARKE, and hardly the 
slightest indication of one after SCHILLING. The right-hand forked 
end of the scroll is not anywhere near the outline to the right of it. 
There are eight large feathers sticking out from the wing on the right 
side of the stamp, and the same number on the left. None of the 
feathers of the wing on the left side of the stamp are anywhere near 
the scroll to the left. The outline of the scroll near this wing is 
quite thin. The tail of the I' of POSTMARKE is as long and large as 
the tail of the K; but in the genuine the tail of the R is very much 
shorter than that of the K. 

Same Issue. 2t Schilling, brown, error. 

I have seen no forgery of this stamp. 

Same Issue. 2~ Schilling, pink. 
Genuine. 

Lithographed ; paper the same as in the genuine t schilling. 
There is no stop after any of the words. The eagle's beak does not 
touch the wing, and none of the wing-feathers touch the knees. 
The tail of the little 2 of 2! in the left top corner of the stamp is a 
long way from the white line to the right of it. The end of the 
eagle's tail has got a twist to the left, and points to the first stroke 
of the M of POSTMARKE. There are eight dots in the top row of the 
dotted ground. 

Forged. 
Lithographed; paper unwatermarked, the same thickness as the 

unwatermarked paper of the genuine set. There is a stop after 
POSTMARKE, and another after SCHILLING. The beak on the riaht 
side of the stamp touches the wing, the lowest feather on the sa~ne 
side touches the knee, anil the corresponuing feather on the other 
s1de almost touches the other knee. The tail of the little 2 of the 
fraction in the left top corner of the stamp alrnost touches the white 
line to the right of it. The end of the eagle's tail has got a twist to 
the right, and points to the space between MA of POSTMARKE. There 
are only five dots in the top row of the dotted ground. 

u 
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Same Issue. 4 Schilling , green. 
Genuine. 

Li thographed; paper the same as in the genuine i schilling. 
There is a stop after POSTM ARKE, an<l another after SCHILLING. 
There is also a very distinct stop a little before the L of LUBECK. 
The eagle's wing on the right side of the stamp shows nine large 
feathers, the lowest one of which touches the middle of the thigh ; 
and the other wmg shows erght large feath ers. The stroke under 
L UBECK extends from the beginning of the u to the end of the c. 
The eagle's tail points to t he middle of the M of P OSTMARK E, and the 
top of the P almost touches the dark line of the fold of the scroll to 
the left of it. The left-hand end of the scroll almost touches the 
dark line to the left of it, but the right-hlmd end of the scroll is at 
some li tt le distance from the dark li ne to t he right of it. The 
eagle's beaks are both open, with the tongue curling upwards, and 
neither of the beaks touches the wing. 

First Forgery. 

Li thographed, no watermark ; paper the same as that of the 
unwatermarkcd set. There is no stop before t he L of LUB EC K. The 
eagle's wing on the right side of the stamp shows eight large 
feathers, of which the eighth touches the knee ; and the other wing 
has seven large feathers. The stroke under LUBECK extends from 
the middle of the u to the beginning of the K. The eagle's tail · 
points to the last stroke of the M of POSTMARKE, and the top of the 
P is so far from the dark line of the fold of t he scroll to the left of 
i t that there is room to put another letter between them. The left­
hand forked end of the scroll is at some distance from the dark line 
to the left of it, and the right- hand forked end of it touches the 
dark line to the right of it. The eagle's beak touches the wing on 
the right side of the stamp. 

Second Forgery. 
Litho;;raphed, no watermark ; paper about as thin as that of the 

watermarked set. There is a stop after SCH ILLI NG, but none after 
POST~IARKE ; and there is no stop before t he L of LUBECK. The 
eagle's wiHg on the right side of the stamp has eight large feathers, 
none of then1 touching the leg; and th e other 'ving has eight 
feathers. The stroke unJer LUBECK extends from the ~nd of the L 
to the beginning of the K. The eagle's tail points almost to the first 
stroke of the M of POSTMARK£ , and the P is so far from the end of 
the scroll that there is room for another letter between them. Both 
forked ends of the scroll arc at some distance from the dark lines to 
r ight and left of them respectively. The beak on the right side of 
the stamp is shut, and like that of a toucan; it is further from the 
wing than the genuine. The bottom of the little shield, which 
ought to be level with the knees, is very far above them. 
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Postmarks. 

Genuine and forged alike bear a set of parallel bars, wide apart; 
but the genuine are usually found uncancelled, an<l the forgeries 
postmarked. 

Issue of 1864. lt Schilling, brown. 

Gen1t,ine. 
Lithographed on stout, white wove paper. The easiest test is 

that the fraction-line of the i on the left side of the stamp is exactly 
level with the similar line of the fraction on 
the right side of the stamp; and a line passing 
through both of them would just about pass 
along the line on the little shield which eli vi des 
it into dark and light portions. The point of 
the eagle's tail almost touches the outline of 
the oval below it. The beak on the right side 
of the stamp does not touch the wing. The 
foot on the same side is not particularly larger 
than the other, or very clifl'erently shaped. This 
said leg on the righ t side of the stamp points downwards obliquely, 
almost towards the G of SCHILLING. 

Forged. 

Lithographed on extremely thin, white wove paper. The fraction­
line of the i on the left-hand side of the stamp is much lower than 
the corresponding line on the other side; and a line drawn along 
the middle of the little shield, where the clark and light parts join, 
would pass distinctly above the left-hand fraction-line, and below 
the ri&ht-hand one. The lowest point of the eagle's tail is at some 
little distance from the outline of the oval beneath it. The beak on 
the right side of the stamp-or rather, the tongue sticking out of it 
-touches the wing. The foot on this right side is very much larger 
than the other, and of quite a different shape, being something like 
a trident, with a fourth prong sticking out backwards towards the 
handle. The leg on this right side of the stamp projects almost 
horizontally, so as to point a little below the bottom of the small 
right-hand oval. I must say that this forgery is not by any means a 
bacl one. 

Postmarks. 

Genuine. The only postmark which I have seen on the genuine is 
a very large double circle, with name between the circles, and 
numerals in the centre. 

FMged. The set of parallel black bars, as in the forgeries of the 
first issue. 
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LUXEMBOURG. 
Issue of 1852. 10 c., black. 

Genuine. 
Finely engraved in taille·douce, on very thick wove paper, some­

times of a yellowish, but more generally of a greyish, cast ; unper­
forated; watermarked with a large W. The o of 
POSTES is considerably taller than the r and s on 
each side of it. The full-stop after CE:<TIMES is 
more than half encircled by a little ornamental 
curl, proceeding from the leaf-ornament in the lower 
right hand corner. The head of the s of CENTmEs 
does not go near to the leaf-ornament at the right 
of it. The 1 of the right-hand 10 has its oblique 

side-stroke a little larger than that of the left-hand l. The ground 
of the central oval is formed by fine crossed vertical and horizontal 
lines set very closely together, so that the oval, at a little distance, 
appears to be of solid black. The outer line of the stamp is double, 
i.e., formed by two thin lines placed very close together; but, in some 
copies, the two lines run together for part of the way round, accord­
ing to the depth of printing. The whole impression is very tine. 

Forged. 
Coarsely lithographed on much thinner wove paper, of a very 

yellowish cast; unperforated; no watermark. The top of the o of 
POSTES is exactly level with the tops of the P and o on each side of 
it. There is no ornament round the full-stop after CE:<TIMES; and 
the head of the s of this word touches the leaf-ornament to right of it. 
The 1 of the right-hand 10 does not appear to have any oblique 
stroke at all. The ground of the central oval consists of crossed 
vertical and horizontal lines, as in the genuine, but the lines are very 
coarse, wide apart, and show a good deal of white between them. 
The outer frame of the stamp is invariably one thick line, which is 
somewhat broken and irregular to the left .of the word DIX. The 
whole impression is very coarse, and I think the forgery is not likely 
to prove dangerous. 

Postrrw-rks. 
Amongst my own specimens I find three varieties of cancellation : 

a set of six thick parallel bars; two concentric circles, with name 
between the circles, and date, &c., in the centre ; and a set of three 
concentric circles, with something undecipherable in the centre. 
The forgeries are postmarked with the set of parallel bars. 

Same Issue; 1 Silb. grosch., red, rose. 
Genuine. 

rngraved in taille-douce; paper and watermark same as in the 
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genuine 10 c. The o of POSTES is, as before, very much taller than 
the F and s on each side of it, and the head of the s of this word 
almost touches the ornamental ring round the l to the right of it. 
After the last s of SILBERG ROB th ere is a sort of hook or curl, which 
proceeds from the leaf-ornament in the lower right corner, and this 
curl ends in a white knob, which, I suppose, is intended to answer 
for a full-stop after that word. The u of UN has its left-hand limb 
very much thicker than the right-hand one, and it is thick to the 
very bottom of the letter. Between the corner of the moustache 
and the ear, above the long hairs of the beard, there i• a good deal 
of shading in the shape of coloured dots. 

Forged. 

Lithographed, in a sort of red-vermilion, on much thinner, yellow­
ish wove paper ; unperforated ; no watermark. The o of POSTES is 
level, top and bottom, with the P and s each side of it; and the head 
of the s is a very long way fr01n the ornamental ring surrounding 
the right-hand 1. There is no hook or cnrl after the last s of SILBER­
GROs., and no stop. The top part of the left-hand limb of the u of UN 
is thicker than the right-hand limb, but it gets rapidly thinner, so 
that towards the bottom both limbs are of equal thinness. Between 
the ear and the corner of the moustache, above the long hairs of the 
beard, there are hardly any dots to be seen, so that the side of the 
face seems to be quite white. The head in this forgery looks flat, 
and does not seem to stand out from the background. 

Postmarks. 
The genuine stamps bear the same cancellation as the genuine 10 c. 

The for&eries are usually postmarked with an oval ring, containing 
six parallel bars, something like one of the old Spanish obliterations. 

Issue of 1863. 1 Centime, buff. 

Genu,ine. 
Very nicely engraved in epargne, on rather thick , hard, white wove 

paper ; nnperforated ; no watermark. The M of LUXE~IBOURG is the 
same height as the E to the left of it ; and th e 
tail of the G is some distance from the thin inner 
line of the scroll below it. The figure 1 in the 
lower scroll i.> a good deal sloped to the right, so 
that it appears to point almost to the centre of 
the crown above the arms. The ground of th e 
shield behind the lion is very distinct, and con­
sists of five horizontal white stripes, alternating 
with five sets of four horizontal lines ; or, as 
the heralds would probably call it, "barry of ten, argent and 
azure." 

stampsmarter.com 



294 ALBUM WEEDS j OR, 

Forged. 

Very poorly li thographed, on bluish-white wove paper, about the 
same thickness as that of the genuine. All the design has a woolly 
and indistinct look, very different from the genuine. The M of 
LUXEMBOURG is taller than the E, and the tail of the G distinctly 
touches the inner outline of the scroll below it. The figure 1 in the 
lower scroll is nearly upright, so that it appears to point altogether 
to the left of the crown and shield. The ground of the shield 
behind the lion is very indistinct, so that the alternate stripes of 
white and dark can hardly be seen, or the sets of four Jines counted. 
There are many other little differences between the f(euuine and the 
forgery, of which it is almost impossible to give a Yerbal description; 
but I think the above points will be found sufficient. 

Postmarks. 

The genuine stamps bear either an oval of eight parallel bars, or 
two concentric circles, with name between them, and date in the 
centre, or a single circle similarly inscribed. The forgeries bear a 
square, with rounded corners, containing the letters P. D., in large 
capitals. 

Same Issue; 10 Centimes, blue. 

I only possess one counterfeit of this issue, 
and it is a poor specimen, heavily cancelled, 
so that I cannot giYe such an accurate descrip­
tion of it as I should like to do. 

Genuine. 

Engraved inepargne,on wl1i teand yellowish-w l1ite 
wove paper, rather thick and hard; unperforatcd; 

no watermark. The two letters MB of LUXEMBOURG just touch each 
other at the bottom, but all the other letters of the word are well 
apart, and do not touch each other either top or bottom. There is a 
very distinct full-stop after each of the letters G. D. The white 
st ripes on the shield are very little nanower than the dark ones. 
The lowest stroke of the tail of the G of LUXE~!BOURG points straight 
to the left, towards the lion in the shield. The crossed lines of the 
background can be seen through all four arches of the crown. The 
outside edge of the stamp has anum 1er of ornamental points directed 
outwards. In the centre of the top edge there is a single point, and 
there are four separate sets of two points, at regular distances along 
the edge, each side of the single point, making eight double points 
and one single one. The bottom edge is the same as the top one, 
except, of course, that the points are turned in the opposite direction. 
The colour is generally some shade of Prussian blue. 

stampsmarter.com 



HOW TO DETECT FORGED STAMPS. 295 

Forged. 

Lithographed on thin, soft, yellowish-white wove paper. In the 
word L UXEMBOURG the letters touch each other in several places; for 
instance, the letters uxE all touch at the bottom, M and n also touch 
at the bottom, and u and R touch at the top. In the forgery before 
me the cancellation hides the spaces after the initials G. D., so that I can­
not tell whether the full-stops are there or not. The white stripes on the 
shield are only about half the breadth of some of the dark ones. The 
lowest stroke of the tail of the G of L UXE,IBOURG curls outwards, so 
as to point down towards the right-hand 10. The crossed lines of the 
background are only visible through the two central arches of the 
crown, the two outward arches being blotched. The points at the 
top and bottom edges of the frame of the stamp are quite irregular, 
and very indistinct. There seem to be three sets of two at the top, 
and the rest single ones; whilst those at the bottom are not decipher­
able. The colour of my single specimen is a very pale ultramarine, 
and the whole impression is very indistinct. 

Postmarks. 
The genuine stamps bear either two concentric circles, with name 

and date, or a set of eight long parallel bars. The forgeries are 
cancelled with a set of eight short, thin bars, placed very close 
together. 

Same Issue; 12~ c., rose. 
Genuine. 

With the exception of the numerals being changed from 10 to 12~, 
this stamp is exactly the same as the genuine 10 c., so that the tests 
already given will serve for this also. 

Forged. 
Exactly the same as the forged 10 c., except that the numerals are 

changed. 
Postmarks. 

The 1-(enuine stamp has the postmarks before described. My for­
gery has a square, with rounded corners, containing the letters P. D. 
in large capitals. 

Same Issue; 25 c., brown. 
aenuine. 

Exactly like the genuine 10 c., with altered numerals. 

Forged. 
Exactly like the forged 10 c., but rather better printed. 

Postmarks. 
Genuine, as in the 10 c. Forged, eight long, thin parallel bars. 
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Same Issue ; 30 c., red-lilac. 
Genuine. 

Same as the genuine 10 c. 

Forged. 

Same as forged 10 c., except that the letters UR of LUXEMBOURG 
hardly touch at the bottom. 

Postmarks. 
Genuine, as in the 10 c. Forged, a double circle, with name aud 

date. This is a good imitation of one of the genuine postmarks. 

Same Issue; 37~ c. , green. 
Genuine. 

Same as the genuine 10 c. This value is usually printed very nicely. 

Forged. 

Same as the forged 10 c., except that the letters ux of LUXEMBOURG 
touch at the top as well as the bottom. 

Postmarks. 
Genuine, same as on genuine 10 c. Forged, four concentric circles. 

Sam e Issue; 40 c., orange-vermilion. 
Genuine. Same as genuine 10 c. 
Forged. Same as forgeu 10 c. 

Postmarks. 
Genuine, as on the genuine 10 c. Forged, an oval, composed of 

eight thin parallel bars, of varying lengths. 
I have not seen any forgeries beyond the ones just described. 

Though they look very poor, side by side with the genuine, I fancy 
that a single copy, without a genuine to compare with it, would be 
likely to deceive a young collector. 

MADEIRA. 

I do not think that any of these stamps have been imitated, 
as a whole, by the forgers; but very excellent forgeries have 
been sold lately, which are made by taking the genuine used 
Portuguese stamps of the various issues, and surcharging the 
word MADE I RA on them. The letters of the surcharge are ex­
ceedingly like the real thing; but a close inspection will show the 
surcharge to be printed ajte1· (or on the top of) the postmark, 
instead of before (or under) it. 

stampsmarter.com 



HOW TO DETECT FORGED STAMPS, 297 

MAURITIUS. 

Issues of 1856- 9. Red-brown, red, blue. 

Genuine. 

Engraved in taille-douce. The red-brown is on thick, rather hard 
paper, very strongly blued by the gum; tbe red and the blue are on 
rather thinner paper, but still hard, and of a 
yellowish-white. The collar round the shoulders 
of the figure consists of three rows of shells, or 
whatever they may be, very distinct ; and the 
brooch wbich fastens the collar is the head of 
some animal, like a tiger or leopard, which is 
very easily seen. The round knob at the top of 
the helmet, which appears to be also the head of 
some animal, is shaded all over. There is a white 
five-pointed star on tbe helmet, over tbe right eye. The four 
doubled-up fingers on the hand holding tbe spear are very distinct; 
they are almost horizontal, and point towards the left shoulder 
of the figure. The fingers on the left hand are also distinct and 
white, all four being equally visible. There are five toes on tbe foot, 
and the bottom of the spear does not touch tbem. The head of the 
spear is rather a long diamond, and the half of the head nearest to 
the figure is sbaded. The Union Jack can just be distinguisbed on 
the shield, but it is not very clear. In the word MAURITIUS the M 
and the s are at equal distances from their respective ends of the 
label. The top and sides of the stamp are bordered by interlacing 
white outlined crescents, which are nicely drawn, and very distinct; 
and the groundwork behind the figure consists of engine-turning, 
very like that on the Barbados stamps. 

Forged. 

Pretty well lithographed, on rather thick, white wove paper, which 
shows very plainly the meshes of the wire-gauze on which it was 
made. The collar is a dark blotch, so that the three rows of shells 
cannot be seen. There is a white patch in front, to represent the 
broocb, but it is not the least like an animal's head. At tbe top of 
tbe helmet there is a large white dot, without any sbading, and, lower 
down, there is a very small and shapeless white patcb, not at all like 
a star. There seem to be only three fingers on the hand which holds 
the spear, and they point upwards towards the face and helmet. 
The first and fourth fingers of tbe left hand are white, but tbe inner 
ones are dark, and almost invisible. The foot has only four toes. 
They are very badly shaped, and the big toe touches the bottom of 
the spear. The spear-head is a "squat" diamond, with one line of 
shading down the middle of it, the rest being unshaded. Tbere is 
no trace of the Union Jack on the shield. The M of the inscription 
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is closer to the left-hand end of the label than the s is to the right­
hand encl. The white outl ined interlacing crescents at the top and 
sides are very badly clone, and indistinct. The groundwork behind 
the figure is far too uniform, something like the meshes of a piece of 
cloth. Notwithstanding all these discrepancies, this is not a bad­
looking forgery. 

Postmarks. 

Gennine. Three concentric circles, with a numeral in the centre 
(rare), or an oval formed by four parallel lines at top and bottom, 
and t hree curved lines at each side, or a small thick circle contain­
ing PAID in block capitals. 

Forged. 

Three concentric circles, or four concentric circles, or an oval 
formed by four parallel lines at top and bottom, and five curved lines 
at each side. 

Issues of 1862 -3. Sixpen ce, brown-violet, da rk slate. 

Gennine. 

Engraved in taille -douce on moderatelv stout, 
hard wove paper, of a yell owish-white, either un­
l'et-forated, or perforated 15. All the tests for the 
genuine are exactly the same as in the stamps 
jmt described, except that MAURITIUS now appears 
at the top of the stamp, and SIXPENCE below. 

Forged. 

Poorly lithographed, in a sort of reddish violet-brown, on rather 
t.hin, hard, coarsely-wove white paper, either unperfomted, or pin­
pricked 15. The collar of shell s is rather more distinct than in the 
last forgeries, but much too clark, aml there is no brooch at all. T he 
r-otmd knob at the top of the helmet has one shapeless blotch in the 
centre, by way of shadi ng. T here is a very small and indistinct 
blotch to represent the five-poinled star on the helmet. The fingers 
ho lding the spear point, as before, upwards towards the face and 
helmet. The head of the spear bas only two li nes of shading-one in 
the middle, and another to the right of it. There is no trace of the 
Union Jack on the shield. The expression in the face is extremely 
un.pleasant, something like that of a low-type Irishwoman ; whereas 
the face of the genuine has rather a smirk upon it. It wi ll be seen 
that this forgery agrees with the originals in many more respects 
than the counterfeits jnst described, and yet it is not nearly so li kely 
to deceive, as the whole impression is very coarse. 
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Postmarks. 

Genuine. Three concentric circles, with numeral in the centre, or 
one circle containing PAID in block capitals. 

Forged. Four concentric circles, without numeral ; or an oval, 
formed by four straight parallel lines at top and bottom, and five 
curved lines at each side. 

Issue of 1862. Envelope, ninepence, purple-brown. 

Gentdne. 

Engraved in i!pargne, on thin, whitish-blue wove paper. In the 
usual place for the maker's name is embossed DE LA RUE AND co. , 

LONDON. There is a litt le curved white line 
inside each end of the label which con tains 
MAUHITIUS; and the line at the right-hand 
end reaches three-fourths of the way across 
the width of the label. At each end of the 
label which contains POSTAGE there are two 
curved white lines-a long one and a very 
short one. The tiny clot above the small 
fi gure 9, in the lower point of the stamp, 
comes exactly under the centre of the T of 
POSTAGE. The Queen's nose is perfectly 

straight, and the lips are p10perly shaped. The li ttle pearl, sticking 
out from the very front of the coronet, points exactly at the centre 
of the first u of MAURITIUS; and the second projecting pearl is just 
at the angle formed by the hair and the coronet. 

Forgecl. 

Embossed woodcut, on blue wove paper, just like tha t of our 
common commercial envelopes, printed about an inch apart on strips 
or sheets, iu~tead of singly on envelopes. The colour is a warm 
chocolate-brown, very difl"erent from that of the genuine, though 
nicer. There is a very Email white line at each end of the label 
wh ich bears MAURITIUS, but these lines are very short, and they do 
not reach more than one-fourth of the way across the width of the 
label. There is a thin white line at the right-l1ancl en<l of the label 
which contains POSTAGE; but there is no line at all at the left-hand 
end of it. The dot above the small figure 9 in the lower point of 
the stamp is too much to the right, and does nol come under the 
centre of the T of POSTAGE. The Queen's Dose is slightly :trehed, 
and t he lips appear to be swollen. There is a colomed blotch just 
where the chin joins th e neck, \Vhich is not fo>rnd in the genuine. 
The little pearl in front of the coronet points between the letters oR 
of MAURrrrus; and the second pearl is too far to the frout, so that it 
does not come in the angle formed where the cllronet tmtohe:> the 
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hair. The c of PENCE is very barlly shaped, and larger than the 
other letters of the word. 

Postmarks. 

I have not seen a postmarked copy of the genuine ; and the 
forgeri es are uncancelled. 

N.B.- 1 ought to say that this is a very dangerous forgery, one of 
the best that I have seen for some time. 

MECKLENBURG-SCHWERIN. 

Issue of 1856. 3 Schillinge, y ellow , orange. 

Genuine. 

Engraved in epargne on thin wove paper, hard and white. T he 
M and B of MECKLE NB. are equidi stant from their respective ends of 

the label, and there is plenty of room for the stop 
after the B. The s of SCHWERIN is a little nearer 
tu it s end of the label than the N is to the other 
e11d , but not at all close to it. The bull wears a 
coronet, ornamented with small trefoi ls, and one 
uf the trefoils stands up above the forehead, 
between the horns. All the letters and numerals 
of the various inscriptions are very clearly cut, 

and, as is customary in epargne engraving, they are all slightly sunk 
into the paper, especially in unused copies. The fom numerals are 
large, and they extend almost to the top and bottom of the little 
squares containing them. The outer line of the right-hand top 
corner of the shield is blunt, but the corresponding inner line is cut 
square. The colour is almost always more inclined to orange than 
a real yellow. The arches of the crown, counting from the left, 
have respectively tl, 10, 5, 10, and 8 pearls, which are tolerably easy 
to count. 

Forged. 

Lithographed on thi ck, hard, white wove paper. The M of MECK­
LENB. is at a considerable distan ce fr01n the one end of the containing 
lahel, and the B is very close to the other end, so that there is scarcely 
enough room for the stop, which almost touches the end of the label. 
The s of SC HWERIN almost touches one end of its containing label, 
but the N is a very long way from the other end, almost far enough 
to allow another Jetter to be placed after it. The ornament between 
the hull's horns appears to be a la)'ge fleu,·-de -lis, almost filling up 
the space between the horns, but it is very indistinct. All the letters 
and numeral s are mure or less ragged, uneven in height and size, and 
not sunk at all into the paper. The numerals are all too small and 

stampsmarter.com 



HOW TO DETECT FORGED STAMPS. 301 

too short, the one in the left-hand upper corner is at a considerable 
distance from the bottom of its containing-square. The outer line of 
the right-hand upper corner of the shield is sharp and square; whilst 
the inner line is somewhat rounded at that point. The colour is a 
pale lemon. The arches of the crown, counting from the left, have 
respectively 8, 6, 3, 8, and 5 pearls, all very indistinct. 

Postmarks. 
Genuine. Two large concentric circles, with name between the 

circles, and date in centre. Also name in large capitals in a straight 
line, without any frame, and with date, &c., in smaller letters in 
another straight line below it. 

Forged. Four thin parallel black bars. 

Issue of 1864- 66 . 5 Sch., bistre. 
Genuine. 

Engraved in i!pargne, exactly like the genuine 3 sch. , except for 
the change in the numerals. The corner mnnerals are all alike, and 
the bottom curl of each is larger than the head. They all extend 
almost from top to bottom of their containing-squares. All the rest 
of the stamp is exactly like the genuine 3 sch. 

Forged. 
Poorly lithographed on very thick, hard, white wove paper. The 

top half of each 5 seems to be larger than the bottom half, and they 
are all a good deal too small for their containing-squares. All the 
rest of the stamp is exactly like the forged 3 schilling, except that 
this counterfeit is rather the worse of the two. 

The genuine, I believe, is found both unperforated and rouletted. 
The forgery is unperforated. 

Postrnarks. 
Genuine. The same as on the genuine 3 scb. 
Forged. The same as on the forged 3 sch. 

MEXICO. 
Issue of 1857. ~ Real, 1, 2, 4, 8 Reales. 

(With and witlwut black surcharge.)* 

Genuine. 
Engraved in taille-douce, on medium, white wove paper. The 

upper inscription is CORREOS MEJICO ; the lower inscription has 

• It will be unJ.erstood that none of the forged Mexicans bear the 
black surcharge which is usually found on the genuine. 
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REAL in the medio (~), and in the un (1), and REALES in all 
the others. The ground work, behind the bust of Padre Hidalgo, 

cou::;iRts of horizontal lines, set very close together, 
so as to appear almost solid ; and there are two 
:;mall, dark studs or buttons in his shirt-front. 
The shading between the central oval and the 
"croll-work outside it is formed by oblique line;, 
nmning clown from right to left. The upper 
J,, bel, containing CORREOS MEJICO, has forked ends 
1, th right and left; and the outline of it is 
double. 

First Forgery. 

Of this I have only the dos reales. Design very poor; litho­
graphed on coarse, white wove paper, thinner than the genuine. 
The inscription in the upper label is conREOS MEJICO, like the 
genuine. The groundwork behind the bust is nearly all solid, but 
here and there it shows horizontal lines crossed by oblique ones run­
ning clown from right to left. There are no studs in the shirt-front. 
The shading between the central oval and the outer scroll-work runs 
obli<1uely clown from right to left, as in the genuine; but it is very 
coarse and irregular, and some of the lines are drawn over (i.e. across) 
the scroll-work. The upper label has no forked ends and no outline 
to it at all. There is a coloureclline round the whole stamp, which 
does not exist in the genuine. 

Second Forgery. · 

Of this I have only the ~ real, which has the inscription MEDIO 
REAL, as in the genuine. Lithographed on thick, hard, very white 
wove paper. The inscription in the upper label is CORREOS MEJIOS, 
which is an easy test for this counterfeit. The groun<lwork behind 
the bust in the oval, is formed by crossed horizontal and vertical 
lines. There is one very small stud or button in the shirt-front. 

Thinl Forgery. 

Of this I have a full set. Lithographed on thick, hard, very 
white wove paper. The upper inscription, in all the values, is 
CORREOS MEDICO; the lower inscription in the ~ real is MEDIO 
REALES, in the 1 real is UN REALES, and that in the 2 reales reads 
DOS. R EAJoES, with a stop after DOS, and the R of REALES a long way 
from the other letters of the word. The ground work, behind the 
bust in the oval, is solid (i.e. it is of uniform colour, without lines) ; 
and there are no studs in the shirt-front. The shading between the 
central oval and the outer scroll-work consists of oblique lines 
running clown from left to right. The lettering of the upper 
inscription is much too small. 
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Fourth Forgery. 

Of this I have only the 2 reales. Very nicely lithographed on 
thick, rather hard, yellowish-white wove paper. The inscriptions 
are as in the genuine. The groundwork behind the bust, which is 
the principal test for this counterfeit, is formed of horizontal lines, 
crossed by very line oblique lines, running down from right to left. 
The shirt-front has two distinct dark lines down it, by way of a 
pleat, which the genuine only just shows, and in this pleat there are 
the two studs, and, below them, a long dark mark like a button-hole. 
There is a curved white line to mark the seam on the shoulder, where 
the sleeve is sewn into the coat, above the L of REALES; this line in 
the genuiue is shown merely by rather lighter shading than the rest 
of the coat. Ia all my genuine copies of the 2 reales the labels 
containing CORREOS )!EJ!CO and DOS REALES appear to be solid; but 
in this counterfeit the background to the letters in the upper in­
scription is formed by very distinct horizontal lines of shading; and 
the background to the letters in the lower inscription is formed by 
crossed oblique lines. The said lower inscription is in letters hardly 
any larger than those of the upper one, though they are twice as 
large in the gen uine. This is not at all a bad forgery, and is very 
likely to deceive. The chief points of difference are in the scroll­
work, but it is impossible to describe them without diagrams. The 
face in the genuine is shaded all over; in the forgery a great part of 
it is quite white. 

Postmarks. 
Gemtine. A very large double circle, with name and FRANCO 

between the circles, and elate in the centre ; also a large double oval, 
similarly inscribed. 

Forged. A small, shapeless blotch ; also the oval above described. 

First Issue of 1861. ~ Real, 1, 2, 4, 8 Reales, black on 
colour_ 

( With and without black surcharge.) 

Genuine. 
Same type as the last issue, but in black on coloured paper, 

instead of colour on white. Engraved in taille-douce on coloured 
wove paper, rather thinner than the last. All tests as before, except 
that there are decided lines of shading in the backgrounds of the 
inscriptions, which I have not been able to make out in the earlier 
ones. 

Forged. 
Poorly lithographed, on thin, coloured wove paper, very much 

thinner than in the last-described counterfeits. This forgery, except 
for being in black on coloured paper, is exactly the same as the third 
forgery of the first issue, inscribed CORREOS MEDICO ; and all the 
tests for that counterfeit hold good for this also. 
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Second Issue of 1861. 4, 8 Reales, colour on colour. 

(With and without black s><rcharge.) 

Gen><ine. 

Same as first issue, but in colour on coloured paper. 

Forged. 

Same as thi,-d forgery of first issue, but in colour on coloured 
paper. 

Postma,-ks. 
Genuine. Same as first issue. 
Fo,-ged. U ncancelled, or with shapeless blotch. 

Issue of 1864. 3 Centavos, ! Real, 1, 2, 4, 8 Beales. 

(With or witho>tt black S><rcha,-ge.) 

Genuine. 
Engraved in epa,-gne on medium, white wove paper, the face of 

which is invariably more or less smeared and tinted with the colour 
of the stamp, owing, I suppose, to badly-wiped 
plates. The c of MEXICO has a bead at each end, 
making it look like a G ; this is also the case with 
the c of CORREOS, but not to so great an extent. 
The x of MEXICO has the limb, which points almost 
directly downwards, much thicker than the limb 
which crosses it; this is very easily seen. The 
lower circlet of the crown on the eagle's head has 
three distinct j ewels upon it. The easiest test is 
perhaps the serpent, which has a distinct head and 

eye. The outer frame of the stamp is composed of white zigzag 
lines upon clark lines, but the white lines are not at all conspicuous. 
The stamps are very nicely engraved, but very badly printed, and 
usually much blotched. 

Forged. 

Very coarsely designed and lithographed, on rather stout, white 
wove paper, the surface not at all smeared with the tint of the 
stamp. The c of MEXICO is an ordinary capital c, but is top-heavy ; 
the c of CORREOS is also an ordinary capital c. The x of ~IEXICO 
has both its limbs the same thickness. The lower circlet of the 
crown on the eagle's bead bears no jewels. The serpent is the same 
size and thickness at both ends, having no indication of eye or head. 
The white zigzag li nes of the frame are very much too prominent, 
except down the left side. 
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Postmarks. 

Genuine. The double circle already described, also the double oval 
already described, also a black disk, containing name and CORREOS 
in white letters, and surrounded by two bhtek circles. 

Forged. A circle or diamond of diamond -shaped dots ; also four 
concentric rings. 

I don't think this forgery is likely to be dangerous, but it is exceed­
ingly common. 

Issues of 1866. 7, 13, 25, 50 Centavos. 

(With and without black stL?·cha>·ge.) 

Genuine. 

Engraved in taille-douce (first issue), also lithographed (second issue) 
on moderately stout, white wove paper. The hair appears to com­

mence rather high up, about under the M of MEXI­
CANO; it is brushed very neatly back, and comes 
forward into a stiff and very di.stinct curl behind 
the ear. The nose is nicely shaped, with no ab­
normal distance between its point and the upward 
curl of the nostril. The profile of the moustache 
projects considerably beyond the profile of the beard, 
and the end of it stands out from the surface of the 

beard. There is no white curl from the corner of the eye to the ear. 
The beard ends in two points or forks, and there is a wide and distinct 
space between it and the neck, almost large enough to tontain the o 
of IMPERIO. The shading at the base of the neck tapers off to nothing 
at the left side, so that the front of the neck ends in a sharp point. 
All the letters in the oval band are broad, with square-cut ends, 
standing ant well from a background of fine lines. All the stops 
are very large and rectangular, any one of them would almost fill 
np the centre of the o of IMPERIO, if placed within it. The c of MEXI­
CANO is a distinct c. The background of the central oval behind the 
bust is formed of very fine horizontal lines. The face is pleasing, and 
reminds one very much of the portrait on the current stamps of 
Belgium. 

Forged. First Set. 

These are mo•t wretched and miserable-looking things, lithographed 
on thin, white wove paper. At first sight the Emperor appears to be 
perfectly bald, except just towards the back of the neck. The hair, 
however, commences son1ewhere between the E and x of :MEXICANO, 
and also at the side of the temple. The stiff and formal forward curl 
behind the ear is not visible. The nose is poor, there being far too 
great a distance between the point and the upward curl of the nostril. 
The profile of the moustache is like the genuine, but hardly droops 
enough. The beard has a slight indication of a fork, but scarcely to 
be noticed ; there is only a small and narrow space between it and 

X 
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the neck. All the lettering is indistinct and rather ragged, each 
letter having rounded ends, when the said ends can be made out at 
all. They are all too thin, and are on a solid ground. The stops are 
small, irregular in shape and size, but more or less round, instead of 
being rectangular. The background of the central oval is solid. The 
expression of the face is highly idiotic, and not in the least like the 
present king of the Belgians. In the 7 c. the right-hand figure has 
its head turned the wrong way. 

Forged. Second Set. 

This is, perhaps, worse than the last. Very poorly li thographed 
on thin, soft, very yellowish wove paper. The lettering is very thin 
and scratchy, on a solid background, without any stops. The hair is 
formed by short scratches ; it is brushed right back like a German's, 
without any curl behind the ear. The nose is strongly hooked, 
instead of bei ng straight. The end of the moustache is short and 
stumpy, instead of drooping. The end of the beard is single, and 
there is hardly any distance between it and the neck. The central 
oval is solid. 

Forged. Third Set. 

This is the best of all, and I call it a very dangerous counterfeit. 
I have only the 50 c. Very well lithographed, on very thick, white 
wove paper. The hair and nose are like the genuine. The profile 
of the moustache is level with that of the beard ; i.e. it does not 
project beyond it, and the end of it is lost in the beard. There is a 
very distinct white curl from the corner of the eyebrow to the front 
of the ear. The end of the beard is single, and there is hardly any 
space visible between it and the neck. The shading at the base of 
the neck is broad quite to the front ; i.e. it (the shading) does not 
end in a sharp point. All the stops are very small, two of them are 
round, and two square. The c of MEXICANO is an o, so that the 
word reads MEXIOANO. 

Postmarks. 
Genuine. The large double circle, before described. 
Forged. FiTSt Set. An oval of parallel lines, also an oval of thick 

dotted lines, also an oval, formed by four straight lines top and 
bottom, and four curved lines each side. Second set, an oblong of 
eight parallel bars. Third set , uncancelled. 

Issues of 186 8- 69. 6, 12, 25, 50, 100 Centavos. 
( With OT withottt black surcharge. ) 

Genuine. 

Typographecl (?) in black (except the 25 c, which is in blue), on 
moderately thin coloured wove paper, or nnperforated (1869), perces 
en arc (1868). The top of the x of MEXICO is distinctly larger than 
the bottom half; the I is much thicker than any of the other letters ; 
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and the o is very much th inner than the r. The c of CENT is 
slightly, but plainly, taller t.han the E. There are three transverse 
lines of shading showing between the top of the 
head and the outline of the circle, but the 
uppermost of the three lines is always blotched 
into the outline of the said circle, so as to form 
merely a sort of t hickening of it ,,t that point. 
The face is that of a benevolent old man, with 
large dark eyes, a very high left cheek bone 
(i .e. on the right of the stamp), and no symptom 
of a squint. 

Forged. 
Lithographed in black (except the 25 c.), on very thin, coloured 

wove paper; unperforated. The top of the x of MEXICO is the same 
size as the bottom ; the r and the o are the same thickness as the 
other letters of that word. The c of CENT is rather smaller than the 
E, instead of being taller. T here are only two horizontal lines of 
shading between the top of the head ancl the outline of the circle, 
without any sign of a third line. The expression of the face is sour 
and disagreeable; the left cheek bone is not particularly projecting; 
and the eyes have a decided squint. I think this forgery is decidedly 
deceptive; for most of the details of the design are very accumttly 
copied. 

Postmm·lcs. 
Gem,ine. A large double circle, each circle composed of a thin and 

a thick line close together, with name between the circles, and date 
in the centre. Also a similar double circle, but with each composed 
of a single l ine only. Also a large transverse rectangular frame, 
with name and elate in two lines. 

Forged. The double circle with single lines, above described. Also 
a number of diamond-shaped dots. 

I ssues of 1872- 74. 6 , 12, 25, 50, 100 Centa vos. 
(With 01· 11}ithont black snrch.a,.ge. The lattel' is rC<1'C.) 

Genuine. 
Poorly lithographed (1) on medium, white woYe paper, ornamented 

at the back with a blue moire pattern, the sheet watermarked PAPEL 
SELLADO; unperforatecl (beginning of 1872), perces 
en pointes (April, 1872), perces en w·c, ancl perfor­
ated 13 (both 1874). The outer li ne of the stamp 
is very th in in the spaces between the four labels 
and the four corner-squares; but when it reaches 
any one of the said labels or corner-squflres, it is 
blotched into one thick line with the outline of 
the square or label. This is, perhaps, the easiest 
test. Each o of the different inscriptions is nicely 
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shaped and oval. The top of the left-hand value-label is rounded. 
Above this label there are 3t large curls in the 6 (seis) centavos, 3! 
in the 12 (dace) centavos, 3t in the 25 (veinticinco) centavos, 3! in 
the 50 (cincuenta) centavos, and 3 in the 100 (cien) centavos. The 
moire pattern at the back is formed by tine blue lines ; there are, on 
an average, 50 parallel lines in the pattern. In the 6 c. the value 
SEis reads downwards. 

Forged. 
Lithographed on stout wove paper, with a coarse moi?·e pattern at the 

back; unperforated; no black surcharge; the sheet unwatermarked. 
The outer line or frame of the stamp is of one uniform thickness all 
the way round, showing no thin line between the various labels and 
oorner-squares. Each o of the different inscriptions is more or less 
squar~, or rather rectangular; this is especially noticeable in the 
word CORREOS. The top of the left-hand label is cut off almost 
square, instead of being rounded. Above the said label there are 
two large cmls and two small ones in all t he values, the lowest 
being the largest, and the uppermost being the smallest of the four. 
The rnoinf pattern at the back is too coarse, having on an avera~e 
only 40 parallel wavy liues in it. In the 6 c. the value SEIS reads 
upwards. 

P ostma,·ks. 

Genuine. A large double circle, with name between the circles, and 
elate in t he centre. Also a small double circle, similarly inscribed. 
Also a small double oval, similarly inscribed. 

Forged. The large double circle of the genuine. Also a diamond 
of small round clots. Also a set of thin parallel bars. Also an oval 
formed by four straight parallel lines at top and bottom, and five 
curved lines each side. 

MODENA. 

Issue of 1852. 5, 9, 10, 15 , 25, 40 c.; 1 Lira. 

@!~~~~ Genuine. 
Engraved in epargne, on rough, 

unsurfacecl, coloured wove paper, 
moderately stout. The l lira is 
watermarked with a large letter ; 
the others are un watermarked. The 

l~:__;,~s:.;:'-F-ul value 9 cent., without the letters ~~~5~ 
1!!1.~"-'---"'5"c.J!!l"" B. G. , was never issued to the public. It 

All the values have a stop after CENT., or CEN. The easiest test for the 
genuine is the line at the bottom of the stamp, which does not go 
right across ; i.e. it does not touch the frame on either side of the 
stamp. The line u nder POSTE ESTENSI also does not touch the 
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frame on the right-hand side. The crown is tolerably well drawn, 
and shows three white pearls on each arch ; the eagle has three 
spreading claws on each foot. The outer frame of the stamp IS 

single, but there is a line separating each stamp fron1 its 11:eighbours 
which can be seen on the whole sheet, or on a stamp havmg a very 
broad margin. The outline of the frame is neither very thick nor 
very thin. 

First Forgery. 
Lithographed on thin, hard, smooth, coloured wove paper. The 

l lira is unwatermarked. There is no stop after CENT., but there is 
a small stop <tfter CEN. in the" n.G. 9 CEN." value. The line at the 
bottom of the stamp, uelow the value, goes right across, and joins 
both sides of the fmme. The line under POSTE ESTENSI also goes 
right across, joining both sides of the stamp. The crown has a very 
skeleton-like appeamnce, with four or five indistinct dark pearls on 
each of the outer branches. The outer line of the frame all round 
the stamp is very thin, much thinner than in the genuine. 

Second Forgery. 
Lithographed on thin, coloured wove paper. I do not know 

whether there is a full set of this type of counterfeit; I have only 
the lO and 25 cent. There is a stop after CEN1'., but it is smaller than 
in the genuine. The bottom line of the frame, and the line under 
PaSTE ESTENsr, go right across the stmnp, joining both sides of the 
frame. The crown is skeleton-like, and is formed by lines only, 
without any pearls on the arches at all. The eagle has four droop­
ing claws on the foot at the right-hand side of the stamp, and three 
dwoping claws on the other foot. All the lines of both inner ancl 
outer frame are very thick, much thicker than in the genuine. The 
ornaments in the side frames are not nearly so curly as in the 
genuine, being almost straight. 

Third Forgery. 
Lithographed on stout, coloured wove paper, but too smooth. The 

impression is always very dark and heavy in this forgery, but it 
looks very well, ancl is, in many respects, the best which I have seen. 
There is no stop after CENT. I have not seen the l lira of this type, 
but it would be unwatermarked. The line below the value, at the 
bottom of the stamp, goes right across, joining both sides of the 
inner frame, as also does the line below POSTE ESTENSI. The crown 
is too thick, and some of the arches show only two pearls, though 
the third pearl may be only blotched by the heavy printing. The 
eagle's claws point too much downwards; i.e., they do not spread out 
enough. The outer frame of the stamp is double, there being a thick 
outline round the whole stamp, a little distance from the outer frame, 
evidently intended to be a part of the stamp itself, instead of being 
merely a division between the stamps. This outline, together with 
all the other lines of the stamp, is much too thick. 
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Postmarks. 
Genuine. A number of long diamonds struck in blue, or a set of 

parallel bars in black. 
Forged. The set of parallel black bars just mentioned. 

P rovisional Issue of 1859. 5, 15, 20, 40, 80 Cent. 
Gen1r,ine. 

Engraved in epargne, on very thin, yellowish-white \\"OVe paper. 
There is a stop after CENT., and another after the numeral of value, 
'each stop being large, at a good distance front the word or numeral, 
and sunk into the paper. The shi eld leans over a little to the right, 
and the cross leans still more to the right, so that the right arm of 
the cross points between ON of MODON ESI. There are five vertical 
lines of shading in each of the top quarters of the shield, between 
the outline of the shield and the outline of the cross; and there are 
six similar lines in the right-hand bottom <JUarter, and five lines and 
part of a sixth in the left-hand uottom quarter. The arches of the 
crown rest upon strawberry leaves. There are three entire ones, and 
parts of two others. These are quite distinct, and not at all like 
trefoils. The line below the value at the uottom of the stamp does 
not go anywhere near the sides, being drawn nmch too short and a 
great deal thinner than the other lines of the stamp. The little 
ornamental floral spandrels in the upper corners, inside the frame, 
are a very long way fr01n the corners. The crosses in the corners of 
the stamp are very small, not anything like filling up the squares 
prepared for them. 

Fint Forgery. 
Lithographed on thinni sh, very white wove paper, very much 

blotched in printing, so that all the finer details of the design are 
filled up with colour. The stop after CENT. is very small, and close 
to the T, and there is often no stop at all after the numeral of value. 
They are, of comse, not snnk into the paper. The shield and cross 
are both quite upright, so that the right arm of the cross points 
directly towards the second o of MODONESI. The dark part of the 
shield is one uniform mass of colour, showing no lines in the heavily­
printed specimens; but in some copies I have been able ro make out 
six lines of shading in the upper left-hand quarter, five in the lower 
left-hand quarter, and five in the lower right-haud quarter of the 
shield. The arches of the crown appear to rest upon trefoils, but 
they are so blotched that it is diflicult to say what they are. The 
line he low the value, at the bottom of the stamp, is very thick, and 
goes rig lit across, from one side to the other of the stamp. The little 
ornamental spandrels in tl:e upper corners, inside the frame, touch 
the outline of the fmme. The crosses in the corners of the stamp 
are so large that they quite fill up the squares prepared for them, and 
touch the outlines of the squares. The I of MODENESI is an ordinary 
r, instead of being a badly-formed T, as in the genuine. 
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Second Forgery. 
Nicely lithographed on thick, white wove paper. There is a stop 

after CENT. , and another after the numeral of value, as in the 
genuine, but too close to the word and figure. The sh ield and cross 
are quite upright. There are six vertical lines of shading in the 
left. hand upper quarter of the shield, between the outline of the 
shield and that of the cross. There are six similar lines in the 
lower left-hand quarter, four and part of a fifth in the upper right­
hand quarter, and four in the lower right-hand quarter. The arches 
of the crown rest upon trefoil s, which cannot be mistaken for straw­
berry leaves. The line lJelow the value, at the bottom of the stamp, 
joins the frame at the right-hand side, but does not join it on the 
left-hand side. It is thinner than the other lines, like the genuine. 
The litt le ornamental spandrels in the upper corners, inside the frame, 
are too close to the corners, but do not absolutely touch them. The 
crosses in the corners of the stamp are too large, ctlmost filling up the 
squares prepared for them. The r of MODONEsr is badly formed, but 
it is not like the immature T of the genuine. This forgery is very 
likely to deceive, being, in some respects, better than the original. 
The 20 cent. in this set is found in bright bltw, and also in pink, the 
colours of the genuine 20 cent. being lilac and bluish-violet. 

Postmm·k$. 
Genuine. None of my genuine copies are postmarked. 
Forged. Either uncaucelled, or with the letters P.D. in enormous 

capitals. 

MONTENEGRO. 

I ssu e of 1873-4. 2, 3, 5, 7, 10, 15, 25 Sol di. 

Genuine. 

Printed on thick, white wove paper; perforated 10~. A very easy 
instant test, but one rather difficult to describe, is the first letter at 
the top of the right-hand label. It is the Russ TS, which is like two 
n's, joined both at the top and bottom, with a little wedge-shaped 
white tail to the right of the bottom cross-stroke. In these stamps 
the said tai l looks more like a fl:tw in the plate t han anything else. 
The stops after the first word in the right-haud label, and the word 
in the bottom label, are large and distinct. The ear is large and 
very prominent. There is a strongly-marked vertical cleft or dimple 
in the chin. 

Forged. 
Lithographed on thin, white wove paper; perforated 12!. The 

first letter at the top of the right-hand label is like two n 's, joined 

stampsmarter.com 



312 ALBUM WEEDS j OR, 

at the bottom, but not at the top, and without any white tail. The 
stops are veTy small. The ear is almost hidden by the hair and 
whisker. The cleft or dimple in the chin is not at all strongly 
marked, and it is obl ique, instead of being vertical. The perforation 
of these forgeries is very different from the bold and clear-cut holes 
of the genuine, being very ragged and uneven. 

Postmarks. 
Genuine. I have not seen any cancelled copies. 
Forged. Four concentric circles. 

MONTEVIDEO. 

I ssue of 1856, "Diligencia." 60 c., blue. 

Genuine. 
Poorly lithographed, on rather thin, white wove paper. There are 

ten and a half outward turns of the key-]'attern clown the left 
side of the stamp (the half turn ueing at the bottom), and nine and 
a half outward turns of the similar pattern down the right side of 
the stamp (the half turn being at the top). The chin of the face 
representing the sun is very pointed, the eyes large, and looking 
straight forward. There is a line connecting the nose and the left 
eyebrow. The line forming the mouth is bent into a rather irregular 
curve. 

First Forgery. 

Li thographed, in very greenish blue, on stout, white wove paper. 
This forgery can be easily detected, as there are only nine outward 
turns of the key-pattern ali ke down both sides of the stamp. The 
chin is not much pointed. The eyes are large, as in the genuine, 
but there is no line connecting the nose and the eyebrow. 

Second Forgery. 

This is very much more like the genuine. Lithographed on thin, 
white wove paper. There are ten outward turns of the key-pattern 
down the left side of th e stamp, and nine and a half down the right 
side, the half turn being at the top, as in the genuine. The chin is 
rounded ; the eyes appear small, nearly closed, and looking towards 
the left side of the stamp. There is no line to connect the nose and 
eyebrow. The curve of the mouth is quite regular, being a sort of 
semi-lunar shape, with the concave part uppermost. This forgery is 
very deceptive, as may be seen by the few points of difference 
between it and the genuine; indeed one well-known dealer actually 
sent one of them out for sale, at a heavy price, thinking it to be 
genuine. 
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Postmarks. 
I have not seen the originals postmarked. The first forgery is un­

cancelled, and the second forgery bears sometimes a cross, and some­
times a large '' 8,'' both in pen-and-ink. 

Sa me Issue. 1 Rea l, v ermilion. 

Genuine. 
Lithographed on thin, white wove paper. There are ten and a half 

outward turns of the left-hand key-pattern, with the half turn at the 
bottom, and nine and a half outward turns of the right-hand key­
pattern, with the half turn at the top. The face is the same a~ in 
the 60 c., the base of the nose being well defined. The right-hand 
limb of the A of DILIGENCIA is much th icker than the left-hand 
li mb. There is just space for another R between the figure and 
word of the value-1 REAL. 

Forged. 
Lithographed on very stout, white wove paper. There are nine 

outward tmns of the key-pattern down the left side of the stamp, 
and nine also down the right side. The chi n is broadly rounded; 
the base of the nose, where the nostri ls ought to be, is entirely 
absent, and there is a line from each eyebrow to the nose. The 
month is small, and of a regular curve. Both limbs of the A of DILI­
GENCIA are of equal thickness. Between l and REAL there is space 
for two letters at the least. 

Postmarks. 

I have seen no postmarked forgeries of either genuine or forged. 

Issues of 1859, t hick a nd thin fi g ures. 60, 8 0 , 100, 120, 
180, 240 Centesimos. 

Genuine. 

Lithographed on white wove paper, moderately stout (thick 
fi~ures), or thin and soft (thin figures). The word CEJ>:TEsruos 
always has an accent on the second E, and the head and tail of the 
c are both alike. One of the easiest tests is in the left-hand CORREO, 
wllich is always smaller than the corresponding word on the right­
hand side. If the width of the left-hand CORREO be accurately 

stampsmarter.com 



314 ALBUM WEEDS j OR1 

measured with a piece of paper, or a pair of compasses, it will be 
found to be, as nearly as possible, the same widtl1 as the CORRE of the 
right-hand CORREO; i.e. the right-hand won!, without its final 
letter, is as wide as the whole of the left-hand word. The left-hand 
CORREO also is very rarely perfect, being more often COBREO or 
COKHEO. A line drawn down the right-hand vertical boundary of 
the central square would pass considerably to the right of the last s 
of CENTESHIOS ; that is to say, the last s of that word is not put 
flush with the right-hand corner of the square, but too much to the 
left. The rays of the sun are composed of alternately straight and 
wavy l ines. 

Forged. First Set. 
Nicely lithographed on stout, hard, white wove paper. There is 

no accent to the second E of CENTESIMOS, and the head and the tail 
of the c are not both alike ; i.e. it is like an English capital c instead 
of a French one. The left-hand CORREO is always properly spelt, 
and it is almost the same width as the right-hand one, and in the 
same large letters. The last s of CENTESIMOS is flush with the right­
hand vertical outline of the central square. 

Forged. Second Set. 

Lithographed, not so nicely as before, on very thin, greyish-white 
wove paper. There is no accent on the second E of CENTESIMOS, and 
the tail of the c is not like the head. The left-hand CORREO is 
exactly the same width as the right-hand one, and is always spelt 
correctly. Both these words are in letters smallo· instead of larger 
than those of MONTEVIDEO. The outside of the last S of CENTESIMOS 
is, as in the other forgeries, level with the vertical right-hand outline 
of the central square. A peculiarity of this forgery is that the sun's 
face is not placed in the centre of the central circle, and the rays are 
all alike, something between straight and wavy. 

Forged. Thi1·d Set. 

Nicely lithographed on very thin, hard, wove paper. The word 
CENTESIMOS bears the accent, as in the genuine. The left-hand 
CORREO is always correctly spelt, and both right and left are exactly 
the same width, measured, as before, from the outside of the c to the 
outside of the o. The letters of these two words are no larger than 
those of MONTEVIDEO, though placed, of course, farther apart. The 
outsiclc of the lasts of CENTESIMOS is flush with the vertical right­
hand outline of the central square. The rays of the sun are all 
stra(qht lines. 

I think the first of these three forgeries will be found the most 
dangerous. 

Postrnarlcs. 
Gen,ine. Rarely a pen-stroke; most usually a large, transverse 

oval, with lettering in three lines, the outer ones following the out-
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lines of the oval. I have seen one stamp cancelled with a circular 
postmark, but I fancy this is very uncommon. 

Forged. Those of the first set bear a very good imitation of the 
transverse oval ; those of the second set have a large outlined 
diamond, containing parallel bars, and those of the third set are not 
cancelled. 

I s sue of 1860 , block lett erin g . 120 , 180, 240 Cen tesimos. 

Gen11 .. ine. 
Very blotchily lithographed on thin, very white wove paper. An 

easy test is the M of MONTEVIDEO, the outside of its first stroke being 
almost exactly flush with the thin vertical line 
to the right of the left-hand CORREO. All the 
numerous stops are shaded with horizontal lines, 
though occasionally one or more may appear to 
be of solid colour, owing to the blotchy way in 
which the stamps are printed. However, sorne of 
the stops (there are sixteen of them) always show 
the shaded lines. The face is of a nice oval shape, 
with a rounded chin, and there is very little white 

on the sides of the hair level with the cheeks. 

Forged. First Set. 
This, I should say, is one of the very commonest of existing 

counterfeits; and I never receive a batch of stamps for opinion 
without finding some specimens of this forgery in it. 

Lithographed, far clearer than the genuine, on medium, bard, 
white wove paper. The M of MONTEVIDEO is placed considerably 
too much to the left, so that the thin vertical line to the right of the 
left-hand CORREO, if prolonged upwards, would cut almost into the 
middle of the said >I. All the stops are of solid colour, without shading. 
The face is a wide oval, with a very pointed chin. The hair, level 
with the cheeks, is puffed out in a very old-fashioned style, with 
strong patches of light upon each side. 

Forged. Second Set. 
Lithographed, better than the genuine, on thin, very "·hite wove 

paper. TheM of MONTEVIDEO is in this set placed too much to the 
right, so that the thin vertical line to the r ight of the left-hand 
CORREO would, if prolonged upwards, pass clear to the left of the 
letter. One or two of the stops show an imperfect attempt at 
shading, but all the others are solid. The shape of the lace is not 
regular, one cheek being larger than the other, and the chin is too 
pointed. The hair, level with the cheeks, has no light upon it at 
all, and looks somewhat like whiskers. The block letters of this 
forgery are much too thin. 
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Postmarks. 
Genuine. I have never seen a cancelled copy. 
Forged. Those of the first set are either unobliterated, or bear the 

transverse lettered oval of the last issue. Those of the second set 
bear an oval, composed of five or six parall el straight lines at the 
top and bottom, and five curved lines at each side. 

The second forgery is not common. 

Issue of 1864. 6, 8, 10, 12 Centesimos 
I ssue of 1866 . Same, surch a r ged 5 1 10, 15 , 2 0 Cen tesim os. 

Genuine. 
Lithographed on rather thin, soft wove paper. 

There is a distinct accent over the second E of 
CEN'£ESDIOs ; aml the left-hand lower corner of the 
label containing that word projects beyoncl the out­
line of the stamp, though not far enough to touch 
the thi n line which snrroun,Js the whole. This is 
the easiest test.. There is a stop before REPUBLICA, 
and another after ORIE"TAL. Generally these stops 

are very large and white, but some of the later impressions do uot 
show them so distinctly. There is a white line di,-iding REPUBLICA 
ORIENTAL from the central design, hut it can only be traced round 
from the R of REPUBLICA to the N of ORIENTAL. The sun's rays 
extend from below the centre of the L of REPUBLICA to below the 
centre of the R of ORIENTAL. The corners of the stamp are com­
posed of vertical lines, generally more or less blotched together. The 
bnnches of le<Lves in the wreath round the •hield do not get smaller 
tm,·ards the top of the wreath. The ends of the bow of ribbon 
fastening the wreath hang down something like a frog's legs, the 
right-hand end pointing towards the second E of CENTESIMOS, and 
being a good deal longer than the other, All the values differ 
slightly from each other; bnt it will be understood that the tests 
given apply to all. 

Forged. First Set. 
Lithographed on very thin, smooth pa1Jer, wove and very white. 

There is no accent to CENTE;DJOS, and the left corner of the label 
containing that word does not come to the edge of the stamp, 
much less project beyond it. The stops before ancl after the name 
are very shapeless, and too white. There is no white line between 
REPUBLICA ORIENTAL and the central design. The upper corners of 
the stamp are perfectly solid, but the lower ones show traces of the 
vertical lines. There are only four bunches of leaves each side of 
the wreath, instead of five. 

Forged, Second Set. 
Lithographed very l ike the last. No accent to CE"TESD!OS. The 

left comer of the label containing that word j ust touches the 
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boundary of the stamp, but does not project beyond it. No stop after 
OUIENTAL, and no white line dividing REPUBLICA ORIENTAL from 
the central design. Upper corners of the stamp quite solid. Four 
bunches of leaves in the wreath, iustead of five. The sun's rays 
extend from below the c of REPUBLICA to below the o of ORIENTAL. 
The right-hand end of the bow of ribbon points to the s of 

CENTESIMOS. Forged. Third Set. 

Lithographed on rather thick, hard wove paper. No accent to 
CENTESIMOS. The left corner of the label containing that word is a 
long way inside the frame of the stamp, not coming near the edge. 
No stop visible either before or after the name. The white line 
dividing the name REPUBLICA ORIENTAL from the central design is 
very stron11, and it extends right round the central design, except 
where hidaen by the bow of ribbon. The sun's rays look like a fan, 
or rather, like an opened hand of cards, extending from uncler the I 

of REPUBLICA to under the centre of the R of ORIEN'fAL. The 
vertical lines in the corners of the stamp are much too prominent, 
and not blotched together. There seem to be six bunches of leaves 
each side of the wreath, instead of five, and they taper very much, 
so that the top of the wreath is considerably smaller than the bottom. 
The ribbon composing the how of the wreath is very much broader 
than the genuin e, and the ends do not hang down. 

Note. I have not seen any of the above foroeries bearina the pro· 
visional surcharge, but it would not be difficult to add it. 

0 

The rest 
of the stamp would be unaltered. 

Postmarks. 
Genuine. The lettered oval before described. 
Forged. The outlined diamond before described, containina 

parallel bars ; also a quatrefoil, with a short line projecting out fro1~ 
the centre of each of the four convex parts of the quatrefoil; also 
the oval, with straight lines at top and bottom, and curved lines at 
the sides as before described ; also the same, with numerals in the 
centre ; also a lettered oval, li ke the genuine ; also a lettered circle. 

I have not a full set of each of the forgeries described, but it is 
possible that the full set of each may exist. 

Issues of 1866-72. 1 Centesimo, black. 
Genuine. 

Lithographed on thin, greyish-white wove paper; 
unperforated (1866), or badly perforated 13 ( 1 ~72). 
A very easy test for the genuine is in the upper 
right-hand quarter of the arms. This represents 
what appears to be a hill, with a stumpy tower on 
the top of it. The horizontal lines of shading in 
the said quarter only reach down about level with 
the top of the D of DEL, leaving a large white patch 
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above the hi ll. There is an accent to the second E of CENTESIMO, 
and the said E is exactly in the centre of the large numeral l. The 
c and o of CENTESIMO are both at a considerable distance from their 
respective ends of the containing label. The two scale-pans of the 
balance in the left-hand upper quarter of the arms are both level, 
and three lines of shading can be counted below them. 

First Forgery. 
Lithographed. I have not seen this counterfeit., but, according to 

Mr. Atlee's description of it, the shading above the hill comes clown 
level with the bottom of the D of DEL, and the bull in the right-band 
lower quarter of the arms is like a mule, or a Noah's-ark lamb. 

Second Forgery. 
Lithographed on greyish-white and yellowish-white wove paper, 

stouter and harder than the genuine. All the copies at present in 
my possession are unperforated, but I fancy I have seen the counter­
feits perforated. The horizontal lines of shading in the right-hand 
upper corner of the arms come down level with the very bottom of 
the E of DEL, passing through the tower on the top of the hill, so 
that there is no white visible, except at each side of the hill. The c 
and o of the word CENTESBIO almost touch their respective ends of 
the containing label; the second E has no accent, and is too far to 
the left of t he centre of the large figure l. The left-hand scale-pan 
is lower than the right ; the former showing two lines under it, the 
latter three. 

Postmarks. 
Both genuine and forged (second forgery) bear the transverse 

lettered oval before described. I do not know the postmark of the 
first forgery. 

Same I ssue. 5 Cen tesimos, b lue. 
Genuine. 

Lithographed; paper similar to that of the 1 centesimo, but rather 
thicker; unperforatecl, or perforated 13, according to the date of 
issue. The left-hand outline of the stamp, inside the thick boundary 
line, if prolonged upwards, would cut the R of REPUBLICA almost in 
half; and if prolonged downwards, it would nearly coincide with 
the left-hand stroke of the M of li!ONTEVIDEO. The right-hand out­
line of the stamp, if similarly prolonged, would pass through the 
outer arm of theY of URUGUAY, and just touch the outer edge of the 
last o of MONTEVIDEO. There is a good space between the words 
REPUBLICA DEL URUGUAY, and the last 0 of MONTEVIDEO is not too 
far from the E. On the left side of the stamp there are sixteen lines 
of inscription, counting from the bottom to the first one which is 
turned upside down. The outline of the horse's face is nearly 
horizontal, and the tail of the large 5 just touches his nose. 
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Forged. 
Lithographed on rather stout, yellowish-white wove paper; un­

perforated. A prolongation of the left-hand outline of the frame 
would pass between RE of REPUBLICA, but the 11 of MONTEVIDEO is 
far too much to the right, so that the small downward prolongation 
of the said outline (which really exists in the forgery) passes con­
siderably to the left of the M. A simi lar prolongation of the right­
hand outline would cut through the centre of theY of URUGUAY, and 
alrnost through the centre of the o of MONTEVIDEO, which Jetter is 
much too f(1r from the E. On the left side of the stamp there ar 
only thirteen lines of inscription, from the bottom to the first one 
which is upside-down. The outline of the f(1ce of the horse points 
very much downwards, and the nose is CJLlite hidden by the tail of 
the large 5. 

Same Issue. 10 Centesimos, green. 
Genuine. 

Lithographed on yellowish-white wove paper, like the 5 c. ; un­
perforated, or perforated 13. There is only one thin line under 
REPUBLICA DEL URUGUAY. If the left outline of the stamp were 
prolonged, it would pass upwards through the centre of the R, and 
downwards flush with the beginning of the M. A similar prolonga­
tion of the right outline would pass upwards through the centre of 
the Y, and downwards flush with the outer edge of the o. There are 
twenty-five lines of inscription clown the left-hand side of the stamp, 
with indications of a twenty-sixth line in some types. One line of 
the inscription, and sometimes part of a second, can be fully seen 
below the bottom of the large figure I. 

Forged. 
Lithographed on white wove paper, a good deal thicker than the 

genuine ; unperforatecl. There are two thin lines under the words 
REPUBLICA DEL URUGUAY. The R is in its proper position, but a 
downward prolongation of the left-hand outline would pass far to 
the left of the M, which is level with the edge of the I. The o is in 
its right place as regards the outline of the stamp, but too small, and 
the E is too far from it. An upward prolongation of the right-hand 
frame would very nearly pass between the AY of URUGUAY. There 
are only twenty lines of inscription on the left-hand side of the 
stamp, and the letters of the lowest line are more than half-hidden 
by the bottom of the I. 

Same Issue. 15 Centesimos, yellow-orange. 
Genuine. 

Lithographed ; paper as before ; unperforatecl, or perforated 13, 
according to the elate of issue. The thin outlines of the siues of the 
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stamp, if prolonged upwards, wo.uld cut through the centre of the 
R of REPUBLICA, and the centre of the Y of URUGUAY respectively. 
The sun's face comes in front of the large 5, though the mouth and chin 

a~·e hidden by the upper point of the shield. The 
inscriptlon on the large 1 is CENTECntos, and that 
on the 5 is CENTECIM, th e rest of the word being 
hidden by the shield. The l and 5 do not touch 
each other at the bottom. There are twenty-five 
transverse lines of inscription, counting down the 
left side of the stamp. The line along the top of 
the heart of the 5 is perfectly straight. The colour 
of the stamp is more or less orange. 

Forged. 

Lithographed on stout, coarsely-wove white paper; unpCJ-forated. 
The thin outline of the left side of the stamp, if prolonged upwards, 
would cut through the middle of the E of REPUBLICA, and a similar 
upward prolongation of the thin line on the right side of the stamp 
would cut into the A of URUGUAY. The large 5 hides part of the 
sun's face, but the point of the shield does not hide any part of it. 
The large l bears the inscription CENTESIMOS, and the large 5 bears 
CENTESIMO ; the place where the final s ought to be is not hidden by 
the shield. The 1 and 5 distinctly touch each other at the bottom. 
There are only seventeen transverse lines of inscription on the 
stamp, counting down the left side. The line along the head of 
the 5 turns up at the right-hand end. The colour varies from pale 
lemon to a sort of salmon, hut is very rarely the correct shade of 
orange-yellow. 

Sam e I ssue. 20 Cen tesimos, red. 

Genuine. 

Lithographed ; paper as before ; unperforated, or perforated 13, 
according to the date of issue. Upward prolongations of the side­
lines would, as before, cut centrally through the R 

of REPUBLICA and the Y of URUGUAY, and clown­
ward prolongations of the same lines would respec­
tively coincide with the first stroke of the M and 
cut partly through the o of MONTEVIDEO. Above 
the v of this latter word there are five repetitions 
of the letters nr, up to the base of the shield. On 
the 2 there are the letters CEN1', and the final s of 
the complete word shows distinctly above the top 
of the shield. The 0 bears · CENTESIMOS, in very distinct letters. 
There are twenty-five horizontal lines of inscription, counting down 
the left side of the stamp. The colom is more or less pink. 
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Forged. 
Lithographed on stout, coarsely-wove paper ; unperforated. An 

upward prolongation of the left-hand outline would barely cut into 
the tai l of the R of REPUBLICA, which is too much to the left; but 
they of URUGUAY is in its proper position. A downward prolonga­
tion of the left-hand outline would cut through the centre of the u 
of MONTEVIDEO ; but the final o of this word is too much to the left, 
so that the downward prolongation of the right-hand outline would 
pass some little distance to the right of it. A \Jove the v of this word 
there are five repetitions of the letters NT, up to the base of the 
shield. The 2 bears CEN only, and the final s above the shield is 
absent. The 0 bears CEN'fECIMOS, but the first three letters are often 
almost unreadable. There are twenty-four lines of inscription, 
counting down the left side of the stamp. T he colour varies from 
salmon to carmine. 

N.B. -Collectors are sometimes puzzled by a watermark of a 
letter or letters on the genuine stamps of th is issue, the said water­
mark not being mentioned uy the catalogues. It is an inscription 
across the sheet, and, of course, a letter or letters will occasionally 
appear on one of the stamps. The forgeries never show any water­
mark. 

Postrnm·ks. 
Genuine. The lettered, Olltlined double oval , as before ; also a large 

transverse oval, not outlined, composed of very thick vertical lines of 
varying length, with a large capital letter in the centre. 

Forged. The lettered, outlined double oval ; also an oval of 
diamond-shaped dots; also a single circle containing letters. 

All the values of the genuine stamps of this issue, except the l c., 
are in sheets of one hundred varieties, bllt I think the tests given 
will be found in them all. 

MONTSERRAT. 
I ssue of 1876. One P enny, r ed ; Six pen ce , g reen . 

Gen1tine. 
These are merely the 1873 issue of Antigua ; 

perf. 13 ; watermarked CO and crown ; sur­
chargee! MONTSERRAT, in black printed capitals. 
For the tests of the genuine the reader will please 
refer to the description of the Antigua stamps on 
pp. 2, 3 of this book. 

Forged. 
These are the Antigua forgeries already described (pp. 2, 3), with 

surcharge MONTSERRAT in lithographed black capitals. They are 
very poorly done, and not likely to deceive. 

y 
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NATAL. 

Threepence, blue. 

(Type ·of accompanying ilhtStration.) 

Issue of 1860. Unperforated, watermarked with a star. 
Issue of 1863-64. Perforated 14, 14!, 15, 15!; no watermark. 

I don't think this value exists with the CC and crown 
watermark, except with the surcharge of POSTAGE. 

Genuine. 

Engraved in taille-donce, on thick, and on quite thin, white wove 
paper ; perforation and watermark as above, according to the date of 

issue. The Queen's coronet has twenty-seven 
pearls in the lowest row, which rests on the head; 
above this is a tow of about twenty-one shapeless 
jewels; then there is a row of twenty-four pearls. 
The highest part of the hair, where the parting 
is supposed to be, does not touch the lowest row 
of pearls on the coronet. The eyes are large, and 
very dark, and they appear to be looking deci­
dedly towards the left side of . the stamp. The 
necklace seems to have seventeen pearls, hut they 

are rather difficult to count. They are all more or less round or 
oval in shape, and the three large ones in front have shading on 
them. The background, behind the head, is composed of very fine 
lines, placed very close together. The strips of engine-turning down 
the stamp, outside the central oval, are very finely executed, and 
appear to be composed of white lines, scratched out of a dark back­
ground. Two strips of the engine-turning run down the right side 
of the stamp, quite clear of the white outline of the oval, and the 
said white oval hardly touches the inner one of the two similar strips 
down the left side of the stamp. The two earrings are alike in shape, 
though the one on the right side of the stamp is a little larger than 
the other. 

Forged. 

Lithographed on stout, yellowish-white wove paper, unperforated; 
no watermark. The coronet bears three rows of pearls, and no row 
of shapeless jewels. The lowest row contains twenty pearls, the 
next row contains seventeen pearls, and the top row contains nine­
teen. The parting of the hair touches the lowest row of pearls. The 
eyes are large, but very light, only the pupil being dark ; and they 
are looking rather upwards, giving the face a languishing expression. 
The necklace contains fourteen pearls ; they are easy to count, and 
some of them are dreadfully out of shape. Only two of the front 
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ones have any dark marks upon them. The crossed lines of the 
background, in the central oval, are much too coarse. The strips of 
imitation engine· turning down the stamp are very badly done, look­
ing like coloured dots and lines upon a white ground. The white 
oval cuts consiJerably into the inner one of the two strips down 
the right side of the stamp, and it cuts slightly into the similar inner 
strip of engine·turning down the left side of the stamp. The ear­
rings are quite different in shape, the one on the right side of the 
stamp being like the genuine, and the other one being merely a sort 
of oblong white patch. I do not think this forgery is likely to be 
dangerous. I have met with only two specimens. 

Postmarks. 
Genuine. Very frequently only a pen-stroke on the earlier issue ; 

also an oval, composed of fine straight lines at the top and bottom, 
and thicker curved lines at the sides, containing numerals. 

Forged. I have only seen the forgery pen-stroked. 

It is possible that this forgery may exist with the surcharge 
POSTAGE. The genuine stamps thus surcharged are perforated 12~, 
and watermarked CC and crown. 

~ 
~~'ii'&ll. 

I 

l)lfll~G(}W 

Reprints and forgeries of the early embossed issue here illustrated 
exist, but I have not been able to obtain any of them. Pemberton's 
Handbook says that the 3d., 6d., 9d., and ls., of the embossed set 
were re-issued perforated, some time ago, as fiscal stamps, on thinner 
paper. The embossed stamps were, of course, never perforated. 

NEW BRUNSWICK. 
Issue of 1857. 3d., red; 6d., yellow; ls., violet. 

Genuine. 
Engraved in taille-douce, on thick, very blue-tinted, white wove 

p~per. If the stamp be placed diamo~d-wise (its proper position), 
mth the crown upright, then all the four corner numerals will be 
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upright also. Crown very nicely drawn, with its middle arch stand­
ing on a cross pattee. There is a fleur-de-lys on each side of the said 

cross. The octagonal outline round 
the central space is single. The lowest 
point of the top numeral compartment 
touches the point of the arch -shaped 
white line below it. The four flower 
stems, if prolonged, would pass, cen­
trally, through the inward-pointing rays 
of the eight-pointed white stars in 
which they are drawn. The general 
background of the stamp is formed by 
engine-turning, finely executed, being 
apparently white lines cut out of a 
dark background. The background of 
the frame is of dark lines on a white 

ground. All the clark lines of the design stand up well from the 
surface of the paper, so that the thickness of the ink can be fel t as 
well as seen. 

Forged. 
Lithographed on thin, white wove paper, without any blue tint. 

If the stamp be placed diamond-wise, with the central crown 
upright, the upper tigure is upright also; but the right-hand one is 
lying on its back, the left-hand one on its face, and the bottom one 
is upside-down. The crown is ragged, unfinished-lookin&, and badly 
drawn; its middle arch stands on a white trefoil, anct there is a 
similar trefoil, instead of a jle1w·-de-lys, each side of it. The octagonal 
outline ronnel t he central space is double. The lowest point of the 
top numeral-compartment does not meet the point of the white 
outlined arch below it, the arch being too much to the right. The 
stems of the top and right-hand flowers are as in the genuine; but 
the stems of the bottom and left-hand flowers would, if prolonged, 
go through the sides instead of the points of the inmost rays of the 
white stars. The whole of the background of the stamp is formed 
by coloured lines upon white, and none of the dark lines are at all 
in relief. 

Postmarks. 
Genuine. Pen- stroke ; also an outlined oval, filled "-:ith thin,. 

parallel lines, struck in blue. 
Forged. A large diamond, containing six parallel lines ; also a 

quatrefoil, with a short line projecting from the middle of the out­
line of each of the four semicircles. 

Issu es of 1860-63. 1 Cen t, brown , b rown-violet . 
Genuine. 

Engraved in taille-douce, on thick, white wove paper, of a yellowish­
grey tint; perforated 12. The funnel of the locomotive is decidedly 
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wedge-shaped, getting smallest where it joins the body ; and the 
smoke comes out in sufficient volume to cover three-quarters of the 
top of it, the front of the smoke being level with the end of the 
tail of the K of BRUNSWICK. The foreground 
of the landscape, below the engine, bears very 
light lines of shading ; and there is a small 
white l'Ock above the N of ONE, and another 
above the E of CENT. There is no shading at 
all (except a few faint lines) in the space be­
tween the end of the smoke and the top of 
the last car ; and the other side of the oval, 
level with OSTAG of POS'l'AGE, is almost entirely destitute of shading. 
Outside the oval, the ground11•ork of the stamp consists of very fine 
horizontal lines, crossed by similar lines running clown obliquely 
from right to left. 

Forged. 
Coarsely lithographed on rather thin, soft, very white wove paper; 

perforated 13. 'l'he funnel of the locomotive is like the genuine at 
the top, but it gets thicker again where it joins the body, and the 
smoke comes out in a thin stream from the left-hand eclae of the 
funnel, so that the front of it is nearly level with the middle of the 
K of BRUNSWICK, showing three-fourths of the top of the funnel 
uncovered. The foreground of the landscape, below the engine, is 
darkly shaded on the left side, from below the end of the last car to 
above the N of ONE. Above that letter there is a shapeless white 
patch, and there is a clark blotch running along from above the E of 
ONE to above the N of CE:<T. In the space between the end of the 
smoke and the top of the last car there is a good deal of clark 
shading, almost joining the smoke and the top of the car together. 
There is a great deal of clark shading in front of the engine, to 
the right of the oval, quite up to the level of the A of POSTAGE, 
and with a few lighter lines above this to level with the s of that 
word. Outside the oval, the groundwork consists of coarse hori zontal 
lines, crossed by other coarse lines running clown obliquely from left 
to right. These said lines are very easily seen, though they require a 
microscope in the genuine. · 

2 Cents, golden-orange. 

Genuine. 
Finely ·engra vecl in tetille-clouce, on thick hard 

yellow-white wove paper; perforated 12. Large 
white stop before the T of 1'WO, like the one after 
s of CENTS. Hyphen between the words NEW 
BRUNSWICK. The background, behind the corner 
figures, is formed of horizontal lines. Face and 
neck, &c., shaded all over, except the bridge of the 
nose, and above the left eyebrow. The necklace is 
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composed of trefoils, not pearls. The central ornament at the top of 
the coronet is a cross pattee. The ink stands out well from the 
surface of the paper. 

Forged. 

Badly lithographed, in light vermilion, on soft wove paper, rather 
thin, and very white ; perforated 13. The stop before the T of TWO 
is very small, almost invisible. No hyphen between the words NEW 
BRUNSWICK. Background solid behind the corner numerals. Upper 
part of face and front of neck quite white, except above the right 
eyebrow. Distinct pearl necklace. Partly shaded white square, 
instead of a cross pattie, at the top of the coronet. The ink does not 
stand out in relief from the surface of the paper. 

5 Cents , olive-g reen , g rass -green. 

Genuine. 

Engraved in taille-douce. Paper as in the 2 cents, but rather 
whit.er ; perforated 12. Bust, necklace, coronet, ancl central oval 
exactly the same as in the genuine 2 cents. Hyphen between the 
words NEW BRUNSWI CK. 

Forged. 

Poorly lithographed, in dirty green, on thin wove paper, very 
white; perforated 13. Bust, necklace, coronet, &c., same as in the 
forged 2 cents. No hyphen between the words NEW BRUNSWICK. 

10 Cents, vermilion. 

Genuine. 

Engraved in tail/e-douce. Paper the same as in the genuine 2 
cents; perforated 12. Bust, necklace, coronet, central oval, &c., the 
same as in the genuine 2 cents. Hyphen between the words NEW 
BRUNSWICK. c of CENTS at the same di stance from the left-hand 
end of bottom label as tbe sis from the right-hand end. Outline of 
oval surrounding each x consists of a clark line between two white 
ones. 

Forged. 

Poorly lithographed, in rose-red, on rather thick, white wove paper; 
perforated 13. Bmt, nC:ckl .. ce, coronet, central oval, &c., same as in 
genuine 2 cents. No hyphen between the words NEW BRUNSWICK. 
ln the bottom label the c of CENTS is too near the left-band enJ of 
the label, as compared with the s. Outline of oval surrounding each 
x consists of a clark line rounJ a white one. 
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12~ Cents, blue. 

Genuine. 

Forged. 

Lithographed on rather thin wove paper, very white; perforated 
13. White streak drawn a luna the whole length of the hull. Smoke 
from funnel passes behiud bo01 masts and flag. Three ropes visible 
below ftag. Distinct" dolphin-striker" on bowsprit. Letters wr of 
BRUNSWICK not joined at the top. Fraction-lines of each bottom 12~ 
much thi nner than the white rings round them. 

17 Cents , black. 

Genuine. 

Engraved in taille-douce, on thick, yellowish­
white wove paper; perforated 12. All the nu­
merals are in ovals of double lines. The plaid 
is fastened with a brooch o.t the shoulder. Two 
rather oblique l ines of the plaid come down to 
the second E of SEVENTEEN, and two similar 
lines come down to the fi rst N of that word. 

Forged. 

Lithographed on rather thin, very white wove paper; perforated 
13. The numerals (except those in the right-hand bottom corner) 
are in ovals of single white lines. There is no brooch to fasten the 
plaid on the shoulder. Two almost perpendicular lines of the plaid 
come down to the space between EN of SEVENTEEN, and two similar 
lines come down to the T of that word. 

Postrnarks. 

Genuine. F re'}uently only pen-stroked; also an outlined oval, 
containing parallel bars ; also same, with numerals in the centre, 
struck in blue ; also set of bars without oval outli ne ; also outlined 
oval, containing unreadable letters. 

Fm·ged. A number of dots ; also an oval, not outlined, formed of 
four parallel lines top and bottom, and five curved lines each side ; 
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also outlined oval, containing parallel bars ; also four concentric 
circles, containing live or six short parallel lines in the centre. This 
last cancellation I have only seen on the forged 12} cents; the others 
are used indifferently for all the other counterfeits. 

5 Cen ts, ch ocolate (Connell), 1861. 

Genuine. 

Engraved in taitle-clo~tce, on thick, yellowish­
white wove paper; perforated 12. 

F01·ged. 

Photographed on thin wove paper. U nperforatecl, 
but with the perforation of the original photogmphecl 
instead of being perforated. I have seen no litho­

graphed forgery. Cancelled copies of the genuine are exceedingly 
rare ; the photograph is not postmarked. 

NEWFOUNDLAND. 

I ssue of 1857. One Penny, Fivepence, brown-violet. 

Genuine. 

Engraved in taille -clo~tce, on stout, hard, yellowish-white wove 
paper. In each corner of the stamp there is a little square contain­
ing the figure of value, and the inner corner of each square touches, 
and corresponds with, the point of a sort of 
arch which surrounds a white star. The stop 
under the T of S T. is large and round ; the 
apostrophe of J OHN's has a large round head. 
The crown is surmotmtecl by a very distinct 
orb; the ornaments below the arches are a 
cross pccttee, between two flwr-de-lys, all very 
distinct; and the ermine ring at the bottom of 
t he crown has five clark oblong patches upon 
i t. The base of the crown does not touch the outline of the 
octagon containing it. All the details of the design are formed by 
very fin e, whi te engine-turned lines, apparently scratched out of a 
dark background. 

Forged. 

Lithographed, more or less badly, on very white and bluish-white 
wove paper, generally a good deal thinner and softer than that of the 
genuine. The inner poi11 ts of the bottom squares correspond, as in 
the genuine, with the points of the arches near them ; bnt the inner 
corners of t he upper squares do not correspond with the points of 
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the upper arches. This is au easy test. The stop under the T of 
ST. is very small , and of an irregular shape ; the apostrophe of 
JOHN's has much too small a head for a true comma. The orb is 
rather indistinct in the l d., and totally undecipherable i.n the 5d. 
The ornaments below the arches are three fleuTs-de-lys. The ermine 
ring at the bottom of the crown has four dark oblong patches, with a 
shapeless lump of shading at the right-hand end, where the fifth 
oblong patch ought to show. The right-hand end of the base of the 
crown touches the sides of the containing octagon. All the deta1ls of 
the design are formed by coloured lines on a white background. 

Postrnarks. 

Gemtine. A set of eight or ten parallel bars, apparently forming 
a rectangle. 

Forged. A set of six parallel bars, forming an oval. 

Same I ssu e. 3 d. , green. 

Gen-uine. 

Engraved in taille-do1lce, on stout, hard wove paper, as before. The 
ground work of the central triangle, behind the large trefoil, is engine­
turned all over, but there are three places where the engine-turning 
consists of simple network, instead of a more complicated pattern, 
making the ground work appear 
to be divided into four horizontal 
strips. It must, however, he re­
membered that the four strips are 
not really separated from each 
other, but joined by a plain net­
work. The name NEWFOUND­
LAND is in one word. The thistle 
is perfectly upright, and the bot­
tom of the stem alrnost touches the bottom of the trefoil. The rose 
does not touch the outline of the trefoil. The apostrophe in JOHN's 
is a properly-shaped comma, with a large head and a very curved 
tail. 

Forged. 

Lithographed on poor, thin, very white paper. The groundwork 
of the central triangle is formed of four distinctly separate, horizontal 
strips of imitation engine-turning, the dark portions of background 
hetween the said strips showing no traces of network. The name is 
written ;)IEWFOUND LAND. The thistle leans slightly to the left, and 
has no stem showing at the bottom below the leaves. One of its 
leaves almost touches the trefoil, and one of the leaves on the left 
side,of the rose does touch the outline of the trefoil. The apostrophe 
in JOHN's is badly shaped, being almost oval, with a very small tail. 
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Postmarks. 

Genuine. I do not possess a postmarked copy of the genuine. 
Forged. A circle ; also an oval, formed by straight lines at the top 

and bottom, and curved lines at the sides. 

I ssu es of 1857-62. 2d., 4d. , 6d. 

Genuine. 

Engraved in taille-douce, on rather stout, hard, white, greyish­
white, or yellowish-white wove paper. These stamps are found in 

three colours-orange-red, rose-red, and lake-red. 
1 do not know that these names correctly express 
the tme shades, but they are the nearest that I 
can find. The lettering is clearly cut, and the 
chief part of the design consists of very finely­
executed engine-turning. Each stamp has the 
national flowers (rose, shamrock, and thi stle) ar­
ranged as a bouquet in the centre, anll none of 
the flowers or leaves touch the outline of the 
containing oval or circle anywhere. This is an 

easy test, and renders it needless for me to describe each value sepa­
rately, as I should otherwise be obliged to do. 

Forged. 

Lithographed on soft, rather thick, white, or very yellowish-white 
wove paper. The stamps are found in vermilion, and also in dirty 
lake. The lettering is always more or less ragged. The flowers and 
leaves of the central bouquet in variably touch the outline of the 
containing circle or oval somewhere, which is a sufficient test for these 
counterfeits. The imitation engine-turning of the design is very 
poor and blotchy. 

Postmarks. 

Genuine. A rectangle of parallel lines. 
F01·ged. The same; also four concentric circles, with something 

in the centre ; also a single circle, containing something undecipher­
able ; also a pen stroke. 

Issu e of 18 66. 2 Cents , green . 

Genuine. 

Nicely engraved in taille-douce, on stout, rather hard, ,·ery yellow­
ish white wove paper; perforated 12; also rouletted; also to be 
found uuperfomted. The labels bearing the inscriptions NEWFOUND­
LAND and •rwo CENTS are solid ; all the others have a background 
of fine lines. The figures and words in the side-labels are shaded 
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at the edges with dark colour, which makes them stand out from 
the background as though they were solid. 
The "white" of the fi sh's eye is oval, and 
the white spot in the pupil is to the left. > 
There is a little ornamental curl projecting > 
into the central oval from the outline of > 
the frame round the figure 2 in the left- ~ < 
hand lower corner. (None of the other ) < 

frames show this curl.) There are about'~~ : 
six very fi ne, horizontal lines of shading· ................ r\ .................... ,..,...,....,... 

in the loop between the back and the end of the tail. 

First Forgery. 
Lithographed on poor, thinnish, very white wove paper, badly 

perforated 12t. All the labels are solid, and the letters and figures 
look perfectly flat. The whole stamp is very coarsely executed ; the 
white of the fish's eye is very staring, with the white spot in the 
pupil to the right. The spines in the tins are very irregular. 

Second Forgery. 
Lithographed on rather thin, hard, white wove paper, unperforated. 

There is a straight line running aln1ost all round the stamp, which 
is not found in the genuine. The right-hand label, containing the 
word TWO, is solid (with traces of lines just at one end), and all the 
others have a background of lines, as in the genuine. The 'vhite of 
the fish's eye is ronnel and staring, and the white spot in the pupil is 
to the right. There is no ornamental cnrl projecting into the central 
oval hom the li'ame of the lower left-hand 2. There are on ly three 
lines of shading in the loop between the back and the end of the tail 
of the fish. 

Postmarks. 
Genuine. An oYal, formed. by either nine or ten parallel lines. 
Forged. A circle, containing lettering and figures, bnt unreadable. 

Issues of 1866, 1868, 1876. 5 Cents, brown, black, blue. 
Gen~(.ine. 

Engraved in taille douce; paper same as in the 2 cents; printed in 
brown, perf. 12 (1866), or in black, perf. 12 
(1868), ur in blue, rouletted (1876). All the 
hairs of the seal's whiskers are perfectly 
distinct, and very light in colour, compared 
with the general hue of the body. The head 
looks rather like that of a pug dog, and the 
mouth and eye can be easily seen. There is 
a glimpse of open sea to the right, where 
there are no icebergs, and only a faint cloud. 

All the letters and figures are very finely drawn, 
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Forged. 

Lithographed in brown, black, or blue, on thin poor very white 
paper, very badly perforated 13}. The seal's whiskers are very 
coarse and clark, and do not seem to belong naturally to his mouth. 
The head 1s hke that of a water-rat, and the mouth and eye are not 
visible. The whole of the horizon seems to be filled up with ice­
bergs. The lettering and ligures at the top are more or less imperfect. 

Issue of 1866 . 10 Cents, bla ck. 

rvl'""'.r-r'?Vvv~ Gennine. 

Engraved in taille - douce, on greyish-white 
wove paper, rather thinner than the last ; perf. 
12; also found unperforatecl . There are two 
rows of j ewels or braid, on which the small 
crown rests, at the bottom of the left side of the 
Prince's collar. The white li nes on the right 
shoulder are very fine, and are properly curved, 
so as to make the chest appear in relief. 

Forged. 

Nicely lithographed, in very pale, instead of clark black, on very 
yellowish , poor wove paper; perf. 13. On the left side of the collar, 
at the bottom, there is a single row of pearls, very distinct. The 
white lines on the right shoulder are very coarse, and are simply 
drawn obliquely, without any curve. The rest of the stamp has been 
copied, almost line for line, from the genuine. 

Postmao·ks. 

Genuine. I have no postmarked copy. 
Forged. An oval, formed by four parallel straight l ines at top 

and bottom, and five curved lines each side. 

Same Issue . 12 Cents, flesh . 

Genuine. 

Eng1·avecl in taille-douce, on rather th in, hard wove paper, of a 
pinkish or yellowish-pink tint; perf. 12; also 
found unperforated. There are five pearls 
visible on the coronet, the last pearl just peep­
ing out from where the coronet buries itself in 
the hair, above the left ear. The stop after 
NEWFOUNDLAND touches the final D. The 
tongue of the buckle is lightly and partially 
shaded. The shading behind the top of the 
head is composed of finer lines than the rest of 
the background, but there is no cross-shading. 

stampsmarter.com 



HOW TO DETECT FORGED STAMPS. 333 

Forged. 

Lithographed on medium, very white, or very yellow wove paper, 
very badly perforated 13. There are only three pearls visible on the 
coronet; the two at the front being aLsent, and the last pearl not at 
all hidden by the hair. The stop after NEWFOUNDLAND is at some 
little distance from the final D. The grotmd, behind the back and 
top of the head, is cross-shaded. The tongue of the buckle is clark, 
and shaded all over. 

PostmaTks. 

Genuine. A thick circle, containing a circular black blotch, out 
of which a white cross has been cut. 

Forged. Same postmark as the forged lO cents. 

Sa m e I ssu e. 13 Cents, orange-yellow. 

Gem,ine. 

Engraved in taille-douce, on rather thin, yellowish-white wove 
paper; perf. 12. The background of the name-label is shaded all 
over with vertical lines. Nearly all the 
letters of the name touch each other, and 
the letters HIR of THIRTEEN are so joined 
together as to appear like one letter. There 
are some rocks to be seen in the left-hand 
corner of the landscape. The clouds are 
formed by horizontal lines, with oblique 
cross-shading. The St. Ge.orge's flag on the 
mast is tolerably distinct, and it is formed 
without any curved Jines. The hull of the vessel is very clark, 
compared with the waves. Over the letters UN of the name there 
is an egg-shaped clot, lightly shaded, with a clark clot on each side 
of it. 

Forged. 

Lithographed on thinnish, very white paper; perforated 13. The 
background of the name-label is solid. The w and F of the name 
are the only ones which really touch each other. The letters HIR of 
THIRTEEN are set at some distance from each other. In the left-hand 
bottom corner there are some indistint white blotches instead of rocks. 
The clouds are very heavy, and composed of horizontal lines only. 
The St. George's flag is curved, as though its back were broken, and 
it is very inclistinct. The hull of the vessel is no darker than the 
waves. There are no clots over the letters ON of the name. 

Postmarks. 

Genuine. Same as in the genuine 12 cents. 
Forged. Same as in the forged 10 cents. 
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Issue of 1869. 1 Cent, violet. 
Genuine. 

Engraved in taille-douce, on thick, hard, yellowish-white. wove 
paper; perforated 12. The oval frame which contains the name 
t"'"~~-~~""'" ends in a point at the top, like a pear with 

the point uppermost. The letters N and F at 
the top alrnost touch the outer frame of the 
oval, and the stops are large and round. The 
name is in one word, and all the letters of it 
touch each other, except the o. There are four­
teen white lines in the plaid, counting them 
all, both vertical and oblique. Tbe rays in the 
oval frame are composed of alternate sets of deep 

&;;:;v-.,~~·~vv.:. and faint lines, but without any cross-shading. 
The eyes are clear and intelligent, and apparently light. 

Forged. 
Lithographed on thinnish, white wove paper, badly perforated 12!. 

The oval frame is rounded over the words ONE CENT, instead of coming 
ton point. The letters N and Fare small, and do not come near either 
the onter or inner lines of the frame. The stops are small, and 
hadly shaped. The name is in two perfectly distinct words, and 
there is a good space between all the letters. There are only ten 
white lines in the plaid. The rays in the frame are far too distinct, 
and the light ones are cross-shaded. The eyes in the portrait are 
very black and staring. 

Postrnarks. 
Genuine. None of my copies are cancelled. 
Forged. Same as in the forged lO cents. 

Same Issue. 24 Cents, blue. 
Genuine. 

Engraved in taille-douce, on rather thin, bluish-white wove paper; 
perforated 12. The groundwork of the frame at the bottom, behind 
the figures and words of value, is composed of horizontal lines, partially 
cross-shaded with vertical lines. The hair is much 
darker than any other. portion of the stamp. The 
groundwork of the name-scroll is formed of ver­
tical lines, cross-shaded round the letters with 
horizontal lines. The background, behind the 
portrait, is cross-shaded from the top to level 
with the eyes. At tbe bottom of the stamp, 
where the value-label joins the fi~ure-circles 
on each side, there is a dot, whicn does not 
touch either the figure-circle or value-label. 
The whole stamp is very finely done. 
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Forged. 
Lithographed on rather thin, common, very yellowish-white wove 

paper; unperforated, or badly perforated 12l The groundwork of 
the frame at the bottom, behind the figures and words of value, is 
cross-shaded with oblique lines. The Queen's hair is much lighter 
than the background. The groundwork of the name-scroll is cross­
shaded, behind the letters, with obliq1<e lines. The background of the 
portrait is cross-shaded nearly to the bottom, and there is a space left 
almost unshacled just above each shoulder. The dots on each side, 
at the bottom, tonch the figure-circles. The whole stamp is very 
poor, compared with the fine original. 

Postmarks. 
Genuine. Same as genuine 12 cents; also a small plain circle, with 

something undecipherable in the centre. 
Forged. Same as forged 10 cents. 

Issues of 1870-73. 3 c., vermilion; 3 c., blue; 6 c., rose. 

These are the stamps bearing a bust of the Queen in widow's 
weeds. They are all exactly alike in type, except as regards the 
value. 

Genuine. 
Engraved in taille-douce on Rtout, hard, yellowish-whitewove paper; 

perforated 12. The Queen's eyebrows turn clown at the outer ends. 
The two stars in the bottom corners are on a ground of vertical and 
horizontal cross-shading. The cap is scarcely shaded at all on the 
top of the head. The separation between the cap-strings and the 
back of the neck is very distinctly marked by a strong line of colour. 
The background of the upper value-label is shaded with curved 
lines, which are parallel with the curved lines of the frame. 

Forged. 
Lithographed on thinnish, white wove paper; perforated 13. The 

eyebrows turn up at the ends. The stars in the bottom corners are 
on a solid ground. There is a strong wavy line of shading on the 
cap at the top. The cap-strings are very indistinct at the back of 
the neck, so that it is not easy to decide which is cap-string and 
which is neck. The background of the upper value-label is solid, 
except behind the figures on each side. These forgeries are flat, and 
very poorly printed, whereas the originals are beautifully executed, 
and the ink stands out from the surface of the paper so that it can 
almost be felt with the finger. 

Postmm·ks. 
Genuine. I have no postmarked copies. 
Forged. Same as the forged 10 cents. 
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NEW SOUTH WALES. 

Issue of 1849 . One P enny, red. 

Genuine. 

Plate I. Row of several houses, all joined together; no clouds; 
hill not shaded. Soft, yellowish-white wove, or hard, grey-blue 
wove paper. 

Plate I I. Three separate houses; clouds ; hill 
shaded; with two trees. Hard, grey-blue wove 
paper. 

Varieties of Plate II : 1, no clouds ; 2, no trees; 
3, hill not shaded. 

The stamp imitated is variety No. 2 of Plate II. 
Engraved in taille-douce; paper as above. The 

female has a pick and shovel lying at her feet, 
and there is a distinct beehive behind 1-.er. The 

third word under the figures reads ETRURIA, all in one word. 

Forged. 

Coarsely lithographed on thin, white wove paper. There is neither 
pick nor shovel to be seen at the feet of the female, and the hive is 
merely an indistinct blotch. The word ETRURIA reads ET RIIRIA, in 
two words. 

Issue of 18150. Twopence, blue. 

Genuine. 
Plate I. Spandrels of wavy vertical lines; shading to right and 

left of the fan-ornament under CREVIT. On soft yellowish-white 
wove paper. 

Plate II. Spandrels of wavy horizontal lines. Fan-ornament with 
an arch of shading in the centre, but none to 
right and left of it. Same paper. 

Varieties of Plate II : l, without the worcl 
CREVIT ; 2, with the same fan-ornament as Plate 
I., shaded to right and left ; 3, with ETRURA, 
instead of E1'RURIA. 

Plate III. Spandrels of wavy horiwntallines; 
fan-ornament without any shading either in­
side or outside. On hard, grey and blue wove 
papers. 

Plate IV. Spandrels of wavy horizontal lines ; fan without any 
shading, but with a single pearl at the base. On hard, yellowish­
white laid, and also on grey-blue wove papers. 
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Genuine. 

Plate II., variety 3. Engraved in taille-douce. Paper as above. 
The man standing in the landscape holds a three-cornered hat in his 
right hand. The numerals 17 can be seen on the bale. ETRURA 

is one word. 
Forged. 

Plate II., variety 3. Lithographed on thin, greyish-white, yellowish­
white, and very white wove paper. The man has no hat in his hand, 
but wears a polo cap on his head, though he is bare-headed in the 
genuine. The bale has a few blotches on it, but no numerals. The 
inscription reads ET RURA, in two words, and the A is blotched 
against the side of the circle. 

Genuine. 

Plate III. Engraved in taille-douce, as before. The stars in the 
corners are badly shaped. The numerals 17 can be seen on the bale. 
The third word of the inscription is ETRURIA. The pick and shovel 
at the feet of the female are distinct. 

Forged. 

Plate III. Lithographed on very thin, very dirty-looking paper, 
which has been soaked in coffee, or some other mixture, to give it the 
appearance of age. The stars in the corners are all nicely and regu­
larly drawn. The bale has no marks whatever on it, except the 
cords which bind it. The third word of the inscription is ETRORIA. 
The pick and shovel at the feet of the female look like an arrow 
and a rifle crossed. 

Third Forgery. 

This is not like any type of the genuine. Lithographed in sky­
blue, on thickish, yellowish-white wove paper. There is a landscape 
without any figures at all, and the inscription src FORTIS ETRURIA 
CREVIT is altogether absent. The lines of the spandrels are straight. 
The fan-ornament is represented hy a semicircle, turned downwards, 
with a blotch in the centre. The word SIGILLUM reads SIECILLU~f. 

Sa m e I ssu e. Threepen ce, green . 

Genuine. 

Engraved in taille-douce on soft yellowish-white, 
and on hard, grey-blue wove paper. The design 
is the same as in the genuine twopence. 

Forged. 

Lithographed on rather thick, yellowish-white 
wove paper. This is like the third forgery of the 

twopence, with the value altered. The landscape does not show any 
z 

stampsmarter.com 



338 ALBUM WEEDS ; OR, 

figures at all, and the inscription SIC FORTIS ETRURIA CREVIT is 
absent. The lines on the spandrels are straight and horizontal, and 
the fan-ornament is represented by a semicircle, tnrnecl downwards, 
with a blotch in the centre. The word SIGILLUM reads SIECILLUM. 

Postmarks. 
Genuine. An oval, formed by four straight lines at the top and 

bottom, and four very thick curved lines each side ; also the same, 
but with seven very thin curved lines each side; also the first­
mentioned postmark, with large numerals in the centre ; also a 
shapeless blotch. 

Forged. A large circle, containing some unreadable letters; also the 
first-mentioned postmark of the genuine; also four concentric circles. 

Issues of 1851-54- Laureated head. Twopence, blue_ 
Genuine. 

(Similar to the accompanying Illustration.) 

Engraved in taille-douce. There are three different plates, each 
containing fifty separate varieties, so the amateur will have enough 
to do if he intend to collect them all. It is needless to describe the 

different plates, as the forgery differs from them 
all. Plates I. and II. are printed on blue wove 
paper ; no watermark. Plate III. is on blue, and 
also on grey wove paper; no watermark. The issue 
of 1854, printed from plate III., is on yellowish­
white wove paper, watermarked with a large 2. 
The right-hand boundary-line of the label contain­
ing NEW is scalloped, and the left-hand boundary­
line of the similar label containing WALES is also 

scalloped. The laurel-wreath on the Queen's head consists of from 
fourteen to seventeen leaves, according to the type. 

Forged. 

Lithographed on thin, pale blue wove paper; no watermark. The 
right-band boundary-line of the label containing NEW is one straight 
line, and the left-hand boundary-line of the label containing WALES 
is also one straight line. The wreath on the Queen's head bears only 
twelve leaves, much larger and coarser than in the genuine. Except 
for the two points just mentioned, and the flat look given to the 
stamp 'by the lithographic printing, it is not a bad forgery. The ink 
in the genuine stands up well from the surface of the paper. 

Postrnarks. 
Genuine. All the postmarks of the Sydney issue are found on this 

issue also. 
Fo,.ged. An oval, without outline, formed by ten or twelve thin 

parallel bars of varying lengths. 
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Issues of 1854-61. Sixpence, grey, green, cinnamon, 
lilac, &c. L arge square. 

Genuine. 

(Similar to the accompanying Ilhtstration.) 

Engraved in taille-douce, on rough, rather 
thlck wove paper, watermarked with a large 
6; unperfomtcd, 1854; perforated 12, 1860; 
perforated 13, 1861. The central circle, be­
hind th e head, is not solid, but is composed 
of closely-set engine-turned lines. The white 
hexagonal frame, near the outside of the stamp, 
has no clark line running along the miclclle of 
it. There are four di stinct fleuTs-de-lys and 
the beginning of a fifth each side of the hexagon. 

F01·ged. 

Lithographed in violet, Ted, or blue, on very thick "·ove paper; no 
watermark ; nnperforated, or rather nicely pcrfvmted llt and 13~. 
The central circle, behind the head, is quite solid, sho\\'ing no trace 
of li nes . The whi te hexagonal frame l1as a dark, coloured line run­
ning all along its centre. The jieu1'S-dc-lys outside the central circle, 
each side of the hexagon, are very imperfect; part of one, with 
traces of others, can be detected on the right-hand side, and three 
complete ones, with parts of two others, are visible on the left side. 

Same Issues. One Shilling, red. 

Genuine. 

Engraved in taille-douce, watermarked with a large 12; paper, 
perforation, &c., the same as the 6d., according to the date of issue. 
The groundwork behind the head is composed of engine-turned 
lines. The inscription, NEW SOUTH WALES, is in letters shaded with 
horizontal lines. The ornaments on the coronet are two crosses 
pattie and two fleu,-s-de-lys, one of each placed alternately. The 
garter round the head has eleYen holes for the tongue of the buckle. 
The groundwork behind the fleurs-de-lys, at the sides of the stamp, 
is shaded with curved lines. Parts of three jle~t?"S-de- lys show dis­
tinctly behind the POSTAGE scroll. The whole of the engine-turning 
is finely clone. 

Forged. 

Poorly lithographed, <in thicl>, yellowish-white wove paper; no 
watermark; unperforated. The ground behind the head is quite 
solid. The inscription, NEW SOUTH WALEs, is in solid letters, instead 
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of shaded ones. The ornaments on the coronet are not distinct, but 
they look like four very badly-made jleurs-de-lys, one of them being 
very much larger than the rest. The garter shows only ~ight holes. 
The ground behind the jleurs-de-lys, at the sides of the stamp, is 
shaded with irregular dots. The whole stamp is very poorly 
executed, and not likely to deceive. 

Postmarks. 

Genuine. A row of thick oblong blotches, with small dots above 
and below them ; also dots in a radiated form, with numerals in the 
centre ; also a large oval, formed by four lines at the top and bottom, 
and eight curved lines each side; also a number of thick bars, 
radiating from a centre ; also N. s. w. in the centre of three concentric 
ovals. 

Forged. An oval, formed by three straight lines at the top and 
bottom, two curved lines each side, and numerals in the centre ; also 
N. s. w. in three concentric ovals. 

Issues of 1860-61. Five Shillings, violet. 

Genuine. 

Engraved in taille-douce ; unperforated, or perforated 12 or 13 ; 
watermarked with a large 5/-. There is a five-pointed star level 
with the forehead, each side of the head, inside the inscription. The 
face is shaded very nearly all over. The last s of SHILLINGS is a 
readable Gothic letter. The stamp looks like a coin, with the edge 
showing apparently in relief. Near the chin there is a distinct 
rose, with stem and several leaves. 

Forged. 

Very badly lithographed, on rather thin, smooth white wove paper; 
unperforated; no watermark. The five-pointed star in front of the 
forehead is nothing but a shapeless blotch, which it is impossible to 
make out. The face is not shaded at all, except at the sides of the 
cheeks. The last s of SHILLI NGS is an utterly shapeless blotch. The 
rim of the stamp does not appear to stand up in relief at all. The 
rose near the chin might be a cabbage, or a bouquet of flowers with­
out auy stem ; it is not the least like a rose, stem. I don't think this 
forgery is likely to deceive many. 

Postmarks. 

Genuine. A large oval, formed by four lines at the top and 
bottom, and several curved lines at the sides. 

Forged. A small circle, with letters and figures in the centre. 
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NEW ZEALAND. 

1858-64. One Penny, red. 

Genuine. 

(Similar to the accompanying Illustration.) 

Engraved in tc.ille-douce, on stout, blue wove paper, no water­
mark, unperforated (1858); or on very thick white paper, no 
watermark (1859); or on very thin white paper, no watermark 
(Hl60 1) ; or on moderately thick, white wove paper, watermarked 
with a star (1862); or ditto, rouletted (18631); 
or ditto, perforated 13 (1864); or with "N z" 
instead of star, unperforated ; or ditto, rouletted ; 
or ditto, perforated 13. There is a curved white 
line, very distinct, extending from each ear to 
the upper part of each shoulder of the bust, 
evidently forming parts of a central circle behind 
the portrait. The head is thrown rather back, 
and the face is inclined, very decidedly, towards 
the left side of the stamp. The face, neck, and 
bust are shaded very nearly al l over. The eyes 
are clearly drawn, so that even the rims of the eyelids are plainly 
visible. The cross patt(e in the centre of the top of the coronet 
is perfectly distinct. There are seven clark dots in the ermine 
on the left sbonlder, above the Y of PENNY. The broad dark sash, 
going obliquely across the breast, is shaded with wavy oblique 
lines, running down from left to right, and not crossed by any other 
lines. The letters of POSTAGE do not touch the upper outline of the 
label containing them. The P of PENNY is close to the E, and the 
arms of the Y are wide apart, so that there is a good dark space 
between them. The ornaments in the bottom corners are four white 
diamonds, joined to a central white dot; and each diamond has a 
fine dark line drawn obliquely through it towards the central dot. 
The chief part of the ground work, outside the central circle, is com­
posed of white ovals, each containing a long dark line, with tii"O 
faint lines each side of it, making it look almost like a cross with 
faint arms. The whole stamp is a very good example of well­
executed taill~·douce engraving. 

Forged. 

Poorly lithographed on stout, soft, very yellowish-white wove 
paper ; no watermark ; unperforated, or badly perforated 12!. The 
curved white lines, forming parts of a circle, which ought to extend 
from each ear to the upper part of each shoulder, are not visible, but 
there is a very slight trace of part of one of them on the right-hand 
side of the stamp. The head is perfectly upright, the face almost 
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fronts the spectator, though the eyes are looking towards the left 
side of the stamp. The face, neck, and bust show hardly any 
shading, except at the edges. The eyes are dark blotches, and the 
rims of the eyelids cannot be seen. The cross pattie at the top of 
the coronet might almost stand for any thing, it is so indistinctly 
drawn. There are only four dark dots in the ermine on the left 
shoulder, above the Y of PENNY. The clark sash is shaded with 
crossed oblique lines, running down from left to right, and from right 
to left. The P and T of POSTAGE are blotched into the dark outline 
of the label above them. The P of PE:><NY is at some distance from 
the E, and the arms of the Y are squeezed together, so that there is 
only a small clark space between them. The ornaments in the 
bottom corners are clark upright crosses, with <lark triangular blotches 
between the arms. The white clot in the centre of each cross is 
almost square, instead of round. The white ovals of the ground­
work, outside the central circle, are filled with distinct crosses and 
shapeless blotches alternately. The whole starnp is a poor lithograph, 
but yet most of the details of the genuine ha1·e been pretty correctly 
copied. 

Twopen ce, blue. 
Genuine. 

Engraved in tctille-clouce. Paper, watermark, perforation, &c., vary­
ing according to date of issue, the same as in the genuine one penny 
just described. There are ten dark spots in the ermine on the 
right shoulder, over the T of TWO. The left-hand end of the POSTAGE 
label begins just above the centre of the w of TWO, and the right­
hand end reaches almost to the middle of the c of PE:><CE. The letters 
of the words ·rwo PE~CE are nicely drawn, and very close together, 
but showing a good space between the words. The clark outli nes of 
the squares in the bottom corners are distinctly higher than the dark 
background behind TWO PEKCE. All the other tesL" are exactly the 
same as in the genuine one penny. 

Forged. 
Lithographed on thin, blue wove paper ; no watermark ; unper­

forated; and also on rather thin, bluish-white wove paper ; no water­
mark; perforated apparently about 18, but so badly that it is very 
difficult to say positively. There are only nine dark spots in the 
ermine on the right shoulder, over the T of •rwo. The POSTAGE 
label begins above the commencement of the w of Two, and ends 
above the end of the N of pence. The letters of •rwo P>e)ICE are very 
badly drawn, far apart, and thus showing very little extra space 
between the two "·orcls. The clark outlines of the squares in the 
lower corners are almost exactly the same height as the dark back­
gr011nd behind TWO PENCE. The corner-ornaments are not anything 
like in the centres of their containing squares. All the other details 
are exactly like those of the forged one penny. 
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On e Shilling, green . 
Genuine. 

Engraved in taille-douce. The paper, watermark, perforation, &c.,· 
vary according to the date of issue, as in the genuine one penny. 
The POSTAGE label begins over the beginning of the last stroke of 
th e N of ONE, and ends above the space between IN of SHILLING. 
The dark outlines of the corner-squares stand up very much higher 
than the dark background behind ONE SH ILLI NG. All the other tests, 
not mentioned here, are exactly the same as in the genuine one 
[lenny and twopence. 

Forged. 
Very badly lithograph eel on stout, whi te wove paper; no water­

mark; unperforated. The POSTAGE label begins over the middle of 
the N of O"E, and ends over the middle of the second I of SHILLING. 
The dark outlines of the corner-squares are very little higher than 
the dark background to the words ONE SHILLING, and are much too 
light. There is a very distinct flaw above LING of SHILLING, and 
above the right-hand corner-square, as though this part of the stamp 
had been printed twice over, or else had moved in th e press. All the 
other details, not mentioned here, are exactly the same as in the 
forned one penny and twopence. 

f have not seen forgeries of any of the other values ; but, as all 
the stamps seem to be of exactly the same type, except as regards 
the words of value, there will be no dift1 cul ty in detecting, from the 
above description, any other forgeries which may exist. 

Postma1·ks. 
Genuine. An oval, formed of thin lines, with numeral in the centre; 

also a!l oval, formed of very thick lines, with a large letter in the 
centre ; abo (rarely) a large thin circle, containing name and date in 
straight lines in the centre. 

Forged. A diamond of thinnish lines, with a blank centre. 

NICARAGUA. 

1873. 1 Centavo , bistre. 

Genuine. 
Finely engravecl in taille-douce, on thi ck, yellowish -white wove 

r.aper; perforated 12, or rouletted. There are two little trees in the 
eft lower com er of the landscape, above the u of UN. The cap of 

Liberty is very faint, so that it would hardly be noticed at a first 
glance. The tree in the right upper com er does not touch the out­
line of the frame above it. The rays of the sun are fain t, ancl 
delicately drawn; there are seven of them, but two of the seven are 
split. There is a dark object in the very foreground, which reaches 
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from above the beginning of the N of CENTAvo to a little beyond the 
commencement of the T of that word. The left-hand peak, behind 
which the sun is rising, is lightly shaded, and only a very little 
darker than the two peaks to the right of it. The point of the v of 
CENTAvo comes slightly lower than the bottom of the A which 
precedes it. 

Forged. 
Lithographed on thin, white wove paper; pin-perforated 12~ 

(generally very badly). There are no trees in the left lower corner 
of the landscape. The cap of Liberty is quite distinct, and a good 
deal darker than the background. The tree in the right upper 
corner touches the frame above it, just under the middle of the u of 
NICARAGUA. The rays of the sun are very coarse; there seem to be 
about ten of them. The dark object in the foreground of the land­
scape is much too wide, and extends from above the middle of the 
E to the middle of the i' of CENTAVO; and it is triangular in shape, 
instead of being rounded. The left-hand peak is a good deal darker 
t han the two peaks to the right of it. The point of the v of CENTAVO 
is level with the bottom of the A which precedes it. 

Postmarks. 
I have only seen the genuine pen-stroked. The forgery is can­

celled with an oval, formed by four parallel straight lines at top and 
bottom, and two cU£ved lines at each side. 

2 Centavos, blue. 

Genuine. 
Engraved in taille-douce ; perforated 12. Dark blue, on thick, very 

yellowish wove paper (1862); blue, on slightly yellowish-white 
wove paper (1870) ; in bright blue, on very 
white paper (1873), and rouletted. The 
hori zontal lines of shading in the sky are 
straight, close together, parallel to each other, 
and nicely drawn. There are seven rays to 
the sun, and not one of them runs into the 
upper left comer of the landscape. The left­
hand peak is only very slightly darker than 
the two peaks to the right of it. The white 

patch in the foreground-,-Iake, or river, or whatever it is-extends 
from above the middle of the s of nos to beyond the midJle of the 
T of CENTAvos. All the lettering is extremely clear. 

Forged. 
Coarsely lithographed, on very white wove paper; pin-perforated 

l 2!,. The hori zontal lines of shading in the sky are coarse, not 
straight, not parallel with each other, and badly drawn. I have only 
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a bad specimen to describe from, but there appear to be only six 
rays to the sun ; they are far too white, and one of them runs into 
the upper left-hand corner of the landscape. The left-hand peak I S 

very much darker than the two peaks to the right of it, being, in 
fact, the darkest object in the landscape. The white patch in the 
forearound extends from a little to the left of the c of CENTAvos 
quit':, to the end of the T of that word. The lettering is poorly done, 
the name, especially, being in particularly ragged letters. 

Postmarks. 
I have not seen the genuine cancelled. The forgery bears the 

same obliteration as the forged 1 centavo. 

5 Centavos, black. 
Gen1line. 

Engraved in taille-douce, on very yellowish wove paper (1862); 
perforated 12; on yellowish-white (1870), and rouletted. I have a 
copy in my collection which is not perforated ; it is cancelled with 
a pen-stroke, but it may be an essay. There are, as before, seven 
rays to the sun, one of which is spli t, and none 
of the rays go into the left-hand upper corner 
of the landscape. The pole on which the cap of 
Liberty is placed is short, but clearly visible. 
The lake in the foreground extends from above 
the beginning of the o of CI Nco to the beginning 
of the upright stroke of the T of CEN'rAVOS. 
The left-hand peak is very little darker than the 
two peaks to the right of it. The two trees in the left-hand lower 
corner have their stems very distinct. But the easiest instant test 
for the genuine is that the word in the left-hand frame is CORREOS, 
and not PORTE, the latter being found only in the 2 centavos. 

Forged. 
Coarsely lithographed on thin, very white wove paper; perforated 

12l There are seven rays to the sun, but they are very coarsely 
done, and none of them are split. One of the said rays runs up into 
the left top corner of the landscape. In most copies the pole of the 
cap of Liberty is invisible. The lake in the foreground extends from 
over the second c of CINCO to above the middle of the T of CENTAVOS. 
The left-hand peak is ve-ry much darker than the two peaks to th'!'l 
right of it. There are no stems to the trees in the left lower corner. 
The left-hand frame bears the word PORTE instead of CORREOS, being 
imitated from the genuine 2 centavos. 

Postmarks. 
I have only seen the genuine pen-stroked. The cancellation of 

the forgery is the same as that of the forged 1 centavo. 
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10 Centa v os , vermilion. 

Gen'l.tine. 
Engraved in taille-douce, on stout, yellowish-white wove paper; 

perforated 12, or rouletted. The rays of the sun are hardly visible. 
The left-hand mountain peak is scarcely auy 
darker than the two similar peaks to the right 
of it. There is a clark, pointed shadow, which 
comes from the brightly-illuminated peak in 
the foreground, to the right of the stamp, beside 
the ORTE of PORTE, and the top of this shadow­
peak is level with the top of the o of PORTE. 
The lettering of DIEZ CEN"l'AVOS is veTy nearly 
as large as that of NICARAGUA, though the 

letters of the name are put rather farther apart. 

Fm·gecl, 

Coarsely lithographed, in rosy-vermilion, on very white wove 
paper, thicker than that of the genuine; badly perforated 1 2~ . This 
forgery can be easily detected by the rays of the sun, which are very 
white and prominent, and twelve of them can be easily counted, one 
of them extending, almost like a flash of lightning, right across the 
stamp, to above the P of PORTE. The left-hand peak is very much 
darker than the two similar peaks to the right of it. The dark, 
pointed shadow of the foreground peak reaches up to level with the 
centre of the P of PORTE. The lettering in the bottom label is 
decidedly smaller than that of NICARAGUA, and very ragged. I don't 
think this forgery is likely to deceive, 

PostmaTks. 

Genuine. A large double circle, with name between the circles, 
and full date in the centre. 

Forged. The same as that of the forged l centavo. 

25 Centavos, green. 

Genuine. 

Engraved in taille-douce; paper and perforation the same as in the 
genuine lO centavos, T he rays of the sun are not at all prominent, 
but there is one tolerably distinct ray, which extends across the 
.s tamp to the top of the tree under the NO of CINCO. The left-hand 
mountain peak is equally cLtrk all over, without any white patch 
upon it. The right-hand outline of this peak is considerably 
hollowed in the centre. The figures 25 in each of the corners 
<;xtend quite across the compartments contaiuing them, and are 
<very nicely drawn, The colour of the stamp is a decidedly yellow-
green. · 
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Forged. 
Poorly lithographed on moderately stout, very white wove paper; 

badly perforated 12l The rays of the sun are very broad, very 
white, and much too prominent, the one reaching to the tree not 
showing more than the rest. The left-hand mountain peak is quite 
white towards the bottom, and the right-hand outline of this peak 
is a straight oblique line, without any hollow in it, making the peak 
look exactly like a pyramid. The figures 25 in the corners are very 
oadly drawn, and do not extend anything like across the containing 
compartments. The colour of the stamp is a very hluish-green . 

N.B.-The genuine stamp is often found changed to blne by 
chemicals, with intent to defi-aud. 

Postmarks. 
Genuine. I have only seen the genuine pen-stroked. 
Forged. The same as on the forged 1 centavo. 

NORWAY. 

Issue of 1854. 4 Skilling, blue. 

Genuine. 
Lithographed (1) in very chalky, and usually pale blue, on rather 

hard, yellowish-white wove paper. 'l'he horizontal lines in the circle 
round the shield are thin, with wide white spaces between them. 
Counting them on the left side of the circle, there are thirty-nine of 
the said lines. The vertical lines in the shield 
are also thin, with wide white spaces between 
them; there are twenty-four of these lines, count­
ing at the top of the shield. The bottom corner 
of the blade of the axe comes between the sixth 
and seventh lines from the left. The lower end 
of the handle touches the third line from the 
left. There are four lines visible to the right of 
the hind leg of the lion. His head is properly 
shaped, the mouth closed, and the eye placed 
well to the front. His crown is very small, and perched on the 
point of the back of the head. There are five horizontal clashes 
along the base of the large crown above the shield, and there is a 
li ttle, but distinct pearl above the second clash from the right. 

Forged. 
Lithographed, in a most blotchy manner, on thick, white wove 

paper. The colour is a peculiar shade of neutral-tint, very like what 
is commonly called "slate-colour." The horizontal lines of shading 
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in the circle round the shield are very thick, so that the white spaces 
between the lines are thinner than the lines themselves. There 
seem to be only thirty-seven of them, but the bottom ones are so 
blotched that it is not easy to count them. The vertical lines in the 
shield are also thick and coarse, though the white spaces between 
them are somewhat wider than those in the circle; they are only 
twenty-one in number. The bottom corner of the head of the axe 
touches the sixth line from the left, and the said head is so blotched 
as to be utterly shapeless. The lower end of the handle comes be­
tween the second and third lines from the left. There are only three 
vertical lines visible to the right of the lion's hind leg. His head is 
very badly shaped, being like that of a cock, with the mouth wide 
open and the tongue sticking out. The eye is abnormally large, and 
placed quite at the back of the head. The crown looks several sizes 
too large for him. There are only four horizontal dashes at the base 
of the large crown, together with three vertical dashes which do 
not exist in the genuine. The little pearl above the second clash 
from the right is not visible. 

P ostmarks. 

Genuine. A large single circle, with name in large capitals, and 
date, &c., at the bottom and in the centre. 

Forged. A few indistinct blotches, which I have not been able to 
resolve into any regular postmark. 

NOV A SCOTIA. 

I ssu e of 1858 . One P enny, red-brown . 

Gen,.ine. 

Engraved in taille-do,.ce, on medium, very strongly bleute wove 
paper. The backgrounds of the four outer frames, containing the 

nan1e and value, are composed of crossed, 
oblique engine-turned lines, so that noue of 
them are solid in any part. The points of 
the central diamond, which contains the por­
trait, are all perfect ; the top point comes 
very much nearer to the o than to the v of 
NOVA; the right-hand point is just a shade 
to the left of the T of POSTAGE ; the bottom 
point is much nearer to the o than to the T 

of SCOTIA, and the left-hand point comes 
midway between the P and E of PENNY. The background behind 
the portrait is entirely formed of engine-tmned lines. The ink 
stands out from the paper. 
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Forged. 
Lithographed, paper very similar to the genuine, but not quite so 

strongly bleute. The background of the label containing POSTAGE is 
quite solid and uniform, except after the E ; the other three labels 
show lines, but so close together and so blotched that they appear 
solid at a little distance. The top point of the central diamond is 
not perfect; but if complete it would come exactly midway between 
the o and v of NOVA. The right-hand point is exactly under the 
centre of the T of POSTAGE ; the bottom point is exactly midway 
between the o and T of scoTIA, and the left-hand one is over the 
second half of the P of PENNY. Most of the background of the 
central diamond is of solid colour, showing traces of lines here and 
there. The ink does not stand out from the paper. 

Postmarks. 
Genuine. Usually parallel lines with numerals in the centre. 
Forged. An oval, formed by three straight lines at top and bottom, 

and two curved lirles each side, with something undecipherable in 
the middle. 

Issue of 1858. 6d., green. 

Of this issue I have only seen the 6d. forged, same type as 
the annexed illustration, except the change in the value. 

Genuine. 
Nicely engraved in taille-douce, on tolerably thick wove paper. 

There are small clark lines in each of the letters of the words SIX· 
PENCE and POSTAGE, following the curves 
of the said letters ; for instance, the s is a 
small dark s in the centre of a large white 
one. When the stamp is placed with the 
thistle uppermost, the leaves run right 
into three of the star -points forming 
background on the left, and into one only 
on the right. The stars, flowers, crown, &c., 
are all enclosed in a lar~e quatrefoil orna­
ment, and the points of th1squatrefoil exactly 
meet the points of the small corner-diamonds 
which contain the figures of value. The orb and the cross pattee on 
the top of the crown are quite distinct. The two leaves of the rose 
are shaded nearly all over, and, if the stamp be held with the rose 
uppermost, the left-hand leaf runs up into one of the star-points. 

Forged. 
Poorly lithographed, on thinner and harder paper than the genuine. 

The little clark lines before mentioned are visible in the word SIX­
PENCE, as in the genuine; but there are none in the word POSTAGE, 

stampsmarter.com 



350 ALBUM WEEDS ; OR, 

whose letters are plain white. The leaves of the thistle run into all 
three points on the left., and also into all three on the right. The 
points of the br::(e quatrefoil do not meet the points of the diamonds 
containing the figures of value, the one at the bottom, especially, 
coming much too far to the right. The orb and cross at the top of 
the crown are very indistinct, and seem to be, as it were, s01newhat 
crushed clown into the crown. The leaves of the rose are very white, 
and neither of them runs into the star-points. 

Postmc<rks. 
Genuine. As in the genuine ld., but frequently obliterated merely 

with pen-strokes. 
Forged. As in the forged ld. 

I ssue of 1860. 1, 2, 5 Cents. 

Genuine. 

Beautifully engraved in taille-douce, on thick, yellowish-white " ·ove 
paper; perforated 12. The lines forming the background of the 
central circle are very fin e, ancl they are a good deal darker behind 
the head than in front of it. There is no outline touching the 
shaded circle; but the lines break off in such a manner as to leave 

a broad white ring, eqimlly "·ide in every par t, 
between the shading and the thick outline. Th e 
front of the base of the neck does not come to 
the edge of the shaded circle, though tolerably 
close to it. The front of the neck and the base 
of the chin are shaded by a don ble set of lines 
-one set being merely the continuation of those 
running forward from the cheek, &c., ancl the 
other set being short, horizontal lines running 
backwards from the front of the neck. The 
mouth is open, with the lower lip proj ecting 

much less than the upper one. The forward curl of the side of the 
nostril is not formed by a single hooked line, hut l•y almost invisible 
shading. On the top of the coronet there are five pearls, the front 
one being very small, but distinct, the last one being half hidden in 
the hair. Below each of these large pearls, except the front and the 
last ones, there are two more, placed rather ouliquely on the body 
of the coronet. There is no clark outline to the front of the nose. 

Forged. Fi1·st Set. 
Very coarsely lithographed, on stout, very yellowish-white wove 

paper ; perforated 13. The lines of the shading in the central circle, 
like all the other lines, are coarse, and very little darker in one part 
than in another. These said lines are not properly graduated in 
length, so that the white ring round the circle is not equally wide 
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all the way round. The front of the base of the neck comes to the 
very edge of the shadeu lines. The front of the neck and base of 
the chin are very darkly shaded, but the lines all run the same way, 
the horizontal lines which ought to cross the others being absent. 
The mouth is almost shut, the lips level with each other, and the 
expression rather contemptuous. The forward curl of the side of the 
nostril is formed by one line or hook. The front pearl on the top of 
the coronet is invisible, and the three sets of two pearls on the body 
of the coronet cannot he distinguished. There is a distinct dark 
outline to the front of the nose and forehead. · 

Forged. Second Set. 
Lithographed, rather better than the first set, on very white paper, 

wove, thin, and rather hard; perforated 12!f. The lines of shading 
in the central circle are more like the genuine, and darker at the 
back than in the front ; but there is a thin outline joining all their 
ends together. The mouth is shut, and the corner pointing down­
wards. The forward curl of the siue of the nostril is a hooked line, 
as in the first forgery. The front pearl on the coronet is almost in­
visible, but the last one is not at all hidden by the hair, and the three 
sets of two pearls on t.he body of the coronet cannot be distinguished. 
There is a dark outline to the front of the nose and forehead. 

I have found some difficulty in describing these forgeries. The 
lines are tolerably well copied as to position, though the execution is 
execrable. The 1 cent of the seconcl set is the best imitation. 

Postmarks. 
Genuine. A large oval, formed by parallel bars, containing 

numerals. Sometimes only a pen-stroke is found. 
Fm·ged. First set, an oval, formed by three straight lines at top 

and bottom, and five curved lines each side. Second set, a diamond 
of diamond-shaped dots. 

I ssue of 1861. 8~ , 10, 12! Cents. 
Genuine. 

Beautifully engraved in taitle-douce, on ratlier thick, hard, yel­
lowish-white wove paper; perforated 12. The 
Queen's eyes are small, and the pupils can be 
distinctly seen as still darker spots upon the 
clark iris of each eye. The eyebrows are light, 
especially at the outer corners. There is very 
little light upon the hair. There are twenty­
three pearls in the upper row of the necklace, 
and twenty-eight in the lower row, The 
narrow white oval round the central oval con­
tains two very fine clark lines, running all its 
whole length, but they are so fine as hardly to 
be seen at a little distance. 
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Forged. 
Lithographed ; paper much the same as the genuine in colour and 

thickness, but coarse in texture; pin-perforated 13 and l2t. The 
eyes are very large, and the pupi l and iris of each are blotched into 
a large dark spot ; i.e. the pupil cannot be seen in the centre of the 
iri s. The eyebrows are very heavy, almost meeting over the nose. 
There are patches of light all over the hair. The upper row of the 
necklace contains only nineteen pearls, as far as I can see, and the 
lower row has sixteen only. The white oval round the central oval 
is all white; i .e., there are no dark lines in it. 

Postmarks. 
Genuine. An oval of parallel lines, containing numerals as before. 
Forged. An oval of parallel lines, containing something unread­

able; also an oval of four straigh t lines top and bottom, and five 
curved lines each side. 

OLDENBURG. 

Issue of 1855. t Silbergroschen, green. 

Genuine. 

Engraved (?) in black, on soft, coloured wove paper, tolerably thick. 
There is only one type of this value. The mantle behind the arms 
is knotted up without tassels. The cross on the top of the crown is 
partly obliterated by the thin inner line of the top frame, which 
passes right across it. The pointed bottom of the central shield cuts 
into the name-scroll below it, exactly over the centre of the N of 
OLDENBURG. There is no stop after this word. 

Forged. 
Lithographed on thin, rather hard wove paper. The cords which 

knot up the mantle show two tassels each side. The thin inner line 
of the top frame passes quite clear of the cross on the top of the 
crown. The pointed bottom of the central shield does not cut into 
the upper outline of the name-scroll at all. There is a stop after 
OLDENBURG. 

Issue of 1851. -.}6 Thaler, blue. 

Gentdne. 

Engraved (?) on coloured wove paper, rather harder than that of 
the ~ sgr. There are two types of this stamp-one having a thick 
stroke across the top of the A of THALER, and the other having 
hardly any sign of each stroke. In the one having the cross-stroke 
to the A, the bottom point of the central shield cuts far into the out-
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line of the name-scroll below it, exactly over the centre of the N of 
OLDENBURG, ancl actually touching the said letter. In the other type, 
without cross-stroke at the top of the A, the bottom 
point of the central shield only just cuts into the 
outline of the name-scroll, above the first stroke 
of the N of OLDENBURG, and does not touch that 
letter. In this second type the cross on the crown 
is a good deal nearer to the inner line of the top 
frame than in the first type, but not so near as in 
the forgeries. The following points are common 
to both types : there is no stop after OLDENBURG ; 
there is a hollowed-out portion of the shield coming just under the 
beginning of the R of THALER; the l of l SGR. is almost exactly 
horizontal; the name-scroll is at some considerable distance from 
the thin inner outline of the bottom frame, showing some distinct 
scroll-work between the label and the frame. 

Forged. 
Lithographed on thin, hard wove paper. There is a very thin 

stroke across the top of the A cf THALER, very different from the 
short, fat stroke of the genuine first type. The point of the 
central sh ield does not cut into, or even touch, the top outline of the 
name-scroll, and is above the ceutre of the N of OLDENBURG. There 
is a stop after this word. The cross on the crown is very close to the 
thin outline of the frame above it. The hollowed-out portion of the 
central shield comes exactly between the E and R of THALER. The 
l of l SGR. stands upwarcls to the left, so as almost to point to the 0 
of ]o. The name-scroll is very close to the bottom of the stamp, so 
that only some very indistinct marks and blotches are to be seen 
between it and the bottom frame. 

Same Issue. fs Thaler, rose. 
Genuine. 

Engraved (?) as before ; paper decidedly thinner than that of the 
genuine :fa thaler. There are said to be two types of this value, but 
I can only discover one, with a thin stroke across the top of the A of 
THALER, and a similar stroke across the top of the L of that word. 
There is no stop after OLDENBURG ; the 1 of f, touches the bottom 
edge of the mantle above it; the letters GR. of the inscription 4t GR. 
do not touch each other. The fraction-line oft is very short, so that 
its ends do not anything like touch either boundary-line of the con­
taining-scroll. The orb, at the top of the crown, on which the little 
cross stands, is very small, with a little shading on it, but the shading 
does not form a cross on the face of the orb itself. The letters of 
THALER are particularly fat. The scroll containing OLDENBURG 
curves downwards in the centre, so as to go tolerably near the 
bottom line. The colour is a chalky dull pink. 

2 A 
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First Forgery. 

Lithographed on thin, poor paper. The tops of the letters HAL of 
THALER do not show any cross-strokes. There is a stop after OLDEN­

BURG; the 1 of h is some little distance below the bottom of the 
mantle; the letters GR of the left-hand inscription touch each other 
at the bottom. The fraction-line of j is so long as to go completely 
across the label, and to touch the outline on both sides. The orb on 
the crown is much larger than in the genuine, and is so shaded as to 
show on its face a l ight cross on a dark ground. (Of course it will 
be understood that this is in addition to the cross which stands on 
the top of the orb.) The colour of the paper is a pale, washed-out 
sort of pink, with a bluish tinge. 

Second Forgery. 

This is an abominable production, but I thought I might as well 
mention it. Very baJly lithographed, on pink wove paper, much the 
same shade as the genuine, but of a very coarse grain . The letters of 
THALER are tall a11d thin ; the l of{; does not touch the mantle 
above it; the cross on the top of the crown is of solid black, instead 
of having merely a black outline. The scroll containing OLDENBURG 
is straight, instead of curving downwards in the middle. 

Same Issue. -,>6 Thal er , b l ack on yellow. 
Genuine. 

I have only been able to find one type of this Yalue, having cross­
strokes to the tops of HAL of THALER, and a very fine point at the 
bottom of the great shield, touching the outline of the scroll just 
above the centre of the N of OLDENBURG. Engraved as before on 
thick wove paper. The fraction-line of t, in the left-hand inscrip­
tion, touches the l, but not the 5 ; the top of this line touches the 
horder, but the bottom of it is at some little distance from the oppo­
site border of the scroll. The head of the l of this fraction does 
not touch the border of the scroll. The letters GR of this same in­
scription do not touch each other. The hollowed-out portion of the 
shield under the letters ER of THALER is very much wider than the 
similar hollowed-out portion under the beginning of the H of that 
word. There is no shading at the top of the scroll containing 3 SGR. 
The letters of THALER do not touch each other at the bottom. The 
shading iu the background, behind the whole design, is very light ; it 
does not reach up to the tops of the side value-labels, and under the 
OLDENBURG label there is no shading, hut only some very finely-out­
lined scrolls. There is a stop after the name in this value. 

Forged. 

Lithographed on thin, yellow wove paper. The bottom point of the 
central shielcl is rather blunt. In most copies the fraction-line of t 
touches both the l and the 5, and the top and bottom of this line are 
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at equal distances from the outlines of the containing scroll. The 
hea~ of the 1 of } touches the outline of the scroll, and tbe letters 
GR m the same scroll touch each other at the bottom. The hollowed­
out part of the shield, under the letters ER of THALER, is only a very 
little wider than the similar hollowed-out part under the beginning 
of the B of that word. The top end of the 3 SGR. scroll is lightly 
shaded. Most of the letters of THALER touch each other at the 
bottom. The shading in the background, behind the whole design, 
is much too dark; it reaches up almost as high as the ·level of the 
centre of the crown. Under the OLDENBURG label there is a lot of 
dark shading. 

Issue of January, 1858. ~- Groschen, black on green. 
Genuine. 

There are two types of this value, one with and one without pearls 
under the bottom label. The forgers have imitated the type with 
pearls. Engraved in black, on green paper, wove and stout. The 
tail of the G does not touch the R of GROSCHEN, the L of DRITTEJ, is 
almost upright, and the ends of the label are shaded so as to partly 
cover theE of EIN and the EN of GROSCHEN. The lion in the shield 
has four legs, a long upward curling tail, and a peculiar square face, 
without any features. There is a small spot at the left edge uf the 
right-hand oval, and another at the right edge of the left-l1and oval. 
The two l1anging forks of the left-hand end of the OLDENBURG scroll 
are a good distance above the left-hancl oval. The two encls of the top 
part of thia scroll are shaded as far as the L of OLDENBURG on the 
left, and as far as the Ron the right. The fraction-line of the ! on 
each side is as thick as the I, and does not touch either the l or the 
3. The thin inner line of the label, below EIN DRITTEL GROSCHEN, 
extends ri¥ht across the label, and the last pearl on the left side is 
exactly below the R of DRITTEL. 

Forged. 
Lithographed on thin, coarsely wove green paper. The tail of the 

G touches the R of GROSCHEN. The L of DRIT1'EL is very much sloped 
over to the right. There are only a few lines of shading at the ends 
of the bottom label, not covering any of the letters of the inscription. 
The lion's right fore-leg is a mere stump, his tai l is merely a black 
lump on his back, and his face is oval, with a distinct black dot for 
features. There are no black spots in the side ovals. The left fork 
of the left-hand end of the OLDENBURG scroll almost touches the 
outline or the oval beneath it. The two ends of the top part of this 
scroll are not much shaded, so that the shading does not trespass, at 
either end, on the letters of the name. The fraction-line of each 
lt is very thin, and touches the 3 in each case. The thin inner 
fine of the bottom scroll is broken away for a good part of its length, 
only showing under TTEL GRO of DRITTEL GROSCHEN. The last pearl 
on the left-hancl side is exactly under the D of DRITTEL. 
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Same Issue. 1 Groschen, black on blue. 

Genuine. 

Engraved as before, in black, on stout, dull blue wove paper. 
There is only one type of this value. The letters Ga of GROSCHEN 
do not touch each other at the bottom, and the o is small and per­
fectly upright. The lion in the shield has four legs, a long upward­
curling tail, a peculiar sc1uare face, without any features at all, and 
his crown does not touch his head, but is suspended above it. There 
is a small black spot in each of the little side ovals containing the 
figure of value ; the right-hand oval has the spot in the centre of its 
left-hand rim, and the left-hand oval has the spot in the centre of its 
right-hand rim. These two spots are probably the engraver's secret 
marks. The two points of the left-hand end of the OLDENBURG 
scroll are a good distance above the little oval which contains the 
fii?ure of value. The orb and cross stand out well above the outline 
ot the crown, and the top of the cross is cut off obliquely, sloping 
irregularly down from left to right. The rounded sides and lower 
point of the shield are a good distance from the outline of the 
central oval. 

Forged. 

Lithographed on thin, hard, bright chalky blue wove paper. The 
end of the tail of the G of GROSCHEN curls out so as to touch the 
bottom of the R, and the o leans over considerably to the right. The 
lion has only three legs; his tail is a misshapen bunch upon his back, 
not extending higher up than level with the shoulders ; the face is 
oval, with a large black spot in the very centre of it; his crown 
rests on his head. The little side ovals containing the figures of 
value do not show the black spots of the genuine. The two points 
of the hanging end, at the left-hand side of the OLDENBURG scroll, 
are very close to the outline of the small oval beneath, indeed the 
outer point almost touches the oval. The orb does not stand out 
well from the crown, quite half of it being below the outline of the 
crown. The top of the cross on the orb is cut off level. The rounded 
sides and lower point of the shield very nearly touch the outline of 
the central oval. 

Same Issue. 2 Groschen, pink, rose. 

Genuine. 

En<>raved as before, in black, on stout, dull pink or rose wove 
paper~ There is only one type of this value. The letters GR of 
GROSCHEN do not touch each other at the bottom, and the o is small, 
and perfectly upright. The lion in the shield has four distinct legs; 
his face is in profile to the left, showing mouth and tiny eye. There 
is, as before, a black spot in each of the little side ovals, but in this 
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value the dots are inside the ovals, instead of being just on the 
outline. The forked, left ·hand hanging end of the OLDENBURG 
scroll is a long way above the top of the left-hand oval. The orb 
stands well above the crown, hardly touching it, and the cross is 
very small compared with the size of the orb on which it rests. A 
straight-edge, laid along the centre of the oblique stroke of the z of 
ZWEI, would pass through the U of OLDENBURG. 

Forged. 

I,ithographed on bluish-pink paper, wove, thin, and hard. The 
tail of the G of GROSCHEN curl s down so as to touch the bottom 
of the R, and the o is large, and slants slightly to the right. The 
lion has three stumpy legs, and the very indistinct remains of a 
fourth ; he has an oval full face, with ·a black dot in the very centre 
of it, as in the forged l groschen. There is no black spot in either 
of the side ovals. The hanging end of the OLDENBURG scroll almost 
touches the top of the left-hand side oval. The orb does not stand 
out well from the crown, more than half of it being below the top 
outline of the crown; the cross looks considerably bigger than the 
orb upon which it stands. A straight-edge, laid along the centre of 
the oblique stroke of the z of ZWEI, would cut into the D of OLDEN­
BURG. 

Same Issue. 3 Groschen, yellow. 

Genuine. 

Engraved as before, in black, on stout yellow paper. There is only 
one type of this value. The letter D of DREI is curiously sloped at 
the bottom, and the I leans over very much to the right, so that it 
points almost directly towards the centre of the large shield. The 
letters GR of GROSCHEN do not touch each other at the bottom. The 
lion is the same as in the genuine 2 groschen. There is a small 
black spot in the centre of the left-hand edge of the right-hand oval, 
and another similar spot in the centre of the right-hand edge of the 
left-hand oval. The 3 in each oval is much more like an 8 than a 
3. There are only seven pearls below the bottom label. The shading 
on the right-hand end of the said label covers theN and part of the 
E of GROSCHEN. The centre of the OLDENBURG scroll goes right up 
to the top of the stamp. The point at the bottom of the large shield 
is a long way from the bottom of the containing oval. The second 
pearl from the left comes exactly under the r of DREI, and there is 
no pearl under the G of GROSCHEN. 

Forged. 

Lithographed, in very dark black, on thin, yellow wove paper. 
The D of DREI is of the usual shape, and the I is almost upright, a11d 
points to the cross in the left-hand bottom corner of the shield. The 
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letters GR of GROSCHEN touch each other at the bottom . The lion is 
the same as iu the forged 2 groschen. There is no black spot in 
either of the side ovals, and neither 3 could possibly be mistaken 
for an 8. There are nine pearls below the bottom label. The 
shading in the right-hand end of this label does not come anywhere 
near the word GROSCHEN. The OLDENBURG scroll shows a wide 
space between its centre and the top of the stamp. The point at the 
bottom of the large shield almost touches the outline of the oval 
beneath it. The second pearl from the left comes under the space 
between DREI and GROSCHEN, and the third pearl comes exactly 
under the G of this latter word. 

I ssue of December, 1850 . ! Grosch en, yellow on w h ite. 

Genuine. 

There are two types of this stamp-one with and one without 
pearls uelow the bottom scroll. The forgers have imitated the type 
without pearls. Lithographed in colour, on stout white wove paper. 
There are eight pearls on the left-hand arch of the crown, and 
apparently the same number on the right-hand arch. The other 
arches have no pearls along them, but each of them rests upon a 
transverse row of three pearls. The lower inscription reads EIN 

VIERTEL GROSCHEN, and all the small letters of it are of the same 
size and height. The shading on the scrolls is hint; but it can be 
seen easily on the upper scroll as far as the space Letween OL, and on 
the other side as far as the B of OLDENBURG. The lower scroll shows 
some shading all over the EIN, and at the other end, as far as the c 
of GROSCHEN. The right-hand fork of the right-hand end of the 
lower scrcll is a good deal broader than the left-hand fork of the 
same end; and this said right-hand fork almost touches the right­
hand border of the stamp. The point at the bottom of the large 
shield is not v~Jry sharp, and it points towards the top of the L of 
DRITTEL, which is very much sloped over to the right. The o of 
OLDENBURG is quite upright. 

First Forgery. 

Lithographed; paper very much thinner than that of the genuine. 
There are only seven pearls on each of the outer arches of the crown, 
and the other two arches on each side of the central one have pearls 
along them, instead of jewels. The lower inscription reads EIN 
VIRRTEL GROSCHEU, the letters ROSCHEU gradually increasing in 
!wight to the end of the word. The shading of the upper scroll is 
much too clark, and extends too far, leaving only the N of OLDEN ­
BURG free. The same is the case with the shading on the lower 
scroll, which leaves free only the letters TEL GR. The left-hand fork 
of the right-hand end of the lower scroll is a good deal broader than 
its fellow; and the said fellow is a long way from the right-hand 
ed;;e of the stamp. 
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Second Forgery. 

Very much better than the last, and decidedly dangerous. Litho­
;r'apbed ; paper like that of the genuine. The arches of tlie crown 
•re white, and do not show any pearls at all anywhere. The R of 

l VIERTEL is malformed. The shaJing on the left-hand of the OLDEN­
' BURG scroll hardly extends as far as the o ; and there seems to be no 
· ;hading at all at the other enJ of the scroll, which makes it look 
I OJ.nch too white. The shading at the right-hand end of the loJver 
' ;croll only extends as far as the N, and the E before it is ridiculously 
1 too small. The point at the bottom of the shield is very sharp, and 
' it points exactly centrally between the two words VIERTEL GROSCHEN. 
I The L of VIERTEL is upright, and the 0 of OLDENDURG is very much 
~ ;loped over to the right. I have only seen this forgery lately, and 

believe it to be new. 

Same Issue. ;} Groschen, green on white. 
Gen'u,ine. 

Lithographed ; paper as before. There are two types of this value, 
)ne with, and one withotlt pearls below the bottom scroll. 

First Type, with pearls. 

Genuine. This is exactly the same as the k groschen of the 1858 
issue, except that it is printed in green on white, iustead of in black 
on green paper, so that the tests for this value in the 1858 issue will 
serve for the detection of the genuine ;} groschen of this first type. 

· Forged. Exactly the same as the forgery of the ;} groschen of the 
· 1858 issue, except that it is lithographed in green on white paper. 
The tests are the same as for the forgery of the 1858 stamp. 

Second Type, without pearls. 

Genuine. I much regret that I have been unable to get a copy of 
this stamp anywhere; it appears to be decicleuly rare. However, I 
think my readers will be able to detect the forgery from the tests 
given for the!- groschen which follows, as, except for the altered value, 
the forgery of the !J and that of the 1 appear to be identical in type. 

Forged. Lithographed on rather hard, very white wove paper. 
Only the N of . OLDENBURG is free from shading, and also the TEL G 
of EIN DR!'rTEL GROSCHEN. The stamp is exactly the same as the 
forgery of the~ groschen next to be described, except, as I have said, 
for the alteration in valne. 

Same Issue. ! Groschen, yellow-brown. 
Genuine. 

Lithographed ; paper as before. There are two types, one with 
pearls below the bottom scroll, and one without them. It is the 
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type without pearls which has been imitated by the forgers. There 
are eight pearls on the left-hand arch of the crown, and ten pearls on 
the right-hand arch. The other three arches have no pearls along 
them, but each of them rests upon a transverse row of three pearls. 
The lion seems to have only three legs, but they are of the proper 
length. There is no white patch at the bottom point of the shield. 
The little white patches containing the figure of value, t, are slightly 
oval in shape; the fraction-line of the right-hand i extends to the 
bottom of the oval. The right-hand half of the forked end of the 
bottom scroll, above N of GROSCHEN, is much more sharply pointed 
than its fellow ; and, in the forked end of the upper scroll above it, 
the half below G of OLDENBURG hangs a good deal lower than its 
fellow. The middle of the upper scroll is almost entirely free from 
shading, behind the letters DENB of OLDENBURG. There is a good 
space between the end of HALBER and the beginning of GROSCHEN. 

Forged. 

Lithographed on white wove paper, a good deal thinner than that 
of the genuine. There are only seven pearls on each of the outer 
arches of the crown ; the centre arch is badly drawn, and the other 
two remaining arches have pearls on them instead of jewels. The 
lion shows the stumps of four legs. There is a white patch in mos~ 
of the forgeries at the bottom point of the shield. The white 
patches, containing the fraction-value, ~' are almost circular; the 
fraction-line of the right-hand ~ does not touch the bottom of the 
circle. Both forks of the right-hand end of the bottom scroll are 
rounded, and both forks of the right-hand enJ. of the top scroll hang 
quite level. The vertical lines of shading on the upper scroll are so 
numerous as to leave only theN of OLDENBURG entirely free. The R 
of HALDER almost touches the G of GROSCHEN, aud the scroll con­
taining these words has far too much shading on it, leaving free only 
BER and G of these words. The final letters, EN, of GROSCHEN are 
quite illegible. 

Same Issue. 1 Groschen, blue on white. 

Genuine. 

Lithographed in blue, on tluck, white wove paper. The tests 
are exactly the same as tho'e for the genuine 1 groschen, black 
on blue paper, of the 1858 issue. 

Forged. 

Lithographed in hlue, on thin , white wove paper. The tests are 
exactly the same as those for the forged 1 groschen, black on blue 
paper, of the 1858 issue. 
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Sa me Issue. 2 Grosch en , r ed on white . 
Genuine. 

Lithographed in rose, on thick, white wove paper. Tests the same 
as in the genuine 2 groschen, black on red paper, of the 1858 issue. 

First Forgery. 
Lithographed in scorlet, on thi n, white wove paper. Tests the same 

as for the forged 2 groschen, black on red, of the 1858 issue. 

Second Forgery. 
Very nicely lithographed in vermilion, on very white wove paper, 

moderately stout. The letters GR of GROSCHEN touch each other at 
t ho bottom, and the o slants over a good deal to the left. The side 
ovals contain the coloured dots like the genuine, but they are very 
small, and too high up. The hanging enils of the OLDENBURG scroll , 
"1\·hich ought to be almost as wide as the scroll itsel f, are very much 
narrower ; and the left-hand fork of the left-hand end of the said 
scroll hangs much lower than its fellow, instead of being level with 
it. A straight edge, laid along the centre of the oblique stroke of 
the z of zwEr, would pass through the B of OLDENBURG. The tops 
of the side-ovals, which ought to be considerably above the level of 
the top of the shield, are only j ust about level with it. There ought 
to be eight pearls visible below ZWEI GROSCHEN, but there are only 
seven in this forgery, the one under the space between no of 
GROSCHEN being missing. This forgery is infinitely better than any 
of the others, and is decidedly dangerous. I have only lately seen it. 

Same Issue. 3 Groschen , y ellow on white. 
Genuine. 

Lithographed in yellow, on thick, white wove paper. Tests the 
same as in the genuine 3 groschen of the 1858 issue. 

Forged. 
Lithographed in yellow, on thin, white wove paper. Tests the 

same as for the forged 3 groschen of the 1858 issue. 

Postmarks. 
Genuine. An oblong fratHe, l~ inch wide, and ! an inch high, 

apparently always in blue, containing name of town and date in two 
l ines ; also a double circle, with name between the circles, and date 
in the centre, in blue ; also a pen-and-ink cross. 

Forged. 
An oblong frame, always in black; same width as the genuine, 

but fr inch high ; inscribed, in two lines, OLDENBURG IM GROSSHER­
ZOGTHUM. 
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ORANGE FREE STATE. 

Issue of 1868. l d ., 6d., l s . 

Gen1<ine. 

Engraved in epargne, on thin, slightly surfaced, white wove paper; 
perforated 14. There are seventy-nine horizontal lines of shadincr 
l:ehind tile tree, &c., and, thongh the uppermost line is very close t~ 
the tlnck outlme above it, the lowest line is so far from the thick 
";:;;~;;::;::.;:;;:~~ outline below it that there is almost room to add 
" another line at the 1ottom. The top of the tree 

touches the top line of shading, but not the thick 
outline above it. The loops or rings at the top of 
the cords from which the post-horns hang are large 
enough to show a line of the background through 
each of them. The ring from which the lowest 
post-horn hangs is exactly beneath the centre of 
the trunk of the tree. The knot at t he left side 
of the trunk occupies the space of three of the 

horizontal l ines. The N and J of ORA:<JE do not touch each other, 
and the stop after STAAT is large. There is an equal breadth of white 
space between the horizontullines and each of the side frames; i.e., 
the central lines do not reach entirely from side to side of the central 
rectangle, but leave a white band of equal 1readth down both right 
and left sides of the rectangle. 

Forged. 

Lithographed on ordinary, very white wove paper, rather thick ; 
unperforated, or perfomtecl 12 or l2k. There are only seventy-four 
horizontal lines of shading in the central rectangle, and they come 
quite close np to the thick outline of the frame at the bottom, but 
leave almost space enough for another line at the top; this is exactly 
the reverse of the genuine. The top of the tree touches the thick 
outline of the frame above it. The loops or rings at the top of the 
post-horn cords are very small, and the left-hand one is the on ly one 
which usually shows a line of the horizontal shading through it. 
The ring from which the lowest post-hom hangs is too far to the 
right. The knot at t.he left si de of the trunk of the tree is too large, 
nnd occupies the space of four of the horizontal lines. The tails of 
theN and J of ORANJE touch each other, and the stop after STAAT is 
very small. The ends of the horizontal Jines of shading in the 
central rectangle come too near to the left si<le of the frame, leaving 
a uroader space of white down the right side than down the left. 
The lettering of the forgeries is all in thinner type than that of the 
genuine. 
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Postmarks. 

Genttine. An oval of short, parallel horizontal lines, surrounding 
a small circle containing a numeral ; also a double circle, with name 
between the circles, and date, &c., in the centre. 

Forged. A single circle, containing lettering; also an outlined 
oval, filled with six oblique parallel bars, after the style of the old 
Spanish stamps. 

PACIFIC STEAM NAVIGATION COMPANY. 

As the forgeries of these stamps are, perhaps, more widely 
scattered than any oth er counterfeit known to me, I must needs 
mention them here. But unfortunately I have not been able to 
get hold of any of the genuine, and therefore I am compelled 
to take Mr. Atlee's description of them from t he Philatelist, 
instead of describing them for myself. 

1 R eal , b lue, carmine . 

Genuine. 

Finely engraved in taille-douce, in blue, on wove paper, blued by 
the gum (1857), or in carmine, on white laid paper (1858). Every 
detail of the stamp is extremely clear and distinct. The s is joined 
to the stop after it, and the top of the l almost touches the oval. 
The ship is sailing to the left. 

Forged. 

Lithographed, in all sorts of colours-red, red-brown, blue, pink, 
orange, yellow, green-on yellowish-white wove paper. Mr. Atlee 
says that there is a clear space between the s and the stop after it, 
but I have found forgeries with the clot touching the s. T he engine­
turning is very indistinct, and the shading in the central oval is 
coarse. There is a slight space between the top of the l of ~ and 
the oval frame. The whole design is very poor. The ship is sailing 
to the left, as in the genuine. 

2 R eal es, red-brown, b lue . 

Genuine. 

Finely engraved in taille-douce, in red-brown, 
on wove paper, blued by the gum (1857), and 
in blue, on white laid paper (1858). The desigu 
is the same as that of the l real, but the ship 
is sailing to the right. 
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Forged. 

Lithographed, as before, on yellowish-white wove paper, in a 
variety of colours. The design is simi lar to that of the forged l 
real, and the ship is sailing to the left, as in the l real. 

Some time ago I saw a couple of new forgeries of these stamps. 
They were very superior to the counterfeits just described, but I saw 
them for such a short time that I had no opportunity to take notes, 
more especially as I have no genuine specimens. These said forgeries 
were on very thick, very white wove paper, and the imitation of 
taille-donce engine-turning was remarkably successful. 

Reprints. 

These stamps were reprinted, date unknown, on white wove paper, 
colours as follows: l real, blue, carmine, yellow, green; 2 reales, 
blue, carmine, yellow, green, brown. 

As the originals were always on either blente wove paper or white 
laid, these reprints on white wove can easily be detected. They are, 
of course, always unused. 

Postmarks. 
Genuine. I do not remember the genuine cancelled otherwise than 

by a pen-stroke. 
Forged. Several concentric circles, after the manner of the old 

Bad.ens, &c. 
N.B.-It will be remembered that I have taken all the differing 

points above-named from l\Ir. Atlee's description, 110t having the 
genuine stamps myself. 

PAPAL STATES. 
I ssue of 1852-65 . 50 Bajocchi, b lue. 

Genuine. 
Engraved in epargne, on thick, hard, yellowish-white wove paper. 

The F of FRANCO is very clear and distinct, and its bottom stroke 
projects to the right, quite as far as the top 
arm. The P and T of POSTALE have wide 
bottom strokes, and the L has a wide top 
stroke ; the upright first stroke of the E of 
this worcl is straight. The A of BAJ is 
sharply pointed, and both its bottom strokes 
are of equal width. The groundwork of the 
tiara, between the crowns, is "·hite. The two 
ribbons, each side of the tiara, show a long 

dark fringe at their ends, but this fringe is not forked. The tassels 
are not forked, and they are joined to the keys by cords which are 
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composed of dotted lines. The cross on the top of the tiara appears 
to be merely a short lump, and it is a long way below the LL of 
BOLLO. In each corner of the stamp there is what appears to be an 
oak-leaf; the central vein of each leaf is very short, reaching from 
near the point to about the centre of the leaf, and not going near to 
the short projection inside the base of the leaf, which seems to be 
intended as part of the vein. The whole stamp is slightly indented 
or sunk into the paper, in the manner of epargne, and the stop after 
BAJ is quite deeply indented. There is a sort of fringe of twenty-two 
short lines in the frame below BAJ; there are sixteen similar lines in 
the fringe to the left of BAJ; seventeen in the fringe to the left of 
FRANCO; eighteen or nineteen in the fringe above co BOL; about 
sixteen in the fringe above LO ros ; sixteen to the right of TALE ; 
fifteen to the right of 50, and eighteen below 50. These are the 
numbers as nearly as I can make out, but they are difficult to count. 

First Forgery. 

This is very poor, and can easily be detected. It is lithographed 
on yellowish-white laid paper. The bottom stroke of the F of 
FRANCO is very short. The P and T of POSTALE have hardly any 
bottom strokes. The top stroke to the L of this word is also very 
short. The A of BAJ is distinctly rounded at the top, and its right­
hand bottom stroke is much wider or longer than the corresponding 
left-hand one. The ground work of the tiara, between the crowns, 
is darkly shaclecl with vertical lines, placed so close together as almost 
to touch. The fringe at the end of each of the ribbons, on each side 
of the tiara, is very short and distinctly forked. Each of the four 
tassels is deeply forked. This is a very easy test. The cords joining 
the tassels to the keys are composed of unbroken lines instead of 
clotted ones. The cross on the top of the tiara is very distinctly 
drawn, and it goes very close to the bottom of the first L of BOLLO. 
The veins in the corner oak-leaves are very long, extending from the 
very base of each leaf to within less than one-eighth of an inch 
from the point. The whole impression, including the stop after BAJ, 
is flat, not in the least sunk into the paper. The fringe below BAJ 
contains twenty-two lines ; the one to the left of BAJ has seventeen; 
the one to the left of FRANCO has eighteen ; the one above co BOL 
has twenty-one ; the one above Lo POS has twenty-three; the one to 
the right of 'rALE has seventeen ; the one to the right of 50 has 
seventeen, and the one below 50 has twenty-three. These lines are 
easy to count. 

Second Forgery. 

Lithographed on thick, rough, very hard, white wove paper. The 
F of FRANCO is ven; badly drawn, the bottom part being apparently 
all doubled up or broken. This will be found the best test for this 
forgery. The upright first stroke of the E of POSTALE is not straight, 
but considerably curved in the centre. The A of BAJ is blunt at the 
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top, and its right-hand bottom stroke is considerably longer or wider 
than the corresponding left-hand one. The ends of the ribbons each 
side of the tiara are clumsy, and do not look like fringes. The tassels 
are j oined to the keys by continuous lines instead of dotted ones. 
The cross on the top of the tiara is a sort of lump, as in the genuine, 
but it is much too long, too pointed, and is bent over to the right, 
besides being much too near to the first L of BOLLO. The whole 
impression is flat on the paper, instead of being rather sunk into it. 
The fringes in the border of the stamp are perfectly uncountable, 
the lines being all blotched together. I have not been able to count 
any one of the sets ; indeed the whole impression is very much 
blotched, though I do not lay much stress on this point, as the 
genuine stamps are sometimes not very clearly printed. With th e 
exceptions just mentioned this stamp is a most excell ent copy of the 
genuine, and I fancy that most amateurs might be deceived by it. 

Postmarb. 

Genuine. A diamond-shaped frame, containing fi 1·e parallel bars; 
also two small concentric circles, with name in between the circles, 
and elate, &c., in the centre. 

Forged. A diamond-shaped frame, containing six parallel bars; 
also a blue wavy postmark, the shape of which I have not been able 
to make out ; also a pen-stroke. 

Same Issue. 1 Scudo, red. 

Genuine. 

Engm1·ed in epargne, on thick, rather hard, yellowish-white wove 
paper. The cross at the top of the tiara does not touch the L above 
it, aml the three crowns on the said tiara are parallel with each other, 
and horizontal, or rather, very slightly arched. The F of FRANCO has 

a very large bottom stroke, and the bottom 
of the oblique stroke of the N is decidedly 
blunt. In the word POSTALE the bottom 
stroke of the P is quite as long as the width 

" of the projecting top of the letter ; the top 
of the A is rather rounded, without any cross­
stroke at the top of it ; the bottom stroke 
of the T is quite as wide as the top stroke ; 

the thick first stroke of the E is not at all curved, the ton&ue of 
it is in the centre of the letter, and the bottom limb is plainly 
larger than the top one. In the word scuno the tail of the c bends 
very slightly outwards, so as apparently to point towards the centre 
of the following u ; the D is properly shaped, and the o has rather a 
clumsy look. The cross in the wards of the left-hand key is better 
made than the one in the wards of the right-hand key. Neither of 
the ribbons touches the tiara, and each end finishes oft' with a distinct 
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and very clark fringe. All four of the large tassels are about the 
same size and shape. If the tassels be supposed to be snakes, the 
upper one on the right-hand side is looking horizontally to the right, 
below the upper lettering ; and the upper one on the left-hand side 
is looking horizontally to the left, below the upper lettering. The 
circular handle over the o of scuoo is firmly attached to th e shaft of 
the key, but the similar circular handle over the c of scuoo only 
just touches the shaft of the key. 

First Forgery. 

Lithographed on rather thin, very white wove paper. The cross at 
the top of the tiara does not touch the L above it. The F of FRANCO 
has hardly any bottom stroke. The top of the A of POST ALE is flat, 
and bears a small cross stroke on it. The top half of the E of this 
word is much larger than the bottom half. The bottom of the D of 
scuoo is slanted absurdly up to the right, instead of being flat. This 
is perhaps the easiest test for this forgery. The cross in the wards 
of the left-hand key is much more crooked than the one in the wards 
of the right-hand key, thus just reversing the test of the genuin e. 
The right-hand ribbon touches the side of the tiara. The bottom 
stroke of the T of POST ALE is very much shorter than the top stroke, 
and it does not touch the bottom of the following A. The N of 
FRANCO is badly made, having the last vertical stroke drawn too 
much to the left, so that it cuts almost into the middle of the 
oblique stroke, instead of joining its end. The upper right-hand 
tassel ends in a large, dark ball, very different from the other tassels. 
The colour is a sort of rosy-vermilion, very much more intense than 
the genuine. 

Second Forgery. 

This is hand-stamped from a die. I have only seen it struck in 
black on a card, so cannot tell what sort of paper is used for the 
real counterfeits. It hails from Breslau, and, I believe, as the die is 
exceedingly well clone, its procluctions will probably be offered as 

· reprints. The tests are as follows : the crowns on the tiara slant 
downwards to the left (this is more especially clear with the upper­
most crown) ; the bottom of the oblique stroke of the N of FRANCO 
is quite sharp. In the word POS1'ALE the bottom stroke of the pis 
very short, not anything like as long as the width of the projecting 
upper part of the letter ; the bottom stroke of the T is also very 
short, especially upon the left-hand side; the thick first stroke of 
theE is curved, as though it had a bend in its back; the tongue is a 
little too low, and the top limb projects slightly more than the 
bottom one. In the word scuno the tail of the c does not curve 
outwards at all, and it appears to point towards the top of the 
following u ; the o is of a nice oval shape. There appears to be a 
fringe to the end of each of the ribbons, but the fringes are not 
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dark. The lower tassels are darker than the upper ones ; and, sup­
posing them to be snakes, the right-hand upper one appears to be 
looking upwards, directly at the E of POSTALE, and the left-hand 
upper one appears to be looking just below the F of FRANCO. The 
key and handle over the c of scuno are only very slightly joined 
together, but the key and handle over the o of sccno scarcely touch 
each other at all. With these exceptions this forgery corresponds 
very closely with the genuine in all points of the design. 

Postmarks. 

Gennine. A large, outlined diamond, containing five parallel bars; 
also a diamond of square dots, not outlined. 

Forged. An outlined diamond, like the genuine, but containing 
six parallel bars ; also a pen-stroke. 

Issue of 1867. 2 Cents, green . 

Gennine. 

Engraved in (paTgne, in black, on medium wove glace paper, white 
at the back, but coloured green on the face. 
The F of FRANCO does not touch the inner line 
of the frame, and the N has a cross·stroke to 
each of its vertical lines. The cross on the tiara 
comes under the middle of the first L of BOLLO. 
The two ribbons are at equal distances from 
the tiara, and neither of them touches it. The 
ribbons or cords hanging between the keys, be­

low the tiara, are formed by dotted lines. The c of CENT is a good 
distance above the bottom outline of the frame. 

Forged. 

Lithographed in blue, on very thick, hard, white wove paper, not 
glace, and not coloured green on the lace. The F of FRANCO touches 
the outline of the frame to the left of it ; the N has no cross-stroke 
at the top of its last upright line. The cross on the tiara comes 
exactly under the space between the LL of ROLLO. The right-hand 
riLbon almost touches the tiara, whilst the left-hand ribbon is at a 
considerable distance from it. The ribbons or cords below the tiara, 
between the keys, are formed by unbroken lines, instearl of dotted 
ones. The c of CENT touches the outline of the frame below it. 

Postmarks. 

Gem!ine. The diamond of square clots above described. 
Forged. My only specimen of this forgery is uncancelled. 
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PARAGUAY. 

Issue of 1870. 1 Real, rose-pink. 
Genuine. 

Engraved in epargne,·on very slightly yellowish-white wove paper, 
tolerably thick and hard. The lion is standing upon a piece of ground, 
the boundary line of which is about level with the 
stops l;lefore and after UN REAL. His feet barely 
touch the outline of the shaded circle. The rest of 
the circle, above the ground, is shaded with fine 
horizontal lines, without any dark bands across the 
circle. Ronnel the 1 in each corner there is, first 
of all, the dark outer line, then a tolerably broad 
white circle, then an inner dark circle, then a very 
narrow white circle, then the dark outline of the 
shaded background to the numeral. The lion is shaded nearly all over, 
and his mane appears to be the darkest portion of the whole stamp. 
TheE of REPUBLICA is properly drawn. The pole supporting the cap 
of Liberty is shaded nearly all over, and where it is not shaded the 
lines of the background can be seen through it. The cap of Liberty 
does not touch the outline of the circle above it. The side-stroke of 
each figure 1 ends with an ornamental curl. 

Forged. 

Poorly lithographed, on very white wove paper, thinner than that 
of the genuine, hut quite as hard. The artist has evidently failed to 
see that the lion is standing on the ground, for he has made him 
stand upon the inner outline of the circle, and has drawn six thick 
dark bands across the circle, at equal distances, to make them 
uniform with the one thick band which represents the horizon in the 
genuine. The circles round the corner-figures are badly copied. Out­
side there is the outer dark circle, then a narrow white space, then 
the rest is blotchy, only showing parts of the other lines and spaces. 
The face of the lion is quite white, and the~:e are large white patches 
down the sides of his body, parts of the mane being also white. The 
E of REPUBLICA is broken, and badly shaped. The lion appears to 
be grinning, and one of his eyes is shut. All the upper part of the 
pole is white, and the lines of the background cannot be seen through 
it. The cap of Liberty touches the outline of the circle, under the 
beginning of the E of DEL, and it has a patchy appearance, instead of 
being shaded all over. The side-stroke of each figure 1 is a plain 
oblique line, without any ornamental curl. 

Postmarks. 
Gemtine. A double circle in blue, with name between the circle~, 

and date in the centre. 
2 B 
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Forged. An oval, formed by fonr straight lines at top and bottom, 
and five curved lines each side. 

The forgeries are Reparated from each other by lines, and the 
colour is a more chalky rose than that of the genuine. 

PARMA. 

I ssue of 1852. 5, 15, 25 Centes, colour on white . 
G'enuine. 

Apparently lithographed, on medium, yellowish-white wove paper. 
The point of the jleur-de-lys does not touch the outline of the circle 
above it ; indeed, there are two lines of the shading of the central 

circle to be seen between the point of the jleur-de­
lys and the top of the circle. Each of the three 
tails of the jlew·-de-lys bears a line of shading in it. 
The little cross on the top of the crown touches 
the border above it, exactly between the two words 
STAT! PARM. There is only one stop after PARM, 
an.! that is level with the centre of the M. The 
gruundwork behind the jleur-dc-lys is formed br 
fifty-seven fine lines, set very close together; and 

the ground work behind the crown is form ed by very tiny, square, 
coloured dots. There is a round white stop between the words 
STAT! PARM. The broad white circle surrounding the flwr-dc-lys 
goes as near to the white lines of the frame to right and left of it 
as it does to the white line of the frame below it. Each of the two 
outer arches of the crown bears four good-sized pearls, and each of 
the inner arches bears three similar pearls. 

First Forgery. 
Lithographed on thin, very coarsely-"·ove paper. The point of the 

jle1w-de-lys touches the outline of the circle above it. The right­
hand tail of the fleur-de-lys has no line of shading in it. The little 
cross on the top of the crown comes u11der the I of STAT!. There 
are two stops, like a colon, after PARM. The groundwork behind the 
jlcur-rle-lys is formed by thirty-eight lines of shading, far apart ; and 
the groundwork behind the crown is formed by crossed, vertical 
and horizontal lines of colour. The white circle round the jleur-de­
lys is nearer the frame at the left-hand side am\ bottom than it is at 
the right-hand side. 

Second Forgery. 
Lithographed on coarse wove paper, rather thicker than in the last 

forgery. There is only one line of shading to be seen between the 
point of the jleur-de-lys and the outline of the circle above it. The 
~ittle cross on the top of the crown is nearer to the I than to the P. 
The groundwork behind the jleur-de·lys is formed by forty-one lines 
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of shading; and the groundwork behind the crown is formed by 
short, crooked, irregular lines, making a sort of "crinkly" pattern. 
'l'here is a large hyphen between th e words S1'A1'I PARM. The broad 
white circle smTOUIH.ling the fleur-rle-lys is at· some little distance from 
the side-frames, allowing a portion of the groundwork to be seen 
between the frame and the nearest portions of the circle. Each of the 
outer arches of the crown bears five pearls, and each of the inner 
arches has four pearls. 

Third Forgery. 
Lithographed, on medium, wove paper, not so coarsely made as in 

the other forgeries. The little cross on the top of the crown is under 
the I of STAT!. The groundwork behind the flew·-de-lys is formed by 
fifty-three horizontal lines of shading, and the groun<lwork behind 
the crown is formed by vertical rows of oblong dots. There is no 
stop at all between the words STATI PAIUL The white circle round 
the fleur- de-lys is slightly nearer to the left-hand than to the right­
hand frame. The left-hand arch of the crown bears seven pearls; 
the right-hm!d arch has five, and the inner arches four each. 

Fow·th Forgery. 
Very .coarsely lithographed, on thick wove paper. There seems to 

he only one line of shading between th e point of the flenr-de-lys and 
the top of the outline above it. The middle tail of the jle>w--de-lys 
has no line of slHttling in it. The cross on the top of the crown 
appears to be under the r of S'l'ATL There is no stop after PARM, 
and none before S'l'ATI; and the one between STAT! PAR'I is level 
with the bottom of the letters, instead of level with their centres. 
The groundwork behind the flew·-de-lys is formed by twenty-eight 
lines of shading, very thick and coarse; and the groundwork behind 
the crown is composed of a l>lotchy pattem, which it is impossible 
to make out. The circle round the flew·-de-lys is a very long way 
from the side frames, instead of touching them, ancl it does not 
touch th e bottom frame either, though it is nearer to this latter than 
to the others. This is an easy test. The stamp is so blotched that 
the pearls on the crown c:mnot be seen at all, much less counted. 

PostrnaTks. 
Genuine. A large double circle, with name between the circles, 

and date in the centre; also a single circle, much smaller, with 
name and date; also name in large capital letters, without any frame; 
also the same in two lines of inscription; also a small rectangular 
frame, not a quarter the si7.e of the stamp, containing a lattice-work 
of crossed oblique, parallel bars. 

Forged. J!'iTSt Set. The lattice-work rectangl e above described. 
Second Set. Five concentric circles; also the Spanish oval, "grid­

iron" pattern. 
Thinl Set. A word in large capitals. 
Fourth Set. Four very thin concentric circles. 
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Issue of 1852- 57. 5 , 10, 15, 25, 40 Centes, black on colour. 

Genuine. 
Apparently engraved in epargne; paper rather thinner than that 

of the first issue. The type is exactly the same as that of the first 
issue, so that the tests of the genuine already given will serve for 
the genuine of this issue, except that the stamps are printed in black 
on coloured paper, instead of in colour on white paper. 

Forged. 
All the four types of forgeries described in the first issue, but 

printed in black on coloured paper. Tests the same as in the four 
forged sets. 

Postmarks. 
Genuine and forged as in the first issue. 

I ssue of 1857-59. 15, 25, 40 Centes. 

Genuine. 
Engraved in epargne, on stout, yellowish-white wove paper. There 

are twenty-nine horizontal lines of shading in the oval, counting 
down the left-hand side. The three lower limbs or branches of the 

,..,..-----. jle1tr-de-lys are of a good size, about half as large 
as the corresponding upper limbs, and each of the 
six limbs has a line of shadin" in it. The tail of 
the c of CENT is made exactly like the head. The 
left-hand branch, outside the shield, bears six oak· 
leaves and only two acorns; the right-hand branch 
bears one olive-berry on the inner side of the double 

5 CENT. stem, to the left of the lowest bunch of leaves. 
Three of the horizontal lines of shading can be 

seen between the top of the jlwr-de-lys and the outline of the oval 
above it. The stop after ECC is small and round. All the arches of 
the crown are equally well-made and distinct. The two branches do 
not touch the frame or the shield anywhere. 

First Forgery. 

Lithographed on stout, coarsely-wove, very white paper. There 
are only twenty-seven horizontal lines of shading in the oval, count· 
ing down the left side. The three lower limbs of the jle!tr-de-lys are 
very much smaller than the corresponding upper limbs, and the right 
and left lower limbs do not appear to have the line of shading in 
them. The c of CENT has a head but no tail, just like an ordinary 
En"lish capital c. The left-hand branch bears seven oak-leaves and 
tln·~e acorns; the right-hand branch has no olive-berry on it. Five 
of the lines of shading can be seen between the top of the jleur-de· 
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lys and the outline of the oval above it. The second arch of the 
crown, counting from the left, is smaller than the rest, and badly 
drawn. The left-hand branch touches the frame in one place, and 
almost touches it in another. 

Second Forgery. 

Lithographed on soft, thick, very yellowish-white wove paper, eo 
coarsely made that it might be mistaken for laid. There are only 
twenty-five lines of shad ing in the shield, counting down the left 
side. The right and left lower limbs of the flew·-de -lys have no line 
of shading in them. The head and tail of the c of CEN1' are pretty 
much alike, but without the knobs or points of the genuine. The 
right-band branch shows the stem where the olive-berry ought to be, 
bnt the berry itself is not there. Only two lines of shading can lJe 
seen between the top of the fleur-de-lys and the outline of the oval 
above it. The stop after ECC is a dash. This is the easiest test for 
this counterfeit. The middle arch of the crown is crooked, and the 
arch to the left of it is very indistinctly drawn. The olive-branch 
touches the shield in one place. 

This forgery is blotchy, but it has an exceedingly deceptive look, 
much more so than the first forgery. 

Postrrw,rks. 
Genuine. A large double circle, generally in red, with name be­

tween the circles, and date in the centre; also a single circle, generally 
in black, with name and date ; also a rectangle, containing a lattice­
work of oblique lines. 

Forged. First Set. U ncancelled. 
Second Set. The oblong with lattice-work, but the corners of the 

oblong are very decidedly roundeu oft'; also a large diamond, con­
taining oblique parallel lines. 

Issue of 1853- 57. 6, 9 Cent, black on colour. 
Issue. of 1859. Same type 5, 10, 20, 40, 80 Cent., colour 

on white. 

Genuine. 

Engraved in epa1·gne, on stou t wove paper. The frame of the stamp 
is composed of three lines, the middle one of the 
tln·ee being considerably nearer to the outside than 
to the inside line; indeed the outer and middle lines 
are fre(luenlJy found blotched together. All the lines 
of the outer octagon are di sti nctly hollowed inwards, 
or t.:oncave, but of course the shorter sides are not 
:;o much hollowed as the longer ones. The I of 
sTAl'I has no cross-stroke at the top, and the I of 

PARllEXSI often wants part of its bottom stroke. The c of CEX-
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TE~IMI has a tail exactly like its head, after the manner of the foreign 
capital c. The last I of this word has h~rdly any top stroke. None. 
of the letters of the inscription touch the frame anywhere. The 

. letters of CENTESIMI are much .smaller than those of PARMENsr, 

and the ftgures of value are exactly the same height as the letters of 
CENTESIMI. The outer line of the frame is not very much thicker 
than the other two. The middle v-part of the M of PARMENoi does 
not come anything like down to the bottom of the letter; indeed it 
does not come much lower than the tongue of the E which follows it; 

First Forgery. 

Lithographed on moderately stout wove paper. The middle line 
of the three composing the octagonal frame is exactly central between 
the uther two lines. The short sides of the octagon are very nearly 
straight. The 1 of STAT! has a very distinct cross-stroke at the top. 
The tail of the c of CENTESIMI is rather like the head, .but not 
exactly like it. The last I of this word has a large cross-stroke at 
the top of it. The letters of CE:-ITESBII are very neal'ly as large as 
those of PARMENSI, and the figures of value are distinctly taller than 
the letters of PARMENSI. The outer line of the frame is a good deal 
thicker than the other two lines. The middle v-~art of the M of 
PARMENSI comes clown quite to the very bottom of the letter. 

Second Forgery. 

Besides the values given above, this set contains an altogether 
imaginary value-" 60 centesimi." Lithographed on thick, hard, 
ftnely-wove paper. The outer line of the frame is absurdly thick, 
being eight or ten times thicker than the other two, and the middle 
line is, if anything, rather nearer to the inner than to the outer one. 
The short outlines of the octagon are pe1jectly straight. Every I of 
the inscription has a large top stroke and a large bottom stroke. The 
c of CENTESIMI has no tail, and is exactly like the ordinary English 
capital c. The bottom of the P of PARMENSI touches the frame to 
the left of it. The letters of CENTESIMI are too small, and the figures 
of value are very much taller than the letters of this latter · word. 
The middle v-part of the M of CENTESIMI comes quite down to the 
bottom of the letter. This is not nearly so good a forgery as the 
one ju;t described. 

Postma1·ks. 

Genuine. A large double circle, with name between the circles, 
and date in the centre ; also a single circle, containing na1ne and 
date. 

Forged. Fi1'Bt Set. Uncancelled. 
Second Set. FiYe parallel rows of large oblong clots; also the 

same with a pen-stroke added ; also a shapeless blotch. 
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PERSIA. 
Issue of 1876. 1, 2, 4, 8 Sha hi. 

Genuine. 
Lithographed (1) on thick, white wove paper, 

usually rouletted, and on tlun paper, unperforated. 
The 2 shahi is, it is said, also found perforated 
13, but I have not seen a specimen. The lion is 
full-faced, his tail is thin and tapering, with a 
distinct dark blot in the centre of the tassel of 
it. The white line on which the lion stands does 
not touch the circle of pearls either side. The 
pearls are small and regular. The lion has a very 
full beard. 

Forged. 

375 

Very nicely lithographed, on thick, white wove paper; unperfor­
ated, or perforated 13. The lion is only three-quarter-faced; his 
tail is thick for its whole length, and the tassel is quite white, with 
no clot in the centre of it. The white line on which the lion stands 
touches the ci rcle of pearls on the right, and almost touches it on 
the left. Tt1e pearls ;;tre rather large, and vary in size. The lion's 
mane is very white, and th ere seems to be no beard at all just under 
the chin . As a rule these forgeries are much better-looking than 
the genuine. 

Postrna,-/cs. 
Genuine. Usually a large circle, containing name, &c., in English 

and Persian characters. 
Forged. Usually uncancelled, but occasionally with a few shape­

less blotches. 

Issue of 1877- 10 Shahi, black and blue_ 

I have only seen the 10 shahi, but there exists a full set. 
The tests for the 10 shahi will serve for the others. 

Genuine. 

Printed in two colours, on moderately stout, 
white wove paper; perforated 13. The face of 
the Sbah is entirely covered with dark lines. 
The cap comes clown somewhat lower over the 
right eye, on the left side of the stamp, than it 
does over the left eye, on the right side of the 
stamp. There are sixteen pearls visible in the 
fastening of the aigrette in the cap. The lion 
has two horizontal lines across his forehead, his 

tail tapers slightly to the end, and the tassel is plainly forked. He 
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holds a sword in his right paw, and the little black line on which 
he stands touches the border on the right side of the stamp, but not 
on the left. 

FIYfged. 

Lithographed on white wove paper, rather thin ; pin-pricked 13. 
The lace of the Shah is very little shaded, and looks more like that 
of a white man. The cap is put on very nearly level ; or, if at all 
sloped, it comes down slightly further over the left eye, to the right 
of the stamp. The aigrette only shows nine pearls. There are no 
horizontal lines across the forehead of the lion; his tail is about the 
same thickness for its whole length, aud the tassel at the end of it 
seems to be a very little forked in some copies, but not decideclly, as 
in the genuine. The sword seems to be in the left paw, but it is not 
easy to say for certain which paw holds it. The little black line on 
which the lion stands touches the black border on both sides. 

Postmarks. 
Genuine. The same cancellation as in the issue just described. 
Forged. A large rectangle of S<[ uare dots. 

PERU. 

Issue of 1860. 1 Dinero, blue. 

This is the type with frame composed of ttn lines, the outer 
and inner lines rather separated from the rest, but no thicker, 
and the ground, in the inner corners, formed by rows of short 
oblique lines, each row pointing alternately to right and left, so 
as to appear almost like vertical zigzags. 

Genuine. 

Lithographed on medium, white wove paper. There are ninety­
six pearls round the central circle. The o of PORTE is much too tall, 
reaching up to the next line above the one touched by all the other 

letters of the word ; and the o of FRANCO is a 
little taller than the other letters of that word. 
The letters R, c, and o of this latter word rest 
upon the same bottom line as all the letters of 
POHTE, but the letters F, A, and N rest upon the 
next line above. In the left-hand CORREOS the 
first two amlla~t two letters reach above the rest, 
allll the first o reaches below the rest. In the 
right-hand CORREOS the s and each o reach below 

the other letters, and the last o reaches above them. There are 
fifteen horizontal Jines of shading in the compartment of the shield 
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which contains the llama, counting down the right-hand side of it. 
Ther~ are fifteen short strokes in the top row of the groundwork, to 
the left-hand side of the circle, and sixteen in the top row on the 
right-hand side. The bottom row on th e left-hand side contains 
sixteen short strokes, and the bottom row on the right-hand side 
contains thirteen. The right-hand branch of the large wreath con­
tains twenty-two leaYes, and the left-hand branch contains twenty­
one. 

Forged. 

Lithographed on thickish, white wo>e paper. There are only 
sevent)'-two pearls round the central circle. The words PORTE­

FRA:<co are in letters of equal height, all 1ounded by the same lines 
top and bottom. In the left-hand CORREOS the last letters, os, stand 
rather higher than the rest, and the first o and the s reach lower 
than the other letters. In the right-hand CORREOS the letters are all 
bounded by the same two lines except the s, which is rather taller 
than the rest. There are only thirteen horizontal lines of shading in 
the compartment of the sh ield which contains the llama, counti..ng 
from the right-hand side, and the head and neck of the llama are 
rounded, just like those of a goose. There are only eleven short 
oblique strokes in the left-hand top row of the ground behind the 
ci..rcle ; eleven or tweh·e in the right-hand top row ; thirteen in the 
left-hand bottom row, and tJe,·en the right-hand bottom row. The 
right-hand branch of the large wreath lJears twent,- lea,·es, and the 
left-hand branch bears about snenteen. · 

Un a P es eta , r ose. 

Genuine. 
There is no c,;a PESETA of th e type described abo,·e. The nearest 

approach to it is the is;;ue of 1861, which has 
the short lines of the background in the corners · 
joined end to end, instead of being separate 
from each other, thus making re:al rows of \· er· ­
tical zigzags; and the circle round the central 
shidd, &c., i5 composed of a zigzag line instead 
of . the ninety-six white pearls. The Yalue is 
\\Tlttf::n as aLo'i·e, "CSA PESETa." 

Forged . 

. Litho~phed on stout, yellowish-white wo,·e paper. There are 
etgbty-etght white pearl' round the centra l ci..rcle, instead of the 
zigzag line. There are fourteen horizontal lines of shaJing in the 
compartment of the shi eld which bears the llama, counting on the 
rtght-hand side of it, and the llama has an absurd blot vn it ., shoulder. 
There are nineteen leaYes in the right-hand branch of the large 
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wreath, and about eighteen in the left-hand branch. The letters of 
PORTE-FRANCO are all the same height, top and bottom. The value 
is written "UN PESETo," which is an easy instant test. 

Issue of 1858. Medio Peso, o 50 Centimos, yellow, rose. 

Genuine. 

This is an excessively rare stamp ; the rose is an error. The bottom 
label bears the word CORREOS, the left-hand label has MEDIO PESO, 
and the right-hand label has 6 50 CENTIMOS. The groundwork of 
the corners consists of wavy vertical lines. 

Forged. 

Lithographed on stout, yellowish-white wove paper. The design 
is the same as that of the " UN PESETO" forgery just described. The 
right-hand and left-hand labels bear the word cORREOS, and the 
bottom label has MEDJO PESO. The groundwork is of short oLlique 
lines, pointing different ways, in alternate rows, as in the forged 
" UN PESE'l'O." 

Postrnarks. 
Genuine. A large single circle, with name and date; also a double 

circle, with name between the circles and date in the centre. 
Forged. The large single circle, containing the word CORREOS, &c. 

NOTE.-Jt will be seen that the "UN PESETO" and the MEDIO PESO 
are merely inwginary stamps, not agreeing with any of the genuine 
types. The UN DINERO is a much more· deceptive forgery, being 
printed very nearly as well as the genuine, and in the exact shade of 
blue-a cold, dead, pale tint. 

Issue of 1866. 5 Centavos, green. 

Genuine. 

Engraved in taille-dou.ce, on thick, yellowish· white wove paper; 
perforated 12. The front foot of the white llama, above the aloe 

plant, is absurdly large; and a straight- edge 
laid along the front of its face would just cut 
into the tail of the R of FRANCO. This said 
white llama has a cloth or saddle under the 
pack on its back, aud the corner of this cloth 
can plainly be distinguished under the pack. 
The back leg of this llama is darkly shaded, 
but it is quite distinct, and slim like the other 
legs. There is a small ball or fruit amongst 
the leaves over the beginning of the v of CEN­
TAVOS, and this ball is dark, and shaded all 

over. The u of PERU is not joined at the top. The left-hand leaf 
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of the aloe is rather stumpy, as though it had been broken off, but 
it is only very little shorter than the right-hand leaf. The ends of 
the label containing CORREOS, PERU, do not touc)l the ends of the 
label which contains PORTE, FRANCO. 

Forged. 
Lithographed on stout, and also on rather thin, white wove paper; 

badly perforated 13. The front foot of the white llama is small and 
pointeu, like its fellow. A straight-edge lair! along the face of the 
llama would cut through the c of FRANCO. The pack on its back 
does not show any saddle underneath it. The back leg of this llama 
is thick and clumsy, and very indistinct. The ball among the leaves, 
over the beginning of the v of CENTAVOS, is perfectly white. The u 
of PERU is joined at the top. The left-hand leaf of the aloe plant 
is very sharp, and very much shorter than any of the other leaves. 
The ends of the two upper labels touch each other at both ends. 

Same Issue. 10 Centavos, red. 
Genuine. 

Engraving, paper, and perforation exactly the sa1ne as in the 
genuine 5 centavos. The front llama has some 
dark shading on the back of the head, and a 
dark patch on its back ; but the two masses of 
shadi ne; are not joined by shading clown the 
back of it• neck. The cactus in the foreground 
has eight leaves. The llama in the background 
has a head, neck, and ears exactly like those of 
a greyhound, and the eyes are well marked. 
The head and tail of the c of CENTAVOS almost 
touch. The mountain peaks in the background 
are so lightly drawn that they are hardly visible at a first glance. 

Forged. 
Lithographed on thick, white wove paper; perforated 13. The 

clark shading on the back of the head of the front llama goes down 
the neck, and joins the patch of shading on its back. The cactus 
seems to have about eleven leaves, but they are very blotchy. The 
head, neck, and ears of the llama in the Lackgrouncl are like those 
of a wolf, and there is only one eye visible. The head and tail of 
the c of CENTAVOS are a good distance apart. The mountain peaks 
in the background are much too distinct, so that they can be plainly 
seen at a glance. 

Same Issue. 20 Centavos, brown. 
Genuine. 

Engraving, paper, and perforation the same as in the genuine 5 
centavos. The background of the scroll, behind the words CORREOS 
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DEL PERU, is shaded with crossed lines. The central picture is 
exactly the same as that on the genuine 10 centavos, except that not 

quite so much of it is visible, so that the tests 
for that portion of the genuine 10 centavos will 
bold good for the genuine 20 centavos. 

Forged. 
Lithographed on rather thin, and also on 

stout, very white wove paper; perforated 13. 
There are two dark oblique lines of shading on 
the mountain, which come between the heads of 
the two llamas, the right-hand line touching the 

nose of the llama in the background. The rest of the 'picture is the 
same as in the f orged 10 centavos. The background of the scroll, 
behind the words CORREOS DEL PEnu, is of solid colour. The 2 in 
the left top corner, and the 2 in the right-hand bottom corner, both 
appear to be in two pieces, as though the tail of each figure could 
"take ofl'." 

Postrnm·ks. 
Genuine. A shapeless blotch ; also a very long oval, containing 

seven very thick parallel bars running across the short side of the 
oval; also a double circle, with name and date. 

Forged. A small oval, not much larger than the centre of the 
stamps, containing six thin parallel bars running the long way of 
the oval. 

I must say that the design of the original s has been carefully 
copied in these forgeries; but there is an enormous difference between 
taille-douce engraving and lithography. 

I ssue of 1874. 2 Centavos, violet. 
Genuine. 

Engraved in taille-douce, on stout, greyish-white, wove paper; 
perforated 12, and embossed at the back with a "grille," or sort of 
grating of crossed lines. There is a very distinct 
wedge-shaped accent over the u of PERU. Each 
figure 2, towards the bottom of the stamp, is 
surrounded by a white oval, and each oval is 
exactly the same width all the way round. The 
letters NT of CENTAvos touch each other at the 
top, and the letters TA touch each other at the 
bottom. There are seven cannon-balls in a heap 
below the mouth of the left-hand cannon. The 
two rammers, or flag~staves, or whatever they are, 
beside the heap of cannon-balls, are white, and hardly shaded at all. 
The compartments of the shield are very light, sho~ri ng off the ll ama, 
tree, and cornucopia very distinctly. Below the mouth of the right­
hand cannon there are three rounded things, which it is impossible 
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to decipher. They look like the heads and trunks of three babies, 
placed side by side, as much as anything, but they are not in the 
least like cannon-balls. The inner edge of the large white oval, 
round the central design, is only outlined at the top and the bottom, 
and the outer edge of the oval is not outlined at alL 

Forged. 

Very well lithographed, though too darkly printed, on thinnish, 
very white wove paper; perforated 13, and without any embossed 
"grille" at the back. There is no accent over the u of PERU. The 
white oval surrounding the figure 2 at the right side of the stamp, 
near the bottom, is very irregularly drawn, and very much wider in 
some parts than in others. The oval round the left-hand 2 is wider 
at the sides than at the top and bottom. None of the letters of 
CENTAVOS touch each other anywhere. There are only three cannon­
balls in the heap below the mouth of the left-hand cannon. The 
two rammers beside this heap of cannon-balls are shaded all over. 
The compartments of the shield are very dark, so that the llama, 
&c., can hardly be seen in some copies, and the cornucopia looks 
exactly like a big German pipe turned upside-down. There are six 
distinct cannon-balls below the mouth of the right-hand cannon. 
The large white oval, surrounding the central design, is outlined all 
round, both inside and outside. 

Postmarks. 
Genuine. Usually a double circle, with name and date. 
Forged. Four concentric circles. 
This is an exceedingly exact forgery, having evidently been trans­

ferred in some manner from the genuine, instead of being merely 
imitated. It is always printed much too heavily. 

PHILIPPINE ISLANDS. 
Issue of 1854. 10 Cuartos, red. 

Of this stamp I have neither the genuine nor the forged, so 
I copy from the Stamp Collector's Magazine the 
description of both. 

Genuine. 
Roughly engraved in taille-douce, on yellowish­

white wove paper. The numerals 55 of the date 
are upright. There are forty-three and a half pearls 
round the head, and they are circular, and tolerably 
regular. The lines of shading are thick; the crown 
of the head is left white ; the coronet is irregularly drawn, and the 
colour varies from intense red to rose. 
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Forged. 
Lithographed. The numerals 55 are sloping. The circle round 

the head only contains forty pearls, and they are imperfect, and very 
irregular. The lines of shading are a good deal thinner than those 
of the genuine. · The crown of the head is all covered with lines of 
shading. The coronet is regular, and the colour is a dull lake. The 
forgers have issued a 5 c., orange-buff, a l real, indigo, and 2 reales, 
green, of exactly the same type as the above. These values, in the 
originals, are of quite different types. 

Issu e of 1863. 5 Cuartos, vermilion. 

This is the type with a colon separating the two words 
CORREOS : INTERIOR. 

Genuine. 
Lithographed on very thick, yellowish-white wove paper. There 

is a faint line drawn under FRANCO 5 cs., on which all the letters 
stand. The s of cs. has a small stop after it. There are ninety-four 

pearls ronn el the head. The F of FRANCO is at 
some little distance from the left-hand end of the 
label. There seem to be about ten leaves in the 
wreath on the Queen's head, uut they are not very 
clear. There is a clark line across the middle of 
the head, with white on each side of it, and shaded 
lines each side of the white. Th ere are eight lJori­
zontallines of shading to the right of this coloured 
line, and about six similar lines to the left of it, and 

their ends· are pretty nearly level. About three rows of the scaly 
pattern show between the circle and the frame, under the first I of 
IN'rERIOR, and two rows show outside tl1e bottom of the circle, be­
tween it and the frame, above the c of FRANCO. 

Forged. 
Lithographed, on moderately stout, white wove paper, which is, 

however, much thinner than that of the genuine. There is no thin 
line between the frame and the inscription, so that the words FRANCO 
5 cs do not rest upon any line at all. The s of cs has no stop after 
it. There are only ninety-two pearls round the head, and they are 
all distinctly separate from each other, whereas in the genuine many 
of them run together. The F of FRANCO is very close to the left­
hand end of the label. There are five leaves in the wreath on the 
head, and a white blotch above them. There are ten or eleven dark 
lines, of different lengths, on the right-hand side of the clark line 
which runs across the middle of the head; and there are a number 
of small lines on the left-hand side of the said liue, but these latter 
are all blotched together, so that it is impossible to count them. 
Only one row of the scaly pattern shows between the circle and the 
frame, below the first I of INTEHIOR, and one row also at the bottom 
of the circle, between it and the frame, above the c of FRANCO. 

stampsmarter.com 



HOW TO DETECT FORGED STAMPS. 383 

Same Issue. 2 Reales, blue. 

Genuine. 

Same type as the genuine 5 c., just described, but with altered 
value. 

Forged. 
Same type as the forged 5 c. just described, but with the value 

altered, and better printed than the other forgery. 

Postmarks. 
Genuine. My genuine copies are not postmarked. 
Forged. A large circle, containing lettering and numerals. 

Issue of 1865. 3i, 6f, 12t, 25 Cent. 
Genuine. 

Engraved in epargne, on medium, tinted wove paper. None of the 
pearls on stalks, at the sides of the stamp, touch 
the curved lines of the border anywhere, either on 
the inside or the outside. This is a very easy test. 
The thin inner line of the label, below the value, 
runs unbroken quite from end to end of the label. 
The T of CENT has a distinct bottom-stroke. The 
lines which mark the red parts of the Queen's lips 
reach quite to the edge of the profile. The stops 
before and after connEoS are exactly midway be­
tween the letter and the end of the label. 

Forged. 
Lithographed, on strongly coloured wove paper, rather thinner 

tban that of the genuine. Most of the stalked pearls in the side­
frames touch either the inner or outer curved lines of the frame. The 
thin inner line of the frame, below the value, is incomplete, and 
only shows a short piece under CENT, and another short piece under 
PO FE. The T of cENT has no bottom-stroke. The line which marks 
the red part of the upper lip is too short, and does not go to the end 
of the profile. The stop before CORREOS is a good deal nearer to the 
c than to the end of the label; and the stop after CORREOS is rather 
nearer to the s than to the end of the label. 

The genuine stamps are very clearly printed, as a rule, but the 
forgeries are always rather blotched. 

Postma>·ks. 
Genuine. A large oval filled with lattice-work, and a star at every 

intersection of the lattice-work. 
Forged. An oval of parallel lines, also a rectangle of similar 

linee. 
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PORTUGAL. 

Issue of 1870. 5, 10, 15, 20, 25, 50, 80, 100, 120, 
240 Reis. 

Genuine. 
Engraved in epargne, on stout, white wove paper; perforated 13. 

There are sixty-one white pearls embossed in the oval round the 
head, and none of them touch either the outer or inner outline of 
the oval. The imperial forms a little rounded lump in the hollow 
below the under lip, but the bottom end of it does not project. 

The top of the stamp, above the left-hand side 
of the upper RErs, contains twenty-seven ver­
tical coloureJ lines, the inner ones being mere 
dots ; and there are the same number of lines 
above the right-hand end of the said REIS, the 
inner ones being mere dots. At the bottom of 
the stamp, below the left-hand end of the lower 
RErs, there are twenty-eight vertical lines, the 
inner ones being mere dots, and the REIS label 

just touches the bottom line of the frame, so that this set of lines is 
completely separated from the corresponding set below the right­
hand end of this bottom REIS label, which contains twenty-six lines. 
The triangular piece to the left of GAL contains eight vertical coloured 
lines ; the similar triangle to the right of COR contains seven lines ; 
the one to the left of POR contains nine lines, and the one to the 
right of EIO also contains nine lines. The profile of the nose is per­
fectly straight. 

Forged. 
This is a most excellent forgery, and I have only seen it quite 

lately, so that it is very likely new. Nicely embossed, probably an 
electrotype, on white wove paper, thinner and softer than that of 
the genuine, and perforated llt, very badly. There are only fifty­
seven white embossed pearls round the central oval ; and some of 
them just touch the inner, and some of them the outer, outline of 
the oval. The imperial on the chin sticks out too much, looking 
rather like a comma, the bottom end of it projecting. Above the 
left-hand of the upper REIS there are twenty-four vertical lines of 
shading, and above the right-hand e~d of it there are twe.nty-five. 
Below the bottom REIS there are fi!ty-seven lmes of shadmg; the 
REIS label does not touch the bottom frame, so that the lines can be 
counted all along the bottom of the stamp. The triangular piece to 
the left of GAL contains seven lines ; the similar piece to the right of 
coR contains nine lines ; the \'ieee to the left of POR contains eight 
lines, ancl the piece to the rig 1t of EIO contains seven. The profile 
of the nose is rather hollowed out in the centre, but not very much 
so. 

stampsmarter.com 



BOW TO DETECT FORGED STAMPS. 385 

I do not know how many of the values have been imitatee!, but 
there i' probably a full set of them. I have the counterfeits of the 
5, l 0, 50, and l 00 reis. 

Postmarks. 

Genuine. A very large unoutlined oval, formed by eight very 
thick parallel bars, with numeral in the centre. 

Forged. The same as the genuine, but the oval not so large. 

PORTUGUESE INDIES. 

The native-printed stamps are rather bothering to the amateur. 
Moens arranges them as follows : I ssue of 187 1, thirty-two 
vertical lines of shading in the oval, pin-pricked 16; 1872, 
forty-four lines in the oval, pin-pricked 12~; 1872, same on laid 
paper; 1873, thirty-two lines in the oval, like the first issue, 
but on bluish paper, and pin-pricked 12;\-; 1876, forty lines at 
the top of the oval, forty-two at the bottom, the v of SERVIyO 
having a bar across it, like an inverted A, on bluish paper, with 
small numerals; 1879, with star over the numeral and white 
line below it. I think these are the principal varieties, and 
fortunately the forgeries do not agree with any one of them. 

10, 15, 20, 40, 100, 200, 300, 600, 900 Reis. 

Genuine. 

Engraved in epargne, on white, greyish-white, yellowish-white, 
and bluish-white wove and laid paper, of various thickness, accord­
ing to the issue. The letters round the oval are much smaller than 
those of the word REIS. There is a very distinct round white clot 
under the 9 of SERvrgo, which is intended to represent the cedilla 
under that letter. Before SERvrgo there is a little cross, formed of 
five very distinct round white clots, the central one being as large as 
the rest. There is a similar cross after POSTAL. The oval is too 
large for the rectangular frame containing it, so that it touches the 
frame at the top, bottom, and the left-hand side, in all the types, 
and also at the right-hand side in most of the types. The v.ertical 
lines in the oval are, in all the types, very irregularly drawn, and 
some of them are always more or less crooked. 

First Forgery. 

Lithographed on medium, white wove paper; pin-pricked 12!, but 
with round perforations, instead of the rectangnlar perforations of 
the genuine. There is no dot under the g of SERvrgo. The five 

2 c 
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white dots before SERvrgo and those after POSTAL are so vel'y small 
as to be almost invisible, and the central dot is even smaller than 
the others. The central oval does not touch the outer line of the 
frame either at the top or at the left-hand side. There seem to be 
about forty-two lines in the oval, but they are a! ways so lightly 
drawn on the right-hand side as to be almost impossible to count; 
and they are very regularly drawn, all parallel, and not one of them 
crooked. This is not at all a bad-looking forgery, and it is better 
than the genuine in many respects. 

Second F orgmJ. 

Lithographed on stout, white wove paper, of a very particularly 
coarse make, showing the marks of the wire meshes on which it was 
made ; pin-pricked lll The letters round the oval are very much 
too large, being quite as tall as those of REIS. There is no clot under 
the g of SERvrgo. There is no cross of dots either before SEavrgo or 
after POSTAL, their places being supplied by large white dashes or 
hyphens. The oval appears to be so large as to he absolutely cut off 
by the frame at the top and bottom and left side. This is an exag­
geration of the genuine. The vertical lines in the oval are only 
twenty-eight in number, thus failing to agree with any of the types; 
they are, of course, much too far apart. It will be seen that this 
forgery is not at all a good one, but it has a good appearance, and is 
likely to deceive many. I have not troubled to describe the various 
types very minutely, as the forgeries do not agree with any one of 
them. 

Postmarks. 

Genuine. A very large, unoutlined oval, formed of fourteen parallel 
bars, sufficient to cover two stamps, with a large numeral in the 
centre. 

Forged. First Set. A large outlined circle, with unreadable marlis 
in it. 

Second Set. U ncancelled. 

PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND. 

Issue of 1872. 4 Cents, green. 

Genuine, 

Engraved in epargne, on stout, rather yello,risb-white wove paper; 
perforated 12. The letters of the inscription, PHINCE EDWARD 
ISLAND, are all exactly the same height, and quite level. The 
numerals in the upper corners do not touch their containing squares 
anywhere. The white inner outline of the central frame has eight 
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re-entering points; each of these points is quite sharp, and they are 
all alike. The bottom of the neck just touches 
one of these points, above tbe o of FOUR. The 
frame of the stamp, on the right-hand side, con­
sists of one dark line ; and inside this line there 
is a vertical row of fine dots, then a vertical row 
of horizontal dashes or short lines, and then another 
row of dots. The Queen's eyeball is perfectly 
white. The wavy outline of the central frame 
comes down equally above the o of fottr and the 
N of CENTS ; and the said s is at some little distance from the end 
of the containing label. The syuares which contain the bottom 
numerals are considerably taller than the height of the label con­
taining FOUR CEN'rS. 

Forged. 
Very nicely lithographed, on moderately stout, white wove paper; 

perforated 13, rather badly. The letters of the inscription, PRINCE 
EDWARD ISLAND, are very irregular in height, and the c of PRINCE 
and the s of ISLAND are a good deal taller than the other letters; the 
E of PRINCE touches the o of POSTAGE above it, though th ey are 
distinctly separate in the genuine. The cross-stroke of each upper 
4 touches the right-hand side of its containing square. The white 
inner outline of the central frame has eight re-entering points, like 
the genuine, but they are not all alike, and the one under the N of 
PRINCE, and the one above the o of FOUR are very much blunter 
than the others. This latter point goes to the left of the point of 
the Queen's neck instead of touching it. The frame of the stamp, 
on the right-hand side, consists of two dark lines, then a vertical row 
of horizontal dashes, then a vertical row of small dots, which all run 
together into one vertical line, about level with the centre of the 
stamp. The Queen's eyeball is shaded all over. The wavy outline 
of the central frame comes down very much lower on the left-hand 
side, above the o of FOUR, than it does on the right-hand side, above 
the N of CEN'IS ; indeed the u of FOUR is partly cut away at the top 
by it. The s of CENTS is as close to the r ight-hand end of the label 
as it can be without absolutely touching it. The squares which con­
tain the bottom numerals are exactly the same height as the ends of 
the label containing the inscription FOUR CENTS. 

Postmarks. 
Genuine. A large oval, without outline, formed by ten long, thin 

parallellrnes, the long way of the oval. 
Forged. A diamond of oblong dots, short and very short alter­

nately. 
This is the only forgery of the stamps of Prince Edward Island 

which I h:n·e seen ; it was made, I believe, in Birmingham, and is 
rather deceptive. 
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QUEENSLAND. 

I ssu es of 1861-75 . l d., 2d., 3 d ., 4 d ., 6d., l s. 

Genuine. 

Engraved in taille-douce, on thick, yellowish-white wove paper, 
watermarked with a long·pointed star, and unperforated, 1861; also 

the same, perforated 14, 1862 (?); also on thick 
paper, unwatermarked, and perforated 13, 1864; 
also the same, with star watermark, 1866; also 
on thick paper, with the watern1ark QUEENSLAND 
POSTAGE STAMPS through the whole sheet, and 
perforated 13; also with fat star, and with 
QUEENSLAND watermarke<l in the sheet, and per­
forated 13; also watermarked with Q under a 
crown, perforated 13, and on thin paper, &c. 

Of course it will be understood that all the 
values given above are not found in every issue; for instance, the 3d. 
and 4d. did not appear until 1864. 

The Queen's coronet is very distinct, and the base of it is composed 
of three rows-the central one of jewels, the outer ones of pearls-all 
also distinct. The background of the central oval is formed by fine, 
crossed, horizontal and vertical lines. The Queen's eyes are small, 
not at all blotched, and the pupil and iris of each eye can be easily 
seen. The letters of the value are at ec1ual distances from both out­
lines of the ova1, not touching either oi1tl ine. The engine-turning, 
outside the central oval, shows a vertical row of three diamond­
shaped dark dots in each corner of the stamp. There are parts of 
other clots visible ; but I mean that there are three distinct dots in 
each corner, which do not touch either the oval or the outer frame. 
There is no white patch on tbe hair, which is shaded all over with 
fine lines. There is no stop after the words of value. 

Forged. 

I have only the 4d. and 6d., but most likely the others exist. 
Lithographed on stout, yellowish-white wove paper, no watermark, 
and perforate<l 11 1· The Queen's coronet is extremely blotched and 
indistinct, and it is impossible to trace the three rows of jewels and 
pearls at the base of it. The background of the central oval appears 
to be formed by vertical lines only, but they are blotched into one 
solid mass of colour almost all over the oval. The Queen's eyes are 
very large, with pupil and iris blotched into one large mass. The letters 
of the value are not level, and some of them rest upon the lower 
outline of the oval. The vertical rows of three dots can be traced 
in the upper corners of the stamp, outside the oval, but they are 
blotched into the background at the bottom of the stamp. The hair 
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has a very distinct white patch upon it below the s of QUEENSLAND, 
and the rest of the hair is shaded with solid masses of colour instead 
of fine lines. The 6d. has a stop, or rat)1er a hyphen, after PENCE. 
If these stamps were not so heavily printed they woulcl be rather 
deceptive, notwithstanding the vast difference between taille-do1<cc 
engraving and lithography. 

Postrnarks. 
Gen1<ine. A number of small square dots, with a numeral in the 

centre ; also three concentric ovals, with Q. L. in the centre ; also an 
oval of four concentric rows of oblong dots, with numeral in the 
centre; also the same, with Q. L. in the centre; also an oval, formed 
by radiating lines, like the spokes of a wheel, with Q. L. in the centre. 

Forged. An oval, formed by five lines, of varying length, at the 
top ancl bottom, and five curved lines each side. I never saw any 
postmark like this on the genuine. 

REUNION ISLE. 
Issue of 1852. 15 , 3 0 c., black. 

Genuine. 
I have not now any of the genu.ine stamps in my possession, but 

they are typographed, in black, on very thin, blu ish wove paper; 
the de:3igns being the same as in the accompanying illustrations. 

Forged. 
These are poor German productions, very common, but not in the 

least resembling the genuine. Lithographed in black, on thick, dark 
grey wove paper, for the 15 and 
30 centimes; but there are al<o 
imaginary values-5 c., green on 
yello,vish-white; 10 c., bistre; 
30 c., blue ; 80 c., rose, &c. The 
design is the same in all -a 
rose, surrounded by scroll-work 
proceeding out of t he rose, in a 
white circle, surrounded by a 

'-------' square, or rather in the centre of '-------' 
a square, of solid colour, with white floriated scrolls in the corners 
of the square, and lettered REUNION JSLE, with a small flower in 
each corner of the stamp, and scroll-work down the right and left 
sides of the frame. 

P ostrnarks. 
Genuine. A single circle, with name and date. 
Forged. A large outlined diamond, containing six thick parallel 

bars; also the parallel bars without any outliue. 
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ROMAGNA. 

Issue of 1859. ~. 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6 , 8, 20 Bai. 

Genuine. 

Engraved in epargne, on stout, very rough, coloured wove paper. 
The cross-bar of the A of BAI is higher than thll level of the upper 
stop after the word. The two stops after BAI are sq nare. The top 

of the A of this word is cut off perfectly square. 
H&BOIJLO&l:l In the word FRANCO the overhanging stroke of the 
o~'"d F hangs down below the middle of the centml 
::;;; ~ ~ tongue of the letter. None of the letters of the 
~ ..;o l word touch each other. The thick back of the c is :::; BAJ. ~~' rather pointed behind, and the bottom limb of the 
"" · ~. c is not joined to the body of the letter. The top 
ESHOMAGNEB:1 and bottom of the o are flat, and the thick sides 

are rather pointed, like the back of the c. In the 
word BOLLO the B has the two thick right-hand parts rather pointe• I; 
each o is exactly like the o of li'RANCO ; and the end stroke of each 
L reaches above the level of the middle of the letter. In the worcl 
POS'fALE the o is like the o of FRANCO; the side-strokes of the T hang 
down to the level of the middle of the letter ; the A is crossed very 
low down; the L is like each L of BOLLo, and the right-hand pro­
jecting arms of theE almost join each other. In the word RO~IAGNE 
then, the o, and the G have apparently little semicircles bitten out 
of their thickest parts in several places ; the top and central arms of 
the E are of equal length, and the bottom arm is longer than the 
other two. The tail of the G of this word has a very peculiar imvanl 
bend projecting right into the interior space of the let1er. The orna­
ment in each corner of the stamp consists of a small ring in the 
centre of a square of four similar rings, each of the four touching 
the central one, and with a little v-shaped ornament between every 
two rings of the square, and a small dot otltside each of the outer 
rings. At the four corners of the imaginary square of the said 
ornaments, the one in the right top corner of the stamp is not perfect 
like the others, as the ring nearest the top corner of the stamp joius 
the central ring without being completed, and is drawn too low 
down. 

Fi,.st Forgery. 

This is really the latest forgery; but I take it first, as it is re~lly 
the best, and very likely to deceive any but a good collector. It is 
lithographed on paper very similar to that of the genuine, but a 
trifle smoother. The cross-bar of the A of BAI is not quite straight, 
but it is in the proper place. The lower stop after BAT, which ought 
to be level with the very bottom of the r, is very slightly higher, 
making the two stops appear rather too near together. The over­
hanging end of the F of FRANCO comes down just about to the centre 
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of the letter, and the letters RAN touch each other at the bottom. 
The thick back of the c of this word is perfectly rounded, and the 
o is rounded both at the top, bottom, and sides. In the word BOLLO 
the letters are of the ordinary rounded shape, except that the right­
hand side of the last o is very slightly pointed in the centre of the 
thick part. The end stroke of each L of this word does not reach 
higher than level with the middle of the letter. In the word 
POST ALE the o is rounded like an ordinary o ; the side-strokes of the 
T do not hang quite down to the level of the middle of the letter ; 
the A is crossed rather low down, but not absurdly so, as in the 
genuine ; the end-stroke of the L does not come nearly up to the 
level of the middle of the letter, and the two arms of the E are at a 
good distance from each other, instead of nearly touching. In the 
word ROMAGN E the letters are a very close imitation of those of the 
genuine, but the lowest arm of the E is only very slightly longer 
than the other two arms. The corner ornaments of the stamp are 
well imitated; but each of the v-shaped things, dividing the little 
rings from each other, is more like a tiny capital Y ; and the orna­
ment in the right-hand top corner of the stamp has its lower right­
hand ring too high, rather than its upper right-hanclring too low. 

Second Forgery. 

Lithographed on thin, smooth wove paper. The ! BAI of this set 
is printed on white paper, instead of yellow. The cross-bar of the A 

of BAI is level with the very centre of the upper stop after the word, 
and both stops are very large and round. In the word FRANCO the 
overhanging end of the letter does not come down anything like near 
to the level of the centre of the letter ; the letters RAN touch eacl1 
other at the bottom, and the o is an ordinary capital o ; the back 
of the c is rounded, the tail of it is joined to the body, and the 
tongue at the end of the tail is actually larger than the correspond­
ing tongue of the upper limb. In the word BOLLO the n is simply 
an ordinary capital B ; each o is an ordinary capital o, and the end 
stroke of the right-hand L is considerably higher than that of the 
left-hand L. In the word POSTALE the o is an ordinary capital o; 
the side-strokes of the T are short, the left-hand one being shorter 
than the other; the A is crossed very high up ; the L has its end 
stroke barely reaching up to the level of the micldle of the letter, 
and the two arms of the E do not anything like touch each other. In 
the worcl ROlllAGNE the o is the onlv letter which has the litt le semi­
circular pieces taken out of it. Each of the corner ornaments forms 
a tol erably correct square, th e right-hand top corner one being like 
the others. The one in the left-hand bottom corner of the stamp bas 
no dots outside the little rings, but the dots outside the rings of the 
ornaments in the other three corners of the stamp are actually joined 
to the said rings, looking like projections from them. This test of 
course is enough to condemn the forgeries in a moment. 
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Third Forgery. 
I think a few words will be enough to dispose of th is counterfeit. 

It is lithographed on very thin, very coarse wove paper. The A of 
F RANCO, the A of l'OSTALE, and the A of DAI are all pointed at the 
top, instead of being cut off square. The stops after DAI are small 
and round, the upper one being the larger. All the letters, except 
those of RO)JAGNE, are ordinary capitals, and none of the letters of 
ROMAGNE have the semicircles taken out of them. The ornament 
in the left top corner is the de fecti ve one in this forgery, and none of 
the ornaments show the four dots of the genuine outside the rings. 

PostmaTlcs. 
Genuine. A diamond-shaped frame, containing parallel bars. 
Forged. An oval, containing parallel bars ; also a set of bars, 

without outline, forming a rectangle. 

ROUMANIA. 

I ssue of 18 58. 27 P aras, b lack, on laid rose paper ; 54 Paras, 
blue, on green la id ; 8 1 Paras, blue, on pale blue la id ; 
108 P aras, blue, on rose-tint ed laid. 

Those of my readers who know much about stamps will 
understand that there is nothing astonishing in the fa,ct that I 

have never seen any one of the stamps ment ioned above, and I 
therefore cannot give any information concerning them, except 
at second-hand. The 27 paras is almost unique; the 81 paras 
is unknown of the genuine type. Mr. 0. Taylor, ·in the Stamp 
Collector's }lf agazine for 1872, proves, from offi cial documents, 
that there were 8,675 stamps issued of the 27 paras ; 4,756, of 
the 54 paras; 693, of the 81 paras; aml 2,.568, of the 108 
paras; so I think it is not difficult, seeing these num hers, to 
class the numerous pretenders we meet with in their proper 
places as .f01·geries. 

Genuine. 

Hand-struck, as rtbove, on laid paper. Th is is all the description 
which I can give of the genuine. 
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Forged. 

I have never, until lately, seen a forgery of the 27 paras, which 
happened to be unknown to the Jassy people and other concoctors 
of the forgeries. l possess the following counterfeits: 54 paras, 
apparently an electrotype cliche, in green, on pale green wove paper; 
54 paras, li thographed in blue, quite a difierent type, on stout hori­
zontally laid green paper ; 54 paras, lithographed in blue, of yet 
another type, on vertically laid, stout green paper; 81 paras, litho­
graphed in blue, on pinkish-blue wove paper; 81 paras, lithographed 
in blue, on blue wove paper, of a different type from the last ; 81 
paras, apparently strnck from an electrotype, different from either ot 
the others, in blue, 0.1 blue wove paper; 81 paras, lithographed in 
blue, on blue wove paper, different from any of the others; 108 
paras, lithographed in blue, on white wove paper; 108 paras, litho­
graphed in blue, on white wove paper, of another type; 108 paras, 
apparently struck from an electrotype, in blue, on thick, cream­
coloured wove paper, of yet another type. 

My readers will see that t hey have plenty of varieties to choose 
from in the way of connterfeits. Mr. Overy Taylor says of these 
stamps: "We had better abstain altogether from the attempt to 
collect specimens of the first Moldavian series. We must look upon 
them as philatelic mammoths and dodos-extinct species, of which 
few traces exist; and, above all, we must refrain from investing in 
the spurious imitations which w·e all that can now be obtained." 
With these remarks Mr. Pemberton, in the Philatelic Journal, seems 
decidedly to agree. 

I may add that of the forgeries above enumerate<l most are un­
cancelled, one or two have a pen-stroke, and one 54 paras is cancelled 
with a diamond of square dots. 

Second I ssu e of 1858 . 5, 40, 8 0 P aras. 

These are, as before, hand-struck. Mr. Overy Taylor takes 
Dr. Magnus' monograph, and remarks upon the doctor's types 
as follows: 

"First Type. These are undoubtedly genuine. 

"5 paras, horns nearly upright, struck in black, on transparent, 
· bluish-white, wove pelure paper; also on dull white and ou yellowish­

....,,...,,...,....._ white wove pelnre paper. 40, 80 paras, 

075 ~AP c;o large six-pointed star, pretty regular; 0 'i~.ogAP"" 
o--t > 40 paras, blue, 80 paras, wine-red, on '-< , • § 
~ ~ bluish, pelure wove paper ; also 40 paras, ~ ~'" 00 
0~ 111 "3 blue, 80 paras, vermilion-red, on trans- Ol"')~ m o 
P..~t:l parent, wove pelure paper; also 40 paras, g.~ f:l 

dark blue, 80 paras, bright reel, on dull 'iOflAP '"' 
white or yellowish-white wove pelu,-e parer. 
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" Third Type. Probably genuine. 

"80 paras. Star with six points, but small. The only known 
obliterated copy is in llfr. Philbrick's collection. 80 paras, vermilion­
red, dark red, on white wove pelure paper. 

" Second Type. Probably forged. 

"5 paras. Horns strongly curved, struck in black, on white wove 
pel1tre paper. 

"40 paras. Star with five points, struck in pale blue and in 
bright blue, on white pel1tre, satin wove paper. 

"80 paras. Star of five points, struck iu bright red, on white 
wove peluTe paper. Obli terated copies of this type are unknown. 

"Fowth Type. Undoubtedly forged. 

"5, 40, 80 paras. The star is six·pointed; but whereas in the 
first type of the. 40 and 80 paras the word SCRISOREI commences and 
terminates at an equal distance of three millimi!tres from the border, 
it commences in this fot\rth type at 1} millimiJt,.es, and terminates at 
three millimi!tTes. Besides, the JJaper of this fourth type is not the 
same as for the other types, but opaque, thicker, and showing some 
traces of being laid. Placed beside the genuine stamps the forged 
are immediately condemned. They do not resemble the genuine in 
colour, paper, or even in size; but bear on their faces that suspicious 
look which is so noticeable in most spurious productions." 

Postmc"·ks. 

Genuine. A circle, with date in the centre, MOLDAVIA at the 
bottom, and the name of the town at the top ; also a circle, with 
FRANCO at the top, name of town below, and an ornamental bar 
across the middle; also an oblong, with a pointed projection at the 
ends, FRANCO at the top, aud the name of the town at the bottom ; 
also an oval, lettered like the last, hut with NO ...... in the middle; 
also a lattice-work of lines. The name of the town generally appears 
in the genuine cancellations. 

Forged. Several of the above cancellations, but with no name of 
town, and FRANCO only ; also a set of four or five very thin, parallel 
bars, set very wide apart. 

I ssu e of 1862. 3 P a ras, yellow. 
GenUine. 

Hand-stamped from a die, on yellowish-white, wove pelun paper; 
also (1864) on laid paper. These latter I have not seen. The pel1tre 
paper is so thin that the gum in drying has given it a very peculiar 
"crinkly" appearance. The ear of the bull nearest to SCRISOREI is 
blunt., and appears to point upwards towards the c of that word. 
The upper corners-shoulders-of the wings of the eagle are both 
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w_hite, and the top of the win~ which is nearest to FRANCO is not so 
htgh as the level of the end ot the c of that word, measurmg from · 
the bottom of the stamp. The frame of the stamp is composed of 
two lines, the inner one being generally blotchecl into the outer one 
for a considerable part of the way round ; but the two lines can 
always be seen at some part of the frame. The head-strokes and 
foot-strokes of all the letters are invariably very thick and heavy. 
The letters of SCRISOREI are, as nearly as possible, parallel with the 
line of the frame to the right of them. The shading on the post-horn 
is in lines which follow the curves of the horn. The whole stamp 
is slightly indented into the paper. 

Forged. 
Lithographed on thin very white wove paper, not showing the 

"crinkly" appearance of the genuine. The ear of the bull nearest 
to SCRISOREI is quite sharp, the top outline of it is horizontal, and 
level with the first stroke of the R of that word, towards which it 
points. The upper corner or shoulder of the wing of the eagle, on 
the left side of the stamp, is of solid, dark colour, instead of being 
white; and the top of this same wing is slightly higher than the 
level of the end of the c of FRANco, measuring from the bottom of 
the stamp. The frame is composed of one thick line, with no trace 
of the inner, thinner line of the genuine. The head-strokes and 
foot-strokes of the letters are much too thin and light. The end of 
the word SCRISOREI is a little farther from the outline of the frame 
to the right of it than the beginning of the word is. As far as I can 
make out the post-horn appears to be solid, without lines of shading. 
The impression, being a lithograph, is not indented into the paper 
at all. 

Sam e I ssu e. 6 P aras, red. 

Genuine. 
Paper and printing as in the 3 paras. The eagle's wing touches 

the ear of the bull. The two horns of the bull appear to be of solid 
colour, but this may be because my only specimen of the genuine is 
rather heavily printed. The letters REI of SCRISOREI are all joined 
together at the bottom. The lines of shading on the post-horn 
follow the curves of the horn, and the. distance between the horn 
and the top of the P of PAR below it is almost exactly the same as 
the distance between the frame and the bottoms of the letters PAR. 

FV..st Forgery. 
Lithographed, in vermilion, instead of carmine-red, on thin, very 

white wove paper, without the "crinkly" appearance described 
above. The eagle's wing does not touch the ear of the bull, and the 
two horns of the bull are not much more than outlined, showing 
whtte centres. The letters REI of SCRISOREI are not joined together 
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at the bottom. The lines of shading on the post-horn are wide apart, 
and run clown rather obliquely from right to left, not following the 
curves of th e horn ; indeed, the appearance of them is as though the 
printer had pu t his fin ger upon th e horn before the impre'8ion was 
dry. The distance between the bottom of the horn and the P of 
PAR below it is much less than the di stance between the bottom line 
of the frame and the bottoms of the letters PAR. The impression 
is not at all indented into the paper, and it is very faint, and with 
a washed-out look. 

Second Forgery. 
This is very poor. Lithographed, in orange-vermilion, on thick, 

very yellowish- white wove paper. The lmll's ears look exactly like 
another pair of horns, and the eagle's wing does not touch the ear. 
The hom s are three parts white, only their bases being shaded. The 
s and r of SCRI SOREI touch the frame to the right of the word, and 
the letters REI do not touch each other at the bottom. The post-horn 
is on ly very partially shaded, a large portion being left white; the 
mouthpiece is v<ry small, instead of being almost as large as the 
"bell " end. The P of the bottom PAR almost touches the post-horn, 
but there is a good space between the bottom frame and the bottoms 
of the letters PAR. The frame of the stamp is composed of tlu-ee 
lines-an inner, thin one, which is blotched into the middle one for 
part of the way round; a middle, thick one ; and a thin, outer one, 
a long way from the other two. The eagle's shoulders are round ed 
instead of being almost pointed, and the Lull's month comes clown far 
below the level of the eagle's feet. This forgery is not at all likely 
t o deceive ; I have only seen one specimen of it, and fancy that it is 
very old. 

Postrna1'ks. 
Genuine. A double circle, with MOLDAVIA and 

the name of the town between the circles, and 
date in the centre; also a double oval, with 
rat her s!Jarp ends, similarly inscribed. 

Forged. I have only eeen the forgeries either unoancelled or 
marked with a pen-stroke. 

Issu e of 1865. 2 P arale, yellow. 
Gen.uine. 

Li thogrnphed on thin, w!Ji te wove paper; al so on rather thi cker 
wove; a lso on laid paper, III Oderately stout. Th e head is of a good 
size, so as to pretty well tillnp the central oval; the top of the heacl 
coming ''ery near to the outline of the oval, and the point of the 
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beard coming almost as close to the outline near the bottom. The 
upper inscription is DOUA PARALE, which can be easily read, and is 
not to be mistaken for anything else. There is a horizontal row of 
dashes above th e saicl inscription. The lattice-work behind th e word 
POSTA)s very f'1int, and th ere are no dots in the diamonds form ~d 
by th e lattice-work. The lattice-work behind the word ROMAN A is 
exactly like that behind POSTA, and without dots in it. The o of 
FRANCO is small and oval, with a rounded bottom. 

Forged. 
Lithographed on medium, white wove paper. The head is a good 

deal too small , so that it does not anything like fill up the oval, the 
top of the head and the point of the beard being respecti vely a long 
way from the outline of the oval. The upper inscription reads 
BODAPIOME, apparently in one word. There is no row of dashes 
above this inscription , and the lattice-work behind it contains dots 
between the diamonds, which do not exist in the genuine. The 
lattice-work behind POSTA, and also behind ROMAN A, is very decided 
and coarse, and each diamoncl contains a coloured dot. The o of 
FRANCO is coarse, and the bottom of it is cut oft' flat. 

Same Issue. 5 Para le, blue. 
Genuine. 

Lithographed. I believe thi s value only exists on thin white 
wove, and slightly thicker white wove paper. The bead is large, as 
in the genuine 2 parale, and pretty well fill s up th e 
oval. The c of CINCI is the same distance from the 
left-hand end of the label as the E of PAitALE is 
from the right-hand end of it. The lattice-work 
of the various labels is faint, with a short horizontal 
dash where every two lines intersect, and a tiny 
ring, with a white centre, in the middle of each 
di amond. Each A of ROliAKA has a distinct accent 
above it, and there is a dark dot immediately under the s of POS1'A, 
between the line of the frame and the bottom of the s, bnt touching 
neither. The o of FRANCO is oval. 

Forged. 
Lithographed on stout, yellowish-white wove paper, thicker than 

the genuine. The head is small, the same as in the forged 2 parale. 
The c of CINCI almost touches the left-hand end of the label, whilst 
the E of PARALE is a good distance from the right-hand end of it. 
The lattice-work of the various labels is far too prominent and dark, 
without any short lines or dashes across the intersections of the 
diamonds of the lattice-work, and with a solid dark dot in the centre 
of each diamond, instead of the rin&s with white centres of the 
genuine. There is no accent over eitner A of ROMAN A, and the dot 
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under the s of POSTA is a mere blotch, which touches the line under 
the s, and with several similar blotches to the right of it. The c of 
FRANCO is square at the bottom, as in the forgery of the 2 parale. 

Same I ssu e. 2 0 Parale, ·red. 
Gen1t-ine. 

There are two types of this stamp, hut the variations do not affect 
the description given below. Lithographed, on thin and thicker 
white wove, also on thin and thicker bluish-white wove paper. The 
upper inscription is DOUA DEC! PAR, and it is perfectly legible. 
There is, as before, a stop under the s of POSTA, which does not 
touch either the s or the line below it. The lattice-work of all the 
labels is faint, allowing the lettering to be easily read. There are no 
dots in the diamonds of the lattice-work, but there is a short hori­
zontal line or dash at the intersections of all the lines of the lattice­
work. The o of FRANCO is small and oval. 

First Forgery. 
Lithographed on stout white wove paper. The upper inscription 

is quite unreadable; I cannot tell what the words are intended for. 
The stop under the s of POSTA is a mere blotch, resting upon the 
line below the s, and with a row of similar stops or blotches to the 
right of it. The lattice-work of all the labels is much too dark and 
heavy, with a coloured dot in the centre of each diamond, and a 
coloureu dot, instead of a clash, at the intersection of most of the 
lines of the lattice-work. The o of FRANCo is coarse, and quite flat 
at the bottom. 

Second Forgery. 
This is very easily detected. It is lithographed on stout, yellowish­

white wove paper. The upper inscription is in two words, and 
appears to be UNDA PARALE. The stop under the s of POSTA is 
exactly the same as in the first forgery just described, with a row of 
similar stops to the right of it. The lattice-work of all the labels is 
heavy and dark, with a coloureu dot in the centre of each diamond, 
and another coloured dot at the intersection of most of the lines of 
the lattice-work. The o of FRANCO is coarse, and fiat at the bottom. 
I think this stamp was probably intended to imitate the 2 parale, 
but that the numerals 20 were put in the corners by mistake, as the 
inscription UNDA is evidently meant for DOUA. 

Postmarks. 
Genuine. A lattice-work of thin lines, hut I do not know what is 

the form of the whole postmark, as it is larger than the stamp; also 
a double circle, with n<UliC between the circles, and date in the form 
of a fraction in the centre. 

Forged. A single circle, containing lettering; also a diamond of 
square dots; also a diamond or square of round dots. 
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Issue of 1866-67. 2 Parale, yellow; , 5 Parale, blue. 
Genuine. 

Lithographed in black, on moderately stout, coloured wove paper. 
The moustache is very slight; it is composed of very short vertical 
lines placed close together, and showing the bottom 
outline of the top lip underneath it. The shading 
just under the chin appears to be formed by one 
line, slanting somewhat obliquely down to the 
right. The shading on the under lip consists of a 
few sepe~mte dots. Only a portion of the ear is 
outlined, the part near the lower lobe being 
perfectly blank. The lower lip projects level with 
the upper one. The neck is a good length, with 
the front end pointing downwards. The accent over the first A of 
ROMAN A is distinctly a circumflex; the one over the second A is a 
sort of dash, the two not being at all alike. The bottom limb of the 
L of PARALE is very short, and does not touch the following E. The 
outer line of the frame runs, unbroken, right ronnel the stamp. The 
width of the lines forming the Etruscan pattern, down the sides of 
the stamp, is just about equal to the width of the first stroke of the 
P of PA RALE. Forged. 

Lithographed on coarse, stout, coloured wove paper. The mous­
tache is formed by one thick wavy line, running right up to the nose, 
and showing an absurdly large portion of the upper lip below it. 
The shading under the chin is formed by one thick line, crossed by 
a number of oblique lines. The shading on the under lip consists of 
one line or blotch. The whole of the ear is very plain, the lower 
portion being darkly outlined. The lower lip does not project nearly 
so far forward as the upper one. The neck is cut off very short, the 
front portion of the base curving slightly forwards. The accent over 
each A of ROMANA is a straight dash, both being alike. The bottom 
limb of the L of PARALE is long, and it touches theE which follows 
it. The outer line of the frame is broken at the top corner of the 
little square in the left lower corner of the stamp. The lines forming 
the Etruscan pattern are much too wide, being, especially on the 
right side, nearly twice as wide as the straight stroke of the P of 
PARALE. 

Same Issue. 20 Parale, black on red. 
Genuine. 

There are two types of this stamp. The first type has the R of 
PAR drawn with a sort of squeezed-in tail almost parallel with the 
first stroke of the letter, and the upper Etruscan pattern on the right 
side running the opposite way from the upper pattern on the left­
hand side; the brickwork in the corners outside. the circle is fine, 
that in the upper corners having seven horizontal lines in it. The 
second type has the tail of the R of PAR spreading to the right in 
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the usual manner; the Etruscan pattern is the same in Loth the 
upper corn ers, and the brickwork in the corners is coarser, having 
only four horizontal lines in the upper corners. The forgers have 
imitated the first type, at least, so far as the Etruscan pattern is con­
cerned; and it is this first type of the genuine which I will describe. 
Lithographed (1) in black, on coloured wove paper, moderately stout, 
and also on thinner paper. The head is exactly the same as in the 
genuine 2 and 5 parale, so that I need not repeat the description of 
it. The letters of ROMAN A are all of the same height. The P of 
POSTA is at a good distance from the side of the frame to the left of 
it, but the last A of ROMAN A almost touches the frame to the right of 
it. The briekwork in the upper corners consists of seven horizontal 
lines; that in the lower corners of six horizontal lines. 

Forged. 
Lithographed on stout wove paper. The bead is exactly the same 

as in the forged 2 and 5 parale. The first A of ROMAN A is very mucll 
shorter than the other letters, and the second A is also short, but not 
quite so short as the other. The P of POSTA is very close to the left­
hand end of the frame, and the last A of ROMAN A is a long way from 
the right-hand end of it. The brickwork in the right upper corner 
consists of five horizontal lines; that in the left upper corner of four; 
that in the right lower corner of five ; ancl that in the left lower 
corner of five horizontal lines. The whole impression is very rough, 
and not particularly likely to deceive. All these forgeries of this 
issue are very common, and one or more will be found in the albums 
of all our youthful friends. 

Postmarks. 
Genuine. A double circle, with name and a curly ornament between 

the circles, and elate in the centre. 
Forged. A set of parallel bars, apparently forming a circle ; also 

a square of diamond-shaped clots; also a single circle, containing 
lett~ring. 

Issue of 1868. 2, 3, 4, 18 Bani. 
Genuine. 

Engraved in epargne, on moderately stout, white wove paper. The 
· bottom of the ear is only outlined by a few clots. 

The front end of the moustache goes to the outline 
of the middle of the lip. The shading on the front 
of the base of the neck is chiefly composed of clots. 
The head of the T of POSTA is very short, without 
any downward bends at tbe ends of it. There is a 
distinct accent over each A of ROMANA. The r of 
BANI is clotted. The two thin coloured lines which 
form the inner outlines of the side frames are very 

close together, so that it would be impossible to draw another line 
between them. 
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Forged. 
Lithographed on thinnish, white wove paper. Th e bottom of the 

ear has a heavy single line for outline, instead of the ,Jots of the 
genuine. The front end of the monstache goes upwards to where 
the nose and lip j oin, thus showing far too much of the front of the 
lip below the moustache. The shading on the front of the base of 
the neck is formed by thick oblique lines. The head of the T of 
POSTA is not too short, and the ends hang down, as in an ordinary 
capital T, except that the right-hand end hangs down lower than the 
left. There is no accent over either A of ROMANA. There is not anv 
dot to the I of BANI. The two thin coloured lines forming the inner 
boundary of each of the side frames are so wide apart that it woulJ. 
be quite possible to draw another line between them. 

Postmarks. 

Gen"ine. The same as in the 1866-67 issue. 
Forged. A single circle, with name and date ; also a set of parallel 

lines, forming a circle, with out outline. 

Issue of 1869- 70. 5, 10, 15, 25, 50 Bani. 

Gen'ttinc. 
Engraved in epargne (1), on stout, yellowish-white wove paper. The 

head is the same as in the issue just described. There is a dot over 
the I of BANI in all the values except the 5, the dot 
being generally joined to the line above it. The 
easiest test is the word POSTA. The letters of this 
word are at equal distance from the right and left 
outlines of the containing label, looking at the 
stamp with the head upwards; or at an equal dis­
tance fro m the line above and the line below them, 
looking at the stamp with the word POSTA horizon­
tal. The shading below the chin does not show any 
white outline of the chin below it. In the 5 bani value each c of 
CI NCI has a head like an ordinary capital c, and the last I of this word 
is almost touched by the little sharp ornament to the right of it. In 
the 10 bani the ends of the c of DECE are not at all squeezed towards 
each other, as in an ordinary capital c, hut the whole letter is more 
the shape of half a transverse oval. The inner outline of the label 
containing the word BANI is indented inwards at regular intervals, the 
indents above and below th e word corresponding with each other. 
In the 15 bani the value reads CI NCI S PREDECE, and there is a dot 
over the first I of CI NCIS. In the 25 bani there is a sort of small 
blotch or break in the line above the space between the letters cr of 
DOUEDECI. In the 50 bani the thin inner outline of the top label is 
broken above and below the I of CINCI, but the broken ends of the 
_lines do not end in knobs. 

2 D 
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Forged. 
Lithographed on medium, very white wove paper. The head is 

like that of the forgeries of the last issue. There is no dot over the 
I of BANI in any of the values. The letterR of the word POSTA are 
much nearer to the side of the frame than to the oval; i.e., if the 
stamp be held with the word POSTA the right way up. The letters 
are far too near to the line above them, and show a considerable 
space between t hem and the line below them. The shading below 
the chin is not drawn to the bottom of the outline of the chin, so 
that the white outline of the bottom of the chin can be distinctly 
seen below the shading. In the 5 bani each c of CINCI is a plain 
block capital, and the last I of this word is a long way from the 
sharp ornament to the right of it. In the 10 bani the ends of the c 
of DECE point towards each other, as in an ordinary capital c ; and 
the indentations of the thin inner line above and below DECE are 
very irregular, and do not correspond with each other. In the 15 
bani the value reads CINCIS PRE DECE, in three distinct words, and 
there is no dot over the second I of CINCIS. In the 25 bani there is 
a large and dark wedge-shaped blotch both above and below the 
space between the letters cr of DOUEDECI. In the 50 bani the thin 
inner outline of the frame at the top is broken, both above and 
below the last I of CINCI, and each broken line ends in a knob. 

PostrJUtrks. 
Genuine. A double circle, with name and curly ornament between 

the circles ; also a single circle, with name and elate. 
Forged. The same as in the forgeries of the last issue. 

Issue of 1871. 5, 10, 15, 20 Bani­
Genuine. 

Engraved in epa>·g>~< (1), _on medium yellowish-white, wove paper. 
The eye IS rather small, but not abnormally so. The 
moustache slopes backwards, so as apparently to 
point about to the N of BANI. The test for the 
genuine which may always be depended upon is 
the position of the letters of the word POSTA. 
These letters, as in the genuine stamps of the last­
described issue, are placed centrally between the 
two outlines of the containing label, no nearer to 
one than to the other. 

Forged. 
Lithographed on white wove paper, a trifle thinner than that of 

the genuine. The eye is ridiculously small. The moustache bends 
downwards, so as apparently to point between the letters BA of BANI. 
The letters of POSTA are in exactly the same position as those of the 
furgcries last described; i.e., nearer to the fl·ame than to the oval, or 
nearer to the upper than to the lower outline of the containing label. 
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With the exception of the above differences the forgeries of this set 
are exceedingly well done, perhaps better than any of the other sets. 

In 1872 the stamps of this bearded type were issued perforated 
13. All the forgeries which I have seen as yet were not perforated. 

Postmarks. 
Genuine. The same as in the genuine stamps of the last-described 

issue. 
Forged. A circle of parallel lines, without outline. 

SAINT CHRISTOPHER. 
Issue of 1870 . One P enny, rose ; Sixpence, green. 

Genuine. 
Engraved in epargne, on thin, white wove paper, slightly glace, 

watermarked with a crown and CC.; perforated 12!. The monetary 
value is not always placed at an equal distance 
from the top aud bottom of the containing label. 
In my collection I have some in which it is printed 
too near the top of the label, and some in which 
it is too near the bottom. The PENNY value 
Yaries in this respect more than the SIXPENCE. 
There are three j ewels, in separate compart­
ments, on the band of the coronet, the one over 
the ear being rather indistinct. The forehead is 
lightly shaded. One of the waves of the hair 
comes down so low as to cover the corner of the eyebrow. The front 
pearl of the coronet touches the white circle a little before the be­
ginning of the first H of CHRISTOPHER. A line dropped perpendicu­
larly down from the end of the right arm of the T in this same word 
would cut into the bunch of curls at the !Jack of the head. The ear 
is shaded all over, but very lightly at the bottom; indeed the whole 
of th e portrait is shaded all over, except a small part of the front 
of the forehead. 

Forged. 

Lithographed on rather thick, unsurfaced paper ; no watermark ; 
perforated badly 12t. The value is always placed in the centre of 
the containing label, neither too low nor too high. There are indis­
tinct blotches, instead of j ewels, in the three compartments of the 
lower band of the coronet. The forehead has no shading on it, and 
is therefore much too white. The base of the neck also is unshaded. 
The hair sweeps clear of the eyebrow. The front pearl of the 
coronet comes almost under the middle of the fi rst H of CH RISTOPHER. 
A perpendicular line let fall from the right-hand arm of the T of this 
word would cut off the back of the l1 ead without touching the 
chignon. The rim of the ear is not s)Jaded until it is covered by 
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The jleur-de-lys in the right-hand bottom spandrel is 

Postmarks. 
Genuine. A large circle, containing name and date. 
Forged. An outlined oval, containing six parallel bars. 

SAINT HELEN A. 

l d., 2d., 3 d ., 4d. , 6d., ls ., 5s . 

1856. Star watermark; unperforated; 6d. 
1862. Star watermark; perforated 15, 14, 12; 6cl. 
1863. Crown and CC. watermark; unperforated; ld., 4d., 6d. 
1864-74. Crown and CC. watermark; perforated 13; l d., 2d., 

3d., 4d., 1s., 5s. 
Genuine. 

Enrrraved in taille-douce, on white wove paper; watermarks and 
perfo~ations as in the above list, according to the elate of issue. The 
background of the corners is f?rmed l>y white lines, evidently 

scratched out ol a dark groundwork. The back­
ground of the central circle is formed by coloured 
lines on a white ground. The Queen's eyeball is 
darkly shaded all over. The pearl earring has 
one line of shading on it, like a comma, and the 
rest of the shading is not on the pearl, but under 
and behind it, so as to make it staud out con­
spicuously. The nose is as nearly as possible 
straight, only the slightest degree aquiline. There 
are four oblong white jewels in the band at the 

base of the coronet, the front one much shorter than the rest, owing 
to its being at the edge of the profile, and thus foreshortened, but 
quite distinct. The ornaments on the top of the coronet are crosses 
pattee and bunches of !lowers alternately, each bnnch showing the 
rose and thistle, and the central bunch showing the shamrock also. 
These, of course, are very small, but can be seen. The ear is shaded 
all over. The stop under the T of ST. is round, and the same 
diameter as the width of the stem of the T. There is no stop after 
HELE~A. J ust in front of the face there is a semicircle of twelve 
white clots, rather pear-shaped. There are also thirty-six white dots, 
more or a diamond-shape, surrounding the bust; there ought to be 
three more, but the front of the coronet hides one, and the neck hides 
two others. The two ends of the 8T. HELENA label are not cut 
straight oft', but are rather scalloped by the groundwork respectively 
to right and left of these ends. It is of couTse understood that the 
6d. has no surcharge, and that the other v.alues are all from the die 
of the 6d., but printed in ditrerent colours, and with the new value 
surcharged on them in black. 
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Fi1·st Forgery. 

Lithographed on very white wove paper; no watermark; per· 
forated 12~. Must of the background of the corners appears to be 
merely coloured blotches on a white ground. There is hardly any 
shading on the Queen's eyeuall. The pearl earring has rather too 
much shading upon it, but none behind or under it. There are only 
three oblong jewels at the base of the coronet, the front one being 
invisible, and they are too dark. The ornaments on the top of the 
coronet, between th e crosses pctttee, are apparently trefoils. Only 
the outline of the ear is shaded. The stop under the T of ST. appears 
to be a sort of upright oblong, but very small and indistinct. There 
is a very tiny white stop after HELENA. There are twelve dots in 
the semicircle in front of the face, as in the genuine; but they are 
very irregular in position, shape, and size, and the upper one is much 
too small, ancl too close to the face. There are only thirty-three dots 
in the circle round the bust, and some of them are hardly visible. 
The right-hand end of the top label is rounded outwards; the left­
hand end is ragged. 

Second Forgery. 

Lithographed, the paper much like that of the genuine; no water­
mark; unperforated. The corners of the stamp are evidently clark 
blotches on a white ground. The eyeball is only partly shaded. The 
pearl eaning is little better than a dark blotch. The nose is vulgar, 
with a hollowed curve near the point. Th ere appear to be traces of 
five oblong jewels in the hand at the base of the coronet, but the front 
one is very faint, and the back one is quite dark. The ornaments 
between the crosses pctttee are distinctly trefoils. The ear is not shaded 
all over. The stop under the T of ST. is square. There is a semicircle 
of fourteen white oblong clots in front of the face, and there is a 
circle of forty dots, or rather dashes, round the bust, none of which 
are hidden by the said bust. The two ends of the ST. HELE~A label 
are cut straight off. 

Thircl Forgery. 
Lithographed on stout, white wove paper; no watermark ; per­

forated 12. This looks infinitely worse than the one described as 
the "second for~ery," but I think it is merely the last state of that 
second forgery, before the stone was altogether used up. The design 
is the same, except that everything is much blotched, and the name, 
in particular, so very much blotched as to he almost unreadable. 

Fourth Forgery. 

This is a frightful thing. Lithographed on very thick, yellowish­
white wove paper; unwatermarked; unperforated. There are eight 
oblong jewels at the base of the crown, and the ornaments at the top 
seem to be all crosses p«ttee. The ends of the ST. HELEN A label are 
cut straight olf. There are thirteen white dashes in front of the 
face, and thirty-eight dashes round the bust. The nose is quite 
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hooked. The eyeball is white. The RHrcharge is in the same colour 
as the stamp, printed at the same time. Nobody is at all likely to 
be taken in by this counterfeit. 

Postmw·lcs. 

Genuine. A set of four very thick parallel bars ; also a set of four 
V's, placed point to point; also an unoutlined oval, formed by si.""< 
parallel lines of varying lengths ; also a penstroke. 

Forged. A set of small dots ; also a set of four concentric circles 
with five parallel bars in the centre; also an unoutlined oval, formed 
by eight bars of varying length ; also a large unontlined oval, formeJ 
by nineteen parallel bars, rather thin ; also fr ve concentric circles ; 
also a pen-stroke. 

SAINT LUCIA. 
No value. Red, blue, green, rose, slate- blue, emerald, 

black, yellow, violet, mauve, orange. 

18.59. Star watermark; perforated 1 5~; red, blue, green. 
1863. Crown and CC. watermark ; perforated 13 ; rose, slate­

blue, emerald-green. 
1865. Crown and CC. watermark; perforated 13; black, 

yellow, violet, mauve, orange. 

Genuine. 

Engraved in taille-douce, on moderately stout, yellowish-white 
wove paper; watermark, perforation, and colour as in the list above, 
according to the date of issue. The letters of the inscription ST. 

LUCIA POSTAGE are very nearly tall enough to 
touch both inner and outer outlines of the con­
tainiHg oYal. The ground work of the corners is 
of engine-turned design, very nicely executed. 
The ground of the central oval contains, first, a 
vertical strip of dark zigzag, quite to the left; 
then four very distinct, dark, diamond-shaped 
dots, close to the right of the dark zigzag pattern; 
then a broad strip of vertical wavy anrl zigzag 

white lines, crossed by twelve horizontal white bars, in front of 
which strip is drawn the profile of the face. There is a dark zigzag 
line under the chin, with two diamond-shaped dark dots to the right 
of it. There are two dark diamonds under the base of the neck, 
another above the first cross pattie of the crown, another below the 
u of LUCIA, and another below the beginn ing of the 1 of LUCIA. 
There is another dark vertical zigzag behind the hack of the head, 
and there are three of the dark diamond-shaped dots to the right of 
it. The mouth is open, and the expression of the face is pleasant. 
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The nose is very slightly aquiline. There is no sisn of any pupil to 
the eye. There is a very thick and dark line o! shading running 
round from below the base of the neck to the beginning of the hair 
at the back of the head. There is a similar very thick and dark line 
shading the back of the outline of the chignon. There is a row of 
fourteen pearls on the band of the coronet, just below the crosses 
pattee, &c. The said crosses pattee are squat, and do not look as 
though they were standing on stalks. 

Forged. 

Lithographed on moderately stout white wove paper; no water­
mark; perforated 13. The letters of the inscription ST. LUCIA are 
very close to the line of the oval above them, but a good distance 
from the line of the oval below them, and the letters of the word 
POSTAGE are at some little distance from both outlines of the oval. 
The A of this latter word seems to have dropped rather below its 
proper place. The groundwork of the corners is chiefly composed 
of black blotches on a white ground. The dark, vertical zigzag line 
to the very left of the central oval is visible, but the four dark, dis­
tinct, diamond-shaped dots are not there. To the right of this 
vertical zigzag line comes a vertical strip of dark wavy lines, not 
showing any cross-bars of white. There are no dots to the right of 
the zigzag line under the chin, neither are thet·e any in any of the 
other places mentioned in the genuine. The mouth is pursed up, 
and shut, and the general expression of the face as though in the 
act of listening to some tale of horror. The nose is quite Roman in 
outline. The eye, at a first glance, seems to have a decided pupil. 
The line of shading from the front of the base of the neck to the 
roots of the back-hair is not at all noticeable ; indeed the shading 
there is very little thicker or darker than elsewhere. The line behind 
the outline of the chignon also is not at all marked. About ten 
pearls can be counted on the band of the coronet, the others being 
hidden by the shading. The crosses pattee at the top of the coronet 
are set high up on stalks, like the trefoils. 

NOTE.-The values of these stamps are, I believe : 
Black, red one penny. 
Blue, yellow fottrpence. 
Green sixpence. 
Orange one shilling. 

Postmarks. 
Genuine. An oval, formed by four or five bars at the top and 

bottom, and two curved lines each side, enclosing the colony-letter 
and numeral. 

Forged. An outlined oval, containing six parallel bars ; also a set 
of eight parallel bars, set very close together; also an oval, somethiug 
like the genuine, but smaller. 
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ST. SALVADOR. 

I ssue of 1867. !, 1, 2, 4 Reales . 

Gemtine. 

Finely engraved in 
taille-douce, on stout 
wove paper, the face 
of which usually ap­
pears to be slightly 
smeared with the 
same tint as the 
design. 

In the i real the background, outside the central oval, is entirely 
fill ed up with vertical rows of the fraction "i" very often re­
peated. 

In the 1 real the said background is composed of repetitions of the 
word "UN." 

In the 2 reales the background is formed by repeti tions of the 
word" DOS." 

In the 4 reales the background is filled up with repetitions of the 
figure" 4.'' 

I on ly give this single test, as it will be found amply sufficient for 
the detection of the counterfeits, which are very pour. 

Forged. 

Poorly lithographed, on thinnish, white wove paper; unperforatecl, 
and also perforated 12. In all the values the background, outside 
the central oval, is composed of a sort of plaid or tartan pattern of 
wavy, crossed, vertical and horizontal lines, not in the least like the 
fi gures and words of the genuine. 

P ostmadcs. 

Genuine. A number of black clots, apparently intend ed for flm!1·s­
de-lys; also a thick circle, containing a monogram of the letters SS 

· in large ornamental characters; also a set of initiab in pen-and-ink; 
also a plain pen-stroke. 

Forged. Five concentric circles, with six parallel lines in the 
centre ; also a circle, containing unreadable letters. 

NoTE.-These forgeri es are extremely common, and yet one would 
think that the youngest coll ector could not possibly be deceived by 
them, especially if he had ever seen one of the beautifully-executed 
originals. 
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SAINT THOMAS AND PRINCE ISLANDS. 

I ssue of 1869-77. 5, 10, 20, 25, 4 0, 50, 100, 200, 300 R eis. 

Genuine. 

Engraved in epargne, on moderately thick, yellowish-white wove 
paper; perforated l 2t. There is an accent to the E of THOME. The 
central jewel in the band or circlet of the coronet is diamond-shaped ; 
the others, on each side of it, are oblong. The 
letter (and word) E, between THO~n: and 
PRINCIPE, has its bottom half considerably 
larger than the top half. The E of THOOIE is 
similarly shaped. :J'he line nnder CORREIO, 
and the line above REIS, are drawn right across 
from one boundary line to the other, touching 
both. The arches of the crown bear a number 
of pearls-nine on the left-hand arch, eleven 
on the next, five on the centre arch, eleven on 
the next, and nine on the right-hand arch. The corner ornaments 
are of a peculiar shape, rather uiflicul t to describe without a diagram. 
I magine two capital E's, placed face to face, a little distance apart, 
with the central tongue of each lengthened until they joined the 
two letters together, and a vertical cross-bar where the two tongues 
join. This is the shape of the ornaments in the corner squares as 
nearly as I can describe it. 

First F01·geTy. 
Lithographed on soft, t hin, very white wove paper ; badly per­

forated l2l The E of THOME is not accented. The jewels in the 
circlet of the crown are all diamond-shaped. The E between THOME 
and PRINCIPE is very nearly the same size both at the top and the 
bottom ; the E of THOME is also the same size both top and bottom. 
The line under CORREIO, and the line above REIS, on ly reach as far 
as the boundary line, and they do not touch the outer line at all. 
The first arch of the crown on the left-hand side has six pearls, the 
next arch has seven, the central arch has four, the next has seven, 
and the right-hand arch has five. The dots surrounding the central 
design are separate, and of various shapes and sizes, whereas in the 
genuine they seem to be tonching each other, and are all more or 
less diamond-shaped. 

Second Forgery. 
Lithographed on the same paper as that of the first forgery; 

perforated 1 2~. The E of THOME is properly accented, like the 
gtnuine ; and the line below COHREIO, and the line above RETS, go 
right across from one boundary line to the other, touching both, as 
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in the genuine. The chief difference i> in the corner ornaments. In 
this forgery they are not in the least like two E's joined face to face. 
To describe them I should say, Imagine a cross, with the arms pro­
ceeding in the usual manner for a little distance, and then each arm 
being bent three times to the left, the bends being rectangular, in 
the Etruscan style. Only three of the corner ornaments are of this 
shape ; the fourth is a sort of compromise between the shape of the 
genuine and that of the forged. The left-hand arch of the crown 
bears nine pearls, the next has ten, the central arch has four, the next 
has eleven, and the right-hanrl arch has nine. The letters of the word 
CORREIO touch the boundary line above them, and the word REIS 
only occupies auout half of the lahel containing it, leaving the other 
half for the numeral of value, whereas in the genuine the word and 
the numeral are equally spread out. The clots in the circle round 
the crown are nearly all oblong, instead of being diamond-shaped. 

Postmarks. 
Genuine. These stamps are not often seen cancelled. The post­

Inark is an oblong frame, containing name, &c., and with the corners 
of the said frame squared off. 

Forged. An oval, formed by four parallel straight lines at the top 
and bottom, and two curved lines each side, with a blank centre. 

N OTE.-Of the second forgery here described I only possess the 
5 reis, but most likely a full set exists. 

SAINT VINCENT. 
One P enny, Fourpence, Sixpence, One Shilli ng. 

186 1. No watermark; perforated 11 ~, 14, 14!, 15, 15!. 
1866. No watermark ; perforated 1 ~. I5~ . 
I869. No watermark; perforated ll t. 
I871. Waterm"rked with a star; perforated 14!, 15, I 2. 
187 6. Watermarked with a star; perforated 15. 
The values and colours of the above issues are as follows : 

186 1. I d., pale red, carmine-red; 6d., green. 1866. 4d., blue; 
Is., slate. I 869. Is ., dull blue; I d., red; 4d., yellow; 6d., 
yellow-green; 1s., red-brown. I 871. 1d., black; 6d., green; 
l s., red, dull red, wine-red. 1876. 6d., pale yellow-green; 1s., 
bright vermilion. 

Genuine. 

Engraved in taille-douce, on stout, yellowish-white wove paper; 
perforation, &c., as in the above list, according to the date of issue. 
The head is beautifully en graYed, the expression being rather solemn. 
There is a very thick and heavy clark outline Lehind the neck, 
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running down below the base of it to the front, and a simi lar 
line behind the back of the head and curl. The nose is slightly 
aquiline, and the face and bust are shaded all 
over, except a small portion below th e eye. The 
lines of shading on the top part of the head , 
which shows above the coronet, are not parallel, 
but radiating. The frame of the oval, each side 
of the bust, is composed of white lines, formin cr 
a sort of lattice-work; and the cliamond·shaped 
spaces between the w bite lines of this lattice-work 
are not solid, but filled up with crossed, oblique, 
dark lines of shading. The groundwork outside · this lattice-work 
oval is formed by numbers of interlacing, white, semicircular lines, 
scratched out of a clark background. Five oblong jewels can be 
made out at the base of the coronet, and fifteen pearls above the 
oblong jewels. The T of ST. has its vertical ctroke very nearly as 
wide as those of any of the other letters, and the stop below it is 
square, and quite as wide as the vertical stroke of the said T. The 
long curl which hangs clown behind the head is par~icularly clear 
and distinct. 

F()rged. 
Lithographed on rather stout, very white wove paper; no water­

mark; perfomtecl 13. The head is very poorly printed, and the 
expression of the face bad-tempered and sour. The thick outline 
behind the neck, below the neck, and behind the h ead, is hardly 
visible. The nose is straight. There arc several white, unshaclecl 
patches on the face and bust. The lines of sha• ling on the top 
of the head above the coronet are all parallel. The frame of the 
oval, each side of the bust, forms a very coarse lattice-work, and the 
spaces between the lines of this lattice-work are fi lled up with solid 
colour, instead of crossed clark lines. The groundwork of the 
spandrels, outside this lattice-work oval, is com posed of coloured 
dots, on a white ground, without any particular des ign or pattern. 
The row of j ewels cannot be made out, and there are twelve or 
thirteen pearls above where the oblong j ewels ou~ht to be. The T 
of ST. has its vertical stroke very much thinner than those of the 
other letters of the inscriptions, and the stop below it is an upright 
oblong, and sometimes is almost oval or rounded, the same width as 
the vertical stroke of the T. The long curl which hangs down behind 
the head is hardly visible at all at first sight. 

Postmarks. 
Genuine. An oval, formed by two thick, or three thin lines at the 

top and bottom, and two curved lines each side, containing the colony 
letter and number, "A 10 ''; also a small circle, containing name 
and date, like an English date-stamp. 

Forged. An oval, formed by four straight lines, top and bottom, 
and two curved lines each side, with a blank centre. 
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SANDWICH ISLANDS. 

Second Issue of 1852. 5, 13 Cents, blue. 

Of the rare early issue" of this country I have neither the 
genuine nor the forgeries ; but, unwilling to leave them out 
altogether, I condense the description of them from l\Ir. Atlee's 
set of papers in the Philatelical Journal, to which I beg to 
refer my reader,;; for a full account of the first issues. 

Genuine. 

Engraved in epargne, or typographeil, on yellow­
ish-white wove paper; ungummed. The outer 
corn ers of the fancy square are formed, each by a 
single semicircular line, holding a small three-lobed 
flower. 

F01·ged. 
Lithographed(?) on yellowish-white wove paper, 

very like that of the genuine ; gulllmed. The 
outer corners of the fancy square are the smne as 

the annexed illustration, the flowers uot being joined to the corners, 
but plainly separate from them. 

P ostmarks. 
I do not know what was the cancellation of the genuine, but the 

forger.v is cancelled with a large circle, with date in the centre, and 
u. s., HONOLULU, round the circle. 

Nol'E.-There is a 2 cents of a very similar type to the 5 and 13 
cents above described. It is, I believe, bogus. 

Issue of 1852-53. Five Cents, blue. 

Gen1tine. 
Engraved in taille-douce, on white, and al so on very blui sh-white 

wove paper. There are two li t tle dots or marks proj ecting down­
wards from the liue above FIVE C'l'S-one of them between the F and 
I of FIVE, ancl the other between th e •r and s of C'l'S. 
The fact is, that the 13 cents value was the first 
engraved, and th e sam e die used for the 5 cents ; 
and t hese two marks are the remains of t.he two 
lin es found in the higher valne, and which were not 
altogether cut away wlten th e di e was altered for 
the 5 cents value. The uack;;round bchin<l the bn; t 
is fornted by thick horizontal lines, crossed \Jy 
obl i<JUe ones, which run down from right to left, so ~..;;..--~ 
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that the spaces between the lines are obliqlle white diamond; . The 
top of the hair touches the eighth hori zontal line of shading of tl1e 
background, counting from the top, anti the hair begins, on the left 
side of the stamp, level with the twenty-second line from the top. 
The coat shows six buttons down each side ; they are white and 
distinct, but scarcely round. The embroidered spray or branch on 
the coat, at the left side of the stamp, has twelve very distinct white 
leaves, and the corresponding spray on the right side of the stan1p 
has ten similar white leave;. The seam clown the centre of the coat 
is formed by two dark lines, close together. There is a vertical dark 
line, bordering the central picture, running clown to the left of 
HAWAIIA N I S., and another similar line running down to the right 
of HONOLULU. These lines reach from the top of the stamp to the 
line above FIVE CTS. The white lines marking the top edges of the 
collar do not join in front, where the seam of the coat touches them. 
The side of the collar on the left of the stamp is shaded by fi ve dark 
lines, counting the one which joins th e coat; and the side of the 
collar on the right of the stamp also shows live lines, but not so 
clistinct.ly as in the other half. Both arms are cut obliquely off; the 
arm on the left side of the stamp touches the clark line of the frame, 
to the right of the letters HON of HONOLULU, and the line dividing 
the arm from the chest does not quite reach to the bottom, where it 
is cut off. The other arm is at some li ttle distance from the frame, 
by the N I S. of HAWAIIAN I S. The line separating it from the chest 
reaches to th e bottom of the outline of the chest, and the bottom of 
the arm curves away from the chest, instead of touching it. The 
moustache, though small, is dark, aml easily seeu. Both nostrils are 
of equal size and shape. A line drawn along the outside edge of the 
back cf the E of POSTAGE would cut the mouth in two, and pass 
between the third and fourth buttons of the coat on the left side of 
the stamp, counting from the top. 

First Forgery. 

Lithographed on rather thin, pale blue paper. The two clots 
which ought to show in the line above F IVE CTS. are absent. This 
is the easiest test for all the forgeries which I have seen. The white 
clots in the background, behind the bust, are quite shapeless, instead 
of being diamond-shaped. The top of the hair touches the seventh 
horizontal line from the top, and the hair begins on the left side of 
the stamp at the twenty-third line from the top, but these lines are 
so blotched that it is very difficult to count them. There are five 
round white buttons on the coat at the left side of the stamp, and a 
very tiny white clot above the uppermost one, which is probably 
intended for the sixth button. There seem to be seven buttons on 
the other side of the coat, but they are indistinct. The seam clown 
the centre of the coat is formed by a single clark line ; this line is 
very thin at the top. The vertical line to the left of HAWAIIAN IS, 
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reaches from the top of the stamp to nearly the bottom of the 
POSTAGE label, then it breaks off altogether; then another portion of 
it can be traced to the left of WAil; theu no more of it can be seen, 
so that the chief part of the shaded background of the central 
picture has no outline on the right side of the stamp. Indeed, if 
the line from the top were continued clown the stamp, it would cut 
right into the crossed lines of the background, instead of bordering 
them. The white lines marking tl1 e top edge of the collar distinctly 
join in the front, above the line of the seam of the coat. The collar, 
on the left side of the stamp, is shaded with three clark lines, and the 
other side of the collar is shaded with what appears to be a solid 
blotch of colour, instead of lines. The arm on the left side of the 
stamp is cut obliquely off, but the other arm is cut off by a very 
curved, concave line, which does not stand out clearly from the back­
ground. The arm on the left side of the stamp does not go near to 
the outline of the central picture, and the bottom of the arm on the 
other side of the stamp touches the boundary of the picture between 
I and s of IS. The bottom of the arm on this same right side of the 
stamp curves very slightly away from the chest, but there is no line 
to separate it from the chest. The moustache is so very small that 
it might be easily mistaken for two of the shaded lines of the face. 
The nostrils are hardly equal in size. A line drawn clown the back 
edge of the E of POSTAGE would pass clear to the left of the mouth, 
and cut through the cent1e of the second large button from the top, 
not counting the white speck as a button. 

Second Forgery. 

This is very poor. Lithographed on yellowish-white wove paper, 
thick and soft. There are no dots in the line over FIVE CTS. The 
lines in the background of the picture are so very indistinct that the 
said background appears to be formed by rows of white and shapeless 
dots. The coat, on the right side of the stamp, shows six buttons, 
the top one much too small ; and the other side of the coat seems to 
have ten buttons, but thq are irregularly placed, some of them 
being side by side, instead of in one straight line. The spray on the 
ri ght side of the stamp has only nine leaves. The seam clown the 
centre of the coat shows three lines part of the way, but the rest is 
blotched into one thick line. The white lines marking the eclge of 
the collar j oin in the front. The collar, on the left side of the stamp, 
is shaded by five clark lines, the bottom one, which joins the coat, 
being very much too thick. The other side of the collar is partly 
blotched, but shows traces of four clark lines, very thin. The arms 
clo not reach to the boundary on either side. The moustache is 
absent. The nostrils arc not nearly so broad as in the genuine. A 
line drawn clown the back of the E of POSTAGE would j1<st clear 
the left side of the mouth, and cut into the fourth button from 
the top. 
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Third Forgery. 
This is very like the last, but better printed. Lithographed on 

pale blue wove paper, showing the meshes of the wire-gauze on 
which it was made, rather thin unci hard. There are no dots in the 
line al,ove FIVE CTS. A good portion of the background of the 
picture is blotched into a solid mass of colour, and the rest hardly 
shows any traces of the oblique lines, so that it appears to be com­
posed of shapeless white clots on a coloured ground. There are 
seven buttons on the coat at the left side of the stamp, the top one 
being very small. The other side of the coat appears to have only 
three buttons, at great distances apart. The leaves on the branches 
are not outlined, so as to be merely white patches. The seam down 
the centre of the coat is composed of one very thick line. The 
sides of the picture are nicely level in this forgery, but they do not 
appear to have a boundary line. The white lines marking the edges 
of the collar join in front, above the clark line of the seam of the 
coat. The lines of shading on the collar are the same as in the 
second forgery. There is no moustache. The nose is much too wide 
along the middle, but the nostrils are not broad enough. 

Fourth Forgery. 
Lithographed on pale blue wove paper, rather thin. There are no 

coloured dots in the line above FIVE CTS. The buttons on the coat 
are ronnel, and outlined. The seam clown the centre of the coat is 
formed by one thick line, which however is separated into two lines 
for a short distance, just at the top. The vertical line, to the left of 
HAWAIIAN rs., cuts into the edge of the background of the picture, 
or rather, the background projects to the right, over the edge of the 
boundary line. The white lines of the edges of the collar join in 
the front, where the seam of the coat touches them. There are only 
three lines of shading in the collar on the left side of the stamp, and 
the lines of shading on the other side of the collar cannot be made 
out. The arm on the right side of the stamp almost touches the 
outline, !Jut the outline and the back;;round are very broken and 
irregular just there. The moustache is visible, but not sufficiently 
distinct from the lines of shading on the cheek. There is a white 
patch on the chin, with a clark clot in the centre of the white patch. 
These are not in the genuine. A line drawn from the back edge of 
the E of POSTAGE would pass quite clear to the left of the mouth, 
and go between the first and second buttons from the top, on the 
left side of the stamp. The outline under POSTAGE is ragged and 
uneven. This is, perhaps, the best of the forgeries which I have seen, 
the Lackground being fairly copied. 

Mr. Atl ee, in the Philatelical Jou?·nal, gives a descripti on of five 
forgeries in his possession. I have only ueen able to identify one of 
them, which is the same as my second forgery. His tests arc as 
follows, Lut it will be understood that I have not seen the forgeries 
themselves. 
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Atlee's Fil'St Forgery. 

Lithographed in pale washy blue, on coarse white paper, wider 
than the genuine, lmt not so tall. The face is shaded by specks, 
irregularly scattered, instead of lines. There is no moustache, and 
the chin is entirely unshadecl. The leaves are very indistinct on the 
right side of the stamp. The side-frames are the same width as the 
bottom one ; the side lettering is, therefore, much too large. The 
letters II of HAWAIIAN are like an N, with one clot over it. The 
corner figures are very large. 

Atlee's Second Forgery. 

Lithographed in deep blue, on thick white paper, and also on blue 
paper. There are no dots on the right side of the chin. The white 
line of the edge of the collar is so thin as to be hardly visible. There 
are only ten leaves on the coat, at the left side of the stamp, and 
there are no buttons on the other side of the coat. The seam of the 
coat is formed by two lines, but they are very wide apart. The line 
under the left-hand 5 cuts into the outline of the POSTAGE label. 
The last u of HONOLULU is large, and badly shaped. The second A 
of HAWAIIAN is at some distance from the following r. 

Atlee's Third Forgery. 

Lithographed in pale blue, on coarse paper. The white line of the 
edge of the collar is very thin. The left arm is rounded off. The r 
of rs is like an ordinary l. The s of CTS slants to the left. 

Atlee's Fourth Forgery. 

Lithographed in blue, on white paper; also in black, on blue paper. 
The face is very boyish-looking, without moustache. There is a wide 
space between the left arm and the side. The background is solid, 
with lines of white spots. 

Atlee's Fifth Forgery. 

This is the one which I have already described as my second 
forgery. 

Postrnarks. 

Genuine. I have no cancelled copy of the genuine. 
Forged. A set of parallel bars, very wide apart ; also a set of four 

concentric circles. 

Same Issue- 13 Cents, red. 

Genuine. 

Engraved in taille-do1tce, on rather thin, very ye!lo·wish-white oc 
tinted wove paper; gum brownish. The central picture is exactly 
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the same as that of the genuine 5 cents. There is a double line under 
t he figures 13 on each side, in the top corners of the stamp. In the 
left-hand frame there is a dash after HAWAIIAN, and a stop after CTS. 
This stop almost touches the double line under the 1:3. The cross­
stroke of the 'l' of CTS is quite distinct. In the right-hand frame 
there is au oblong stop after STATES, the 8 is very littl e higher than 
th e s which precedes it, and there is no stop after C'fS. The outer 
border of the stamp on this right side is composed of two thin lines, 
close to)lether. In the bottom frame the foot-stroke uf the 1 of 13 
is very long, and it touches the 3 wh ich follows it. There is a very 
small stop after the CT~ in the right-hand bottom corner, and this 
stop touches the frame, or ruther projects from it. The bottom line 
of the stamp is quite as thick as the line above 13 and CTS in the 
lower sq nares. 

Fi,·st Forgery. 

This is the latest production, but I take it first, as it is infinitely 
better than any of the others, being an extrentely dangerous forgery. 
It is engraved in taille-douce, on very thick, very white paper, so thick 
as to be almost canlboard. The top of the hair goes between the 
seventh and eighth horizontal lines of the shadi ng of the back­
ground, counti ng from th e top; and the hair begin .... , on the left side 
of the stamp, between the twentieth ami twenty-first lines of the 
shading. The white lines which mark the edges of the collar touch 
in front, above the eeam of the coat. The collar on the right side 
of the. stamp appears to have six lines of shading, instead of five. 
The arm on the right side of the stamp j~Lst touches the border, be­
tween the 8 and c of 8 CTS; this arm in the genuine is at some 
distance from the side. The line under t he 13 in each of the 
top corners is really double, but the two lines are so very close to­
gether as to look like one thick line. The stop after CTS in the left­
hand frame is quite clear of the li ne under the 13. The cross-stroke 
of the T of this same C'fS is very faint, almost in visible. In the 
right-hand frame there is a square stop after cTs, Yery small; the 8 
appears to be just the same height as the s which precedes it; and 
the T of CTS is the same height as the s, instead of being co11siderably 
taller than the said s. The outer bonier of the stamp on this right­
hand side is formed by a si ngle line. In the bottom frame the foot­
stroke of the 1 of 13 is short, and does not anything like touch the 
3. There is no indication of a stop after the CTS in the right-hand 
bottom corner. The bottom line of the stamp is much thinner than 
the thick lines over 13 and CTS in the bottom corners of the stamp. 

Second Forgery. 

J,ithographed on thin, poor, very white wove paper. The white 
dots of the background, between the crossed lines, are quite shape­
less, instead of being diamond-shaped. The top of the hair touches 
the sixth horizontal line of sharling from the top, as far as I can 

2 E 
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make out, and the hair begins, on the left side of the stamp, about 
the eighteenth line from the top. The coat shows five large round 
buttons on the left side of the stamp. The seam down the centre of 
the coat is formed by one thick line. The sicle-outlines of the 
central picture are very ragged. The white lines marking the top 
edges of the collar join above the seam of the coat. The collar on 
the left side of the stamp is shaded by three dark lines, and the other 
side of the collar is blotched, so that the lines cannot be counted. 
The arm on the right side of the stamp is cut off in a most ragged 
and irregular manner, as though it had been amputated with a blunt 
hatchet; it touches the border between the 8 and c of 8 CTS. The arm 
on the left side of the stamp does not touch the border. The two 
sides of the moustache are not shaped alike. The nostril is splayed 
out on the left side of the stamp, but not on the other side. The 
line under each of the figures 13 in the top corners of the stamp is 
single. There is no stop after CTS in the left-hand frame. The T of 
this word is too tall, being the same height as the c which precedes 
it. In the right-hand frame there is a small round stop after STATES, 
and the bottom half of the 8 is very much larger than the top half. 
The outer border of the stamp on this right side is formed by one 
line. In the bottom frame the foot-stroke of the 1 of 13 is short, 
and does not touch the 3. There is no stop after the CTS in the 
right-hand bottom corner. 

Third Forgery. 

Lithographed on hard, yellowish-white wove paper, rather thick. 
The hair begins, on the left side of the stamp, leYel with the twenty­
third line of the horizontal shading. The buttons of the coat, on the 
left side of the stamp, are so very faint that they can hardly be seen; 
there appear to be about six. On the other side of the coat they are 
still more indistinct, and only one can be made out with certainty. 
The seam down the centre of the coat is formed by two dark lines, 
but they are wide apart. The white lines forming the edges of the 
collar are very thin, not nearly so distinct as in the genuine. The 
collar on the right side of the stamp shows only four lines. Neither 
of the arms touches the frame. There is a single line under the 13 
in each of the top corners. The word HAWAIIAN in the left-hand 
frame is spelt BAWANIIAN; there is no dash after it, and the T of CTS 
is as tall as the c. In the right-hand frame there is no stop after 
STATES; the 8 is very much taller than the s which precedes it, and 
there is a distinct stop after CTS. In the bottom frame the foot­
stroke to the 1 of !3 is very short, and does not anything like touch 
the 3 ; there is a large stop aft.er the CTS, but my specimen is cut 
away just there, so that I cannot say whether the stop touches the 
right-hand outline of the frame. The letters IA of HAWAIIAN in this 
bottom frame touch each other; they are separate in the genuine, 
and in all the other forgeries. 
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Fo><rth Forgery. 
This needs only a few words of description. It is printed in blue, 

insteall of red, on thin , blue wove paper. The face is almost all white. 
There is only a single line under the 13 in each of the top corners. 
The second A of HAWAIIAN, in the left-hand frame, is JHnch too 
widely splayed out, and the stop after CTS appears to be much higher 
than the level of th e bottom uf the letters. In the nRht-haml frame 
there is no stop after STATES, the 8 is a good deal taller than the s 
which precedes it, and there is a distinct stop after CTS. In the 
bottom frame the 1 of 13 has hardly any foot-stroke at all. The left 
side of the stamp is composed of a single line. 

Mr. Atlee mentions four forgeries of this stamp; three of them are 
amongst the four which I have already descriued. 

Atlee's Fourth Forgery. 
Lithographed on slightly blue paper, backed with white gum; 

colour, a bright vermilion. There is no stop after STATES, and the 
lettering of UNITED is very uneven. The arm touches the frame on 
the right-hand side of the stamp. There is no stop after CTS in the 
bottom right-hand corner. 

Postmarks. 
I have no cancelled copy of the genuine. 
Forged. A set of four concentric circles; also the same with short 

parallel lines in the ~entre; als? a large outlined oval, conta-ini ng 
HAWAIIAN, and sometlung else wluch I have been unable to decipher. 

The first forgery is quite new; it is of German origin, and marks 
a new era in forgery-making. Of course when a counterfeiter goes 
to the expense of having a taille-donce engraving made, he naturally 
tries to get as exact a copy as possible, and I must warn my readers 
particularly against this most successful falsification. 

Issue of 1862. 2 Cents, red. 

Genuine. 

Engraved in taille-douce, on thin, very yellowish-whi te, or rather, 
tinted wove paper, backed with brownish gum. Also lithographed, 
on laid paper. Those who know more about these 
stamps than I do must decide as to whether the 
lithograph or the engraviug is the 1nore authentic. 
Mr. Atlee's article states that, in his opinion, the 
engraved ones were made to oblige collectors; but 
Mr. Pemberton's Hanclboolc catalogues them side by 
side, as though the two were of equal value. I have 
only the engraved one in my possession, and there­
fore must describe from that; but the two are alike, 
except for the difference between a lithograph and 
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a taille-douce engraving. There is a distinct stop after KENETA. The 
2 in the right upper corner is in the centre of its con-taining square; 
and the 2 in the left top corner, though not quite in the centre, is not 
uear the right side of the containing square.· None of the large leaves 
of the branches in the side-frames touch the side lines of the frames. 
The stop after LETA is nearer to the A than to the side of the frame. 
The nose is shaded all over. The thin clark line under UKU LETA 
cuts through the inner line of the side-frame on the left-hand side. 
The beard is not at all prominent, but it appears to end some little 
distance above the bottom outline of the central picture. 

Forged. 
Lithographed on very white wove paper, moderately thick. The 

gum, 'vhen there is any, is white. There is no stop after KENETA. 
The 2 in the right upper corner is too low, too much to the right, 
and very close to the right side of the frame. The 2 in the left-hand 
corner is still more out of the centre; it rests upon the bottom of 
the frame, and touches the right boundary line. The large leaf on 
the right side of the branch in the left-hand frame touches the frame 
to the right of it. The stop after LE'rA is equidistant from the A 
and the side of the frame. The nose is quite white and unshaded 
all down its centre. T he thin dark line under DKU LETA only joins 
t he inner line of the side-frame on the left-hand side, instead of 
cutting right through it. The beard is 1nuch 1nore distinct and 
prominent than in the genuine, and the point, which can be plainly 
seen, comes clown very close to the bottom outline of the central 
picture. 

Postmarks. 
Gen·uine. I have no cancell ed specimen. 
Fm·ged. A set of four concentric circles, with five short parallel 

lines in the centre. 

I s sue of 1864 . 2 Cents , v ermilion. 

Genuine. 
Engraved in taille-douce, on thick, very yellowish-white, or tinted 

wove paper, backed with brownish gum, and perforated 12, very 
clearly. The ligures of value in the top corners of 
the stamp are on a ground of very tine crossed 
l ines, placed very close together. The front of the 
foot of each 2 ends in a large white h<ll l. The 
white parts of the feet of the H of HAWAII do not 
touch each other, and the A hardly touches the H; 
the last A and the I do not tonch each other either. 
(It is true that the shadows or outlines of the 
letters seem to touch, but the white parts do not.) 
The long stem of the floral ornament which forms 
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the middle part of the frame of the left side of the stamp is crossed 
by twenty-five short, parallel, horizontal lines, each line being 
double ; and the similar ornament in the middle of the frame on the 
right side of the stamp bears twenty-three of these pairs of lines. 
The shoulder on the right side of the stamp is shaded by eleven very 
thick dark lines, counting where the shoulder is widest; and the 
other shoulder bears twelve lines in its widest part. The outer corner 
of the necktie, above the UA of ELUA, projects into the background, 
outside the outline of the shoulder. The little roses, or whatever 
flowers they are, below each end of the HAWAII label, have a tiny 
dot in their centres, from which radiate a few very fme lines. 

Forged. 

Lithographed on poor, thin, very white wove paper, with white 
gum, when there is any; perforated very badly some uncountable 
number. The figures of value in the top corners are on solid back­
groun<ls. The front of th e foot of each 2 ends in a very tiny ball, 
more like a rounded hook than a ball. The feet of the H of HAWAII 

are joined by a distinct white line or bar, which is coatinuecl into 
the tirst fo ot of the following A; the second A and the I are joined 
together by a white line. The long stem of the ornament forming 
th e middle of the left-hand side of the frame of the stamp is crossed 
by fourteen pairs of short, horizontal lines, most of them showing 
very plainly that thev are doubl e, but some of the top ones are 
blotched together. There are either sixteen or seventeen similar 
pairs of lin es in the corresponding ornament on the right side of the 
stamp. The shoulder on the right side of the stamp is shaded by 
seven tltick dark lines, and the other shot1lder is shaded by ten lines. 
The outer corner of the necktie, above the UA of ELUA, does not 
proj ect beyond the outline of the coat into the background. There 
is a large dark dot in the centre of the flower, below the left-hand 
end of the HAWAII label, and the flower at the other end of the label 
contains a great dark blotch. This forgery is very common, but I do 
not think it is likely to be dangerous. 

Postrnarks. 

Genuine. My copies are uncancelled. 
Forged. A set of four concentric circles, rather wide apart, with 

a blank centre; also a similar set, much closer together, with straight 
parallel lines in the centre ; also a set of parallel straight bars, wide 
apart. 

I ssue of 1866. F ive Cents, b lue. 

Genuine. 

Engraved in taille-douce, on stout, white, or bluish-white wove 
paper, generally more or less smeared on the front with a blue tint, 
and clearly perforated 12. The numerals in the upper corners are on 
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a ground of very fine crossed lines, and the bottom of each 5 ends in 
a very large white ball. The letters of H AWAII 
are set too high in the label, being considerably 
nearer to the top than to the bottom of it. The 
bottom of the stop after KENETA is level with the 
bottom of the A. There are thir ty-two pairs 
of short lines drawn across th e long ornament 
which forms the middle of the left-hand side 
of the stamp, and about twenty-six pairs of 
similar lines in the corresponding ornament 
forming the middle of the right side of the 
frame. The background to the portrait is formed 

by very fin e lines, placed very closed together. The top of the hair 
touches the ninth of these lines from the top of the oval. The side 
of the collar, on the right of the stamp, is shaded by nine dark lines, 
not blotched together. The lmtton on the chest is not conspicuous, 
as all the portion which is not shaded is coloured a dark blue. 

Forged. 
Li thographed on common, medium, soft, very white wove paper; 

very badly perforated, so that I cannot tell the gange. The numerals 
in the upper corners are on a ground of solid colour, and the white 
ball of each 5 is very small compared with the genuine. The letters 
of the word HAWA II are set bett er than in the genuine, being at an 
equal distance from the top and bottom of the label. The bottom 
of the stop after the A of KENETA is di stinctly above the level of 
the bottom of the A. There are twenty-eight pairs of short lines 
crossing the long stem of the ornament which forms the middle of 
left side of the f1·ame, the lower ones being very imperfect; and there 
are twenty pairs in the con esponding ornament on the other side of 
the stamp. The two lines of each pair, as in the forged 2 cents just 
descri bed, are much wider apart than in th e genuine. The back­
ground to the portrait is formed by fine horizontal lines, but they are 
too far apart. The top of the hair touches the seventh line fron( the 
top of the oval. There is a small white patch at the back of the 
parting on the top of the head, which is not visible in the genuine. 
The side of the coll ar, on the right of the stamp, is shaded by eight 
or nine lines, but they are dreadfull y blotched. There is a little 
white circle or ball close to the upper right-hand corner of the w of 
H AWAII which does not ex ist in the genuine. Th e button of the 
chest is very conspicuous, the part which is not shaded being per­
fectly white. 

P ostmm·lcs. 
Genttine. 111y only cancell ed copy bears several pen-strokes. 
Forged. A set of fi ve concentric circles, with straight lines in the 

centre ; also an unoutlined oval, formed by straight lines at the top 
and bottom, and curved lines at the sides. 
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I ssue of 1871. 1 Cent, mauve. 

Genuine. 

Engraved in taille-douce, on creamy-white wove paper ; perforated 
12. The stamp is backed with dark brown gum. The oval round 
the bead is perfect in all parts. The figures in ~...,...,.,.. 
the bottom corners are nearer to the Lottom ~ _._ ~ 
than to the top of the containing circles. The l 
lettering .is in that peculiar thick type favoured 
by the A1nerican engravers, as in the latest ) 
Newfoundlands, &c. The H and I of AKAHI ) 

touch each other at the top and bottom, and u 
the I Of AKAH! and the K of KENETA are ~ 
separated from each other Ly a clark space of ~ 
background, which, in consequence of the ~ 
curved shape of the letters, forms an exact ~ 
circle. The eyes are well open, and there is a light in the pupils. 
The nose is well drawn. The lips are not very full. 

Forged. 

Coarsely lithographed, on very white wove paper; perforated 13. 
The stamp is not gummed. The oval round the head is not con­
tinuous, but divided; and the two ends overlap under the word 
HAWAII, one end forming the ],ottom of the name-label. The figures 
in the bottom corners are much nearer to the top than to the bottom 
of their containing-circles. The lettering is thin and meagre, and all 
too straight. The Hand r of AKAHI are not near each other. The 
I of AKA HI and the K of KEN ETA are very far apart, s0 that the space 
between them is a transverse oval, instead of a circle. The left eye 
i• half shut, or, at least, not so wide open as the right, and the pupils 
are clark, without any light in them. The nose is absurdly broad; 
the right nostril hardly visible, and the left nostril much exaggerated. 
The lips are very full, as though the princess were blowing at some­
thing. There is a very white patch just above the right shoulder. 

Postmarks. 

Genuine. I have not seen anything but a clumsy blotch on the 
genuine stamps, which are not common cancelled. 

Forged. A set of thin concentric circles. 

Same I ssue. 6 Cents, green. 

Genuine. 
Engraved in taille-douce, on yellowish-white wove paper; per­

forated 12. All the lettering is very clear and clistiuct. The two 
circles in the upper corners are mathematically true. The letters 
HA of HAWAII touch each other, as do also the letters TA of KENETA. 
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There is plenty of hair on both sides of the head. The coat has a 
r~~~~""'-~'!1 line drawn down its centre to mark where the 

two sides button together. The middle button 
is white, except that it has a dot in the centre, 
and a ring round the outside. There is a point 
uncler the letters KE of KENETA, which comes 
down below the boundary-line. 

Forged. 
Lithographed on yellowish paper; perforated 

13. The lettering looks ragged. The two 
~~~~~~"" circles in the upper corners are very badly 

drawn, and the outline is broken and untrue. The letters HA of 
RA WAII do not touch each other, neither do the letters TA of KEN ETA. 
The king seems to have hardly any hair on the left side of his heau. 
There is no join in the coat where it buttons. The middle button 
is shaded nearly all over, except a small white patch on one side of 
it. The point under the letters KE does not come within two or 
three lines of the boundary, instead of overlapping it as in the 
genuine. The perforation is rather better than usual, but the minor 
details of the drawing are bad. The colour of the original is rather 
like that of the United States, 3 cents, whilst the forgery is u 

• peculiar shade of chalky, yellow-green. The eyes are very much 
too fierce and glaring. 

Postmarks. 

Genuine. I have no cancelled copy. 
Forged. A set of concentric circles, as in the 1 cent. 

Same Issue. 18 Cents, red. 
Gemtine. 

Engraved in taille·douce, on yellowish-white wove paper; perfor­
ated 12. The eyes are pretty well open, anu the pupils visiLle. 
There are three strongly-marked "crow's-feet" 
wrinkles in the corner of the right eye. The 
two strong wrinkles on each side of the nose 
are exactly opposite to each other. The coat 
and waistcoat are very distinct, so that there is 
no difficulty in seeing which is which. The 
figure l is the same in both the bottom corners. 
All the labels stand out distiuctly from the 
backgrount!. All the lines of shading through­
out are extremely fine, except the lines on the 
coat, which are a very great deal thicker than 
the rest. There are two little triangles coming down from the top, 
over the Rand last I of 11AWAII; half of the one over the His very 
darkly shaded, and the one over the I is hardly shaded at all. The 
bow of the necktie is very distinct. 
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Forged. 
Lithographed on very yellowish paper; perforated 13. The eyes 

are almost shut, and the pupils are not visible. There are no 
wrinkles to be seen in the corner of the right eye. The wrinkles 
each side of the nose are not opposite to each other, the one on the 
right cheek being considerably higher than the one on the left. It 
is impossiiJle to say which is coat ami which is waistcoat, as they are 
indistinctly drawn. The figures in the bottom corners are not both 
alike, the left-hand I being larger than the other. The labels do not 
stand out well from the background, and the lines of shading 
throughout are rather coarse, those on the coat being no thicker 
than the rest. The two little triangles over the H and tl1e last I of 
HA WAil are both very darkly shaded, and form part of an arch over 
the name-the rest of the arch being supposed to be cut """''Y Ly 
the top outline of the stamp-but this is much more evident in the 
forgery than in the genuine. The bow of the necktie is not wel l 
drawn, and the right-hand end is particu larly indistinct. This 
forgery is ungurumed. 

Postmarks. 
Genuine. I have only one cancelled copy of the genuine, and it 

merely bears a shapeless blotch. 
Forged. An oval, formed by four straight lines at the top an,[ 

bottom, and five cm·vec) lines each side. 

Figure Issue~. 1 Cent, 2 Cents. 

I am sorry to say that I am compelled to leave out all notice 
of these stamps, and of the shoals of counter­
feits. It is no use attempting to describe them 
without having (i,ll t he varying types before 
me; and I have utterly fai led in obtaining 
more than two or three undoubted specimens, 
so that any description which I could write 
would only confuse my readers and lead them 
astray, instead of enlightening them. 

SAXONY. 

Issue of 1850. 3 Pfennige, red. 

Genuine. 

r-I ~ J ~ 

:1. Cent. 

Engraved in epargne, on toleraDly stout, white wove paper. The 
stamp is rather more than three-quarters of an inch square. The s 
and N of SACHSEN are at equal distances from their respective ends 
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of the label. The letters of PFENNIGE do not touch each other any­
where, and there is no stop after the word. The A of FRA,;co is 
square at the top, and its cross-bar is placed very low down. There 

is a good distance between the dark uack.~round 
behind the 3, and the thin coloured line running 
all round the square, so that there would be 
plenty of room to draw another line between 
them. In each of the four corners of the stamp 
there is a sort of flower, with a cross or star in 
the centre of it, and, opposite to each point of each 
cross or star, there is a curved coloured line, 

following the curve of the petal of the flower. The fl ower in the 
left-hand top corner of the stamp has four of these curved lines, one 
opposite to each of the points of the cross or star ; but, in each of 
the other flowers, the one which ought to be opposite to the upper 
left-hand point of each cross or star is missing, whether by accident 
or design I do not know. The outer line of the frame of the stamp 
is very thick, many times thicker than the thin inner line which 
runs parallel with it inside. The lettering is a good deal sunk into 
the paper. 

First Forgery. 

Lithographed on horizontally-laid paper, of a very yellowish tint. 
The stamp is decidedly less than three-quarters of an inch square. 
The letters NNI of PFENNIGE are all joined together at the top. The 
letters RA of FRANCO are joined together at the bottom, though they 
are sepatate in the genuine. The distance between the dark back­
ground containing the 3, and the thin line running all round the 
square, is not equal on all sides, so that the two vertical lines to the 
right-hand of DREI are closer together than the two si milar lines to 
the left-hand of PFENNIGE. There are no curved lines opposite to 
any of the ends of the stars or crosses in the centres of the corner 
fl owers. If I have made myself understood, this is an easy test. 
The outer frame is the same thickness as the thin inner one running 
pamllel with it. The lettering is not at all indeuted or sunk into 
the paper. 

Second Forgery. 

This is very much better than the last, and it is decidedly a 
dangerous forgery. Indeed, I had a specimen in my own collection 
for a long time without suspecting it, as it had come to me from one 
of our principal dealers. It is very nicely lithogmphed, on very 
yellowish wove paper. The stamp is considerably less than three­
quarters of an inch square. The s of SACHsEN is much nearer to 
the left-hand end of the label than the N is to the right-hand end of 
it. There is a stop after the word PFENNIGE. The A of FRANCO is 
sl1arp at the top, and tlte cross-bar is placeu about the middle of the 
letter. There is hardly room to draw another line between the 
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central square and the thin coloured line running all round it. The 
flower in th e right-hand top corner is tolerably like th e correspond­
ing one in the genuine, but the curved lines in the bottom flowers 
are stuck on to the ends of the cross or star, and the top right-hand 
flower has only two of th ese curved lines, instead of th e three of the 
genuine. The outer line of the stamp is hardly any thicker than 
the inner one parallel with it. The lettering is not sunk at all into 
the paper. 

P ostrnarks. 

Genuine. A double circle, with DRESDEN, or LEIPZIG between th e 
circles, and parallel lines in the centre. I believe these stamps are 
unknown with the name of any other tow11 besides these two upon 
them. 

F orged. The first forgery bears the doubl e circle, similar to the 
genuine, hu t with the nan1es of ZWICKAU, REICHENBACH, RISA, 
N EISSEN, H ERRN R UTH, &c. , between th e ci rcles, and numerals in the 
centre. I have not seen a cancelled copy of the second forgery, but 
I am told that it is found with the later Saxon y cancellation; i.e., 
a doubl e circle, with lattice-work lines between the circles, and 
numerals in the centre. This cancellation was not even invented 
when the 3 pfe nnige was current. 

Issue of 1855. 2 Groschen, black on blue. 

Genuine. 

Engraved in taille-douce, on blue wove paper, 
which shows th e n1eshes of the wire-gauze on 
which it was made. The inner line of the frame, 
at th e top of the stamp, is distinctly thi cker than 
the outer one. The inner line of the frame, down 
the left-hand side of th e stamp, is single. The 
back of the stamp is bltle, the same colour as the 
face, the gum not affecting the colour. 

Forged (1) or R eprint (7). 

This stamp was given to me as a forgery, and as being the pro­
duction of a Leipzig counterfeiter ; but I have spent several hours 
over it, and fail to detect the slightest variation in any one line of th e 
design, so that I think it must be a reprint from the original die, 
though I know it is said that the stamps of Saxony have never been 
reprinted. The descripti on is as follo ws : Engraved in taille-rlouce, 
on rather coarsely-made wove paper, not showing any signs of the 
meshes of the wire-gauze upon which it was manufactured. The 
inner line of the frame at th e top of th e stamp is hardly at all 
thicker than th e inner one ; the inner line of the frame down the 
left-h and side of th e stamp is distinctly double for nearly its whole 
length. The back of the stamp is a peculiar blue-green, evidently 
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caused by the very yellow gum. If this stamp is really a forgery, I 
must say that it is the very best counterfeit which I have ever seen, 
and I would almost defy any collector to find more certain tests for 
distinguishing it than the ones just given. 

Postmarks. 
Gen1tine. The double ci rcle before described, with lattice-work 

lines between the circles, and numerals in the centre. 
Forged. l\ly only specimen of this stamp is not cancelled. 

Issue of 1856. 10 Neugroschen, blue on white. 

Genuine. 

Engraved in taille-do1tce, on moderately stout, yellowish-white 
wove paper. The shaded lines of the background have been drawn 
too far in several places, and cut into the jaw, under the chin, and 
also into the base of the neck in front. The leaf over the N of NEU, 
which points towards the N, almost touches the boundary-line of the 
label above the top of the N. Under the bottom 10 there is a semi­
circular enlargement of the outline of the bottom of the label, and 
the two leaves at the bottom of t.he stamp almost touch with their 
points the outline of this semicircular enlargement. Three lines of 
the vertical shading can be seen bet,veen the back of the head and 
the inner outline of the oval, so that there is a good distance between 
the hack of the head and the boundary-line. The line of the mouth 
is very faintly indicated. 

Forged. 

Lithographed on very white paper, wove, and rather thin. The 
shaded lines of the background do not cut into the chin, or into the 
base of the front of the neck. The leaf over the N of NEU, which 
points towards the N, does not come near to the boundary-line of the 
label above the N. The two leaves at the bottom of the stamp do 
not touch the outline of the semicircular enlargement under the 
bottom 10, the left-hand leaf being much funher from the outline 
than the right-ham! leaf is. The back of the head nearly touches 
the inner outline of the oval, so that there is barely room for one 
vertical line of shadi ng between the back of the head and the inner 
line of the oval. The mouth is formed by a strong dark line. The 
whole impression is quite flat, whereas the lines of the design in the 
genuine stamp stand out from the surface of the paper. 

Postmarks. 
Gen1tine. The double circle, already described, with lattice-work 

lines between the circles, and numerals in the centre. 
Forged. My only specimen of the forgery is not cancelled. 
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SCHLESWIG-HOLSTEIN. 
I ssue of 1850 . 1 Schilling, b lue. 

Genuine. 
Lithographed, with white embossed centre, on thin, very white, and 

yellowish-white wove paper, with a blue silk thread running ver­
tically down the stamp, in the substance of the paper. 
As this thread is incorporated into the paper during 
its manufacture, putting the stamp in water will, 
of course, not bring the thread away. The em­
bossed shield is divided down its centre by a single 
strong line, and it bears on the left-hand side two 
lions on a dotted ground, and on the right-hand 
side a spread eagle, on a ground of vertical lines. 
There is a very distinct crown at the top of the embos8ed shield, and 
resting upon it. The background of the stamp is composed of rather 
coarse horizontal lines of shading ; only four lines can be seen above 
the left-hand eagle's head, between it and the thick outline at the top 
of the stamp, but there are five similar lines above the head of the 
right-hand eagle. The white corner ovals are not outlined, but the 
lines of the background merely stop short so as to form these ovals ; 
all four are about the same size, but the one in the right-hancl bottom 
corner is badly shaped. The s of SCHILLING touches the bottom two 
feathers of the eagle's wing, and its head appears to break into the c 
which follows it. The letters HI of this same word are joined to­
gether by a white bar across their tops. The eagle's leg, on tbe right 
side of the stamp, passes almost exactly between the letters IN of this 
same word. The o of POST is placed almost centrally on the eagle's 
neck, so as hardly to show any of the neck to the left of jt. The 
lowest feather but one on the right-hand side appears to go quite 
behind the top of the G of SCHILLING. The corner ovals do not 
touch the outline of the stamp in any case. 

First Forgery. 
Rather well lithographed, on what appears to be very stout, bluish­

white wove paper, with a silk thread running down in the paper. 
The stamp, however, is really composed of very thin paper, with the 
thread laid on the back of it, and then another piece of very thin paper 
pasted over this, so as to enclose the silk thread between two sheets 
of paper. If the stamp be placed in water for a short time the 
backing can be removed, and the silk thread will come with it, thus 
exposing the fraud. The embossed shield is divided clown its centre 
simply by the last of the vertical lines of the right-hand half, which 
is no thicker and no more prominent than the rest. The lions and 
spread eagle on the embossed shield are quite undecipherable, and 
the thing at the top of the shield looks more like a cup and saucer 
than a crown. The background of the stamp is composed of very 
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fine horizontal lines, so that six or seven can be seen above the head 
of the eagle on the left-hand side, and about eight alJove the head of 
the other eagle, not counting the thick outline of the stamp in either 
case. The white ovals in the corners are outlined for about half the 
way round; they are very irregular, and vary in shape with different 
specimens, so that I am unable to say which is the normal shape. 
The s of SCHILLI NG does not touch any of the eagle's feathers, and 
it does not come at all close to the c which follows it. The letters 
HI are not joined together at their tops, and the H has its central 
cross-stroke much too distinct. The eagle's leg, on the right side of 
the stamp, cuts into the first stroke of the N of SCHILLING. The o of 
POST is placed a good deal too far to the right, so that part of the 
eagle's neck can be plainly seen to the ltft of the letter. The lowes t 
feather but one of the wing on the right side of the stamp does not 
seem to touch the G of SC HILLING. In some of my specimens the 
tops of the upper white ovals are so blotched as to touch the thick 
outline of the frame above them. 

Second Forgery. 
Lithographed ou thin, yellowish-white wove paper, with a fal se 

back of tissue paper, and a silk thread between the stamp and the 
backing. The white embossed shield is exceedingly well done in 
this forgery. Three lines of the horizontal background can be seen 
above the eagle's head on the left side of the stamp, and five lines 
above the eagle's head on the right side. The white ovals in the 
corners are distinctly outlined for three parts of the way ronnel. 
They are all of a very nice, regular, oval shape. The s of SCHILLING 
is at a considerable distance from the c. The letters HI of this word 
are not joined together at the top. The eye of the eagle on the left 
side of the stamp, which is invisible in the genuine, is large and 
glaring in this forgery, with a great pupil. The letters D r of SCHIL­
LING are joined together at the top; they are separate in the genuine. 
The claw of the eagle does not appear from below the N of this word. 

Same Issue. 2 Schilling, rose. 
Genuine. 

The printing, paper, silk thread, and embossed shield are exactly 
the same as in the genuine l schilling. Four of the hori zontal lines 
of the background can be seen above the top of the head of the 
eagle on the left-h r.nd side, m;d five alJove the head on the right-hand 
side, not countmg the Jrame m e1ther case. The wh1te corner ovals 
are the same as in the genuine l schilling, but appear to be rather 
more carefully clone. The s of SCHILLING touches the l>ottom two 
win~-feathers on the left-haud side, and the shadow of its head 
touches the back of the c which follows it. The letters HI of this 
word are joined together l>y a white bar across their tops. The c 
looks quite as big uo the s. The bottom wing-feather but one on the 
right-hand side appears to go behind the top of the G. The leg on 
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the right-hand side touches both the I and N of SCHILLING. One of 
tbe eagle's claws shows below the bottom of the first stroke of the 
N of SCHILLING. No part of the neck of the eagle can be seen to 
the left of the o of POST. 

First Forgery. 

Lithographed ; the paper, printing, silk thread, and fal se back 
being the same as in the forged l schilling. Seven of the horizontal 
lines of shading can be seen above the eagle's head on the left side 
of the stamp, and eight above the head on the right side of the 
stamp, not counting the thick outline of the frame The embossed 
shield is the same as in the forged l schilling. Each of the corner 
ovals is three-parts outlined. The s of .scHILLING touches neither 
of the wing-feathers of the left-band side, ancl the shadow of its head 
does not touch the back of the c which follows it. The letters HI of 
this word are not joined together at the top. The c of this word is 
particularly small, and looks much smaller than the s. The G hardly 
touches the wing-feather. The leg of the eagle, on the right-hand 
side, goes through the first stroke of the N of SCHILLING. There is 
no claw showing below the bottom of the N. Part of the eagle's 
neck can be distinctly seen to the left of the o of POST. 

Second Forgery. 
Lithographed ; paper, printing, false back, &c., the same as in 

the second forgery of the 1 schilling. The colour is an extremely 
pale pink, making the design very hard to decipher. The embossed 
shielcl is a very good imitation of that of the genuine, but the 
crown does not show any of the inside hollowed part, whereas, in 
the genuine l and 2 schilling, the inside part of the crown can 
plainly be discerned, containing several curved embossed lines by 
way of shadin&. Three lines of the background can be seen above 
the eagle's heact on the left side of the stamp, and about four above 
the head on the right side. The corner ovals are outlined for three 
parts of the way round. The s of SCHILLING is at some distance 
from the c which follows it. The letters HI of SCHILLING are not 
joined together at the top. 

I have had great difficulty in deciphering the 2 schilling of this 
last forgery, the colonr being so very faint. 

Postmarks. 
Genuine. My specimens are not cancelled. 
Forged. A set of coarse parallel bars, forming a sort of wavy 

rectangle, with a hollow centre; also the same, 'vith very much finer 
lines; also a set of parallel bars, forming a circle, with very large 
numerals in the centre. As far as I rcmeml>er, the second of these 
postmarks is not unlike the cancellation of the genuine, but it is a 
long time since I saw a cancelled copy. 

These forgeries are done well enough to deceive all our youthful 
friends, and some of the oldsters as well. 
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SERVIA. 
Issue of 1866. 10, 20, 40 Paras. 

Genuine. 
Engraved in tfpargne (1), on thin, yellowish-white wove paper ; 

perforated 12 (Vienna impression), and perforated 9~ (local impres­
sion). There are seventy-seven pearls round the 
head. In the central circle there are sixteen 
white lines on the right of the head, and nine­
teen on the left, counting in both cases from the 
bottom of the circle, beneath the neck. '!'here 
are forty-nine wavy lines above the value-label. 
The hair is short, and rather curly. The P of 
POSHTA-a thing like two capital I 's close to­
gether-has a distinct bar across the top of it, 
and so has the P of PARA. The top of the A 

of POS BTA is pointed. 
Forged. 

Lithographed, on moderately thick, white wove paper; unper­
forated. There are only fifty-nin e pearls round the head. In the 
central circle there are sixteen horizontal white lines on the right of 
the head, and seventeen on the left, counting from the bottom in 
both cases. The hair and beard are cropped quite close, like those 
of a convict. The P of POSHTA has no bar across the top, neither 
bas the P of PARA. 

Postma.·ks. 
Genuine. Sclavonic characters, in large capitals, in a straight line; 

also the same in an oblong frame; also a double circle with Sclavonic 
characters and a curly ornament between the circles, and numerals, 
&c., in the centre. 

Forgecl. A single circle, containing illegible English lettering ; 
also a number of large diamond-shaped dots, forming a circle without 
outline; also a set of five long parallel bars, placed widely apart. 

Issue of 1869. 1, 10, 15, 20, 25, 35, 40, 50 Paras. 

Genuine. 
Engraved in epargne, on moderately stout, rather yellowish-white 

wove paper; perforated 9!, 12, and also the two combined. The 
lower outline of the bottom of the bage of the neck is invisible, so 
that the neck seems to melt away into the clark background ; and 
there is only a very faint white line to mark the outline of the back 
of the neck. The twisted ornamental line, running along the top 
of the stamp, contains fourteen white twists, and the similar orna-
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mental line at the bottom of the stamp also contains fourteen twists. 
The three I's of the middle character of the top label-equivalent 
to SH in English-are all upright, and quite 
parallel with each other : they are joined to­
gether by a thick foot-stroke. The P of PARA in 
the bottom label-a character like two I 's joined 
together at the top-has a broad top-stroke 
across the two uprights. 

Forged. 
Lithographed on very poor, thin, very white 

wove paper; badly perforated 12~. The lower 
outline of the base of the neck is marked by a very distinct and 
strong white line, which also runs right round the back of the head, 
as far as the parting of the hair. The twisted ornamental line at 
the top of the stamp, above POSH'rA, is composed of fourteen white 
twists, like the genuine, but the similar line below PARA only 
contains thirteen twists. The middle character of the top label 
(i.e., the SH of POSHTA) is not well drawn ; the left-hand stroke 
leans rather away from the other two, often not being joined to 
them at the bottom; and, in the specimens in which it does join, 
the three strokes are not connected by a decided white bar, as 
in the genuine, but only just, as it were, touch each other. The P of 
l'ARA in the bottom label is apparently composed of two I's, hardly 
touching at the top. In most other respects this forgery is a very 
good imitation of the genuine. 

Postmarks. 
Genuine. The same as in the genuine stamps of the first issue, 

already described. 
Forged. A single circle, containing unreadable English lettering; 

also a set of thin parallel lines, placed close together, forming a circle 
without outline; also the same, with a circular outline; also a 
number of diamond-shaped dots, apparently forming a diamond or 
a square, without outline. 

SHANGHAI. 

Issue of 1865- 66. First Set, value Candareen, without S; 
Second Set, value Candareens, with S. 

c., blue; 2 c., black; 3 c., brown; 4 c., yellow; 6 c., 
orange, brown; 8 c., grey-green, bright green; 12 c., 
brown; 16 c., vermilion. 

Genuine. 

Engraved in epargne, on quite pelure, and also on rather thicker 
white wove paper. The framework of the stamp is composed of 

2 F 
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twelve separate lines, none of them touching each other anywhere; 
that is to say, there are four thick lines forming, respectively, the four 
~ · I" sides of the outer frame ; then two thin lines, 

F!.J5H•NcJu.t L.P.o. I_L forming the two inner sides of the sid e-frames; 
then three thin lines, end to end, forming the 
bottom outline of the top labels ; then three 
similar lines, end to end, forming the top 
outline of the bottom labels. There are seven 
short dark lines to form the dragon's beard or 
t eeth, or whatever they are meant for. The 
stop after the L of the upper inscription , L.P.o., 
is very close to the L. The central picture is 

L!:!"-----=o:~ almost exactly alike in all the values; it is 
invariably blotched somewhere, generally at the hottom, and it has 
a rlark outline along the top and the right side, and part of a 
similar outline shows on the left side, but does not go more than half 
the way up. Each side of the dragon's moustache is composed of 
three hairs, often blotched together; and the outline of his body 
consists of two parallel lines, with dots or short lines at frequent 
intervals between the lines. The lines of the fram es, and several 
other portions of the design, are deeply sunk into the paper, so that 
they stick out at the back of the stamp. 

First Forgery. 
Of this I have only the 1 candareen. It is an excellent coun ter­

feit, and is, I think, quite new. Engraved in epargne, whether cliche 
or woodcut I do not know, on white wove paper, thicker than that 
of either of the genuine sets. The various lines of the framework 
are nearly all separate from each other, as in the genuine ; but the 
outer frame is joined at the left bottom comer. The thin, inner line 
of the left-hand frame touches the top of the stamp, and the thin, 
inner line of the right-hand frame touches the bottom of the stamp. 
The dragon's beard is formed by a fringe of nine hairs, quite twice 
as long as those of the genuine. The stop after the L of the upper 
inscription does not any thing like touch the L . The central picture 
has a thick dark outline all round it, quite as thick as the outer 
frame of the stamp. This is an easy test. The said picture is very 
clear, and not blotched anywhere. Each side of the dragon's 
moustache looks like a long white spike with a dark outline. The 
outline of his body is formed of two parallel lines, but without any 
dots Letween the lines. The lines of the frames are sunk into the 
paper, as in the genuine. I think this forgery is very likely to 
deceive. 

Second Forge'ry. 
Lithographed on rather thin, white wove paper, thicker than the 

genuin e. The thick outline of the stamp is continuous all the way 
round, instead of being broken at each corner. The inner lines of 
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the frames are, however, separate, like the genuine. The dragon's 
beard is formed by nine short lines or dots. The stop after the L in 
the upper inscription is very nearly as close to the Las in the genuine. 
The central picture seems to be the same for all the values; it is 
nn1ch clearer than in the genuine, not being blotched anywhere. 
This said picture has a dark outline down the right side, another 
along th e top, which slants very much down on the left siJe of it, 
and another down the left-hand side, which does not go quite to the 
top. In the genuine the top line does not slant, and the left-hand 
line only reaches from the bottom of the picture to the top of the 
S-like curl. The lower outline of the upper third of th e dragon's 
body, the lower outline of the middle third, and th e upper outline 
of the bottom third, have no dots between the lines, aud the dots 
iu the other outlines are few and far between, insteacl of being very 
close togetl1er. The design is quite flat upon the paper, no portion 
being sunk into it. There is a 6 candareens, green, of thi s type of 
forgery. The genuine original 6 candareens was never issued in this 
colour; the forgers have copied the colour from that of the reprint. 

Third F orgery. 

Lithographed on dull, white wove paper, thinner than that of the 
second forgery, but evidently of Emopean make. The design is 
much poorer in this set. The outer fram e goes, unbroken, right round 
the stamp, and the thin inside outlines of the laLels are joined into 
an "Oxford fi·ame," anJ all touch the outline of the stamp. This is 
an easy test. The dragon's teeth are formed by fi ve, eight, nine, or 
ten clark dots, according to the value, but none of the otamps show 
the proper number-seven. The stop after the L in the upper in­
scription is a long way from the L. The central picture varies very 
greatly with the ditl'erent values; it is very rarely blotched any­
where. In the 1 anJ 2 c. it is outlined along the top only, with a 
very thin line; in the other values it is also outlined at the sides as 
well; and in the 12 and 16 c. the top outline of the picture slopes 
to the left. The dragon's moustache is badly done, often showing 
two hairs only, or a blotch, on one side. Only the 4 c., the brown 
12 c., and the 16 c., show the dots all the way between the parallel 
lines forming the outlines of the dragon's body, and they are more 
like thin short lines than thick dots. The design is not at all sunk 
into the paper. There is a 12 c. orange-red of this type of forgery, 
which has been copied from the colour of the reprint of that value. 

NoTE.-I transcribe the substance of the following remarks from 
Mr. Pemberton's Handbook. The first Shanghai stamps were all 
without the terminal s. There are errors in the Chinese characters 
down the left-hand side of the 2, 4, and 8 c. On the 2 c. the first 
character ought to be the word Two, instead of the numeral 2. The 
word is like aT, with an E, face downwards, across its stem. This 
is shown in the illustration of the 2 candareens, given above. The 
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error has, in place of this character, two horizontal strokes, answer­
ing to our 2. It is termed an "error" because it is less common, rather 
than because it is incorrect. The second character on the left side 
of the stamp signifies CANDAREEN, and is something like a tea-pot, 
turned upside down, with two very curved legs sticking out from 
where the lid was. This is found on normal specimens ·uf the 1, 2, 
3, 4, 6, and 8 candareens. In the errors of the 4 and 8 c. this is re­
placed by a character signifying MACE (10 candareens), which is a 
most complicated thing, impossible to describe. The MACE is the 
second character on the 12 and 16 c. The value 12 candereens is 
represented on the stamp as 1 muce, two ce<ndureens silver; and the 
16 c. by 1 me<ce, 6 cundareens silver, so that the values of the two 
errors, bearing respectively 4 and 8 mace, instead of 4 and 8 canda­
reens, represent really 40 and 80 eandareens. There are other 
varieties as follows : 

Antique numerals-words (1)-to the 1, 2, 3, 4, 6, 8, 12, 16 c. 
Ordinary numerals only on the 1, 2, 3, 12, 16 c. 
Roman numeral on the 1 c. 
Error, CANDARFENS, on the 3 c. 

These stamps were issued by order of the General Council of 
Shanghai, but never had much currency, though large quantities 
were imported for stamp collectors. Reprints, usually on slightly 
toned paper, exist of all the values, with m·dinar)J numerals only. Of 
these the 6 c. emerald, 12 c. orange, and 16 c. brown, never existed 
in such colours as originals, the true colours being as q noted at the 
head of this paper. 

Issue of 1866. 2 Cents, rose. 

All the values of this set differ from each other in type. I 
only possess the forgery of the 2 cents. 

Genuine. 
Engraved in epargne, on yellowish-white wove paper, very stout; 

perforated 13. The lower portion of the top character in the side­
label, on the right side of the stamp, is a four­
sided figure, with a horizontal oar running nearly 
across the centre of it.. In the upper inscription 
the L leans over slightly to the left, and it is 
exactly the same height as the r of SHANGHAI. 
The o is of a nice oval shape. In the lower in­
scription there is no stop after CEN'rs, am! the 
lower line of the E is distinctly longer than the 
upper line. In the left-hand label part of the 
lowest character touches the inner frame. (I do 

not speak of the character in the bottom square.) The background 
of the central oval is composed of vertical rows of chains, very 
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finely executed, and all distinct. The said oval is surrounded by a 
broad dark line, equally wide all the way round, and not blotched 
into the chain-pattern anywhere. 

FCYrged. 
Tolerably well lithographed, on rather thin, very white wove 

paper ; well perforated l 2t. The four-sided figure which forms part 
of the top character in the right-hand side frame has a white centre, 
with no line across it. In the npper inscription the second A of 
SHANGHAI is very badly shaped, and leans over to the right ; the L 
is perfectly upright, and is taller than the I ; and the o is a D. In 
the lower inscription there is a stop after CENTS, and the upper line 
of the E is very much longer than the lower one. In the left-hand 
label no part of the middle character touches the inner frame. The 
background of the central oval is very poorly executed, so that it is 
impossible to make out the chains. The band surrounding it is much 
thinner in some parts than in others, and, on the left side, it is 
blotched into the background. With these exceptions, this forgery 
is a fair imitation of the genuine. 

Postrnarks. 
Genuine. The genuine stamps are very rarely found postmarked. 

The only cancellation which I have seen is on a stamp in my own 
collection. It is a double circle, struck in red, with Chinese characters 
in the centre, and between the circles. 

Forged. An unoutlined, transverse oval, formed by four straight 
lines, of varying length, at the top and bottom, and two curved lines 
each side. 

Issue of 1869. 1 Candareen, brown. 

Gennine. 

Engraved in epargne, on very stout, yellowish-white wove pap~r ; 
perforated 15. The English inscriptions read respectively SHANGHAI 
L.JC.O., and l CAND.. As the dragon's body is ~~ 
tw1sted all to one srde, the centre of the stamp ~'~"-'- ~ 
would be blank, so the engraver has put an ! ~ 
ornament into the very centre of the stamp, I 
which looks rather like a serpent, coiled into a ~~ 
ring, with a head and open mouth sticking out 
from the right and left of the ring. This orna- · 
ment does not touch the dragon's body anywhere. · · 
The ground behind the dragon is composed of 1 

cAN °· I · 
very fme vertical lines, placed very close together, - · - - - · 
and not at all blotched. None of t he Chinese characters touch the 
outlines of the containing labels, but the outline of the stamp touches 
the rounded encls of almost all the labels. · 
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Forged. 
Lithographed, on thinnish, very white wove paper; badly per­

forated l;l. The English inscriptions are respectively SHANCHAI 
L.P.o., and 1 GA,D. The ornament in the centre of the dragon's 
body is like a spider or a crab, with six long legs, all of which touch 
the dragou. The ground behind the dragon is very uneven and 
blotched, showing too much white in some places and too much 
colour in others. Nearly all the Chinese characters touch the out­
lines of the labels which contain them. The thin outline round 
the stamp is a long way from it, and only touches the stamp in 
the right-hand top corner. 

SICILY. 
Issue of 1859. !, 1, 2, 5, 10, 20, 50 Grani. 

Gen10ine. 
Engraved in te<ille-do10ce, on stout, yellowish-white wove paper. 

The ground work of the central rectangle is, to all appearances, solid, 
but it is really composed of crossed, vertical and horizontal lines, 
placed so very close together as to touch, and showing no white at 
all. The lines can hardly be seen without a microscope, and many 

specimens only show them at the top right-hand 
corner of the rectangle, behind the head. The 
lips are not level or equal, the upper one being 
much thicker than the lower one, and projecting a 
good deal more. The stop after SICILIA is ve,.y 
small, and, looking at the stamp with the head 
upwards, the said stop is higher than the level of 
the white line under the head; i.e., if the white 
line of the inner rectangle, below the head, were 

produced to the right, it would pass almo't clear below the stop 
after SICILIA. The head and foot- strokes to all the letters of the 
various inscriptions are broad, well-defined, and with Stjuare ends. 
The line below the head, if produced to the left, wonl<l pass just 
below the first stroke of the B of BOLLO, but would cut into the head 
and foot-strokes of it. The A of POSTA is very broad and square at 
the top. The outline of the nose is nearly straight. 

First Forgery. 
Lithographed on thin, white wove paper. The ground of the 

central circle is formed of very distinct crossed, vertical and hori­
zontal lines, showing the white background between the lines. 
There is no difficulty in seeing these lines, and they are quite far 
apart; they show over the whole of the central rectangle behind 
the bust. The lips are both of the same thickness, and the under 
one projects forward level with the upper one. The stop after 
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SICILIA is large and distinct, and, if the white line below the portrait 
were prodncecl to the right, it would obliterate the stop altogether. 
The head and foot-strokes to all the letters are not particularly 
broad, and almost all of them are pointed at the ends. The white 
line below the portrait, if produced to the left, would cut into the 
first stroke of the B of BOLLO. The nose is very snub or blunt at 
the end, and the A of POSTA is not quite so square as in the genuine. 
The whole design of this forgery is very poor, and there is not much 
likelihood of its taking in any but the youngest of our philatelic 
brethren. 

Second Forgery. 
I don't think this is very common, as I have only seen one speci­

men. LithographeJ on paper nearly as stout as that of the genuine. 
The background of the central rectangle is really solid, not bearing 
the slightest vestige of crossed lines. The lips come to a sort of 
point, quite different from the well-marked lips of the genuine, and 
both are about the same thickness and project equally. There is no 
stop <tt all after SICILIA. The head and foot-strokes to the letters 
are very thin, pointed instead of square at the ends, ~tncl several of 
them are wanting. The B of BOLLO is very badly macle, the lower 
half being many times larger than the upper one. The A of POSTA 
is pointed at the top. The nose is holloweJ in the outline near the 
point, m;_tking it look very vulgar and common. The top of the 
head appears to be quite hale!, like a monk's tonsure, though it is all 
covered with hair in the genuine. 

Third Forgery. 
Litho;;raphed on thick, rather hard, white wove paper. The 

background of the central rectangle is absolutely solid, without any 
trace of crosseJ lines. The lips are very similar to those of the 
original. The stop after SICILIA is far too large and distinct, and, if 
the white line below the portrait were prolonged to the right, it 
would altogether obliterate the said stop. The heacl and foot-strokes 
to all the letters are of a good length, but most of them are pointed, 
and too thin. The line below the portrait, if prolonged to the left, 
would cut not only into the first stroke of the B of BOLLO, but also 
almost into the body of that letter, the B being placed a gooJ deal 
too low clown. The cross-bar of the A of POSTA is not in the middle 
of the letter as it ought to be, but placed too near the bottom of the 
letter. The nose is tolerably like that of the genuine, but it has a sort 
of knob at the point. In the genuine stamps the nose is quite pointed. 

This is a much better forgery than either of the others, and might 
deceive many. 

Fou•·th Forgery. 
Lithographed on stout, hanl, white wove paper. The groundwork 

of the central rectangle is absolutely solid, without any trace of 
crossed lines. The under lip is, if anything, rather thicker than the 
upper one. The stop after SICILIA is large and distinct, and the 
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white line under the portrait (which in this forgery is very thin, 
instead of being extremely broad) would pass above the stop. The 
heacl and foot-strokes to all the letters are too thin, many of them 
defective, and some of them pointe(]. The line below the portrait, 
if prolonged to the left, would run right through the centre of the 
first stroke of the B of BOLLO. The A of POSTA is somewhat rounded 
at the top. The nose, though pointed, has an upward tilt. The 
front of the base of the neck, which ought to appear to be almost 
resting on the white line under the portrait, is clear above it, show­
ing the background between the front point of the neck and the said 
whi te line. All the shading on the head, face, and neck is too coarse, 
and the beard is much too pointed. 

This is not so good a forgery as the one last described. 

Postmarks. 
Genuine. This is perhaps one of the most ornamental of all the 

cancellations employed in Enrope. I t is said that the king did not 
li ke to have his portrait obscured by unsightly blotches of ink , as is 
the manner of most countries; so the postmark is something like 
the frame of an old minor or pictnre with the top side taken away, 
and all tlte rest formed by bold and handsome curls. This oblitera­
ti on leaves the face quite clear. 

Foryerl. The first set bears a sort of chain-pattern, in the form of 
a u or a horse-shoe, with various dots in the hollow of it. (This 
same cancellation is found on two of the forgeri es of the Costa Rica 
stamps.) The second set bears a colonrable imitation of the genuine 
postmark, but a good deal smaller. The third set bears a full-sized 
imitation of the genuine cancellation. The fourth set bears a rather 
poor and small imitation of the genuine. 

SIERRA LEONE. 
I ssu e of 1872. l d., 2d ., 3d., 4d., l s. 

Genuine. 

Engraved in tfpargne, on medium, white wove paper; watermarked 
with a crown and CC., and perforated 13. The value is struck after 

the rest of the design has been 
printed, so that it is often of 
a slightlydifl"erent culour from 
the rest of the stamp. The 
face and neck are entirely 
covered with lines, except a 
very small part of the top of 
the forehead.· The outlined 
diamonds in the four corners 

of the stamp are perfectly true, and all four exactly alike. The 
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letters of POSTAGE do not touch each other anywhere. The lines of 
the central rectangle do not touch the outline round them, so that 
there is a white line to the right of SIERRA, another below POSTAGE, 
another to the left of LEONE, and another above the value. All 
these white lines (or rather, white spaces) are of equal width. The 
ornaments on the coronet are a pearl, a thistle, another pearl, a 
shamrock or trefoil, another pearl, another thistle, another pearl. 
These are all well drawn, and perfectly distinct. 

First Forgery. 
Poorly lithographed, on thin, very white wove paper; no water­

mark; very Ladly perforated 13. The value is, of course, litho­
graphed at the same time as the rest of the stamp, so as to be always 
in exactly the same shade of colour. The face and neck have large 
white patches on them-one patch runs down from the top of the 
front pearl to the tip of the nose, utterly unlike the original. The 
outlined diamonds in the corner-squares arc very poorly done; the 
drawing is untrue, and they are all different from each other, and 
blotchy and indistinct. The letters TA of POSTAGE touch each other 
at the bottom. The central rectangle shows a tolerably broad white 
space to the right of SIERRA, and a si milar one to the left of LEONE; 
bnt the one above the value is narrower than the others, and the 
one below POSTAGE is very narrow indeed. The ornaments on the 
coronet are the same as in the genuine, but very indistinctly drawn. 

Second Forgery. 
V ery coarsely lithographed, on very white wove paper, rntl1er 

thick ; no watermark ; unperforated. The value is in the same 
colour as the rest of the stamp. The front of the face and the frunt 
of the neck are entirely white, and the cheek and part of the base 
of the neck are shaded with dots instead of lines. The outlined 
diamond-shaped ornaments, in the corners of the stamp, are drawn 
too large for the contaiuing-squares, so that the points are not all 
complete, and the diamonds are not alike, and are poorly drawn. 
The central rectangle hardly shows any white line below POSTAGE, 
or above the value, though the side-lines are moderately broad. The 
ornan1ents on the coronet are coarsely drawn, very differeut from 
the gennine, and a great deal too white and pa1chy. The outline of 
the hair, where it comes over the cheek and forehead, has a thick, 
clark outline, which is absent in the genuine. This forgery is mnch 
worse than the one just described, and not likely to do harm. 

Postmarks. 
Genuine. An oval, withont ontline, formed by three thick parallel 

bars at the top and bottom, and two or three curved lines each side, 
enclosing the colony-letter and number, "B 31." 

Forged. Like the genuine, but with thinner lines, and without 
the central letter and number. 
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SOUTH AUSTRALIA. 

Twopence, red, vermilion, carmine; ls., brownish· orange, 
yellow-ochre, red-brown, dark brown. 

Issue of 1855-57. Rather thick, yellowish-white wove paper; 
unperforatcd; watermarked with a star. 

Issue of 1860-6:}. The same, rouletted. 
I ssue of 1869-69. The same, perforated 1:l, &c. 

Genuine. 

Engraved in taille-dou.ce; paper, watermark, &c., as mentioned 
above, according to the date of issue. There are vagaries of per­
foration to be found, but it is not necessary to note them here. The 
outline of the central circle does not tonch the dark value-label 
below it. There are two distinct dots, one above another, in the 
engine-turning of the spandrel, abo1·e and behind the s of souTH. 
There is a vertical row of four similar dots in a line, above the little 
square in the bottom left-hand corner. There is a row of four 
similar dots above the square in the bottom right-hand corner, and 
there are two dots in a line above the last A of AUS1'RALIA. In each 
corner of the stamp is a star, and each star is drawn upon a back­
ground of two concentric outlined squares, the outer one of which 
joins the points of the star together. The SOUTH AUSTRALIA label 
is placed a long way above the central circle, so that there is a con­
siuerable space between the bottom of the bbel and the outline of 
the central circle. The queen has no earring; the upper lip projects 
decidedly farther forward th>Ul the lower one ; the fine lines of 
shading cover the whole of the face and neck. (This can only be 
seen in good copies.) The ornaments on the coronet are two crosses 
pnttee ami two fleu.rs-de-lys, one of each alternately. 

Forged. 
Poorly li thographed, on moderately stout, very yellowish wove 

paper (ti nted on the face) ; no watermark; an perforated, or badly 
perforateu an uncountable number, and also well perforated 13. 
The ink is perfectly flat on the surface of the paper. The 
outline of the central circle is blotched into the top edge of the 
clark value-label below it. The two dots in the spandrel above the 
s of SOU'l'H can be faintly discemed, but only as blotches, instead of 
distinct oval or diamond-shaped dots. The dots in the other corners 
are not visible. The star in each of the upper corners of the stamp 
has a square outline joining all its points together, but inside this 
square, in place of the second similar square, there is a ring. In 
the lower corners of the stamp each star has the outline square, ami 
insicle it is an upright oval outline. The SOUTH AUSTRALIA label is 
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placed close down upon the top of the central circle, so that the 
space which really does exist between them appears to be merely the 
continuation of the outline of the central circle. The queen has a 
long earring, which hangs down the side of the cheek ; the upper 
lip appears to be sucked in, whilst the lower lip projects consider­
ably. The whole of the face, up to the side of the cheek, is quite 
unshadecl and white, as is also the front of the base of the neck ; 
and the right-hand cross pattlfe, on the top of the coronet, looks like 
a trefoil, rather badly made. 

I have only seen the 2d. and Is. of this set; but, as the genuine 
stamps of this type are all from the same die, the tests given above 
will he sufficient to detect the forgeries of the other values, if such 
should exist. I do not think these counterfeits ought to deceive 
anybody; they are wretchedly done. 

Postmarks. 
Genuine. An unoutlined oval of parallel lines, with an outlined 

diamond in the centre, containing numerals; also the same, with a 
circle in the centre; also name and date arranged in a circle without 
aniline. I have never seen this latter cancellation on the unper­
forated stamps. 

Forged. The oval of parallel lines, hut without the central 
diamond or circle; also name and date arranged in a circle without 
outline. This latter is found on the perforated and unperforated 
forgeries alike. 

Ninepence, grey, lilac, mauve. 

I ssue of 1860-62. Rouletted; watermarked with a star. 
I ssue of 1873. Watermarked with a star; perforated 12. 

Genuine. 
Engraved in taille-douce, on thick, hard, very yellowish-white 

wove paper, varying as above, according to the date of i:;sue. The 
paper is particularly rough. The outer line of the large oval touches 
the thin outside line of the stamp at the top, the bottom, aml each 
side. The left side of the oval, between NINE and SOUTH, contains 
sixteen pairs of fine dark lines, including the two lines at the end of 
the top label, and the two at the end of the bottom label. The right 
side of the oval, between AUSTRALIA and PENCE, contains sixteen 
similar pairs of lines, including the pair at the other end of each 
label. The corners of the stamp and the ground of the central oval 
are formed of a network of engine-turned lines. The whole stamp 
has two outlines-an inner one, rather thick, aud a very thin outer 
one. There is a very strong and dark line of shading running from 
below the front of the base of the neck right round to where the 
hair springs at the back of the head. The chignon comes very close 
to the outline of the oval, below the last A of AUSTRALIA. 
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Forged. 

Lithographed on rather thick, very hard, very transparent, smooth, 
white wove paper; unperforated ; no watermark. I have never seen 
this forgery in any but a sort of lavender hue. The outer line of the 
large oval does not touch the thin outer line of the stamp either at 
the top or the bottom. The left side of the oval, between NINE and 
SOUTH, contains thirteen pairs of parallel lines ; and the right side 
of the oval, between AUSTRALIA and PENCE, contains fourteen pairs 
of lines and one single line. The corners of the stamp, and the 
ground of the central oval, are of solid colour, without any trace of 
lines. The whole stamp has only one outline, the thick inner line 
being absent. There is no dark line of shading below the neck, or 
at the back of the neck. The chignon is a long way from the out­
line of the oval. This forgery is exceedingly poor, and not likely 
to deceive. 

Postmarks. 

Genuine. The name and date, arranged in a circle without outline, 
as before described. 

Forged. An unoutlined circle of parallel straight bars. 

Tenpence, red, orange, lemon. 

Issue of 1866-67. On rather thin, yellowish-white wove 
paper; watermarked with a star, and rouletted. 

Issue of 1868-69. Same watermark; perforated 12 at the 
top and bottom, and rouletted at the sides. 

Issue of 1869. The same, but perforated 12 all round. 
Issue of 1869. Watermarked with crown and S A; per­

forated 12. 
There are one or two vagaries of surcharge which need not 

be enumerated here. 
Genuine. 

Engraved in taille-douce; watermark, &c., vary­
ing as above, according to the date of issue. The 
stmnp is merely the die of the 9d. value, just 
described, with the addition of the words TEN 
PENCE in blue, and also in black. The tests for 
the genuine 9d. will therefore hold good for the 
genuine lOd. 

Forged. 

Very coarsely lithographed, on thin, very white wove paper; no 
watermark ; perforated 13. The central oval has a background of 
plain, crossed, oblique lines, instead of the wavy, lace-work pattern 
of the genuine. The spandrels, or corners of the stamp, have a 
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ground of plain horizontal lines of shading, a;d each spandrel bears 
an ornament like a couple of worms struggling together, which is 
utterly imaginary, as there is nothing but the ornamental engine­
turning in the genuine stamps. The back of the head is a very long 
way from the outline of the oval. The coronet in the genuine bears 
a cross pattee, and a sort of trefoil alternately, four of each, and 
there is no twisted roll of hair to be seen behind these ornaments. 
In this forgery the front of the coronet bas a very large cleft orna­
ment, and the rest appear to be three very small pearls, a long 
distance apart. Behind these pearls there is a twisted roll, or mass 
of hair, and above the hair the outline of the head can be seen. All 
this is not in the least like the genuine. I have nut often seen a 
worse forgery than this, and I am really almost ashamed to describe 
it. 

PostriU!rks. 

Genuine. The name and date arranged in a circle, without outline, 
as before dcscri bed. 

Forged. A coarse imitation of the genuine postmark. I have not 
seen any forgeries of the other types. 

SPAIN. 

I ssue of 1850. 6 Cuartos, black. 

Genuine. 

Engraved in taille-douce, on yellowish-white, grey, or white wove 
paper, thin, medium, and thick. The stamp is decidedly more than 
three-quarters of an inch high. The 6 is wide, ami the bottom part 
is a good deal larger than the top part ; i.e., the head of the 6 is low. 
The two halves of the 8 of 1850 are of equal size, and the top of 
the 5 does not project backwards nearly so far as the rounded back 
of the figure. The curly ornament, to the right of the date, goes 
much nearer the side of the frame than the corresponding curly 
ornament to the left of the date. The vertical lines of the shading 
in the background have heen drawn too far npwards in several 
places, notably below the 6 and c of 6 CUARTOS, so that, in these 
places, they cut right into the white line under the top label. The 
tip of the queen's nose touches the fourth vertical line of shading 
from the left in the background, counting the outline of the rectangle 
as one line. '!'he back of the head touches the second vertical line 
of shading from the right. The back of the hair is plainly coiled 
three times round to form the chignon, and the coils do not look at 
all like drapery. The outline of the top of the head is higher than 
the top of the small trefoil under the tail of the R of CUARTOS. 
The pupil or the eye is extremely indistinct; indeed, it is rather 
difficult to say whether the eye is really open or shut. The front of 
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the base of the neck i; rounded off, and it comes above the space 
between the curly ornament and the 1 of 1850. This is a very ea~y 
test. The back of the base of the neck is blunt. The outline of 
the proflle of the upper lip projects distinctly forwards or outwards. 

Forged. 

Apparently engraved, on yellowish-white wove paper, stout, but 
not quite so hard as the genuine. The stamp is considerably under 
three-quarters of an inch high. The 6 is tall and thin, the bottom 
part wanting the fat rounded curve of the genuine. The upper half 
of the 8 of 1850 is very much smaller than the lower half, and the 
top of the 5 projects backwards, level with the rounded back of the 
figure. The ends of the two curly ornaments, each side of the elate, 
are equidistant from their respective ends of the bottom label. The 
vertical lines of shading in the background do not, in any case, 
trespass into the white li ue under 6 CUARTOS. The tip of the quet·n's 
nose goes between the fourth and fifth vertical line, from t he left 
side, and the back of the head goes right against the right-hand 
outline of the background, so that no line can be seen between the 
head and the horcler. The back of the hai r looks like folds of 
drapery hanging from the back of the coronet, and there is a very 
distinct white curved spike sticking out at the top of the middle 
coil of the back-hair, which points to the F of FRANCO. This spike 
is absent in the genuine. The small trefoil under the tail of the R 

of cuARTOS stands very slightly above the outline of the top of the 
head, instead of being decidedly below it. The pupil of the eye is 
very plain, and the eye is evidently wide open. The front of the 
base of the ueck is very sharply pointed, and it only reaches forward 
as far as the space between the l and 8 of 1850. The back of the 
base of the neck is also pointed. The outline of the profile of the 
upper lip goes inwards, as though the queen had lost all her front 
teeth. 

Same Issue. 5 Reales, dull red. 

Genuine. 
Engraved in epargne (?),on thick, hard, yellowish-white, !lnd on 

"·hite, and also on thm wh1te wove paper. The ornament m each 
of the corners of the stamp is a sort of four-leaved 
primrose; i.e., the leaves are shaped like those 
of a primrose, but there are only four of them. 
The cross of dark lines which marks the sepa­
ration between the petals of each flower has its 
arms vertical and horizontal, so that they point 
to the middles of the four sides of the containing­
square. The curly ornament to the left of 1850 
almost touches the 1, but is at some distance from 

the left side of the frame. The front of the base of the neck projects 
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forward till it comes exactly over the end of the 0 of 1850. The 
curly ornament to the left of CORREOS alrnost touches the corner­
square to the left of it. The c of CERTIFICADO is much further 
from the end of the label than the o is. 

Fm·ged. 

Lithographed on thin, white wove paper. The ornament in each 
of the corners of the stamp is a sort of white St. Andrew's cross, 
containing a coloured St. Andrew's cross in its centre. The arms of 
both the white and coloured crosses point, of course, to the corneTs of 
the containing-squares. The curly ornament to the left of 1850 
almost touches the left-hand border, but is at some distance from the 
l. The front of the base of the neck is too sharp, and it projects too 
far forward, so that it comes beyond the level of the end of the 0 of 
1850. The curly ornament to the left of CORREOS is equidistant 
between the border and the c. The c of CERTIFICADO is very nearly 
as close to the end of the Ia bel as the o is. 

Postrnarlcs. 

Genuine. A quatrefoil, with an arrow sticking out from the 
rounded part of each of the four lobes ; also a very large circle, 
usually in red, containing name and date. 

Forged. The quatrefoil as above, but the arrows have no heads, 
and are merely straight strokes; also an oval outline, filled by six 
parallel bars. This latter I shall term the "gridiron" when referriPg 
to it. 

Issue of 1851. 6 Cuartos, black. 

Genuine. 

Engraved in epargne (1), on thin, white or yellowish-white paper. 
There are fourteen dotted lines of shading on the neck, at the back, 
and six long dotted lines reaching from below the 
chin to the hair. The tail of the c of FRANCO is the 
same as the head, but it does not look like a G. The 
letters AN of FRANCO do not touch at the bottom, 
though they are rather close together. The wreath on 
the head consists of five clusters or rosettes of jewels. 
The one over the forehead shows only four of the 
jewels, or pearls, or whatever they are; but each of 
the other rosettes bears seven. The ornaments in 
the corners of the stamp are very nicely and clearly drawn, and 
all of them are exactly alike. There is a very strong oblique line 
at the corner of the nose, exactly like the one at the corner of the 
mouth. 
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First Forgery. 

This is the latest anu best. It is an extremely dangerous forgery, 
and must have heen reproclucecl by photography, or some similar 
method. Lithographed(?) on thin, white wove paper, very like that 
of the genuine. The letters AN of FRANCO are joined together at the 
bottom by a very distinct line. This is positive ly the only difference 
between this excellent imitation and the genuine, so my readers 
cannot be too careful. 

Second Forgery . 

. Poorly lithographed, on rather stout, greyish-white wove paper. 
There are only twelve short clotted lines of shading at the back of 
the neck, and they are not parallel with each other. There are eight 
long clotted lines under and on the siue of the chin. The c of FRANCO 
has hardly any trace of a knob to its head, and none at all to its tail. 
The letters cu of CUARTOS are a very great deal smaller than the rest 
of the lettering. This is a very easy test. The ornaments in the 
corners of the stamp are very coarsely drawn, and they are all 
different from each other in one or more points. There is no oblique 
line at the corner of the nose. 

Third Forgery. 

Lithographed on very stout, soft, yellowish-white wove paper. 
The tail of the c of FRANCO is rather larger than the knob of the 
head, so that it looks rather like a G. The letters AN of this word 
are joined at the bottom by a distinct line, as in the first forgery. 
The rosette over the forehead shows six pearls or jewels. The corner 
ornaments on the right side of the stamp are different from those on 
the left side; they are drawn in a very blotchy manner. The line 
at the corner of the nose is very faint, and it is drawn much too 
near the front. 

Postmarks. 

Genuine. The quatrefoil with arrow-heads sticking out from it, 
before described ; also the gridiron. One of my specimens has the 
said gridiron struck in blue. 

Forged. The quatrefoil with arrow-heads ; also the same, with 
straight lines instead of the arrow-heads; also the gridiron, with 
five bars instead of six. 

The first forgery is the only one likely to deceive; the others are 
very poor. The Catalog·ue of the Philatelic Society says that some 
forgeries are dated 1831 ; I have not seen these counterfeits. 

Same Issue. 12 Cuartos, violet, pale lilac. 

Gem,ine. 

This is exactly the same as the 6 cuartos, except that it bears the 
word DOCE (12) instead of SEIS (6). 
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Forged. 

Very poorly lithographed, on stout, yellowish-white wove paper. 
There are only thirteen short, clotted lines of shading at the back of 
the neck. The tail-knob of the c of FRANCO is larger than that of 
the head, and the letters AN of this word are joined by a distinct 
line at the bottom. The front rosette, over the forehead, appears to 
contain five pearls. The ornaments in the corners of the stamp are 
not drawn exactly alike. There is no oblique line at the corner of 
the nose, and only a very faint one at the comer of the mouth. The 
front of the base of the neck touches the outline of the oval; it is 
at some distance from it in the genuine. 

Postrnarks. 

Genuine. I have only seen this stamp cancelled with the quatre­
foil with arrow-heads. 

Forged. An oval of six parallel bars, without outline. 

Same Issue. 2, 5, 6, 10 Reales. 

Genuine. 

Exactly the same as the 6 and 12 cnartos, except that they bear 
CERTIFO., and the value-DOS, CINCO, SEIS, DIEZ REALES-respecti vely. 
The letters IF of CERTIFO do not touch each other, and the stop 
under the o does not touch the o. 

First Forgery. 

Coarsely lithographed, on very thick, very yellowish-white wove 
paper. There are only four lines reaching from the hair to the front 
of the chin, the bottom one being very much thicker than the rest, 
instead of being the same as the others. The letters IF of CJ<RTIFO 
touch each other both at the top and bottom, and the o of this word 
is touched by the stop under it. The four pearls of the rosette on 
the forehead are arranged in a circle, instead of a sort of cross. The 
ornaments in the corners of the stamp are not exactly alike, and 
they are blotchy. There is no oblique line either at the corner of 
the mouth or at the corner of the nose. These fOTgeries are very 
poorly done, and not likely to be dangerous. There exists a very 
fine forgery of the 2 reales, but I have not been able to obtain a copy. 
It was probably made by the same person' who forged the 6 cuartos. 

Second Forgery. 

Of this I have only the cinco reales. It is very much better clone 
than the set just described. Nicely lithographed on thin, yellowish­
white wove paper, very little thicker than the genuine. There are 
seven dotted lines of shading from the chin to the hair. The o of 

2 G 
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CERTIFO is not so near the top outline of the oval as the other letters, 
and the stop under the o is nearer to the bottom outline of the oval 
than to the o. In the genuine, the o is level with the tops of the 
other letters, and the stop under it is a great deal nearer to the o 
than to the bottom outline of the oval underneath it. There is a 
very thick dark line running down the back of the neck, very near 
the outline of it. This is not found in the genuine, and it is an easy 
test; i t gives the back of the neck the appearance of having been 
printed twice over. The letters EA of REALES do not touch each 
other ; in the genuine they touch at the bottom. 

Postmarks. 

Genuine. The quatrefoil with arrow-heads. 
Forged. An unoutlined oval, formed by several thick parallel 

bars; also the gridiron, but with the bars running obliquely in it, 
instead of the long way of the oval ; also the grid iron, with a 
number of thin bars running the short way of the oval. 

Issue of 1853. 2, 5 Reales. 

Genuine. 

Engraved in epa,-gne (1), on thin, white and yellowish-white wove 
paper. The second a of CORREOS is the same height as the first R; 

the second o of this word is perfectly upright; and 
the stop after it is at an equal distance from the s 
and from the l of 1853. The c of CERT~0 does not 
touch the outline above it; the T is not quite 
straight, but slants a little over to the right; the D 

is nicely shaped, and fiat at the bottom ; and the 
stops umler DO, and under the s of RS, do not touch 
the outline below them. There are twenty-eight 
perfect pearls each side of the central circle, besides 

portions of several pearls, which are partly hidden by the top and 
bottom label s. There are eleven dark horizontal lines in the tri­
angular spandrel in the upper left corner; eleven simi lar lines in 
the right top spanurel; and ten in each of the lower triangular 
spandrels, counting the outline of the triangle in each case. The 
back of the chignon almost touches the outline of the circle ; and 
the twists of the small plait of hair, below and to the left of the ear, 
are shown by horizontal lines. The ornaments on the coronet are 
trefoils, the third and the fifth from the front being greatly larger 
than the rest. There is a strong oblique line of shading at the 
corner of the mouth, and another similar line at the corner of the 
nose. The thin vertical white lines, down the right and left sides of 
the frame respectively, if prolonged upwards and downw:uds, would 
touch the ends of the top and bottom labels. 
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First Forgery. 
Of this I have only the 2 reales. Rather coarsely lithographed, 

on very thin, yellowish-white wove paper, thinner e\·en than the 
genuine. The second R of cORREoS is slightly lower than the first ; 
the second o leans over somewhat to the right, and the stop is nearer 
to th e s of CORREOS than to the I of 1853. The c of CERTvo touches 
the line above it ; the D is decidedly sloped at the bottom ; and 
th e stops after as and under oo touch th e line below them. 
There are twenty-seven perfect pearls on the left side of the circle, 
ancl twenty-eight on the right side; but each side shows anoth<-r 
pearl, alrnost perfect, at the top and bottom. The triangular spandrel 
in the top left corner contains nine horizontal lines; t he one in the 
right top corner contains nine also; the one in the hottom left corner 
has ten, and the one in the bottom right corner has nine. The back 
of the chignon is at a good distance Jrom the otttline of the central 
circle, and the twists of the small plait, below and to the left of the 
ear, are shown by vertical coloured lines. The third trefoil on the 
coronet, counting from th e front, is enormously larger than the rest; 
but the fifth trefoil is very li ttle larger than the fomth. There is no 
oblique line of shading, either at the corner of the mouth or at the 
corner of the nose. The thin vertical lines down the sides of the 
stamp, if prolonged upwards and downwards, would pass quite clear 
of the ends of the top and bottom labels. 

Second Forgery. 
This is very much better done than the one just described. Very 

nicely lithographed on very thin, white wove paper. The letters RE 
of CORREOS are joined togetlier at the bottom, though th ey are quite 
separate in the genuine. The stop after this word is much nearer to 
the s than to the 1 of 1853. The letters of CER1'oo are placed much 
too low, so that they almost rest upon the line below them. The 
stop under DO is higher than the one under the s of RS. 'l'here are 
only twenty-five perfect pearls to the left of the head, and twenty­
seven to the right of it. There are twelve horizontal lines in the left 
upper spaudrel, thirteen in the right upper spandrel, twelve in the 
l eft lower spandrel, and thirteen in the right lower one; the shortest 
of the lines bei11g, of course, 1nere dots. The back of the chignon is 
almost as near to the outline of the circle as in the genuine. The 
twist of the hair, below and tu the left of the ear, is a plain rope, 
shaded with a number of lines, instead of a plait with th e four lines 
of the genuine. There is a faint oLliL[ue line at the corner of the 
mouth, but none at the corner of the nose. I have only the 5 reales 
of this type of counterfeit. 

Postrnarks. 
Gennine. The gridiron of six bars, as in the earlier issues. 
F orged. The first forgery is not cancelled ; the second forgery 

has the gridiron, but with five bars instead of six. 

stampsmarter.com 



452 ALBUM WEEDS ; OR, 

Issue of the same year for Madrid . 1 Cuart o, bronze. 

Genuine. 
Engraved in epargne (1), on very thin, white wove paper. The 

outline of the stamp is a good deal thicker than the upright stroke 
ol the F of FRANCO. There are ten horizontal 
lines in each corner, counting the one under 
CORREOS INTERIOR, and the one above FRANCO l 
CUARTO. These lines are cdrnost as broad as the 
outer line of the stamp. The boughs of the tree 
do not touch the outline of the oval anywhere. 
The bear has a crown on, very distinct, with three 
points; and his mouth and eye are also distinct. 
The bear closely resembles a tailless kangaroo. 

The stamp has the appearance of being printed in gold size, or 
something similar, and then to have had the metallic powder dusted 
on. 

First Forgery. 

Lithographed, on rather stout paper, very much thicker than the 
genuine. The outline of the stamp is considerably thinner than the 
first stroke of the F of FRANCO. There are only five horizontal lines 
in the spandrel in the left top corner, seven lines in the right top 
corner, six lines in the left bottom corner, and five lines in the right 
bottom corner. The boughs of the tree touch the outline of the oval, 
just under the second star from the top on each side. The bear is 
much better shaped than in the genuine, but it has no crown on. 

Second Forgery. 

Very nicely lithographed, in a sort of grey instead of bronze, on 
stout, yellowish-white wove paper, much thicker than the genuine. 
The details of the design are admirably copied, but the lines in the 
spandrels-though there are ten in each, as in the genuine-are 
much too thin, and plainly thinner than the outer frame of the 
stamp. T he three points of the bear's crown are not distinctly 
visible, and he seems to have no mouth. Except that the colour is 
al together wrong, this forgery is exceedingly good. 

Postrnarlcs. 
Genuine. My specimen of this stamp is marked with a blotch 

which I cannot decipher. 
Forged. Either a pen-stroke or uncancelled. 

Issu e of 1854 . 6 Cuart os , carmin e. 

Genuine. 
Engraved in epargne (1), on very thin white, yellowish-white, or 

bluish wove paper. The tail of the c of CORREOS is exactly the same 
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shape as the head, and the letters are all at equal di stances from 
each other, and do not touch one another anywhere. The crown is 
not damaged anywhere. The pearls on the arches, nicely made, and 
counting from the left, are respectively 5, 7, 3, 7, 5. 
The dark vertical line which divides the upper 
portion of the shield into two parts would, if 
prolonged upwards, cut exactly through the very 
middle of the central arch of the crown, and 

· through the cross on the top of it. The white line 
clown the left side of the stamp, if prolonged up­
wards, would cut into the back of the c of CORREOS ; 
and the corresponding white line down the right 
side of the stamp, if prolonged upwards, would cut Lhruugh, and 
very nearly obliterate, the stop after 1854, which is large and dis­
tinct. There is a large stop after CORREOS. Each lion wears a three­
pointed crown, and the eye can be seen. Each castle in the sh ield 
has two windows and a door; the windows are distinctly rectangular, 
and the two put together would make a rectangle decidedly larger 
than the door. The door is a long way below the windows. The 
Golden Fleece, below the bottom of the shield, is a little like a King 
Charles' spaniel, with head and tail hanging down, sn:spended by a 
cord tied very tightly round its waist, and with a dark pear-shaped 
dot in the middle of its body. It does not rest upon the line of the 
frame below it. Each side of the fleece there is a cmled, hook-like 
end of the scroll-work ; the two are very much alike, and neither of 
them is curled into a complete ring. They do not touch the outline 
of the label below them. The white line down the left side of the 
stamp does not touch the bottom label. 

Forgecl. 

Lithographed on rather thin, very white wove paper, decidedly 
thicker than the genuine. The tail of the c of CORREOS is like the 
tail of an ordinary capital c, without any knob. Th~ word is spaced 
c ORRE o s. The letters RE touch each other at the bottom. There is 
no stop after the word. The crown is very poor; the lower part of the 
right side of it looks as though a piece had been gnawed out of it. 
The pearls on the arches, counting from th e left, are respectively 6, 6, 
2, 6, 7. 'I' he dark line which eli vi des the upper part of th e shield into 
two parts, if prolonged upwards, would cut through the left side of 
the central arch of the crown, and pass clear to the left of the cross 
on the top of it. The white line down the left side of the stamp, if 
prolonged upwards, would pass quite clear to the left of the c of 
CORREOS ; and the similar white line down the right side of the 
stamp, if prolonged upwards, would not touch the stop after 1854, 
which is exceedingly small, and touches the 4. The lious in the shi eld 
are not crowned, and neither of them is provided with an eye. The 
windows of the castles are circular dots, so small that the two put 
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together would not equal the size of the door. The door is tall and 
thin, and comes up very close to the windows. The Golden Fleece is 
not like any animal ; the legs are not visible, and part of the fleece 
seems to rest upon the outline of the label below it. The end of the 
scroll-work to the left of the fleece is a long way from it, and is bent 
into a plain hook; the end the other side of the fleece almost touches 
it, and is bent into a complete ring. In the genuine, both are at 
equal distances from the tleece. The white line down the left side 
of the stamp touches the white bottom label. 

Same Issue. 4 Cuartos, 1 Real. 
Genuine. 

Engraved in epargne, on the same paper as the 6 cuartos. There 
is a large stop after CORREOS, and the stop after 1854 is close to the 

side of the label. The white lines down the sides 
of the stamp do not touch the botton1 label ; the 
one down the left side, if prolonged upwards, would 
cut into the back of the c of CORREOS ; and the one 
clown the right side of the stamp, if prolonged up­
wards, would obliterate the stop after Hl5-±. The 
tail of the c of CORREOS is macle exactly like the 
head, and none of the letters touch each other. In 
the word FRANCO the F seems to be slightly smaller 

than the other letters, the N larger than the other letters, and the 
tail of the c is made exactly like the head. The a1d1es of the crown 
are very wide and white, much more distinct than in the genuine 6 
cuartos ; the pearls on these arches, counting from the left, are re­
spectively 5, 7, 3, 7, 5. The crown has a clark outline or background, 
which shows distinctly outside the rows of pearls and round the 
cross. The Golden Fleece is exactly like that on the genuine 6 cuartos, 
the cord which suspends it, and the clark pear-shaped mark in the 
middle of the body, where the cord is supposed to have compressed 
it, being particularly distinct. The two windows in each of the 
castles are very large, each of them being not much smaller than the 
door. The hooked ends of the scroll-work each side of the Jleece are 
both alike, and both of them rest upon the outline of the bottom 
label. The corner-ornaments of the stamp do not touch the frame 
anywhere. 

Forged. 
Lithographed on thin, very white wove paper. There is no stop 

after connEos, and the stop after 1854 is a long way from the end of 
the label. The white lines clown the right and left sides of the 
stamp touch the ends of the bottom label, and the lower corners of 
this label are quite square, instead of being nicely rounded of[ The 
' vhite line clown the left side of the stamp, if prolonged upwards, 
would pass clear to the left of the c of CORREOS; and the white line 
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down the right side of the stamp, if prolonged upwards, would pass 
clear to the right of the stop after 1854. The tail of the c of 
CORREO; has no knob to it, and the letters RE are almost joined 
together at the bottom. The letters of FRANCO are all the same size, 
and the tail of the c of that word has no knob to it. The white 
lines forming the arches of the crown are very thin and indistinct ; 
the pearls on these arches, counting from the left, are respectively 7, 
5, 3, 4, 8. There is no dark background showing -beyond the outline 
of the crown or of the cross. The Golden Fleece is not in the least 
like the genuine; it resembles a very shaggy Skye terrier, not tied 
up at all in the middle, walking on the line above FRANCO. There 
is no cord to suspend it from the chain of the Order. The two 
windows of each castle are particularly small, the two together being 
not half the size of the door. The hooked end of the scroll-work to 
the right of the fleece is more circular than the one to the left of the 
fleece, and the left one does not rest upon the line below it. The 
ornament in the top left corner of the stamp touches the frame 
in two places. 

Same I ssue. 2, 5, 6 Rea1es. 

Genuine. 

Engraving and paper the same as in the genuine 6 cuartos. The 
tests for the genuine 2, 5, and 6 reales are exactly the same as those 
for the genuine 6 cuartos before described, to which I may add that 
the c of CERT00 has its head and tail alike ; that the stop after 
CERT 00 comes below the space between the letters DO ; and that the 
letters of this word are equidistant from the top and bottom of the 
containing-label. 

First Forgery. 

Lithographed on rather thin, very ·white wove paper. The tail of 
the c of COltREOS has no knob to it, and the letters ORRE are closer 
together than the rest. The letters RE are joined together at the· 
bottom. There is no stop after CORREOS, and the stop after the 1854 
is very small, and touches the 4. The crown is better made than in 
the forged 6 cuartos, but the right side is rather imperfect. The 
pearls on the arches, counting from the left, are respectively 6, 6, 2, 
6, 7. The dark vertical line which divides the upper part of the 
shield into two parts, if prolonged upwards, would cut through the 
left side of the middle arch of the crown, and pass clear to the left 
of the cross on the top of it. The white line clown the left side of 
the stamp, if prolonged upwards, would pass clear to the left of the 
c of CORREOS; and the white line down the right side of the stamp, 
if prolonged upwards, would pass clear to the right of the stop after 
1854. The lions in the shield are not crowned. The windows of 
the castles are very small, so that the two put together would not 
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equal the size of the door. The Golden Fleece at the bottom of the 
s!tield is not like any animal, and the dark spot on it, which ought 
to be where the cord is supposed to tie it up, is quite near the right 
side of the tleece. The end of the scroll-work to the left of the 
fleece is a long way from it, and is bent into a plain hook; the end 
the other side of the fleece almost touches it, and is bent into a 
complete circle. In the genuine, both are at equal distances from 
the fleece. The bottom corner of the left-hand end of the lower 
label is pointed, instead of being rounded off. The c of CER'l'00 has 
no knob to its tail; the stop after CERT00 is under the end of the D, 

and the letters of the word are much nearer to the bottom than to 
the top of the containing-label. 

Second Forgery. 

Of this I have only the 5 reales. Lithographed on rather thin, 
yellowish-white wove paper. The letters RE of CORREOS are joined 
together at the bottom. The pearls on the arches of the crown, 
counting from the left, are respectively 5, 7, 3, 5, 5. The white line 
down the right side of the stamp, if prolonged upwards, would pass 
clear to the right of the stop after 1854. The crowns of the lions 
are blotchy, and the crown of the upper lion is placed very far back 
on his head. The windows of the lower castle are a long way above 
the door, but those of the upper castle are very close to tl!C door. 
The Golden F leece is damaged on the left side, else it would be very 
like the genuine. The hooked end of the scroll-work, to the left of 
the fleece, is much further from it than the end to the right of it; 
and neither end rests upon the line below. The ornaments in the 
spandrels are much too white and coarse looking. The s of R', which 
ou&ht to be merely the size of the DO of CERT00 , is much too large, 
anct comes down below the middle of the R. 

Postmarks. 

Genuine. The gridiron of six bars. 
Forged. The gridiron of six bars, like the genuine ; also a thick 

line, or a couple of thick parallel lines drawn right across the stamp. 
NoTE.-This latter obliteration is also found on the genuine. It 

was done by the post-oftice, when the remainder of the stock was 
sold to the dealers. Stamps thus marked are therefore really unused. 
I have specimens in my collection marked with one, with two, and 
with three lines. 

Issue of the same year, for Official Correspondence. Medio, 
Una, Cuarto Onza, Una Libra. 

The above denominations are, it will be understood, of weight, 
and not of value. 
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Genuine. 

Engraved in epargne (?), on coloured paper, rather thin. The head 
and tail of the c of CORREOS are both alike, and none of the letters 
touch each other. There is a stop after CORREOS. The uncoloured 
line down the left side of the stamp, if prolonged upwards, would 
cut into the back of the c of CORREOS; and the uncoloured line 
down the right of the stamp, if prolonged upwards, c 
would almost cover the stop after 1854. There is a 
sort of black outline all round the crown, showing 
above the tops of the pearls and behind the cross, as 
in the · genuine 1 real of the last issue ; and the 
pearls on the arches of th e crown, as in that issue, 
are 5, 7, 3, 7, 5. The uncoloured lines down the 
side of the stamp do not touch the lower label. The ~..:..=1>...:=~ 
lions are both crowned. The windows of the castles are large, 
reetangular, and a long way above the doors. The fl eece is exactly 
the same as in the genuine 6 cuartos of the last issue. Both ends of 
the scrolls, to the right aud left of the fleece, rest upon the line 
below them. 

First Forgery. 

Very nicely lithographed, on tolerably thick, coloured wove 
paper. The tail of the c of CORREOS has no knob to it, and it is 
lower than the other letters. There is no stop after the word, and 
the letters RRE are all joined together at the bottom. The un­
coloured lines down the sides of the stamp, if prolonged upwards, 
would respectively pass clear to the right of the stop after 1854, and 
clear to the left of the c of CORREOS. There is no black background 
or outline round the crown and cross. The pearls on the arches of 
the crown, counting from the left, are 7, 6, 3, 4, 7. The uncoloured 
lines down the sides of the stamp both touch the lower label. The 
lower lion has no crown on, and the crown of the upper lion consists 
of three spikes sticking out of his head. The windows of the castles 
are irregular in shape and position, and too close to the doors. The 
fleece is the Skye terrier of the forgery of the 1 real, blue, of the last 
issue, the cord which suspends it being hardly visible, and without 
the dark clot in the centre of the fleece. The end of the scroll to 
the left of the fleece does not rest upon the line below it. 

Second Forgery. 

Lithographed on rather thin, coarsely wove coloured paper. The 
impression is blotched and very coarse, hut the details of the genuine 
have been fairly copied. The letters RRE of CORREOS are joined 
together at the bottom. The uncoloured line clown the right side of 
the stamp, if prolonged upwards, would pass clear to the right of the 
stop after 1854. The crown does not show the black background of 
the genuine. The pearls on the arches of the crown, counting from 
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the left, are 5, 6, 3, 5, 5. The upper lion has his crown too far back, 
and the lower lion has his crown too far forward. The windows of 
the upper castle are very much nearer to the door than those of the 
lower castle. The fleece is rather like the genuine, but it is im­
perfect on the left side, and the cord is hardly visible. 

Third Forgery. 

This is a frightful thing. Very badly lithographed, on stout, 
coloured wove paper. The tail of the c of CORREOS has no knob to 
it, and there is no stop after the word. The stop after 1854 is 
blotched into the line below it. The uncoloured line dowi) the left 
side of the stamp, if prolonged upwards, would pass clear to the 
left of the c of CORREOS. The pearls on the arches of the crown are 
so blotched as to be quite uncountable. The cross comes exactly 
under the middle of the second o of CORREOS, instead of under the 
space between the os. The windows of the lower castle are larger 
than the door. The fleece is an undecipherable blotch. 

Postmarks. 

Genuine. The gridiron of six bars. 
Forged. Uncancelled; also a gridiron of nine or ten oblique 

bars ; also a gridiron of five bars, placed the proper way. 

I ssue of 1855, for Official Correspondence. Media, Una, 
Cuatro Onza, Una Libra. 

Genuine. 

There are two types of this set-the first having each A in the 
inscription pointed at the top, and the second having each A dis­
tinctly square at the top. I have only the latter set, and describe 
therefore from the second type. The pearls on the arches of the 

crown are all rounu and distinct. The stop after 
OFICIAL is level with the join of the two links of 
the chain to the left of it. At the bottom of the 
shield there is a triangular space, containing a thing 
said to be a pomegranate, but which looks like a 
tulip. Both the lions are crowned. The npper lion 
touches the little oval central shield with one of his 
hind legs, but not with either of his fore legs. The 

lower lion touches the central oval shield with his crown and his 
tail. The doors of the castles are very distinct, and the windows 
are rectangular. 

Forged. 

Rather nicely lithographed, on stout, rather glace, coloured wove 
paper. Some of the A's in the inscription are blunt, and some 
sharply pointed. The pearls on the arches of the crown are the 
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same in number as the genuine, but they are badly shaped, and not 
nearly so distinct as they ought to be. The stop after OE'ICIAL is a 
good deal lower than the level of the join of the two links of the 
chain to the left of it. The triangular space at the bottom of the 
shield i ~ left blank, without the Jiower. This is of course a very 
easy instant test. The lions are not crowned. The upper lion rests 
one of his front legs up,on the central oval shield, but neither o( his 
hind legs touches it. The lower lion does not touch the oval shield 
with either his head or tail. The doors of the castles are almost 
completely hidden by the shading, and the windows are shapeless 
dots. 

Postmarks. 
Genuine. An oval of seven thick parallel bars ; also a double 

circle, containing name and date. 
Forged. The forgeries are not cancelled. 

Issue of 1866. 4 Cuartos, 10 c. d. Escudo. 

Gen?J,ine. 
Engraved in epargne, on smooth white paper, moderately stout; 

perforated 14. There are sixty-five horizontal li nes of shading in 
the central circle, counting down the left side. The highest part of 
the front of the coronet touches the fourth line from the top, and 
the lowest part of the frout of the neck rests 
ufon the fourth line from the bottom. The base 
o the neck, where it is cut off, is of solid colour, 
without lines. The crowns over the little shields 
in the corners are very distinct, a11d nicely made, 
both being alike. The little lion in the right­
hand shield is crowned ; his tail touches his 
back, but does not touch the inner outline of the 
shield anywhere. The curved white line under 
CORREOS has ten coloured clashes drawn along it. The nose of the 
queen is turned up, but of a good length, and th e lips are rather 
thick. There is a very distinct double chin, and there are about 
twenty-eight horizontal lines of shading from the cheek, in front of 
the ear, down to almost the bottom of the front of the throat. 

First Forgery. 

Of this I have only the 4 cuartos. l\fy one specimen is litho­
graphed on thin, rather rough, white wove paper, and unperforated. 
There are only forty-seven horizontal lines of shading in the central 
circle, counting down the left side. The highest part of the front of 
the coronet touches the third line from the top, and the lowest part 
of the base of the neck comes rather below the fourth line from the 
bottom. The base of the neck, where it is cu t off, shows seven white 
lines on a dark background. The upper part of the right-hand 
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crown is taller and narrower than the corresponding part of the other 
crown, and the dark markings in it very much resemble the letters 
s w, with a large stop after them. This is not to be seen in the 
genuine. The little lion in the right-hand shield is very like a 
heraldic griffin; it is not crowned; its tail touches the inner outline 
of the shield, and it appears to have three front legs and only one 
hind leg. There are only eight coloured dashes along the centre of 
the white curved line under CORREOS. The queen's nose is very 
short, very blunt and round, anu not turned up. The upper lip is 
enormously thick and swollen. There is no indication of the double 
chin. There are only fifteen horizontal lines of shading from the 
siue of the cheek to the front of the throat, and they are much 
coarser than in the genuine. 

Second Forgery. 

Of this I have only the 10 c. de escudo. It is lithographed, in 
very yellow-green, on thick, yellowish-white wove paper; very 
badly perforated, about 13, apparently by a se\\~ng-machine. There 
is no stop after the 10, though there is one in the genuine. There 
are sixty-three horizontal lines of shading in the central circle, 
counting down the left-hand side, and they are exceedingly faint. 
The highest part of the front of the coronet touches the second line 
from the top, and the lowest part of the front of the base of the 
neck rests upon the fifth line from the bottom. The base of the 
neck, where it is cut off, has some white blotches on it; but some of 
the genuine show similar blotches occasionally. One of the arches 
of the left-hand crown is badly-shaped. The lion in the right-hand 
shield is an impossible sort of beast, and he touches the left outline 
of the shield with hath his front paws. The second R of CORREOS 
is almost a B, and the white line under this word has most of the 
coloured <lashes joined together, so as to form a continuous dark line 
for part of the way. The nose is too snub, and the mouth is of a 
nice shape, much nicer than in the genuine. There is no double 
chin. There are, as far as I can make out, only fourteen horizontal 
Jines of shading from the side of the cheek to the throat, and they 
do not come nearly so low as in the genuine. 

Postmarks. 

Genuine. A double circle, with very thick lettering between the 
circles ; also a double oval, of thin lines, with thin lettering between 
the ovals and in the centre ; also an unoutlined oval, formed by very 
thick, blotchy lines of varying length, with a numeral in the centre. 

Forged. A double circle, with the space between the circles 
separated into several portions by short lines across from circle to 
circle. This is similar to the genuine postmark of the next issue 
but one, though I have never seen it on the genuine stamps of this 
issue ; also the thick double circle like the genuine. 
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CARLIST INSURRECTION. 

I ssu e of 1873. 1 Real, blue. 

There are two types of this stamp - one without, and one 
with the "tilde" or accent over theN of ESPANA. The forgers 
have imitated the one with the accent, so I describe from that 
type. 

Genuine. 

Lithographed on thick, white wove paper, very glace. The hair is 
parted in the centre of the forehead ; the nose is shaded with clots 
at the point. There is a considerable space of white between the 
eyebrows, and a faint outline can be seen all round the beard, which 
is caused by the horizontal lines of shading in the 
background not being drawn q~tite up to the beard. 1 
The point where the neck is cut off in front is at 
some little distance from the edge of the containing 
oval. The horizontal lines of shading are not drawn 
quite up to the edge of the oval, so that there is a -
narrow ring of white round the inside of the oval, 
and this ring is of equal width all the way round. 
The end of the moustache is ion~, droops clown, 
and then curls up again. The outline of the oval 
touches the frame at the middle of the left-hand side. Only one 
line of the shading touches the F of }'RANQUEO, and none of the 
lines touch the o. The highest part of the hair touches the third 
line from the top, and the lowest point of the neck touches the sixth 
line from the bottom of the hotizontal lines in the central oval. 

Forged. 
Lithographed on thinnish paper, not glace; ungummed. The hair 

shows no parting. The point of the nose is nnshadecl. There are 
two little dots near the corner of the eyebrow, and, if a vertical line 
be drawn down from those clots, it will almost pass through two 
larger dots-one on the upper erlge of the whisker, and the other on 
the lower edge of it. (None of these dots are found in the genuine.) 
The eyebrows almost meet, there being only the slightest separation 
between them. There is no white outline round the beard, and the 
beard itself is mnch more like a beard than in the genuine. The 
front point of the neck is very near the edge of the containing oval. 
The horizontal lines of shading almost cut into the outline of the 
oval in front of the forehead, and in front of the beard, so that the 
white line is, of course, much narrower there than elsewhere. The 
eml of the moustache is quite short, and scarcely comes beyond the 
corner of the mouth. The outline of the oval does not touch the 
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frame anywhere. Three of the horizontal lines of shading appear to 
touch the F of FRANQUEO, and one of them touches the top of the o. 
The highest part of the hair touch es the top line but one in the 
background, and the lowest point of the neck touches the fifth line 
from the bottom. This is rather a deceptive forgery. 

Postmarks. 

Genuine. The genuine postmarks are very numerous. A circle, 
with name and date ; also a rectangle of seven thick parallel bars ; 
also the same with eleven bars; also a diamond of round dots, with 
a solid diamond in the centre; also a five-pointed star, with or with­
out nun1eral in the centre ; also one or more numerals, with or 
without No. above ; also a numeral and letter together ; also two 
letters ; also a sort of cog-wheel, without nave or spokes ; also a 
double circle, with CORREOS in the centre, and name of province, and 
of town between the circles. I copy this list from the Philatelical 
Society's Catalogue, but I have all but three of these postmarks in 
my own possession. 

Forged. A large rectangle, the size of the stamp, composed of 
square dots. 

NOTE.-There are some stamps, evidently from the genuine types, 
now being offered for sale, in two or three colours. These must be 
reprints ; they are on much the same paper as the genuine as to 
thickness, but can be easily detected by the paper being dull, instead 
of being very highly glazed. 

Issue of April, 1874. 1 Real, lilac. 

Genuine. 

Lithographed on thin, or on medium white wove paper. The nose 
is rather blunt. The "tilde" over theN of ESPANA is very distinct. 

The top of the F of FRANQUEO is below the level 
of the other letters. The shading behind the scrolls 
is composed of vertical wavy lines, fine, but dis­
tinct. The whole of the ear is lightly shaded, and 
there is a line or wrinkle from the corner of the 
nose to the corner of the mouth. The nnshaded 
part of the neck reaches up almost to the tip of the 
ear. There is a small stop after RL in the right 
bottom corner. The letters of FRANQUEO are 

exactly equidistant from the top and bottom of the containing label, 
and the inside of the o is an oval. The front of the bottom of the neck 
ends in quite a long peak, which comes above the E of FRANQUEO. 
There is a distinct white outline to the back of the neck, running 
np to the hair. 
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Forged. 
Lithographed on yellowish-white paper, very thin, ungummed. 

The nose ends in a very sharp point. The "tilde" over the N of 
ESPANA looks like a thi ckening of the outline of the scroll, and it 
does not stand out separate from the outline of the scroll as the 
genuine does. The top of the F of FRANQUEO is above the level of 
the other letters. The shading behind the scroll is partly solid, 
though some of the lines can be seen in the right top corner, and 
the said lines are straight imtead of wavy. The rim of the ear is 
quite white, and there is no wrinkle or line on the face. There is a 
white dot on the under lip, and another on the side of the chin, 
below the corner of the moustache, which are not seen in the 
genuine. The white, nnshaclecl part of the neck does not come near 
the ear, but only about as high as the level of the mou th. There is 
no stop after the RL in the right bottom corner. The letters of 
~'RANQUEO are nearer to the top than to the bottom of the containing 
label. The inside of the o of this word is rectangular at the top. 
The front of the bottom of the neck ends in a very short point, which 
comes above the space between UE of FRANQUEO. There is no white 
outline to the back of the neck. 

Postmarks. 
Genuine. A large fleur-de-lys in a circle; also the diamond of round 

dots containing a solid diamond, as before described; also a numeral 
or numerals; also a pen-and-ink nmneral. 

Forged. A large rectaugle of square dots. 

Issue of April15, 1874. 16 Maravedis Vellon, rose. 
Genuine. 

Lithographed on thin white, or slightly toned wove paper. There 
is a" tilde" over theN of ANO, and another over the N of CATALUNA. 
The stop after CORREOS is circular. The 1 of 16 
comes both higher and lower than the 6, and the 
monetary denomination is MS. VN. The hair behind 
the ear, clown the back of the neck, is cut quite 
short. The lines forming the network are wavy, 
and the meshes are therefore rather oval in shape. 
The lines of shading on the ends of the upper 
scroll are much thicker and rather shorter on the 
right side than on the left. The shading on the 
forehead is light. The moustache droops very little. The beard is 
easily distinguished from the shading on the neck. The whiskers 
join the hair. The outline of the frame is very jagged. 

Forged. 
Lithographed, on paper rather thicker than th at of the genuine, 

and ungummed. There is no accent to the N of ANO or of CATA-
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LUNA. The stop after CORREOS is a short hyphen. The 6 of 16 
is higher than the top of the 1, and the 1 is lower than the bottom 
of the 6. The monetary denomination is apparently Ms. vs. All 
the hair is long, and it looks very like a wig, seeming to spring from 
the back of the head. The lines forming the network are all quite 
straight, so that the meshes are diamonds. The lines of shading on 
the upper scroll are very much longer on the right side than on the 
left. The front of the forehead is heavily shaded, and the neck is so 
absurdly dark in front that it looks like part of the beard. The 
whisker also appears to be pointed, from the same cause. There is 
a small division between the hair and the whisker. The moustache 
droops a good deal. There is a mark like a large comma just above 
the middle of the eyebrow, which is not found in the genuine. The 
outline of the frame is well done. 

Postmarks. 

I have never seen the genuine stamps postmarked. The forgeries 
are obliterated with a large rectangle of square dots. 

Issue of 1874-75. ~ Real , lake-red. 

There are no fewer than four types of this stamp, differing 
considerably from each other. The one which the forgers have 
imitated is Type III., which I now describe. 

Genuine. 

Lithographed on thinnish, white wove paper, showing the marks 
of the wire gauze on which the paper was manufactured. The white 

space at the side of the under jaw, above where the 
beard comes, is of a pointed form, the point being 
above the figure of value. The central oval con­
tains twenty-eight horizontal lines of shading on 
the right side and thirty on the left. There are 
seventy-seven oblique lines round the medallion, 
counting the one in each corner of the stamp ; and 
there are two of these lines or rays between the 

point of each fleur -de-lys and the end of the scroll above it. If the 
oblique fraction-line of the ~were prolonged upwards it would pass 
considerably to the right of the face. 

Forged. 

Lithographed on rather stout, ordinary, white wove paper. The 
white space on the under jaw, above where the beard grows, is semi­
circular in shape. There are thirty-two lines of shading behind the 
head, counting down the right side, and thirty-three counting down 
the left side. There are eighty-eight oblique rays or lines round the 
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medallion. These rays, both in the genuine and forged, must be 
counted from where they touch the frame of the stamp, as some of 
them only reach as far as the scroll. There is only one clear ray 
between the point of each fleur-de-lys and the end of the scroll above 
it. The oblique fraction-line of the!, if prolonged upwards, would 
cut through the beard, and touch the point of the nose. The colour 
of the genuine stamps is lake-red and vermilion-red ; that of the 
forgeries is quite a deep carmine. 

Postmarks. 

I have seen no postmarked copy of the genuine. The forgeries 
are cancelled with the rectangle of square dots before described. 

NOTE.-There are, I believe, many more forgeries of the Spanish 
stamps, some of which have duly franked letters, and others having 
"fetched" some of the dealers. I possess, however, only the varieties 
described in this book. 

STRAITS SETTLEMENTS. 

I ssue of 1867. 2, 4, 6, 8, 12, 24 Cents. 

Genuine. 

Engraved in epargne, on medium, yellowish-white wove paper; 
watermarked with a crown and CC ; perforated 13. The central 
part of the design is the same in all the values, but the corners differ 
for each value. The 2 cents has a sort of fleur-de-lys ornament in 
each corner; the 4.cents has a triangle; the 6 cents has a rose; the 

8 cents has a bell-shaped leaf­
ornament; the 12 cents has a 
triangular leaf, and the 24 
cents has a sort of ace of 
spades ornament. The dark, 
horizontal lines of shading in 
the central oval do not quite 
reach to the inner, clark out­
line of the name-oval, so that 

there is a distinct white ring all the way round, between the name­
oval and the central oval. The face is shaded all over. The chignon 
goes right up to the very edge of the background of horizontal lines. 
The ornaments on the top of the coronet are, counting from the 
front, a pearl, a thistle, a pearl, a shamrock, a pearl, another thistle, 
a pearl-all being perfectly distinct, so that there is no fear of 
mistaking them for anythinj'" else ; and the first pearl goes quite np 
to the edge of the horizonta lines of shading of the background. 

2 H 

stampsmarter.com 



466 ALBUM WEEDS ; OR, 

Forged. 

Poorly l ithographed, on rather thin, very white wove paper, not 
watermarked, and perforated 13, very badly. All the values are 
from the design of the 2 cents, so that each one has a sort of fleur-de­
lys ornament in the corners, instead of a different ornament for each 
value. The clark, horizontal lines of shading in the central oval go 
quite up to the inner outline of the name-oval, so that there is no 
white line between the shading and the name-oval. The whole of 
the front of the face and cheek are white, without shading. The 
chignon ha,-dly touches the clark, inner outline of the name-oval. 
The ornaments on the top of the coronet are not clearly clone, so 
that the two thistles might be anything one likes to call them. The 
first pearl of the coronet does not go to the edge of the shaded lines 
of the background. It will be seen that the 2 cents is the only one 
at all like the genuine, all the others having the same ornament as 
the said 2 cents, whereas each value ought to have different corner 
ornaments. 

Sam e I ssue. 32 Cents . 
Genuine. 

Engraving, paper, watermark, &c., the same as in the genuine 
stamps just described. The horizontal lines of shading in the central 
rectangle do not come quite to the edge of the frame, so that there is 
a white line, of equal width on all the four sides, running all round 

the said central rectangle. The ornaments on 
the top of the crown are the same as in the 
genuine stamps just clescribecl, and equally dis­
tinct. The chignon does not trespass into the 
white line to the right of it. Each corner of the 
stamp contains an ornament composed of four 
trefoil-looking things, joined into a sort of St. 
Andrew's cross, with a cliamoncl-shapecl white 
clot in the centre. Four of the horizontal lines 

of the b<tckgrouncl can be seen at the bottom of the central rect­
angle, below the front of the base of the neck, where it comes 
nearest to the bottom of the frame. 

Forged. 

Lithographed on very white wove paper, rather thin, without 
watermark, and badly perforated 13. The white line round the 
central rectangle is very broad at the sides, much narrower at the 
bottom, and very narrow at the top, instead of being equally wide all 
the way round. The ornament to the left of the right-hand pearl is 
apparently a shamrock, so that there are two shamrocks, instead of 
two thi stles, amongst the ornaments. They are all poorly drawn. 
The back of the chignon trespasses distinctly into the white line 
running down at the right-band side of the central rectangle. The 
corner ornaments are pretty like those of the genuine, except that 
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they are not so distinct; and the diamond-shaped white dot in the 
centre of each ornament appears to be sometimes square, and some­
times almost circular. Only two of the horizontal lines of shading 
of the background can be seen below the front of the base of the 
neck. 

Same Issue. 9 6 Cents. 

Genuine. 
Paper, engraving, watermark, perforation, &c., the same as in the 

genuine stamps first described. The ornaments "'-'"V""\rv-v-v~~ 
on the crown, the white line ronnel the central 
rectangle, and the chignon, are exactly the same 
as in the genuine 32 cents j ust described. The 
ornaments in the four corners of the stamp are, 
however, quite different, each being composed of 
two interlacing white oblongs, with pointed ends, 
not in the least resembling the ornaments of the 
32 cents. 

Forged. 
Lithographed on very white wove paper, rather thin ; no water­

mark; badly perforated 13. The ornaments on the crown, the 
white line round the central rectangle, the chignon, and the corner 
ornaments of the stamp, are exactly like those of the forged 32 cents, 
so that there will be no difficulty in telling this forgery, which is 
merely the 32 cents with the value changed. 

Postma>·ks. 
Genuine. A very large oval, not outlined, composed of four broad, 

straight, parallel bars at top and bottom, and two curved lines each 
side, with nu1nerals in the centre ; also a set of four concentric 
hexagons, or octagons, of very thin lines, with letter and numeral in 
the centre, after the fashion of one of the East Indian cancellations; 
also a large square of square clots, not outlined. Besides the above, 
the stamps of this country almost invariably bear a private cancel­
lation as well, in the shape of the initials or name of the sender of 
the letter, sometimes written in ink, but oftener stamped with a 
hand-stamp. This is, I suppose, to guard against theft; and the 
same sort of private cancellation will also be found on the East 
I ndian stamps, though they, for the most part, simply have 
"stamped" written across them by the sender of the letter. 

Forged. A large oval, without outline, composed of about fifteen 
thin parallel lines ; also a circle, containing unreadable letters; also 
a sort of rectangle, composed of four long, parallel lines at the top 
and bottom, and five curved lines each side, without numerals or 
letters ; also a set of long, diamond-shaped dots, apparently arranged 
in a circular form; also a number of small, circular clots, only very 
slightly obliterating the stamp. 
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SWITZERLAND. 

So many have failed in their efforts t o describe intelligibly 
the stamps of this country, that I feel rather doubtful as t o my 
own capabilities. However, I can only do my best. I adhere 
to the formerly-accepted names of the stamps to avoid any 
chance of mistake. 

BASLE. 
Issue of 1845. 2t Rappen. 

Genuine. 

Engraved in epargne, tricoloured impression, in pale greenish-blue, 
dull crimson, and black, on very stout, yellow-ish-white wove paper. 
The black parts are unmistakably epargne; the blue parts are litho­
graphed ; and the red parts are possibly epc,·gne. There is a short, 
stumpy hyphen between each of the words STADT-POST-BASEL. In 
each corner of the stamp there is a burell, or network, of crossing 
and interlacing vertical white lines, on a ground of pale greenish­
blue. The o of POST is very nearly perpendicular, with the merest 
trace of a slope to the right. The L of BASEL, when the stamp is 
held right side up, lies on its back, and slopes very much down to 
the left, so that, if a fiat ruler or card be laid along the centre of 
what would be the vertical stroke of the L if it were in its normal 
position, the line would merely graze the side of the s of STADT 
nearest to the T. In the figures of value, in the left-hand bottom 
= =====> corner of the stamp, the large 2 does not touch 

the black inner outline of the frame; the small 
l does not touch either the curved name-label 
above it, or the fraction-line below it, and the 
little 2 does not touch the fraction-line. If the 
fraction-line were prolonged to the right, it would 
pass clear below the outline of the whole stamp 
before reaching the centre of the bottom of it. 

~--------' Particular attention must be paid to these points, 
as all the forgeries vary from the genuine here. The R of RP does 
not touch the inner outline of the frame below it, and the stop after 
the P is level with the centre of the P , and midway between the P 
and the outline of the frame to the right of it. The two lines which 
come down from each side of the middle of the top outline of the 
stamp, enclosing a white space which contains part of what is called 
the "crozier-case ornament," a•·e not straight, but are bowed out­
wards iu their centres. It will be found that these two lines, if 
produced downwards, would join the outline of the little white 
shield below them, and form with them three-fourths of a long 
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ellipse. It is easy to see that the lines are not straight. The black 
crozier-case is sensibly wider above than below the central whit.e 
division, and the white line in the centre of the upper half of it 
runs up to the bend, where the ornament curls over to the left, the 
said white line being sharply pointed at the top. The black frame of 
the stamp is double all the way round, the outer line being twice as 
thick as the inner one. The red outline of the frame is a little 
thicker than the outer black one. This red line ought to come 
between the two black lines of the frame, but owing to the difficulty 
of placing the stamp in exactly the right place for the second print­
ing, the red line seldom occupies its proper position, and is most 
frequently found printed over either the outer or inner black line. 
I have before me a copy with rather a deep margin at the bottom, 
showing the top of the next stamp ; and in this it is evident that 
each stamp was only about three-fourths of a millimetre separate 
from the one next below it. I do not know bow near the vertical 
rows were to each other. The white dove on the red shield is highly 
embossed. The little leaf-ornaments in the top corners of the stamp 
do not touch the vertical, inner outline of the frame on either side 
of the stamp. The curled top of the crozier-case is alrnost half a 
millimetre from the inner black outline of the top of the stamp, and 
the bottom point of the said ornament is about the same distance 
from the inner outline of the bottom of the little white shield. In 
the copy before me the right-hand point of this ornament touches 
the outline of the little shield, but the left-hand point does not 
touch, thonah very close. Mr. Pemberton states that it touches both 
sides of the little shield, but I fancy, from his other remarks, that be 
was describing from a very heavily-printed copy. 

For the forgeries I will take Mr. Pemberton's mrmbers for those 
described by him in the Philatelist for 1870, pp. 131, 132. 

First Forge1·y. 

This is lithographed, the paper very similar to that of the genuine. 
The corners of the stamp are in plain solid colour, without any 
burete of white lines. This is an easy test. The L of BASEL lies 
quite horizontally, so that a line drawn through the middle of what 
ought to be its vertical stroke passes almost through the very centre 
of the s of STADT. The 1 of the fraction touches the outline of the 
curved name-label above it, and the fraction-line touches the large 2. 
If this fraction-line were produced to the right it would cut into the 
bottom of the o of POST. The two black lines coming down from 
the top outline of the stamp, enclosing the white space, are perfectly 
straight. The black crozier-case is a good deal wider below than 
above the central division; the white line running up the middle of 
the upper half of it is blunt at the top, and hardly reaches np to the 
bend. The outer and inner black lines of the frame are of the same 
thickness. The curled top of the crozier-case is not a quarter of a 
millimetre from the inner ulack outline of the top of the stamp ; the 
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bottom of this ornament is a full millimetre from the bottom of the 
little white shield ; the right-hand point of it is a quarter of a 
millimetre from the side of the little shield, and the left-hand point 
touches the outline of the shield. 

Second Forgery. 

Lithographed on stout, white wove paper. The corners of the 
stamp, as in the last forgery, are of solid colour, without any b"rele 
of white lines. The colour of the said corners is really a bluish­
green, rather than greenish-blue. There is no hyphen between POST 
and BASEL, The o of POST is slanted over very much to the right. 
The L of BASEL slants very much downwards to the left, so that a 
line drawn through the middle of the thick stroke of the L, as before, 
would jnst touch the T of STADT, altogether clearing the s. The large 
2 almost touches the curved outline of the name-label ; the small l 
has an oblique head-stroke to it, which does not exist in the genuine, 
and it touches the outline of the name-label; the fraction-line, if 
prolonged to the right, would cut into the o and s of POST. The R 
of RP touches the black outline of the frame below it, and the stop 
after the P is merely a projection from the vertical side of the frame. 
The two vertical lines, near the middle of the top of the stamp, are 
perfectly straight. The crozier-case is wider below than above the 
central projection. The white line in the centre of the upper half 
of it is very short and stumpy, not reaching half-way up to the bend. 
This white line is square at the top, or, at least, blunt. The inner 
black frame of the stamp is thicker than the outer one ; the two are 
far too far apart ; and the reel outline of the frame, instead of being 
merely as thick as the thicker black one, is a full millimetre in 
breadth. This is an easy test. Each stamp is one and a half milE­
metres from each of its neighbours on the sheet. The white dove is 
not embossed. The little leaf-ornament in the left top corner of the 
stamp touches the side of the frame, and the similar leaf-ornament 
on the right side of the stamp almost touches the frame. The curled 
top of the crozier-case is nearly three-quarters of a millimetre from 
the inner black line of the top frame, and the bottom point of the 
ornament is quite the same distance from the bottom of the little 
white shield. The right-hand point is a long way from the side of 
the little shield, and the left·hand point is rather close to the left 
side of the shield, but does not touch it. 

Third Forgery. 

This I have not seen. Mr. Pemberton says that "it is, compara­
tively, a very poor production, with the carrier pigeon printed instead 
of being em bossed. That is enough to condemn it ; but it may be 
well to add that the blue clots" (Mr. Pemberton means the burele) 
"composing the ground are much too coarse, and that the t in the 
value is so smudged that no space appears between the down-stroke 
and the figures." 
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Fourth Forgery. 

This I have not seen. Mr. Pemberton says : "This is the com­
monest of the falsifications, and has deceived many young philatelists. 
The point of the key is some distance from the shield" (i.e., the 
bottom point of the crozier-case is a long way above the bottom of 
the little shield) ; "the o of POST is slanted." 

Fifth Forgery. 

This I have not seen. Mr. Pemberton says: "Very much like 
the last, only better engraved. The point of the ornament is very 
high above the apex of the shield " (i.e., the bottom point of the 
crozier-case is a long way above the bottom of the little shield.) 

Sixth Fm-gery. 
Nicely lithographed, on white wove paper, a good deal thinner 

than that of the genuine. The hyphens hetween STADT-POST-BASEL 
are too long, too thick, and too conspicuous. The bU>·eli! in the 
corners is decidedly green in colour, and much coarser than in the 
genuine ; the white lines of it are slanting, instead uf almost vertical. 
The o of POST slants over very much to the right. The L of BASEL 
leans rather to the right, instead of the left; and, if a line be drawn 
through its horizontal stroke as it lies, it will slightly cut into the s 
of STADT. There is a little line or flaw which joins this L to the 
outline of the curved name label. The large 2 touches the inner 
outline of the frame ; the little 2 is much too large, being more than 
half the height of the large 2, and nearly as wide. The dividing­
line of the fraction, if prolonged to the right, would just touch the 
bottom of the name label. The R and the P of RP just touch the 
outline of the frame below them, and the stop after the word is 
nearer to the side of the frame than to the P. The two lines which 
come down from the top outline of the stamp, towards the middle, 
are both quite straight. The inner black outline of the frame is 
much thicker than the outer one. The red outline of the frame is 
far too thick, being nearly a millimetre broad, instead of only about 
as thick as the thicker black one. The white dove is only very 
slightly embossed. The little leaf-ornaments in the top corners of 
the stamp both touch the sides of the frame. The curled top of the 
crozier-case almost touches the inner outline of the top of the stamp. 
The bottom point of the said case is quite half a millimetre from the 
bottom of the little shield. Both the side-points touch the sides 
of the little shield. 

Seventh Forgery. 
Lithographed on rather thin, white wove paper. The burele in the 

corners is very like that of the genuine, but that on the left side is 
more patchy than the other. The o of POST is ve>·y much slanted 
over to the right. The L of BASEL leans rather to the right, instead 
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of to the left; and, if a line be drawn along the centre of its hori­
zontal line as it lies, it will pass clear above the s of STADT. The 
fraction-line of the 2~, if prolonged to the right, would pass clear 
below, not only the name label, but also below the outer frame, at 
the micldle of the stamp. The R of RP touches the frame below it, 
and the stop after the P is level with the top of the P, and a good 
deal nearer to it than to the side of the stamp. The two lines hang­
ing down from near the middle of the top of the stamp are perfectly 
straight. The inner black outline of the stamp is thicker than the 
outer one at the top and bottom, and thinner than the outer one at 
the sides. The white dove is only slightly embossed. The left-hand 
leaf-ornament in the top of the stamp touches the side of the frame, 
but the similar leaf in the right top corner does not touch the frame. 
The side-points of the crozier-case do not touch the sides of the 
little shield. 

Eighth Forgery. 
Lithographed on very stout, white wove paper. There is a very 

short hyphen between the words STADT-POST, and a much longer 
hyphen between the words POST-BASEL. The bureltf is very coarse 
and patchy ; it is decidedly blue, but of a greenish cast. The o of 
POST is very much slanted over to the right. The L of BASEL slopes 
over rather to the right, and, if a line were drawn through its hori­
zontal line as it lies, it would cut almost through the middle of the 
s of STADT, but nearer to the beginning than the end of that letter. 
The large 2 touches the side of the frame, and the little 1 touches 
the fraction-line. If the said fraction-line were prolonged to the 
right it would pass clear below the outer frame of the stamp long 
before reaching the centre. The two lines which hang from the top 
of the stamp, near the middle of it, are perfectly straight. The black 
crozier-case is a good deal wider below than above the central white 
division. The white line in the middle of the upper part of the 
ornament runs right up, further than the bend, so as to be bent itself. 
The black inner outline of the stamp is thicker than the outer one 
at the top and on the left side ; the outer one is thicker than the 
inner one at the bottom and on the right side. The little leaf­
ornaments in the top corners of the stamp both touch the side­
frames. The curled top of the crozier-case is more than half a 
millimetre from the inner black outline of the top of the stamp, 
and the bottom point of it is a millimetre from the bottom of the 
little white shield. Neither of the side-points of the ornament 
touches the shield. There is a dot over the s of POST which does 
not show in the genuine. There are white marks in the s and E of 
BASEL, as though the letters had been outlined and then not quite 
filled in with ulack. The dove is pretty well embossed. The right­
hand black outer line of the large red shield is carried a li ttle too 
far up, and the top outline of it is carried a little too far to the left, 
so that in each case there is a little projecting point, which does 
not exist in the genuine or in any of the other forgeries. 
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Postmarks. 
Genuine. The only postmark which I have seen is an oblong 

frame, with rather rounded ends, containing FRANCO in large letters, 
struck in reel. 

Forged. No. 1 hears a reel circle, containing unreadable letters; 
No. 2 has a small black circle, containing BASEL, in rather small 
block capitals; No.6 and Ko. 7 are not cancelled; and No.8 I have 
seen pasted on part of an envelope with the SCHAFFHAUSEN post­
mark. 

Reprints. 
Mr. Pemberton says that "in 1867 some reprints were brought 

out ; but they are easily detected, as the ground work of the corners 
is a clark green, and the shield is a bright orange-red. They are 
sometimes sold to the unwary as 'trial stamps."' 

GENEVA. 

Issue of 1844. Double Stamp, 10 c., black on green. 

This stamp consists of two "Port Local" labels, joined 
together, side by side, with the words 10. PORT CANTONAL. 

CENT. above the top of the conjoined stamps. The stamp, in its 
entirety, is very scarce, the two labels being usually found 
divided, each half having served as a 5 cent stamp. As each 
side of the twin impression is of a different type, it will be 
necessary to describe each separately. The reader will please 
note that there never was a " Port Local" stamp issued singly, 
so that any genuine single stamp \vith this inscription is merely 
the right or left-hand half, as the case may be, of the double 
stamp. 

Right-hand Half. Genuine. 
Engraved in taille-douce, on stout, hard wove paper, of a decidedly 

apple-green or yellow-green colour. The thin, vertical inner line of 
the frame on the right-hand side ruus up ,.-,;;--,;;=~==,.,.., 
too high, so that it cuts into the thick hori­
zontalline below the stop after CENT. The 
thin, inner horizontal line at the top of the 
stamp is broken at the corner, under NT of 
CANTONAL. There is a ,Jistinct head-stroke 
to the top of the T of POSTE, and another at 
the top of the D of DE ; the said D does not touch the thin outline 
of the frame above it. There are four lines of shading in the TENE­
BRAS label, immediately after the s of that word. The word LOX 
can be easily read, though the L is not very distinct. The right-hand 
forked end of this label or scroll is nearly a millimetre from the thin 

e stampsmarter.com 



474 ALBUM WEEDS j OR, 

inner line of the frame ; but the left-hand end of the scroll almost 
touches the thin inner line of the frame to the left of it. The letters 
JHS are very much smaller than those of TENEBRAS. There are 
thirteen vertical lines of shading in the half of the shield containing 
the key, counting at the top of the key, and reckoning all the thin 
lines from the central dividing-line of the shield to the outer thin 
line. The central dividing-line of the shield runs down into the 
thick outline of it at the bottom; and, if the said line were prolonged 
downwards, it would run straight through the whole length of the 
L of LOCAL, which stamls exactly under it. This is an easy test. The 
bottom of the tail of the eagle very nearly touches the inner outline 
of the shield below it. The last L of LOCAL is exactly under the 
thick right-hand outline of the shield. The figure 5 leans over con­
siderably to the right ; the stop after it is exactly mid way between 
the 5 and the shield, and the stop after the ·c is midway between the 
c and the inner right-hand outline of the frame of the stamp. The 
eagle has no eye, and the crown is midway between the head of the 
eagle and the thin outline of the stamp above it. The first L of 
LOCAL is a good distance below the bottom of the shield. The stamp 
is fifteen millimetres broad, from outside to outside, and fifteen and a 
half millimetres high. 

Left-hand Half. Genuine. 
There is a distinct head-stroke to the top of the T of POSTE, and 

another at the top of the D of DE ; the said D does not touch the 
thin outline of the frame above it. There are four lines of shading 
in the TENEBRAS scroll, immediately after the s of that word. OST 
of POST can be read. The letters JHS are somewhat smaller than 
those of TENEBRAS, but not so much as in the right-hand stamp. 
There are twelve vertical lines in the half of the shield containing 
the key, counting all the thin lines, and reckoning at the top of the 
shield. The central dividing-line of the shield runs down into the 
thick outline of the shield below it, and, if it were prolonged down­
wards, it would just graze the beginning of the o of LOCAL. The 
bottom of the tail of the eagle is not so near to the bottom of the 
stamp as in the right-hand half. The first L of LOCAL does not touch 
the bottom of the shield. The stop after the c is much nearer to 
the thin outline of the frame than to the c. The eagle has no eye. 
There is no stop after GENEVE, and the G does not touch the frame 
of the stamp above it. The stamp is distinctly smaller than the 
right-hand half, being fourteen millimetres across, from outside to 
outside, and about fifteen and a half high. Of course it will be 
understood that I have not included the top portion of the double 
stamp in either measure ; i.e., the strip with the inscription 10. PORT 
CANTONAL. CENT. 

Top of the Stamp. Genuine. 
The 1 of 10 has a very distinct and longish oblique side-stroke. 

There is a stop after 10, as well as after CANTONAL and CENT. The 
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two thin vertical lines enclosing the 10 are five and a half milli­
metres apart. The p of PORT has a long top-stroke, which touches the 
vertical line after the 10. The upright stroke of the T of PORT is 
three millimetres distant from the beginning of the c of CANO'ONAL. 

Right-hand Half. First Forgery. 
Printed on dull green paper, a good deal darker than that of th~ 

genuine. The thin inner line of tbe frame of the stamp is unbroken 
all the way round, but the left-hand vertical line is too long, so that 
it touches the thick outline of both the top and bottom of the stamp. 
There is no heacl-stroke at the top of the head of th~ T of POS'fE, aml 
only a sort of lump at the top of the D of DE ; and this D is join eel 
to the thin outline of the frame above it. There are eight lines of 
shading immediately after the s of TENEBRAS. The last won! in the 
scroll is LU instead of LUX. The right-hand forked end of the scroll 
touches the thin vertical line of the frame to the right of it, and the 
left-hand forked end is nearly a millimetre from the left side of the 
frame, thus exactly reversing the points of the genuine. The letters 
JHS in the halo or glory are the same size as those of TENEBRAS. 
There are fifteen thin vertical lines in the key-half of the shield, 
counting all the thin lines, and reckoning from the top of the stamp. 
The central dividing-line of the shield does not run down to the 
bottom of the shield, but only to the inner outline of it. If this said 
line were prolonged downwards it would just graze the beginning of 
the o of LOCAL, instead of passing down the middle of the first L of 
that word. This is an easy test. The bottom of the tail of the eagle 
is almost a millimetre from the inner outline of the bottom of the 
shield. The thick right-hand vertical outline of the shield, if pro­
longed straight downwards, would pass tar to the right of the last L 
of LOCAL, instead of passing through it. The figure 5 is upright; 
the stop after it is nearer to the 5 than to the outline of the shield, 
and the stop after the c is nearer to the frame than to the c. 
The eagle has a large white patch for an eye, which also runs down 
the neck. The crown is nearer to the eagle's head than to the top of 
the shield. The first L of LOCAL touches the bottom of the shield. 
The stamp is fourteen millimetres wide, and less than fifteen and a 
half high, not including the strip with the top inscription. 

Lejt-hancl Half First Forgery. 
There is no head-stroke to the top of the T of POSTE ; and the top of 

the D of DE is a sort of lump, which touches the outline of the frame 
above it. There are seven lines of shading immediately after the s 
of TENEBRAS. Only the letters os of POST can be seen in the scroll. 
The letters JHS in the glory are the same size as those of TENEBRAS. 
There are fifteen thin vertical lines in the key-bali· of the shield, 
counting all the thin lines, and reckoning at the top of the shield. 
The central dividing-line of the shielcl does not run clown below the 
thin outline of the bottom of the shield, and, if it were prolonged 
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downwards it would just graze the beginning of the o of LOCAL, as 
in the genuine. The bottom of the tail of the eagle is the same 
distance from the bottom of the shield as in the right-hand forgery. 
The first L of LOCAL touches the bottom of the shield. The stop 
after the c is about midway between the c and the side of the frame. 
The eagle has a large white patch for an eye, which also runs down 
the neck. There is a stop after GENEVE, and the G touches the frame 
of the stamp above it. The stamp is fourteen millimetres wide, and 
fifteen and a half high, not including the top strip. 

Top of the Stamp. First Forgery. 

The 1 of 10 has only the very faintest sign of an oblique head­
stroke. There is no stop after the 10. The two thin lines enclosing 
the 10 are only the least fraction more than five millirnetres apart. 
The top-stroke of the P of PORT does not touch the vertical line 
before it. The upright stroke of the P of PORT is only two and a 
half millimetres from the beginning of the c of CANTONAL. 

Right-hand Half. Second ForgenJ. 
I do not possess this, but it must needs exist, as I have the left­

hand ·half of it, with the half of the top inscription. 

Left-hand Half. Second Forgery. 

Lithographed in blue, on white wove paper. The top of the T of 
POSTE has no head-stroke. The D of DE has a long head-stroke, but 
it touches the frame above it. There are six lines of shading after 
the s of TENEBRAS. Only the letters os of POST are visible. The s 
of JHS is smaller than the other letters. There are fourteen thin 
vertical lines in the key-half of the shield, counting at the top of the 
stamp, and reckoning all the thin lines. There is a little line joining 
the inner and outer lines of the shield at its bottom point, but this 
line is not a continuation of the central dividing-line of the shield, 
being too much to the left. If the central eli viding-line were prolonged 
downwards, it would pass midway between the letters LO of LOCAL. 
The body of the 5 is upright, but its head slopes very much to the 
right. The stop after the 5 is much nearer to the 5 than to the 
shield to the right of it. The eagle has a blotch for an eye. There 
is a stop after GENEVE, and the G touches the line of the frame above 
it; indeed, the frame seems to cut away part of the G. The stamp 
is fourteen and a half millimetres wide, and fifteen and a half high, 
not including the top strip. This forgery is coarse, and, even if 
printed with proper paper and ink, it would not be dangerous, 
except to those who have never seen a genuine copy. 

Top of the Stamp. Second Forgery. 

There is no stop after the 10. The top-stroke of the P of PORT 
does not touch the vertical line before it. 
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First Single Forgery. 

This is a single stamp, copied from the left-hand half of the 
genuine, without the top inscription. It is rather nicely printeJ in 
black, on very yellow-green wove paper, brighter than that of the 
genuine. The head-strokes to the tops of the T of POSTE and the D 
of DE are exaggerated, the one to the D, especially, being as thick as 
the vertical stroke of the letter, instead of being much thinner. 
There are thirteen vertical lines in the key-half of the shield, 
counting as before. 'l'he central dividing-line of the shield does not 
run down to touch the outer line of the shield at the bottom ; and, 
if prolonged downwards, it would just pass clear to the left of the 
o of LOCAL. The stop after the c is nearer to the c than to the out­
line of the stamp. The eagle's claw, which touches the wing in the 
left-hand half of the genuine, does not touch it in this forgery. The 
last L of LOCAL is placed too far to the left, so that the thick outline 
of the right-hand side of the shield, which ought to stand almost 
directly above the L, would, in thi s forgery, if prolonged downwards, 
pass quite clear to the right of the said L. The first L of this word 
stands on a lower level than that of the other letters ; but in the 
genuine they are all on the same level. This is not a bad forgery ; 
the yellow-green colour gives it a specious appearance. Mr. Atlee 
says that it exists also on white, yellow (1), and on dark green paper, 
but I have only seen it in yellow-green, as descrihed. 

Second Single Forgery. 

This is a very poor production ; it, like the last, is copied fro•n 
the left-hand half of the genuine, without the top inscription. 
Coarsely lithographed in black, on rose-coloured wove paper. There 
is no top-stroke to either the T of POSTE or to the D of DE. The letters 
of the word POST in the scroll above the shi eld are utterly invisible; 
TENEBRAS is in letters of difl'erent sizes ; and the right-hand part of 
the scroll containing that word is a good deal wider than the rest of 
it, the whole being most uneven and irregular. There are either 
fifteen or sixteen vertical lines in the key-half of the shield, reckon ed 
as before, but they are so very close together, and so smudged, that 
they are very difficult to count. There is no stop after the 5 or aft er 
the c ; but there is, by way of compensation, I suppose, a stop after 
PORT, which does not exist in the genuine. The eagle is a very tame­
looking bird, with no crown above its head; the colour light, merely 
outlined, instead of being all black ; and its leg points downwards 
towards the word PORT, instead of upwards towards the word POSTE. 
These tests will be abundantly sufficient to detect this forgery, which 
is very poor. 

Postmarks. 

Genuine. A sort of outlined primrose flower, containing an out­
lined, square-ended cross, the centre of the primrose showing through 
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the centre of the cross. This is struck either in red or black, but 
more generally the former. 

Forged. An imitation of the genuine, printed in black, red, lilac, 
or blue. 

NoTE.-Of the stamps now to follow I must give all the genuine 
stamps first and the forgeries afterwards; for it is, in many cases, 
almost impossible to tell which particular type the forgery is intended 
to imitate. However, if a suspected stamp does not agree with one 
or other of the genuine types now to be dissected it must be a forgery. 

Issue of 1845. Type I.; 5 c., black on green. 

This stamp is commonly known as "Type I." It may be 
known by the eagle, which is dark black, uncrowned, and with 
the wing not touching the frame of the stamp, but pointing 
upwards. The eagle's breast appears to be hairy. 

Genuine. 
Finely engraved in black, on very yellow-green wove paper. The 

top-stroke at the back of the P of POSTE not only touches, but 
actually cuts through the thin inner line of the frame to the left of 
it. The IRS in the glory is extremely small, much smaller than the 
letters of 1'ENEBRAS. The rays of the glory extend as far as the s, 
and further than the T of TENEBRAS. The whole of the Latin in­
scription, POST TENEBRAS Lux, can be easily read. The cross-stroke 
to the lower arm of the G of GENEVE touches the following E. There 
is a stop after the said word, and a grave accent over the second E. 

The right-hand forked end of the scroll is nearly a 
millimetre from the thin inner line of the frame of 
the stamp; and the left-hand forked end of it is 
more than half a millimetre from the thin inner 
outline of the stamp to the left of it. There are 
four lines of shading in the scroll, immediately after 

~~~~~~ the s of TENEBRAS. The stop after the 5 is nearer to 
·• the 5 than to the side of the shield. The central · 

eli viding-line of the shield runs up through the thin inner outline 
of it, and touches the thick outline of the top of the shield. There 
are twenty-one thin vertical lines of shading in the key-half of the 
shield, including the dividing-line and all the thin lines, and count­
ing at the top of the shield as before. These vertical lines, or rather 
some of them, show through the barrel or stem of the key. The 
tail of the eagle touches the thin inner outline of the bottom of the 
shield. There are two little balls or pearls, one on each side, touch­
ing the broad part of the handle of the key. There is a stop after 
CANTONAL. The wing of the eagle is very sharp at the tip; it has 
a concave upward cud, and the tip points up almost towards the T 
of TENEBRAS. 
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I ssue of 1847. Ty pe II.; 5 c., black on gr een. 

This is the type with the light-coloured eagle, whose wing 
touches the side of the frame, and whose breast is feathered. 

Genuine. 

Engraved on yellow-green and dark green wove paper. The glory 
contains IHS, in small letters ; but, on looking closely at the stamp, 
it is evident that JHS, in larger letters, must have been first engraved, 
then erased, or rather partially erased, and the smaller IRS substituted. 
Some copies show this very plainly, and all my specimens show it 
more or less. The top-stroke at the back of the P of POSTE is very 
long, and touches the thin inner outline of the left side of the stamp. 
The word DE is considerably nearer to GENEVE than to POSTE. 
Three rays of the glory run up between DE and GENEVE, the right­
hand ray being shorter than the others. The letters IHS are the 
same size as the letters of TENEBRAS. The rays of the glory extend 
as far as the first E, and farther than the s of TENEBRAS. The whole 
of the Latin inscription, POST TENEBRAS Lux, can be easily read. 
The black outline of the hollow of the left-hand forked end of the 
scroll touches the P of POST. The G of GENEVE is of a particularly 
ugly shape, being too small at the top and too large and round at 
the bottom. There is a stop after GENEVE, and another after 
CANTONAL, but none after the 5 or the c. The top fork of the right­
hand end of the scroll runs right through the thin inner outline of 
the right side of the stamp, and almost touches the thick outline. 
The left-hand end of the scroll is very near to the side of the stamp, 
not more than half a millimetre from it. There appear to be three 
lines of shading before the T of TENEBRAS; a line of shading cuts 
through the tai l of the A of this word, and another right through 
the very centre of the s. The central dividing-line of the shield 
goes right down, so as to touch the thick outline of the bottom of 
the shield. If this said line were prolonged downwards, it would 
pass exactly through the centre of the first A of CANTONAL. There 
are nineteen thin vertical lines in the key-half of the shield, counting 
all the lines, and reckoning at the top of the stamp as before. These 
lines show through the broad handle of the key, and one of them 
runs clown the centre of the stem or barrel of it. The tail of the 
eagle does not touch the bottom of the shield. The t ip of the eagle's 
wing is blunt ; it is very little concave at the top, and it points 
towards the T of POST. The second A of CANTONAL is not like the 
first, being very square at the top. 

Issue of 1845 . Envelope; T ype III. ; 5 c. , g r een on whit e . 

This stamp can be easily known, as it is printed in green on 
white, with a crowned eagle. 

stampsmarter.com 



480 ALBUM WEEDS j OR1 

Genuine. 
Printed in green, on rather rough, very yellowish-white wove 

paper. I think the paper must have been tinted from the beginning, 
as age could not give it such a deep tone. The size of the envelope 
is 140 by lll millimetres. The glory contains JHS, in letters larger 
and darker than those of TENEBRAS. One ray of the glory runs up 
clear between the words DE and GENEVE. There is a very distinct 
circumflex accent over the H of JHB ; the J has no top-stroke, and 
the H has no top or bottom strokes. The eagle's wing touches the 
side of the stamp in several places ; the extreme tip of it curls up, 
and points between the letters TE of TENEBRAS. The top-stroke to 
the P of POSTE goes rather close to the left side of the frame, but 
does not touch it. The s of this word is quite flat at the bottom; 
the T has a very distinct, and rather thick top-stroke, and so has the 
D of DE. The word DE is midway between POSTE and GENEVE. 
There is a rather large stop after GENEVE, but none anywhere else. 
The glory extends from the o of POSTE to the stop after GENEVE. 
POST and LUX are in smaller letters than TENEBRAS, but they can 
he rear! without much difficulty. The G of GENEVE is of a very 
ugly shape, like that of the type last described. One of the rays of 
the glory runs up almost through the centre of the letter. The 
right-hand forked end of the scroll just touches the thin outline of 
the frame to the right of it, but the left-hancl end of it is three­
quarters of a millimetre from the left-hand vertical outline of the 
stamp. There are two short lines of shading after TENEBRAS, but 
none before it. There are fourteen vertical lines of shading in the 
key-half of the shield; one of them passes clown through the stem 
or barrel of the key, but the lines do not show through the broad 
handle. The tail of the eagle does not go near the bottom of the 
shield. The central dividing-line of the shield, if prolonged clown­
wards, would pass almost clear to the right of the first A of CANTONAL. 
There are ten dots between the wing and beak of the eagle ; but one 
of the ten, nearest to the bottom of the beak, is a triplet, so that 
there are really twelve. 

Issue of 1850. Type III.(?); 5 c., green on white. 

I do not possess this stamp, but Mr. Pemberton says that it 
is the same type as the envelope just described. 

Genuine. 
:M:r. Atlee's description of the genuine is as follows : "A prominent 

full-stop after GENEVE. The J of JHS has no top-stroke. There are 
eleven clots between the wing and beak of the eagle. The P of 
POSTE is very near the border. LUX in the motto is very minute, 
and scarcely readable. Printed upon white, in pale emerald-green." 

For each forgery I will put, when possible, the type which it is 
intended to represent. 
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FoRGERIEs oF THE TYPES ABOVE DESCRIBED. 

First Forgery. Type I . 

This I have not seen. Mr. Atlee says: "No stop after GENEVE. 
The a and E of GENEVE are quite distinct. That portion of the 
r ibbon which should contain LUX is filled in with a hieroglyphical 
inscription of some kind, x being the only readable letter. IRS is 
larger than in the original." 

Second Forgery. Type II. 
Printed in black, on very dark green and on rose-coloured wove 

paper, and also in sap-green and in olive-green on white wove paper. 
The inscriptions suffice to condemn these counterfeits instantly ; the 
glory bears INs, and the first word of the Latin inscription is 
FIST, instead of POST. TENEBRAS is in enormous letters, far larger 
than those of INS. The body of the eagle is as round as a barrel. 

Third Forgery. Type II. (?) 

Printed in green, on very thick, white wove paper. The glory is 
reduced to a sort of scalloped oval, with no long rays issuing from it. 
The inscription in the oval is INS, instead of IRS ; the letters of it 
are the same size as those of TENEBRAS. The word DE is equidistant 
between POSTE and GENEVE. The letters of LUX are very far apart. 
The hollow of the fork of the left-hand end of the scroll does not 
come near the P of POST ; indeed, there are several lines of shading 
between the fork and the letter. The G of GENEVE is of the normal 
shape. There is no stop after any of the words, or after the 5. The 
right-hand end of the scroll touches, but does not cut through, the 
thin inner outline of the right side of the stamp, and the left-hand 
end of the scroll very nearly touches the inner outline of the stamp 
to the left of it. There is no line of shading through the tail of the 
A of TENEBRAS. There are seventeen vertical lines of shading in 
the key-half of the shield; they show through the broad part of the 
handle of the key, but there is no line down the centre of the stem 
of the key. The wing of the eagle is short and stumpy ; no part of 
it touches the outline of the stamp, and the tip of it points between 
POST and TENEBRAS. These tests will be more than sufficient for the 
detection of this counterfeit. 

Fourth Forgmj. .Type II. 
This I have not seen. Mr. Atlee says of it: "Finely engraved; 

too much so in fact. The P of POSTE does not touch the frame. No 
lines going through key. Shield not divided as in the original. 
Printed on dark, dull green ." 

2 I 
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Fifth Forgery. Type II. 
This I have not seen. Mr. Atlee says of it: "More roughly en­

graved. IHS too large. P of POSTE almost touching frame. Portion 
of ribbon inscribed LUX touches, but does not go through, the border 
line. Distance between the words in the upper inscription equal. 
Pale green, and also on pink paper." 

Sixth Forgery. Type II. 
Mr. Atlee says : "Coarsely engraved. Inscribed INS. No halo, or 

accent over E of GENEVE. Upon very thin, dark green· paper." 

Seventh Forgery. 
Mr. Atlee says: "A very coarse-looking label, with JHS encircled 

with a few remnants of halo, supposed to be due to the worn state 
of the die. Point of shield comes between A and N of CANTONAL. 
Yellow-green." 

Eighth Forgery. Type III. 
Printed in black, on yellow-green wove paper. The J of JHS has 

a very distinct top-stroke. There are two rays of the glory between 
DE and GENEVE, but one touches theE of DE, and the other touches 
the a of GENEVE. The H of JHS has both top and bottom-strokes. 
The eagle's wing does not touch the side of the stamp anywhere, but 
the tip of the wing touches the inner outline of the top of the stamp, 
which it does not do in the genuine. The said tip points to the T of 
TENEBRAS. The words POSTE DE GENEVE are in thick black letters, 
of quite a different sort of type from that of the genuine; the P of 
POSTE is a millimetre from the side of the stamp ; the s of this 
word is rounded at the bottom ; and the T is cut off square, with­
out any top-stroke. The word DE appears to be slightly nearer to 
GENEVE than to POSTE. There is a very tiny stop after GENEVE, and 
another after c. The glory fills all the upper part of the stamp, 
reaching from side to side ; but none of the rays actually touch the 
border or the top of the stamp. The inscription, POST TENEBRAS Lux, 
is all in small letters, much smaller than those of JHS. There is no 
ray of the glory through the G of GENEVE. Neither side of the scroll 
touches the outline of the stamp, the left end being a little farther 
off than the other. There are no lines of shading either before or 
after TENEBRAS. The key-half of the shield contains seventeen 
vertical lines of shading, the left-hand one being thicker than the 
rest. The dividing-line of the shield, if prolonged downwards, 
would pass almost centrally through the first A of CANTONAL. There 
are either five or six dots between the wing and beak of the eagle. 

Ninth Forgery. Type III. 
Lithographed in light green, on yellowish-white wove paper. The 

inscription POSTE DE GENEVE is in very large letters, larger than 
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those of PORT CANTONAL. There are no signs of a glory. The eagle's 
wing does not touch the side of the stamp anywhere; the tip is very 
sharp, and points to the T of POST. The top-stroke of the P of POSTE 
touches the frame to the left of it; the s of this word is rounded at 
the bottom. The stop after GEN EVE is rather small. POST and LUX 
are in very much smaller letters than TENEBRAS. The right-hand 
end of the scroll distinctly touches the side of the stamp, and the 
left-hand end is rather close to the side. There are eighteen vertical 
lines of shading in the key-half of the shield, and two of them pass 
down the barrel or stem of the key. The tail of the eagle almost 
touches the bottom of the shield. The central dividing-line of the 
shield, if prolonged downwards, would pass through the first A of 
CANTO:>~AL, a good way to the right of its centre. The dots between 
the wing and beak of the eagle are so very faint in my specimen 
that they cannot be counted. 

Tenth Forgery. Type III. 
For this and the following ones Mr. Atlee is responsible, as I have 

not seen them. "This is so very scarce and so finely engraved as to 
lead to the supposition of its being an essay ; but all that can be 
said now is that it is not from the accepted die. P of POSTE is at 
some distance from the border. LUX is easily readable. Very small 
stop after GENEVE. J in the sacred monogram has a top-stroke. Sb: 
dots between the wing and beak of eagle. Printed both in bright 
green on white, and in black upon green." 

Eleventh Forgery. Type III. 
"Much like the last, only with eight dots between the bird's beak 

and wing. I have only seen it on dark green paper." 

Twelfth Forgery. Type III. 

" Same die, only altered to seven dots. On bluish-green paper." 

Thirteenth Forgery. Type III. 
"Three dots only between beak and wing. Found both upon 

yellow-green paper, and in pale sap-green on white." 

Fourteenth Forgery. Type III. 

"Very smudged and black eagle. Full-stop almost joined on to 
finalE of GENEVE. On dull green paper." 

NoTE.-It will be seen that many of the forgeries described above 
are wrongly printed as regards colour, or paper, or both ; but I have 
judged it better to give them all, so that if these said stamps should 
exist, now or hereafter, in their proper colour, no body need be taken 
in by them. 
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Postmarks. 
Genuine. I have never seen any other postmark than the one 

described as appearing on the genuine double stamp. 
Forged. Generally an imitation of the genuine, printed in red, 

black, or blue. The "FIST" forgeries are usually cancelled with the 
letters P P, in large thiu capitals. Mr. Atlee speaks of red bars also, 
but I have never seen this cancellation. 

NEUFCHATEL (Bo called). 

Issue of 1851. 5 c., black and red, on white. 

Genuine. 
Engraved, centre apparently lithographed, on rather thin and hard 

greyish-white wove paper. The letters of the inscription, POSTE 
LOCALE, are exactly one millimetre high, and the label containing 
them is two millimetres high. The P of POSTE and the E of LOCALE 
are equidistant from their respective ends of the label. The o of 
LOCALE is taller than the rest of the letters. The upper fork of the 
right-hand end of the top label just touches the thin outline of the 
stamp to the right of it. The s of CENTIMES in the lower label is 
crooked, sloping over very decidedly to the right. There is a large 

stop after the s. The 5 at the other end of the label 
is, in its nearest part, one millimetre from the left­
hand vertical end of the scroll. There is a sort of 
trefoil-shaped leaf at each end of this bottom label; 
the right-hand one is very close to the frame of the 
stamp, but the left-hand one is half a millimetre 
distant from the frame. The right-hand one, though 
close to the frame, does not touch it, but is, perhaps, 
one-fifth of a millimetre from it. The top outline 

of the POSTE LOCALE label is one and a quarter millimetres from the 
thin inner outline of the top of the stamp. This space is filled in 
with a tracery of curly black lines, and, just above the L of LOCALE, 
will be found the test for this stamp, which is a distinct figure 8, 
placed upright, between the POSTE LOCALE label and the top of the 
stamp. The lower point of the shield is exactly above the T of 
CENTIMES. In this I speak only as regards the black portion of the 
stamp, as the red part is not always in its proper place. 

First Forgery. 

Nicely printed on moderately stout, mther soft wove paper, which 
has been steeped in something to give it a look of age, making the 
paper a pale buff colom; also on greyish-white, like the genuine. 
The letters of the inscription, POSTE LOCALE, are much too large, 
being more than one and a half millimetres high, and the containing 
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label is two and a quarter millimetres high. The E of LOCALE is 
very much nearer to the right-hand encl of the label than the p of 
POSTE is to the left-hancl end of it. The o of LOCALE is the same 
height as the rest of the letters. The right-hanil encl of the top 
label is a trifle nearer to the frame of the stamp than the left-hand 
end is, but does not touch the sicle of the stamp. The s of CENTIMES 
in the lower label is perfectly upright; it is very close to the end o'f 
the label, and there is no stop after it. The 5 at the beginning of 
the label is even closer to its end of the label, beiug hardly a quarter 
of a millimetre from it. The trefoil-shapecl ornaments at the ends 
of this bottom label both touch the inner outline of the stamp. The 
top outline of the POSTE LOCALE label is not more than a quarter of 
a millimetre from the inner outline of the top of the stamp, ancl 
there is no figure 8 above the L ; the space above STE LOCA of POSTE 
LOCALE being quite blank, instead of bearing the curly lines. The 
lower point of the shield is above the space between NT of CENTIMES, 
rather nearer to the N. The white cross in the reel shielcl has a black 
outline. 

Second Forgery. 

Printecl on rather harcl, very thin, greyish-white wove paper. The 
letters of POSTE LOCALE are a little more than one millimetre high, 
and the label containing them is a little more than two millimetres 
high. The o of LOCALE is the same height as the rest of the letters. 
Neither encl of the top label touches the border of the stamp, and 
the left-hand end is nearer to it than the right-hand end is. The s 
of cENTU!ES is perfectly npright; the stop after it is not very con­
spicuous. The 5 at the other end of the label is less than one . 
millimetre from the left-hancl end of the label. Both the trefoil­
shaped ends of this bottom label touch the sides of the stamp. The 
top outline of the POSTE LOCALE label is barely one millimetre from 
the thin outline of the top of the stamp. This space is filled up 
with curly lines. There is no figure 8 above the L of LOCALE, but 
above TE LO of POSTE LOCALE there are three curly lines, each very 
like a badly-formed 3 placed on its face. The lower point of the 
shield is above the beginning of the T of CENTIMES, insteacl of above 
its very centre. 

Third Forgery. 

Printed on yellowish-grey wove paper, hard, and moderately stout. 
The letters of the inscription, POSTE LOCALE, are one and three­
quarter millimetres high, and the label containing them is two and 
a quarter millimetres high. The P of POSTE is very slightly nearer 
to its end of the label than the E of LOCALE is to the other end of it. 
The o of LOCALE is the same height as the rest of the letters. 
Neither end of this upper label touches the frame of the stamp, the 
right-hand end being a little nearer to it than the left. The s of 
CENTIMES in the lower label is upright. There is an extremely small 
stop after this s, which almost touches the encl of the label. The 
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5 at the other end of the label is only a quarter of a millimetre 
from the beginning of the label. The trefoil-shaped leaves at the 
ends of this bottom label both touch the sides of the stamp. The 
top outline of the POSTE LOCALE label is not much more than a 
quarter of a millimetre from the thin outline of the top of the 
stamp, and there is no figure 8 above the L of LOCALE. The lower 
point of the shield is above the end of the N of CENTIMES. Of these 
forgeries I think No.2 is most likely to deceive. 

Postmarks. 
Gennine. A set of twelve parallel bars, of varying lengths, 

arranged in a diamond form, struck in black, and also in blue. 
Forged. An imitation of the genuine cancellation. 

VAUD (so-called). 

Issue of 1849. 4 c., 5 c., black and red, on white. 

The 4 c. value is extremely scarce. I believe it has been 
said that the 5 c. was made out of the 4c. , so that, as soon as the 
latter value appeared, the former ceased to exist; but, as all the 
catalogues give the two as being both issued in 1849, this can 
hardly be. Probably the reason for the scarcity of the 4 c. lies 
simply in the fact that it was suppressed in 1850, the 5 c. 
continuing ia use. 

Genuine. 
Engraved in red and black, on thick, rather hard, yellowish-white, 

or greyish-white wove paper. The outlines of the top and left-hand 
side do not meet at the top, causing a break in the line at the very 
point of the left-band top corner of the stamp. In the right-hand 
bottom corner there is a small black dot ; and there is another clot, 
but not so distinct, in the right-hand top corner. These clots look as 
though they had been made first, as guides for the position of the 
frame of the stamp. The scroll-work does not touch the head of the 
p of POSTE, but part of it touches the foot of that letter, and part of 

it touches the extreme right-hand bottom corner 
of the E of LOCALE. There is a stop after this 
latter word, and there is a little rounded orna­
ment above the white cross, which stands almost 
under the vertical stroke of the L of LOCALE. 
The thin line under POSTE LOCALE does not cut 
through this rounded ornament, which is, by the 

way, simply a curve of the scroll-work. There are four black dots, 
of graduated sizes, below the post-horn, and to right and left of it ; 
i.e., four dots below it to the right, and the same number below it to 
the left. These dots, however, are copied in most of the forgeries. 
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The horn appears to be bound to the ring above it by tape or ribbon, 
bound many times round it. There seem to be seventeen turns of 
the ribbon round the horn, the last two or three turns to the left 
being narrower than the others. This wrapping of ribbon ends, on 
the left-hand side, level with the middle of the topmost large black 
dot in the scroll-work; i.e., the last left-hand turn of the ribbon 
seems to point directly to the middle of the said large black dot. 
This must be noticed as one of the chief tests. The bell, or wide 
part of the post-horn, almost touches the black ring round the white 
cross, and the small end of the horn goes very near to the left-hancl 
ou\side edge of the scroll-work on which it is placed. The white 
cro1S has no black outline. The letters of POSTE LOCALE are equal 
in size. The left-hand top curl of the scroll-work is as near to the 
top corner of the P of POSTE as the right-hand top curl of it is to 
the top corner of the E of LOCALE. The space immediately below 
the POSTE LOCALE label, behind the top of the ring, is shaded with 
horizontal wavy lines, the top one, which forms the bottom of the 
POSTE LOCALE label, being almost straight, and not close to the 
others. 

First Forgery. 

Printed on extremely yellowish-white wove pnper, a little thinner 
than that of the genuine, but quite as hard. There is no break in 
the outline of the stamp at the top left-band corner, neither is there 
any dot at the top or bottom right-hand corners. The scroll-work 
touches the head of the P of POSTE, and not its foot ; and it does not 
touch the E of LOCALE anywhere. There is no stop after the latter 
word. The ronndtd top of the bit of scroll-work above the top of 
the ring stands tolerably correctly under the first stroke of the L of 
LOCALE, but the Jin<o under POSTE LOCALE distinctly cuts through 
the said ornament. There are onl v three clots below the left side of 
the post-horn, and the same number below the right side of it. The 
horn is bound to the ring above it by twelve easily-counted folds of 
tape or ribbon, and the left-hand turn or fold is far to the right of 
the top black dot on the left-hand side. All the turns of the ribbon 
are very nearly the same width. The bell, or wide part of the post­
horn, is more than half a millimetre from the black outline of the 
ring round the white cross, instead of almost touching it. The small 
end of the horn is more than a millimetre from the edge of the 
scroll-work. The white cross bas a strong black outline. The s of 
POSTE stands decidedly lower than the rest of the letters. The left­
band top curl of the scroll-work touches the P of POSTE, but the 
right-band top curl of it is a long way from the top of the E of 
LOCALE. The spaces immediately below the POSTE LOCALE label, 
behind the top of the ring, are shaded with crossed, vertical and 
oblique lines. In the lower value of this forgery the horizontal 
stroke of the 4, instead of being a hair-line, as in the genuine, is a 
thick stroke, very nearly as thick as the vertical stroke of the figure. 
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Second Forgery. 

Printed in very dark black, on very white wove paper. The lines 
of the top and left sides meet at the left top corner of the stamp ; 
indeed, the left line has been drawn too far, so that the end of it 
sticks up above the stamp for more than half a millimetre. There 
is no dot in either of the right· hand corners, and the right-hand top 
corn.er is rotmded, instead of square. The scroll-work very nearly 
touches the top of the P of POSTE, but does not touch its foot ; and 
the corresponding piece of scroll-work, at the other side of the stamp, 
is a long way from both the top and bottom of the E of LOCALE. 
There is no stop after LOCALE. Th.e middle rounded portion of the 
ornament at the top of the ring stands too much to the left, being 
only under the beginning of the L of LOCALE ; and the line under 
POSTE LOCALE distinctly cuts through the said ornament. The 
ribbon is only wrapped twelve times round the horn, the left-hand 
end being out of shape, being, as it were, stretched to nuke it 
come level with the middle of the black dot below the left aide of 
the horn. The ring above the horn has two outlines, so th•t there 
is a black outline all round the red portion, and another outside the 
ring itself. In the genuine the red circle is not outlined. There 
is also a black outline round the cross itself. There is a good 
dark space between the ring and the bell, or large part of the 
horn ; and the small end of the horn is more than a millimetre 
from the left-hand edge of the piece of scroll-work on which it is 
drawn. The o of LOCALE is distinctly larger than the L. The space 
below the POSTE LOCALE label on each side is fi lled in with crossed 
vertical and oblique lines, very black. 

Third Forgery. 

Nicely printed on rather thick, very hard, slightly yellowish-white 
wove paper. The top left-hand corner of the stamp is perfect, and 
there is no dot in either of the right-band corners. The scroll-work 
does not touch the P of POSTE or the E of LOCALE .anywhere. The 
ribbon is wrapped thirteen times round the horn, and the left-hand 
end of the wrapping is very far to the right of the top dot on the 
left-band side. The wrapping is almost equally d,istinct all the way, 
the last two turns to the left being very nearly as wide as the rest. 
The small end of the horn is more than a millimetre distant from the 
edge of the scroll-work to the left of it. The bottom of the o of 
LOCALE is distinctly above the level of the bottom of the L and c to 
the left and right of it. This is not at all a had forgery, and is 
likely to be dangerous. 

Fourth Forgery. 
Tolerably well printed, on thick, very hard, yellowish-white wove 

paper. The left-hand top corner of the stamp is perfect, and there 
is no dot in either of the right-hand corners. The scroll-work 
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touches the bottom of the P of POST, and also of the E of LOCALE, as 
in the genuine ; but there is no stop after LOCALE, and the top curl 
of the scroll-work is very much nearer to the top of the P of POSTE 
than the corresponding curl on the right side of the stamp is to the 
top of the E of LOCALE. The ribbon is bound fifteen times round the 
horn, the last two turns to the right not being joined to the ring, but 
wrapped round the horn alone. The red circle containing the white 
cross has a faint black outline. The bottom of the frame of the 
stamp is not outlined all the way along. 

Fifth Forgery. 

This is poor. Rather coarsely printed, on very slightly yellowish­
white wove paper, hard, hut not very thick. The left top corner of 
the stamp is perfect, and there is no dot at either of the 1·ight-hand 
corners. The scroll-work touches the foot of the p of POSTE, but 
towards its right-band side. My single specimen is rather heavily 
cancelled, but I think the scroll-work does not touch the bottom of 
the E of LOCALE. I cannot make out whether there is a stop after 
LOCALE. The top curl of the left-hand scroll-work is a good deal 
nearer to the top of the P of POSTE than the corresponding top right­
hand curl is to the top of the E of LOCALE. The middle rounded 
part of the ornament at the top of the ring is under the end of the 
L of LOCALE, instead of under its vertical stroke. There are only 
three dots below the right side of the horn, and the middle one is 
the largest; the top dot under the left-hand side of the horn is not 
perfect, and too far away from the other three. In the genuine 
stamps the top dot is the largest, and the others get gradually 
smaller. The ribbon is wrapped twelve times round the horn, the 
width of the folds gradually decreasing from right to left. The left­
hand fold is almost two millimetres distant from the middle of the 
top left-hand dot. The small end of the horn is a long way from 
the left-band edge of the scroll-work on which it is placed. The A 
of LOCALE has a top-stroke which does not exist in the genuine, and 
the L has a ridiculously long top-stroke, many times longer than that 
of the original. The top outline of the curved label which contains 
the value appears to have been drawn by an unsteady hand ; it is 
nicely done in the genuine. 'I'he bell or wide part of the horn has 
a distinct double outline, instead of the single one of the genuine. 
I do not think this forgery is likely to be dangerous. 

Sixth Forgery. 

Printed on rather thin, hard, yellowish-white wove paper. 'I'he 
black lines are all too close together in this forgery, giving it a very 
dark appearance. There is a sort of dot in the right top corner, hut 
none in the right bottom corner, and the left top corner is perfect. 
The scroll-work touches the foot of the E of LOCALE, bnt not that of 
the P of POSTE ; and the top left-hand curl of the scroll-work is 
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much nearer to the top of the P of POSTE than the top right-band 
curl of it is to the top of the E of LOCALE. The top of the frame of 
the stamp is not outlined, though it is in the genuine and in all the 
other forgeries. The top dot under the right side of the horn is very 
much smaller than the one below it. The ribbon is bound sixteen 
times round the horn, the first two turns on the right not being 
joined to the ring. The left-hand side of ·the binding is two milli­
metres from the middle of the top dot under the left side of the 
horn. The outline of the top of the ring is very thick and heavy, 
much more so than in the genuine. 

Postmarks. 
Genuine. A set of parallel lines, of graduated length, twelve in 

number, forming a diamond ; also an outlined diamond, containing 
a lattice-work of lines parallel with the sides of the diamond; also 
a cancellation rather like that of the Geneva stamps already des­
cribed. This latter is not perfect on any of my specin1ens, so that I 
cannot say what is its exact shape. 

Forged. A diamond of lines, like the genuine ; also a copy of 
the forged Zurich postmark; also a flower of four double petals, 
probably an imitation of the obscure postmark which I could not 
decipher ; the latter being struck in reel and in blue, the other two, 
like the originals, being iu black. 

WINTERTHUR (so-called). 

Issue of 1849. 2~ Rappen, black and red, on white. 

Genuine. 

Engraved on medium white wove paper, rather hard. In the 
margin, outside the stamp, there is a double-headed arrow, opposite 
to each of the four sides of the stamp, each arrow being loosely 

wrapped with a ribbon, in nine spiral folds ; the 
arrows and spirals are all in reel. The ring con­
taining the white cross is snspeneled from the top 
of the stamp by two ropes, with a tassel between 
them. The tassel hangs by two thin black lines, 
and the left-hand rope has seven oblique lines 
across it, to mark the strands, whilst the right-hand 

rope has eight similar oblique lines across it. The inscription 
ORTSPOST. POSTE LOCALE is in thick block lettering. There is a large 
conspicuous stop after ORTSPOST, and it is nearer to the P of POSTE 
than to the T of ORTSPOST. Supposing the horizontal red lines are 
in their normal place (that is, with their left-hand ends touching the 
inner vertical outline of the stamp, to the left of ORTSPOST), then 
there is a distinct white margin outside their right-hand ends, down 
the right side of the stamp, and the E of LOCALE goes to the very 
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edge of the red lines, but not beyond them. The thick black 
outline round the white cross is very nearly the same thickness all 
the way rotmd. The R in the right bottom corner does not touch 
the wavy outline which runs obliquely above it. This said wavy 
outline ends in a curl at the bottom of the stamp, and this curl has 
its bottom cut off by the thin inner outline of the bottom of the 
stamp, not trespassing below the thin outline, but being, as it were, 
obliterated. There is a similar wavy line above the 2! in the left­
hand bottom corner, ending in a similar curl; but this curl cuts 
through the thin outline of the bottom of the stamp, almost touching 
the thick outline below it. The long thin stem of the horn is joined 
to the ring by a white space, bounded by two black lines, above the 
top of the last T of ORTSPOST, and level with the top of the P of that 
word. There are four black lines across the thin stem of the horn, 
near the small end, at varying distances, apparently intended for 
joints. The wide bell-end of the born is shaded with ten oblique 
lines, and the very rim of this bell-end has four very short lines of 
shading on it. There are thirteen vertical lines drawn across the top 
of the ring, apparently intended to represent where the cords wrap 
round it, and three of these little lines are broken ; i.e., they do not 
reach right across. 'fhere are about seventeen short vertical lines 
across the middle of the born, above the word POSTE, and four of 
them are broken. There are four lines drawn across the wide end 
of the horn, opposite respectively to the A, the L, and theE of LOCALE, 
and parallel with the curve of the bell-end. The one opposite the 
L is broken, instead of extending right across the born. There are 
thirty-eight horizontal red lines in the part of the stamp which 
contains the word ORTSPOST, counting from the bottom to the curve 
under the a in the left-hand top corner. The stop after the top R is 
a little larger than that after the bottom a; and the latter stop is 
ve>·y little nearer to the end of the tail of the bottom a than it is to 
the thin inner outline of the right-hand frame of the stamp. 

First Forgery. 

This is very poor. It is printed on thin white, and also on very 
yellowish-white wove paper. None of my specimens show the 
arrows and spirals outside the four sides of the stamp, and yet several 
of them have wide margins, so I think the arrows do not exist at all 
in this counterfeit. The ring containing the white cross is suspended 
from the top of the stamp by ropes, but the left-hand rope bas only 
five black lines across it, and the right-hand one has five also. The 
tassel is suspended by a single line, instead of two. The inscription 
ORTSPOST POSTE LOCALE is in very thin block letters. There is no 
stop after ORTSPOST. When the left-hand ends of the horizontal 
lines are in their normal place (i.e., touching the thin inner vertical 
outline of the left side of the stamp), the E of LOCALE is from half a 
millimetre to a whole millimetre distant from the right-hand ends of 
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the said red lines. An easy test for this forgery is that there is a 
little black dot in the centre of the top arm of the cross, which does 
not exist in the genuine or in any of the other forgeries. The outer 
black outline of the cross is not equally thick all round, one half 
being shaded twice as thickly as the other. The top of the letter R 
in the bottom right-hand corner of the stamp touches the wavy out­
line to the left of it. The bottom curl of this wavy line is not cut 
off by the thin inner ontline of the bottom of the stamp, but it can 
be traced round as a perfect curve or hook. (N.B.-The said wavy 
line, both in the genuine and forged, consists of a thin and a thick 
line running parallel with each other ; but what I have said refers 
only to the thicker one, as the other is merely as it were an accom­
paniment to it.) The corresponding curl of the black wavy line 
cutting off the 2! in the left bottom corner not only does not cut 
through the thin inner outline of the bottom of the stamp, but does 
not even touch it. There is no white line to join the horn to the 
ring. There are only two black lines drawn across the thin stem of 
the horn. The wide bell-end of the horn is shaded with eight lines, 
parallel with the outline; and the very rim of this bell-end is shaded 
with eleven very short lines instead of four. The three thick lines 
which run ronnel the tube of the horn, opposite respectively to the 
A, t he L, and the E of LOCALE are, in this forgery, represented by 
five very short thick lines, which do not go half-way round the tube, 
and several finer ones. There are only thirty-four horizontal red 
liues in the part of the stamp which contains the word ORTSPOST, 
counting from the bottom to the cnrve under the R in the left top 
comer. The stop after each R is of equal size, and the one after the 
bottom R is a good deal nearer to the tail of the R than to the frame 
to the right of it. 

Second Forgery. 

This is very poor. Coarsely printed on moderately stout, very 
yellowish-white wove paper. There are only about five turns of the 
spiral ribbon round each of the red arrows in the margins between 
the stamps, and they are most irregularly drawn. The left-hand rope 
at the top of the stamp has six black oblique Jines across it to mark 
the strands, and the right-hand rope has six also. There is a small, 
oblong, indistinct stop after ORTSPOST, very different from the very 
large round stop of the genuine. This stop is about midway between 
the letters T and P. When the left-hand ends of the reel lines touch 
the thin outline of the side of the stamp to the left of them, the 
right-hand ends touch the thin outline of the side of the stamp to 
the right of them, so that there is no white space between the frame 
and the reel lines. Thus the E of LOCALE does not reach the right­
hand ends of the reel lines. There is a stop after this word which 
does not exist in the genuine. The thick wavy line which shuts in 
the R in the right bottom. corner has two thin accompanying lines, 
instead of one, and the top of the R touches the outer one of these 
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thin lines: The bottom curl of this thick wa~y line is very nearly 
perfect; •.e., the thm outhne of the bottom of the stamp only, as it 
were, shaves part of the bottom of the curl off, instead of making it 
quite flat. The bottom em! of the corresponding wavy line which 
shuts off the 2! in the left lower corner of the stamp only touches 
the thin inner line of the bottom of the stamp, without cutting 
through 1t. The short wh1te !me, bounded by two black ones, which 
joins the thin stem of the horn to the large ring, points towards the 
top arm of the cross, instead of towards its centre, and it is above the 
second s of ORTSPOST, and level with the first s of that word. There 
are only three black lines across this thin part of the tube of the horn. 
The wide bell-end of the horn is shaded with eight short thick lines, 
parallel with the outline of it, and the very rim or lip of this bell­
end is shaded with nine very short lines, two being much thinner 
than the others. There are seventeen vertical lines across the top of 
the large ring, instead of thirteen ; and twenty-one similar lines 
across the middle of the horn, instead of sixteen, none of them being 
broken either top or bottom. There are only twenty-eight horizontal 
red lines behind the word ORTSPOST, counting from the bottom of 
the stamp to the curve under the R in the left top corner, and several 
of these lines are very crooked. There is no stop after the top R, and 
the one after the bottom R is ve,-y much nearer to the tail of the R 
than to the thin inner outline of the frame to the Tight of it. 

Third Forgery. 

Printed on medium, very white wove paper. The arrows and 
spirals in the margins between the stamps are both in red; hut, as 
my single specimen is cut rather close, I am unable to say whether 
there are nine turns of the spirals or not. Each rope at the top of 
the stamp has only five oblique lines across it to mark the strands, 
and the tassel is suspended by one thick line. There is no stop after 
ORTSPOST. The horizontal red lines, in their normal position, run 
from side to side of the thin inner outlines of the stamp, and the E 

of LOCALE is quite a millimetre from the right-hand ends of these 
lines. The lower part of the thick wavy line, shutting in the R in 
the right bottom corner, has two thin accompanying lines, as in the 
genuine, and the top of the R touches the outer one of them. The 
curl at the bottom of this said wavy line is perfect, not being cut off 
at the bottom by the thin inner outline of the bottom of the stamp. 
The curl at the bottom of the similar wavy line, shutting off the 2k 
in the left bottom corner, merely touches the thin inner outline of 
the bottom of the stamp, without cutting through it. There is no 
white line to join the thin tube of the horn to the ring. There are 
only three lines across the thinnest part of the tube of the horn. The 
wide bell-end of the horn is shadecl by eleven lines of varying length, 
parallel with the outline ; and the very rim or lip of the bell-end is 
shaded by about ten very short lines. There are no lines across the 
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top of the ring, and about twenty across the middle of the horn 
above POSTE, only one of them being broken. There are thirty-one 
horizontal red lines behind the word ORTSPOST, counting from the 
bottom of the stamp to the curve under the R in the left top corner. 
There is no stop after the upper R, and the top curls of the shield­
or whatever it is meant for-to the right of the upper R and to the 
left of the upper 21 respectively, which ought to touch the thin 
inner outline of the top of the stamp, do not do so ; the one to the 
right of the upper R, especially, being far below the top outline. 

Fourth Forgery. 

I think this is decidedly the best of the lot. Printed on medium 
white or slightly yellowish-white wove paper. The red arrows, in 
the margins between the stamps, run through a set of nine balls or 
discs, instead of one spiral, these discs being about a millimetre 
a1:art, and altogether separate from each other. Each rope at the top 
ol the stamp has six oblique black lines across it, to mark the strands. 
There is a very small faint stop after ORTSPOST. The horizontal red 
lines, when in their normal position, extend from side to side of the 
thin inner outlines of the stamp ; thus, when a white line shows 
down the right-hand side, the red lines trespass over the left side so 
as to touch the thick outline of the left side of the stamp. The E of 
LOCALE does not reach the right-hand ends of the red lines, even 
when they are drawn too far to the left, so as to leave a white mar­
gin to the right. The curl at the bottom of the wavy line, shutting 
off the 2~ in the left bottom corner, cuts very slightly through the 
thin inner outline of the bottom of the stamp, and the end of the 
line forming the curl is split into two. The long thin stem of the 
horn is joined to the ring by a wide white line, bounded by two 
black lines, and pointing towards the top right-hand corner of the 
cross, instead of towards its centre. There are three black lines 
across the thin stem of the horn, near its end, and the joints made 
by these lines are very uneven or irregular. This part of the horn is 
considerably thicker than the ring, though in the genuine it is about 
the same thickness. The wide bell-end of the horn is shaded by 
nine,oblique lines of varying length, parallel with the outline, and 
the very lip or rim of the said bell-end is shaded by six very short 
lines. The four transverse lines across this bell-end of the horn are 
too thin, and are not parallel with the curve of the bell. There are 
twelve vertical lines across the top of the ring, three of them being 
broken ; and fifteen across the bottom of the horn, only one of them 
being broken. There are only twenty-nine horizontal red lines be­
hind the word ORTSPOST, counting as before. 

Postmarks. 

Genuine. Exactly the same as that of the genuine Ziirich stamps. 
I have only seen it struck in black. 
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Forged. The letters P P, in very large capitals; also the same 
cancellation as that on the forged 4 rappen of Zurich, in black or 
blue; also a set of thin parallel bars. 

N OTE.-l\1r. Atlee speaks of three forgeries of this stamp in his 
possession which have the arrows in the margins in black, instead of 
in red. He does not particularise them further, but they must be 
different from any of mine, as all the ones above described have the 
arrows in red, like the genuine. 

ZURICH. 

Issue of 1843. 4 Rappen. Local-Taxe. 

There are five types of this stamp, all of which are exceed­
ingly scarce. The forgeries are plentiful enough. 

Genuine. 

Engraved on moderately stout, greyish-white wove paper, which 
is ruled all over with fine red lines, either vertical or horizontal, two 
very thin lines close together, and one equally thin line further off, 
alternately. Each corner of the stamp is ornamented with five little 
square dots, forming a cross, and the five dots in the upper left-hand 
corner are quite distinct from each other. Down each side of the 
stamp there is a row of semicircular ornaments-six whole ones, 
with a half-semicircle at the top, on the left side ; and six whole 
ones, with a half-semicircle at the bottom, on the right side. The 
half-semicircle, in each case, has one black circular dot in it, the other 
semicircles containing three pear-shaped dots in each. The ground­
work of the stamp is formed by oblique black lines in sets of four, 
with white spaces between, forming a sort of lattice-work. The 
numbers of these lines vary in the different types, according to the 
tables given below. The central numeral shows the number of perfect 
sets of four lines; the first numeral shows the number of lines in the 
imperfect set at the top corner (if any), and the last numeral shows 
the number of lines in the imperfect set at the bottom corner (if 
any). 

TABLE l, 

Lines running from the right-hand top to the left-hand bottmn. (Begin to 

Type I. 
II. 
III. 
IV. 
v. 

count at the left-hand top corner.) 

1 line 15 sets of four 
No, 15 
No, 16 
3 15 
2 15 
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TABLE II. 

Lines running from the left-hand top to the •·ight-hand bottom. (Begin to 

Type I. 
II. 
III. 
IV. 
v. 

count at the right-hand top corner.) 

No lines ... 16 sets of four 
No 16 
2 15 
2 :: (1) · -- 15 
(1) 15 

No lines 
No 
2 
2 
3 

In Type I. there is a stop after TAXE, but not in any of the others. 
In all the types there is a very distinct hyphen between the words 
LOCAL-TAXE. The shading to the back of the tail of the 4 is perfectly 
vertical and straight. There are two dots over the u of ZURICH in 
all the types, thou~h they are not very clear in Type II., as the u is 
so close to the top line. 

First Forgery. 

Rather nicely lithographed, on very yellowish-white wove paper. 
This may be dismissed with a very few words, as the corners of the 
stamp bear the date, 1, 8, 4, 3 respectively, instead of the crosses of 
black dots. There is no trema over the u of ZURICH, and no hyphen 
between the words LOCAL-TAXE. The red lines are much the same 
as in the genuine. 

Second Forgery. 

Very similar to the last, with 1, 8, 4, 3 in the corners. This 
counterfeit has the trema over the u of ZURICH, and the hyphen 
between the words LOCAL-TAXE ; but the red lines are all single, and 
nearly a millimetre apart; i.e., six or eight times as far apart as in 
the genuine. 

Third Forgery. 

This I describe only from, memory. It has the date, but, if I 
remember correctly, only in the two bottom corners-18 in the left 
corner, and 43 in the right. 

Fourth Forgery. 

Coarsely lithographed, on very white wove paper. The red lines 
are arranged one and one, as in the second forgery, but rather closer 
together. The square dots in the right-hand top corner all run 
together, so as to form a solid black cross. The half-s~micircle at 
the top of the left side contains a mark like a note of interrogation ; 
the one at the bottom of the right side of the stamp contains a 
comma and part of a dot. The shading to the back of the tail of 
the 4 is rather wavy in shape, instead of being straight. The black 
lines are as follows : 
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TABLE l. 
Lines running from the right-hand top to the left-hand bottom. (Begin to 

count at the left-hand top corner.) 

No lines ... 17 sets of four . . . 1 line. 

TABLE II. 

Lines running from the left-hand top to the ?·ight-hand bottom. (Begin to 
count at the right-hand top corner.) 

No lines .. . 16 sets of four ... 2 lines. 

It will be seen that this forgery does not agree with any of the 
types of the genuine. 

Fifth Forgery. 

This is far better than any of the others, and is dangerous. 
Apparently engraved, on yellowish-white wove paper, thicker than 
that of the genuine. The red lines are tolerably well done, but 
each double line has its component parts very nearly as far off as the 
distance between it and the adjoining single line ; i .e., there is not 
sufficient division into two and one. The half-semicircle at the top 
of the left side contains two dots, and the half-semicircle at the 
bottom of the right side contains a large and shapeless dot. The 
lines in the background are as follows : 

TABLE l. 

Lines running from the right-lumd top to the left-hand bottom. (Begin to 
count at the left-hand top corner.) 

3 lines ... 15 sets of four ... 2 lines. 

TABLE II. 

Lines running from the left-hand top to the right-hand bottom. (Begin to 
count at the right-hand top corner.) 

No lines ... 16 sets of four ... no lines. 

This forgery has a stop after LOCAL·TAXE like Type I. of the 
genuine. In most respects, except for those differences pointed out 
a hove, this counterfeit closely resembles the originals. 

Postmarks. 

Genuine. A cancellation very like that of Geneva, except that 
there are two oblique crossed lines in the centre of the outlined 
cross, instead of the species of star which is found in the centre of 
the cross in the Genevas. It is struck in both red and black. 

Forged. An imitation of the genuine, but the four arms of the 
2 K 
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cross are pear-shaped, instead of being rectangular ; and the two 
crossed lines in the centre of the cross form part of the outline of 
the cross itself, instead of being inside it. 

Same Issue. 6 Rappen. Cantonal-Taxa. 

Genuine. 

Apparently engraved, on very similar paper to that of the 4 rappen. 
The red lines are disposed in the same way as in the 4 rappen. The 
semicircles, with their triple dots, and the half-semicircles, with their 
single dots, are also the same as in the 4 rappen. There is a distinct 
trema over the u of ZURICH, and a hyphen between the words 
CANTONAL-TAXE. There are five distinct types as before. Types III. , 
IV., and V. have a stop after TAXE. Each corner of the stamp is 
ornamented with five little square black dots, forming a sort of 
cross, and the five dots in the upper left-hand corner are distinct 
from each other. The inner curl of the tail of the 6 does not stop 
short where it reaches the body of the letter, but runs down more 
or less, according to the type, towards the inside of the bottom of the 
figure. The black lines are as follows : 

TABLE l. 
Lines running from the right-hand top to the left-hand bottom. (Begin to 

Type I. 
II. 
III. 
IV. 
v. 

count at the lift-hand top corner.) 

2 lines 15 sets of four 
No, 15 
No , 15 
No, 16 
2 15 

TABLE II. 

2lines 
3 
3 , 
No, 
lline 

Lines running from the lift-hand top to the right-hand bottom. (Begin to 

Type I. 
II. 
III. 
IV. 
V. 

count at the right-hand top corner.) 

No lines 16 sets of four 
3 15 
2 , 15 
1 line 15 
No lines 16 

Fi>·st Forgery. 

1 line 
1 , 
3lines 
3 , 
No, 

This is very like the first forgery of the 4 rappen. It is litho­
graphed on rather stout, yellowish-white wove paper. The four 
corners of the stamp bear the figures 1, 8, 4, 3, respectively, instead 
of the crosses of black dots. There is no trema over the u of ZURICH, 
and no hyphen between Lhe words CANTONAL TAXE. The red lines 
are much the same as in the genuine. 
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Second Forgery. 

Rather like the one just described. The corners bear the date, 
I, 8, 4, 3, as before. There is no trema over the u of ZURICH, and 
there is no hyphen between the words CANTONAL TAXE. There are, 
in this forgery, eight perfect semicircles down the left side of the 
stamp, instead of the six and a half of the genuine, and of the other 
forgeries. Down the right side of the stamp there are seven perfect 
semicircles, with a half-semicircle at the top, and another half-semi­
circle at the bottom. Printed on greyish-white wove paper, rather 
like that of the genuine, but thicker. 

Third Forgery. 

Lithographed on hard, yellowish-white wove paper. The corners 
of the stamp bear the date figures, I, 8, 4, 3, respectively. There is 
a trema over the u of ZURICH, but no hyphen between the words 
CANTONAL TAXE. The half-semicircle at the top of the left side 
contains two clots, instead of one ; and the half-semicircle at the 
bottom of the right side also contains two dots. 

Fourth Forgery. 

This is quite new to me, but evidently an old counterfeit. Printed 
on yellowish-grey wove paper, stouter than the genuine. The four 
corners of the stamp are tilled in with a network of crossed, vertical, 
and horizontal lines, without any square dots to form the crosses. This 
is an easy instant test. There is no trema over the u of ZURICH, and 
the word is in rather staring type, larger than that of the genuine or 
of the other forgeries. There is a hyphen between the words 
CANTONAL TAXE, and a stop after them. The half-semicircle at the 
top of the left side contains two dots, instead of one, as does also tloe 
similar half-semicircle at the bottom of the right side. 

Fifth Forgery. 

Lithographed in jet-black, on very white paper, wove, and rather 
thin. The five S<jUare dots in the top left-hand corner almost always 
run into one another; and, in the lightly-printed copies, where they 
do not run into each other, they are too near to the centre of the. 
little containing square. The tail of the 6 stops short where it 
meets the body of the figure. There is no hyphen between the 
words CANTONAL TAXE; and, though the specimen before me is rather 
blotched at the top, I do not think there is any trema over the u of 
ZURICH. There are two dots, instead of one, in the half-semicircle 
at the top of the left side, and also in the half-semicircle at the 
bottom of the right side. The reel lines are almost invisible, but 
seem to be single and far apart. The black lines of the background 
are as follows : 
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TABLE l. 
Lines running from the right-hand top to the lift-hand bottom. (Begin to 

count at the lift-hand top corner.) 
No lines ... 17 sets of four ... No lines. 

TABLE II. 
Lines running from the lift-hand top to the right-hand bottom. (Begin to 

count at the right-hand top corner.) 
No lines • . . 16 sets of four . . . 2 lines. 

Sixth, Seventh, Eighth, and Ninth Forgeries. 
Of these I have kept no notes, except as to the number of lines in 

the background. As far as I remember they agree with the genuine 
in most other respects, though, as will be seen from the tables now to 
be given, the black lines do not agree with any type of the originals. 

TABLE I. 
Lines running from right-hand top to left-hand bottom. 

6th Forgery 
7th 
8th 
9th 

at the lift-hand top corner.) 
2 lines 18 sets of four 
3 " 14 
No, ... 16 
No, ... 16 

TABLE II. 
Lines running from lift-hand top to right-hand botton<. 

6th Forgery 
7th 
8th 
9th 

at the right-hand top corner.) 
2 lines 18 sets of four 
No, 15 
No, ... 16 
2 •.. 15 

Tenth Forgery. 

(Begin to count 

2 lines 
lline 
31ines 
2 " 

(Begin to count 

2lines 
No, 
3 
2 

This is the best to look at, and is dangerous. Apparently engraved, 
on greyish-white wove paper, stout and harcl. There is a trema over 
the u of ZURICH, and also a hyphen between the words CANTONAL­
TAXE, and a stop after the latter word. The reel lines are ruled two 
and one, as in the genuine, but each pair of lines is too far apart. 
The half-semicircle at the top of the right side contains two dots, 
blotched into one ; and the half-semicircle at the bottom of the right 
side contains a short oblique line, rather than a dot. The black 
lines are as follows : 

TABLE l. 
Lines mnning from the right-hand top to the lift-hand bottom. (Begin to 

count at the left-hand top corner.) 
2 lines . . . 15 sets of four . . . 2 lines. 
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T ABLE II. 
Lines running from the left-hand top to the right-hand bottom. (Begin to 

count at the right-hand top corner.) 
3 lines ... 15 sets of four ... 2 lines (the lower one very faint). 

These tables, as will be seen, do not agree with any type of the 
genuine. 

Postmarks. 

Genuine and forged the same as in the genuine and forged 4 
rappen, except that the fifth forgery is postmarked with a set of five 
or more coarse parallel lines. 

TASMANIA. 

Issues of 1855-65. ld. , r ed. 

Genuine. 

Engraved in taille-douce, on stout, yellowish-white wove paper ; 
unperforated, with star watermark (1855); unperforated, with water­
mark of large 1 (1858); perforated 13, 11, 10, 12, with same waier­
mark (1864) ; and perce en a1'C, with same water­
mark (18651). The upper part of the tiara bears 
three crosses pattie and three shapeless masses of 
jewels alternately. The base of it shows three 
rows of rather shapeless jewels (not pearls), the 
upper row being so close to the part of the tiara 
above it as to be invisible at a first glance, so that 
there seem to be but two rows of jewels. The 
pearls of the necklace are small at the sides and 
larger in front, the four in the very front being 
very much larger than the others. The oval outline containing the 
design is broken at the bottom by the value-label, and at the top and 
sides by the rectangular outline of the top and sides of the stamp. 
The inner point of the square in the lower right-hand corner is (like 
the point of the left-hand square) at some distance from the outline 
of the oval. The label containing the word POSTAGE begins over the 
first stroke of the N of ONE, and ends over the commencement of the 
Y of PENNY. The inscription ONE PENNY is in fat and well-drawn 
letters. The background behind the head is formed of crossed 
vertical and horizontal lines, so close together as to seem solid. 

Forged. 

Lithographed on slightly thinner and softer, very yellowish-white 
wove paper; no watermark, unperforated, or badly perforated 12!. 
The ornaments on the upper part of the tiara appear to be four 
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crosses pattee, and two shapeless masses of jewels. The base of it 
shows three rows of pearls, the upper row being particularly distinct. 
The pearls in the necklace do not vary much in size, and the central 
ones are not specially larger than the rest. The outline of the outer 
oval is broken at the bottom, as in the genuine; but it is complete at 
the top (running outside the frame), and at the sides also (running 
inside the frame). The inner point of the square in the right-hand 
bottom corner almost touches the outline of the oval, but the left­
hand square is at some distance from the said outline. The label 
containing the word POSTAGE begins over the middle of theN of ONE, 
and ends over the middle of the second N of PENNY. The inscrip­
tion ONE PENNY is in thin, irregular letters, and the letters of POST­
AGE are too tall for the label which ought to contain them, The 
erossed lines of the central background are plainly visible. 

Postmarks. 

Genuine. A transverse oval, formed by four parallel straight lines 
at the top and bottom, and three curved lines each side, with large 
numerals in the centre ; also the same, with TASMANIA, instead of 
numerals, in the centre; also with date in pen-and-ink. 

Forged. A large single circle, containing undecipherable lettering. 

Same I ssues. 2d., green . 

Genuine. 

Engraved in taille-douce, on thick, hard, very yellowish-white 
wove paper; unperforated, with star watermark (1855); unperfor­
ated, and watermarked 2 (1858) ; with same watermark, and per­
forated 10, 11, 12, 13 (1864). The tiara, the rows of jewels, the 
necklace, the oval outline, and the bottom squares are exactly the 
same as in the genuine 1d. The POSTAGE label begins over the first 
stroke of the w of TWO, and ends above the beginning of the last E 
of PENCE. 

Forged. 

Lithographed ; paper like that of the genuine, but without water­
mark ; unperforated. The tiara, the rows of jewels, the necklace, 
the oval outline, and the bottom squares are the same as in the 
forged 1d. already described. The POSTAGE label begins almost over 
the middle of the w of TWO, and ends just above the middle of the 
c of PENCE. I have two different types of this forgery, but they are 
both alike in the tests given above. 

Postmarks. 

Genuine. Same as the first postmark of the 1d. 
Forged. Same as the genuine, but with two curved lines each 

side, instead of three. 
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Same Issues. 4d., blue. 
Genuine. 

Engraved in taille-douce; paper as before ; unperforated, and with 
star watermark (1855) ; unperforated, and watermarked with a large 
4 (1858); perforated 10, 11, 12, 13, with same watermark (1864). 
The tiara, the rows of jewels, the necklace, the oval outline, and the 
bottom squares are all the same as in the genuine ld. The POSTAGE 
label begins between the F and o of FOUR, and ends above the end 
of the c of PENCE. The T of POSTAGE is exactly above the first 
stroke of the P of PENCE. The letters of the . value are fat, and 
nice! y drawn. 

Forged. 

Lithographed on thick, very white wove paper; no watermark ; 
perforated 12. The tiara, the rows of jewels, the necklace, and the oval 
outline are all the same as in the forged ld. The right-hand botto.m 
square is a good deal nearer to the outline of the oval than the !'eft~ 
hand square is, but does not absolutely touch it. The POSTAG!l label 
begins over the middle of the o of FOUR, and ends over the last 
stroke of the N of PENCE. The T of POSTAGE comes between the 
words FOUR PENCE. The letters of these last two words are very 
badly drawn and ragged-looking. The squares are also very badly 
drawn. 

Postmarks. 

Genuine. Same as first postmark of the genuine ld. 
Forged. Same as above, but with two lines each side, instead of 

three; also an oval formed by a number of short thick lines arranged 
radially, with a large number or letter in the centre. 

Issues of 1860-64. One Shilling (octagon), vermilion. 
Genuine. 

Engraved in taille-do~tce on yellowish-white wove paper, rather 
thinner than that of the stamps before described ; unperforated, and 
watermarked 12 (1860) ; also with same watermark, and perforated 
10, 11, 13 (1864). The tiara, necklace, and rows of jewels are the 
same as in the genuine 1d. The dark and loop-shaped piece of 
engine-turning above the M of TASMANIA does not touch the M. 
There is no stop after the s of this word, nor is there any dot above 
the first L of sHILLING. The colour is a vermilion-red, sometimes 
darkened by time. 

Forged. 

Lithographed on bluish-white wove paper, rather thin ; unper­
forated ; no watermark. The ornaments on the top of the tiara are 
like those of the genuine, but the three rows of jewels, or rather 
pearls, are the same as in the forged 1d. The necklace consists of large, 
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coarsely-drawn pearls, the one in the very front being the smallest 
of all; and there are only eleven or twelve of them, instead of six­
teen. The dark and loop-shaped piece of imitation engine-turning 
over the M of TASMANIA touches the top of the }f, and is much too 
prominent. There is a mark, like a wedge-shaped stop, below and 
between the s and M of this word, and there is a distinct stop above 
the first L of SHILLING. The colour is a sort of brown-lilac, like 
that of some of the 6d. stamps, but not in the least like that of the 
genuine one shilling. 

Postmarks. 
Gemtine. S&me as in the genuine 2d. 
Forged. Same as in the forged 2d. 

N.B.-I have seen a forgery of the first ld., blue (1853), but do 
not possess a specimen, so am unable to describe it. 

TRANSVAAL. 

Issue of 1869. German Impression. One Penny, red. 

Genuine. 

Engraved in epargne, on thin, smooth, white wove paper ; un­
perforated, and also rouletted; gum usually somewhat cracked. The 
shaft of the waggon very nearly touches the side of the shield, there 
not being room to draw a line between them. The top outline of the 
waggon slopes slightly down towards the left; and the line a little 
below, and almost parallel with it, slopes still more decidedly to the 
left. There are fourteen vertical lines of shading in the part of the 
shield which contains the seated animal, the last line to the left 
being little more than a dot. The holly of the animal is almost all 

dark, with two white patches upon it ; the 
upper paw very nearly touches the outline of 
the little central shield which contains the 
anchor. Only the centre of the face of the said 
animal is white, and there is a very small dot for 
an eye, almost in the middle of the white patch. 
There are twenty-five oblique lines in the part 
of the shield which contains the waggon, count­
ing above the top of the waggon. The thick 
line across the middle of the shield is broken in 

the centre, to allow the point of the little anchor-shield to show 
itself. The outer ends of this line go close to the sides of the oval 
shield, but do not touch them. The bird has a very small circular 
white patch in the centre of the face, with a tiny dot for an eye, 
rather above the centre of the white patch. The points of both 
wings go rather close to the flags. The inscription on the ribbon is 
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EENDRAGT MAAKT MAGT. The P of POSTZEGEL is very close to the 
beginning of the label, bnt the L of that word is rather further from 
the end of it. The spear-heads are all very nearly the same size 
and shape. The bottom of the spear, ending in a ball, which passes 
behind the word MAGT, ends exactly in the middle of the space aboYe 
the I E of REPUBLIEK, and it does not touch the outline of the ribbon 
between the o and T of MAGT. The stops after z and AFR are on the 
same level. 

Forged. 

Lithographed on medium, white wove paper, ungummed, and 
perforated 13. The shaft of the waggon is a full millimetre from 
the side of the shield. Both the upper outlines of the waggon slope 
considerably down to the right. There are fifteen vertical lines in 
the part of the shield which contains the seated animal. The body 
of the animal is much too rounded, and nearly all white ; and the 
upper paw is some little distance from the outline of the anchor­
shield. The whole of the face of the animal is white, and there is a 
very distinct dot in the centre of it. There are twenty-seven oblique 
lines in the part of the shield containing the waggon, counting along 
the top of the waggon. The thick line across the middle of the 
shield is broken, as in the genuine; but the left-hand end is some 
distance from the side of the shield, and the right-hand end is still 
further from the side. The bird has a large circular white patch for 
a face, and a large dot in the very centre of it. The wing on the 
right side of the stamp is further from the flag than the one on the 
left. The first word of the motto is EENDRACT, instead of EENDRAGT, 
and the last letter of the second word looks more like an x than a T. 
The P of POSTZEGEL is some distance from the beginning of the label, 
and the L is the same distance from the end of it. The upper spear­
head on the right side of the stamp is much wider than any of the 
others. The bottom of the spear, ending in a ball, which passes 
behind the word MAG'r, ends above the I of REPUBLIEK. The stop 
after AFR is a little higher than the one after the z. 

Starnp for A rnateurs. 

Pemberton's Handbook says : "These stamps (the genuine) were 
engraved in Mecklenburg, and large quantities of sheets were obtained 
from the printer in the actual and fancy colours, and obliterated by a 
circular postmark. Whether this was done illicitly, or with govern­
ment sanction, I do not know ; but, as these specimens, though from 
the real dies, have never passed the post, they appear to me to possess 
somewhat of the same value to a philatelist as a series of our current 
Eng fish silver coinage, struck in tin, lead, brass, zinc, or other base 
metal." 

It will ·be understood from the foregoing that, when printed in the 
proper colours, all the stamps of this set are very difficult to detect. 
The one penny valne, now under consideration, is printed on thin, 
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rather shiny paper, and rouletted, with perfectly smooth gum ; or on 
rather stouter paper, and unperforated, also with smooth gum. The 
impression is heavier than that of the ori~inals, and the body of the 
animal often shows only one white patch. The upper paw of the 
animal generally does touch the outline of the anchor-shield, and its 
eye seems to be a little to the right of the centre of the white patch 
on the face. The thick line across the midclle of the· shield goes all 
the way unbroken. The greatest difference is in the face of the bird, 
which has a shapeless white patch on it, split into two on the right 
side, and with the eye towards the left-hand end of it. In most of 
my specimens, the point of the wing on the left side of the stamp 
touches the flag, but the other wing is further off. The bottom of 
the spear, ending in a ball, which passes behind the word MAGT, 
seems to have been touched up. It has a distinct double outline, 
instead of the single coloured line of the originals, and touches the 
outline of the ribbon between the G and T of MAGT ; it also ends 
above the I of REPUBLIEK. 

Same Issue. Sixpence, blue. 
Genuine. 

Paper, engraving, &c., the same as in the one 
penny. With the exception of the following 
differences, the stamp is exactly like the one 
penny genuine. The P of POSTZEGEL is rather 
farther from the beginning of the containing­
label than the L is from the end of it. The 
bottom of the spear, ending in a ball, which 
passes behind the word MAGT, ends over the 
space between LI of REPUBLIEK, rather nearer to 
the I. 

Fvrst Forge:ry. 
Lithographed on medium, white wove paper ; perforated 13. This 

is exactly the same as the forgery of the one penny, except that the 
last letter of MAAKT is a distinct T in some copies. 

Second Forgery. 

If this be a regular forgery, and not merely a variety of the 
" stamps for amateurs" mentioned above, it is a most dangerous 
counterfeit. It is apparently engraved, on dull, rough, thick paper, 
ungummecl, and unperforated. The colour is a very greenish-blue, 
instead of the bri&ht blue of the genuine. The top frame of the 
stamp is three ane1 a half millimetres high, instead of three milli­
metres ; and the bottom frame is also three and a half, instead of 
three millimetres high. The P of POSTZEGEL is very close to the 
beginning of the label, as in the genuine one penny value, and the L 
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is considerably farther from the end of the label. The stem of the 
spear touches the outline of the ribbon under the space between the 
GT of MAGT, and the ball at the end of it cannot be distinguished 
from the ribbon. The bird has a large pear-shaped white patch for 
a face, with a transverse dash in it for an eye ; and the wing on the 
left side of the stamp touches the fla~. The thick line across the 
middle of the shield is not broken, ana the right-hand end seems to 
touch the outline of the shield. The points of the spears on the 
right side are blunt, instead of being quite as sharp as the others. 
The bottom end of the ribbon on the right side points inwards, 
towards the L of REPIJBLIEK, instead of outwards, towards the bottom 
right-hand corner of the stamp. There is no stop after the z in my 
specimen; but.the stamp is not very clearly printed there, so that it 
is possible that the stop may show in better copies. With these 
exceptions, the stamp is, line for line, the same as the genuine six­
pence. I think the easiest test is, that the P of POSTZEGEL is so 
much too close to the beginning of the label in this counterfeit. 

Stamp jtYr Amateurs. 

This is exactly the same as the one penny "stamp for amateurs" 
above described, with the exception of the following. The thick 
line across the centre of the shield can be traced all the way un­
broken, but it is rather thinner under the point of the anchor-shield. 
The lower spear-shaft on the right side is double, instead of being 
one single dark line ; and it touches the outline of the ribbon 
between GT of MAGT, as in the one penny value in question. The 
left-hand spear-shaft also touches the ribbon between DR of 
EENDRAGT, and it also touches the shield itself, above the R of this 
word, though it does not touch the shield or the ribbon in the · 
original sixpence. The easiest test for these fancy reprints, or what­
ever they are, is the shapeless, split white patch for the face of the 
bird, instead of the white circle of the originals. 

Same Issue, One Shilling, green. 

Genuine. 

Paper, engraving, &c., the same as in the genuine one penny. The 
tests are exactly the same as for the genuine one penny, with the 
exception of the following. The P of POSTZEGEL is half a millimetre 
from the beginning of the label, and the L of that word is half a 
millimetre from the end of it. The ball at the bottom of the spear 
ends above the 1 of REPIJBLIEK. The right-hand end of the ribbon 
goes within half a millimetre of the right bottom corner of the 
frame, above the last E of REPUBLIEK. The G of the left-hand 
SHILLING is considerably nearer to the end of the label than the E of 
EEN is to the beginning of it. The lowest spear-point on the right 
side goes very close to the side of the frame. 
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Forged. 

Lithographed on medium, white wove paper; perforated 13. The 
tests for this counterfeit are exactly the same as in the forged one 
penny, except the following. The P of POSTZEGEL is one millimetre 
from the beginning of the label, and the L of that word is one milli­
metre from the end of it. The ball of the spear ends above the end 
of the I of REPUBLIEK, and the shaft goes against the lower outline 
of the ribbon, between the GT of MAGT. The right-hand point of 
the ribbon is almost two millimetres from the right-hand bottom 
corner of the frame. The G of the left-hand SHILLING is further 
from the end of the label than the E of EEN is from the beginning of 
it. The lowest spear-point on the right side is more than half a 
millimetre from the side of the frame. 

Stamp for Amateurs. 

The white patch for the face of the bird is even longer in this 
stamp than in the similar one penny and sixpence, being something 
like a pear, thick end to the left, with the small eud deeply cleft or 
split. Two vertical lines of the background can be seen in one of 
the white patches on the animal. Both the lower spear-shafts are 
distinctly double; the right-hand one touches the outline of the 
ribbon between the GT of MAGT, and the left- hand one touches 
the outline of the ribbon between the DR of EENDRAGT, and is aho 
continued to touch the outline of the shield, above the R of that 
word. The bird's wing on the left side of the stamp touches the flag 
in my copy. The lettering of EEN SHILLING on each side of the 
stamp is more battered and thicker than in the originals. 

Same Issue. Different Type. Three Pence, lilac, mauve. 

Genuine. 

Paper, &c., the same as in the genuine one penny. The bird is 
quite different in this value, being like an eagle, with the tip of one 
wing touching the leg, and the other pointing downwards. The P 
and L of POSTZEGEL are some distance from the ends of the label. 
Both spear-shafts are composed of double lines, and both touch the 
lower outline of the ribbon, under the DR of EENDRAGT and under 
the GT of MAGT respectively. There are no dark dots or specks in 
any of the letters or .numerals, and the 3 in the right top corner is 
exactly the same as the corresponding numeral in the left top corner. 
With these exceptions, this stamp is the same as the genuine one 
penny value in everything. 

Forged. 

Lithographed on medium, white wove paper; ungummed, and per­
forated 13. This value is found in various colours, I suppose to 
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emulate the vagaries of the "stamps for amateurs." I have it in 
red-lilac, and also in the same colour as the genuine one penny. All 
the tests are exactly the same as for the forged one penny. This 
stamp is not at all likely to deceive, as the bird is the same inde­
scribable monster as in the said forgery of the one penny, instead 
of being like an eagle. 

Starnp for A rnateurs. 

This is exactly the same as the original in everything but the 
following points, which, after all, are only due to want of care in 
printing, and possibly to deterioration of the plate. The colour is a 
very red-lilac. My originals, which came to me within a month or 
so of their being issued, are in a cold, blue-lilac. There are dark 
dots or specks in the following places : in the white line of the left­
hand frame, to the left of the r of DRIE ; in the D and E of this word ; 
in the E of PENCE on the same side; in the G and L of POSTZEGEL ; 
several in the right-hand 3; in the D and E of the right-hand DRIE; 
in each of the letters of PENCE on the same side, there being three 
in the last E of that word ; in the z ; and iu nearly every letter of 
REPCBLIEK, there being two very distinct ones in the u. The 3 in 
the right-hand top corner is apparently battered, and is a good deal 
thicker than its fellow. I ought to mention that, since wTiting this 
description, I have seen nicely-printed specimens, with hardly any 
trace of these white specks; being, in fact, almost entirely undis­
tinguishable from the genuine. 

Issue of 1870. Native Impression. One Penny, grey-black. 

Genuine. 
Exactly the same as the genuine one penny, red, of the Mecklen­

burg set, except that it is printed on much stouter paper ; rather 
heavy or smeared impression, in grey-black, instead of red. It exists 
both unperforated and rouletted. 

Forged. 

Exactly the same as the forged one penny, red, in design, paper, 
perforation, and everything, except that it is in jet-black, instead of 
red. 

Starnp for A rnateurs. 

Engraved in jet-black, upon very thin, bluish-white wove paper, 
gum cracked. All the other tests are exactly the same as for the 
similar soi-disant reprint of the one penny, red. My own specimens 
are all rouletted, but I believe it exists also unperforated. 
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Issue of 1876. Bird as on the Threepen ce. Sixpence, blue. 

Gen1<ine. 
The same as the threepence, with the bird like an eagle ; but with 

the value ZES, instead of DRIE, and the corner-numerals changed to 
6. I have seen no forgery of this type ; I think it only exists 
rouletted. 

Stamp for Amate1<rs. 

This is exactly like the soi-disant reprint of the threepence, hut 
with the value and numerals changed. My specimens are all un­
perforated, but I suppose it exists rouletted as well. 

Issue of 1877. Surcharged in black capitals, "V.R. 
Transvaal." 1d., 3d., 6d., One Shilling. 

Gen1<ine. 
These are exactly the same as the genuine values of the German 

impression, except that they are surcharged in black with v. R. 
TRANSVAAL, in capitals. The impression is very much smeared, and 
the paper is much thicker. The impression and the surcharge are 
both native print. The one penny is unperforated; the threepence, 
the sixpence, and the one shilling, exist both unperforatecl and 
rouletted. The sixpence and the one shilling are found also with red 
surcharge, and with red and black surcharge together, but these have 
not been imitated. In the stamps now und~ consideration the point 
of the v is exactly five millimetres from the centre of the thick 
vertical stroke of the R ; the centre of the first stop is nearly two 
and a half millimetres from the point of the v; and the centre of 
the stop after the R is a little more than three millimetres from the 
centre of the thick vertical stroke of the R. The centre of the ver­
tical stroke of the T of TRANSVAAL is fifteen and a half millimetres 
from the centre of the vertical stroke of the L ; and the stop after 
the L is exactly seventeen millimetres from the centre of the vertical 
stroke of the said T. 

Forged. 

These are merely the stamps for amateurs above described, with 
the surcharge, v. R. TRANSVAAL, forged upon them. As these stamps 
never went to the colony at all, they are simply forgeries in the 
ordinary sense of the word. The tests for the design are exactly the 
same as for the "stamps for amateurs" already dissected. The point 
of the v is eight and a half millimetres from the centre of the verti­
cal stroke of the R ; the centre of the first stop is two millimetres 
from the point of the v ; the centre of the stop after the R is more 
than two and a half millimetres from the centre of the first stroke 
of the R. The centre of the vertical stroke of the T of TRANSVAAL 
is sixteen and a half millimetres from the centre of the vertical 
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stroke of the L, and the stop after the L is eighteen and a half milli­
metres from the vertical stroke of the T. The great distance apart 
of the v. R. in these forgeries will be sufficient · to condemn them at 
a glance. 

Postmarks. 
Gen"ine. I have seen (but only just after the stamps came out) 

the large thick circle, with POTCHEFSTROOM, &c., in it; being the 
hand-stamp which was used to manufacture 

'c\ t F S ~ the first issue of the envelopes. It was 
C:, '~ something like the accompanying cut. The 
~ G. P. E . O most usual postmark, however, is a set of 

0 
0 

three concentric circles, with a numeral in 
the centre. Some of my specimens bear 

~ simply a black smudge, and one is cancelled 
with a name written across it. 

Forged. The common forgeries are can­
celled with a set of five long parallel black 
bars. The soi-disant reprints, with and 

without the forged surcharge, are cancelled with an imitation of the 
three concentric circles, with numeral in the centre ; but it appeal's 
to be lithographed on to the stamps, instead of being struck with a 
hand-stamp in the usual way. 

NOTE.-I have not said much about the stamps which were printed 
in the colony. They are frightfully smeared and blotched, but the 
design, as far as it can be traced, is exactly the same as that of the 
genuine German impression. I do not possess any forgeries of the 
issues surcharged with TRANSVAAL in small letters. Such, however, 
exist, printed on the design of the "stamps for amateurs" already 
described. The genuine have no stop after TRANSVAAL, but the 
forgeries have a stop. 

TO LIMA. 
I ssue of 1871. 5 Centavos, brown. 

Genttine. 
Lithographed on yellowish-white wove paper. The two inscrip­

tions round the central circle are separated from 
each other by a coloured dot, surrounded by a 
dark ring, to ri&ht and left of the central circle ; 
i .e., before and after E. s. DE TOLIMA. The 
curved line above the CIN of cmco, and the 
similar curved line above the TS of CENTS, do 
not touch the outline of the central circle. The 
ornament at the centre of the top of the stamp 
is a long diamond. 
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Forged. 

This is sold as a second type, and also as a reprint. The differences 
show that it cannot possibly be a reprint, and it can hardly be a 
second genuine type, or else we should have heard of it long ago. I 
believe, therefore, that it is nothing else than a forgery, made, it is 
said, by the present possessor of the original matrix of the genuine 
type. It is lithographed, on paper very similar to that of the genuine. 
The two inscriptions in the central circle are separated by stars, 
instead of ringed dots. The curved lines, above erN and TS respec­
tively, run into the outline of the central circle. The ornament at 
the top of the stamp is a sort of cross, instead of a long diamond. 

Postmarks. 
I have no cancelled copy of the genuine ; the forgery is also 

unused. 

TRINIDAD. 

Red-brown, blue, olive-brown, greenish-black, neutral. 

Issue of 1851. On bluish wove paper. 
Issue of 1854 (7). On yellowish-white wove paper. 

Genuine. 

Engraved in taille-douce; paper as above, according to the date of 
issue, rather thin. The shield is shaded all over, except just at the 
rim ; and it bears traces of the Union Jack, which can be seen 
without much difficulty. The collar of Britannia is composed of 
three rows of shells, fastened in front with the head of one of the 
cat tribe as a brooch. The ship is very nicely drawn and distinct; 
it shows ten sails, and there is a long white streamer from the mast­
head pointing towards Britannia. The sea is distinct, and two waves 
can be seen. The large bale on which Britannia is sitting shows a 
broad band tied round its very centre. The foot is very distinct, 
with five toes, and it does not touch the bottom of the spear. There 
is a thing like some sort of animal couching on the top of the helmet, 
and a very distinct, five-pointed star below it. The background is 
formed by engine-turned lines. There is a very marked white out­
line round the back of the hair. There are six or seven dark vertical 
lines down the front of the chest, to represent folds. All four knuckles 
can be seen on the hand which holds the spear. 

Forged. 

Very badly lithographed on stout, blue-faced, or very yellowish 
wove paper. The shield shows far too much white along the rim. 
There is no trace of the Union Jack upon it. The collar is a mere 
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blotch round the neck, with a few white spots on it; and the brooch 
is very badly done. The ship is very poor and indistinct; it shows 
only six or seven sails, and there is no white streamer from the top 
of the mast. The sea is merely a white blotch, without waves. The 
band on the bale on which Britannia is seated is tied high above the 
centre. The foot is a blotch, and either touches or goes very close to 
the bottom of the spear, and none of the toes can be seen. The top 
of the helmet bears an indistinct white knob or ball, and there is no 
star visible. The background is very poor; in the imitations of the 
first issue it is almost solid, with hardly any traces of lines, and in 
the imitations of the white paper issue, though the lines show more, 
they are only a very faint approximation to the fine engine-turning 
of the !I.enuine. There is no white outline round the hair, which 
fades ott into the background. There are only three clark lines 
down the front of the chest to represent folds of the dress, and they 
are far thicker and darker than in the genuine. The knuckles of 
the hancl which holds the spear are quite invisible. 

PostmL<Tks. 

Gem<ine. An unoutlined oval, formed by four lines at the top 
and bottom and two lines at the sides, enclosing a square frame 
containing a numeral. 

Forged. Either uncance!led, or with a set of parallel bars, enclos­
ing a very narrow oblong, with two short lines at each end of it. 

Fourpence, violet, lilac, greenish-grey, slate-grey. 

Gen-uine. 
Engraved in taille-douce, on white wove paper; unperforated 

(1859) ; the same, perforated variously 15~, 14, 13, 12 (1863); the 
same, perforated 13 and watermarked with crown 
and CC (1864-66), &c. The name is at the top, 
and the value indicated at the bottom ; otherwise 
this stamp is very similar in type to the issues 
just described. The lines in the background are, 
however, set very much closer together. The 
name-label is placed so very close to the top of 
the stamp that only the very tops of some of the 
white outlined crescents of the top border can be 
seen above the said label, and there are twelve and a half of these 
crescents across the top of the stamp. The bottom of the spear 
comes over the space between the UR of FOUR, but is rather nearer 
to the u than to the R. The foot comes over the R. The ship shows, 
as before, ten sails ; and it has a long streamer from the top of the 
mast, pointing towards Britannia. There are six or seven fine vertical 
lines down the front of the chest, to represent folds in the dress. 

2 L 
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FtYrged. 
Lithographed on hard, very white, rather stout wove paper; un­

perforated. The background is a very weak imitation of the engine­
turning of the genuine. The name-label is placed so low down that 
a good portion of the central crescents of the upper border can be 
seen above it. There are only eleven and a half of these crescents 
across the top of the stamp. The bottom of the spear comes over 
the centre of the R of FOUR. The foot of Britannia comes over the 
space between FOUR and PENCE. The ship has about seven sails, and 
there is the merest apology for a streamer at the mast-head. There 
are no vertical lines of shading down the front of the chest, though 
there are plenty of oblique ones. 

Postnwrks. 

Gent<ine. A single circle, with name and elate; also a double circle 
for part of the way round, the rest of the circle being completed by 
the word TRINIDAD, and with date in the centre ; also the same 
cancellation as in the older issue, but I think this latter is rare. I 
have only one specimen of this issue so cancelled. 

There are, no doubt, other forgeries of Trinidad, but I have only 
seen the ones here described. 

TURKEY. 

Issue of 1863. 20 Paras, yellow. 

There are really two issues of the 1863 stamps-one on 
extremely thin, or pelnn paper; the other on very much 
thicker, ordinary wove paper. There is a full set on the pelure 
paper, and I believe there is also a full set of the issue on thick 
paper, but I have never seen the 2 piastres on the thick paper. 
To avoid unnecessary repetition, it will be understood that all 
the stamps of this issue are on pelu1·e, and also on moderately 
stout, face-coloured wove paper. 

Gen"ine. 
Engraved in black, on face-coloured paper, as above. The proper 

position of this stamp, as of all the others of this issue, is with the 
hollow part of the crescent uppermost, and the two almost horizontal 
lines which stick out from the side of the central monogram pointing 
to the right. The centre of the monogram is quite solid. The outer 
point of the ornament in the right upper corner of the stamp is 
more than a millimetre distant from the said corner. This orna­
ment is joined to the similar one in the left upper corner by a semi-

stampsmarter.com 



HOW TO DETECT FORGED STAMPS. 515 

circular line, round part uppermost, which touches the thin inner 
line of the top of the stamp. Each of these two ornaments contains 
in its centre a very round-looking black oval, with a light, shapeless 
dot in its centre. The right oval is rounder and larger than the 
other ; but both are very nearly as broad as they are long. Both 
points of the crescent are of the same height; the left-hand one 
being level with the very centre of the egg-shaped part which pro­
jects from the left side of the monogram. The Arabic figure 2 at 
the bottom of the stamp is like a 7, with the head pointing to the 
right instead of to t he left; it gets thinner towards the bottom, and 
stands on, and is joined to, a sort of black lump or mound at the 
bottom of the containing-oval. The diamond-shaped dot after the 
2 (which stands for the cypher) is placed high up in the oval, not 
far below the top part of the figure. 

Forged. 
Nicely printed on very thin pelure paper, not such a dead-looking 

yellow as that of the genuine. The forgers have made the mistake 
of gumming the face of the stamp and postmarking the back ; so 
that, if the stamp were placed in the position intended by the 
makers, the two long, almost horizontal lines projecting from the 
side of the monogram would point to the left. ·(In describing the 
stamp, it will be understood that I speak of it as it ought to be 
placed, not as the forgers intended.) The ornament in the right 
upper corner comes within half a millimetre of the corner of the 
stamp. The centre of the monogram has a large light space in it, 
which contains a black dot. The semicircular line at the middle of 
the top of the stamp, joining the two corner ornaments together, 
does not touch the thin inner outline of the top of the stamp, 
though it goes very close to it. The centres of the two upper corner­
ornaments are long ovals, twice as long as they are broad, and 
almost exactly the same size and shape. The left-hand point of the 
crescent is decidedly higher than the other, and it comes up almost 
to the very top of the egg-shaped piece which projects from the left 
side of the monogram. The Arabic figure 2, at the bottom of the 
stamp, gets thicker towards the bottom, and there is no black lump 
in the containing-oval for it to stand on. The diamond-shaped dot 
after the figure is placed low down in the oval, below the centre of 
it, and opposite to the centre of the figure. With the above excep­
tions, thi s forgery is remarkably deceptive; and specimens of this, 
and of the other values, may be found in the collections of almost 
all our youthful friends. 

Same Issue. 1 Piastre, black on slate, or violet-slate. 
Genuine. 

Engraving and paper as in the 20 paras, The outer point of the 
ornament in the left top corner touches the thin inner outline of the 
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stamp. The bottom of the crescent touches the point of the orna­
ment immediately above the figure 1, and also the stem of the leaf­
ornament to the left of it ; but it does not touch the stem of the 
similar leaf-ornament to the right of it. The centre of the monogram 
is solid. There is a very distinct dot above the oval containing the 
figure 1, and exactly above the top of the 1 ; the said 1 is rather 
rounded at the top. The bottom outline of the crescent is shaded by 
very short vertical lines; these lines are not very distinct, and only 
show below the central writing in the crescent, the rest of the outline 
being solid to both points of the crescent. I have found this stamp 
difficult to describe, owing to the fioriated nature of the design ; but 
I hope the above tests will be sufficient. 

Forged. 

Paper the same as in the forged 20 paras, but of a bluish neutral 
tint. The stamp is gummed on the face, and postmarked on the 
back, as in the above-named counterfeit. The outer point of the 
ornament in the left top corner does not touch the said corner. The 
bottom of the crescent touches the point of the ornament imme­
diately above the figure 1, and the stem of the leaf-ornament to the 
left of it; it also almost touches the stem of the similar leaf-ornament 
to the right of it. The centre of the monogram contains a light­
coloured space, with a dot in the middle. The dot above the figure 1 
is not at all distinct, being partially merged into the shading above 
the oval, which is much more pronounced than in the genuine. This 
said figure l is cut off very obliquely at the top. The bottom outline 
of the crescent is shaded by very distinct and prominent vertical 
lines, which can be traced almost to the very points of the crescent. 
The prominent dot above the 1, and the indistinct shading to the 
bottom of the crescent, will be found the best criterions of the 
genuine. 

Same Issue. 2 Piastres, black on blue. 

GenuA,ne. 
Engraving and paper as in the genuine 20 paras. The right point 

of the crescent is higher than the left. The centre of the monogram 
is solid. The bottom outline of the crescent in all my specimens 
appears to be almost entirely solid. The top-stroke of the figure 2 
is very concave, or hollowed in its outline. The upper point of the 
leaf, below the left side of the crescent, is as far from the ~ide of the 
frame as the upper part of the similar leaf, below the right side of 
the crescent, is from the right side of the frame. There are twenty­
two pearls or balls outside the top of the frame, counting the corner 
ones ; twenty-one at the bottom of the frame, counting the corner 
ones; twenty-nine down the right side, counting the corner ones 
again; and twenty-eight .down the left side, also counting the comer 
ones. 
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Forged. 

Paper, &c., the same as in the forged 20 paras. The right point of 
the crescent is very much lower than the left. The centre of the 
monogram has a light-coloured space in it, containing a black clot. 
The bottom outline of the crescent is shaded with vertical lines, like 
those of the forged l piastre, but not so clear, and merged into one 
solid line towards the ends of the crescent. The top-stroke of the 
figure 2 is very nearly straight. The upper point of the leaf below 
the left side of the crescent touches the side of the frame, but the 
similar point of the leaf to the ri<>ht of the crescent is a good 
distance from the right side of the frame. There are twenty-four 
pearls outside the top of the stamp ; twenty-four at the bottom; 
thirty-one clown the right side ; and thirty-one clown the left side, 
counting the corner ones in each case. The colour of the genuine is 
a pale, dull, Prussian-blue; that of the counterfeits is green, a bluish­
green certainly, but decidedly green. 

Same Issue. 5 Piastres, gooseberry-red. 

The catalogues vary considerably as to the colour of this 
stamp. One calls it "crimson," another "carmine," another 
" groseille," &c. The latter is, I think, the true name for it, 
which I have taken the liberty of translating "gooseberry-red." 

Genuine. 
Paper and engraving as in the genuine 20 paras. The centre of 

the monogram is quite solid. The crescent is equally sharp at both 
J?Oiuts, and both of these points are more than half a millimetre 
from the ornaments in the upper corners. The 
leaf-ornament at the bottom of the stamp does not 
go into the left bottom corner at all; and the semi­
circular line at the middle of the bottom of the 
stamp, below the figme of value, almost touches 
the thin inner outline of the bottom of the frame. 
The outline of the 5 (which, by the way, is a 
transverse o) is nearly as thick at the sides as at 
the top and bottom. The vertical lines of shading 
in the bottom outline of the crescent can be traced as far as the 
writing in the crescent extends. 

Forged. 

Printing and paper the same as in the forged 20 paras. The colour 
:varies, sometimes being of a very pale and washed-out magenta 
shade, and sometimes being almost a burnt·sienna colour. The stamp 
is gummed on the face, and postmarked on the back. The centre of 
the monogram is light, and contains a black clot. The right side of 
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the crescent is very much sharper than the left, and its extreme apex 
touches the ornament above it. The left point of the crescent also 
almost touches the similar ornament above it. The leaf-ornament at 
the bottom of the stamp goes quite into the left bottom corner, and 
touches it. The semicircular line at the middle of the bottom of the 
stamp is almost half a millimetre distant from the thin outline of 
the bottom of the frame. The outline of the transverse o, or 5, is 
very thin at the sides, and very thick at the top and bottom. The 
vertical lines of shading in the bottom outline of the crescent are so 
very close together that they generally run into one solid line. 

No~E.-The paper, in both genuine and forged, is not strictly 
what is called "coloured paper," but is white paper, with a coloured 
wash on the face of it. This is very easy to see in the thick paper 
series of the genuine ; but the thin paper is so transparent that the 
colour shows through, making it look like really coloured paper. 

Postrnarks. 
Gennine. All my specimens are unused, so I cannot say what is 

the normal postmark. 
Forged. A set of square black dots. I have some scores of speci­

mens before me; but all the postmarked ones have the cancellation 
struck on the back of the stamp, as stated above. 

Same Issue, for Unpaid Letters. 20 Paras, 1, 2, 5 Piastres, 
all in brown and red-brown. 

Gemtine. 

These are the same as the corresponding values just described, but 
are all printed in shades of red-brown. They were used, I believe, 
for unpaid letters. 

Forged. 
Same as the corresponding forged values just described, but printed 

in various shades of brown and reddish-brown. 

Postmarks. 
Gennine. I do not possess any postmarked copies of the genuine. 
Forged. Postmarked with the set of square black dots, as before, 

and struck on the back of the stamp. 

Issue of 1865. 10, 20 Paras; 1, 2, 6, 26 Piastres. 
Issue of 1869. 10, 20 Paras; 1, 2, 5, 25 Piastres. 

Issue of January, 1871. 10, 20 Paras; 1, 2, 5, 25 Piastres. 

I take these issues together, as the design is the same, as far 
as the tests are concerned. There are two types of the 1865 
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issue-one with, and the other without, rays round the star. 
This issue is nicely engraved in epw·gne, on moderately stout, 
rather hard, white wove paper; perforated l2k. The 1869 
issue is not so well printed, on rather thinner paper, and per· 
forated 13!1-. The 1871 issue is frightfully executed, the design 
in many cases being almost undecipherable, and variously per­
forated 9, 10, &c., the perforation being irregular and badly 
done. 

Genuine. 

Engraved in epargne. Paper and perforation as 
above described, according to the date of issue. 
The oval ring round the crescent and star contains 
forty-eight pearls. In the first two of the above­
named issues the pearls are large and close 
together. In the 1871 issue they are often very 
small, and far apart, but the number is the same 
in each issue. The outside of the frame of the 
stamp consists of two thin lines-a white one 
inside, and a coloured one outside. These two lines are exactly the 
same thickness, or rather thinness. 

First Forgery. 

Very nicely lithographed, on paper almost the same as that of the 
1869 issue, and perforated 13. There are only forty-three pearls 
round the crescent and star ; some of them are oval, and some round. 
The frame of the stamp consists of two lines-a white one inside, 
and a coloured one outside-as in the genuine ; but the coloured line 
is a great deal thicker than the white one. Except for these differ­
ences, the forgeries are very like the genuine, and are dangerous. 

Second Forgery. 

The stamps of this set are very inferior to those already described. 
I do not know whether all the values and colours of the issues above 
mentioned exist in this type, but I have several varieties, and expect 
that counterfeits of all have been made. Lithographed, generally in 
very bright colours, on thick, very white wove paper; unperforated. 
There are only forty-two pearls in the oval; they are almost half a 
millimetre from the edge of the arabesque oval outside them, instead 
of very nearly touching it, and there is no white line separating the 
pearls from the solid oval inside them. In the genuine there is a 
white line, running all round the oval, between the pearls and the 
crescent and star. The outline of the star is very thick, and its two 
lower points are stumpy and rather blunt. In the genuine these 
lower two points are sharp, and rather long. 
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Same Issues, Unpaid. 10, 20 Paras, 1, 2, 5, 25 Piastres. 
Genuine. 

Exactly the same as the issues for the public of the same years, 
but all printed in shades of brown and bistre. 

First Fm·gery. 
Exactly the same as the first forgeries of the issues above-men­

tioned, but printed in various shades of yellow-brown. 

Second Forgery. 
Exactly the same as the seconcl forgeries of the issues above­

mentioned, but printed in various shades of reel-brown. 

Postmarks. 
Genuine. Three concentric rect;mgles, containing Turkish letter­

ing in the centre ; also a large double circle, containing Turkish 
lettering both in the centre ancl between the circles. 

First Forgery. Three concentric rectangles, as in the genuine, but 
without the Turkish lettering. 

Second Forgery. A large double circle, with European lettering in 
the centre and blotches between the circles. 

Issue of January, 1876. !, !, ll:, 2, 5 Piastres. 

Genuine. 
Engraved in tfpa•·gne; paper as in the 1865 

issue ; perforated 13~. The colomed part of 
the design is exactly as in the 1865 issue, but 
the Turkish black surcharge is very heavy, and 
forms an almost unbroken oval. The values, as 
given above, are printed in ordinary numerals 
and letters. There are forty-eight pearls round 
the crescent ancl star, and the white and coloured 

outlines of the stamp are of equal thirmess. 

Forged. 
Nicely lithographed on thick, soft, very white wove paper; per­

forated 13. There are, as in the last sets of counterfeits, only forty­
three pearls round the crescent and star, and the coloured line round 
the stamp is considerably thicker than the white one inside it. 

Postrna1·ks. 
Genuine. Very various cancellations. Among my own specimens 

I have a small circle, almost filled with Turkish characters; also a 
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large double circle, with Turkish in the centre, and European letter­
ing between the circles ; also an undecipherable shape in red; also 
two concentric ovals, very close together, with an oblong rectangle in 
the centre, containing European lettering, and the rest of the spaca 
filled in by bars, parallel with the long sides of the 1·ectangle ; also 
two concentric octagons, rather close together, with Turkish lettering 
in the centre. The last three are generally struck in greenish-blue. 

Forged. Two concentric ovals, filled in with bars, as in the 
genuine, but without the central rectangle, the two lines nearest 
the centre being merely set farther apart than the rest ; struck in 
.blue. 

Issue of April, 1876. 10 P aras, 1 Piastre. 

Genuine. 
Exactly like the January issue of the same year, with the same 

paper, same perforation, &c.; but without the surcharged value in 
European letters and figures. 

Forged. 
I have not seen any forgery of this set, but the stamps could easily 

be prepared by simply omitting the European letters and figures 
from the forgeries last described. The number of pearls and the 
outlines will, as before, distinguish any forgeries from the genuine. 

Postmcwks. 
Genuine. I have seen no postmarked copies with any cancellation 

besides the two concentric octagons, struck in blue, described above . • 
It is, however, probable that the two concentric ovals will be found 
on the stamps of this issue also. 

Issue of September, 1876. 5 P iastres. 

All the stamps of this issue are exactly the same in design, 
with the exception of the value, ancl therefore the following 
description, leaving out the points connected with the value, 
will serve for all the genuine. As yet I have only seen the 
forgery of the 5 piastres. 

Genuine. 
Partly engraved (and partly lithographed 1) in two colours, on 

decidedly thin, white wove paper; perforated 13~. The groundwork, 
behind the engraved design, is of a pale blue, with Turkish char­
acters upon it in white. The curved head of the 5 points up towards 
the ornament above PIASTRES, and the right-hand end of the said 
ornament points upwards towards the l! of OTTOMAN. None of the 
letters of the word PIASTRES touch each other, and the last s of that 
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word leans over considerably to the right. Two of the lines of the 
desi~ meet in a point exactly over the middle 
of tne second o of OTTOMAN ; and the corres­
ponding lines on the other side of the stamp 
meet almost over the colon after EMP. The 
easiest test is in the rolmd ornaments in the 
crescent. The largest of these on each side con­
sists of two concentric circles ; the second on 
each side is a circle, with a dot in the centre 
of it ; the third on each side is a simple circle ; 
and the fourth on each side is a dark clot, which . 

does not touch the outline of the crescent on either side. 

Forgecl. 
Lithographed in two colours, on tolerably thick white wove paper, 

very much thicker than the genuine, and perforated 12}, rather 
badly. The groundwork behind the design is a very pale green, the 
white letters and figures being very faint indeed. The head of the 
5 is almost straight, and points directly backwards. The right-hand 
end of the curly ornament above PIASTRES points towards the A of 
OTTOMAN. The letters IA of PIASTRES touch each other at the bottom, 
and the lasts is perfectly upright. The point where the two lines 
of the design meet on the right-hand side of the stamp is above the 
second T of OTTOMAN ; and the corresponding point on the left-hand 
side of the stamp extends almost far enough to be over the first o of 
OTTOMAN. The circular ornaments in the crescents are as follows, 
both sides corresponding. The largest one is a circle, with a coloured 
dot in the centre, and a very tiny white dot in the centre of that; 
the second is a very badly-shaped circle, with a dot in the centre ; 
the third is a circle ; the fourth is a dot, but it touches the outline 
of the crescent. This is not at all a had forgery, and, as far as I 
remember, it appeared very soon after the genuine. 

Postmarks. 
Genuine. The two concentric ovals mentioned above, with a rect­

angle in the centre, and the rest of the oval filled in with lines 
pamllel to the long side of the rectangle. 

Forgecl. An imitation of the genuine, hut without the central 
rectangle ; the two central lines being merely placed rather farther 
apart than the rest. 

Issue of December, 1865. Locals for Constantinople. 
5, 20, 40 Paras. 

Genuine. 
Engraved on stone (1), in black, on moderately stout, coloured 

wove paper; unperforatecl, and perforated 14. Each of the top 
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corners of the stamp bears the value in Turkish figures. On the 5 
paras it is a sort of o ; on the 20 paras it is like a 7, with the head 
turned the wrong way, and a clot after it; and on 
the 40 it is like a .; turned on its side, with a 
clot after it. The background of tbe central circle 
which contains the star and crescent is composed 
of very fine vertical lines of shading, placed very 
evenly, and not at all blotched together. The P of 
POSTE and the E of LOCALE are exactly equidistant 
from their respective ends of the label. The cen­
tral rectangle measures thirteen millimetres across, 
between the two inner vertical lines of the frame. There are thirty­
nine oblique lines above the central circle, the two outer ones being 
very short; and the same number below the central circle, the two 
outer ones being also very short. The ring which surrounds the 
central circle has sixty-tour short black lines across it; i.e., bridging 
the two concentric circles which form the ring. The whole is very 
clearly engraved, and not blotched anywhere, 

Forged. 

Poorly lithographed, on coloured wove paper, decidedly thinner 
than that of the genuine. All my specimens are unperforatecl. The 
great mistake in these forgeries, which will lead to the immediate 
detection of the 20 and 40 paras, is that all the values bear the 
Turkish value 5 (i.e., a sort of o) in the upper corners. In the 
genuine this figure is, of course, only found on the 5 paras value. 
The background of the central circle, which contains the crescent 
and star, has the vertical lines of shading irregularly placed, some 
very close together, and some farther apart, and some quite blotched. 
The E of LOCALE is distinctly nearer to the end of the label than the 
P of POSTE is. The central rectangle measures twelve millimetres 
across, between the inner vertical sides. There are only thirty-two 
oblique lines above the central circle, and the same number below 
it. There are only fifty-six short lines drawn across the thickness 
of the ring which surrounds the central circle. The appearance of 
the whole stamp is "smudgy." 

Postmarks. 
Genuine. I have seen no cancelled copies of the perforated stamps. 

l\fy specimens of the unperforaiecl set are obliterated with a set of 
fine round clots, with a Turkish word in the centre. 

Forged. A set of very large round clots ; also a curious lattice­
work, which I never saw on the stamps of any country. 
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TURK'S ISLANDS. 
Issue of 1867. ld., 6d., ls.; no watermark; perforated 11!. 
Issue of 1873. ld., 6d. ; star watermark; perforated llf. 

Genuine. 
Engraved in taille-douce, on stout, yellowish-white wove paper, 

with or without watermark, according to the date of issue, backed 
with very yellowish-gum. The mouth is open ; the lips parted, with 
a pleasant expression ; the chin is rounded. The ornaments on the 
top of the coronet are four crosses pattee and three .five-lobed leaves, 
a leaf between every two crosses. Both the crosses and the leaves 
are perfectly distinct. The front cross projects into the white oval 
ring round the central medallion, but it does not touch the outer 
line of the said white oval ring. There are two very distinct dark 
dots formed in the engine-turning-one in front of the forehead, 
where the hair joins the coronet, and the other a little above it, in 
front of the coronet. The ear is large, but very faint. The lettering 
on the two labels is so tall that it reaches very nearly to the top and 
bottom of the labels. The engine-tmning is very finely done. 

Forged. 
Poorly lithographed, on very white paper, soft, thin, and without 

watermark ; perforated 13. The gum, when there is any, is quite 
white. The mouth is pursed up, as though the queen were whistling, 
and the expression is sour. The point of the chin is sharp. The 
crosses pattee on the top of the coronet are very indistinct, so that it 
is almost impossible to tell what they are meant for ; and the first of 
the flowers is a trefoil, instead of having five lobes like the rest. 
The front cross pattee projects so far into the white oval rin] ronnel 
the central medallion that it touches the outer line of it. The two 
dots, in front of the coronet and top of the face, are absent. The ear 
is exceedingly small, almost invisible ; in fact, the only part which 
shows is the very bottom tip of it. In the genuine, quite half of the 
ear can be seen. The lettering on the two labels is much too short, 
so that a good space of colour shows in the labels, above and below 
the lettering. The imitation engine-turning is very poor and coarse. 

Postrnar·ks. 
Genuine. I have no cancelled copy at present by me ; but, as far 

as I remember, the obliteration is the usual nnoutlined oval, formed 
by parallel straight lines top and bottom, with curved lines at the 
sides, enclosing the letters T. I. 

Forged. An imitation of the above, but with curved lines each 
side, filling up the central space i also a rectangle of ronnel dots. 
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TUSCANY. 
Issue of 1849. 1 Quattrino; 1, 2 Soldi; 1, 2, 4, 6, 9, 60 

Crazie; blue wove paper, watermarked with crown, &c., 
on the entire sheet. 

Issue of 1856. 1 Quattrino; 1, 2 Soldi; 1, 2, 4, 6, 9 Crazie; 
white wove paper, watermarked with waved crossed lines, 
forming ellipses, and the words "Poste Toscano" on the 
entire sheet. 

Gemtine. 
Engraved in epargne, on blue or white wove paper, with varying 

watermark, according to the date of issue. The paper is extremely 
rou&h, particularly at the back. The lion's paw, at the of the 
shield, shows four claws, or rather toes, very dis­
tinctly. The spike at the top of the crown is tmder 
the beginning of the T of POSTALE, aud very rarely 
shows itself to be a cross. The white line of the 
lion's tail does not run up his back, but stops short, 
far below the level of the last letter of TOSCANO. 
The mane on the back of the lion, where it ends, 
has its profile above the shoulder cut off almost 
square. The face is tolerably like that of a lion. The shield is a 
sort of pear-shape, but the upper portion of the outline is cut into 
fiat faces, instead of being rounded. The circlet at the base of the 
crown shows three white dots or pearls. 

First Forgery. 
This is the poorest attempt at inritation which I have seen for a 

long tinte. It is very badly lithographed on thin, smooth, hard, 
white wove paper, with a bluish wash over the face of it, and no 
watermark. The lion's paw, at the top of the shield, has only one 
cleft in it, as though there were no more than two toes. Only one of 
the other paws is visible on the ground, instead of two, and that one 
has no toes ; whereas in the genuine there are two paws on the 
ground, both showing four toes very distinctly. The crown almost 
touches the outline of the frame above it, and there is no spike on 
the top of it. There are only two lines of shading across the back 
and loins of the lion, though the genuine stamps show a number of 
lines. The lion's mane does not appear to be raised above the profile 
of his back, but slopes gradually into it. The face is much more 
like that of a pig than of a lion. The top of the shield is rounded 
in the outline, without the flat faces of the genuine. The crown is 
sadly blotched, so that the pearls at the base of it are invisible. 

Second Forgery. 
The stamps of this set are infinitely better done than the set just 

described, and there are few points of difference in the design .which 
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can be pointed out without the aid of an illustration. Lithographed 
on thin, smooth, white or bluish-white wove paper; unwatermarked. 
The lion's paw, at the top of the shield, is badly done, so that the 
toe• cannot be seen with clearness ; but there appear to be only two, 
instead of four. There is a distinct white cross at the top of the 
crown, and it comes exactly tmder the very centre of the T of 
POSTALE. The white line of the lion's tail rtms up his back, and can 
be traced almost up to the level of the A of TOSCANO. The profile of 
the mane is rounded off into the profile of the back. The face 
rather resembles that of a monkey. The circlet at the base of the 
crown sometimes shows five oblong dashes, and sometimes the five 
are blotched into one white line. I think the reader had better rely 
upon the paper and watermark as the safest test for this forgery, as the 
design is so well imitated. 

Postrncwks. 
Genuine. A small circle, with the letters P.D. and date ; also a 

similar circle, with name and date ; also a transverse oval, with 
rounded ends, containing lettering ; also a set of parallel lines ; also 
the letters P.o., without any frame, a little more than a quarter of an 
inch high. 

Forged. The letters P.D., much larger than the genuine, being 
nearly half an inch hiah ; also a large outlined oval, containing five 
thick parallel bars ; also a set of thin parallel lines ; also a set of 
diamond-shaped dots ; also a set of small round dots. 

Issue of 1859. Provisional. 1, 5, 10, 20, 40, 80 c., 3 Lire. 
Gemtine. 

Poorly engraved (1) in epargne, on thick, rather hard, very 
yellowish-white wove paper ; watermarked with crossed curvecl 
lines, forming ellipses, the same as the 1856 issue. The cross on the 
top of the crown is tolerably distinct, and it comes under the begin­

ning of the T of POSTALE. The circlet at the base 
of the crown shows five white pearls, very small. 
The top corners of the shield are cut off quite 
square, uot being splayed out at all. The collar or 
chain of the Golden Fleece, which surrotmds the 
shield, touches its top corners. This collar is ex­
tremely indistinct, and, in many copies, cannot be 
made out at all. The Golden Fleece hanging from 
it does not in the least resemble an anintal, and it 

does not touch the bottom of the mantle. The F of FRANCO and the 
last o of BOLLO are equidistant from their respective ends of the 
containing-label. The c of FRANCO is exactly like a G. There are 
five dark vertical lines in each compartment of the shield. 

FiTSt F m·gery. 
Lithographed on thin, very smooth, "·hite or bluish-white wove 

pnper; no watermark. The crown has either a large white lump, or 
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an indistinct white blotch on the top of it, instead of the cross, and 
it comes under the end of the T of POSTALE. The circlet at the base 
of the crown sho~s three white pearls, or blotches; the central pearl 
is larger than the others. The top corners of the shield have splayed­
out points. The collar of the Golden Fleece is very white ancl 
prominent, and it does not touch the shield anywhere. The Golden 
Fleece below the shield is like a skeleton dog, with two legs touching 
the bottom of the mantle. The F of FRANCO is very much nearer to 
its end of the containing-label than the last o of BOLLO to the other 
end of the label. The c of FRANCO has its tail made rather like its 
head, but it does not resemble a G. 

Second Forgery. 

In some respects this is much better than the last. Lithographed 
on moderately stout, white wove paper, not <JUite so smooth as the 
first forgery, but a great deal smoother than the very rough paper of 
the genuine. A sort of lozenge-work of lines, half an inch apart, 
has been impressed on the back of the paper, so that at first sight it 
appears to be watermarked. These lines are of course impressecl 
without colour, and they are straight. The genuine watermark, 
which is in the substance of the paper, is formed by curved lines, 
making long ellipses or pointed ovals, and each line at its most 
distant part is not more than a quarter of an inch from its neigh­
hams. The cross on the top of the crown comes under the end of 
the T of POSTALE. The circlet at the base of the crown has no 
pearls in it. The collar of the Golden Fleece is very poorly done. 
It consists of a chain of white rings, not touching each other, and 
very close to the shield all the way round. The Golden Fleece 
itself appears to be a sort of "true lover's knot," which projects 
below the bottom of the mantle; the genuine beino- a sort of long 
bolster, tiecl in the middle, with the ends drooping down. The c of 
FRANCO is an ordinary capital c, without any knob to the tail. Both 
of the right-band compartments of the shield contain six vertical 
dark lines; the left-hand compartments have five lines like the 
genuine. 

Postmarks. 

Gemtine. The small circle, already described, containing name 
and date ; also the letters P.o., in capitals rather more than a quarter 
of an inch high. 

Forged. P.D., in capitals quite half an inch high; also the oval, 
containing five thick parallel bars; also a set of lines without frame; 
also a set of rather large round dots. 

NoTE.-The 2 soldi and 60 crazie of the first issue have been re­
printed on the proper paper, and some of them have been post­
marked, so that it is impossible to tell them from originals. I rather 
fancy that the 3 lire of this provisional set has also been reprinted, 
but I am by no means sure, never having seen a copy. 
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TWO SICILIES. 

Issue of 1858. For Naples. ! Grano. 

Genuine. 
Engraved in taille-dottce, and generally very badly printed, on very 

rough-faced, yellowish-white wove paper, watermarked with a fleur­
de-lys in the sheet. The colour is generally called "lake," but it 
reminds one very much of reel blotting-paper. There does not 
appear to be any fraction-line to the l The G is nicely shaped. The 
three division-lines of the shield meet accurlttely in the centre 
without a blotch, and the middle line, if prolonged downwards, 
would cut exactly centrally through the middle fleur-de-lys. This 
same line, if prolonged upwards, would pass centrally through the 
o of POSTA. All the letters-except, of course, the large G-are 
exactly the same height, and none of them are joined together 
anywhere. In good specimens the ink stands out well from the 
surface of the paper. 

Forged. 
Lithographed, in pink and brownish-pink, on smooth, very white 

wove paper, very much thinner than that of the genuine ; unwater­
marked. There is a well-marked fmction-line to the t. The G is 
ugly, having its lower portion protruding too far. There is a blotch 
where the three division-lines meet in the centre of the circular 
shield. If the middle line were prolonged upwards it would cut 
through the right side of the o of POSTA ; and if it were prolonged 
downwards it would pass a little to the right of the centre of the 
middle jle1tr-cle-lys. The vertical stem of the P of POSTA is too long, 
and reaches below the level of the other letters ; the foot-stroke to it 
is also considerably too thick. The o of NAPOLETANA is not level 
either with the top or bottom of the P and L on each side of it ; and, 
in some specimens of the counterfeits, the first A of this word touches 
the N and the P, the L touches the E, and the LLA of DELLA all touch 
each other. This, however, is not the case with all the forgeries. 
Being lithographed, the ink does not stand out from the surface of 
the paper. 

Same Issue. 20 Grana. 

Genuine. 
Engraved in taille-douce; paper and watermark the same as in the 

i grana above described. The diamond containing the inscription 
touches the outer frame of the stamp with all its four points. The 
vertical lines of shading in the centre of the diamond are exceedingly 
fine and close together, so that sevm or eight of them can be counted 
to the left of the horse's tail. The inner outline of the diamond, 
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above the inverted word BOLLO, if prolonged to the left, would cut 
through the centre of the D of DELLA. The same liue, if prolonged 
downwards to the right, would pass a long way clear of the last A of 
NAPOLETANA. The fine inner outline of the diamond under TA NAPO, 
if prolon~ed, would pass respectively between the os of POSTA and 
through tne middle of the L of NAPOLETANA. The lines of shading 
behind the ornamental flewrs-de-lys in the corners of the stamp are 
fine and vertical. There are many other differences between the 
genuine and forged, but the above tests will be found amply sufficient 
for the detection of the forgery now to be described. The genuine 
stamp, like all the others of the set, is printed in a peculiar red, on 
yellowish-white or tinted wove paper. 

Forgecl. 

This, in the form in which I possess it, is a nriserable failure, being 
badly lithographed in black ink, upon a dull yellowish-pink paper; 
unwatermarked. The left-hand point of the inscribed diamond does 
not touch the outer line of the stamp, and the top point is cut off 
square. The vertical lines of shading in the centre of the diamond 
are coarse, so that there are only three of them to the left of the 
horse's tail. The inner outline of the diamond, above the inverted 
word BOLLO, if prolonged to the right, would pass through the thick 
stroke of the E of DELLA ; and, if prolonged to the left, it would cut 
through the foot-stroke of the last A of NAPOLETANA. The fine inner 
outline of the diamond under TA NAPO, if prolonged, would pass 
respectively through the tail of the s of POSTA and towards the end 
of the L of NAPOLETANA. The shading behind the fleurs-de-lys in 
the corners of the stamp is coarse, and horizontal instead of vertical. 

Issue of September, 1860- Provisional. ! Tornese, blue. 

Genuine. 

Exactly the same as the red t grano described 
above, but printed in Prussian blne, and with the 
large G partially erased and altered to a large T. 
The blotch caused by the tongue of the G can still 
be seen very plainly after the T. Watermark, a 
fleur-de-lys, as before. =="-.:..c=::.o 

Forged. 

Lithographed on moderately stout, smooth, white wove paper; no 
watermark. There is an oblique line in the circle before the p of 
POSTA. The large G has been altered to a large T, as in the genuine ; 
but the blotch of the tongue of the G has been turned by the artist 
into a very distinct E. The other tests are the same as for the 
forged ~ grano already described. 

2 1d 

stampsmarter.com 



530 ALBUM WEEDS; OR, 

Issue of October, 1860. Provisional. i Tornese, blue. 

Uenuine. 

Paper and watermark as before. For this stamp the plate of the 
i tornese just described was taken, the arms scraped out from the 
central circle, and the white cross of Savoy substituted, with a back-

ground of vertical lines. The scraping out has 
~'."'""~ ; not been perfectly accomplished, so that many a""' lines of the old design can be seen, especially in 
1:1 1~ the white cross. The circle and the corners of 
~ ~G the stamp remain unaltered, so that the large T, 
~ ~.J with the blotch close to it, is exactly the same as 

~ in the first provisional of 1860. The outline of 
the cross in its left-hand upper corner bas been 

carried too far, and passes up, in a straight vertical line, to the left 
of the P of POSTA, quite to the top of the stamp. The vertical 
lines forming the groundwork between the arms of the cross in the 
central circle afford a ready means of telling the genuine. In the 
left-hand top corner there are ten of these vertical lines, with some 
signs of an eleventh; in the right-hand top corner there arc twelve, 
the outside one being a mere dot, and the fourth from the left being 
apparently double ; in the left-hand bottom corner of the cross there 
are twelve vertical lines, some of them being irregularly drawn ; and 
in the right-band bottom corner there are fifteen, one of them being 
as fine as a hair, and several very irregularly drawn. It will be 
understood that these lines of which I speak are not in the corners 
of the frame, but inside the circle, between the arms of the 
white cross. The upper outline of the right arm of the cross, if 
prolonged, wonld cut through the l' of NAPOLETANA ; and the 
lower outline of this same arm, if prolonged, would cut through 
the middle of the E of NAPOLETANA. The ink stands up high from 
the surface of the paper. 

First Forgery. 

Lithographed on rather thi n, smooth, yellowish-white wove paper; 
no watermark. ::-< o trace of any half-eflaced design can be seen on 
the stamp. The large T has no hlotch after it. The outline of the 
left side of the top arm of the cross does not go heyond the boundary 
of the central circle. The vertical lines in between the arms of the 
cross are as follows : Twelve each side above the arms of the cross, 
and the same num ber each side below the arms, most of them being 
regularly drawn, an<l all of the same thickness. The upper 
outline of the right arm of the cro'S, if prolonged, would pass 
between the Pando of NAPOLE~'ANA; and the lower outline of this 
same arm, if prolonged, woul<l paos through the foot of the 'f of 
NAPOLETANA. This "-ord, in the forgery before me, is spelt NAPOJ,r­
TANA. The ink is quite Jiat on the surface of the paper. 
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Second ForgeMJ. 
Lithographed on medium, very white wove llaper, quite smooth ; 

no watermark. There are a few lines here and there to imitate the 
imperfect erasure of the old design. The easiest test for this forgery 
is in the large T, which is a sort of monogram of the letters T and G, 
both of which can be made out. None of the outlines of the cross 
trespass beyond the boundary of the circle, and the vertical lines of 
shading between the arms of the cross are as follows : Ten in the 
left top corner, ten in the right top corner, ten in the left bottom 
corner, and ten in the right bottom corner; all of them are wavy, 
and there are some traces of very fine lines between them. The lines 
are not wavy in the genuine, though some of them are crooked. The 
ink does not stand out at all from the surface of the paper. 

Third Forgery. 
Nicely lithographed, on smooth, white wove paper, rather thin. 

The large T bas no indication of a blotch of colour touching it, and 
there are no signs of any old design showing behind the lines or in 
the cross. No part of the outline of the cross trespasses beyond the 
boundary of the circle. There are fifteen vertical lines in the circle 
above the left arm of the cross, fourteen above the right arm of it, 
fifteen below the left arm, and fifteen below the right arm. In each 
case I have counted the outline of the cross itself for ~ne line, as 
before. The outlines of the cross in this forgery are very thick, and 
the lines very fine and thin, and regularly drawn. In the genuine, 
however, as also in the first and second forgeries, the lines are rtll as 
thick rts the outlines of the cross, and somewhat irregular and coarse. 
The upper outline of the right arm of the cross, if prolonged, 
would jnst pass clear of the P of NAPOJ,ETANA. The outer line of 
the circle is the same thickness all the way round; but, in the genuine, 
it is considerably thicker round the right side of the circle t han roun• l 
the left side of it. 

Postmadcs. 
Gennine. I have never seen any other cancellation than a long, 

transverse rectangle, containing ANNULLA'l'O in ]urge ordinary capitals. 
Forged. A close imitation of the gen uine. 
NoTE.-Each value of the genuine has a very tiny letter at the 

base of the stamp, in or under the part bearing the value, as follows: 
G on the i gr., and also on each type of the i t.; a reversed R on the 
1 g. ; an A on the 2 g. ; an s on the 5 g. ; an L on the l 0 g. ; an ~ on 
the 20 g., and a c on the 50 g. I only possess one specimen each of 
the blue stamps, and have taken it for granted that all the blue 
stamps with the arms are from one single type, and that all the blue 
stamps with a cross are also from a single type. Concerning the 
1858 set, Pemberton's Hcmdbook says, "Some large number of 
counterfeits was n1ade during their currency, and may sometimes be 
found (naturally) with genuine obliterations." 
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Issue of 1861. For Naples and Sicily. ~ Tornese, §, 1, 2, 5, 
10, 20, 50 Grano. 

Gem<ine. 
Engraved in epargne ('?), centre embossed, on rather thin, white 

wove paper. The two vertical lines to the right of FRANCO, and the 
two similar vertical lines to the left of BOLLO, do not go down to the 

bottom of the stamp, but end above the white dots 
which run along the bottom of the frame. There 
are twenty-four of these white dots along the top 
of the stamp, twenty-four along the bottom, thirty 
clown the left-hand side, and twenty-eight down 
the right-hand side. The white lines forming the 
little crosses in the corners of the stamp are rather 
more than a quarter of a millimetre thick. I do not 

;peak of the length of the arms of the crosses, but simply of the 
thickness of the white lines forming them. The inscription up 
the left side is FRANCO ; and the three words, FRANco, POSTE, and 
nOLLO, have the letters composing them so tall that they almost 
touch the boundaries of the containing-labels with their heads and 
feet. The embossed head is the usual portrait of the late king of 
Italy, with the rounded nose. 

Fo•·gecl. 
Not particularly well clone. Lithographed on medium, common, 

white wove paper. The two vertical lines to the right of FRANCO 
run down to the level of the bottoms of the white dots along the 
base of the stamp ; but the two similar lines to the left of BOLLO 
appear only to reach the tops of the said white dots, as in the 
genuine. There are twenty of these dots along the top of the stamp, 
twenty-four along the bottom, twenty-six clown the left side, and 
twenty-four clown the right side. The thickness of the white lines 
which form the crosses in the corners of the stamp is about three­
quarters of a millimetre. The inscription up the left side of the 
frame is FRANCG, instead of FRANCO. The letters of the words 
FRANCG, POSTE, and BOLLO are not tall enough to stretch across the 
width of the containing-labels, but leave a good space between the 
outlines of the frames and the tops and bottoms of the letters. The 
embossed head is more like that of the late emperor of the French 
than of the king of Italy, having quite a sharp nose, with a straight 
outline. 

Postma.·ks. 

Genuine. A single circle, with the name following the curve of 
the circle, and date in the middle ; also a double circle, with name 
in between the circles, a curved line each( side of, the name, and 
<late, &c., in the centre. 

Forged. A large circle, containing lettering. 

NoTE.-I believe the unused copies on smooth, shiny paper, now 
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so common, are reprints. All my used copies are on dull, unsurfaced 
paper. The stamps of this issue are also found with the head in­
verted. I have seen the full set with the inverted head; but the 
Handbook says that the t tornese and the 5 grani are the only ones 
with the inverted head which have been found postmarked. 

UNITED STATES. 
Issue of 1857. 90 Cents, dark blue. 

Genuine. 
Engraved in taille-douce, on rather stout, white wove paper. The 

white portions of the face of the stamp generally show a very famt 
tinge of blue, owing to the imperfect wiping of the plate. The gum 
is of a very yellow, or brownish-yellow colour. The background to 
the portrait is formed by exceedingly fine lines, 
placed very close together. No part ,of the face 
is absolutely white, but there is a triangular space 
above the eyebrow which has very few dots upon , 
it, so that it looks almost white. The dark part of ( 
the breast of the uniform has some oblique white 1 
lines upon it. There are seven of these white i 
lines on the right breast, over the INE of NINETY ; ! 
and eight on the left breast, the eighth passing 
behind the button. The cravat is shaded nearly 
all over, though the shading is lighter in some parts than others. 
The letters TA of POSTAGE are joined together at the bottom, The T 
of CENTS is an ordinary capital T. There are two large and distinct 
button-holes each side of the coat, where the corners are turned 
back. There is a large, shapeless button on the breast, just over the 
first half of the E of CENTS. There is a large round stop after each 
of the letters u.s. The top-stroke of the u alrnost touches the end of 
the containing-label. 

First Forgery. 
Lithographed on very white, rather thin, wove paper, in very dal'k 

indigo blue; perforated I2t. The white portions of the face of the 
stamp do not show any trace of colour on them. There is no gum 
on the backs of any of my specimens. The background to the 
portrait is of perfectly solid colour, without any lines. The ridge of 
the nose, the front of the upper lip, and the triangular space above 
the eyebrow are absolutely white, without any lines of shading upon 
them at alL There are eight white lines upon the breast of the 
uniform, above the INE of NINETY, and eight as far as the button 
over the ENT of CENTS. The large cravat is perfectly white in the 
centre, being only shaded at the sides. The letters TA of POSTAGE 
are not joined at the bottom. The T of CENTS is absurdly formed, 
with the left-hand limb hanging down very much lower than the 
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·other. The four button-holes are tolerably clear in this counterfeit; 
but the lower one, over the Y of NINETY, is placed a long way from 
the edge. There is a small, almost white button over the E of CENTS; 
the centre of the button coming over the very beginning of the E, 
instead of over the centre of the thick vertical stroke of that letter. 
The stops aft~r the letters u.s. are small, and generally shapeless. 
The top-stroke of the u is a long way from the end of the label. 

Second Forgery. 
Lithographed, in a dull Prussian-blue, on moderately stout wove 

paper, the lace of which is covered with a wash of blue colour. The 
gum is of a pale yellow. The background to the portrait is formed by 
rather coarse and irregular horizontal lines. The face is quite bare 
of shading in the following places : above the eye to the hair, below 
the eye, the ridge of the nose, and part of the chin. There seem to be 
nine white lines on the breast of the uniform, above the INE of 
NINETY, and seven on the other side, above the NTS of CENTS. The 
greater part of the cravat is altogether unshaded. The letters TA of 
POSTAGE almost touch each other at the bottom, but not quite. The 
left limb of the T of CENTS is a very little longer than the other. 
There is only one button-hole each side of the coat. The button 
over the E of CENTS is even larger than in the genuine, and comes 
above the whole width of that letter. The stops after u.s. are too 
small. The top-stroke of the u is a long way from the end of the 
containing-label. The fork of the Y begins too high up ; in the 
genuine and in the first forgery it begins in the centre of the letter. 

Postrne<rks. 
Gemtine. A pen-stroke ; also a very large single circle, with name 

and elate in large capitals. 
First Forgery. A lithogmphed imitation of the pen-stroke. 
Second Forgery. An oval gridiron, containing a number of parallel 

bars. 

Issue of 1876. Centennial Envelopes. 3 Cents, 
vermilion, green. 

Genuine. 
Embossed on white laid paper; water­

marked with the letters POD US, in mono­
gram, two varieties. The u of u. s. 
touches the inner boundary with its top­
stroke on the left-hand side. The brielle 
is very distinct. 

Forged. 
Embossed on white wove paper; no 

watermark. The top-stroke of the u of 
u. s. touches the outer line of the botm-
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dary, as well as the inner one. The bridle is not visible. The 
lower points of the ribbon which contains POSTAGE touch the inner 
boundary-line on both sides, though they do not touch in the genuine. 
The vertical stroke of the T in this word is carrierl too far, and shows 
above the cross-stroke. The steam from the engine appears to be in 
eight distinct puffs, which cannot be counted in the genuine. 

Postmarks. 
Genuine. A set of five v<ry thick parallel bars; also an upright 

oval of nine bars, with a large numeral in the centre. 
Forged. Thick bars, arranged in a circle instead of a rectangle ; 

also a large cross pattee, with a broad line opposite to each face of 
the cross. 

Reprints by the United States Post-office Department. 

I extract the following from the American Journal of Phila­
tely, not possessing any of these reprints myself: 

Issue of 1847. 5 Cents. 

"The stamps of this issue now offered for sale are evidently 
from new dies; and, as I p1·efer to call things by their right 
names, I shall in the following descriptions designate them as 
'forgeries.' The forgeries are considerably shorter and wider 
than the genuine, the difference in length especially being so 
great as to be apparent at a glanc~. Another striking feature is 
that all the foliage and other ornamental work is brought out 
much more prominently and boldly in the forgeries than in th r 
genuine. 

Gem•ine. 
"The figure 5 on the left-hand side is about the same distance from 

the bottom as the 5 on the right side is. The hair on the right siclc 
of the head (i.e., on the left side of the stamp) 
is compact, with no stray locks. The mouth is 
a veritable "meat-trap," apparently elongated 
into the left cheek by some fault of the engraver. 
The right eye shows a good deal more white 
beneath the pupil than the left one. The top 
line which defines the shirt-front reaches the 
oval frame almost opposite to the top of the 
figure 5. 

F01·ged. 
"The 5 on the left side is further from the bottom than the right­

hand one. The hair on the right side of the head (i.e., on the left 
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side of the stamp) is rather straggling, and one lock in particular, 
about on a line with the eyes, is distinctly separate from the rest of 
the hair, so that daylight can be seen between. The left side of the 
mouth stops abruptly with a dot; and there is another dot, distinctly 
separate from the first, which gives the appearance of two moles or 
dimples. The right eye is in proportion to the left. The top line 
of the shirt-front reaches the oval frame almost opposite to the centre 
of the top of the F of FIVE, 

Same Issue. 10 Cents. 

Gennine. 

"One of the curls near the end of the hair, on the 
left side of the face, forms a very minute white 
circle with a black centre. The cravat reaches to 
the edge of the oval, with no line to finish the 
cravat above the inside black line surrounding the 
oval. The lips are very thick. The right side of 
the collar is so heavily shaded as to be barely dis­
tinguishable. 

Forged. 

"The circle is absent. There is a small line finishing the cravat, 
just above the inside black line surrounding the oval. The lips are 
not particularly thick. The right side of the collar is shaded by 
several lines, but it is plainly distinguishable from the coat. 

"In all the rest of the stamps the original dies were found and used, 
so that the differences are naturally very slight, though it is said that 
new plates of some of the 1857 issue were made from the original 
matrices. The reprints may be detected by the paper, perforation, 
printing, and gum. 

Issue of 1851. 

"The stamps from 1851 to 1856 were unperforated, and have 
not been reprinted. 

Issue of 1857. 1, 3, 5, 10, 
12, 24, 30, 90 Cents. 

Genuine. 

"Perforated15,on tinted paper; 
gum decidedly brownish. The 
l, 5, 10, and 12 cents are in dark 
colours ; the 3 cents is in red to 
red-brown. 
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Reprints. 
" Perforated 12, on white paper. The reprints of this issue, like the 

forgeries of 1847, are not gummed at all. The 1, 5, 10, and 12 cents 
are all too light, and the 24 cents is too dark. The 3 cents is of a 
sort of red-orange. 

Eagle " Carrier " Stamp. 
Genuine. 

"Unperforated; paper tinted; gum brownish; colour, a dull blue. 

Reprint. 
"Perforated 12, on wlllte paper; gummed with plain white gum 

arabic, which cracks when the stamp is bent. The colour is a clear 
dark blue. 

Issue of 1861-65. 1, 2, 3, 5, 10, 12, 15, 24, 30, 90 Cents. 
Genuine. 

"These stamps were issued in 
two ways-first with a smooth 
surface and afterwards with a 
~ridiron pattern (grille) embossed 
in the centre of each stamp, for 
the purpose of making it more 
clifficult to remove the cancel­
lation. The gum is generally 

brownish, especially on the stamps without the grille. 

Reprints. 
"The reprints have no grille, and approach so closely to the originals 

that collectors should be cautious in accepting any specimen. The 
gum is the same as on the reprint of the eagle 'Carner,' and cracks 
if the stamp be bent. The 3 cents and the 30 cents are too dark. 
Anyone possessing a proof set of the stamps of this issue cannot be 
deceived with the reprints for a moment, as the said reprints are in 
exactly the same shades. 

Issue of 1869. Same 
Values. 
Genuine. 

" All copies of this issue 
bear the grille. The gum 
varies from decided! y brown­

\v,""".,.,;;:;;;;..;,;.,,....."" ish to nearly white. 

Reprints. 
"There is no grille. The gum is the same as that of the reprinted 

eagle ' Carrier.' 
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Rqnints. 
"(If I may call them so, 

before the originals are 
obsolete.) These are not 
gummed at all. 

Issue of 1865. Newspaper Stamps. 5, 10, 25 Cents. 
Genuine. 

"Hardly so clear as 
the reprints, with the 
design not standing 
out very prominently. 

Reprints. 
"These are almost im­

possible to detect from 
the originals. If any­
thing, they have been 
too carefully worked, 
and the design stands 
out t(!O clearly, especi­
ally in the 10 cents." ---Issue of 1857. En­

velopes. 3 c., red; 
6 c., red; 10 c., 
green. Small oval. 

Genuine. 
Engraved ine}Jargne, 

and embossed on ob- . 
liquely -laid buff or 
white paper, tolerably 
thick, and water­
marked with the letters 
Po n, u.s. in two lines, 
many times repeated 
over the envelope. 
The oval, measuring 
where the outside col­
our begins, is twenty 
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millimetres wide, and twenty-four and a half millimetres high. The 
two stars have long sharp points, and one point of each star touches 
the inner white oval ring. Both stars are some • 
distance from the outer white oval ring. There is, • 
apparently, a small brooch on the shoulder to hold 
the drapery, and from this brooch to the space 
between and above the letters PO of POSTAGE there · 
are four folds of the dra. l""Y• of ,.Jmooc "l""hrid<h, • 
the top one being the longest. The upper eyelid ~ 
is not prominent, and the eye does not stick out. • 
The line of the mouth, if prolonged to the right, 
would pass through the middle of the right-band star. The chin is 
small and pointed. The outline of the front of the throat, opposite 
the u, is two millimetres in length. 

Forged. 
These seem to be three different types, but they are very nearly alike. 

Engraved in epargne (electro-plate cliches probably), and embossed on 
thin, shiny, very smooth, ancl very white wove paper, and also on 
thin, not very smooth, buff wove paper; both without watermark. 
The oval measures twenty-one and a half millimetres wide, and 
twenty-six millimetres high in the SIX CENTS value, but is a trifle 
smaller in the other values. The points of the two stars are short 
and blunt, having a stumpy appearance. Neither star touches the 
white inner oval, but the left-hand star in the TEN CENTS value 
almost touches the white outer oval. There is no brooch on the 
shoulder, and the four folds are not equal, the two inner ones bei ng 
very much shorter than the outer ones. The upper eyelid is much 
too prominent, and the eye sticks out like a small embossed point. 
The line of the mouth in the SIX CENTS value, if prolonged to the 
right, would cut through the top of the star, and in the TEN CENTS 
it would pass midway between the star and the E of POSTAGE. The 
chin is too round. The outline of the front of the throat, opposite 
the u, is only one ancl a half millimetres long in the SIX cEN1'S, but 
rather longer in the other values. The expression of the face in 
these forgeries is very different from that of the genuine. In the 
genuine it is the face of a rather stern, soldier-like man ; but in 
these forgeries, if a few feathers were stuck into the hair, it would 
make a most excellent Reel Indian. 

Post?nadcs. 
Genuine. A very large circle, with name following the curve of 

the circle, ancl elate in the centre, without the year. 
Forged. All the forgeries which I have seen were uncancelled. 
I consider these rather deceptive forgeries. The embossing is a 

good deal higher and clearer than that of the genuine stamps, which 
have it rmmder ancl less sharp. 
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VENEZUELA. 
Issue of 1859. ~ (Media), 1 (Un), 2 (Dos) Reales. 

Genuine. 

En~raved on medium yellowish-white, on thin white, on thin 
slightly tinted, and on bleute wove paper. The upper and lower 
inscriptions are very well done in the earlier specimens, and moderately 
well done in later ones. The first o and the E of CORREO are the same 
height as the other letters, without any white patches above them. 
The word LIBERTAD is very nearly as far from the top outline of the 

containing-label as it is from the bottom outline of it ; 
and the L and the D are both half a millimetre from 
their respective ends of the label. The central 
division-line of the part of the shield above the horse 
is no thicker than the rest of the thin vertical lines 
behind the wheat-sheaf in the left-hand compartment 
of it. The legs of the horse are nicely done, and thin; 
and there is no particularly-marked object below him 

in the shield. The general background of the stamp is composed of 
tolerably thick vertical lines, which in some copies are crossed by 
very fine horizontal lines. The head of the horse does not touch 
the curved outline of the compartment in which he is placed. The 
groundwork of the said compartment is formed by fine horizontal 
lines. 

Ji'orgecl. 
Lithographed on rather thin, very white wove paper. All the 

inscriptions are very poorly done, and ragged-looking. There is a 
white spot over and touching the first o of CORREO, and another, and 
larger one, over and touching the E of that word, so that these two 
letters are taller than the others. The word LIBERT AD is much too 
high up in the containing-label, so that there is a much wider space 
below than above it in the label. The D is very close to the end of 
the label, almost touching it ; but the L is more than half a milli­
metre from the beginning of it, and there are two little lines of 
shading before the L which do not exist in the genuine. The central 
division-line of the part of the shield above the horse is very much 
thicker than the rest of the vertical lines in the compartment which 
contains the wheat-sheaf. The legs of the horse are extremely thick 
and clumsy ; and there is a dark thing, like an A on its side, in the 
shield below him. The general background of the stamp is com­
posed of rather coarse, crossed, vertical and horizontal lines, the 
horizontal ones quite as thick as the vertical ones. The head of the 
horse distinctly trespasses across the outline of the compartment 
which contains him. This compartment has only a very few lines 
upon it, instead of being shaded all over, so that it looks almost 
white. 
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Postmarks. 
Genuine. A very large thick numeral ; also a small solid black 

star; also a large double circle, the outer line much thicker than the 
inner one, with CORREOS and name between the circles, and elate in 
the centre ; also some undecipherable blotches. 

Forged. A set of diamond-shaped dots ; also the large double 
circle, but with both lines of equal thickness. 

Issue of 1861. i (Cuarto) Centavo, green. 
Genuine. 

Engraved on medium, white wove paper. The upper lettering is 
thick; and the c of CORREO is very near the side of the stamp, and 
almost touching the top pearl. The stop after VENEZUELA is placed 
between the outer and inner outline of the stamp. The shield does 
not touch the ribbon below it. The horse is on a ground of fine 
horizontal lines. The ends of the ribbon and bow touch the pearls. 
There are seventeen pearls down the left side, counting the hottom 
one; seventeen clown the right side, counting the bottom one ; and 
nineteen along the bottom, counting the two end ones. 

Forged. 
This I have not seen. Mr. Atlee says that the upper inscription 

is in thin letters, with the c at some distance from the side of the 
stamp and from the top pearl. The left side of the ribbon touches 
the side of the bottom of the shield. The horse is upon a ground 
of lines which are far apart, and is of an extraordinary shape. The 
ends of the ribbon and bow tonch the pearls. I do not know how 
many pearls there are in the forgery. The stop after VENEZUELA, 
between the two outlines, is sure to be absent. 

Same Issue. ! (Medio) Centavo, brown-lilac. 
Genuine. 

Paper, &c., as in the genuine CUARTO CENTAVO. The E of CORREO 
has a well-marked central tongue. There is, as before, a stop after 
YENEZUELA, between the two outlines of the side of the stamp. The 
central division-line of the upper part of the shield is no thicker 
than the rest of the fine vertical lines behind the wheat-sheaf. The 
horse is on a ground of horizontal lines, very close together; so that 
six can be counted above his tail. There is a large dot to the I of 
b!EDIO. .There are sixteen pearls down the left side, the forks of the 
ribbon showing plainly in front of the centres of the second and third 
pearls from the bottom ; eighteen pearls down the right side, the 
forks of the ribbon coming between the second and third, and 
partially hiding the fourth from the bottom respectively; and 
eighteen pearls along the bottom, counting the two end ones. The 
letters of LIBERTAD are equidistant !rom the top and bottom outlines 
of the containing label. 

stampsmarter.com 



542 ALBUM WEEDS j OR1 

Forged. 
Printed in a sort of grey, on moderately stout, white wove paper. 

There is hardly any central tongue to the E of CORREO. There is no 
stop after VENEZUEI,A. The central division-line of the upper part 
of the shield is decidedly thicker than the rest of the fine lines 
behind the wheat-sheaf. The shading behind the horse is composed 
of lines placed far apart, so that only four can be counted above hi s 
tail. The dot to the r of MEDIO is ve1·y small. There are only fifteen 
pearls down the left side; a space being left for the fork of the ribbon 
between the second and third from the bottom. There are only fifteen 
pearls down the right side also ; a space being left to allow the fork 
of the ribbon to come between the seconcl and third from the bottom. 
There are eighteen pearls at the bottom, counting both the end ones. 
The letters of LIBERTAD are very close to the bottom outline of the 
containing label, and the T and A are very much smaller than the 
rest of the letters. 

Postrnarks. 
Genuine. A large double circle, with CORREOS between the circles, 

and date in the centre. 
Forged. An imitation of the genuine ; also an oval gridiron, con­

taining six parallel bars ; also a hexagonal gridiron, containing a 
number of parallel bars. 

Issue of 1863. t (Medio) Real, yellow, orange. 
Gen'Uine. 

There are two types of this stamp. Lithographed on moderately 
stout, white or yellowish-white wove paper. Type I. has forty-nine 
pearls round the central circle, and Type II. has fifty-two pearls. In 
the description I take those points common to both types, unless 

otherwise specified. The chief and easiest test for the 
genuine is that there is a dark dot in the centre of 
the pearl which is immediately over the head of the 
bird. This is probably the artist.'s own sign, like 
the stop between the lines after VENEZUELA in the 
issue last described. The F and N of FED ERA CION 
are both at equal distances from . their respective 
ends of the label, though in the first type they are 
both much nearer than in the second. The inscrip­

tion in the scroll i" VENEZOLANA. The central star and the one to 
the right of it are both on the same level. None of the stars touch 
each other, and each one is a trifle more than a millimetre across, 
from point to point, in its broadest part. There is a stop after REAL. 
The thiu(ls in tl1e claws of the bird appear to be a very large-headed 
arrow alJ(l a sword, hut it is difficult to make out what the latter is 
intended for. The vertical Jines behind the circle and stars are very 
tine, and close together, hut the inferior printing often leaves them 
almost white. 
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First Forgery. 
Lithographed on thinnish, soft, white wove paper. There are only 

forty-three pearls round the central circle, with a good space between 
each. There is no dark dot in the centre of the pearl above the bird's 
head. The N of FEDERACION is very much nearer to the end of the 
label than the F is to the beginning of it. The inscription in the 
scroll is VENEZULANA ; and this u instead of o is an easy test. 
Several of the stars touch each other ; they are much larger than in 
the genuine, measming over two millimetres, from point to point, 
across the broadest part. The bird appears to have a sword, instead 
of an arrow, in the claw over the VEN of VENEZULANA, and nothing 
in the other claw. The vertical lines of shading behind the circle 
and stars are coarse and far apart, ancl too darkly printed. The ends 
of the lower scroll, which ou~Jht to point to the lower corners of the 
stamp, point respectively to the M and L of MEDIO REAL. 

Second Forge•·y. 
This is much more like the genuine. Lithographed on moderately 

stout, very white wove paper. There are only forty-eight pearls 
round the central circle, anc they are of all sorts of shapes. There 
is no dot in the centre of the pearl over the head of the bird. The 
F of FEDERACION is further from the beginning of the label than 
the N is from the end of it. The central star is considerably higher 
than the one to the right of it. The bird has a thunderbolt in one 
claw and a long-stemmed cross in the other. The vertical lines 
behind the stars and circle are too dark, coarse, and prominent. 

Same Issue. 1 (Un) Real, blue. 

Gennine. 
Engraved (?) on moderately stout, white wove paper. There are 

fifty-two pearls round the central circle; and the pearl about the 
middle of the left side of the circle has a dark vertical stroke in it, 
which is an easy test for the genuine. The F of FEDERACION is a 
very little nearer to the beginning of the containing label than the N 
io to the end of it. The inscription in the scroll is VENEZOLANA. 
The central star and the one to the left of it are almost on the same 
level; this said star, to the left of the central one, is under the 
second E of FEDERACION, and is sensibly nearer to the second star 
than to the middle one. None of the stars touch each other, and 
they are the same size as in the genuine MEDIO REAL above described. 
I cannot make out what the thing is which the bird holds in the 
claw above the VEN of VENEZOLANA ; but there are two white lines 
sticking out from the said thing, which go right to the white ring 
inside the pearled circle. There is a space of two and a half milli­
metres between the u of UN and the beginning of the containing 
label ; and there is a space of one and a half millimetres between 
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the stop after REAL and the end of the said label. The inscription 
UN REAL is on a solid ground, without any white blotches on it. The 
letters of this inscription are tall, and reach very nearly from top to 
bottom of the containing label. 

First Fo,.ge,.y. 

I have not seen this counterfeit, but, from Mr. Atlee's desCii~tion 
of it, it appears to be exactly the same as the first forgery of the 
MEDIO REAL, with the large stars, forty-three pearls in the circle, and 
the ribbon inscribed VENEZULANA, instead of VENEZOLANA. I believe 
that all the values exist in this type of forgery. 

Second Fm·ge1-y. 

Lithographed on very white, moderately stout wove paper. There 
are only forty-nine pearls round the central circle, and they are of 
all sorts of shapes and sizes ; one or two of them are double. There 
is no coloured vertical stroke across the pearl in the middle of the 
left side of the circle. The F of FEDERACION is a good deal farther 
from the beginning of the containing label than the N is from the 
end of it. The inscription in the rihbon is right, but the letters are 
too small and indistinct. The central star is higher than the one to 
the left of it. The third star from the left is exactly the same dis­
tance from those on each side of it, aud comes W1der the end of the 
D of FEDERACION. The two white lines-very blotched in tllis 
forgery-which stick out from the thing in the bircl's claw, over the 
YEN of VENEZOLANA, do not nearly reach the white circle inside the 
pearls. The u of UN is less than a millimetre from the beginning of 
the containing label, and the stop after REAL is hardly one milli­
metre from the end of the label. The letters of this inscription­
uN REAL-are stumpy and fat, and the grotmd behind them has a 
number of white blotches on it. There is a good space between the 
letters and the outlines of the label above and below them. 

Same Issue. 2 (Dos) Reales, green. 

Genuine. 
Engraved (?) on thinnish, white wove paper. There are fifty-three 

pearls round the central circle; they are large and roW1d, and almost 
all the same size. The pearl just below the middle of the left side 
of the circle has a dark vertical stroke through it, which is the 
simplest test of the gennine. The F and N of FEDERACION are about 
the same distance from their respective ends of the containing label. 
The inscription in the scroll is VENEZOLANA. The central star almost 
touches the frame above it. The first star on the left side is under 
the space between the letters FE of FEDERACION ; and the third star 
from the left is under the space between the letters DE of that word, 
but rather nearer to the E. The right-hand star is a great deal nearer 
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to the frame than the left-hand one is. The s of DOS is like a z 
turned the wrong way, and the s of REALES is much the same shape. 
The thing which the bird holds in the claw above the VEN of VENE­
ZOLANA has two white lines sticking out from it, which run to the 
edge of the white circle, inside the pearls. There is a stop after 
REALES. The letters of the bottom inscription are tall, as before, 
~nd extend almost from top to bottom of the containing-label. 

Fi,.st Forgery: 

I have not seen this counterfeit ; but, from Mr. Atlee's description 
of it, it appears to be the same type as the first forgery of the MEDIO 
REAL ; with the large stars, forty-thr~e pearls in the central circle, 
and the ribbon inscribed VENEZULANA. 

Second Forgery. 
Lithographed on moderately stout, very white wove paper. There 

are only fifty pearls round the central circle ; they are of all shapes 
and sizes; and some of them appear to be twin or double. The pearl 
in the middle of the left side of the circle has no clark vertical line 
across it. The N of FEDERACION is very close to the end of the 
label, but the F is a good distance from the beginning of it. The 
word VENEZOLANA is properly spelt; but the letters are too small, 
and too near the bottom outline of the ribbon. The central star is a 
long way below the outline of the frame above it. The first star on the 
left is under the F, and the second star is under the first E of FED ERA­
CION. The third star from the left is under the space between the 
DE, but nearer to the D. The letters of DOS REALES D,re very thick 
and clumsy ; and the s of REALES leans over to the right, and is 
blotched. The bird has an arrow and two white rods in the claw 
over the VEN of VENEZOLANA; and the two white rods are a long way 
from the white circle inside the pearls. There is no stop after REALES. 
The letters of the bottom inscription are too short, and do not reach 
from top to bottom of the containing-label. 

Thi1-cl Forgery. 

Lithographed on moderately stout, very white wove paper. There 
are only forty-nine pearls round the central circle, and some of them 
are twins. The pearl in the centre of the left side of the circle has 
no vertical dark line ch awn across it. The F of FEDERACION is a 
good deal further from the beginning of the containi11g-lahel than 
the )I is from the end of it. The inscription in the ribbon is 
correctly spelt VENEZOLAN A; but the letters are too small, and too 
near the bottom outline of the ribbon. The first star on the left side 
is under the F of FEDERACION, and the second star is under the first 
E. The central star is a long way from the outline of the frame 
above it; and it is under the beginning of the R, instead of under the 

2 N 
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end of it. The right-hand star is not much nearer to the side of the 
frame than the left-hand one is. The bottom inscription is very 
nearly the same as in the second forgery, and there is no stop after 
REALES. The thing which the bird holds in the claw over the VEN 
of VENEZOLANA is exactly the same as in the second forgery. There 
is a good space between the letters of the bottom inscription and the 
outline of the frame below them. The s of REALES leans over to 
the right. 

I have not seen any forgeries of the CENTAVOS values of this 
.series. 

Postmw·lcs. 
Genuine. The only cancellation which I have seen is the word 

CORREOS, between two concentric circles, with date in the centre. 
Forged. An imitation of the genuine ; also a set of thin parallel 

bars, of varying length, forming an oval. 

VICTORIA. 

Issue of 1850-54. One Penny. 

Genuine. 
Lithographed on moderately thick, very yellowish-white, coarsely­

made wove paper ; unperforated, or rouletted. The background to 
the portrait is a moire pattern of fine lines, not separated into groups 
or bands. There is a strip of similar moire down each side of the 
stamp, separated from the rest of the backoround by a very faint 
vertical line. There is no outline to the sides of the stamp, except 
the moire pattern itself; so that the side-outlines are wavy and 
irregular. There is a small star-like flower in each of the top 
corners, but each of the bottom corners bears a letter. I have only 
three specin1ens of this value in my collection, and each bears the 
same letters, E. w. The v and A of VICTORIA are at equal distances 
from their respective ends of the containing-label. The distance 
between the words ONE PENNY is not much more than one milli­
metre. The veil hanging down from the queen's head is nearly all 
dark, being only light towards the two edges. The colour of the 
stamp varies very much, from brown-red to pink, and rose-vermilion. 

Fm·ged. 

Lithographed in a sort of chalky, dull, dark pink, on thinnish, 
pretty good, white wove paper, the face ot which has been coloured 
with a yellowish wash to make it look old. I have only seen it un­
perforated. The backgrotmd to the portrait is a plaid pattern, con­
sisting of sets of three coloured lines, crossin[ each other obliquely, 
with white spaces between the sets of lines. This is a very easy test 
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for this counterfeit, which has evidently been copied from the 
nenuine THREE PENCE. There is a strip of a sort of moire pattern 
down each side of the stamp, by way of frame, quite different from 
the pattern of the background. Each strip is separated from the 
rest of the stamp by a decided, dark vertical line ; and there is a 
vertical line to each side of the stamp, instead of the irregular 
wavy edge of the genuine. The top corners have the star-like flower, 
as in the genuine ; but there is a similar star, instead of a letter, in 
each of the bottom corners. The A of VICTORIA is very close to the 
star at the end of the label, hut the v is a long way from the similar 
star at the be)l~nning of the label. The words ONE PENNY are more 
than two miuimetres apart. The veil is, as nearly as possible, all 
white ; there being only a few fine lines of shading behind the 
shoulders. This foraery is generally very clearly printed ; hut the 
genuine stamps are almost invariably very faint, or very smudged. 

Same Issue. Twopence, lilac, grey, grey-brown, 
cinnamon. 

There are three types of this value-I, fine background, and 
fine side-frames ; 2, coarse background, and fine side-frames; 
3, coarse background, and coarse side-frames. The forgery is an 
imitation of Type 2, with the coarse background and fine side­
frames. I describe, therefore, from the genuine Type 2. 

Genuine. 
Lithographed, paper as before. The tests are the same as for the 

genuine one penny, except as follows : the background is composed 
of a sort of plaid pattern, of wavy oblique lines, in sets of three, 
crossing each other, with white spaces between the sets of lines. 
The words TWO PENCE are in thin letters, and the letters of TWO are 
as far apart as the letters of PENCE. The w of TWO is pointed at the 
bottom. 

Forged. 
Lithographed ; paper, &c., the same as in the forged one penny. 

The tests are exactly the same as for the forgery of the one penny, 
except as follows : the letters of TWO PENCE are fat block capitals, 
and those of TWO are much closer together than those of PENCE. The 
w of TWO is cut off square at the bottom. The straight lines at the 
sides; and the sort of x, or star-like flower, in the bottom corners, 
instead of letters, affords a ready means of detecting this forgery, as 
well as the forgery of the one penny. 

Same Issue. Threepence, ' blue. 
Genuine. 

Lithographed ; paper as before ; tmperforated, rouletted, and also 
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perforated 12. The tests are the same as for the genuine one penny; 
except that the groundwork is composed of a sort 
of plaid pattern of crossed wavy lines in ~ets, with 
white spaces between the sets. Most of the sets in 
this value consist of four lines, instead of three ; 
but some of the sets contain only three lines. The 
words THREE PENCE are in thin block capitals. 
The last E of PENCE is very close to the little 
square in the right bottom corner, containing a 
letter ; but the T of THREE is further from the 

corresponding lettered square in the left bottom corner. The veil is 
not so heavily shaded in this value. 

Forged. 
This I do not now possess ; but, as far as I remember, it is simply 

a copy of the forged TWO PENCE above described, with the value 
altered. 

Postmarks. 
Gem<ine. An oval ring, containing a number of thick radiating 

lines, with two thin lines joining respectively their tops and bottoms 
together; and with a large v, surmounted by a numeral, in the centre: 
also an unoutlinecl circle, formed by three thick straight lines top 
and bottom, and three curved lines each side, with a numeral in the 
centre: also a very peculiar postmark, which I have never seen 
except in my own collection; something like a .boy's first attempt to 
draw a butterfly, struck in blue. 

Forged. llfy forgeries are all uncancelled. 

Issue of 1852. Twopence, brown, grey, grey-black, 
red-lilac. 
Genuine. 

There are fifty types of this stamp, so I can only take a very few 
salient points. Engraved in taille-douce, also a 
lithographic copy of the engraving, on very yel­
lowish wove paper. All my copies are on very 
thick paper, but I think I have seen thin paper 
also. The stamp exists both unperforatecl and 
rouletted. Above the two steps there is a distinct 
footstool, though part of the footstool is hidden by 
the bottom of the dress on the right si(le of the 
stamp. The dress is tolerably high up in the neck; 
the top being very distinct, and curving up to the l:fmt!'!l~ 
tops of the shoulders, There is a scarf crossing Ill 
obliquely from the shoulder to the waist, and this scarf is clark. The 
background to the throne, &c., appears to be of engine-turning, most 
of the lines being fine. 
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Forged. 
Lithographed on thin, white wove paper, the face of which is covered 

with a dirty yellowish wash to give age; unperforated. There is no 
sign of a footstool; the dress coming near the edge of the top step, 
and being quite parallel with it. The forger has missed the top out­
line of the dress, round the neck and shoulders, and has taken the 
scarf to be the outline; so that he has made the queen appear to have 
the half of the bust entirely unclothed, from the shoulder to the 
waist, obliquely across. The scarf is represented by two dark lines, 
with a white space between them. The background is of large 
coarse lozenges, with a dark blotch in the centre of each lozenge. 
Few stamps vary so much in shade as the genuine ; the forgeries are 
invariably in a yellow-brown tint, very like one shade of the genuine. 

Postmarks. 
Gemtine. I have only seen the oval ring; with radiating lines, and 

v, and numeral in it, as before described. 
Forged. My specimens of the forgery are uncancelled. 

First Issue of 1868. Five Shillings, blue on yellow. 
Gemtine. 

Engraved in tfpargne, on yellow wove paper; ""'-~'"r'!:"~"""~ 
perforated 13, and watermarked with V and 
crown. The neck of the Queen is shaded all 
over. There is a neat coil of plaits at the back · 
of the head. 

Forged. 
Lithographed on primrose-yellow wove paper; 

no watermark ; perforated 13, in very small 
holes, very far apart. A large portion of the ,.... o.n..r....cw'-"'""'""~" 
neck is unshaded. The hair at the back of the head is gathered into 
a loose, shapeless lump. The whole stamp is usually much blurred 
in the impression. 

Second Issue of 1868. Five Shillings, blue and red, on white. 
Genuine. 

Engraved in tfpargne, on white wove paper ; perforated 12, and 
watermarked with V and crown. The tests are exactly the same as 
for the genuine five shillings above described; except that the name, 
value, and crown are printed in red, and the rest in blue. 

Forged. 
Lithographed on white wove paper; no watermark ; perforated 

12 or 12~, but so badly that it is almost impossible to gauge it. The 
tests are exactly the same as for the forged five shillings above 
described, except that it is printed in blue and red. 
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Postma•·ks. 

Genuine. Three thick straight lines top and bottom, curved lines 
at the sides, VICTORIA in the centre, in straight line. 

Forged. Three concentric circles, with numeral in the centre ; 
also an outlined transverse oval, containing thin bars across it, with 
numeral in the centre ; also an illegible blotch. 

VIRGIN ISLANDS. 
Issue of 1867. One Penny, green. 

Genuine. 

Engraved in epargne, on moderately stout, yellowish-white wove 
paper; perforated 12 and also 15. The horizontal lines of shading 
in the central oval are fine and close together, so that six occupy the 

space of one millimetre. These lines are not at all 
blotched together, except just at the bottom of the 
oval, beside the foot of the figure. The width or 
height of the upper label is just one and three­
quarter mi!limetres; and the letters in this label are 
one millimetre high. The width or height of the 
lower label is two millimetres; the letters in it being 
one millimetre high : thus the lower letters are not 

nearly so high as the label containing them. The right arm of the 
Virgin is very thin, and the thumb is not particularly long. The 
lily-stem in her left hand is tolerably distinct, the bottom part of 
the stem not extending more than a quarter of a millimetre below 
the hand. The cords which suspend the lamps are faint, and not to 
be seen at the first glance. 

Forged. 

Lithographed on poor, thin, very white paper ; perforated 13. The 
horizontal lines of shading in the central oval are coarse and blotched; 
and four nearly occupy the space of one millimetre. · The upper label 
is one and a half millimetres, and the letters in this label are slightly 
more than one millimetre hiah. The lower label is one and three­
quarter millimetres hi~h, and the lettering in this label is about one 
and a quarter millimetres high ; so that there is. ver'l.j little space 
between the letters and the top and bottom of the label. The right 
arm of the Virgin is quite as thick as the left, with a very abnor­
mally long thumb. The lily-stem in her left hand is hardly to be 
seen, though the flowers are pretty plain. The bottom part of the 
stem of the lilies extends for a full millimetre below the hand. The 
cords from which the lamps are suspended are clark, thick, and 
much too prominent. 
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Same Issue, Sixpence, carmine, rose. 
Genuine. 

Paper, engraving, and perforation the same as in the genuine one 
penny. The groundwork of the central rectangle is composed of 
very fine, but perfectly distinct wavy lines. There 
are thirteen fine transverse lines behind VIRGIN 
ISLANDS, and the same number behind SIXPENCE. ' 
Only one of the lamps touches the frame of the 
stamp on the right-halld side. The glory round the 
head of the Virgin is some little distance from the 
frame above it. The foot only just touches the 
bottom frame. 

Forged. 
Poorly lithographed on moderately stout, bluish-white wove paper; 

perforated 13. The groundwork of the central rectangle appears 
almost white; as the wavy lines are so indistinct, and so lightly 
coloured. There are only eleven fine transverse lines behind VIRGIN 
ISLANDS, and twelve behind SIXPENCE. The lamps are much darker 
and more prominent than in the genuine, and three of those on the 
right-hand side touch the frame to the right of them. The glory 
round the head of the Virgin touches the frame above the head. The 
foot touches, and even cuts through, the bottom frame. 

Second Issue of 1867. Fourpence, maroon, brown. 
Genuine. 

Engraved in tfpargne, on thick, tinted wove pal?er; perforated 15 . 
. There are fourteen very indistmct dots above the 
words FOUR PENCE, and the same number below. 
There are two still more indistinct dots between 
the two words, looking like a colon. The stars 
above the head are nicely drawn, and do not run 
into each other; the face is perfectly distinct, 
with a nice expression, and the neck is almost 
all white. The ornaments in the bottom corners 
are exactly alike in size, shape, and design. The 
pattern of the ground, outside the central circle, 
is composed of heraldic roses, very finely done, 

and joined together into a sort of network. The dots above and 
below the words VIRGIN I SLANDS are so extremely indistinct that I 
have not been able to count them with any certainty. 

Fwged. 
Lithographed on medium, tinted wove paper; perforated 12. 

There are fifteen very distinct white dots above the words FOUR 
PENCE, and the same number below them. The two dots between 
the words are equa:lly distinct. The stars above the head are too 
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large, and generally run into each other, more or less. The face is 
very poorly done ; there seems to be no chin at all, ancl the neck is 
almost all dark. The ornament in the left bottom corner is of a 
slightly different design from the one in the right bottom corner, and 
is smaller. The pattern of the ground, outside the central circle, is 
composed of large white dots, with a dark dot in the centre of each; 
and each of the said large dots is surrounded by eight smaller and 
more oblong white dots. There are twenty-two very distinct white 
dots above the words VIRGIN ISLANDS, and the same number below 
them. 

Same Issues. One Shilling, red and black. 
Genuine. 

Engraving, paper, perforation, &c., as before; but printed in two 
colours. The stamp exists with and without a broad red border round 
it. Both are found with the 15 perforation, but I believe the one 
with the red border does not exist with the 12 perforation. The I of 
ISLANDS leans over considerably to the left; and, if it were prolonged 

~ _ downwards, it would pass right through the face 
of the figure. The A of this word has its cross­
bar so very low clown that it looks almost like a 
triangle. The glory round the figure is very 
slight, and would hardly be noticed at a glance: 
it consists of white lines, radiating from the 
body-some above the head, some above the 
shoulders; but the principal part proceeding 
from the sides of the body, about level with 
the points of the long sleeves. There is a white 
line, enclosed by two black ones, going perpen­

dicularly clown the front of the bodice. If this line were prolonged 
downwards, it would pass almost exactly through the centre point or 
peak of the bodice at the waist. The pattern of the reel groundwork 
can be seen between the black lines of the figure, except in the centre 
of the body. The G of VIRGIN is the same shape as the G of 
SHILLING. 

First Forgery. 
This has the broad reel band round the stamp. Lithographed, on 

thick, white wove paper ; perforated 13. The I of ISLANDS is very 
nearly upright; and, if prolonged downwards, it would pass through 
the neck, but not the face, of the figure. The A of this word is 
merely an ordinary A. There are no radiating lines of glory round 
the figure, but merely a white space running all the way round, 
between the figure and the red background. The white line, between 
two black ones, which goes down the front of the bodice, would, if 
prolonged downwards, pass far to the right of the white peak at the 
bottom of the bodice. No portion of the reel background shows 
between the black lines of the figure anywhere. The G of VIRGIN 
is of a different shape ti:om that of SHILLING. 
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Second Forgery. 
This has only a red line round the stamp; at any rate, I have no 

copies with the broad red band. Lithographed on stout, very white 
wove paper ; badly perforated 12~. The I and A of ISLANDS _are the 
same as in the first forgery. The glory round the fignre 1s very 
much too prominent, and is equally strong all the way round, except 
at the top of the head. The line down the front of the bodice is 
exactly the same as in the first forgery. No part of the pattern of 
the red background can be seen between the black lines of the 
figure anywhere. The G of VIRGIN is not quite the same shape 
as the G of SHILLING. 

Postmarks. 
Gem<ine. None of my genuine specimens are cancelled. 
Fm·ged. A rectangle of small oblong dots ; also a similar rectangle 

of large square dots; also a circle, with lettering. 

WESTERN AUSTRALIA. 
Issue of 1860. One Penny, black. 

Gen1<ine. 
Engraved in taille-do1<ce, on thin, greyish-white wove paper, water­

marked with a swan; unperforated; also rouletted (1861). The w of 
WESTERN is cut off square at the bottom. There 
is a mark in the background, just before the P of 
POSTAGE, which looks like a w placed sidewise, 
with the commencement of another w ; and, after 
the E of POSTAGE, there is a mark like the masonic 
square and compass emblem, also placed sidewise. 
The first and last letters of AUSTRALIA are both 
very close to the outer horner. The background 
behind the swan is composed of fine, white en~ine-turned lines, cut 
out of a dark ground. The o of ONE is considerably nearer to the 
left side of the containing -label than the outer arm of the Y of 
PENNY is to the right-hand end of it. 

Forged. 
Lithographed on very white, and also on neutral-tinted paper, 

very thin and poor; unperforated. The colour of the impression is 
a much deeper black than that of the genuine. The w of WESTERN 
has both bottom ends sharply pointed. The word POSTAGE is on a 
solid label, without any white marks upon it. The first and last 
letters of AUSTRALIA are at some little distance from the border, but 
the first is nearer than the last. The background, behind the swan, 
is composed of black dots and scratches on a white ground. There 
is no watermark. The o of ONE is the same distance from the begin­
ning of the label as the arm of the Y is from the end of it. 
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Same Issue. 2d., vermilion; 6d., green. 

Genuine. 
Engraved in taille-douce, on very thin, yellowish-white wove paper, 

watermarked with a swan ; unperforated. The w of WESTERN has 
its bottom points cut off square, as before. The N of this word 
almost touches the border of the label. All the lettering is of equal 
thickness. The background, behind the swan, is composed of engine­
turned white lines, cut out of a coloured ground. 

Forged. 

Lithographed on rather thin, very hard, white wove paper; un­
perforated; no watermark. The w of WESTERN is sharply pointed 
at the bottom. The N of this word is at some little distance from 
the end of the containing label. The lettering of the word POSTAGE 
is decidedly thicker than the rest. The background, behind the swan, 
is composed of coloured clots and scratches, on a white ground. 

Issues of 1861-63. 1d., pale red, brick-red, carmine. 

Genuine. 
Engraved in taille-douce, on moderately stout, white wove paper ; 

watermarked with a swan, and perforated variously ; also (1863) 
without watermark, and perforated 12!. The tests for the genuine 
are exactly the same as for the one penny, black. 

Forged. 

Lithographed on thin, very white wove paper; no watermark ; un­
perforated. The tests are exactly the same as for the forged one 
penny, black. 

Same Issues. 2d., blue; 4d., vermilion, carmine; 6d., 
violet. 

Gent!ine. 
Engraved in taille-douce, on moderately stout, white wove paper; 

watermarked with a swan, and variously perforated ; also (1863) 
without watermark, and perforated 12! . The tests are exactly the 
same as for the genuine 2d. and 6d. of 1860. 

Forged. 

Lithographed on poor, rather thin, very white wove paper; no 
watermark ; unperforated, or badly perforated some uncountable 
gauge. The tests are exactly the same as for the forgeries of the 2<1. 
and 6d. of the 1860 issue. 
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Same Issues. One Shilling, green. 

Gem,ine. 
Engraved in taille-douce, on moderately stout, white wove paper; 

watermarked with a swan, and perforated variously; also (1864) 
without watermark, and perforated 12!. All the four labels are 
solid, without any white lines pehind the lettering. The w of 
WESTERN has its bottom points cut off square; but the first point is 
not quite so square as the second. All the lettering is very regular, 
and clearly and sharply cut. The first and last A of AUSTRALIA are 
very close to the ends of the label, almost touching them. The back­
grolmd, behind the swan, is composed of fine engine-turned white 
lines, cut out of a coloured ground. 

Forged. 
Poorly lithographed, on hard, rather thin, white wove paper; no 

watermark ; unperforated. There are several white patches and 
blotches in each of the four labels, especially between the P and o of 
POSTAGE. The W of WESTERN is rather like the genuine in this 
counterfeit; but all the lettering is very poorly done, the shapes of 
the letters bad, and their thickness varies. The first A of AUSTRALIA 
does not anything like touch the beginning of the label, and the last 
A is even further off the end of it. The background, behind the swan, 
is composed of coloured dots ancl scratches, on a white ground. This 
said background, in this forgery, is very poorly done; in the genuine 
ls. it is particularly fine in all my copies. 

Issue of 1865. ld., bistre. 
Genuine. 

Engraved in tcoille-douce, on thinnish, white wove paper; perfor­
ated 12!, and watermarked with a swan (rare), and also with Crown 
and CC. The tests for the genuine are exactly the same as for the 
one penny, black. 

Forged. 
Lithographed on rather thin, hard, white wove paper ; no water· 

mark ; unperforated. The tests for this are exactly the same as for 
the forged one penny, black. 

Same Issue. 2d., yellow, orange; 4d., rose, carmine; 
6d., lilac. 

Genuine. 
Engraved in tcoille-douce, on moderately thick, white wove paper; 

perforated 12!, and watermarked with a Crown and CC. The tests 
for these stamps are exactly the same as for the genuine 2d. and 
6d. of the 1861 issue. 
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F11rged. 
Lithographed on thin, poor, y-ellowish-white and very white paper; 

no watermark ; perforated 11 i· The tests for these forgeries are 
exactly the same as for the forged 2d. and 6d. of the 1861 issue. 

Same Issue. 1s., green. 
Genuine. 

Engraved in taille-d01tee, on moderately stout, white wove paper; 
watermarked with a Crown and CC, and perforated 12~. The tests 
for this stamp are exactly the same as for the genuine 1s. of the 
1862-64 issues. 

Forged. 
Lithographed on hard, rather thin, white wove paper ; no water­

mark ; unperforated. The tests for this stamp are exactly the same 
as for the forgery of the 1s. of 1862-64. 

Postmarks. 
Genuine. An unoutlined oval of thin, parallel lines, with a circle 

in the centre, and a large figure in the circle; also an oval, with four 
lines at the top and bottom, and two curved lines each side, enclosing 
numeral, or letter and numeral ; also a double circle, with lettering 
between the circles and in the centre. 

F11rged. Four concentric circles, with a blank centre ; also a good 
copy of the oval of parallel lines, with circle and numeral in the 
centre. 

The colours of the genuine and forged are very different ; I repro­
duce them here, so that the reader may see for himself: 

1860. ld., genuine, soft greyish-black ; forgery, deep black. 2d., 
genuine, vermilion ; forged, bright orange, reddish-orange. 6d., 
genuine, Prussian green ; forged, chalky apple-green. 1865. 1d., 
genuine, brown-bistre; forged, yellow-bistre. 2d., genuine, rich 
orange-yellow; forged, vermilion, bright orange. 4d., genuine, rich 
carmine, rose; forged, dull rose-pink; 6d., genuine, pale lilac to 
purple; forged, bright, very deep mauve. 1s., genuine, rich, dark, 
yellowish-green ; forged, dull, dirty Prussian green. 

WURTEMBURG. 

Issue of 1851. 1 :Kreuzer, black on buff. 

Gem<ine. 
Engraved in tfpargne, on colourecl wove paper. The stamp is 

twenty-two millimetres wide, and twenty-three millimetres high. 
The inscription up the left side is DEUTSCH-OESTR. POSTVEREIN., 
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with a slanting, double hyphen between the first two words, in the 
German fashion. The inscription down the left side is VERTRAG v. 
6. APRIL 1850. The letters of WURTTEMBERG are small, and equi­
distant from the top and bottom outlines of the containing-label; 
and the stop after the word is as far from the G as it is from the end 
of the label. The F of FREIMARKE has a tongue sticking out of the 
middle of its right side; and the K of that word is the usual small 
German K, which resembles our small "t," with an extra curved 
stroke to its head. This is difficult to explain, but will be instantly 
understood on seeing the letter in any German book. There is a 
little branch, with two bunches of grapes and three tendrils, to the 
left of the word FREIMAIIKE, and another similar branch to the right 
of that word, but pointing the other way. 

Forged. 

Lithographed, on thinnish, dark buff paper. The stamp is twenty­
three and three-quarter mi!limetres wide, and twenty-four and a half 
millimetres high. The inscription up the left side is DEUTSCH, 
OESTR. POSTVERERY., with a stop, instead of the double hyphen, 
between the first two words. The inscription down the right side is 
VERTRAG o. 6. APRIL 1850; with a very tiny stop after the o and the 
6, and none at all after the 1850. The letters of WURTTEMBERG are 
too large, and considerably nearer to the bottom than to the top of 
the containing-label; and the stop after the word is much nearer to 
the G than to the end of the label. The F of FREIMARKE has no 
tongue sticking out of the right side, so that it looks like a German 
J rather than the German F. The K of this word is a hybrid between 
a t and an l, but it is certainly not the German small K. The little 
branches to right and left of this word bear two curly tendrils and 
three curved ones on each, but· no bunches of grapes. 

Same Issue. 18 Kreuzer, black on violet. 

Gen/nine. 

Engraving and paper the same as in the 
I kreuzer just described. The tests are exactly 
the same as for the genuine 1 kreuzer, except 
that the bunches of grapes are not so easy to 
make out. The side-stroke of the 1 of 18 is very 
thin, and has a very decidedly concave shape. 

Forged. 

Tests the same as for the forged l kreuzer, except that the o after 
v ERTRAG has a large piece broken out of it to the left of the top. 
The oblique side-stroke to the l of 18 is very thick, and without 
any curve in it. 
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Postmarks. 
Genuine. Ten concentric circles, very close together, with name 

and date, &c., inside the inner circle ; also a single circle, similarly 
inscribed ; also two concentric circles, with name between the 
circles, and date in the centre. These are struck both in black and 
in blue. 

Forged. My counterfeits are all uncancelled. 

NOTE.-I have seen no forgeries of the other values of this set ; 
but, to aid in their detection shoulcl they exist, I ought to say that, 
though the micldle varies for each value, the frames, inscriptions, and 
vine-branches are the same for all the values, as nearly as possible; 
so that the tests given above will be sufficient for any other forgeries. 

This issue has been reprinted, with some of the dies touchecl up. 
I do not possess any of these " touchecl-up " or re-macle reprints, but 
should be inclined to call them by a harsher name. 

I have seen no forgeries of the later issues. 

THE END, 
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APPENDIX. 

CORDOBA. 

The forgeries now to be described have deceived some of our 
first dealers and amateurs. They hail from Saxony, and I 
understand that they are the production of Mr. Senf. 

5 Centavos, blue; 1860. 
Genuine. 

Lithographed, in various shades of more or less 
pale, chalky blue, on moderately stout, rough laid 
paper, and also on plain wove paper; the latter 
being rare ; indeed, I have not yet seen them on 
wove, though I know that they exist. The letters 
of CORDOBA are thick, almost as thick as those of 
CEN, but smaller. One type of the 5c. has a stop 
after CEN. The backgrotmd, behind the top of the 
castle, is filled with horizontal lines of shading in 
short dashes, the shading on the left being darker than that on the 
right. The white platform upon which the three little turrets 
stand is shaded with short vertical lines almost the whole way 
across. The central oval is surrounded by a sort of chain-pattern, 
with square, white links, each link having a dark line through it ; 
but one of the links, above and after the N of CEN, is smaller than 
the rest, and has no coloured line through it. The head of the 5 
almost touches the chain-pattern in lightly-printed copies, and in 
heavily-printed ones it does touch it. The upper three pearls on the 
left-hand side of the stamp are shaded alike, each of them bearing a 
single, thick curved line, like a sort of crescent standing on its end ; 
all the other pearls on the left-hand side have two similar lines, 
joined at the bottom, making a sort of curved v. The upper two 
pearls on the right-hand side have a sort of crescent, \vith a peak in 
the middle of the hollow part, as well as at each end ; all the other 
pearls on the right-hand side have the curved v. The door of the 
castle is very darkly shaded, being almost the darkest part of the 
stamp. 

Forged. 
Very much better done than the genuine. Typographed, in 

greenish-blue, on smooth wove paper, very hard. The letters of 
CORDOBA are thinner than those of CEN, and much clearer than in 

stampsmarter.com 



560 ALBUM WEEDS. 

the genuine. There is never any stop after CEN. The background, 
behind the top of the castle, has hardly the faintest trace of the 
horizontal lines of shading. The white platform at the top of the 
castle, on which the three little turrets stand, has only one vertical 
line of shading, and the commencement of two or three others; all 
the rest of the platform being quite white. The square white links 
of the chain-pattern are all alike ; the one above the end of the N of 
CEN being just like all the others, and having the coloured line 
through it. The head of the 5 is at a good distance from the chain­
pattern. The whole of the pearls on the left-hand side are shaded 
alike, with the curved v. All the pearls on the riaht-hand side also 
hear the curved v, except the lowest two, which have a u instead. 
The door of the castle is lightly shaded ; but it has a dark outline. 

10 Centavos, black. 

Gen"ine. 
I have not been able to obtain any specimens of the genuine lOc. 

for inspection ; but I believe that it varies slightly in type from the 
genuine 5c., and is lithographed on laid paper, and sometimes on 
wove, as before. 

Forged. 

Typographed, like the forged 5c., on the same smooth, hard wove 
paper. The colour is very different from that of the genuine; being 
a sort of greyish-brown, instead of black. The groundwork, behind 
the top of the castle, shows the horizontal lines of shading, like the 
genuine 5c. With this exception, this forgery is exactly the same as 
the forged 5c. described above, being evidently transferred from the 
san1e original design. 

Bog11s Starnps. 

These are the 15c., violet ; 25c., orange; 50c., green; and 1 peso, 
rose-carmine. It will be seen that I have included the 15c. here as 
a bogus value ; hut, though it has been catalogued for a long time, 
nobody has ever seen it, so I think it probable that it was never 
issued. 

All the values above-mentioned are eccactly like the forged 5c. in 
every particular, except that some of them show more of the hori­
zontal lines of shading behind the top of the castle. As none of 
these values are to he found in the genuine set, I need say no more 
a'bout them. 

Postrn"rks. 
I have never seen a postmarked copy of the genuine, though a 

great many specimens have passed through my hands lately. The 
forgeries, also, are uncancelled ; the bogus stamps ditto. 

London: Stanley, Gibbons, ~S· Co., 8, Gower Street. W. C. 
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STANL~Y, GIBBONS, & CO.'S 

~HIL~~ELICA.L ~UBLICATIONS . 
. A HIGH-CLASS MONTHLY ILLUSTRATED MAGAZINE1 

~{Jt ~{)tlattltt ltttotlJ: 
THE ORGAN OF" THE PHILATELIC SOCIETY OF LONDON. 

IN addition to full reports of all Novelties. most of which are first described 
in this Journal, subscribers will find elaborate and exhaustive papers on 
Stamps, Post Cards, &c., by the leading Philatelists of the day. 

A most important feature in this periodical is the monthly reports of 
the proceedings of the Philatelic Society, including all the accurate and 
detailed lists drawn up by the Society. 

A specially prepared Photograph of some eminent Philatelist is issued 
with the last number of each Volume, to be bound as a frontispiece to it.­

The earliest information on all matters of interest to Subscribers, includ­
ing descriptions of new or dangerous forgeries, may be relied on. 

Queries addressed to the Publishers up to the 15th will be answered in 
the Magazine for the same month. 

SUBSCRIPTION. 
Sent po~t-free, for 3 /6 per annum, to Great Britain, the United States, Canada, Egypt, 

the whole of Europe, Malta, Madeira.., -Azores, Persia, &c. &c . .. Single copies, 4d. each. 
4 /- per annum to Australia, British Guiana, Argentine Republic, St. Thomas and 

Danish Colonies, all French, Dutch, Spanish, South African, and Portuguese Colonies, 
Mexico, Mauritius, Peru, Brazil, Hayti, Paraguay, Granada Confederation, Chili, Ecuador, 
West Coast of Africa, Salvador, Uruguay, Venezuela., and most of the West India Isla.nds, 
&c. &c. Single copies, 4d. each. 

4/6 per annum to Ceylon, China, Indie., Japan, &c. 
5 /· per annum . to the Hawaiian I slands. 
Back numbers from September, 1881, inclusive, to the present date, are s~ill in stock, 

and may be obtained on application. 
The yearly subscription can commence at any time. 

JUST PUBl-ISHED. 

'ALBUM WEEDS·' 
OR, ' 

HOW TO DETECT FORGED STAMPS, 
By the Rev. R. B. EAREE. 

AN exhaustive work of reference for the Philatelist, invaluable alike to the Novice, or the 
more experienced Collector. The whole of the matter in this Work has been entirely re. 
written, and descriptions of all the most recent forgeries included. 

Crown Svo, appropriately designed cover, a.nd bound in cloth gilt, 7/6; post-free, 8/2. 

STANLEY, G.IBBONS, & Co., Philatelical Publishers, 
'.. ' 6, GOWER STREET, LONDON, W.O. '. . -
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Fourth edition, in two volumes, entirely revised, corrected, and brought up to 1881. 

!'RICES OF THE FOURTH EDITION (SECURELY l'ACKED): 

No. 5.-Crown 4to, on extra stout paper, strongly bound in embossed cloth, 
gilt lettering, sprinkled edges. The two volumes, 12/6; post-free, 14/6. . 

No. 6.--Crown 4to, on extra stout paper, superior embossed cloth, orna­
mental gilt lettering and border. The two volumes, 15/-; post-free, 17/-. 

No. 7.-Crown 4to, on extra stout paper, handsomely bound, with gilt 
lettering and ornaments, bevelled boards, gilt edges, and patent clasp. The two 
volumes, 17/6; post-free, 19/6. 

No. 8.-Crown 4to, on superior quality paper, handsomely bound, extra 
gilt, bevelled boards, gilt edges and patent clasp. The two volumes, 20/- ; post-free, 22/6. 

No. 9.-Crown 4to, on superior quality paper, handsomely bound iu 
morocco relief, gilt edges, two patent clasps. The two volumes, 30/-; post-free, 32/6. 

No. 10.-Crown 4to, on superior quality paper, magnificently bound in 
morocco, extra, full gilt backs and sides, gilt edges, two patent clasps. The two 
volumes, 50/-; post-free, 52/6. 

THE SUPPLEMENTS 
To the Third Edition of the Imperial Postage Stamp Album. 

THESE works form a complete continuation to the Third Edition of the Imperial Postage 
Stamp Album. They are arranged on an identical plan, and have been prepared to enable 
purchasers to include in their collections, in thorough order, the many new issues from 
time to time occurring. Many interesting notes, full of new and valuable information to 
Collectors, will be found included in these publications, and the Illustrations are most 
numerous and elaborate. 

THE FIRST SUPPLEMENT 
COMPRISING ALL IsSUES FROM 0CTOBER1 1875, TO AUGUST, 1877. 

No. 5.-For No. 5 Album. Embossed cloth, gilt lettering, 4/6; post-free, 5/-. 
No. 6.-For No.6 and 7 Albums. Handsomely bound, with gilt edges, 5/6; post-free, 6f-. 
No. 7.-For No.8 Album. Extra gilt, bevelled boards, 6/6; post-free, 7/-. 
No. 8.-For No.9 or 10 Albums. Morocco relief, gilt edges, &c., 9/-; post-free, 9/6. 

THE SECOND SUPPLEMENT 
CoMPRisiNG ALL IssuEs FROM AuGuST, 1877, TO MAY, 1879. 

No. 9.-For No. 5 Album. Embossed cloth, gilt lettering, 4/6; post-free, 5/-. 
No. 10.-ForNo. 6 and 7 Albums. Handsomely bound, with gilt edges, 5/6; post-free, 6/-. 
No. 11.-For No.8 Album. Extra gilt, bevelled boards, 6/6; post-free, 7/-. 
No. 12.-For No.9 or 10 Albums. Morocco relief, gilt edges, &c., 9/-; post-free, 9/6. 

THE THIRD SUPPLEMENT 
COMPRISING ALL ISSUES FROM MAT 1 1879, TO 0CTOBKR1 1880. 

No. 13.-For No.5 Album. Embossed cloth, gilt lettering, 4/6; post-free, 5/2. 
No. 14.-For No. 6 and 7 Albums. Handsomely bound, with gilt edges, 5/6; post-free, 6/2. 
No. 15.-For No.8 Album. Extra gilt, bevelled boards, 6/6; post-free, 7/2. 
No. 16.-For No.9 or 10 Albums. :Morocco relief, gilt edges, &c., 9/-; post-free, 9/8. 

The SUPPLEMENT to the SECOND EDITION ~.~~.~~~\~·tE~~;u;~~· :.:':. i~h~i; 
collections in any previous edition to that of the third or the V. R. Album. It is also 
admirably suited as a continuation to other published Albums that have become 
obsolete, from want of space for the constantly occurring new issues. Prices and styles 
of Binding the same as above. The number should be given in ordering Supplements 
and Albums to prevent mistakes. 

-----
STANLEY, GIBBONS, & Co., Philatelical Publishers, 

8, GOWER STREET, LONDON, W.O. 
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NEW EDITIONS NOW READY 

~yt ~mprobtb inst~gt £tamp ~(hums. 
No. 1.-Small oblong, neatly bound in embossed cloth, with spaces for 

over 1,200 varieties, gilt lettered, sprinkled edges, l /6; post-free, 1/9. 
No. 2.-Royal 8vo, oblong, extra cloth, gilt lettered, sprinkled edges, 3/-; 

post-free, 3/6. 
No. 3.-Royal 8vo, oblong, cloth, with extra gilt lettering, illustrated 

Frontispiece, and descriptive Catalogue of more than 3,000 varieties of Postage 
Stamps, 4/-; post-free, 4/6. 

No. 4 .-Royal Svo, oblong, handsomely designed cover, and bound in extra 
gilt cloth, with gilt edges and clasp, illustrated Frontispiece, and a guide to the 
collection of more than 3,000 varieties, 5/- ; post-free, 5/6. 

The PHILATELICAL ALBUM for advanced Collectors. A Blank Album 
manufactured expressly for the purpose. Adaptable for the most complete collection 
possible. PRICE Two GUINEAS, CARRIAGE EXTRA. 

The Third Edition of Stanley, Gibbons, & Co.'s 

iriu ~atalrrgm rrf '~Jasta:gt £tamps. 
GREAT pains has been bestowed on this Edition to render it even more complete than the 
last. Many of the countries have been entirely rearranged, specially among which may 
be named Turkey, Cashmere, Portuguese Indies, Greece, etc. etc. Every known stamp is 
included, together with all the numerous new issues, and in numberless instances the 
prices will be found much reduced. 

The APPENDIX has had added to it a large number of New Illustrations, many of 
them specially engraved, and all with reference numbers corresponding with the Catalogue. 
The price of this work has been advanced, consequent on the great increase in its cost. 

To Great Britain, 
fo":urope, United To other Countries 
Statl's, Canada, comprised in \be PRICE POST FREE. 
and Egypt. Postal Union. 

The Price Catalogue 6d. 9d. 
The Apptndix: . 1/- 1/3 
The Two Bound Together . . . 1/6 2/-
Handsome gilt cloth reading covers, fitted} 

with elastic band, and adaptable to this 1/2 1/4 
or any future Edition, price 1/- each; or 

T o Countries not 
comprised in the 
Postal Union. 

1/-
1/9 
2j9 

1/6 

~gt £tamp ~rrlltdrrr' s ~ anb ~nnk. 
Bv E. L. PEMBERTON. 

350 pages, Crown 8vo, embellished with over 900 Illustrations. 
THE Second Edition of this valuable Work is now ready. It has been entirely revised, 
greatly enlarged, a~d contains a detailed description of every Stamp issued to the present 
time, with interestmg notes on all Philatelical subjects, and is full of useful information 
to collectors. 

No. 1.-Crown 8vo, appropriately designed cover, and bound in cloth gilt, 
5/-; post-free, 5/6 (abroad, 6/- ). 

No. 2.-Demy 8vo, on fine toned paper, handsomely bound, 10/ - ; post-free, 
10/6 (abroad, 11/-). 

U"" The rates of posta_qe named refer to Great Britain, the whole of Europe, Malta, the 
Uniterl States, and Canada. For other Countries 6ee fllustrated Prospectul, 1ent 
pod-free on application. 

STANLEY, GIBBONS, & Co., Philatelical Publishers, 
8, GOWER STREET, LONDON, W .C. 
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SHEETS OF POSTAGE STAMPS, 
U. S. DEPARTMENT STAMPS, 

ll\Uuuian ILocalz, or ll\ebenue anti :~Sill ~tampz, 
Sent on approval on receipt of Postage and full Addreas. 

IF RARE SELECTIONS ARE REQUIRED, TWOPENCE EXTRA SHOULD :BE 
SENT FOR REGISTRATION. 

Special attention is given to the sale of extreme rarities, StANLEY, 
GtBBONB, & Co. having always on hand many very valuable Stamps, which 
they can offer at reasonable prices. They are a.lso open to buy, for immeda'ate"~ 
cash, or exchange, any quantity of rare Stamps. 

NOW RE.diJY. 

THE COLONIAL FOREIGN STAMP 

ExcHANGE CIRCULAR. 
ENLARGED TO EIGHT PAGES. POST-FREE, ld. 

THE 

DUPLICATE POSTAGE STAMP ALBUM 
A CONVENIENT MEANS OF KEEPING AND REFERRING TO THEIR 

DUPLICATE STAMPS. 

No. 11.-Embossed cloth, gilt lettering, 3/6; post·free, 3/9. 
No. 12.-Fre'nch ni.orocco, gilt lettering, 5/6; post-free, 5f9. 

JUST Pl:BLISHED. 

A NEW ILLUSTRATED 

~ro~uigu clbnuw & ~w£~t 1rru1~,£dM~, 
TWELVE PAGES, CROWN 4T01 

Containing a variety of information valuable to Collectors, with detailed particulars of our 
celebrated Stamp and Crest' Albums, also· of nearly three hundred different Packets and 
Oheap Sets of Stamps, including ~seal or Revenue St-amps, Interpostal Egyptian, and 
Wa.r Envelopes, also Crest and Rehel Scrap Packets. 

Sent to any Address Post.free on appJ.ication. 

STANLEY, GIBBONS, & Co., Philatelical Publishers, 
8, GOWER STREET, LONDON, W.O. 
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