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NOTE. 

This book contains sections of the Postal LaW!! and 
Regulations amended to date (together with general in· 
etructions) applicable to the Rural Mail Service. Each 
carrier will be furnished with a copy, which mW!t be 
taken with him while on the 1!61'Vice of his route. 

Much of the matter in this revised edition of the Manual 
ill new and carrier~~ will be required to familiarize them· 
~~elvee thoroughly with theee regulations and to correct 
their books as amendmen1l5 to the regulations appear in 
the Monthly Supplements to the Official POI!tal Guide. 

The Postal Laws are printed in small type and the reg­
ulations in large type. General i.ntrtructions appearing 
herein which are not part of the POI!tal Laws and Regula­
tions are printed in italics. 

A regulation has all the force of law when not in conflict 
with a statute. 

This book ill the property of the Post Office Department 
and should be surrendered by the carrier at the expira­
tion of his term of service. 

H. H. BILLANY, 

Fourth Aamtant Poatm.<l8ter Gemral. 
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POSTAL LAWS, REGULATIONS, AND INSTRUcriONS 
APPUCABLE TO THE RURAL MAIL SERVICE. 

Sec. 8. :R.eplatlo:u.-The head of each department Is authorized to 
pn!SCribe regulations, not 1nconslstent with law, for the government or 
his department, the conduct orlts o1llcers and clerks, the distribution 
and performance oUts bos!Dees, and the custody, use, and ~tlon 
of the records, papers, and property appertaining to it. 

2. All regulations or amendments thereof shfl.ll be pro­
mulgated by the Poetmaater General and duly entered 
of record in the journal. 

* * * .• * 
Sec. 14. O:fll.ce of the l!'ourthAaaistantPoatmaaterGen-

eral.-To the Fourth Assistant Postmaster General are 
assigned the general supervision of the rural mail service, 
including rural-delivery routee, star routee (except in 
Alaska); the custody and distribution of supplies for the 
postal service; general supervision of the IIUI.il-bag repair 
shops, mail-bag storehouse, and the mail-lock shop; the 
manufacture and re'Pf.ir of mail bags, locks, keys, and key 
chains; the IIUI.king, printing, and distribution of post­
route and rural-delivery IIUI.ps, and the IIUI.king and print­
ing of parcel-post IIUI.ps. 

* * * * * 
3. The Division of Rural Mails, under the supervision 

of the Superintendent Division of Rural Mails, is charged 
with the consideration of all IIUI.tters pertaining to the 
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6 POSTAL LAWS AND BEOULATIONS. 

rural-delivery service and the service on star routes (ex­
cept in Alal!ka); the appointment aDd discipline of rUlal 
carriers; the. preparation of advertisements inviting p:ro- ' 
posals for service on such star routes, the drafting of ordem 

1 

awarding service, a»d the preparation of contracts therefor; ' 
the examination of monthly and special reports of poet­
masters as to the performance of service, and the prepa­
ration of orders making deductions aDd imposing fines for 
nonperforma»ce of service and other delinquencies on the 
part of contractors and carriers; and the preparation of 
monthly statements to the Auditor for the Post Office 
Department of the amounts found upon administrative 
examination . to be due contractors for the performance 
of such star-route service. 

* * * * * Sec. Ia. That henatter tl/.e Poatlna.ner .General shall have au thO!' 
lty to employ acting employees in place of all employees or substitutes 
hereinafter mentioned (railway postal clerk, substitute r~ilway postal 
clerk, supervisory otllclal of the Railway Mail Service, post-otllce inspec­
tor,letter carrier in the City Delivery Service, ruralletter carrier, post. 
otllce clerk, or special-delivery messenger) who are injured while on 
duty, who shall be granted leave of absence with full pay during the 
period of disability, but not exceeding one year, then at the rate of 50 
per cent of the employees' salary for the period of disability exceMing 
one year, but not exceeding 12 months additional. • • • P1'ov~Ud, 
That no compensation shall be paid any such employee for any Injury 
oocasloned by his own negligence. (Act of Mar. 9, 1914.) 

2. Whenever aD employee specified in paragraph 1 of 
this section is injured while on duty, the division super­
intendent, Railway Mail Service, inspector in charge, or 
postmaster, as the case may be, shall immediately report 
to the department the fact of such injury aDd the circum­
stances connected with it so far as he may be advised, and 
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Btl'BAL .MAIL SEBVICE. 7 

if necessary may employ a subetitute to take the place 
of the injured employee. 

The injured employee may apply to the department 
through the regular official channels for leave of absence 
with pay on account of such injury for a period not exceed· 
ing SO days from the date of the injury, and shall furnish 
in support of hia application a. certificate of hia attending 
physician or surgeon, sworn to before an officer authorized 
to administer oaths, who has an official seal, setting forth 
the nature and extent of hia disability and the probable 
duration of the eame; and such further evidence as to 
the character of the disability as may be necessary shall 
be furniahed. The injured employee shall include in 
hia application a sworn statement of the facts as to how 
the injury occurred and whether or not it was occasioned 
by hia own negligence. He may also be required to 
undergo an examination at hia own expense by a physician 
or surgeon designated by the supervisory officer or the 
department. 

S. The division superintendent, Railway Mail Service, 
inspector in charge, or postmaster, as the ca3e may be, 
shall forward, with hia recommendation, a full report of 
the facts, and the application of the injured employee 
supported by the certificate of hia physician or surgeon, 
together with such affidavits or statements as he (the 
supervisory officer) may have been able to obtain with 
respect to the accident, to the chief of the bureau or office 
having jurisdiction of the service under which the injured 
employee comes, who, if satisfied that the injury was not 
occasioned-by the employee's own negligence _and other­
wise the facts warrant, may grant leave of absence with 
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8 .I'OSTAL LAWS AND REGULATIONS. 

pay to the injured employee for a period not exceeding 
30 days, and appoint the substitute as an acting employee 
for not exceeding the 30-day period at a rate of compensa­
tion equal to the amount which he (the acting employee) 
would receive as the substitute for the injured employee 
if the injured employee was on leave of absence without 
pay, from any funds appropriated for the employment of 
acting employees in place of employees granted leave 
of absence with pay on account of injuriee received while 
on duty. 

4. If it isapparent that the disability will extend beyond 
30 days from the date of the injury, the injured employee 
may apply to the department for leave of absence with 
pay for additional periods of not exceeding 30 days at a 
time. In such casee the procedure outlined in paragraph 
3 of this section shall be followed, excepting that the 
chief of the bureau or office having supervision of the 
service under which the employee comes shall forward the 
application for additional leave, accompanied with a new 
sworn certificate of physician or surgeon, and if deemed 
necessary a certificate obtained at his own expense from a 
physician or surgeon designated by the supervisory officer 
or the department, together with all papers in the case, 
with his recommendation, to the Solicitor for the Post 
Office Department for examination and report as to whether 
or not, in his opinion, the evidence warrants the approval 
of the application for leave of absence with pay, and who, 
in tum, shall forward the application, with his recom­
mendation, to the Postmaster General for final action. 

5. In case the injury is found to be of a character that 
will disqualify the injured employee from further duty 
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BUBAL MAIL BEBVICE. 9 

in the position which he held when injured or from other 
duty to which he might otherwise be assigned, or in other 
exceptional cases which have been p&BBed upon by the 
Solicitor for the Poet Office Department any of the provi­
sions of these regulations may be waived by the Post­
master General and leave of absence with pay granted 
and an acting employee appointed for all or any part of 
the full period provided for by law. 

NOTE.-Tbe act of March 9.!_1_9_~~1 '!pon wblcb section 5a 18 based, 18 
construed not to appl;v. to ~elivery m-..gers employed to 
deliver ~elivery letters at so much apiece. Tbls act can only 
apply to IIUCh speclaMiellvery m~ers as may be employed on n 
&alilry basis. 

• • • • • 
Bee. 11. B.emonl from claullled Mn1ce.-No person In the class! 

!led clvU service of the United Btatea sball be removed therefrom except­
forsuchcause as will promote the emclency ofaaid service and for reasons 
given In wrttlng, and the person whose removal Is sought sball have 
notice of the same and of any charges preferred against him, and be fur­
nl8bed with a copy thereof, and a.IBo be allowed a reasonable time for 
personally answering the same In writing; and affidavits In support 
thereof; but no examination of witnesses nor any trial or bearing shall 
be required except In the discretion of the omcer making the removal; 
and copies of charges, notice of bearing, answer, reasons for removal, and 
oftbe order of removal sball be made a part or the records of the proper 
department or omce, as sball also the reasons for reduction In rank or 
compensBtlon; and oopies of the same shall be furnished to the person 
alrected upon request, and the ClvU Service Commlsl!lon alsosball, upon 
request, be furnished copies of the same: Provided, llowever, That mem­
bership In any society, assoclstlon, club. or other form of orgenlzatlon 
of postal employees not amiisted with any outside organization Imposing 
an obligation or duty upon them to engage In any strike, or proposing 
to 8II8IBt them In any strike, against the United Stntcs, having for ita 
!objects, among other things, Improvements In the condition of labor Of 
ts members, Including hours of labor and compensation therefor and 
leave ofabeence, by any peraon or groups ofpersonslnsal.d postal service 
or the preaentlng by any such person or groups of persons of any griev-
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10 POSTAL LAWS AND REGULATIONS. 

ance or gr!evancee to the Congress or any Member thereof shall not con­
stitute or be cause for reduction in rank or compensation or removal of 
such person or groups of persons from said service. The right of per80IUI 
employed in the civil service of the United States, either individually 
or collect! vely, to petition Congress, or any llember thereof, or to turnl8h 
Information to either House of Congress, or to any committes or member 
thereof, shall not be denied or Interfered with. 

Sec. 88. Post-o11lce inspectors.-Poet-office inspectors 
are the special repreeentativee of the PoetiiUIIlter General. 
They are charged with the investigation of poet offices and 
all matters connected with the poetal eervice, and with 
keeping the department advieed 8B to the condition and 
neede of the service. Alleged violations of law are to be 
investigated and reported upon by them, and they will, 
when neceseary, aid in the proeecution of all crimmal 
offensee. 

2. Poetmaeters, clerke, employees, contractors, and 
others connected with the poetal eervice are subordinate 
to poet-office inspectors when acting within the scope of 
tht.ir duty and employment. But no arbitrary power ie 
hereby conferred upon them. They are not to interfere 
with any officer or employee who ie in the proper dis­
charge of hie duty further than to examine hie methods, 
system, and accounts, or any complaints which may be 
made against him. Nor are they to inferfere with the 
mails or the transportation thereof, except as expreeely 
authorized by law, and as permitted by the regulations. 

3. Inspectors are empowered to open pouches and eacka 
and examine the mails therein and are authorized to enter 
~md inspect poet officee at all times. 

* * * * * 
Sec. 168. Omlulon to take oath.-Every person employed in the 

postal eenloe shall be subject to all penalties and forfelturea for the 
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BUBAL MAIL BEBVICE. 11 

violation or the laws relating to such service, whether he hal &abm the 
oath or o111ce or not. 
~sec. 29, as to removala from classUied S«Vlce. 
Beo. 151.-That unlees otherwf,<!e specially authorized by law, no 

money appropriated by thl8 or any other act shall be available for pay­
ment to any parson receiving more than one salary when the combined 
amount or !laid salaries exceoda the sum or S2,000 per annum, but thl8 
shall not apply to retired ofllcer8 or enlisted. men o! the Army, Navy, 
Marine Corps, or Coast Guard, or to officers and enllated men or the 
Org&nUed Militia and Naval :Milltla In the several Stetes, Territories, 
and the Dl8trict o! Columbia. (.4-et ot llay 10, 11116, 311 SQ>t. 1.3); act ot 
A113. 29, 1916,311 Stet. 682.) 

Po.tmmt61 1hould not, even in an emergency, employ a 
rural carrier to Berve more than one route when the combined 
ll4lariu excud the rate of $B,OOO per annum. 

Bee. 183. Politloa1CODtrlbatlou.-No Senator or Representetlveln 
or Delegate or Resident Commlsoloner to, CongreM, or Senator, Repr&­
lllmtatlve, Delegste, or Resident Commlsoloner elect, or officer or em­
ployee of either Houae o!Congrees, and no executive, judlelal, mllltery, 
or naval officer o! the United Stetes, and no clerk or employee or any 
department, branch, or bureau or the executive, judlclal, or mllltery or 
mval oervlce or the United Stetes, ohall directly or Indirectly solicit or 
reoeive, or be In any manner ooncerned In soliciting or receiving, any 
-nt, subscription, or oontrlbutlon for any political purpoee whet­
ever, from any officer, clerk, or employee o! the United Stetes, or any 
dllpartment, branch, or bureau thereof, or from any penoon receiving any 
salary or oompensatlon from moneye derived from · the Treasury of the 
United Stetes. (See eee. 167.) 

8eo. 114- No person shall, ln any room or bnlldlng occupied ln the dls­
cbarge o! officlal duties by any ollleer or employee of the United States 
mentioned In the preoedlng section (oec. 163, P. L. and R.), or In any 
Davy yard, fort, or 111111lnal, solloltln any manner whatever or receive any 
oontrfbutlon or money or other thing or value for any political purpoee 
whatever. (Seeaec.167.) 

!leo. 115. No officer, clerk, or other person ln the service of tho t.'nlted 
8tetes ohall, dln!otly or!Ddlrectly, give or hand over to any other officer, 
clerk, or person In the ~ervlce or the United Steteo, or to any SeDator or 
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12 POSTAL LAWS AND REGULATIONS, 

Kember of or Delegate to Congress, or Resident CoDUD.laoloner, any 
money or other valuable thing on aocount of or to be1applled to the pro­
motion of any political objoot whatever. (SeA sec. 167.) 

Sec. 1M. ImmuDity from o11lcl&l prosarlption.-No o11loer or em­
ployee of the United Stetes mentioned In section one hundred and eight­
een (sec. 163, P. L. and R.) lhall di8charge, or promote, or degrade, or 
1n any manner change the o11lclal rank or compen.setlon of any other 
o11loer or employee, or promise or threaten so to do, for giving or with­
holding or neglecting to make any contribution of money or other valu­
able thing for any political purpose. (Bee sec. 167.) 

Sec. 187. l'1mllllm.eDt for nolatlou.-Whoever lhall violate any 
provlslon of the four preceding sections (11008. 163, 164, 165, and 166, P. L. 
and R.) lhall be lined not more than tlve thousand dollarl, or Imprisoned 
not more than throe years, or both. , 

Bee. ln. Glfti.-No oftloer, clerk, or employee In tile United States 
Government employ lhall at any time aollclt contributions from other 
o11loen, olerka, or employees In the Government service for a gift or 
present to thoee In a superior o11lclal position; nor lhall any such om. 
olale or clerical superiors receive any gift or present otrered or p.-nted 
to them 88 a contribution from persons In Government employ receiving 
a le111 l8iary than themselves; nor lhall any o11loer or clerk make any 
donation 88 a gift or preoent to any o11lclalsuperlor. Every person who 
violates thla section lhall be aummarfly d.llcharpd from the Government 
employ. 

2. Whoever, being an o11loer of the United States, or a person act1ng 
for or on behalt of the United States, In any o11lolal capacity, under or 
by virtue of the authority of any department or o1llol of the Govern­
ment thereof; or whoever, being an oftloer or person acting for or on 
behalt of either House or Congrses, or of any committee of either House, 
or of both HoUIOI thereof, lhall88k, aooept, or reoelve any money, or any 
contract, promise, undertaking, obligation, gratuity, or aecority for the 
payment or money, or for the delivery or conveyance of anything of value, 
with intent to have hls decision or action on any question, matter, canee, 
or proceeding which may at any time be pending, or which may by law 
be brought before him In hlB official capacity, or In hlB plaoe of trust or 
profit, lnlluenoed thereby, lhall be lined not more than three times the 
amount of money or value of the thing ao asked, aooepted, or received, 
and lmprlaoned not more than throe years; and ahall, moreover forfeit 
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BUBAL lUlL SEBVICE. 13 

!do oftloe or place aDd thereatter be forever dlllquall11ed from holding IUIT 
oftloe ofbouor, trust, or prollt under the Government of the Unlted State&. 

Sec.l89. :Emplo:reulnteruted In mall contract..-Whoever, being 
a person employed In the postal service, shall become Interested In any 
contract for carrying the mail, or act as agent, with or without compen­
ll&tlon, for any contractor or person offering to become a contractor in any 
bualness before the department, sball be Immediately dlsml.slled from 
oftloe, and sball be llned not more than llve thousand dollars, or lmprl&­
oned not more than one year, or both. 

Pnlv14«1 • • • That, In the dlscretlon of the POlltmaster General, 
poetmuters, asslltant poltma8ters, and alerlal at post oftlcas of the third 
and fourth classes may enter Into contract& for the performance of mail­
~geraervices, • • • Provl4«! • • • That the total amount 
payable under such contract to any postmaster, assistant postmaster 
oralerksball not exceed S3001n any one year. (Act or July 28,1916.) 

Sec. 170. bploJ- forbiddeR to recelft feel froJil pubUc.-No 
per11011employedln the postal~cesball receive any feea or perqolalte8 
on account of the dutlea to be performed by virtue or his appointment. 

Sec. 171. Conduct of postal employees.-Employees in 
the postal BerVice shall not borrow money or contract debts 
which they have no reuonable prospect of being able to 
pay. They are expected to pay their JUBt debts, but the 
department will not participate in the collection of debts 
of elllployees. They shall not solicit nor accept from 
patrons of the aervice, in person or through others, contri­
butions of money; neither shall they solicit in person or 
through others, gifts, presents, advertisements, or benefits; 
issue addresseB, complimentary tickets, prints, publica­
tioDII or any BUbstitute therefor intended or calculated to 
induce the public to make them gifts or presents; die­
tribute, offer for sale, or collect the proceeds of the sale 
of tickets for theaters, concerts, balls, fairs, picnics, ex­
cursions, or places of amusement or: entertainments of 
any kind, issue for profit souvenirs or postal handbooks 
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14 POSTAL LAWS AND REGULATIONS. 

to secure the patronage of the public; compile city direc­
tories for public use or &BSiet publishers in compiling the 
same; nor request publishers to send free copies thereof 
to them, nor accept any money or gratuity arising from 
the publication of such directories. 

The preceding paragraphs shall not be interpreted u 
prohibiting the solicitation of the purchase of Govern­
ment securities of any character, or the collection of 
moneys in payment of such securities, under instructions 
of the department. 

Sec. 17li. Loss of or ciaJnMe to Government property.-
1. Whenever Government property of any kind is lost or 
damaged through the carelessness, negligence, willful­
ness, or malice of a postal employee, the facts should be 
reported by the postmaster to the proper bureau of the 
Poet Office Department for determination as to whether 
such postal employee shall be held personally responsible 
for the value of the property so lost, damaged, or destroyed. 

2. Whenever in pursuance of the preceding paragraph 
a postal employee is held to be personally responsible for 
the value of any Government property lost, damaged, or 
destroyed by him, the postmaster at the post office to 
which such employee is attached shall withhold boom such 
employee any and all salary or compensation due such 
employee until he has paid over to the postmaster such 
amount of money as the department may determine to be 
the value of the property lost, damaged, or destroyed. 
The postmaster shall account for such money in his 
quarterly po!ital account under the head of Miscellaneous 
Receipts. 
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BU&.\L WAIL SEBVICE. 15 

Sec. 1711. Kmployeea forbidden to place peraonal hi.· 
doraementa on mail maUer.-Employees in the POIItal 
Service are prohibited from placing personal or unofficial 
indorsements or messages of any kind upon mail matter 
handled by them in their official capacity. 

Sec. 800. lnatnlctiona for ci'ril-aerrice uam.UaaUona.­
• * * 4. No officer or employee of the Government 
llha.ll, directly or indirectly, instruct or be concerned in 
any mann.er in the instruction of any person or cla.sses of 
persons, with a view to their epecial prepuation for the 
examinations of the United States Civil Service Com.mia­
aion. The fact that any officer-or employee is found eo 
engaged !!hall be considered sufficient ca1111e for hie removal 
from the service. 

* * • • • 
Bee. 332. 'O'Dlawtul pledc!Dc or ll&le of atampa.-Whoenr, being a 

postmaster or other peraon employed In any braneh of the Postal Service, 
and being :lntrllsted with the aale or Cll8tody or postage stamp&, stamped 
envelopes, or poeta1 cards, shall use or dlapoao or them In the payment of 
debts, or In the purchase of merchandise or other salable articles, or pledge 
or hypothecate the same, or sell or dispose or them exoopt for cash; or 
llell or dispoee ofpoetage stamps or postnl cards tor any larger or Jess sum 
than the values Indicated on their facet!; or sell or dispose or stamped 
811Telopea for a larger or 1""" sum than Is charged therefor by the Post 
01llce Department for like quantities; or sell or dispose of, or cause to be 
IDidordlsposedof,postagesto.mpe,stampod envelopes, or poetal cards at 
any point or place outside or the delivery of the office where such post· 
muter or other peraon Is employed; or Induce or attempt tolnduee, for 
Ule parpoee of Increasing the emoluments or compensation of such 
poRmaster, or the emoluments or compensation of any other peraon 
employed in such post office or any station thereof, or the nllowanoes or 
lacllltfes provided therefor, any person to purchase at such poet office 
or any ..tat !on thereof, or from any employee o fiiUch poet office, poetage 
llampe, stamped envelopes, or poetal cards; or sell or dll)loee of postage 
llampa, stamped envelopes, or poetal cards, othenrille iliaD aa provided 
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16 POSTAL LAWS AND REGULATIONS. 

by law or the regulatlo1111 of tbe Poet OJIIce 'Depactment, aball be 1lDed 
not more than ftve hundred dollars, or Imprisoned not more than one 
year, or both. 

See oec. ZTO, as to unUBUal salee of stamped paper. 

Sec. 841!. War-saViJII cerWlcatesand stamps.-* * * 
2. In connection with thMperationsof advertising, selling, 
and delivering, * * * war-savings certificates of the 
United States provided for in this act, the Postmaster 
General, under such regulations as he may preecribe, shall 
require, at the request of the Secretary of the Trea.sury, 
the employees of the Post Office Department and of 
the Postal Service to perform such services as may be 
necessary, desirable, or pra,cticable, without extra com­
pensation. (Sec. 9, act of Sept. 24, 1917.) 

3. Stamps known as United States war-savings certifi­
cate stamps and as United States Government thrif 
stamps, furnished by the Secretary of the Treasury undert 
authority of the act referred to in the preceding para­
graphs, shall be iel!ued by the Third Assistant Postmaster 
General, Division of Stamps, to postmasters at all account­
ing post offices. Postmasters at central-accounting offices 
shall supply such stamps to postmasters at district money­
order offices accounting to such central-accounting offices. 
Central-accounting postmasters shall allow to district 
money-order postmasters a fixed credit for war-savings 
certificate stamps and thrift stampe. Postmasters at 
nonmoney-order offices shall obtain such stamps, as sold, 
from their respective central-accounting offices. Rural 
and city carriers shall sell the stamps and shall be supplied 
by postmasters on fixed credit. 

• • • • * 

stampsmarter.com 



BURAL lU.IL 8DVICE. 17 

17. Postmasters, rural carriers, city carriers, and all 
other employees of the Postal Service !!hall make every 
polllible effort to promote the sale of war-savings certifi­
cate stamps and thrift stamps, and to this end !!hall bring 
the lliiJJle to the attention of the public, explaining the 
plan under which the stamps are issued and sold and 
emphasizing their advantages as a means not only of sav­
ing but also of rendering patriotic 8111istance to the Gov­
ernment. 

l'lzed oredita to • • * oarrlen for wu-savtDgs 
and thrift atampa.-Fixed credits granted by postmasters 
to city or rural carriers for war-savings and thrift stamps, 
under the provisions of paragraph 11, page 9, of the instruc­
tions issued November 17, 1917, llhould be limited for ordi­
nary service to 10 war-savings stamps and 50 thrift stamps, 
unleBB exceptional conditions require a greater amount. 

Special credits, to be cloled the Bame day, may be granted 
to carriers to meet large orders. Postmasters will exercise 
discretion in granting special credits, and satisfy them­
selves by careful inquiry as to the necessity therefor. 
Sufficient stamps needed for actual sales llhould be pro­
vided, but excessive quantities llhould not be furnillhed 
to carriers because of the serious danger of damage or 10111. 

• * * * * 
Sec. 342. Postace-stamp credits to employees.-

* * * 4. Postmasters !!hall issue to superintendents 
and clerks in charge of stations, stamp clerks, and rural 
carriers a sufficient supply of postage stamps an!l other 
stamped paper, within the amounts of the respective 
bonds of these employees. to meet the public demand. 

32657°-21-. 2 
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18 POSTAL LAWS AND BEGULATIONS, 

The postmasters shall take receipts for stamp suppliea so 
:i.esued, and carry the suppliea in their records as lltock 
on hand. Money received from the sale of stamped paper 
to the public shall be used by the superintendents and 
clerks in charge of stations, stamp clerks, and rural carriers 
to purchase additional . stamp supplies from the post­
master as needed. Postmasters shall take inventories not 
less frequently than once in three months of the stamped 
paper and cash held by employees to whom stamp sup­
plies ars intrusted. Upon discontinuance of the service 
of such an employee, the stamped paper and cash held by 
him shall be returned to the postmaster. 

Sec. 844. Redemption of stamped paper.-Postage 
stamps, or special-delivery stamps, whether affixed to en­
velopes or not, shall not be redeemed from the public, nor 
exchanged for other postage stamps, stamped envelopes, 
newspaper wrappers, or postal cards, except as provided in 
paragraph 7. Stamps removed from embossed stamped 
envelopes, newspaper wrappers, or postal cards shall not 
be redeemed nor accepted in payment of postage. 

• • • • * 
7. When, through inadvertence, a postmaster sells 

damaged or unserviceable postage stamps, international 
reply coupons, stamped envelopes, newspaper wrappers, 
or poetal cards, or when a patron through error purchases 
postage stamps of the wrong denomination, or stamped 
envelopes of the wrong color, quality, size, or denomina­
tion, or newspaper wmppers of the wrong denomination, 
or postal cards of the wrong size, postmasters may exchange 
such stamped paper at full value, provided that it is pre­
esnted for exchange by the original purchaser thereof 
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within a reasonable time after the ll8le, not to exceed two 
business days. Errors made by purchaaers in ordering 
epecial-requeet envelopee 8hall be adjllllted by redemption 
at postage value only. * * * 

• • • • • 
Sec. 896. Domestic rates and CODditlODB.-The domee-

tic rates of postage and conditions apply to mail addre.ed 
for local delivery, or for traD.IIIIliMion from one place to 
another within the United States, or to or from or between 
the poeeeesions of the United States, and to that for trans­
miesion to or from the United States or its poesessions and 
officers or members of crews of United States naval V81!8els 
and to or from the United States postal agency at Shanghai, 
China, and to officers and men of the United States Navy 
in the United States naval hospital at Yokohama, Japan. 
The term "United States and ita posseesioiiS" includee 
Porto Rico, Hawaii, the Philippine Islands, Guam, 
Tutuila and Manua Islands of the Samoan group, the 
Canal Zone and the Virgin Islands of the United States. 

Ilea. SH. l"zepttpleat of poatap..-l'oRa&eonallmallmattermust 
be prepaid by &tampa at the time of mailing, unleiB herein otlulrwl8e 
provided for. 

aea. at7. De4c1eJlcy m poatac•.- • • • If any mall matter, on 
which by law the postap is required to be prepald at the mailing omce, 
llhall by inadvertence reach Its destination without any prepayment, 
tloable the prepaid rates llhall be charged and collected on delivery. 

Ilea. 89L :l'lrlt-clua matter .-.Mallable matter of tbe flnt class sball 
embrace letters, postal cards, and all matter wholly oc partly In writ!D&, 
UllBpt as hereinafter provided. 

For the UllBptionaseeseca. 441,447,461, 4.53, and 46L 

2. All matter sealed or otherwise closed against inspec­
tion shall be treated aa :first..cla8e matter. (See BeC. 469.) 
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&eo. Itt. B&w of poltqe Oil ant-olua -tter.-Upoll all matter 
ofthellrstclasll • • • poetageshallbeebarged • • • attherate 
of two cents tor each onnce or fraction thereof; and drop letters shall be 
malledattherateoftwo cents per onnce or fraction thereof, Including 
dellvery at letter-earrier oJIIces, and one cent for each onnce or fraction 
thereof where free delivery by carrier 1.8 not establlsbed. (Acts of War. 
a, 1885, 23, stat .• 387, eec. 1, and Feb. 24. 1Q19, eec. 1401.) 

2. Postage on letters deposited in rural or 11tar-route 
boxes, or mailed to persons who are aerved by rural or 
11t&r-route carriere, shall be charged at the rate of two centB 
for each ounce or fraction thereof. 

3. When persons or concerns of any city or place eend 
their letters in bulk for mailing for local delivery at a post 
office at another place where the on~H:ent drop-letter rate 
is applicable, such letters are not drop letters and are not 
entitled 1o the 1-cent drop-letter rate, but shall be charged. 
with po!!ta&'e at the rate of two centB for each ounce or frac.. 
tion of an ounce. 

N<lft.-A dl'OIIletter 1.8 one ~ for delivery from the olftce at 
which It 1.8 J)OIIted. There 1.8 no drop rate on any matter e~t letters. 

(See sec. tosastoratell of postage on ship andsteambo&tletterll.) 
Seo. • Postal cards shall be transmitted through the malls at a 

postage charge of 1 cent each, including the cost of manufacture. (.Actll 
ofHar. 3, 1879, lQ Stat. 358, sec. 9, and Feb. 24,1919, aec. U01.) 

(Seosecs. 127 and 128 as to poeta1 cards.) 

Sec. 401. Postal cards.- Postal cards issued by the Post 
Office Department may bear written, printed, or other 
additions 88 follows: 

(a) The face of the card may be divided by a vertical 
line placed approximately one-third of the distance from 
the left end of the card; the space to the left of the line to 
be used for a message. etc., but the space to the right for 
the address only. 
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(b) Addreeees upon poBtal cards * * * may be either 
written, printed, or affixed thereto,. at the option of the 
aender. 

(e) Very thin sheets of paper may be attached to the 
card on condition that they completely adhere thereto. 

(d) Advertisements, illuetratione, or writing may a~ 
pear on the back of the card and on the left third of the 
face. 

2. The addition to a poet&l card of matter other than 
u above authorized'deetroye its privilege u a poet&l card 
and subjects it to postage according to the character of 
the m~t the letter rate if wholly or partly in writ­
ing, or the third-cl188 rate if entirely in print-but does 
not impair the postage value of the stamp impressed on 
the card. 

seo.a. PrtfttemautDcoarcb("polltoarcb")authorlaed.-Itshan 
be lawful to transmit by mall, at the postage rate of a cent apiece, payable 
by lllt&mpe to be alllxed by the 8e11der, and under such regulations as 
the. P<ll!tmaster General may prescrlbe, written messages on private 
mailing cards, such cards to be sent openly In the mails, to be no larger 
than the size fixed by the Convention of the Universal Postal Union, 
and to be approximately of the same form, quality, and weight as the 
llt&mped postal card now In general use In the United States. (Acts of 
Kay 19, 1898, 30 stat. 4111, and Feb. 24, 111111, sec. 1401.) 

Bee. 403. Requirements for post oards.-Private mailing 
cards ("poet cards") in the domestic msils shall conform 
to the following conditione: 

(a) A "poet card" shall be an unfolded piece of card· 
board not exceeding approximately 3/a- by 5/r inches nor 
less than approximately 2i by 4 inches. 

(b) It shall in !orm and in the quality and weight of 
paper be substantially like the Government. poatal card. 
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(c) It may be of any color not interfering with a legible 
address and postmark. 

(d) It may or may not, at the option of the sender, bear 
near the top of the face the words "POilt card.'' 

(e) The face of the card may be divided by a vertical 
line; the left half to be used for am~, etc., but that to 
the right for the add.rees only. 

(j) Very thin sheets of paper may be attached to the 
card, and then only on condition that they completely 
adhere thereto. 

(g) Advertisements and illustrations may appear on the 
back of the card and on the left half of the face. 

2. It is desirable that post cards bear in the upper right 
comer of the face an oblong diagram containing the word.l 
"Place postage stamp here," and at the bottom of the space 
to the right of the vertical dividing line the words "This 
space for the address." 

3. Carda which do not conform to the prescribed condi­
tions shall be charged with postage according to the char­
acter of the meesage-11ot the letter rate if wholly or partly 
in writing, or the third-class rate if entirely in print. 

4. Carda bearing particles of glass, metal, mica, sand, 
tinsel, or other similar substances, shall not be accepted 
for mailing, except when inclosed in envelopes tightly 
sealed to prevent the escape of such particles, or when 
treated in such manner as will prevent the objectionable 
substances from being rubbed off or injuring persons han­
dling the mails. 

NOTE. -Cards maDed under cover of sealed en,velopee (transparent or 
otherwise) shall be charl!lld with postage at the ftrst.dul rate, and, ifln 
unsealed envelopes, aooording to the character of the m01111age. The 
llOIItaRe stamps should be afllxed to the envelopee covering the carda. 
StamP.. a1ll%8d to matter incloeed in envelopes DIID DO$ be reoo,nlled in 
payment of pootage thereon. 
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s- •· Judloleatl:r JlftP&ld llftt..olul-..ttw.~All man ~ 
tar or tbe ftnt.claas upon whlcli one ran rate or postage has been prepaid 
llba1l be forwarded to ita deotlnatlon, charged with tbe unpaid rate, to be 
ooUected on delivery; • • •. 

Sec. 406. Soldiers', sallors', and marines' letters.­
• • • 2. Letters sent by soldiers, sailors, and marines 
in the United States service, located in the United States 
or any of its poeseeeions, or other places where the United 
States domestic mail service is in operation, addressed to 
places in the United States or any of its posseesions, when 
indorsed "Soldier's letter," "Sailor's letter," or "Marine's 
letter," and signed thereunder, either with facsimile hand 
stamp or in writing, with his official designation, by a field 
or staff officer, poet or detachment commander, to whose 
command the soldier belongs, or by a surgeon or chaplain 
at a he8pital where he may be; and in the Navy and marine 
service by any commiss1oned officer attached to the vee­
eel, or officer commanding a hospital or detachment 
ashore, may be dispatched to destination without prepay­
ment of poetage, and only the single rate of postage shall 
be collected on delivery. 

Sec. toe. Weather Bureau reports.-Weather Bureau re­
ports shall be treated as letter mail, whether sent by officers 
of the service under penalty envelopes or by private per· 
eons and prepaid by stamps. 

Distribution of weather foreoasts on rural routes.­
The United States Weather Bureau is desirous of effecting 
18 widespread a distribution 18 possible of the daily 
weather forec&~~ts, and finds the Rural Delivery Service 
to be an excellent medium for this distribution. It is 
the desire of the department that postmasters and rural 
carriers cooperate 88 far 18 possible in the distribution of 
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theee forecaaU!, which will be treated as other offiCial 
mail matter. Occasionally, owing to unfavorable weather 
or other conditions, telegrams containing forecasts are de­
layed. In such instances carriers should not be held for 
an undue length of time for their receipt, but reports of 
the delay should be made to the sending offices in order 
that steps may be taken, where practicable, to remedy the 
matter. 

Bee. w. BecoD.d-clall matter.-Mallable matter ofthe second clam 
shall embrace all newspapers and other periodlcal publications which are 
Issued at stated Intervals, and as frequently as four times a year and are 
within the conditions named In sections twelve and fourteen. 

N OTE.-Secs. 12 and 14 referred to are ldven as sees. 466 and 412. P. L. 
and R. There are two classes or second·claas matter: (I) That sent by 
publishers or news agents (see sec. 429); (2) that sent by others than puti­
llahers or news agents (see sec. 430)· 

See sec. 433, as to deJinitlon or' newspapers" and "periodical publi­
cations." 

Bee. 433. Free count)' matter and rate1 on ncolld-ciall matter 
at letter-cazrler olllces~Publlcatlon or the second class, one copy to 
each actual subscriber residing In the county where the same are printed 
In whole or In part, and published, shall go free through the malls; bat 
the same shall not be delivered at letter-carrier ollloos or distributed by 
carriers, unless postage Is paid thereon at the rate prescribed in section 
thirteen of this act (the cent-s-pound rate): Provided, That the rate of 
postage on newspapers, excepting weeklies, and periodicals not exceed­
ing two ounces In weight, when the same are deposited In a letter-carr~El" 
ot!lce for delivery by Its carriers, shall be uniform at one cent eaCh; 
periodicals weighing more than two ounces shall be subject, when deHv­
ered by such carriers, to a postage of two cents each, and these rates 
shall be prepaid by stamps alllxed. 

li. (a) The rate of postage on dally newspapers when the same are 
deposited In a letter-carrier offioe for deHvery by Its carriers shall be tbe 
same as now provided by law (1 cent each); and nothing In this title 
shall atfect existing law as to free circulation and existing rates on second­
class mall i:natter within the county or publication. (Act or Oct. 3, 1917, 
sec. 1102.) 

stampsmarter.com 



B'OBAL lUlL 8EBVIc&. 25 

(b) Pabllcatlona of the 88CODd c1aaa (mailed for delivery within the 
CCClllty), wben sent by the publlsber thereof, and from the olllce of pub­
lication, or when sent from a news agency to actual subscribers thereto 
or to other news agents, shall • • • be entitled to transmission 
through the malls at 1 cent a pound or a fraction tbereof'(except as other­
wile·providedln the preceding and following paragraphs ofthfs section). 
(Acta oUiar. 3, 18811, and Oct. 3, 11117.) · 

2. The right of a publisher to mail his publication free 
of postage, including delivery by rural or etar-route car­
riers, under the provisions of this section, depends upon 
the existence of the three following conditions: 

First. The addressee must be an actual subecriber. 
Second . . The residence of the subscriber mUBt actually 

be within the county in which the publication is printed, 
in whole or in part, and published. 

Third. The publication mUBt be addressed for delivery 
from a poet office (or rural route emanating from such 
poet office) not having city-delivery service. 

* "* ~ * * * 
Sec. tsl. llate on trauieD.t JlllbUeatloiUI.-The rate of postege on 

newspaper and periodical publlcations of the second class, when sent by 
others than the publisher or news agent, shall be one cent for each four 
ounces or fractional part thereof, and shall be fully prepaid by postage 
stamps alllxed to ll81d matter. 

• • • • • li. Where a newspaper or periodical Is mailed by other than the pub-
Usher or Ills agent or a news agent or dealer, the rate shall be the same 
u now provided by law (1 cent for each 4 ounoes or fraction thereof). 
(Act ot Oct. 3, 1917, sec.1106.) 

Sec. Ml. Permlu1ble writiD.c, prlD.tiDc, or addition. on oecond· 
cl&a matter.-Yailable matter of the second class shall conteln no 
writing, print, or sign thereon or therein In addition to the original print, 
except as herein provided, to wit: The· name and address of the person 
to whom the matter shall be sent, index figures of subscription book 
either printed or written, the printed title of the publication and the 
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place of its publlcatioll, tbe printed ot wrttteo name and~ without 
addition of advertisement of the publisher 01' sendiiC, oc both, and writtea 
or printed words or tlgures, or both, indicating the date on which tbe 
subscription to such matter will end, the correction or any typographbl 
error, a mark, except by written or printed wCll'ds, to deelgnate a wont 
or passage to whlch it is desired to call attention; the words "sample 
cop:?" when the matter is sent as such, the words "marked copy" w.bell 
the matter contRins a marked item or article. And publishers or news 
agents may inclose In their publications bills, receipts, and orders foe 
subecrlptlons thereto, but the same shall be in such form as to convey 
no other Information than the name, place of publication, subacrtptiml 
price of the publication to whlch they rlfer, and the subscription due 
thereon. 

• • • • • 
Bee. M7. TbJrcl-clul -tter.-Yall matter of the third olaas sbaU 

embrace • • • clrcularo, and (exoept books) other matti!IC wholly in 1 
print (not included in sec. 12), proof sheets, corrected proof sheets, and 
manuscript copy accompanying the same, and postage shall be paid at the 
rate of one cent for each two ounces or fractional part thereof, at:.d shall 
fully be prepaid by postage stsmps affixed to said matti!IC. 

Seo. 661. Lettua for ihe bllacl.-Alllettera written in point prillt 
or raised ch&racters used by the blind, when ~. shall be trans 
m!tted through the malls as third-class matter. • • * 

Sec. 443. Permissible additions on third-class matter.­
* * * 3. Iti.spermissi.bletoplaceonthird-claesmatter, 
or on a card inclosed therewith, a written designation of 
contents, a serial number, and such simple inacriptions u 
"Merry Christmas," "Happy New Year," "Dear Sir," 
"My Dear Friend," "Sincerely youm," "With beat 
wi.shee." 

* * * * • 
7. The words ''Please send out,'' or ''Post up,'' or other 

lrimilar directions or requeete not part of the addrel!s nor 
nect'l!ll&l'Y to delivery, written on the wrapper of a package 
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of third-cl8111 matter, subject it to postage at the flrst-claes 
rate. (See sec. 399.) 

Sec. 4M. l'ourth-class matter.-Fourth-c1.8111 mail matter 
shall embrace all other matter, including farm and factory 
products (and books), not now embraced by law in either 
the first or second cl11111, or (with the exception of books) in 
the third c1.8111, not exceeding 70 pounds in weight (when 
mailed for delivery within the first, second, or third zones, 
nor exceeding 50 pounds in weight when mailed for de­
livery within any of the other zones), nor greater in size 
than 84 inches in length and girth combined, nor in form 
or kind likely to injure the person of any poetal employee 
or damage the mail equipment or other mail matter and 
not of a character perishable within a period re&I!Onably 
required for transportation and delivery. 

2. For the purposes of this section (see. 8, act Aug. 24, 1912) the United 
States and Its several Tenitorles and possessions, excepting the Philip­
pine Islands, shall be divided Into units of area thirty minutes square 
Identical with a quarter of the area formed by the Intersecting parallels 
of latitude and meridians of longitude, represented on appropriate poetal 
maps or plans, and such units of area shall be the basis of eight postal 
zones, as follows: 

(a) The first zone shall include all tenitory within such quadrangle, 
1n conjunction with every contlguoas qnadrangle, representing an area 
having a mean radial distance of apprmdmately tlfty miles from the cen­
terofany given unit of area. 

(b) The second zone shall include all units of area outside the first zone 
lying In whole or In part within a radius of approximately one hundred 
and fl!ty miles from the center of a given unit of area. 

(c) The third zone shall include all units of area outsldethesecondzone 
lying In whole or In part within a radius of apprmdmately three hundred 
miles from the center of a given unit of area. 

(d) The fQUrt.h zone shall include all units of area outside the third zone 
lying In whole or In part within a radius of approximately sb: hundred 
mUee from the center of a given unit of area. 
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(e) The dtth zone ahallinclude all unite olarea oatalde the fourth &ODe 
lying In whole or In part within a radius of approximately one thousand 
mlleafrom the center or a given Wlit or area. 

(/) The sixth 1011e shall include all Wlita of area outalde the fl.ttll &ODe 
)y1ng In whole or In part within a radlWI of approximately one thou.aand 
!our hundred miles from the center of a given Wlit of area. . 

(g) The sev&Dth zone shall include all Wlits or area outside the sfxtb 
zonelylngln whole or In part within a radius or approximately one thou· 
sand eight hundred miles from the oenter of a given Wlit of area. 

(1) The eighth 1011e shalllnclade all Wlita of area outside the seV81lth 
zone. 

Sec. W. Bates of poatace~The rate of postage on rourth~laaa 
matter wel&hing not more then four ounces shell be one cent for each 
ounceorfractionofanOIIIIC8;andonauchmatterln excess of four ounoee 
In welght the rate shell be by the pound, as hereinafter provided, the 
postage in all cases to be prepaid by • • • postage stamps a11lxed. 

2. Except as provided In the next preCeding paragraph postage on mat­
ter of the fourth-class shell be prepaid at the following rates: 

(a) On all matter malled at the post o111ce from which a rural route 
starts, for delivery on such route, or maUed at any point on such route fot 
delivery at any other point thereon, or at the omce from which the route 
starts, or on an:y: rural route starting therefrom, and on all matter mailed 
at a city carrier omce, or at any point within Its delivery llmits, for dellv· 
ery by carriers from that omce, or at any omce, foe local delivery, five 
cents for the first pound or fraction of a pound and one cent for e8ch addi­
tional (two pounds or fraction thereof). 

(b) For delivery within the first zone, five cents for the first pound or 
traction of a pound, and one cent for e8ch additional pound or rractloll 
of a pound, except as provided In the next preceding paragraph (and 
except where the distance by the shortest regular mail route from the 
om.ce of orlgln to the omce or delivery Is 300 miles or more, In which case 
the rates of postage shell be six cents for the first pound oc fraction of a 
pound and two cents Cor e8ch additional pound or fraction of a pound). 

(c) For delivery within the second zone, five cents for the first pound 
or fraction of a pound, and one centror each additional pound or fract!OD 
of a pound (except where the distance by the shortest regular mail route 
from the omce of orlgln to the omce of delivery is 300 m1les or more, in 
which case the rates of postage shall be six cents for the first pound or 
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flwlUao cl a pound and two ceo&a for each additional pound or tractlm 
ofapoand). 

(4) For delivery within the third zone, six cents for the first pound or 
fracUon of a pound and two cen&a foe each additional pound oc fraction 
ofapoand. 

(e) For delivery within the fourth zone, seven cents for the first pound 
«fraction of a pound and four cents for each additional pound or fraction 
of a pound. 

(f) For delivery within the lltth zone, eight cents for the first pound 
or fraction of a pound and sill: cents for each additional pound or fraction 
ofapoand. 

(g) For delivery within the sixth wne, nine cents for the first pound 
ar fraction of a pound and elgbt cen&a for each additional pound or frao. 
Uon of a pound. 

(l) For dell very within the seventh EODe, eleven cents for the first 
pound «fraction of a pound and ten cents for each additional pound or 
fraction of a pound. . . 

(f) For delivery within the eighth EODe and between the Philippine 
Ialands and any portion of the United States, Including the District of 
Columbia and the several Territories and poaaeeslon!, twelve cents for the 
tnt pound or fraction of a pound and twelve cents for each additional 
pound or fraction of a pound. 

a. The class111catlon of articles mailable as well as the weight Umit, the 
rates of postage, wne or zones, and other conditions of mailability under 
this act, It the Postmaster a eneral shall find on experience that they or 
any of them are such as to prevent the shipment of articles desirable, or 
to permanently render the cost of the service greater than the receipts of 
therevenne therefrom, he Is hereby authorized, subject to the consent of 
the Interstate Commerce Commission after Investigation, to re-form from 
time to time such class1flcation, weight llmlt, rates, zone or zones or con· 
dltlons, or elther,ln order to promote the service to the publlc or to Insure 
the receipt of revenue from such service adequate to pay the cost thereof. 

Sec. '66. Bates of postage and weight.-Pa.rcele weigh· 
ing 4 ounces or I~ are mailable at the rate of one cent for 
each ounce or fraction o~ an ounce, regardless of distance. 
ParceiS weighing more than 4 .ounces are mailable at the 
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pound rates shown in the following table a fraction of a 
pound being considered a full pound: 

Zones. 

Welghtin Local. 1st. 2d.l ~~ 4th. 5th. 6th. l 7th.l8th. pounds. 300 600 
Up 50to to to to l,~ \~ Ove< 

to 50 150 300 600 1,000 1,400 1,800 1 •.800 
miles. miles. miles. miles. miles. miles. miles. miles. 

----------------
1. .. . . ..... $0.05 $0.05 so.os $0.06 $0.07 $0.08 $0.09 $0.11 $0.12 
2 .......... .06 .06 .06 .08 .11 .14 .17 .21 .24 
3 .......... .06 . 07 • 07 .10 .15 .20 .25 .31 .36 
4 .......... .07 .08 .08 .12 .19 • 26 . 33 • 41 .48 
5 .......... .07 . 09 .09 .14 .23 • 32 .41 .51 .60 
6 .... ...... .08 • 10 .10 .16 • 27 .38 • 49 .61 .7'2 
7 ...... ~ ... . 08 .11 .11 .18 • 31 .44 .57 .71 .84 
8 .......... . 09 .12 . 12 .20 .35 .50 . 65 • 81 .96 
9 ......... . . 09 .13 .13 .22 . 39 .56 . 73 .91 1.08 

10 ........ .. .10 .14 .14 .24 • 43 . 62 • 81 1. 01 1. 20 
11 ..... ... .. .10 .15 .15 .26 . 47 .68 . 89 1.11 1. 32 
12 .......... .11 , 16 .16 .28 . 51 • 74 .97 1. 21 1. 44 
13 .......... .11 .17 .17 . 30 . 55 .80 1.05 1. 31 1.56 
14 .......... .12 .18 .18 .32 . 59 . 86 1.13 1.41 1. 68 
15 .......... .12 .19 .19 .34 . 63 .92 1. 21 1. 51 1.80 
16 .. ...... .. 1 .13 .20 .20 .36 • 67 .98 I. 29 1.61 1. 92 
17 .......... . 13 • 21 • 21 .38 .71 1.<» 1. 37 1.71 2. <» 
18 ... ..... .. I .14 • 22 .22 .40 . 75 1.10 1. 45 1. 81 2.16 
19 .......... .14 . 23 .23 • 42 . 79 1.16 I , 53 I. 91 2.28 
20 .. ........ .15 .24 .24 .44 . 83 1. 22 I. 61 2.01 2. 40 
21. .... ..... .15 . 25 .25 • 46 .87 I . 28 1.69 2.11 2. 52 
22 .......... .16 .26 .26 .48 . 91 I. 34 I. 77 2. 21 2.64 
23 .......... .16 .27 .27 .50 . 95 1. 40 1.85 2. 31 2. 76 
24 ........ .. .17 .28 .28 . 52 .99 1. 46 I. 93 2. 41 2.88 
25 ......... . .17 .29 .29 .54 1.03 !. 52 2. 01 2.51 3.00 
26 .......... .18 .30 .30 .56 I. 07 I. 58 2.09 2.61 3.12 
27 .......... .18 • 31 .31 . 58 1.11 1. 64 2. 17 2. 71 3.24 
28 .......... .19 .32 • 32 .60 1.15 1. 70 2.25 2. 81 3.36 
29 .......... .19 .33 .33 .62 1.19 I. 76 2.33 2.91 3.48 
30 ....... . .. .20 .34 .34 .64 1.23 1. 82 2. 41 3.01 3.60 
31. ......... .20 .35 .35 .66 1.27 1.88 2.49 3.11 3.72 
32 .......... .21 .36 .36 .68 1. 31 1.94 2.57 3.21 3.84 
83 .......... .21 .37 .37 • 70 1.35 2.00 2.65 3.31 3.96 
34 .......... .22 .38 .38 • 72 1.39 2.06 2. 73 3.41 4.08 
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Zones. 

Weight In Local. !st. 2d. 3d. 14th. 5th. l6th.l7lh. 8th. 
pounds. Up 59,to \'{; 3t';:' 6t';:' \o:;o \~ Over 

to50 l aO 300 600 1,000 1,400 1,800 1•.800 
miles. mlles. miles. miles. miles. miles. lmilos. mtles. 

-----·- 1- ----1-
85 ••••••••• • $0.22 $0. 39 so. 39 !so. 74 s1. 43 $2. 12 

1
1$2.81 

1
$3.51 suo 

86...... .. .. . 23 . 40 .40 . 76 !. 47 2. 18 2. S9 3.61 4. 32 
87... •• . •• . . . 23 . 41 . 41 . 78 I. 51 2. 24 2. 97 3. 71 4. 44 
38.......... . 24 .42 .42 . 80 1. 55 2.30 3.05 3. 81 4.56 
39...... .... .24 . 43 . 43 .82 1.59 2.36 3.13 3.91 4.68 
40.......... .25 . 44 . 44 . 84 1. 63 2.42 3.21 4.01 4.80 
41... . • . . . . . . 25 . 45 . 45 • 86 I. 67 2. 48 3. 29 4. 11 4. 92 
42. ..... . ... . 26 . 46 . 46 • 88 t. n 2. 54 3. 37 4. 21 I 5. 04 
43..... ... .. . 26 .47 .47 .90 1.75 2. 60 3. 45 4.31 5.16 
44 ••• •• •• ••• . 27 .48 .48 .92 1.79 2.66 3.53 4.41 5.28 
45.......... .27 . 49 .49 .94 1.83 2.72 3.61 4.51 5.40 
46.. ........ .28 . 50 .50 .96 1. 87 2.78 3.69 4. 61 5.52 
47... •• •• . • • • 28 • 51 . 51 . 98 I. 91 2. 84 3. 77 4. 71 5. 64 
48........ .. . 29 .52 .52 1.00 1.95 2.90 3. 85 4.81 5.76 
49... ... .... . 29 . 53 . 53 1.02 1.99 2.96 3.93 4.91 5.88 
50......... . . 30 . 54 . 54 1. 04 2.03 3.02 4.01 5.01 6.00 
51.......... . 30 .55 .55 1.06 ............................. . 
52...... .... . 31 .56 .56 1.08 .......................... .. .. 
63...... .... . 31 . 57 .57 1.10 .. .................. ... ..... .. 
M ........... 32 . 58 .58 1.12 .. .... ................. . ...... . 
55.......... . 32 .59 .59 1.14 ............................ .. 
al.......... . 33 . 60 .60 1.16 ............................ .. 
57 . .. . ... . .. .33 . 61 .61 1.18 ............ .. . . ............. . 
68. ..... .... .34 .62 .62 1.20 . ......... .. ... ........ ...... . 
till........... . 34 . 03 .63 1.22 
eo. . ........ .35 . 64 .64 1.24 
61.......... . 35 . 65 .65 1.26 
62.......... .36 . 60 . 60 1.28 
63...... .. .. . 36 .67 .07 1.30 
41' .... .. . ... . 37 .68 .68 1. 32 

' ::::::::::::::::::::::J::::: 
::::::::::::::::::::::::1:::::: 
::: :::::::::::::::::::::1:::::: 

65 ... ·····•· .37 . 69 . 69 !. 34 ............................. . 
66 .. ........ . 38 .70 .70 1. 36 .. .... .... .. . ............... .. 
Cl7... ....... .38 . 71 .71 1. 38 . ........................... .. 

::::::::::: : ~~ :~5 :~~ t:g :::::: ::::::r:::::: ::::::::: ::: 
70.... .. .... .40 . 74 • 74 1. 44 .... ................ .. ...... .. 
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To ascertain in which zone a post office is located from 
the office of mailing, first obtain the unit number of the 
office of addreae from the Guide, then find the line con­
taining this number in the zone key for the unit of the 
mailing office, and the figure in the column opposite will 
be the number of the zone. The Guide ie applicable to all 
offices but a separate zone key is required for each unit. 
The zone keys, which make the use of parcel-poet maps 
unnecessary are furnished to purchasers of the Postal 
Guide and, upon application, to the postal service. 

2. The parcel-post rate between any point in the United 
States and any point in the Hawaiian Islands, the United 
States postal agency at Shanghai, and any point in Alaska. 
and between any two points in Alaska, except for parcels 
weighing 4 ounces or less, on which the rate ie 1 cent for 
for each ounce or fraction thereof, shall be 12 cents for the 
first pound and 12 cents for each additional pound or frac­
tion thereof. These rates also apply to parcels mailed in 
the United States for delivery in the Canal Zone, and to 
parcels between the Philippine Islands and the United 
States, orits possessions. (See sec. 455.) 

3. The eighth-zone rate of postage shall apply to parcels 
of fourth-class mail, exceeding 4 ounces in weight, e..c­
changed between the United States, or any of its posses­
sions, and United States naval vessels stationed in foreign 
waters. When such vessels are stationed in a port of the 
United States, or any ofits p088esBions, the rates applicable 
to or from the post office at such port shall be charged. 

4. The eighth-zone rate of postage, except on parcels 
weighing 4 ounces or less, on which the rate shall be 1 cent 
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for each ounce or fraction thereof<- par. 1, eec. ~), 
aball apply to all parcels of fourth·cl8111 matter mailed in 
the United States for delivery in Canada, Mexico, Cuba, 
and the Republic of Panama: Provided, (a) That as pre­
I!Cribed by existing special postal conventions with these 
countries such parcels shall not exceed 2 kilograms ( 4 
pounds 6 ounces) in weight, and (b) that nothing in this 
eection shall affect the dispatch of parcel-poet packages 
to Mexico and the Republic of Panama up to 11 pounds 
(5 kilograms) in weight under the existing parcel-post 
conventions with these countries. 

5. On and after March 16, 1914, the rate of postage on 
parcels of books weighing 8 ounces or leea shall be 1 cent 
for each 2 ounces or fraction thereof, and on those weighing 
more than 8 ounces the pound rates shown in the table in 
paragraph 1 of this section shall apply. 

6. The rate of postage on gold coin, gold bullion, and 
gold duet offered for mailing between any two pointe in 
Alaska, or between any point in Alaska and any point in 
the United States or its pOBBeeBiona, snail be 2 ·cents an 
ounce or fraction thereof, regardless of distance. Such 
gold coin, gold bullion, or gold duet shall be inclosed in 
sealed packages not exceeding 11 pounds in weight and 
sent by registered mail. 

7. Upon every parcel or package transp.rted from one point In the 
United States to another by parcel post on which the postage amounts 
to 25 cen111 or more there shall be paid a tax of one cent for each 25 cents 
or fractional part thereof charged lor such tr&nSportation, to be pald by 
the conslgnor. No such parcel or package shall be tr&nSported until a 
stamp orstampsrepresentingthetax due shall have been a111xed thereto.. 
(Act of Oct. a, 1917, sec. sm, paragraph 1-i.) 

8261$7°-21--3 
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8. The tax on fourth-cl888 matter referred to in the 
preceding paragraph is not applicable to parcels on which 
the poetage amounts to less than 25 cents. On a parcel 
subject to 25 cents poetage the tax is one cent; on pa.rcele 
on which the poetage amounts to from 26 to 50 cents the tax 
is two cents each, and so on. Parcels shall not be accepted 
for mailing unless both the required poetage and tax are 
fully prepaid. Special internal-revenue stamps shall be 
used to pay the tax; postage stamps are not valid for this 
purpoee. The failure of any poetmaster to observe the 
foregoing shall be reported to the Third ABBietant Post­
master General, Division of Classification. 

Sec . .S7. Seeds, bulba, planta, etc.-Seeds, cuttings, bulbs, roots, 
aclons, and plants shall hereafter be embreced In and carried as fourth­
class matter, and for the same retes of postage: Provided, That all pack­
ages thereof containing 8 ounces or less shall be charged for at the rate of 
1 cent for 2 ounces or fraction thereof. (Act of Apr. 24, 1914.) 

2. The rate of postage on parcels of seeds, cuttings, 
bulbs, roots, scions, and plants, weighing 8 ounces or less, 
is 1 cent for each 2 ounces or fraction thereof, regardless 
of distance; on parcels weighing more than 8 ounces the 
pound rates shown in paragraph 1, section 456, apply. 

These rates apply whether the articles are for planting or 
other purposes. (See sec. 469 as to preparation of seeds, 
etc., for mailing.) 

* • * * * 
Sec. 458. Pemlllfble additlona to fourtll-olau matter.-With a 

package of fourtlMllaM matter prepaid at the proper rate for that class, 
the sender may lncloee any mailable third-class matter, and may write 
upon the wrapper or cover thereof, or tag or label accompanying the 
eame, his name, occupation, residence or buslnesa address, preceded by 
the word "from," and any marks, numbers, names, or letters for pur­
poee of description, or may print thereon the same, and any printed 
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matter not In the nature of a peraonal oorrelpODdeDce, but there IDUIIt 
ba left on the address side or face of the ptoekap a space BU111cient for a 
legible address and necessary stamps. 

2. Theremaybaplaced onsuehmailmatter (otthefourthclaall), or on 
the package, wrapper, or envelope lnclOIIIDg \lle same, or on a tag or 
label attached thereto, either In writing or othenrlae, the worda "Please 
do not open until Christmas," or words to that etfect. 

3. The tag or label, with the printing or writing author­
ized thereon, may be attached to the whole parcel, or 
separate tags or labels, bearing the same, may be attached 
to each of one or more articles contained in the parcel. 

4. Inscriptions such as "Merry Christmas," "Happy 
New Year," "With best wishes," and the like, may be 
placed on matter of the fourth class or on a card inclosed 
therewith. 

5. There may be inclosed with matter of the fourth class 
an invoice showing, in writing or printing, the name 
and address of the sender and of the addressee; the names 
and quantities of articles inclosed, together with inscrip­
tions indicating, "for purpose of description," the price, 
style, stock number, size, and quality of the articles; the 
order or file number, date of order, and date and manner of 
shipment; and the initials or name of the salesman, or of 
the pel'IIOn by whom the articles were packed or checked . 

5!. When the sender desires that a parcel of fourth-class 
matter on which the postage is fully prepaid, with stamps 
affixed, at the rate for that class, be accompanied with a 
communication which is not a permissible inclosure at 
the fourth-claes rate, the communication may be placed 
in an envelope, and after the full amount of postage at the 
first-class rate is affixed to the envelope it may be tied to 
or otherwise aecurely attached to the outside of the parcel 
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in such manner as to prevent its separation therefrom and 
not to interfere with the addrees on the parcel. The 
envelope shall be addressed to correspond with the address 
on the parcel. Parcell! to which such communications 
are attached shall in all cases be treated as fourth-class 
mail. 

6. A parcel containing two or more classes of mail 
matter is chargeable with postage at the rate applicable 
to the highest daBS of matter inclosed. A parcel com­
posed of two articles, one being matter of the third class 
and the other matter of the fourth cla.BB, is chargeable 
with postage at the fourth-cla.BB rate when such posta.,ooe 
is equal to or greater than that which would be chargeable 
if the third-cla.BB rate were applicable. However, when 
the postage on a. parcel containing both third and fourth 
cla.BB matter amounts to more at the third-class than at 
the fourth-class rate, owing to the graduated zone rates, 
the parcel must be charged with postage at the third-class 
rate (1 cent for each 2 ounces or fraction of 2 ounces), and 
in such case the parcel must not exceed 4 pounds in 
weight, unlees it is a single book. 

7. A single order form, mainly in print, may be inclosed 
with fourth-class matter mailed a.t the rates for that class 
without affecting its classification. 

Sec. 468!. Sender's receipt for ordinary parceL-On 
and after September 1, 1915, the postmaster at the mailing 
office may, on payment of 1 cent, give the sender of an 
ordinary parcel of fourth-class mail a receipt therefor.· A 
postage stamp to cover the charge for the receipt shall be 
affixed thereto. The name and a.ddrees of the addressee 
of the parcel shall be written in the receipt by the sender. 
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Postmasters desiring additional information on this sub­
ject should address the Third Assistant Postmaster Gen­
eral, Division of Registered Mails. 

This fee does not insure the parcel against 10118, and no 
receipt is obtained from the addressee on delivery. If 
either of the latter facilities is desired, the insurance serv­
ice should be patronized. 

Sender of parcel to be asked if he desires it insured.­
Postmasters and postal employees, when rating domestic 
fourth·dass parcels, shall in all cases inquire of the senders 
whether they desire such articles to be insured, except 
in those cases where the senders have previously stated 
tha.t they do not desire such shipments to be sent as insured 
mail. 

&eo. fell. ID.cloalllc higher claa In lower claa matter.-Hatter of 
the second, third, or fourth class conta.f.nlng any writing or printing In 
addition to the original matter, other than as authorized by law, shall 
not be admitted to the malls, nor delivered, except upon payment of 
postage for matter of the first class, deducting therefrom any amount 
which may have been prepaid by stamps afllxed, unless by direction of 
the Postmaster General such postage shall be remitted. Whoever shall 
knowingly conceal or Inclose any matter of a higher class 1n that of a lower 
class, and deposit or cause tho same to be deposited for conveyance by 
mall, at a less rate than would be charged for such higher class matter, 
ahall be fined not more than one hundred dollars. 

See sees. 441, 453, and 458 for permissible additions to second, third 
and fourth class matter. 

• • • • • 
Sec. it!. Limit of weight of mall matter.-{a) (The limit of weight 

of mall matter) Is hereby declared to be not exceeding four pounds for 
each package thereof, except 1n case of single books weighing 1n excess 
of that amount; (fourth-dass mall matter • • • not exceeding 
seventy pounds In weight when mailed for delivery within the first, 
second, and third zones and not exceeding fifty pounds In weight when 
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for delivery within any of the other zones), end exoept for boob and 
documents published or cireulated by order of Congress, or printed or 
written o111cial matter emanating lrom any of the departments of the 
Government or from the Smithsonian Institution, or which Is not d&­
clared nonmailable under the provisions of section thirty-eight hundred 
and nln.,.three of the Revised Statutes as amended by the act of 1nly 
twelfth, eighteen hundred and seventy-six, or matter appertaining to 
lotteries, gift concerts, or fraudnient schemes or devices. (See sees. 
479 to 482.) 

1!. Matter addressed to post offices in the Philippine 
Islands, other than Manila, to which the limit of weight 
set forth in the preceding paragraph applies, shall not 
exceed 20 pounds in weight. 

(b) Books, pamphlets, and other reading matter in 
raised characters for the use of the blind, whether prepared 
by hand or printed, in single volumes not exceeding 10 
pounds in weight, * * * shall be transmitted in the 
United States mails. 

• • • • • 
(c) The Hmlt of weight of mall matter of the 1lrst class shall be the 

same as Is appHcable to mall of the fourth class. (Act of May 18, 1916, 
sec. 11 Pub. 81.) 

Sec. 463. :Matter to which limit of weight is inappll­
cable.-Mail matter of the first claBII addreesed for delivery 
in foreign countries other than Canada, Mexico, Cuba, 
the Republic of Panama, the United States postal agency 
at Shanghai, China, and the United States Naval Hospi­
tal at Yokohama, Japan (to which domestic regulations 
apply), and mail matter of the second class prepaid at 
either the regular or transient rate addressed to pointa in 
the United States and in countries to which the domestic 
regulations apply, shall be accepted for mailint; regardless 
of the weight thereof. 
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2. Boob and documents published or circulated by 
order of Congress, without regard to their weight and 
wht>ther wrapped eeparaiely or not, !!hall be accepted for 
mailing at any poet office. 

3. Printed or written official matter weighing in excelllll 
of 4 pounds, emanating from any of the Departments of 
the Government or the Smithsonian IDBtitution, shall be 
accepted for mailing under a penalty envelope or label at 
the post office at Washington, D. C., only. Such official 
matter weighing more than 4 pounds, but not exceeding 
the limit of weight pre8Cribed by section 462, may be 
accepted for mailing at other post offices only when post­
age is prepaid thereon. For further information with 
respect to the acceptance of official matter see section 499. 

5 . All official matter relating to the postal service, in­
cluding that pertaining to the Postal Savings System, 
may be sent in the mails from any post office without 
regard to weight, except as otherwise provided by special 
instructions. 

6. Packages of postage stamps, stamped envelopes, 
newspaper wrappers, postal cards, internal-revenue 
stamps, and copyright matter in its simplest mailable 
form addressed to the Register of Copyrights, Washing­
ton, D. C., !!hall be accepted at any post office, regardless 
of the weight thereof. 

7. The limit of weight for miscellaneous printed matter 
constituting third-class mail, the rate of postage on which 
is 1 cent for each 2 ounces or fraction thereof, is 4 pounds. 
Parcels of miscellaneous printed matter weighing more 
than 4 pounds, but which are within the limit of weight 
and size for matter of the fourth class, come within that 
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class and are mailable at the pound rates of postage pre­
scribed for fourth-class matter in section 456. 

Sec. 464. Limit of size of fourth-class ma.tter.-If a 
parcel of fourth-class matter exceeds the size, in length 
and girth combined, prescribed in paragraph 1, section 454, 
it shall not be accepted for mailing, no matter how small 
the excess may be. 

2. In measuring a parcel the greatest distance in a 
straight line between its ends, but not around the parcel 
lengthwise, shall be taken as the length, while the dis­
tance around it at its thickest part shall be taken as the 
girth. For example, a parcel 10 inches wide, 5 inches 
high, and 35 inches long has a girth of 30 inches, its length 
and girth combined being 65 inches. 

Sec. te9. Packagu must admit of eu.mlnatlon.-The Postmaster 
General may prescribe, by re,"Ulation, the manner of wrapping and secur• 
lng for the mails all packages or matter not charged with ftrnt-class post­
age, so that the contents or such pllcl<ages may be easily examined; and 
no package the contents or which C3n not bo e:>sily examined shall pass 
in the mails, or be delivered at a less rate than for matter of the ftrnt class. 

2. Matter of the second and third classes should be 
inclosed in an unsealed envelope or wrapped in such 
manner that the contents of the package can be easily 
examined. Unfolded cards and double advertising cards 
with detachable parts for reply may be mailed without 
cover. In all cases the matter should be prepared in such 
form as to facilitate its handling in the mails. 

3. Parcels of fourth-class matter shall not be accepted 
for mailing unless packed so as to insure safe shipment 
and permit the contents to be easily examined. (See 
sec. 474.) Such matter inclosed in boxes to which the 
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lids are nailed or screwed may be accepted for mailing 
at the fourth-clai!B rates of postage if, with reaeonable effort. 
the lids can be removed by the use of a chisel, ecrew driver, 
or other suitable instrument, for the purpose of permitting 
examina1ion of the contents. When a postmaster to whom 
ill presented for ma.iliDg a bag which ill sewed up ill satisfied 
from an exa.mina1ion of it that it contains only fourth­
clal!8 mail, he should accept it at the fourth-clai!B rates of 
postage and mark it: "Examined at mailing office; con­
tains only fourth -class mail." 

3!. Two or more pieces or packages of fourth-class matter 
shall, in order to be mailable as a single parcel, be of ap­
proximately the same size or shape or constitute parts of 
one article, and be securely tied, wrapped, or otherwise 
firmly fastened together. 

N OTE.-See paragraph 5l, section 458, prescribing the conditions under 
wWch a communication may be attached to a parcel of fourth-class 
matter. 

4. Seeds or other articles not prohibited, which are 
liable from their form or nature to loss or damage unless 
specially protected, shall be put up in sealed envelopes 
made of material sufficiently transparent to show the con­
tents clearly without opening,- and accepted as fourth-
class mail. · 

5 . Proprietary ar1icles of merchandise not in them­
selves unmailable * * *,such as fancy soaps, tobacco, 
pills, tablets, or other harmless medicinal preparations, 
put up in fixed quantities by the xnanufacturer for sale 
by himself and others, which may be sealed in such man­
ner as properly to protect the ar1icles, but to allow exami­
na1ion of such package in its simplest mercantile form. 
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ehall be accepted for mailing at the fourth-claas rates oi 
postage. 

6. When any matter offered for mailing ia sealed a.gain8t 
inspection, except as provided in paragraphs 4 and 5 of 
this section, or contains or be&rl! writing not permissible 
(see sees. 441, 453, and 458), it shall be charged with postage 
attheful!kl1188rateand treatedasfirsklassmatter. ... * * 

* * * * * 
Sec. 670. Dlrectlou for truamlaaion, etc., part of addre•a.-In 

all cases directions lor transmit (trnnsmission), delivery, forwarding, or 
return shall be deemed part of the address. • • • 

2. The words "personal," or "to be called for," and 
return requests and other directions as to delivery, for­
warding, or return, are deemed part of the addreBB, and 
permissible. 

3. Space should be left on the addrees side of all mail 
matter sufficient for a legible addrees and for all directions 
permiesible thereon, for postage stamps, for postmarking, 
rating, and any words neceesary for forwarding or return. 
Watermarks or printing in light tints which do not render 
the reading of the addrees difficult will be permitted. 

4. A parcel of fourth-class matter shall not be accepted 
for mailing unless it bears the name and addreBB of the 
sender, which should be preceded by ~e word "From." 
When a parcel of fourth-class matter which does not bear 
the name and address of the sender is deposited for mail­
ing, and the sender is known or can be ascertained from 
the contents of the parcel, it shall be returned to him with 
the information that his name and address should be 
placed on it. If the sender is not known, or can not be 
ascertained, the parcel shall be marked "Sender un­
known'' and dispatched. 
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leo. t71. PoliOilo, ezplolllna, wtc., Dot lll&ll&ble~l. All kinds of 
pcU<m, and all articles and compositions containing polson, and all 
pcU<mous animals, Insects, and reptiles, and e~loslves of all kinds 
and in1lsmmable materials, and Infernal machines, and mechanlcal, 
ebemical, or other devices or compositions which may ignite or explode 
and all disease germs or scabs, and all other natural or artitlcial articles, 
compositions, or material, or whatever kind, which may kill or in any­
wise hurt, harm, or injure another or damage, deface, or othel"\\ise injure 
the mails or other property, whether sealed as first-class matter or not, 
are hereby declared to be nonmailable matter, and shall not be conveyed 
in the mails or delivered from any post omce or station thereof, nor by 
any letter carrier; but the Postmaster General may permit the trans­
mission in the mails, from the manufacturer thereof or dealer therein 
to lloensed physicians, surgeons, dentists, pharmacists, druggists, and 
veterinarians, under such rules and regulations as he shall prescribe, 
0( any articles hereinbefore described which are not outwardly or 0( 

their own force dangerous or injurious to lite, health or property: Pro­
vldtd, That all spirituous, v!nou.,, malted, fermented , or other intoxi­
cating liquors of any lrlnd are hereby declared to be nonmailable, and 
abaJ.J. not be deposited in or carried through· the mails. Whoever shall 
knowingly deposit or cause to be deposited for maU!ng or delivery, or 
abaJ.J. knowingly cause to be delivered by mail, according to the direction 
thereon or at any place at wblch it is directed to be dell vered by the person 
to whom it is addressed, anything declared by this section to be non· 
mailable, unless in accordance with the rules and regulations hereby 
authorized to be prescribed by the Postmaster General, shall be fined 
not more than $1,000 or imprisoned not more than two years, or both; 
and whoever shall knowingly deposit or cause to be deposited for mailing 
or delivery, or shall knowingly cause to be delivered by mall, according 
to the d!rectlw thereon or at any place to wblch it is directed to be 
delivered by the person to whom it is addressed, anything declared by 
this section to be nonmailable, whether transmitted in accordance 
with the rules and regulations authorized to be prescribed by the Post· 
master General or not, with the design, intent, or purpose to kill or in 
anywise hurt, harm, or injure another, or damage, deface, or otherwise 
injure the mails or other property, ahall be fined not more than 110,000 
or Imprisoned not more than twenty years, or both. 

{Act approved, May 25, 1920.) 
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2 (a) Spirituous, vinous; malted, fermented, or other 
intoxicating liquors of any kind, poisons of every kind, 
and articles a.nd compositions containing poison (except 
a.s prescribed in the fourth paragraph hereof), and poison­
ous anima.Is, insects, and reptiles, corrosive materials, 
fireworks, and explosives of every kind, and inflammable 
materials liable to cause fire by self-ignition through 
friction, through absorption of moisture, or through 
spontaneous chemical changes, and infernal machines, 
and mechanical, chemical, or other devices or composi­
tions which may ignite or explode, and disease germs or 
scabs (except a.s prescribed in sec. 473), and other natural 
or artificial articles, compositions, or materials of whatever 
kind which may kill or in anywise hurt, harm, or injure 
another, or damage, deiace, or otherwise injure the mail 
or other property, live animals, insects, birds or fowls 
(except as prescribed in sec. 476), fresh hides or pelts, or 
any articles exhaling bad odor, whether sealed a.s first.. 
claas matter or not, shall not be admitted to the mails. 

(b) Inflammable liquids and substances, such a.s paints, 
varnishes, automobile tire-repair outfits containing rubber 
cement, etc., that are not liable to cause fire by self-ignition 
through friction, through absorption of moisture, or through 
spontaneous chemical changes, and are not poisonous or 
explosive or unmailable for reasons other than their 
infla=ability, shall be accepted for transmission in ths 
domestic mails, when in quantities of not more than 4 
ounces and when contained in tightly closed metal tubEs 
or cans and packed in strong papier-mAche tubes or in 
boxes made of good quality double-faced corrugated 
pasteboard. The word "Inflammable" and the proper 
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name of the article must be plainly marked on the outside 
of the package. 

(c) Substances mentioned in the preceding paragraph 
(b) when in larger quantities shall be accepted for transmis­
sion in the domestic mails when in tight and strong metal 
containers incloeed in tight and strong outside wooden 
boxes or cases: Provided, That the maximum quantity 
of any inflammable liquid packed in one outside container 
must not exceed 1 gallon when the flash point is 20° F., 
or below, and must not exceed 5 gallons when the flash 
point is above 20° F. and below 80° F., and the containem 
must not be entirely filled-not lees than 2 per cent of their 
capacity to be left vacant. The proper name of the inflam­
mable substance contained therein must be plainly 
marked on the outside of the package and caution labels 
(red for liquid and yellow for solids) must be attached 
thereto by the shipper. These caution labels must be 
diamond shaped, each side 4 inches long, with the 
wording printed in black letters inside of a black-line 
border measuring 3! inches on each side. The wording 
on the red labels to be 11 Notice to postal employees. 
Caution. Keep away from fires, stoves, radiators, lighted 
matches, lanterns, and direct sunlight. Any leaking 
package must be removed to a safe place. This is to 
certify that the above articles are properly described by 
name and are packed and marked and are in proper 
condition for transportation according to the regulations 
prescribed by the Post Office Department. 

Shipper's name." 
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The wording on the yellow labels to be ''Notice to postal 
employees. Caution. Keep fire and lighta away. Sweep 
up and remove carefully contenta of broken packages. 
This is to certify that the above articles are properly 
described by name and are packed and marked and are 
in proper condition for transportation according to the 
regulations prescribed by the Poet Office Department. 

Shipper's name." 

All such parcels to be handled outside of mail bags. 
3. Liquids not spirituous, vinous, malted, fermented, 

or otherwise intoxicating (including samples of altar or 
co=union wine used in church services), and not liable 
to explosion or spontaneous combustion or ignition by 
Bhock or jar, and not inflammable, fruita or vegetable mat­
ter liable to decomposition, comb honey, soft soap, pastes 
or confections, ointmenta, salves, and articles of similar 
consistency, shall be admitted to the maila for transmission 
in the domestic mails when inclosed in packages in con­
formity with the conditions prescribed in sections 474 and 
476. 

4. Medicines which are not outwardly or of their own 
force dangerous or injurious to life, health, or property, 
and not in themselves unmailable (see sees. 454 and 480), 
may be admitted to the mails for transmission in the do­
mestic mails when inclosed in packages in conformity with 
the conditione prescribed in section 474: PT'O'IJided, That 
the term "medicines" Bhall not be construed to mean 
poisons: Providedjurtkr, That the article mailed bears the 
label or !1Uperacription of the manufacturer thereof, or 
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dealer therein, or of the licensed physician, surgeon, 
dentist, pharmacist, druggist, or veterinarian preparing 
or prescribing the same. 

b. Poisonous drugs and medicines and anesthetic agents 
which are not outwardly or of their own force dangerous 
or injurious to life, health, or property, and not otherwise 
unmailable (see eece. 454 and 480), when securely packed 
for safe tranemi88ion may be admitted to the mails for 
transmission in the domestic mails when sent by the manu­
facturer thereof or dealer therein to licensed physicians, 
Slllgeone, dentists, pharmacists, druggists, and veterina­
rians, when addreBBed as such: Provided, That the con­
tainer of the article mailed is pl~inly labeled to show its 
contents, is marked "Poison," and bears the label or 
superscription of the manufacturer thereof. 

Sec. 478. Diseased tissues.-Specimens of diseased tis­
sues may be admitted to the mail for tranemiBBion to 
United States, State, municipal, or other laboratories in 
poeeession of permits referred to in paragraph 3 of this sec­
tion only when inclosed in mailing cases constructed in 
accordance with this regulation, provided that bacterio­
logic or pathologic specimens of plague and cholera shall 
under no circumstances be admitted to the mails. 

2. Liquid cultures, or cultures of microorganisms in 
media that are fluid at the ordinary temperature (below 
45° C. or 113° F.), are unmailable. Such specimens may 
be sent in media that remain solid at ordinary temperature. 

3. No package containing diseased tiBBUe shall be deliv­
ered to any representative of any of said laboratories until 
a permit shall have first been issued by the Postmaster 
General, certifying that said institution has been found to 
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be entitled, in accordance with the requirements of this 
regulation, to receive such specimens. 

4. (a) Specimens of tubercular sputum (whether dis­
infected with carbolic acid or not disinfected) shall be 
transmitted in a 110lid glasa vial with a mouth not less than 
1 inch in diameter and capacity of not more than 2 ounces, 
closed by a cork stopper or by a metallic screw top pn>­
tected by a rubber or felt washer. Specimens of diph­
theria, typhoid, or other infectious or communicable dis­
eases, or diseased tiBBue shall be placed in a bottle made of 
tough glaBS not over S inches in diameter, closed with a 
siopper of rubber or cotton and sealed with paraffin or cov­
ered with a tightly fitting rubber cap, or in a test tube made 
of tough gl&BS, not over three-fourths of an inch in diameter 
and not over 772 inches in length, closed in a similar manner. 
In place of a glass bottle or test tube a hermetically sealed 
tinned container not over S inches in diameter may be 
used. 

(b) The aforesaid container shall then be placed in a 
cylindrical tin box, with soldered joints, dosed by a metal 
screw cover with a rubber or felt washer. The vial or 
test tube in this tin box shall be completely and evenly 
surrounded by ab110rbent cotton closely packed. 

(c) The tin box with its contents must then be inclosed 
in a closely fitting metal, wooden, or papier-m.A.ch~ block 
or tube, at least three-sixteenths of an inch thick in its 
thinnest part, of sufficient strength to resist rough handling 
and support the weight of the mails piled in bags. This 
last tube shall be tightly closed with a screw-top cover with 
sufficient screw threads to require at least one and one-half 
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full turns before it will come off, and fitted WUh a felt or 
rubber washer. 

S. Specimens of blood dtied on glue microecopic slides 
for the diagnosiB of malaria or typhoid fever by the Widal 
teat may be sent in any strong mailing cal!e which is not 
liable to breakage or 1088 of the specimen in transit. 

6. Upon the out8ide of every p&Ckage of di8eased tissues 
admitted to the mails shall be written or printed the worde 
"Specimen for bacteriological ·examination. This p&Ck­
age to be pouched with letter mail.'' 

Sec. ,'1,. Articles liable tQ dam.qe in mail or bajure em­
ployees.-Admissible articles which, from their form or 
nature, might damage other mail xnatter or equipment or 
inJure the person of any postal employee shall be accepted 
when packed in acccrdance with the following conditiollllt 

2. In case of articles liable to break, the inner bag, box, 
envelope, or wrapping shall be I!UI'rounded by sawdust, 
excelllior, cotton, or other similar substance. 

3. Admissible liquids and oils (see sec. 472) in packages 
not exceeding the limit of weight of fourth-cl&BB matter<­
Bee. 454) shall be accepted for mailing when intended for 
delivery at the office of Inailing or on a rural route starting 
therefrom when incloeed in securely closed containers, 
provided it is not neceeea.ry to transport them over steam 
or electric railways. 

4. Admissible liquids and oils, pastes, salves, or other 
a.rticles easily liquefiable, shall be accepted for mailing, 
regardleae of distance, when they conform to the following 
conditione: 

32667°-21---4 
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(a) When in strong gla.tB bottlee holding 4 ouncee or leas 
the total quantity eent in one parcel shall not exceed 24 
ounces, liquid meaeure. Each bottle shall be wrapped in 
paper or other abeorbent substance and then all placed in 
a box made of cardboard or other suitable material and 
packed in a container made of double-faced corrugated 
p&Bteboard of good quality. The corners of the container 
must fit tightly and be reinforced with tape 80 as to pre­
vent the eecape of any liquid if the contents should be 
broken, and the whole parcel shall be eecurely wrapped 
with strong paper and tied with twine. Single bottlee of 
liquid holding 4 ouncee or leBB may alBo be packed u pre­
ICribed in the following paragraphe (b) and (c): 

(b) When in gla.tB bottlee holding more than 4 and not 
more than 16 ounceB, the· bottle muat be very strong and 
must be incloaed in a block or tube of metal, wood, or 
papier-mAcM, or Bimilar material; and there muat be pro­
vided between the bottle and the block or tube a cushion 
of cotton, felt, or other abeorbent. The block or tube, if of 
wood or papier-mAcM, muat be at leut one-eighth of an 
inch thick for bottleB holding 8 ounces or leBS, and at least 
three-llixteentbs of an inch thick for bottlee holding more 
than 8 ouncee. The block or tube muat be rendered water­
tight by an application on the inside of paraffin or other 
suitable substance and muat be cloaed by a screw-top cover 
with sufficient screw threads to require at least one and 
one-half complete turns before it will come off. The cover 
muat be provided with a washer, 80 that no liquid could 
eecape if the bottle should be broken. Such bottlee may 
alBo be packed in strong and tight receptaclee of wood, 
metal, or waterproof corrugated pasteboard if surrounded 
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with bran, sawdust, or other abeorbent material in IU1Ii· 
cient quantity to abeorb all the liquid if the bottle should 
be broken. 

(c) Mailable liquida, in quantitiee of more than 16 oUDcee, 
when in 1!18CUrely aealed glaill bottlee, shall be accepted 
tor mailing when packed in strong boxee and IIUJTOUDded 
with sawdllllt or other suitable substance to protect the 
contents from breakage. All such packages to be marked 
"Fragile-This Side Up," or with similar inacription, and 
to be tzanl!lported outside of mail bags. 

(d) Liquid in BeCurely cloaed metal containers may be 
mailed when suitably boxed or crated; but, when in extra 
ltrong metal containers, such as heavy milk cans, the 
boxee or crating may be omitted. 

(e) All packages containing liquid must be marked 
••Jragile.'' 

5. Pastes, salvee, etc., not easily liquefiable shall be 
accepted for mailing when incloaed in water-tight con· 
tainers and placed in a strong pasteboard or wooden box. 

6. Manufacturers or dealers intending to transmit 
articlee in considerable quantities should submit to the 
poetmaster at the mailing office for approval a specimen 
li&I'Cel showing the manner of packing. 

7. Sharp-pointed or sharp-edged instruments or tools 
llball be capped or incased so that they can not cut through 
their covering. Blades shall be boUDd so that they will 
remain firmly attached to each other or within their 
handles or sockets. Plowshares, stove castings, pieces of 
machinery, etc., shall have all points, edges, and comers 
thoroughly protected with excelsior or similar material 
and be wrapped in burlap, cloth, or tough paper, or be 
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properly boxed to prevent damage to mail or equipment, 
when intended for other than local delivery. 

8. Ink powders, flour, pepper, l!lluff, or other similar 
powders not exploeive, or any similar pulverized dry sub­
stance not poiSonous, shall be accepted when inclosed in 
the manner preecribed herein for liquids, or when inclosed 
in cases made of metal, wood, papier-JDAch~, or aimilJu: 
material, in such manner as to render impo!llible the 
eecape of any of the contents. 

9. Candles, confectionery, yesst cakes, 'IIO!IP in hard 
cakes, etc., shall be inclosed in· boxes and 10 wrapped as 
to prevent injury to other ma.i.1 matter. 

10. Mailable bides and pelts (sees. 472 and 477t) shall be 
thoroughly wrapped to prevent gre&se soaking through the 
pa.ckage and damaging other mail matter. ·. 

11. Unloaded pistols or guns may be sent in the mails, 
but the poetmaster at the mailing office shall carefully 
examine such packages and shall receive them only when 
sure they are harmlese. Cartridges or loaded shelhl are 
not mailable. 

12. Fragile articles, such as millinery, toys, musical 
instruments, etc., and articles consisting wholly or in part 
of glass, or contained in glass, shall be securely packed and 
the parcel stamped or labeled "Fragile." Parcels so 
labeled shall be handled with the greatest poesible care. 

Sec. 476. Perishable arUcles.-Parcels containing per· 
iabable articles shall be marked "Perishable." Article& 
likely to spoil within the time reasonably required for 
transportation and delivery shall not be accepted for 
mailing. 
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2. Butter, lard, and perieli.able articles, I!Uch ·aa fush, 
fresh mea.ta, dreaaed fowls, vegetablea, fruita, berries, &nd 
articles of a similar nature which decay quickly shall be 
accepted for mailing to any office which, in the ordinary 
COUI!!e of mail, they can reach without spoiling, whell 
incloeed in crates, boxes, baskets, or 'other suitable con­
tainers, 80 colllltructed as properly to protect the contents 
and prevent the escape of anything therefrom. If neces­
aary for safe shipment, such parcels shall be transported 
outaide of mail bags. Berries, fruita, and vegetables shall 
not be accepted for mailing unless they are in good, dry 
shipping condition. 

3. Eggs shall be accepted for mailing when packed in 
crates, boxes, baskets, or other suitable containers, 80 

colllltructed as properly to protect the contents. Such 
packages to be transported .outside of mail bags. All 
parcels containing eggs shall be plainly marked 
"EGGS." When necessary, they should be marked 
"THIS SIDE UP." 

4. Eggs for hatching shall be accepted for mailing when 
each egg ie wrapped separately and surrounded with 
excelsior, wood wool, or other suitable material and 
packed in a basket, preferably with a handle, ol: other 
suitable container, lined with paper, fiber board, or cor­
rugated pasteboard, in such a way that nothing can escape 
from the package. Such parcels shall be labeled "Eggs 
for Hatching," "Keep from Heat and Cold," "Please 
Handle with Care," or other suitable words, and shall be 
handled outside of mail sacks. 

5. Eggs shall be accepted for local delivery when 80 

packed in a basket or other container as to prevent damage 
to other mail matter. 
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6. Egp llhall be accepted for mai.liDg rep.rdlees of die­
tance when packed in containers of double-faced cor­
rugated pasteboard, metal, wood, or other 8Uitable material 
BUiliciently strong to prevent the crushing of the eggs, and 
tight enough to prevent the escape of liquid if any eggs 
should accidently be broken, and each egg ill placed in a 
separate compartment or ill wrapped separately or BUr­

rounded with excelsior, cotton, or other 8Uitable material. 
All such parcelll to be labeled ''Ega,'' and BUch parcels aa 
contain more than two dozen egga to be transported out­
Bide of mail b~~g~~. 

7. Eggs in parcelll weighing more than 20 pounds l!hall 
be accepted for mailing to officea in the 1lrBt and aecond 
zonea when packed in crates, boxes, buckets, or other con­
tainem having tight bottoiDII to prevent the escape of any­
thing from the package and so constructed as properly to 
protect the contents. Such packages to be marked 
"Eggs-This Bide up," and to be transported outside of 
mail bags. 

8. Eggs for hatching shall be accepted for mailing, re­
gardlees of distance, when each egg ill wrapped separately 
and surrounded with excelsior, wood wool, or other rot­
able material, and packed in a basket, preferably with 
a handle, or other suitable container, lined with paper, 
fiber board or corrug-4ted pasteboard, in such a way that 
nothing can escape from the package. Such parcel shall 
be labeled "Eggs for Hatching," "Keep from Heat and 
Cold,'~ "Please Handle with Care," or other suitable 
words, and shall be handled outside of mail eacke. 

Seo. '76. Bees, Animals, etc.-Queen bees and their 
attendant bees, when accompanied with a copy ol a certif-
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icate of the cunent year frun a State or Government 
apiary inapector to the effect that the apiary from which 
aid queen bees are shipped i.e free from d:i.eeaae or by a 
copy of a statement by the bee keeper made before a notary 
public or other officer having a seal that the honey Ull8d in · 
making the candy used in the queen mailing cage has been 
diluted and boiled in a cloaed veeeel; beneficial ineecta, 
when shipped by departments of entomology in agricul· 
tural colleges and perBOna holding official entomological 
positiona; other live inaects, when addreeeed to the Bureau 
of Entomology the United Statee Department of Agricul· 
ture, to departments of entomology in State agricultural 
colleges, and to perBOna holding official entomological 
positiona; and dried inaects and dried reptiles may be 
aent in the mails when 110 put up as to render it practically 
impoesible that the package shall be broken in transit, or 
the perBOna handling the same be injured, or the mail 
bags or their contents BOiled. 

(a) Honey beee in quantitiea may be aent in the mails 
without insurance or C. 0. D. privileges under the I!&Dle 
conditiona as are preecribed for queen bees and their 
attendant beea when delivery can be made to the addl'88&­
eee within a period of five days. If the cagea are wooden 
the material of which they are constructed shall not be 
lees than three-eighths of an inch thick and the saw cuts 
therein or space between slats shall not be over one-eighth 
of an inch wide; if wire screen i.e U8ed for the sides of the 
cages there shall be two thickneeses of screen separated by 
elats at least three-eighths of an inch in thickness. The 
container shall be provided with a suitable handle and 
no water or liquid food shall be placed therein. Such 
parcels shall be transported outside of mail bags. 
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2. Live day~ld clrlcb llha1l be accepted for mailiug, 
without iunuaace or C. 0. D. privileges, when the pack­
age in which they are ccntained ia properly prepared &Del 
can be delivered tcJ the adm-e within 72 hours from the 
time of mailing. 

3. Harmlealive animalt!, having no offensive odor and 
not likely to become offensive in tranait, and which do 
not reqtrlre food or water while in transit, such as goldfish 
packed in mot~~, baby terrapin, soft crabs, shellfish, blood 
worms, chameleons, etc., may be 1!6Dt in the mailt! without 
insurance or C. 0. D privileges, to points they may rea­
sonably be expected to reach in good condition. They 
muat be properly prepared for safe transmi.ssion, and con­
tainers mWit be labeled "Periahable," and the nature 
of the contents marked thereon. 

4. On and after January 1, 1920, live day~ld chicks, 
honey beee, harmlea live animalt!, live fowlt!, and live 
domestic animalt!, mailed under the conditions l!et forth in 
the preceding pa.rsgraphB of this section, may be accepted 
for in!~Ul'~Ulce or collection on delivery, and indemnity 
will be paid on account of the outright loss thereof only, 
in accordance with the provisions of amended 'lcction 
488, pa.rsgraph 13. 

Sec. 477. Cured meats and meat products.-Frcsh, 
salted, dried, smoked, or cured meats and other meat 
products may be admitted to the mails and may be trans­
ported, regardless of distance, from one State or Territory 
or the District of Columbia to another State or Territory 
or the. District of Columbia when the. provisions of the act 
of June 30, 1906, and the regulations promulgated there­
under by the Department of Agriculture have been com-
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plied with: ProWlld, lwtoetwr, That fresh m•i in my 
form shall be accepted for mailing only to poet. oflicee 
which, in the ordinary COUJIIe of mail, it can be eeut with­
out spcilling. (See aec. 475.) 

* * * * * 
Sec. 477!. Game birds and animals.-Postmasters shall 

not accept for mailing any parcel containing the dead 
bodies, or parts thereof, of any wild animals or birds which 
have been killed or are offered for shipment in violation 
of the Jaws of the State, Territory, or District in which the 
same were killed or offered for shipment: Pr01!ided, ho'w­
tver, That the foregoing shall not be construed to prevent 
the acceptance for mailing of any dead animals or birds 
killed during the season when the same may be lawfully 
captured, and the export of which is not prohibited by the 
law in the State, Territory, or District in which the ~~ame 
are captured or killed. 

2. Parcels containing the dead bodiee of any game 
animals, or parts thereof, including furs, skins, skulls, or 
meat, or of any game or wild birds, or partol thereof, includ­
ing skins, or plumage, may be admitted to the mails only 
when plainly marked on the outside to ~how the actual 
nature of the contents and the name and address of the 
sender or shipper: Provilkd, however, That no parcel con­
taining fresh game in any form may be accepted for trans­
mission beyond the second zone. (See sec. 475.) 

3. Postmasters desiring additional information on this 
subject should address the Third Assistant Postmaster 
General, Division of Classification. 

NOTE.-Sections 242, 243, and 244, act of March 4£1909, 35 Stat. 1137, 
make It unlawful to sblp In interstate commerce he deed bodies or 
parts thereof, of any game animals or wild birds which have been kihed 
or sblpoed tri violation of the laws of the State, Territory, or District in 
wblcli fhe same were kllled, or from wblch they were sblpped. 
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leo. 4'71. PJaat quarutble act.-When any State, Terri­
tory, or District of the United States, or any portion thereof 
is quarantined by order of the Secretary of Agriculture, 
with respect to a plant d~ or inBect infestation, under 
the provisions of the plant quarantine act of August 20, 
1912 (37 Stat. 315}, the acceptance for mailing from such 
quarantined State, Territory, or District, or any J)ortion 
thereof, into or through any other State, Territory, or Di&­
trict, of any cla1111 of nursery stock, plante, or plant producta 
covered by such quarantine order, ahall be subject to the 
restrictiona of that order. 

2. Nursery stock, including all field-grown1loriate' stock, 
trees, shrubs, vines, cuttings, grafts, scions, buda, fruit pita 
and other seeds of fruit and ornamental trees or shrubs, and 
other plants and plant products for propagation, except 
field, vegetable, and 1lower seeds, bedding plants, and 
other herbaceous plants, bulbs, and roots, may be admitted 
to the mail8 only when accompanied with a certificate 
from a State or Government inspector to the effect that the 
nursery from which such nursery stock is shipped has been 
inspected within a year and found free from injurious 
inBects, and the parcel containing such nursery stock is 
plainly marked to show the nature of the contents and the 
name and address of the sender. 

Sec. 479. Unmallable matter.-Unmailable matter in­
cludes all matter which is by law, regulation, or treaty 
stipulation prohibited from being transmitted in the 
mails, or which by reason of illegible, incorrect, or ineu.ffi­
cient addr888 it is found imp<li!Bible to forward to dOBtina­
tion. Unmailable matter is classified as followa: 
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(11) Matter which is insufticiently prepaid to entitle it 
to be dispatched in the mail. 

(b) Matter without address or 110 incorrectly, insuffi­
ciently, or illegibly addreMed that it can not be trane­
mitted to its destination. 

(c) Matter which from its harmful nature is forbidden 
to be in the mails. (See sees. 472 to 474.) 

(d) Matter 110 damaged in transit that it can not be for­
warded to its destin8tion, m8tter of value found l0011e in 
the mails without addreee, so that the destin8tion can not 
be known, and all matter recovered after depredations 
in the mails, which shall be forwarded to the department 
for diapoeition. 

(e) Packages exceeding the limit of weight or size 
allowed. (See sees. 462 and 463.) 

(f) Obl!cene matter. (See Bee. 480.) 
(g) Libelous and indecent matter. (See sec. 481.) 
(h) Lottery matter. (See sec. 482.) 
(1) Fraudulent matter. (See sec. 484.) 
()) Publications which violate copyrights granted by 

the United States. 
Sec. 00. ObiCene matter UDmall&ble.-Every obscene, lewd, or 

lascivious, and every tllthy book, pamphlet, picture, peper, letter, writ­
Ing, print, or other publication or an Indecent character, and every 
article or thing designed, edapted, or Intended for preventing conception 
or producing abortion, or for any Indecent or immoral use; and every 
article, II18trument, subetance, drug, medicine, or thing which Ia adver· 
tlsed or described in a manner calculated to lead another to use or apply 
It for preventing conception or producing abortion, or for any Indecent 
or Immoral purpose; and every written or printed card, letter, circular, 
book, pamphlet, advertisement, or notice or any kind giving informa­
tion, directly or indirectly, where, or how, or from whom, or by what 
IIleanB any or the hercinbefor&-mentloned matters, articles, or thin&& 
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may be obta!Ded or made, or wbe!:e or by whom any act· or operation of 
any kind tor the procuring or produc!Dg or abortion will be done or per­
formed, or how or by what means conooption may be prevented or abor­
tion produoed, whether sealed or unsealed; and every letter, packet, or 
package, or other mell matter contaln.lng any 11lthy, vUe, or Indecent 
thing, devloe, or substanoe; and every paper, writing, advertisement, 
or representation that any article, Instrument, substanoo, drug, medi­
cine, or thing may, or can, be used or applied for preventing conception 
or producing abortion, or for any Indecent or Immoral purpoee; and 
every description calculated to lnduoe or Incite a person to ao use or apply 
any such article, lnetrument, substance, <!rug, medicine, or thing Is 
hereby declared to be nonmailable metter and shall not be conveyed In 
the mails or delivered from any post office or by anY letter carrier. Who­
ever shall knowingly deposit, or cause to be deposited for maillng or 
delivery, anything declared by this section to be nonmailable, or aball 
knowingly take, or cause the same to be taken, from the mells for the 
purpose of circulating or disposing thereof, or or aiding In the circulation 
or disposition thereof, shall be ftncd not more than ftve thousand dollars, 
or Imprisoned not more than ftve years, or both. 

And the term "lndeoent" within the lnteDdment of this 116Ctlon ahall 
Include matter or a character tending to Incite arson, murder, or -
sinstion. 

2. That any person who knowingly and wilfully deposits or causes 
to be deposited for conveyance In the mall or for dcH..-ery from any post 
office or by any letter carrier any letter, paper, writing, print, missive, 
or document containing any threat to take the life of or to lnftict bodily 
harm upon the President or the United States, or who knowingly and 
wilfully otherwise makes any such threat against the President, shall 
upon conviction be tined not exceeding $1,000 or imprisoned not exceed­
Ing ftve years, or both. (Act of Feb. H, 1917.) 

3. The postmaster shall not give opinions to the public, 
and when in doubt as to the mailability of any matter 
under the above statutes he shall submit the question 
with samples of the matter to the Solicitor for the Post 
Office Department for instructions. 

Sec. Ul. Libeloua and Indecent matter on wrappera or eDYel­
opea.-All matter otherwise mailable by law, upon the envelope or 
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oatslde oovflt or wtappflt of wblch, or any postal card upon wblch, any 
delineations, epithets, tenDS, or language of an indecent, lewd, ladvtoaa, 
obscene, Jlbelowi, sCurrllous, defamatory, or threatening chlll'BCter, « 
caleolBted by the terms or manner or style of display and ohvioualy 
intended to reftect injUriously upl>n the character or conduct of another, 
may be written· or printed or otherwise impressed or apparent, are hereby 
declared nonmailable matter1 and shall not be conveyed in the ma1la 
nor delivered from any post o111ce nor by any letter carrier, and shall be 
withdrawn from the malls under such regulations as the Postmaster 
General shall prescribe. Whoever shall lmowingly deposit or cause 
to be deposited, for malling or deHvery, anything declared by this Se<)o 

t1an to be nonmailable matter, or. shall .Imowinl:ly take the same or 
cause the.same to be taken frOIIIl the malls lor the purpose of clrcula~ 
or disposing of or aiding in the circulation or disposition of the same, shall 
be fined not more than five thousand dollars, or imprisoned not more 
than live years, or both. . ' . . . 

Bee. ,82. Lottery, gift enterprise, etc., circulars not ma.ll&blo.­
No letter, package; postal card, or circular concemlng any lottery, gUt 
enterprise, or slm1lar scheme ol!erlng ·prizes dependent In whole or In 
part upon lot or chance; and no lottery ticket or part thereof, or papel.', 
eert111cate, or instrument purporting to be or to represent a tlck:et, chance, 
share, or interest in or dependent upon the event of a lottery, gift enter• 
prise, or slmllar scheme offering prizes dependent In whole or in part 
upon lot or chance; and no check, draft, bill, money, postal note, or 
JDDney order, for the purchase of any ticket or 11art thereof, or of any 
share or chance in any such lottery, gift enterprise, or scheme; and no 
newspaper, circular, pamphlet, or publication of any kind containing 
any advertisement of any lottery, gift enterprise, or scheme of any kind 
offering prizes dependent in whole or in part upon lot or chance, or con· 
taining any list of the prizes drawn or awarded by means of any such lot­
t«y, gift enterprise, or scheme, whether said list eontalns any part or all 
of such prizes, 8ball be deposited in or carried by the malls of the United 
States, or be deHvered by any postmaster or letter carrier. Whoever 
sball Imow!ngly deposit or cause to be deposited, or shall Imowlngly 
sand or cause to be sent, anything to be conveyed or deHvered by mall 
in violation of the provisions of this section, or shall knowingly dellver 
«cause to be delivered by mall anything herein forbidden to be carried 
by IJI8il, sball be fined not more than one thousand dollars, or lmprl&-
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mMd not men than hro :y--, or both; and for anylllbleq..U llllrlm8e 
aball be impdaoned not more than Ave J"U''• AJJ7 pcaon violaaiDg 
any provblon ot tbla eect1on mey be tried and punished either 1n the 
dUtrlet in which the unlawful metter or publication wall mailed, or to 
which 1t was carried by mall for dellnry ~ to the dlrecdon 
UMnoo, or in which 1t was cauaed to be dellverecl by mall to the pemm 
towhomlt ... ~ 

Sec. W. Term " lottery " deiJled.-The term "lot­
tery, '' 88 Wled in section 482, embraces all kinds of schemes, 
general or local, for the distribution of prisee by lot or 
chance, such 88 gift exhibitioD8 or enterpr.ieee, concert~~, 
raftlee, or the drawing of prizes in money or property at 
fair&. 

2. Section 482 appliee to any letter, ordinary or regia­
tered, if it concerns any lottery, gift concert, or scheme 
described in said section, and to lottery tickets, checka, 
drafts, billl, money, postal notee, or money orders for the 
purchase of lottery tickets, or any lhare or chance in a Jot­
tery or gift enterprise, and to the l.i8t of the drawings at any 
lottery or similar scheme. 

3. The law prohibits the mailing of "lottery" matter by 
citize1111 to lottery concerns and their ~tatives 88 

well 88 the mailing of such matter by lottery companies to 
their customers and other pereo1111. 

Beo. d8. J'lctltloua -tter.-The Poetmaster a-.1 mey, llJIOD 
evidence satisfactory to him, that any penron 1a using any 11ot1t1oua, faJae, 
or assumed name, title, or address 1n conducting, promoting, or carrym, 
on, or assisting therein, by means of the post-o111ce eetabllsbment of the 
United States, any business scheme or device 1n violation of the provt. 
slons of this act • • • instruct any pcetmaster at any peat o111ce at 
which such letters, cards, or packets, addressed to such fictitious, faJae, 
or assumed name or address arrive to notify the party clalmlng or reoetv­
lngsuchlettars,cards, or packets to appear at the peat oJ!Iceand belclen­
tlfled; and U the party 10 notllled fall to &pJMIU' and be identified, or Itt& 
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IliaD -~ ap~ that IIUdl Jettaa, carcb, or pecteta are ad­
~ to a ftctitioaa, lal8e, or UIIIIDI8d name or addras, IRICh Jetten, 
paBtal card!!, or paebaes aball be forwarded to tha Dead Letter Ollloe 
• fictitious matter. 

2. Whenever the Postmaster Generalis satlslled that !etten or pecteta 
-t fn tha malla are ad~ to phlcel not the residence or bulln­
eddreasofthe penona for wham they are Intended, toenableiRICh penona 
&o -=ape ldent111cation, he may direct pc.tmasten to del1ver such letters 
only tram the pc.t ollloe upon ldentl11cation of persons Bd~. 

Sec. aa. Ins'llftDce of fourth-cla11 mail.-* * * 
2. Fourth-clalll mail shall not be registered, but may be 
insured apinllt injury or 10111 in an amount equivalent to 
its actual value, but not to exceed $5 in any one C&lle, on 
payment of a fee of 3 cents; not to exceed $25 on payment 
of a fee of 5 cents; not to exceed $50 on payment of a fee 
of 10 cents, or not to exceed $100 on payment of a fee of 25 
cents, in addition to the postage, both to be prepaid by 
stamps affixed; but indemnity will not be allowed in 
cuee of such mail addn.ed to the Philippine Islands, 
unlE!I!II the injury or 10111 occurred in the Poetal Service 
of the United States. 

3. No article of any clalll bearing the word "Insured" 
on the outside envelope or wrapper, or on a tag or label 
attached thereto, shall be accepted for mailing, except 
insured parcel-poet mail. 

4. When a parcel is insured, the sender shall be given 
a receipt showing the office, date of mailing, number of 
package, and the amount of insurance fee paid. The 
record retained at the mailing office Bhall aleo show the 
amount of insurance fee paid. The parcels should be 
numbered consecutively, the numbering to commence 
anew on July 1, or other authorized times. The number 
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of the receipt shall correspond with that on the parcel. 
and the latter ehall be marked or stamped " Insured ... 
The package shall then be treated as ordinary mail until 
it reaches the office of address. 

5. Delivery of insured fourth-clase mail shall be made 
in accordance with the regulations governing the delivery 
of registered mail, except that no receipt shall be taken 
from the person to whom delivery is made to serve as a 
record for the office of addrees. (See Sees. 995 to 939, 
inclusive, and see. 1088!.) 

6. Damaged articles must not be withheld from delivery. 
7. Rural carriers shall accept for insurance parcels of 

fourth-class mail. 
8. When a retum receipt is desired by the sender of an 

insured parcel, he should indorse the envelope or wrapper 
of the parcel "Receipt desired." This indorsement may 
be written or stamped by the postmaster at the mailing 
office, and the postmaster at the office of delivery shall 
obtain a return receipt from the addressee, on Form 9811, 
which shall be mailed to the . sender. See section 931, 
paragraph 3, as to method of signing. A signature by 
mark (x) shall be attested by a reputable witness. 

Sec. t89. Collect-on-delivery service.-The sender of 
a mailable parcel of fourth-class matter on which the 
postage is fully prepaid may have the price of the article and 
the charges thereon collected from the addressee on pay­
ment of a fee of 10 cents in postage stamps affixed, provided 
the amount to be remitted does not exceed $50, and on 
the payment of a fee of 25 cents in postage stamps affixed, 
provided the amount to be remitted does not exceed $100. 
Such a parcel will be insured against injury or loss, with-

stampsmarter.com 



RURAL MAIL SJ:IlVICE. 65 

out additional charge, in an amount equivalent to its 
actual value, but not to exceed $50 when a 1<kent fee 
is paid, and $100 when a 25-<:ent fee is paid, indemnity 
to be paid in accordance with the provisions of amended 
paragraph 13, section 488. 

2. The Bellder of a collect-on-delivery (C. 0. D.) parcel 
Bhall be given a receipt showing the office and date of 
mailing, the number of the parcel, and the amount due 
hiin. 

3. C. 0. D. parcels shall be accepted for mailing only 
at a money-order office and when addrei!Sed to a money­
order office. Rwal carriers shall accept such parcels. 
Money-order offices are designated in the parcel poet guide 
by an uteriak (*)or a dagger (t). The postmaster at the 
mailing office will be held responsible for the postage 
required for the retum of a parcel addressed to a non• 
money-order office. 

* * * * * 
5. The C. 0. D. tag shall show the amount due the 

sender, the money-order fee necessary to make the remit­
tance, and the total amount to be collected. It shall be 
securely attached to the parcel, which shall be num­
bered to correspond with the tag, stamped C. 0 . D., and 
the chargee to be collected plainly written thereon. The 
parcel shall be treated as ordinary mail until it reaches 
the office of addreee, where, on payment of all chargee, 
it shall be delivered to the addreeeee or, unleee otherwise 
directed by the addreeeee, to the person, firm, or corpo­
ration in whose care it is addreeeed, or to any reeponsible 
person to whom the addreeeee's ordinary mail is customarily 

3:1637"-21--15 
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delivered. A receipt for the parcel shall be obtained on 
the tag attached thereto. (See par. 4, sec. 488.) 

6. When a C. 0. D. parcel is received without the tag 
attached, the charges shown on the parcel shall be col­
lected and the prescribed receipt obtained from the ad­
dressee. 

7. An employee shall receipt for the total number of 
parcels given him for delivery. This receipt ahall be BUr­

rendered to him either on the return of the parcels or the 
receipted tags and the total amount to be collected. 

8. The receipted tag shall be considered as the addres­
~~ee's application for a money order for the amonnt due the 
sender. A money order shall then be issued, stamped 
C. 0 . D., and mailed to the sender in a penalty envelope 
by the poatmsater, who shall enter on the tag the number 
of the money order, the amonnt and date of issue, and file 
it with other money-order applications. No return receipt 
shall be furnished the sender, as the money order serves 
that purpose. 

9. The addressee shall not be permitted to examine the 
contents of a C. 0. D. parcel until it has been receipted 
for and all charges paid. A parcel may be refused when 
it is tendered for delivery, but after delivery has been 
effected it can not be returned on account of disllatisfaction 
with the contents or the amount collected. 

10. A parcel may be forwarded, in accordance with sec­
tion 595, without the payment of an additional C. 0. D. 
fee. When ao forwarded, a duplicate receipt tag ahall be 
filed showing the office to which it is forwarded. 

* * * * * 
12. The department will not be responsible for errors 

made by senders in stating the collection charges or for 
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any mieundemtanding between sendem and 'addreeseee 
regarding the character or contents of p&reela. 

When insured and C. 0. D. parcel& &1'8 received for 
delivery to patrona of rural routee, they must be aaaigned 
to the rural carriem and delivery effected in accordance 
with the regulationa governing the delivery of registered 
mail in eo far 118 they are applicable. The carriem will 
return any receipts requested, the chargee collected on 
C. 0. D. parcels, and receipted tags for C. 0. D. parcels 
to the poet office for appropriate disposition. Such parcels 
mUBt not be placed in rural mail boxes. If the residence 
is more than one-half mile from a rural route, the carrier 
is not required or expected to make delivery thereat. 
In the latter case, the carrier should le&ve a notice in 
the rural mail box 110 that the add~ can be at the box 
on the next trip,· or call for the mail at the post office. 

• * * * * 
Sec. 489j. Acceptance by rural carriera of parcels for 

hmuance and C. 0. D.-Postm118tem at all rural-delivery 
offices shall see that rural carriem &1'8 instructed to accept 
parcels from patrons on rural routee for insurance or collec­
tion on delivery, are equipped with zone keys and guides, 
and furnished with a supply of insurance receipts and 
C. 0. D. tags. 

2. A carrier ahall be 1188igned one series of numbers for 
insured mail and another series of numbem for C. 0 . D. 
mail, in addition to the series assigned for registered mail, 
and such series of numbers shall be &IIBigned in conformity 
with the scheme laid down in section 1072 for numbering 
registered mail. Carriers must keep a memorandum of 
the last number used, 110 that every number in each series 

stampsmarter.com 



68 POSTAL LAWS AND REGULATIONS. 

may be accounted for. When a patron desires to insure a 
parcel, the carrier shall issue a receipt therefor, properly 
numbered and otherwiae completed, make appropriate 
entries on the stub of such receipt, and indorse the wrapper 
of the parcel with its number. If it is desired that a parcel 
be sent collect on delivery, the carrier shall indorse the 
C. 0 . D. number on the wrapper and furn.iah the patron 
with a correspondingly numbered C. 0 . D. tag after making 
appropriate entries on the two coupons, and the patron 
must fill in (if practicable, with ink or indelible pencil) the 
amount of charges and the names and addresses of the 
sender and addl'881188. The receipt for insured mail, and 
the sender's receipt on the tag if C. o, D., ehall a.lao be 
dated, signed with the carrier's initials and route number, 
and notation included thereon of any special indorsement 
appearing on the parcel. The stubs and mailing office cou­
pons, respectively, for all insured and C. 0. D. parcels ac­
cepted on rural routes must be kept in a numerical file at 
the post office. 

3. Inquiry as to the manner of packing and the articles 
inclosed should be made by carriers when parcels are ten­
dered by patrons, and parcels must not be accepted unless 
they are properly packed and indorsed. (See 88C8. 474 
and 475, as amended.) 

4. The required amount of postage and fee shall be 
affixed in stamps to the parcel, and it shall be delivered o.t 
the post office (the tag filled out and attached when the 
parcel is C. 0. D.). If perishable or fragile articles are 
inclosed, a notation should be made by the carrier so that 
the parcel, and the tag coupons also if C. 0 . D., may be 
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properly impressed with the regulation "Perishable" or 
"Fragile" stamp at the poet office. 

5. Insured and C. 0 . D. parcels accepted by rural car­
riers must be carefully examined at the poet office· before 
dispatch to ascertain that appropriate indomements are 
thereon, the required postage and fee. are fully prepaid, 
and the articles are packed in accordance with the regula­
tions; also that the tags of C. 0. D. parcels are uniformly 
and correctly filled out. 

6. A patron need not necessarily pre~ent a parcel for 
insurance or rollection on delinry direct to the carrier, but 
may be pennitted to leave it in the mail box for subsequent 
collection by the carrier. In such cases a sufficient amount 
in stamps must be affixed to the parcels to pay the postage 
and requisite fee, the parcel must be properly packed and 
marked "Insured" or "C. 0 . D." as may be, the C. 0 D. 
tag properly filled in, attached if for collection on 
delivery, and the fjatron must leave a note f~r the carrier 
describing the contents of the parcel and stating what part 
of the stamps affixed represents the fee . When a patron 
10 desires, a blank C. 0. D. tag may be left in the mail box 
by tire carrier to be filled out and attached to a parcel for 
collection on a succeeding trip. 

7. Whenever a carrier collects a parcel at a box to be 
sent insured or collect on delivery he must note the fact 
on the stub of the insurance coupon or the mailing office 
portion of the C. 0 . D. tag and, if the patron has not at­
tached stamps but left money therefor, enter the amount 
of money found with the parcel to cover postage and insur­
ance or C. 0 . D. fee. This does not apply where the car­
rier issues an official receipt direct to the sender. 
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Sec. 611. ClaasUlcaUon 1n 1nternaUonal mails.-Mail 
matter in Postal Union mails is cl&l!lli.fied as follows: 

(a) Letters. 
(b) Poet or postal cards, and pol!t or pol!t&l cards with 

paid reply. 
(c) Commercial papem. 
(d) Printed matter. 
(e) Samples of merchand:iee. 
2. Post cards mlll!t bear on the face the heading ''Carte 

postale" in French .or the equivalent of that heading in 
another language. This heading is, however, not obliga­
tory for Bingle pol!t carda issued by private eetabliehmenta. 

* * * * * 
10. The postage rates and conditions applicable to 

each of the above-mentioned classes of mail matter are 
pr~scribed by the Unive1'8al Postal Convention. Said 
rates, in eo far as matter mailed in the United States is 
concerned, are as follows : Letters, 5 cents for the first 
ounce or fraction thereof and 3 cents for each additional 
ounce or fraction thereof; pol!t or postal cards, 2 cents each 
for single cards and 4 cents each for cards with paid reply; 
commercial papers, 5 cents for the fii'Bt weight of 10 ounces 
or le88 and 1 cent for each 2 ounces or fraction thereof in 
addition to the first 10 ouncee; printed matter, 1 cent for 
each 2 ounces or fraction of 2 ounces; samples of merchan­
dise, 2 cents for the first weight of 4 ounces or 1888 and 1 
cent for each 2 ounces or fraction thereof in addition to 
the first 4 ounces. 

Bee Postal Guida for further details respeotin& classi1lcatlon. 
postage rates, etc. 

11. Letters and post or postal cards may be dispatched 
whether or not any postage is prepaid thereon; other 
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articlee shall not be dispatched unle118 prepaid at least in 
part; and in all cases of insufficient prepayment double 
the amount of the deficiency shall be collected of the ad­
dreaeee. The option of no prepayment or of part pre­
payment of postage does not apply, however, to either 
letters or other artcles mailed with the apparent inten­
tion of avoiding prepayment. 

Sec. lili.lbceptional rate~)eCial postal conve:aUon.­
By virtue of special postal conventions or arrangements, 
United States domestic postage rates and conditions, 
except as specially provided to the contrary, apply to 
mail matter destined for Canada, Cuba, Mexico, and the 
Republic of Panama; and the United States domestic 
rate applies to letters destined for the United Kingdom of 
Great Britain and Ireland, Bahamas, Barbados, British 
Guiana, British Honduras, Dominican Republic, Dutch 
West Indies, Leeward Islands, Newfoundland, New 
Zealand, and Trinidad, including Tobago. 

Sec. 616. Xatter for Shaqhal.-Mail matter addrell8ed 
for delivery in the city of Shanghai, China, shall be sub­
ject to United States domestic postage rates, claaification, 
and conditions. 

Sec. 618. KaUer to and from United Statea war ves­
sels.-AU mail matter originating in the United States for 
transmieaion to officers and members of the crews of United 
States war vessels stationed abroad, and all mail matter 
originating with officers and members of the crews of such 
vessels and destined for transm.iasion to persons in the 
United States, shall be admitted to the sealed eacks for­
warded to such ve118els from post offices in the United 
States or from such veseels to such post offices and be 
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l!llbject to the United States cla.eeification conditions and 
rates of postage. 

2. All mail matter originating in the United States 
addre8eed to the officers and men of the United States 
Navy in the United States Naval HOBpital at Yokohama 
shall be subject to the same conditions and rates of post­
age as articels mailed in the United States addressed to 
the officers and men on United States war ve~eela. 

Sec. 1119. Unmailable foreign matter.-The following 
articles are prohibited tralllllnisei.on in the regular mails 
exchanged between the United States and foreign coun­
tries: 

(a) All articles, not prepared, at least in part, except let­
ters and poet cards. 

(b) Printed matter, commercial papers, and samples of 
merchandise, containing any letter or manuscript note 
having the character of an actual and personal corre­
spondence. 

(e) Printed matter, commercial papers, and samples of 
merchandise not made up in packets in such manner as 
to admit of their being easily examined, or not conforming 
to the prescribed conditions for such matter. 

(d) Samples of merchandise having a merchantable 
value, or exceeding the prescribed weight or size. 

(e) Packets of commercial papers and prints exceeding 
the prescribed weight or size. 

(f) All articles of a nature likely to soil or injure the 
mails, or the persons handling them. 

(g) Letters or packets containing current coin. 
(h) Gold or silver bullion, precious stones, jewelry, or 

other precious articles to or through the mails of any 
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country whoee laws prohibit their being placed in the mails 
or forwarded. 

(•) See Postal Guide for articles prohibited admission to 
the mails for some countries, and not for othei'Il. 

2. All articles which are not wrapped or inclosed as re­
quired by these regulations; all publications which violate 
the copyright laws of the country cf destination; packets 
which exceed 4 pounds 6 ounces in weight; liquids, 
poisons, explosives or inflammable substances, latty 
substances, thoee which easily liquefy, live or dead ani­
mals (not dried), insects and reptiles, confections, paBtes, 
fruits and vegetables liable to decomposition, and sub­
•t&ncee which exhale a bad odor are unmailable. 

3. All articles which are not admissible to the domestic 
mails on account of the danger of d1Wl8ge to the mails or 
injury to the persons handling the same, unless wrapped as 
prescribed by regulation, shall not be admitted to the for­
eign mails, and the statutes forbidding the transmission in 
the mails of obecene matter, or articles for indecent or im­
moral purpoees, of matter which contains on the outside 
cover or wrapper or postal cards bearing scurrilons or 
defamatory words or language, etc., of matter relating to 
lotteries or similar enterprises, including newspapers, etc., 
containing advertisements of lotteries, etc., and of matter 
relating to schemes to defraud, apply also to such matter 
in the foreign mails; but where such matter is merely in 
tranSit acroee the territory of the United States, postal em­
ployees shall not interfere with it. 

Sec. 621. Parcel post with certain foreign countries.­
Packages of mailable merchandise may be sent by parcel 
post to the countries with which the United States has 
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parcel-post conventions, subject to the conditions and 
rates of postage prescribed in said conventions. 

2. Paresis shall not exceed SJ feet in greatest length nor 
6 feet in greatest length and girth combined, except that 
parcels to Colombia and Mexico shall not exceed 2 feet in 
greatest length nor 4 feet in greatest girth. Parcels not 
exceeding 11 pounds in weight may be sent to all countries 
with which the United States has parcel-post conventions, 
except that to certain post offices in Mexico (see POBtal 
Guide) the limit of weight for parcels is 4 pounds 6 ounces. 

3. Postage at the rate of 12 cents for each pound or frac.. 
tion of a pound l!ball be fully prepaid. The regiatration 
fee, or fee for a "return receipt," if any, shall also be 
prepaid. 

4. A parcel shall not be posted in a letter box, but mlll!t 
be taken into a post office or braneh post office or station, 
or such contract station as the postmaster may designate. 

5. The delivery fee prescribed by the parcel-post con­
vention concerned shall be collected on the delivery of 
each parcel received from a foreign country, whether 
delivery is made at the· post office or at the residence 
of the addressee, and postage-due stamps to the amount of 
the proper charge on the parcel shall be affixed thereto 
and canceled before delivery. 

See Postal Guide for list of countries with which there Is parcel pQit 
aervlce, and detailed 1n1ormation respecting 8UOh eerrtoe. 

Sec. 6112. Privacy of matter under aeal.-No person in 
the Postal Service, except those employed for that purpose 
in the Division of Dead Letters, shall break, or permit to 
be broken, the seal of any letter or other matter while in 
the custody of the Postal Service. Neither postmasters, 
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iupectors, employees of the Pllllt Office Department, nor 
officers of the law, without legal warrant therefor, have 
au~ority to open under any pretext a sealed letter while 
in the mails, not even though it may contain improper or 
criminal matter, or fum.ish evideDce for the conviction 
of offenders. 

2. The seal of letters or packages 1!118p6Cted to contain 
unma.ilable matter shall not be broken to aecertain that 
fact. 

3. POBtal cards, post cards, and circulars unsealed and 
all other unsealed matter may, when BUBpeCted to contain 
unmailable matter, be examined for the purpose of aecer­
taining their character. 

4. No person employed in the Postal Service shall 
place or carry in his pockets or other part of his clothing 
any mail which is in the custody of the POBtal Service. 

Sec. 698. Information not to be cfftn.-POIItmaBtenl and 
others in the Postal Service shall not give to unauthorized 
persons information concerning mail matter. They llhall 
furnish such information to post-office inspectors, and may 
furnish it also to the addreesee of mail matter or his agent, 
and, in the cue of registered mail, to the sender or his 
agent, and they may give to officers of the law to aid in the 
apprehension of fugitives from justice information regarding 
the addreeses, return cards, or postmarks on mail matter, 
but must not withhold such mail from delivery to the 
addressees. Information concerning money orders shall not 
be given to any person except the remitter or payee or the 
agent of either or to a representative of the Post Office 
Department, or under special instructions from the de­
putment. 
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Poetmuters are not authorized to furnish infonnation 
as to the number of routes at their offices, and the number 
of boxes served by each carrier, and will therefore see that 
such information ill not furnil!hed to pereons who are not 
connected with the Postal Service. 

* * * * * 
Seo. 686. lla1J..bac of fourth-cluB ~Uer.-* * * 10. 

Parcels of books, aeeda, aad plants, .weighing more than 
8 ounces, and parcels of other fourth-cliiBII matter weighing 
more than 4 ounces, must be mailed at a post office, branch 
post office, named, numbered, or lettered station, or deliv­
ered to a rural or other carrier duly authoriwd to receive 
such matter. Smaller parcels may be deposited in mail 
boxes. 

(a) Parcels collected on star routes ahall be deposited 
in the next post office at which the carrier arrives and 
postage charged at the rate from that office. 

aeo. 137. lJIIq, etc., CMIIUiell4 ltut.PI.-Whoever llhall t11e cr at 
tempt to use In payment of :postage, any canceled postage stamp, whetber 
the same has been used or not; or shall remove, attempt to remove, or 
assist In removing, the canceling or defacing marks from any postage 
stamp, or the superscription from any stamped envelope, or postal card, 
that has once heen used In payment of postage, with the Intent to use 
the same for a like purpose, or to sell or offer to sell the same, or sb&ll 
knowingly have in possession any such postage stamp,stamped envelope, 
or postal card, with intent to use the same, or shall knowingly sell or 
offer to sell any such postage stamp, stamped envelope, or postal card, 
or use or attempt to use the same In payment of postage; or whoever 
unlawtully and w1lllully shall remove from any mall matter any stamp 
attached thereto In payment of postage; or shall knowingly use or cause 
to be used In payment of postage, any postage stamp, postal card, or 
stamped envelope, Issued In pursuance of law, which has already been 
used for e. like purpose; shall, If he be a pet80n employed In the postal 
l8rVioe, be fined not more than ftve hundred dollars, or lmpriaoned not 
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mare than three ,ears, or both; and If he be a person not employed In the 
poRal MrVIce, shall be fined not mot'& than live hundred dollan, or tm. 
prboned not more than one year, or both. 

Sec. Ia. Withdrawal of man by aender before clia­
petch.-After mail matter has been deposited in a post 
office it shall not be withdrawn except by the sender, or, 
in case of a minor child, by the parent or guardian duly 
authorized to control the correspondence of the writer. 

2. When request is made for the withdrawal of any 
mail matter, the postmaster shall ascertain whether the 
person making the request is entitled to 1111ch matter. 
The applicant should be required, if nece~~~~&'ry, to exhibit 
a written address in the aame hand a.s that upon the matter 
sought to be withdrawn, and 1111ch description of the matter, 
or other evidence, a.s will identify the aame and aatisfy the 
postmaster that the applicant is entitled to withdraw it. 

3. When matter withdrawn from the mails before dis­
patch is again presented for mailing, the stamps originally 
affixed thereto shall be accepted in payment of postage to 
the amount of their face value. 

Sec. 11113. :aecan of matter after dispatcll.-When the 
sender of any article of mail matter desires its return after 
it has been dispatched from the mailing office application 
shall be made to the postma.ster at the office of mailing, 
stating the rea.sons for 1111ch request. The matter shall be 
identified, the application accompanied by proper proof 
in writing, and a 1111m deposited with the postmaster I!Uffi­
cient to cover all expenses incurred . 

* * • ... • 
Sec. 181. Lected pouohea on atar routes.-* * * 

2. All mail matter of the first class carried on star routes 

stampsmarter.com 



78 POSTAL LA..WS AND BEOULATIONS. 

shall be inclOI!ed in locked pouches; other mail matter 
shall also be included in the locked pouches, unless the 
quantity or bulk i.e so great as to warrant its being carried 
outside of bags or make the use of tie sacks tor it ad­
vantageous. 

Boo. Ill. J'onrudlq of ..n mate..-Prepald l.tt.n aball be for­
warded from cme post ofllce to another at the requ.t of the party 
addnmed, without additional charp for postap. 

2. (a) Mail which can be forwarded without additional 
charge for postage includes letters prepaid at one full rate 
(2 cents), parcels fully prepaid at the first·d&llll rate, postal 
cards, post cards, and official matter. 

(b) All mail, whatever its class, addressed to persons 
in the United States service (civil, military, or naval), 
serving in the United States or any of its pol11181!!1ions, or 
en route to or from the United States or any of its p<lllllleS­

sions, whose change of address i.e caused by official orders, 
shall be transmitted as rapidly as possible until it reaches 
the addressee; the actual location of the addressee for the 
time being shall be considered as the original destination 
of the piece of mail matter. Such transm.illlion shall not 
be considered as "forwarding" in the sense in which that 
word i.e used in the postal service, and no additional 
postage shall be required therefor. To insure prompt 
delivery mail matter sent to persons in the United States 
service sheuld include in the address the complete deaig. 
nation of the organization, company, and regiment, vessel, 
or other branch of the service to which the addressee 
belongs, and the postage thereon should be fully prepaid. 

NOTJ:.-A cballl8 of street number to-e dellvery at the olllce of 
addr8!818 not regarded 118 "focwardlng" and does nol IIUbject matter 
to additional postage. 
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S. Mail of the third and fourth cla~~~~es may be "re­
mailed " or forwarded, bu' not unless the addressee, or 
some one for him, shall have prepaid additional postage 
thereon at the 1111me rate as would be chargeable if origi­
nally mailed at the forwarding office, in which case the 
necell!lllry stamps !!hall be affixed by the forwarding poet­
master and canceled. Prepayment shall be made every 
time the matter is reforwarded. Matter of the second 
class when "remailed " or forwarded shall be charged with 
postage at the rate of 1 cent for each 4 ounces or fraction 
thereof, to be prepaid by stamps affixed. 

4. Mail of the second, third, and fourth classes addreeeed 
to a discontinued poet office may, when the office to which 
such mail is ordered sent by the department is not con­
venient for the addressees, be transmitted to such office 
as they may designate, without additional charge. 

5. ' Patrons of any office, who, on account of the estab­
lishment of or a change in rural-delivery service, receive 
their mail from the rural carrier of another office, may 
have their mail of the second, third, and fourth classes 
sent to the latter office for delivery by the rural carrier 
without a new prepayment of postage, provided they first 
file with the poetmaster at the former office a written re­
quest to that effect. This is not construed as "forward­
ing" within the meaning of the law. 

Sec. 1198. Forwarding requests.-Requests to forward 
mail made by any other person than the addressee or his 
lawful agent or the person in whose care the matter is 
addressed shall be disregarded; the husband of an ad­
dressee will be presumed her agent when she has not 
iirected her mail to be withheld from his control. 
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2. Unlimited requests for the forwarding of mail to 
other post offices shall be observed for a period of two 
years, unless revoked, except that such requests affecting 
general-delivery mail at city-delivery post offices shall 
expire at the end of 30 days unless renewed. 

S. The direction may be changed and matter refor­
warded upon request as many times as may be necessary 
to reach the addressee. 

* * * * * 
6. Letters should not be forwarded on trial. A post­

master at whose office a letter can not be delivered may 
forward such letter to another office if he has special reason 
to believe it ca.n be delivered therefrom. 

Sec. 801. General directions for delivery of ordinary mall 
maUer.-Mail matter should be delivered to the person 
addressed or in accordance with his written order. When 
the addressee habitually eends for or receives his mail 
through his clerk, servant, agent, or some member of his 
family, and recognizes or acquiesces in such delivery, no 
written order need be required. 

2. When a person requests delivery to him of the mail 
of another, claiming that the addr- has verbally given 
him authority to receive it, the postmaster, if he doubts 
the authority, may require it to be in writing, signed and 
filed in his office. Ordinary letters bearing the word 
"personal " in connection with the address should be 
delivered as other mail for the addressee is delivered. 

3. A letter addressed to a person imprisoned to awail 
aial, upon indictment, or pending indictment, should be 
delivered in accordance with the order of the person ad­
dressed. In the absence of an order, the mail may be 
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delivered to the sheriff or officer having charge of the 
prisoner. 

4. When a postmaster is in doubt as to the identity of 
the addreeeec he may require proof, and should exercise 
great care, especially where mail matter appears to be of 
value, to make proper delivery. 

5. Where two or more persons of the same name receive 
mail at the same office the postmaster should advise them 
to adopt some address or means by which their mail may 
be distinguished. Postmasters may deliver such matter 
according to their best judgment, and should not return i~ 
to the mailing office for better description of the addressee 
until, after inquiry, they are unable to determine to whom 
it should be delivered. 

6. Mail matter addressed to a person in care of another 
should be delivered to the addressee, if he so direct, and 
not to the person to whose care it is addressed. In the 
absence of such direction, it should be delivered to the 
first of the two persons who may call for it. (See sec. 602.) 

7. Mail matter addressed to several persons may be 
delivered to any one of them. 

8. Mail matter addressed to a public official or to an 
officer of a corporation by his official title should be de­
livered to the person actually holding the office designated 
in the address. 

9. Neither husband nor wife can control the delivery 
of mat~r addressed to the other. When so instructed, a 
postmaster must refuse to deliver letters to the husband 
which are addressed to the wife, or those to the wife which 
are addlellled to the husband. In the absence of instruc-

82611Tl'-21-6 
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tiona to the contrary, the wife'sletters should be placed in 
the husband's box and delivered to him with his own let­
ters, unless they be known to live separately. 

10. A person engaged in a legitimate business may adopt 
a business name, and, when duly identified, may receive 
his mail, registered or ordinBry, by that name as well as by 
his proper name. 

11. Any number of citizens may employ an agent and 
give him a written order on the postmaster for their mail; 
and when such order is presented to the poatma.stcr the 
mail for such parties, and also mail addressed to a person 
in care of any such parties, should be delivered to the agent 
named. 

12. Mail matter of patrons of a post office should, at their 
request, be delivered to a star or rural carrier to be carried 
out of the mail and handed to them on his route before he 
passes another post office. 

* * * * * Sec. 808. PeJlllou Jetter.,_. • • Postmasters, delivery cleric!, 
letter carriers, and all other postal employees are prohibited tram deliver­
Ing any such mall to any person whomsoever, It the addressee has dled 
or removed, or in the case o! a widow believed by the postal employee 
entrusted with the delivery o! such mail to have remarried; and the 
postmaster In every such case shall forthwith return such mall with a 
statement o!the reasons !or so doing, and I! because o! death or remarrtaae, 
the dste thereof, II known. (Act o! Aug. 17, 1912.) 

NoTE.-The word "mail" as used In the act refers to letters containing 
cherks in payment o! pension drawn without separate vouchers or 
receipts, and the word "remo1·ed" has reference toremovab beyond the 
delivery of the post omee to which the maills addressed and not tochanglls 
o! n!lddence or address within the delivery o! such office. A temporary 
abeence Is not a removal witbln the meaning o! tho Ia w. 

2. Before delivering a letter the envelope of which 
bears instructions referring to the act of August 17, 1912 
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{a provision of which act constitutes paragraph 1 of tbia 
regulation), the postal employee entrusted with the 
delivery of such letter shall ascertain that the addreellee 
is living, has not removed from the delivery of the post 
office addreeeed, has not reenlisted in the military or naval 
service of the United States, is not under guardiaDship, 
and, if a widow, has not remarried. 

3. If the addressee has died, reenlisted in the militaey 
or naval service of the United States, or, if a widow, re­
married, the latter shall be indorsed with the word ·,'De­
ceased," "Reenlisted," or "Remarried," and also the date 
of death, reenlistment, or remarriage, if known. If the 
addressee is under guardianship or has removed, the letter 
shall be indorsed to show the fact and also the name of 
the guardian or the new post-office address, if known, and 
shall be returned under cover of penalty envelope to the 
disbursing clerk, Bureau of Pensions, Washington, D. C. 
In no case shall the letter be held for delivery, except by 
the direction of the sender, beyond the period l!pecified 
in the sender's return request. 

4. If the addreesee has not died, reenlisted, removed, or, 
if a widow, remarried, letters bearing instructions under 
the act of August 17, 1912, may be delivered to the addressee 
or, without his or her written order, to any member of his 
or her family or hou.sehold, his or her clerk, servant or 
agent who has been in the habit of receiving the addressee's 
ordinary mail with his or her knowledge and consent, or 
to any responsible person who presents the addressee's 
written order, except that in no case shall such mail be 
delivered to a claim agent, attorney or broker. Such 
letters must not be forwarded to another post office, nor 
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plt.ced in lock or call boxes in the poilt office, nor delivered 
by city or rural carriers into receptacles on their routee. 
Upon receipt ef such a. letter addressed to the holder of a. 
post-office box, notice should be placed in the addressee's 
box requesting him to call or send a proper representative 
for the letter. The same proced~e should be followed 
with respect to such a letter addressed to rural route boxes 
unless the conditions are such that delivery at the ad­
dressee's residence is required by section 776. 

5. Letters from the Bureau of Pensions (including those 
from the office of the disbursing clerk) not bearing such 
instructio'DB, addressed to a pensioner, a claimant for 
pension or a payee of the pension (in whole or in part) of 
another person, may be delivered to the addressee, to his 
or her guardian, to the person in whose care they may be 
addressed, if a responsible person, or to a member of 
the addressee's family or household, or other person to 
whom other mail for the pensioner is delivered. They 
may also be forwarded at the addre8800'a request. They 
must not be delivered to or placed in the box of an attorney, 
claim agent, or broker, even upon the addressee's written 
or verbal order or request. They shall not be held for 
delivery beyond the period given in the card request; 
a..'.ld if the addressee has died, they should be immedi­
at.: ly returned with a statement of that fact and the date 
of O..>.ath, if known. 

N OTE.-A payee of the pension of another person may be the wUe (not 
widow) of a penaloner, tho guardian. of such wUo or o!tho pensioner, or 
his child or c"hildron. 

Sec. 609. Kail addressed to mmors.-When minor chil­
dren reside with their parents, the father or, if he be dead, 
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the mother, generally ill entitled to direct the diepoeition 
of mail matter addreeeed to such minors and, unless the 
minors be under guardianship, may authorize another to 
receive mail matter addressed to them, although they be 
not residing with the parent; and postmasters should 
deliver said matter accordingly, requiring directions in 
writing, if deemed n~. 

2. In the absence of directions from a parent or guardian 
or one authorized to control the correspondence of a minor, 
mail matter add.realed to such minor should be delivered 
to him or her. 

3. Mail matter addressed to a minor who ill not depend­
ent upon a parent for maintenance and support, and does 
not I'Ell!ide with a parent or guardian or with some one in 
whose charge he may have been placed, should be deliv­
ered to the minor, or in accordance with his instructions. 

4. Mail matter addressed to a deceased minor who up 
to the time of decease resided with parents or guardian 
may be delivered to the parent or guardian; but if the 
minor left a husband or widow, delivery may be made to 
him or her. 

5 . At colleges and similar inatitutions where students 
have been placed in charge of the principal by their par­
ents or guardians, and where the rules of the institution 
provide that the principal shall have control of mail 
matter addressed to such students as are minors, such 
mail should be delivered in accordance with the order of 
the principal. If, however, the principal has not au­
thority from the parent or guardian to control the mail 
of the children placed under his care (which authority ill 
underatood by an acceptance of the rules, that being one), 
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such mail should not be delivered to the principal against 
the wiBb.es of the scholar. 

Sec. 610. Kail addressed to deceased peraona.-Mail 
matter (not pension mail) addressed to a deceaeed per110n 
shall be delivered to the executor or administrator of hill 
estate; if there be none, delivery may be made to the sur­
viving husband or widow, unless there be other cla.imanta, 
in which event the postmaster shall report the facta, with 
written statements from the parties, to the Solicitor, and 
await instructions. 

2. When there is no executor, administrator, surviving 
husband, widow, or other claimant, the mail shall be sent 
to the First Assistant Postmaster General, Divillion of 
Dead Letters, with the return of unclaimed matter, with 
a statement of the facta. 

Sec. 611. Kall addressed to partnerships and corpora­
tions.-Mail matter addressed to a firm may be delivered 
to any member thereof. 

2. Mail matter addreeeed to a corporation should be 
delivered to the agent or officer conducting ita corre­
spondence or to the person authorized to receive it. 

3. Postmasters shall not decide disputes between mem­
bers of an existing firm as to delivery of ita mail. Where 
the mail has previously been delivered through a box or 
general delivery such delivery should be continued; if 
through carrier the mail should be handed to any member 
of the firm. 

4. Attempts to secure the mail of an established hoUIIC, 
firm, or corporation through the adoption of a eimilar 
name should not be recognized. When disputes ariee 
between individuals, finns, or corporations as to the UIIC 
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of a name or designation, matter addre!llled to a street, 
number, or building should be delivered according to such 
addreee. When not so addressed, the mail should be de­
livered to the firm or corporation which first adopted the 
=e of the addreee at that place. 

5. In all cases of dispute as to the firm or corporation 
which is entitled to receive mail matter, when the post­
master is in doubt as to his duty under the regulations, 
he shall obtain written statements from the contending 
pa.rties as to the grounds of their claims and submit such 
statements, with a full report of his own, to the Solicitor 
for advice. 

Sec. 676. Private boxes.-Private mail receptacles 
should be used to facilitate the delivery of mail. 

2. Any letter box or other receptacle intended or used 
for the receipt or delivery of mail matter on any city 
delivery route, rural delivery route, star route, or other 
mail route, is hereby designated a letter box for the receipt 
or delivery of mail matter within the meaning of the act 
of March 4, 1909, section 198. 

See sec. 1699. 

Sec. 718. ltaral de11Tef7; eat&blbhment of aerrtoe.-Rural mail d.,. 
llveryshall be extended so as to serve, as nearly as practicable, the entire 
rural population of the United States. 

Jlerea!terallruralmalldellveryroutesshallbedlvidedlntotwoclasaes 
to be known as-

Standard horse-<irawn vehlcle routes, which shall be twenty-four 
mlle8 1n length, and 

Standard motor-vehlcle routes, which shall be 11fty miles In length, 
and shall only be established hereafter when a majority of tha proposed 
patronB who are heads of families residing upon such proposed routes 
shall by written petition aa1t tha Poet omoe Depaitment to establlah 
the same. 
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Notb!Dg bereln oantalned lball be oonstmed to prohibit the eetabllllh­
:aumt of horll&drawn vehicle routes of l888length than the standard of 
twenty·four miles: Prodded, That If, In the discretion of the Postmaster 
General, In order to render more complete service, It should ben~ 
to do so the PostDillllter Generalis hereby authorlted to Increase the 
length of routes not to exceed Jlttyper oentum above the standards herein 
preecrlbed, and In eueh ca&ell the compensation of the carrier on IIUCh 
horse-drawn vehicle routes 8hall be Increased above the manmum pay 
heretofore fixed by law for rural carriere • • • (Act of July28,11116.) 

2. Petitions for the establishment of Rural Delivery 
Service should be made on forme furnished for the purpose 
and seni to the Fourth Assistant Poetmaster General, 
Division of Rural Mails. 

3. Roads on which Rural Delivery Service ia established 
shall be in good condition and so maintained, unobstructed 
by gates, and there shall be no unbridged streams not ford­
able at all seasons of the year. 

4. The eatabliahment of a rural route less than ten miles 
in length shall not be considered, unless at least six fami­
lies to the mile are prospective patrons. 

5. Persons within one mile of travel of existing mail 
facilities ahall not be counted as prospective patrons war­
ranting the establishment of a route, unless in exceptional 
cases: 

(a) Such persona can not be added to existing routes 
without overburdening such routes, or 

(b) can not secure available locations for their boxes on 
existing routes, or, 

(c) are in such numbers that twenty families per trav­
eled mile may be supplied directly from the proposed 
route. 

6. A route proposed, with duplication upon existing 
rural or star route service, shall not be eatabliahed, unless 
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that portion which is not such duplication will serve a 
sufficient number of familiae to warrant, under theee 
rules, a route of the entire length proposed. 

7. A route shall not be established for the supply of 
mills, factoriee, or isolated compact communities in a 
region where the general rural settlement is sparse and not 
of the character originally contemplated to receive the 
benefit of rural delivery service. 

8. Authorized service sb.all not be entered upon until 
approved boxee have actually been erected by prospective 
patrons, nor until all requirements have been met and the 
entire route (roads, bridges, gates, etc.) is in suitable con­
dition for the performance of continuous service, which 
facts sb.all be certified by the postmaster. 

9. The frequency of service on a newly established route 
Bhall not exceed three timee a week, unless such route is 
formed wholly, or in greater part, by rearrangement of 
six-times-a-week service. 

10. A route with service of three times a week shall not 
be increased in frequency until for a period of six months 
it has been regularly supplying permanent patrons in the 
ratio of four familiae, and collecting and delivering 150 
pieces of mail per month to the mile. 

11. Routes on which for six consecutive months the 
quantity of mail collected and delivered has averaged lees 
than seventy-five piecee per month per mile shall not be 
continued, unless such routes can be rearranged to secure 
patronage coming within these rules. 

See BeC. 8lM, aa to pa~ boDs. 

Sec. 71&;. Extension of service.-An extension (with­
out retrace) of a rural route ehall not be authorized, unless 
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patrons more than one mile of travel from existing facili­
ties can be added in the ratio of four families for each mile 
of additional travel involved. Exception&l conditions 
stated in paragraph 5, section 716, may be recognized as 
modifying this rule. 

2. An extension involving a retrace shall not be made, 
unless patrons more than one mile of travel from existing 
facilities can be added in the ratio of six families for each 
milo of additional travel involved, except that accommo­
d:ttion retrace extensions may be made where twelve fami­
lies for each mile of travel involved can be materially 
benefited as to accessibility and convenience. 

3. The fact that an extension, retrace, or change on a 
route may be made without additional coat shall not of 
itself constitute reason for such action. 

4. Wherever it is found that routes operate in proximity 
of a mile of other rural routes or star routes or poet offices, 
action shall be taken toward, so far as possible, rearrange­
ment which shall have for its purpose (1) removal of serv­
ice from proximity and adaptation of same to extension to 
new patrons, without additional coat; (2) curtailment 
and shortening of routes to save cost. 

Sec. 717. Delivery Umits.-All persons except those 
who reside within the city-delivery limits of a city where 
city-delivery service is in operation, may be served by 
rural carriers, provided they will erect approved boxes 
on the established line of the route in the manner re­
quired by the department. 

Sec. 718. Appointments, t:rmlfera, etc.- * * * 
2. Rural carriers shall be appointed by the Postmaster 
General upon certification by the Civil Service Commis­
sion from reRisters of eligibles resulting from examination. 
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3. Inquiries relative to the examinations for the posi­
tion of rural carrier should be addree!!ed to the United 
States Civil Service Commission, Washington, D. C. 

4 . Camers shall not be transferred from one route to 
another without specific authority from the department. 

5. A rural carrier desiring transfer from one route to 
another shall make application therefor to the postmaster, 
stating his rea.sons for desiring the transfer and his willing­
ness to accept the salary prescribed for the route to which 
he derdree assignment. The postmaster shall transmit the 
application with his recommendation to the Fourth Assist­
ant Postmaster General, Division of Rural Mails. Trans­
fers will not be made for trivial reasons. 

Sec. 719. Bestgnations.-The resignation of a rural car­
rier or substitute shall be made in writing and forwarded 
through the postmaster to the Fourth Assistant Postmaster 
General, Division of Rural Mails. In transmitting the 
resignation of a substitute carrier, the postmaster will fur­
nish the name of some suitable person agreed upon by him­
self and the regular carrier for appointment to fill the 
vacancy. 

2. A rural carrier who has tendered his resignation is 
required under his bond to see that service on the route 
is performed until his successor shall have been appointed 
and qualified. 

3. If deemed advisable by the postmaeter, a substitute 
may be assigned to two or three routes, but not more. 

4. When a substitute is no longer available for service, 
the postmaster shall promptJy report that fact to the 
department. 

&eo. 7ll0. Polition not tranaferable or salable.-A rural 
carrier has no right or advantage in his position which is 
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transferable or lllllable. An offer to resign for a. considera­
tion subjects a. carrier to removal and an applicant who 
offers a consideration is barred from appointment. (See 
sec. 1692.) 

Sec. m. Pay of nb.Utute oazrierii.-Under such regulations u the 
Postmaster General may preacrlbe, aaubRUute carrier may be employed 
attheexpenseoftheregularcarriertotemporarllyperformservl.ceonany 
rural~ellvery mall route. 

2. Postmasters shall make prompt report to the depart­
ment of the occurrence of a vacancy in the position of 
rural carrier, stating the date on which the carrier last 
served the route, the name of the substitute performing 
service, and what arrangement has been made for the con­
tinuance of service. 

Sec. 722. 011lcial oath.-Every rural carrier, temporary 
carrier, substitute carrier, and temporary substitute car­
rier shall, before beginning service, take the official oath 
prescribed in section 153, and no person who has not taken 
the prescribed oath shall be given custody of the mails. 

Sec. 723. Bond required.-Each rural carrier and sub­
stitute carrier shall, upon being appointed, execute a bond 
in the sum of $500 with acceptable sureties, the bond to be 
forwarded to the department when executed. 

2. Bonds to be acceptable must be signed by two per­
sonal sureties, each of whom is worth the sum of $500 in 
property over and above his debb! and personal liabilities, 
or by an indemnity company that is authorized to qualify 
as sole surety on an official bond. 

N OT&.-For a llat or I1JCh camp&ldl!l- 01llclal PoRal Guide. 

3. When a person who has qualified as surety on a. bond 
of a rural carrier dies, removes from the locality of the route 
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or becomes insolvent, the postmaster Bhall at once notify 
the Fourth .A..istant Poetmaster General, Division of 
Rural Mails. 

Sec. 7114. 1few bonda.-The execution of new bonds for 
J:egUla.r substitute or temporary rural carriers may be re­
quired by the Postmaster General whenever it is deemed 
neceeaary or expedient. 

Bee. '1'15. Ourtca' .alar!M.-<>n and after 1uly1, 1920, the oompen­
oatlon of each rural catTier for ~~erVing a rural route of twenty-four miles, 
six days In the week, shall be l1,lll0; on routes twenty-two miles and less 
than twenty-lour mJles, $1,728; on routes twenty miles and less than 
twenty-two miles, S1,6Zl; on routes eighteen miles and less than twenty 
miles, 11,440; on routes sixteen miles and less than eighteen miles, 11,280; 
011 routes fourteen miles and less than sixteen miles, 11,080; on routes 
twelve miles and less than fourteen miles, $1,008; on routes ten milea and 
less than twelve miles, 1936; on routes eight miles and less than ten 
miles, 1864; on routes six miles and less than eight miles, 1792; on routes 
fourmllesandless than six miles, lm. A ruralletteroanierserv!ngone 
tri-weekly route shall be pal ·: on the basis for a route one-hall the length 
of the route served by him, and a carrier scrring two tri-weekly routes 
shall be paid on the basis for a routo one-hall of the combined length of 
tho two routes. Each rural carrier assigned to a hors<Hlrawn vehicle 
route on which daily service Is performed shall receive $30 per mile per 
&DnWn lor each mile said route is in excess of twenty-lour mllcs or major 
fraction tbereof, based on actual mileage, and each rural carrier assigned 
to a horse-drawn vehicle route on which tri-weekly servioo is performed 
shall receive $15 per mile for each mile said route Is in exooss of twenty­
four miles or major fraction thereof, based on actual mileage. That the 
pay of a carrier who fumishes and maintains his own motor vehicle 
and serves a route not less than fl.tty miles In length be at not exoeedlng 
$2,600 per annum. (Act of June 5, 192l.) 

2. The Postmaster General may, in his discretion, allow and pay addl· 
tiona! compensation to rural letter carriers who are required to carry 
pouch mail to Intermediate post oftlces, or for lntenecting loop routes, 
Ill all cases where it appears that &he carrt.a&e of such pouches Increases 
!he expense of the equipment required by the carrier or materially In· 
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creases the amoant oflabor performed by him, such compensation no& to 
.exceed the sum of 112 per annnm for each milll audl carrier is requ!Jed 
to cany such pouch or pouches. (Act of July 28, 1916.) 

3. Hereafter tho pay of rural carriers and substitute rural carriers, 
which depends upon tho length of tho route, shall be determined in ao­
oorda.nce with the records of the Post 011ice Department, which reeonls 
;ahai.J. be promptly corrected whanever the Postmaster OeDeral deter­
mines thet such records are not correct. (Act of Apr. :U, 1~.) 

4. All cla.i.ms for additional compensation on account of 
increase in the expense of equipment required, or of any 
material increase in the amount of labor performed because 
of the carriage of pouch mail, will receive individual con­
sideration when submitted to the Fourth Assistant Post­
master General, Division of Rural Mails, with a full state­
ment of the facts. The statement shall be submitted to 
the department through the postmaster, who shall make 
.such comment or recommendation thereon as he may 
deem proper. 

5. Rural carriers shall be paid semimonthly at the rates 
fixed by law, through certain designated post offices, upon 
presentation by postmasters at rural delivery offices of · 
properly executed vouchers. 

6. Regularly appointed temporary carriers shall be paid 
for service at the same rates of pay as regular carriers. 

Sec. 721. Pq of nbstltute canlen.- • • • Bubstltutea tor 
rural carriers on vacation to be paid durlllg aald service at the rate paid 
the carrier. 

2. A substitute rural carrier who performs service during 
the leave of absence, without pay, of a regular carrier shall 
be paid by the regular carrier at the per diem rate of pay 
for the number of days on which the substitute servee. 
If, during the carrier's absence without pay, it is necessary 
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~r the subl!titute to report at the office on Sundays or holi· 
.clays in accordance with the provisions of section 774 the 
llllbstitute shall be paid for those days. If the BUbstitute 
performs service for an entire month he shall be paid the 
full salary for that month. 

3. Substitutes who perform service for regular carriem 
absent with pay shall be paid at the per diem rate paid the 
carrier for each day's service exclusive of Sundays and 
aU'thorized holidays, and shall sign voucher Form. · 

4. Temporary substitute carriem shall be paid at the 
same rates and in the same manner as substitute carriem. 

Sec. 727. Carriers' vouchers.-Regular and temporary 
rural carriem shall sign the semimonthly voucher (Form 
4251) on the fifteenth day of each month and on the last 
day of the first two months of the quarter, and the quar­
~erly voucher in duplicate (Form 4252) on the last day of 
;he third month of each quarter for all service rendered 
and pay due them during the quarter. Substitute carriem 
who serve routes during the absence of regular carriem on 
annual leave shall sigu voucher Form 4253, while voucher 
Form 4253--B shall be signed by substitute carriem who 
serve routes while regular carriers are on sick leave, un· 
der the provisions of section 730. 

2. Postmasters at certifying offices shall see that the 
amount due a rural carrier or a. substitute rural carrier for 
service rendered each month or portions of a month is cor­
rectly entered on the voucher and that the carrier's signa­
ture thereto agrees with that in the appointment notice on 
file in the post office. 

S. Postmasters at certifying offices ehall keep strict 
account of the number of working days on which the car-
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riers wholly fail to perform service and make note thereof 
in the proper spaces in the vouchers, and for each day's 
total failure of service a deduction of one day's pay should 
be made, including suspension of service on any holiday 
not designated in section 735. ; 

4. A deduction of one day's pay shall also be made from i 
the salary of a rural carrier for each Sunday and designated 
legal holiday on which he shall fail to report at the office 
when directed to do so by the postmaster in accordance 
with the provisions of section 774. 

Sec. 727;. Deduottou for failuH to perform aentoe.-DeductionS 
toe !allure to perform service an a standard rural delivery route for 
twenty-four miles and less shall not exceed the rate of pay per mile !or 
service for twenty-four miles and less; and deductians for ta.llure to per- ~ 
form service an mileage in exceu of twenty-tour miles shsll not exceed 
the rate or compensation allowed tor such oxceu ID1leap. (Act of I uno 
6,1920.) I 

2. If a rural carrier shall iail to serve any part of his 1 
route and such failure is due to lack of proper endeavor, I 
proper equipment, or to any reason personal to the carrier, 
deduction shall be made from his salary for such partial 
failure at the rate of pay per mile for service on routes of 
twenty-four miles and less; and for failure to perform ser­
vice on that part of a. route in excess of twenty-four milee, [ 
deduction shall be made at the rate of pay for such 
additional mileage. 

Sec. 728. Temporary carriers.-Temporary rural carriera 
shall execute vouchers on the same form and in the same 
manner as regular carriers. 

Sec. 729. Vouchers for substitute carriers.-8ubstitutes 
for rural carriers who shall perform service during the ab­
sence of regular carriers on leave with pay shall execute 
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vouchers in duplicate (Form 4253),11igning their D&mee ex­
exactly u subecribed to iheir bonds, and the post.maeter 
at the certifying office shall attach his certificate that the 
eervice wu duly performed 'by the person signing the 
voucher. 

2. In caee of the death of a rural carrier the salary due 
him for service ahall be paid to the person who shall qualify 
under the rules of the department to receive and receipt 
therefor. Information on this subject will be furnished 
on application to the disbursing postma.stel'. 

Beo. '130. I.e&-. .. of ab-ce with pa:r.-Emplo,_ 111 tbe Postal 
Service shall be cranted fifteen days' leave of absence with pay, exclusive 
of Sundays and holidays, each tlscal year, and sick leave with pay at the 
rate of ten days a year, to be cumulative for a period of three years, but 
DO sick leave with pay In excess of thirty days shall be granted during any 
three ~onsecutlve years. Sick leave shall be granted mly upon u.tis­
:actary evidence of lllooss, and if more than two days the applle&Uon 
therefor shall be aooompanied by a physician's certlflcate. 

The ftlteen days' leave shall be credited at the rate of one and ou&o 
quarter days for each mmth or actual service. (Act of 1une 5, 1920.) 

2. Until a rural carrier hu been in the service for 12 
months he may not t&ke 15 days' annual leave at one 
time, but only ll days for each month of actual serv­
ice since the date of his appointment u regular carrier. 
Poetmliaters should endeavor to have carriers take 
their annual leave when most convenient and when 
bonded substitutes are available. Leave for a fractional 
part of a day shall not be granted. · 

In connection with the granting of sick leave with pay 
to the employees of the Postal Service, in accordance 
with the ~lasruication act of June 5, 1920, postmasters 
and other offioials are directed to accept certificates of 

32657"-21--7 
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illneas only from practitioner~~ regularly liceneed or 
legally practicing in the State or district where auch cer-­
tificate ill illlrued. 

3. Annual leave of absence accruing to a rural carrier 
during one fiBcal year shall not be allowed or taken during 
a subsequent :fiecal year. 

4. A rural carrier serving as a witnMI for the Government 
in aU nited States court, or serving as a member of a civil­
service examining board, will be allowed leave with pay 
during the period of suck service in addition to the annual 
leave to which he ill otherwise entitled, but in every 
such case immediate report shall be made to the depart­
ment, with dates and the name of the temporary carrier 
who served the route. 

Sec. '181. Bonded aubaUtute to be employed.-When a 
rural carrier ill absent, hill place shall be filled, if p<llllible, 
by a bonded substitute. A regular carrier on leave with 
pay shall not be employed as substitute for another carrier 
who ill on leave of absence. 

Sec. '132. Vouchers for subsUtutes.-When a rural car­
rier takes hill 15 days' leave with pay in one period, a 
voucher in favor of the substitute employed in hill abeence 
shall be forwarded to the paying postma.sterimm~tely at 
the expiration of the leave period. If the carrier takes 
annual leave at several times during the fiscal year a 
voucher may be submitted in favor of the substitute at the 
end of each period of leave, except where leave is taken at 
different times during the same month and the route is 
served by the same substitute, when only one voucher 
shall be prepared for the vacation service in that month. 
If more than one substitute is employed during the leave 
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period of a. carrier, a. eepara.te voucher ahall be certified 
to cover the service rendered by ea.ch aubetitute. 

Bee. '788. Leave without paJ.-PoetmaBtem ma.y, in 
addition to the leave of absence with pay provided by law, 
grant lea.ve of absence without pay to rural carriem, such 
leave not to exceed 30 days in any one 1isca.l year. Appli­
cations for leave of absence to cover a longer period in 
cases of illne~~~, or dilla.bility received in the service, must 
be submitted by the poctfmal!ter to the Fourth .!Mista.nt 
P011tma8ter General with a full statement of the facts, but 
leave of absence for more than one year will not be gra.nted 
in any such cue. Rura.l ca.rriem who desire to be absent 
for longer periods will be dropped from the rolJa without 
prejudice. 

2. Applica.tion for leave without pay on account of sick­
n8811 shall be a.ccompanied, if p<lllllible, with a statement 
from the attending physician certifying aa to the nature 
of the carrier's illnees a.nd its probable duration. 

3. When a. carrier is absent from duty on account of a.n 
injury suata.ined while on duty, the first da.te of a.baence, 
and the name of the tempora.ry carrier employed should 
be reported promptly to the Fourth Assistant Post1D811ter 
General. A report ef the injury should be made to the 
United Sta.tea Employees' Compensation CoiilDlillsion, 
Waabington, D. C., upon a form which should be ob­
tained from the nearest post office of the firllt claaa. 

Seo. 7M. .A.bBeJlce without permlsllion.-Abeence of a 
rural carrier without the permission of the postmaater sub­
jects him, in addition to forfeiture of hill pay for the period 
of 1111ch abeence, to reprimand, IIUIIpension without pay, 
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·or ' removal £rom the service, as the circumstances may 
warrant. 

Sec. 73G• HoUdayi.--Betvice ehall not be required on 
rural-delivery routes on New Year's Day, WBBhington's 
Birthday, Memorial or ~coration Day (May 30), Fourth of 
July; Labor Day (the 1i.nJt Monday in September), or on 
such day as the President may set apart as Thanksgiving 
Day. Service is required on Christmas Day. 

2. When a holiday on which service is not required falls I 
on Sunday, the following Monday ehall be observed unless 
otherwise specially provided. ! 

Postmasters are without authority to grant holidays to 1 

rural carriers, except as above set forth, and a carrier who 
absents himself from duty without permission on any other 
day which may be a State or local holiday, will lose a day's 
pay, and is sUbject to severe disciplinary action. 

Many telegraphic inquiries are received from postJna&. 
ters whether service may ·be suspended on certain State 
holidays and · days of ·:local celebration ·and because of 
death of persons conneeted with the local post office. SU&­
pension of serviceon such occasions will not be authorized, 
although, if deemed advisable by the postmaster, he may 
authorize the rural carriers to vary their schedules so as 
to enable them to participate in the exercises or ceremonies 
involved, provided the patrons of the routes are duly noti­
fied that such action is to be taken. 

Sec. 788. Carriers subordinate to poll1masters.-Rural 
carriers are subordinate to the poattnasters at the offices to 
which ·they are attached and shall comply with their in· 
.structions and obey their orders,' subject to directions from 
the department. 
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Sec. 787. Neataeaa ad CIOlU'tiMJ requiled.-Rural car­
riers while on duty ehall present a neat appearance, and be 
courteous to patrons. 

Sec. 788. Bxeuqilary conduct reqll!red.-Rural carriel'll 
aball not u.ee intoxicants while in charge of the mail, Bhall 
not drink to excel!ll at any time, and ehall refrain from im­
proper conduct of any character under penalty of appro­
priate punildu:nant, or, in repeated irultances, of 11eparation 
from the service. 

Sec. 788. DeliDquenciea.-Poeimaatens ehall make 
prompt report to the Fourth .Aasi.stant PoetmaBter General, 
Division of Rural Mails, of any dereliction on the part of 
carrier, such aa diabonesty, immorality, intoxication, any 
irregularity in the traneaction of money-order or registry 
busineea, continued failure, without excUBe, to serve their 
routes completely, unsatiBfactory service, persistent insub­
ordination and dillregard of poetmaster's orders, or other 
conduct detrimental to the best intereirta of the service, 
and await. specific iutructions before taking other action 
in the matter. 

Sec. 740. Duties as citizena.-Rural carriel'll and clerks 
in charge of rural stations are not, by rea.eon of their 
official character, entitled to any special privileges, nor are 
they exempt from performing jury or road duty, or from 
any other obligations impoeed by the laws of any State, 
county, or municipality upon its citizens, but are exempt 
from militia duty without regard to their ages. 

Sec. 741. Bolding other positions.-A rural carrier 
aball not hold any State, county, municipal, or toWDIIhip 
office, whether appointive or elective, regardlesa of the fact 
that no compensation may attach to the poeition, nor enter 

stampsmarter.com 



102 POSTAL LAWS .AND BEGU'LA.TIONB. 

a primary or general election with a view to BeCuring a 
political office. 

Sec. 742. PollUcal prhilecea.-Rural carriem and clerb 
in charge of rural atationa have a right to vote 88 they 
pleue and to expreee privately their opinioliB on &11 polit­
ical subject!!, butthey shall take no active part in political 
management or political campaigns. 

Sec. 7t3. Carriers not to circulate peUUoaa.-Rural 
carriers l!hall not circulate or encourage the circulation of 
petitions for changes in the service, the appointment or 
removal of postmaaters, or for a.ny other object in con­
nection with the postal service. 

Sec. 7tt. Sollcitmc for 'buafneas OOJloems and fum1ah­
ing of namea of patroas forbidden.-Rural carriers l!hall 
not, either in perBQn or through others, directly or in­
directly, or by any method whatever, cooperate with or 
assist publil!hers or others in securing the patronage of the 
public, nor furnish, directly or through others, the names 
and addresses of patrons of the service, with or without 
compensation, to any individual or company, except to 
officers who are, under the regulations, · entitled to them. 
(See sec. 171.) 

Sec. 7t6. Passenpra.-Rural carriers l!hall not carry 
in their vehicles while on duty any unauthorized pel'IIOJl, 
but shall allow post-office inspectors a.nd other agent!! of 
the department, o.u presentation of proper credentials, to 
accompany them on their regular trips. 

Numero\1.8 request.!l are received by the department for 
permillllion to allow members of a carrier's family or othem 
to accompany him while he is on duty, or for authority to 
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permit the carrier to employ a chaufleur to drive him 
over the route in au automobile when thia type of vehicle 
iaueed. 

In view of the provUion.a of the foresoing p&r~~~aph, 
requests of thia killd are uniformly refuaed. The only 
periiOJ18 who are authorized to accompany a rural carrier 
when in the eervice of his route are poeklffice in.apectom 
and other agent.tl of the department, upon pl'tlllentation of 
proper credentials, and poetmaatem, or their official rep~ 
aentativee, when on poetal bueinees. Exceptions to these 
proviaion.a are not to be made by poetmastel'll, who are 
enjoined to see that they are obeerved, and the carrier 
who violates the regulation bearing upon the matter is 
BUbject to discipline. 

Sec. '148. PeDaioa Youohera authenUoated by l'1lD1 
carriers.-Rural carriem are required and authorized to 
administer oaths required of pensioners and their wit­
n61!11611 in the execution of pension vouchem and may 
charge 25 cent.tl for each voucher. They must follow c~ 
fully the iwrtruction.a contained in section 292. 

Sec. 7•7. Postma1ters to enforce replatloD•.-POIIt­
mastere at officee where rural-delivery service is in opera­
tion shall familiarize theln.aelvee with the regulation.a, 
rulee, orders, and in.atructions governing rural delivery, u 
the service is under their supervision and they. are re­
quired to instruct carriem and inform others in relation 
to it. 

Sec. 7.Y. Postmaster~~ shall supervise work of carriers, 
make trips of inspection over routes, and recommend 
proper changea in service. 
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POIItmastere shall supervise the work of the rural carriers 
and eee that they perform their duties in an efficient 
manner and shall keep themselves informed 8B to the con­
ditiODI! of the routes attached to their offices and the busi­
ness transacted on them. Postmasters shall make tripe 
of inspection over the rwal routes twice each year, within 
the months of April and October, such inspections to be 
made without expense to the department, and reports 
shall be submitted to the Fourth Assiatant Poetmaster 
General, Division of Rural Y.a.ils, in the prescribed form, 
a copy of each report to be kept in the files of the post 
office. 

2. Postmasters shall make prompt report to the depart­
ment of any permanent changes of travel by rural carriers 
from the line of the routes 8B officially described, due to 
changes in roads by State or local authorities, or for other 1 

re8BOD8, and should make recommendation for withdrawal 
of service from retraces or other portions of routes not 
regularly traveled, or on which the number of families 
served and amount of mail delivered aDd collected .do not 
warrant continuance of service thereon. They should 
make suggestions for extenaiona .of routes for the supply 
of families not easily accessible to facilities, or to more 
conveniently serve patrons when, in their opinion, the 
number of families, the distance they reside from rural or 
star routes or post offices, and the condition of the ro&ds to 
be covered warrant such extensions. 

ND'rE.-At o1Dces of the first aDd aeoond eiMiee postmasters may 
depullie the assistant postmaster or some other competent employee 
to maJr:e the lnspeetlons required and to prepare the reports for aub-
mllslon by them. . 
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Sec. 748. 011loe worli:.-Poetmaaters shall not require 
carr:iem to perform work in post ofiices, except such as 
may be neci!IBIU')' for the proper discharge of their owu 
duties. <luriem shall not be permitted, withoui specific 
authority from the department, to handle or have acce1111 
to mail other than that of patrons of their routes. 

Posimastem al city delivery offices may require ruml 
carr:iem to relay bundles of mail to package boxes conven~ 
iently located on the established line of ruml routes for 
subsequent delivery by city carriem. 

2. Postmastem may obtain permission from the depart­
ment to allow ruml carriem to asllist in the separation of 
l!ecOnd, third, and fourth class matter only when such 
action is necel!llary to enable the carriem to depart for the 
service of their routes at the prescribed time and a change 
in the schedule is impracticable. 

Sec. 760. Carriers to have access to Postal Laws and 
B.egulatlons.-Rural carriem sllall have acce1111 to the 
copies of the Postal Laws a.nd Regulations a.nd Offici&l 
Postal Guides in poet offices so that they may inform 
thellli!Olves regarding all regulations, rules, and ordem 
relating to the Rural Delivery Service. Carriem shall 
receive their instructions and obtain information concern­
ing the service from the pos~l'B to whom they are 
subordinate and shall not write to the department in 
regard to such matters. In caeee of uncertainty poet­
IDallters shall submit questions to the department and 
await definite instructiEmB. 

2. Rural carrierS may submit directly to the department 
suggestions pertaining solely to methods of improving 
the service, either by enlargement of the local delivery 
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zone to eerve more patzona at reduced~ rates, through 
the direct exchange of mail matter between carriem, or by 
any other means that will promote the efficiency of the 
eervice or increa~~e the patronage thereof. Copies ef all 
euggestiona at time of t.rawnnil!llion ehall be furnished the 
postDla&ter, whOBe duty it shall be to forward the eame to 
the Fourth .Aad.etant POBtDlaBter General, with such 
recommenda.tion or comment ae :may be deemed proper. 

Sec. 761. Special rulea proposed by poatmaatera.-Any 
special rules or instructiona which postDla&ters :may dame 
to promulgate for the guidance of their rural carriers with 
a view to promoting efficiency and maintaining proper 
diJ!cipline shall be submitted to the Fourth .A8sista.nt 
POBtDlaBter General for approval. 

Sec. 768. Caniera' duUea.-The official duties of rural 
carriers shall be the delivery into and collection from 
boxes on their routes of :m&il :matter of all cla8ses, eerving 
of poet offices with mail whenever such eervice .ia author­
ized, Bale of BtaDlp supplies, receiving and receipting for 
:matter presented for registration, delivery of regiatered 
:matter, the handling of registered :matter in tra.nei.t over 
their route&, taking of applicationa for money orders and 
the money therefor, the acceptance of parcels for insur­
ance, the acceptance of C. 0. D. parcels, the forwarding of 
mail addreeeed to their patrona and the traii.IIfer of mail 
of folDler patrona whOBe add.resaes have been changed to 
other routes, the erection of United States collection boxes, 
and the performance of such other duties aa may be 
required of them by law and the regulatiOII.II of the 
department. 
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sec. '168. l'lmda reoei-.e4.-Rural carriers shall account 
for and promptly pay over to the proper officiala all 
funds belonging to the United States which may come into 
their :poeeeeaion, and make proper di.Bpollition of any 
money intrusted to them 88 agenta of the Post Office 
Department. 

Sec. 'lK. Boster of patro:u.-Every rurai carrier Bhall 
procure the name of each patron over 10 yeam of age on 
his route, using for that purpoee the "Patron's name and 
adcin. slip," and shall enter the names in alphabetical 
order in the roster book (item 136), and place opposite 
each name the number of the box through which mail 
ia delivered. He shall also keep in the same book a 
numerically arranged liat of boxes, with the names of all 
perBOn& receiving mail through a box placed opposite ita 
number. 

2. POBtmasters shall have prepared from the patrons' 
name and addreM slips, and posted in the workroom of 
the office, liats of names of patrons of each route with 
number of box oppoeite each patron's name. 

3. Poatmaaters shall make a quarterly examination of 
each rural carrier's roster of patrons and ascertain the 
correctne88 thereof. 

Sec. '166. :aoom for carr1en.--8pace shall be provided 
for the rural carriers in &Ome part of the post office not 
acceeaible to the public, which space shall be sufficient to 
enable them properly to perform their office work. Car­
riers shall have &eee88 to thia portion of the office only for 
such time 88 may be required to arrange their mail and to 
make nec-r records and reports before and after serving 
their routes. 
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Bee. '1141. Impauable JO&ds, etc.-In all cases of im 
pas!lll.ble roade, bad condition of roads, UlliiBfe bridges, 
dangerous fords, or other obstructions to service on rural 
routes, the postmasters at distributing offices ehall notify 
the patrons affected and the road supervisors or officiah 
in charge of such matters and request that the necEliiiBl"J' 
repairs be made. If the repairs are not made within a 
reasonable time the postmaster shall report the facts w 
the Fourth Asaistant Postmaster Gener&l, Division ol 
Rural Mails, including the names of the patrons affected 
and the officials in charge. Poetmaeters shall in like 
manner report every instance where a nonautomatic 
gate is being maintained on any road covered by Rural 
Delivery Service. 

Sec. '16'1. Denations from routes.-Rural carriers shall 
serve their routes as ordered by the department and ae 
officially described, except in cases of emergency. In 
such cases the deviation shall be reported immediately 
by the carriers to the poetm.asters. If the official lines of 
travel are not promptly resumed, the facts should be re­
ported to the Fourth Allsil!tant Postmaster General, 
Division of Rural Mails. 

2. When owing to climatic or other conditions which can 
not be controlled, a carrier serving one triweekly route is 
unable to perform service on the days prescribed by the 
department, he shall, if conditions permit, be required to 
perform service on the next working day. 

Sec. '168. Carriers to uae utmost endeavor to serve 
routes.-Rural carriers shall report at the offices for duty ill 
accordance with schedule without regard to the conditioa 
of the weather and to put forth every effort to perform full 
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servlce. If & carrier is temporarily prevented from travel­
ing over hia route 118 officially described, he shall, if 
neceeeary to serve 110me of hia p&trons, reverse the order 
of travel, e.nd shall, in caae of e.ny obstruction to tmvel 
over the regular route, uee e.ny ave.llable roads in order 
to serve his pe.trons. 

2. Postmasters may permit carriers to perform service on 
horseback when, on account of storms or other causes, roads 
are temporarily itnpaBfl&ble for vehicles. In such caaes the 
preecri.bed schedule shall be observed e.nd the mail com­
pletely protected from 1066 or damage. 

Sec. 769. Regular service reqUired.-Postmasters at 
distributing offices shall not penmt suspension or inter­
ruption of service on ru.ral-delivery routes because of the 
absence of regular carriers or substitutes, but in such emer­
gency shall employ a suitable per110n to perform service 
temporarily e.nd promptly report the facts to the depart­
ment. 

Sec. 780. Schedules.-Rural carriers shall report at the 
post offices to which they are attached not le68 than 30 
minutes prior to the scheduled hour of departure to serve 
their routes, or 118 much earlier 118 may be nece68ary to 
en&ble them to 118!10rt their mail for delivery, shall have 
their conveyances at the post offices by the starting time, 
e.nd shall return with their collections before going to their 
homes. They shall cover their routes expeditiously, but 
so regulate the mte of travel that the respective boxes will 
be reached at about the same hour each day. 

2. In case of emergency a tempomry deviation from the 
schedule may be permitted, but no permanent change in 
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a carrier's IIChedule shall be made except by direction of 
the department. 

3. When a change of IIChedule ia rendered advisable by 
reason of change in the time of arrival or departure of ma.ila 
or for any other reason, the postmuter shall notify the 
department accordingly and submit a new schedule. 

4. PostmaBters shall require carriers to delay departure 
for service of their routes one hour when advisable on 
account of delay in incoming mails at the post office, 
provided such delay in departure will not prevent the 
complete performance of service on the route or the 
regular dispatch of mails collected by the carrier. 

5. Carriers, while serving their routes, may stop not to 
exceed 30 minutes for dinner and to feed their animals, 
provided such stop will not prevent their return to the 
distributing office on schedule time. During such interval 
the carrier shall retain pel'BOnal custody of the mail and 
equipment. 

Sec. 761. 'l'rip reports.-The exact time a rural carrier 
reports at the office, leaves to serve hia route, returns at 
completion of the trip, and leaves the office after complet­
ing hia duties shall be reported daily by him on Form 4240 
and Form 4241. In case of partial failure the carrier shall 
note in hia report the cause of his failure to complete the 
trip, the number of miles traveled, and the number of 
miles of the route served. The entries shall be made at 
the beginning and end of hia trip. The carrier shall not 
be permitted to take the report away from the post office, 
and at the end of each month he shall complete the report 
promptly. 
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Fol'Dl8 4241, prepared by rural carriers and forwarded 
' to the department monthly, are frequently accompanied 
by letters relating to employment of temporary rural car­
riem (involving the ilsuance of ll8lary ordera), complainta 
againat employees, propoeed amendmenta of routes, 
changes of schedule, etc. 

Such lett.em should not be held until the end of the 
month, but should be sent to the deparbnent without 
delay. 

Under no circumstances should correspondence be 
incloeed with trip reports except it pertains solely to 
such reports. 

Sec. 782. IrreplariUea bl Hnloe to be reported.-At 
the end of each month in which irregularities occur in the 
service, postmasters at distributing offices shall prepare a 

. report in duplicate on Form 5502~, setting forth the total 
11118p6nsions of service and partial failures which occurred 
during the month. When no deductions have been made 
from the carriers' salaries in cases of either total or partial 
failures, the postmaster shall state the reasons for not mak­
ing deductioD.ll and, when the route has been but partly 
served, give the number of miles traveled by the carrier on 
each day and the cause of the partial failure. 

Sec. 783. Loop routes.-Rural carriers who serve "loop 
routee" shall report to the postmasters at offices to which 
they are attached at stated intervals for instructions and to 
have checked their accounts of stamps and other postal 
supplies, and the postmasters shall exercise as cloee super­
vision as practicable over the service and keep themeelves 
adYil!ed, as far as po!llible, through inquiry of patrons and 
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otherwi.ee, as to the character of service rendered by the . 
ca.nie~. 

, Sec. '184. Outllide emploJD1ent, restrictions.-Rural 
earriem shall not 110licit business or receive ordel'l! of any 
kind for a.ny pel'I!On, firm, or corporation, and shall not 
during their hours of employment carry any merchandise 
for hire : Prwided, That said carriers may carry merchan­
dise for hire and upon the request of patrons residing upon 
their respective routes whenever it shall not interfere 
with the proper discharge of their official duties and under 
such regulations as the POI!tmaster General may preacribe. 

2. Rural carriers shall not engage in any business while 
on or off duty which oifel'l! temptation to solicit patronage 
on their routes or in which their official position would give 
them special advantage over competitors. 

3. Rural carriers shall be permitted to carry outside of 
the mails, for and upon request of patrons of their routes, 
articles and pack~ of merchandise which under the law 
and regulations are unmailable, provided there is no delay 
or interference with the regular mail service; but intoxi­
cating liquors, explosives, or any articles exhaling bad 
odor shall not in any circumstances be carried by them 
while on duty. 

4. Rural carriers shall not carry while on duty any I 
package of mailable matter the weigh1 Qf which is within 
the limit preecribed for admission to the mails (except 
franked and other matter entitled under the law to free 
tra.nsportation), unless postage shall have been paid there­
on at regular rates. Admissible matter. shall be properly 
prepared for mai~g and carried only in the mails. 
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6. Rural carriers shall noc while on duty convey outside 
the mails any packaf!e which hae been rendered uwnail­
able by the addition of extraneous matter, nor any package 
containing articles or parcels to be delivered by the carrier 
to different peli!Oilll. 

6. Articles and packages which pa.trous desire conveyed 
outside the mails sha.ll be delivered to the carrier in per­
son. Carriers shall not leave their routes while on duty 
to receive or deliver such matter. 

7. Any fees cha.rged by the carriers for transporting and 
delivering matter outside the mails shall be paid by the 
patrons for whom such service is rendered. Carriers shall 
not receive compensation from merchants for such service. 

Rural carriers should encourage the use of the mails but 
should not act aB agents or solicitors for any particular 
individual, firm, or corporation, aB the foregoing section 
prohibits them from doing so. 

Sec. 766. Paasace of carrier not to be obstructed.-The 
p8llll8.g6 of a carrier on a. rural route shall not be wilfully 
obetructed, but rural carriers are not entitled to privileges 
on a. public highway not possessed by private indi'ri.duale. 
(See sees. 1706 and 1712.) 

Sec. 786. Separation of mall by o:fll.ce force required.­
The mail for each rural route sha.ll be separa~d by the 
postmaster or his aBBieta.nts at the distributing office and 
handed to the carrier for delivery. 

Sec. 767. Arra.ngin& by ca.rriers.-Before starting from 
distributing offices rural carriers shall aBBOrt their mail, 
manging it in the order in which it is to be delivered, 
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placing together the entire mail for each box, in order 
that prompt and accurate delivery may be effected. 

Note.-8ee lleCtlon 781. 

Sec. 788. Rural camera accountable for mall matter.­
Rural carriers are held strictly accountable for the care 
and proper delivery or dispatch of mail intrusted to them; 
they shall not carry mail in the pockets of their clothing, 
throw it into yards, nor.leave it where it is likely to be 
lost. Throwing away, destroying, or improperly di&. 
posing of mail matter of any kind is an offell86 punishable 
by fine or imprisonment. 

2. A parcel too large to be placed in the addressee's box, 
shall be carried out on the route on the first trip after its 
receipt at the post office, but shall not be left outside of 
the box. Where the patron does not live within hailing 
distance of the route and is not at the box to receive the 
parcel from the carrier, a notice on the form for that pur­
pose shall be left in the box, requesting that the patron 
meet the carrier on the next trip unless the parcel is called 
for at the post office in the meantime. 

Sec. 769. Exhibition of mail to unauthorized persons 
and acceptance of fees for delivery forbidden.-Mail shall 
not be exhibited by rural carriers to others than the 
addressees. 

2. Rural carriers shall not request or receive from 
patrons fees for the delivery or collection of mail, and 
shall not require the payment of postage on mail in excess 
of that prescribed by law. 

Sec. 770. Kanner of addresBinr; mall matter.-Mail, 
other than registered, insured and C. 0. D. mail, for de­
livery by rural carriers which is addressed merely to the 
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box and route number may be delivered to the owner of 
'&he box u long B8 no improper or unlawful bwdnet111 is 
conducted in this manner. Matter which ill unaddl'etllled 
is undeliverable. 

2. First-claes matter mailed by a patron and returned 
on account of failure of delivery to the addleesee ab.all be 
placed in the box of the sender if the name of the poet 
office and the route and box numbers are given on the re­
turn card, regardl8118 of the abeence of the aender's name. 

See section 504, paragraph 2, which requires postmasters to report 
~ fictitious addresies, and section 9351 paragraph 12, reganllng 
regiStered matter. Insured and C. 0. D. maillS delivered In accOrdance 
with the reculatlons that govern the delivery of registered maU. 

Sec. 771. Delivery to none but addressees or duly au­
thorized persons.-Ordinary mail shall be delivered only 
into boxes of patrons to whom it ill addr8118ed, or into those 
of persons duly authorized to receive it. Carriers may 
deliver such mail directly to patrons whom they meet 
provided their identity ill known and carriers are not 
thereby unduly delayed. 

Sec. 772. Examination of boxes by carriers.-Rural 
carriers shall open and examine boxes of patrons only 
when signals are displayed to indicate that they contain 
mail for dispatch. 

2. When the carrier finds the signal displayed indicat­
ing that there is mail in a box for dispatch and he hal! 
mail for delivery in the box, he shall let the signal remain 
displayed, but if he deposits no mail in the box he shall 
lower the signal. In cases where the signal has not been 
displayed and he deposits mail in the box, he shall raise 
the signal. 
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Sec. 778. Oftloe dellvery to rmal patrons.-P08tmasten! 
shall deliver mail of all classe8 to patrons of rural-delivery 
routes who call therefor at the offices whim they are open 
for busine111 on Suadays and holidays, and also at other 
times when such delivery will not interfere with the 
buaine111 of the office or delay the rural carriers in depart.. 
\ng for service of their routes. 

Sec. 774. Carriers to report on SunclaJS and holidaya 
when neceaaary.-Postmasters may, if conditions justify, 
require rural carriers to report for duty for one hour on 
holidays on which service is not rendered on rural routes 
to assist in delivering mail to patrons of rural routes who 
call for it. Postmasters shall not call upon rural carriers 
to perform duty on Sunday, except when their services 
are urgently neceBB&rY for the purpose above set forth. 

Sec. 776. Postage due mall at rmal-deuVery oftlces.­
When mail matter, addre!IBed to a patron of a rural route, on 
which the required postage has not been fully paid, is 
received at the distributing office, the postmaster shall 
note thereon the amount of postage due and hand the 
mail to the carrier for delivery on collection of the amount 
due. If the deficient postage can be collected by the car­
rier without leaving his route he shall, on receiving the 
required amount in coin, affix postage-due stampe to the 
matter, cancel them and deliver the mail; otherwiae the 
carrier sltall fill in a notification card (Form 4233), deposit 
in the addressee's box and return the unpaid or part-paid 
matter to the post office to be held until the amount of 
postage due is paid or .directions are received from the 
addressee as to disposition of such mail. 
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2. When matter on which jloBtage ill to be collected ill 
aent out for delivery upon a rural route, tile carrier Bhall be 
fumiahed by the postmaster with postage-due stamps in 
the required amount, but such stamps shall not be affixed 
to the mail until the carrier Bhall receive in coin the 
amount due. 

Sec. 776. Peuion maU.-Letters. from the Bureau of 
Pensiona bearing upon the envelope reference to the act 
of .August 17, 1912, adm-1 to a patron of a rural route 
shall be delivered at the residence of the addreee4ie by the 
carrier on his regular trip if such reeidence ill not more 
than one-half mile from the line of travel and there ill a 
paasable road leading thereto. 

2. If the patron 'a rel!idence ill more than one-half mile 
from the route, or there ill no pamable road leading to his 
residence, a note Bhall be placed in his box informing him 
of the receipt of pension mail at the poat office and that he 
may pet'llOnally receive such mail at his box, or by calling 
at the post office for it. (See 11ec. 608.) 

Sec. 777. Diversion of mail in transit prohibited.­
Postmastem and rural carri.em shall not divert in transit 
any mail addressed to a poet office other than the dilltrib­
uting office 'for the purpo1!6 of effecting more expeditious 
delivery thereof by carrier to the box of the addreBBee . 
.All mail shall be delivered from the post office to which 
it ill addressed except as otherwille provided by the Postal 
Laws and Regulationa. 

Sec. 778. Intermediate otllcea.-Rural carriem shall 
Btop regularly at intermediate offices on their routes for 
mail addressed to such offices for patrons of the rural­
delivery routes. If such patrons reside on the part of the 
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route already traveled by the carrier the mail shall be left 
overnight in the distributing office and delivered by the 
carrier on his next trip. Such action shall not be con­
sidered aa forwarding mail and no additional postage shall 
be required. Postmasters at intermediate officee or their 
assistants shall receive such mail from and deliver it to 
the carriers at their vehiclee. 

Sec. 779. Acceptance of any man required, whea.-A 
rural carrier shall accept any mailable matter which may 
be tendered to him by any person for delivery or dispatch 
provided the postage is fully prepaid or money equal to 
the postage required is furnished, unless it is ascertained 
that the purpose of thus handing mail to the carrier for 
deposit into one office is to "boycott" another office, or 
deprive it of its legitimate revenue. This provision ap­
plies also to registry busin81!8, the insurance of fourth-cl888 
matter, the sale of postal supplies, and to money-order 
business. 

Sec. 780. Acceptu.ce of matter for which postap is not 
determined.-When matter is tendered to a rural carrier 
for mailing, the weight of which or the rate of postage 
thereon he is unable to ascertain, .he shall receive from 
the eender an amount sufficient to insure full payment of 
postage, take the mail to the poet office, and affix the 
neceesary postage, returning to the sender on the next 
trip any exce1111 amount collected. 

Seo. 781. Turning in of collecUons.-All mail collected 
by rural carriers shall be properly fa.ced by them and de­
posited in the distributing offices for delivery or dispatch, 
except such aa they a.re specifically authorized by the 
department to deliver or depadt in another manner. 
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Sec. m. Unstamped matter foUlld In boxes.-When a 
rural carrier finds unstamped mail in a patron's box, and 
the requisite amount of money for postage properly 
wrapped or placed in a coin-holding receptacle, he shall 
collect the mail and money and affix the neceesary stamps. 

2. When mailable matter is deposited in a box for 
dispatch and the required postage has not been paid nor 
sufficient money left for the purchase of stamps, a rural 
carrier shall, when the identity of the sender is known, 
place in the box a notice that I!Uch matter can not be dis­
patched until the necessary postage is paid. If the iden­
tity of the sender is unknown the matter shall be taken 
to the distributing office and treated as prescribed in 
eection 545. 

3. Mail boxes erected on rural routes are intended 
exclusively for the reception of matter regularly in the 
mails, and any mailable matter, such as circulars, sale 
bills, etc., deposited therein is subject to the rules gov­
erning the mails, including proper addressing and the 
payment of postage at the regular rate. 

4. When a rural carrier finds deposited in a box mailable 
matter on which postage has not been paid, addreesed to 
or intended for the person in whose box it is deposited, 
the carrier shall take such matter to the distributing post 
office to be held for postage and treated as prescribed by 
section 545. 

Sec. '188. Bzchange of mall through United States col­
lection boxes.-Where the exchange of mail by rural car­
riers through a United States collection box is authorized, 
each carrier shall open the box and deposit in it, without 
canceling the stamps, mail collected on his route addreesed 
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to patrons of the intemecting route, to intermediate post 
otlices or stations located thereon, or to the distributing 
office, delivery or dispatch of which will be thereby ad­
vanced, to be collected by the carrier on the connecting 
route. 

2. When carriers on intersecting rural routes are author­
ized to make hapd-to-hand exchange, each shall deliver 
to the other all mail which would be thereby advanced 
in delivery or dispatch. 

Seo 784. Cancellation by carriers of mail deUvered en 
route.-When mail is collected by a carrier en reute, or 
received by one carrier from another, which can, in regular 
course of service, be delivered in the addressee's box by 
the. receiving carrier prior to his return to the distributing 
office, he shall cancel the stamps thereon by writing legibly 
acroes them, with an indelible pencil, the date, the name 
of the distributing office, the State, and the number of 
the route, and deposit the mail in the proper box. 

2. The value of stamps canceled by a carrier on mail 
collected and delivered by him shall be reported to the 
postmaster of the distributing office. 

3. Any mail collected or received by a rural carrier on 
his route addreBSed for delivery at a post office on a route 
other than the one from which his route starts, shall be 
delivered, uncanceled, at the office of address, if an inter­
mediate post office, or dispatched to the office of addreee, 
even though the addressee is a patron of the carrier's route 
and a more-expeditious delivery could be effected by the 
carrier. 

4. Except a.s provided in this section, no stamps on 
mail shall be canceled by carriers. 
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Sec. 786. :Reports by .carriers.~ Rum! carrieruhe.ll make 
daily entries on Form 4240 of the number of pieces of mail 
delivered and collected on their routes, the number of 
registered letters and parcels received, dolivered, and 
handled in transit, and the number of letters and parcels 
registered, and the number of applications for money orders 
received, value of stampa canceled on mail collected, and 
the value of stamps, stamped paper, etc. , sold by them. 
Postmasters shall certify to the correctness of the reports 
and retain them in the office files. 

2. When the delivery and collection on a route aggregates 
more than 5,000 pieces of mail a month for three con­
secutive months, the counting of mail may be discontinued 
except during the first month of each quarter, as provided 
by paragraph 3 of . this section, but the keeping of the 
record of registered matter, applications for money orders, 
value of stamps on mail collected, and value of stamps,. 
stamped paper, etc., sold shall be continued. 

3. During the first month of each quarter, a count shall 
be kept of the number of pieces of mail delivered and 
collected on every rural route. At the end of such periods, 
the postmaster shall report to th~ department the number 
of pieces of each class of mail handled and the number of 
families served on each route, certifying to the correctn.ess 
thereof. 

Sec. 786. :Return of mail by carriers torbidden.-Mail 
which has come into the custody of a rural carrier shall 
not be returned by him to any person. Any application 
for return of a letter or package shall be referred to the. 
postmaster at the distributing office. 
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Sec. '717. Undelivered mall and poatal funds to be 
delivered to postmaster.-Rural carriers shall deliver to 
the poetmaster or other authorized person, each day, 
immediately after completing their trips, the undelivered 
matter and the mail collected by them and all postal funds 
and stamp supplies, and complete their money-order and 
registry business records and make all required reports 
before going off duty. When conditions warrant it, poet­
masters may require carriers before going off duty to ar­
range for delivery by them mail received after the depar­
ture of the carriers upon the service of their routes. Car­
riers shall not, except by specific authority of the depart­
ment, or in cases of extreme emergency, retain any mail 
in their possession overnight. 

2. Carriers shall note on the face of each piece of mail 
which they are unable to deliver the reaaon for nondelivery. 

Sec. 788. 11n1dent!Aed man.-When the addressee of 
mail received at a distributing office is unknown, such mail 
llhal.l be placed in the hands of the rural carriers for identi­
fication and delivery before it is treated ae undelivered 
matter. 

Sec. 789. Star service over rural routes.-Persons resid­
ing on roads traveled by both star-route and rural carriers 
may receive an additional and supplemental box delivery 
by star carriers. 

Sec. 790. Two rural routes on one road.-A patron resid­
ing on a road traveled by two or more rural carriers may 
select the carrier by whom he prefers to have his mail deliv­
ered and collected, in which case only the designated car­
rier shall handle his mail. Unless such selection is made 
by the patron each carrier paesing the box shall deliver 
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mail into it and collect therefrom any mail which he can 
expedite in dispatch or delivery. 

Sec. 791. Oontacfous dlaeaaes.-Rural carriers shall 
deliver mail into the boxee of patrons in whose family con­
tagious diseaeee exist when this can be done without 
exposure to contagion, but no mail shall be collected from 
such boxee while quarantine is in force. 

2. When service on a rural route is wholly or partially 
suspended on account of quarantine becauee of the preva­
lence of a contagious disease, the postmaster shall promptly 
notify the department of the fact. (See sec. 528.) 

Sec. 792. Special delivery at residence within half mlle 
of route.-Bpecial-delivery mail addressed to a patron of a 
rural route who livee more than 1 mile from the poet office 
shall be sent out by the carrier on his fimt trip after the 
receipt of such mail and shall be delivered by the carrier 
at the patron's dwelling or place of businees, provided it is 
not more than one-half mile from the route, for which ser­
vice the carrier shall be paid the regular fee. If the patron 
reeidee more than one-half mile from the route, the mail, 
after being properly recorded, shall be delivered by the 
carrier into the patron's box the IIIUile as ordinary mail. 
In the latter case neither the postmaster, the clerk in 
charge of a rural station, nor the rural carrier shall be paid 
the S-cent fee. 

2. Special-delivery mail shall be delivered to the ad­
dreesee or to some one authorized to receive his mail. 

Sec. '793. Special-delivery matter, when to be deposited 
:lJl patron's bcx.-If a rural carrier can not make pereonal 
delivery of special-delivery matter at the residence or place 
of businees of the addressee, it ehall not be returned to the 
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poet offiee, but shall be depOsited in the patron's box, and 
the carrier shall leave at the residence or place of bueiness 
noti,ce of·nondelivery (Form 395f).o..A). 

2. Special-delivery mail addreeaed to a patron of a rural 
route who resides .within the city-delivery liinits of an 
office or within 1 mile of a: non-free-delivery. office or a rural 
station shall be immediately delivered by a person other 
than the rural carrier unless the mail is received before the 
carrier starts on his serVice and the residence of the ad­
dressee is not more than one-half mile from his route. 

Sec. 794. Special-delivery matter collected and deliv­
ered en route.- When a rural carrier collects on his route 
special-delivery mail addressed. to a patron of his route 
which can be delivered before he returns to the office, he 
shall make proper entry on Form 8954, or on messenger's 
receipt book (Form 3951), as the case requires, cancel the 
~pt!, and make delivery in the regular way, and upon 
.arrival at the distributing office promptly notify the poet­
master or clerk in charge of such collection and delivery 
so that the proper entry can be made on the records. 

Sec. 796. Exchange of speaial-deHvery matter by oar­
riers.-special-delivery matter shall be transferred by 
one carrier to another at a point where regular exchange 
of ordinary mail is authorized, either in person or through 
a United States collection box, if such action will facilitate 
delivery. The carrier who makes or attempts to make the 
delivery to the addressee shall be paid the regular fee by 
the poetm&\lter at the office from which his route emanates. 

Sec. 798. Special-delivery mail handed to rural car­
riers to be recorded.-Postmasters shall make record of all 
Bpecial-delivery matter handed to rural carriers, but re-
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ceipts for ordinary special-delivery mail will not be re­
quired of the addressee or his agent. 

Sec. 'l97. Special-dellveiy fees.-R~ carriers and 
clerks in charge of ruraletations ·ehall be paid the fee of 8 
cents on such special-delivery matter only. as each specially. 
delivers or at~mpts to deliver it. 

Sec. 798. Record. in posf o11lce of special dellvery-mat­
ter.--Specia.l-delivery matter addreseed for delivery along 
a rural route, beyond the special-delivery limits of an 
office, shall be·reoorded in the post office and treated in 
accordance with the regulations governing the handling 
Gf such mail. 

2. For recording special-delivery matter received, 
Form 3951 should be used at city-delivery and village­
delivery offices, and Form 3953 at all other offices. 

3. A separate series of numbers, commencing with No. 1, 
Bhall be used for each carrier each quarter. The special­
delivery mail delivered from the post office shall also be 
numbered consecutively, commencing with No. 1 each 
qua.rter. The rural carriers at the end of each quarter shall 
turn over to the postmaster all sheets that may have to be 
included by the latter in his postal accounts for that 
quarter. 

4. At city-delivery offices the postmasters shall keep a 
record of the number of articles specially delivered by each 
rural carrier, and at the end of each month shall pay him 
the fee earned, taking his receipt therefor on Form 3950. 

Seo. '1'99. Registered speoial-dellvery matter.- In regis­
tering special-delivery mail and in making delivery ol 
registered special-delivery matter, the rules and regula­
tions governing the registry system also shall be observed. 
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Seo. 800. Time of delivery of speoial-d.olivery maUer.­
In computing the average time of delivery of special­
delivery matter by a rural carrier only the time consumed 
in deviating from the route and returning thereto in order 
to make special delivery will be taken into account. 

Sec. 801. Supply of I.Jltermediate post oillces.-Rural 
carriers shall transport mails between post offices located 
on their routes whenever the performance of S'Uch service 
is specifically ordered by the department, without addi­
tional compensation. They shall aleo convey, without 
extra pay, post office blanks, mail bag~~, locks, keys, postal 
supplies, and official equipment to and from the interme­
diate post offices or stations to which they render regular 
service. 

Sec. 802. Protection of mail.-Mail pouches and their 
contents shall be carefully protected from injury, depre­
dation, or lOBS. They shall not at any time be intrusted or 
delivered to a person who is not a sworn employee of the 
Poet Office Department. 

Soc. 803. Punctuality and replarlty obiJptory.-Rural 
carriers who supply post offices shall make special eff.ort to 
exchange mails at the post offices in accordance with pre­
scribed schedules even though at times adverse conditions 
of weather or highways prevent them from traveling over 
their entire routes. 

Sec. 804. Delivery of pouches to oillces.-A rural carrier 
is not required to leave his vehicle to deliver or receive 
mail at an intermediate post office, but must travel as near 
the office as practicable and deliver the mail to and receive 
it from the postmaster or hill assilltant. 
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2. If the postmaster or his 888istant shall fail to meet the 
carrier at the vehicle the latter shall diemount and en­
deavor to effect the exchange in the post office, provided 
he can do eo without endangering the mail in his cuetody 
or the official equipment, but each such failure of the 
poetmaster or IU!II!istant to meet the carrier at his vehicle 
for the purpose of exchanging the mail shall be promptly 
reported to the postmaster at the dietributing office. 

Sec. 806. Return of pouch undelivered, when allowed.­
When a rural carrier finds it impossible to effect exchange 
of mail at an intermediate post office he shall return the 
pouch to the postmaster at the dietributing office with a 
statement of the reason for euch failure, and such post­
master ehall promptly report the facts to the Fourth .Assist­
ant Postmaeter General, Division of Rural Mails. 

Sec. 808. Detention of carriere.-Postmaeiers shall not 
detain carriers at intermediate offices more than 10 minutes 
to effect the exchange of maile except by express authority 
of the department. 

Sec. 807. Records of service at intermediate o:lllces.­
Postmaeters at offices supplied by rural routes shall make 
report to the Fourth Assistant Postmaster General, Division 
of Rural Mails, of all cases of abandonment or interruption 
of l!ervi.ce, or continued irregularity in time of arrival of 
the carrier; when mail arrives in bad condition or exposed 
to depredation, loBS or damage; when a pouch is received 
unlocked or without lock, or fastened with other than a 
regulation lock; when mail is carried by an unauthorized 
person, and any other irregularity in the performance of 
l!ervi.ce or the conduct of the carrier that may occur. 
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Sec. 808. Deltnquenoies in ltnice to intennecliate poat 
oillces.-Rur&l carriers are subject to repr.ima.nd, IIUBpen­
sion, or removal from the service, according to the gravity 
of the offense, for neglecting to take mail to and from a 
poet office which they have been ordered to serve; for 
leaving behind or throwing off any portion of the mail; 
for allowing the mail or any pa.rt of it to be damaged, lost, 
or destroyed; for frequent fa.ilureo to reach the intermediate 
office at about the aame hour each day; or for the total or 
partial abandonment of the service. 

Sec. 809. Carriers not to open or close pouches.-Rural 
carriere shall not open or cloee mail pouches, handle mail to 
be pouched, or have in their po!IIIE!IIIIion locka or keys to 
locks used on cloeed pouches. 

Seo. 810. Kail in transit.-Upon the peiBOD&l applica­
tion or written request of the addreeeee, ordinary mail in 
transit to a poet office, which is supplied by rur&l carrier, 
may be delivered from the distributing office on Sundays 
and holidays, when the office is open to the public. 

Sec. 811. Conveyance provided by oarrier.-Each rural 
carrier shall provide for uee in the performance of service 
a suitable conveyance, eo constructed 118 to accommodate 
the mail and thoroughly protect it from damage or loee. 
His stock shall be kept in such condition 118 will enable 
him to perform complete and uninterrupted service under 
adverse weather or road conditions. 

2. Postmasters shall report to the department when 
carriers are using for service animals which are in poor 
condition or which are not properly cared for. 

3. Carriers in rural mall-delivery service shall IUrnlsh and maintain 
at their own expense all necessary vehicle equipment for prompt ban-
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dJIDc of the mall: .A ftd pro....,,..,.,_, That noWna: bereln aba1l be 
eanstrued, and no order aba1l be illllled, to prevent the use of motor 
ftblcles on horse-drawn veblcle routee: Prollllk4 furflur, The Post­
master General In his dbcretton may require aU carrlen to tomah 
1111Bclant equipment to properly haDdle poeta1 bolln- on their routes 
(.kt of 1uly 28, 1916.) 

~. Automobiles may be Ul!ed by rural carriel'll in ~~erv­
ing their routes, but 111ch vehicles must be of I!Rlfficient 
capacity to properly handle the postal bwdneBB. In each 
caae where aervice ie performed by automobile, the poet­
master shall state the months in which the route can be 
BO ~~erved, the carrying capacity of the vehicle, and 
~er the condition of the roads ie such aa to permit ite 
uninterrupted U8e for an extended period. Motorcycles 
may be used under the same conditions as automobiles, 
but it being considered that theee vehicles without some 
special attachment will not furnish I!Rlfficient equipment 
to properly handle the postal bUBiness on rural routes, 
the use of motorcycles will not be permitted unless such 
vehicle has a cylinder displacement of not leBB than 60 
cubic inches, and there ie attached to the machine a 
commercial body of waterproof material not less than .f2 
inches long, 24 inches wide, and 18 inches high, so con­
structed ae to protect the mail thoroughly from dama.ge 
and lOBS, the asaembled machine to have a tread of not leBB 
than 56 inches. The U8e of bicycles on rural routes ie not 
permitted. 

4. In all caset1 where a rural carrier ie absent from duty, 
he ahall see that the substitute carrier ie provided with 
BUitable equipment to travel the route, and if the lllbstl-

82657"-21--9 
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tute uaes the regular carrier's equipment, the carrier may 
make a reasonable charge therefor. 

5. Rural carriers shall not display advertising matter 
of any character upon their equipments. 

Sec. 81ll. Bquipment.-General equipment for rural 
delivery esrvice, such as carriers' furniture, satchels, 
strape, record books, vouchers, report ~d other official 
b~ks, etc., when not otherwise provided will be (ur­
nished upon requisitions of postmasters. 

2. Postmasters shall see that the I"l1l'&l carriers attached 
to their offices are constantly supplied with, and regularly 
take over their routes; all neceesary l!ervice boob and 
b~ks ~d every article of equipment reqtlired in the 
performance of their ofticial duties. 

S. Rural carriers on receiving equipment shall give 
dated and itemized receipts therefor, specifying the quan­
tity and condition of articles received. 'fh61!8 receipts 
shall be filed and prel!erved as vouchers by postmasters. 

4. All satchels, etrape, record . books, official blanks, 
etc., furnished by the department for carriers' use, shall 
be carefully prel!erved and always deposited in the post 
offices or rural stations when carriers are off duty, except 
in cases of extreme emergency. 

5. When carriers' satchels or other articles of equipment 
aze in bad condition the facts shall be reported promptly 
to the Fourth ASBistant Postmaater General, Dhision of 
Equipment and Supplies. Satchels shall not be repaired 
by carriers. 

6. When a rural carrier .leaves the service he sball 
satisfactorily account for a.Bd return to the postmaster, or 
some duly authorized person, every article of the official 
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equipment, including all master keys anrl keys to patrons' 
boxes. 

7. PostmaBters shall not make expenditures on account 
of the rural service for the purchase or repair of service 
equipment, or for any other purpose, without specific 
authorization from the department. 

Sec. 813. Stamp supplies.-While engaged in the service 
of rural routes carriers shall carry for sale a stock of post­
age stamps, postal cards, stamped envelopes, newspaper 
wrappers, and other postal supplies of this nature, to the 
value of $5 or more, sufficient to meet the demands' of 
purchasers. (See !iec. 342.) 

2. Carriers shall not accept cheeks in payment for posia1 
supplies purchased of them. 

3. Rural carriers shall tum in to postmasters or to clerks 
in charge of rural stations, each day, the exact amount of 
money received during the day from the sale of stamp sup­
plies. The amount must in each case equal the difference 
between the value of stamp supplies on hand · when ihe 
carrier starts out and when he returns and inclu.de the 
overplus from sales of stamped envelopes and wrappers. 

Sec. 814. B. ural stations.-Rural stations are established 
and maintained in corurection with rural-deiivery service 
when considered necesaary to facilitate the transaction of 
postal business in communities where a considerable num­
ber of people would be seriously inconvenienced if com­
pelled to trani!act business with the rural carrier only, or 
at such points where rural carriers are required to exchange 
mails and it is deemed inadvisable to establish post offices. 

2. A rural station shall be tributary to a p<iet office from 
which rural-delivery service emanates and shall · be in 
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charge of a clerk subordinate to and under the control ol 
the postmaster of such office, who shall frequently visit; 
and inspect the station with a view to correcting irregu­
laritiel! and eeeing that it is conducted properly. 

3. Clerks in charge of rural stations are appointed by 
the Postmaster General at an annual compensation fixed 
by him and are required to furnish bonds in a designated 
sum. The peliiOn appointed shall provide suitable qwu­
ters in which the business of the station can be transacted. 

Sec. 816. Receipt and dispatch of malls at rural sta­
Uou.-Mail shall be supplied to rural stations by rural 
carriers unlees otherwise specifically authorized. Yai1 
for delivery at a rural station or for a rural route emanating 
therefrom shall be properly separated at the distributing 
office, tied in bundles, and transported in the carrier's 
satchel to the station, where it shall be delivered to the 
clerk in charge. Dispatch of mail from rural stations shall 
be made in the same manner. 

Sec. 818. StaUons open.-Rural eta.tions shall be kept 
open during ordinary business hours each week day, ex­
cept on holidaye when service on route& emanating there­
from ie not required, and shall invariably be open in ample 
time to permit the rural carriers to work their mail, and 
ehall be open when the rural carriers return from their 
routee, in order to permit them to deposit collections and 
attend to other duties. 

Sec. 817. J'unCUons of rural staUons.-At rural stations 
mailllhall be diepatched, received, and delivered, money 
orders issued, mail regi.etered, and &tamp supplies eold. 

Sec. 818. Bancl.l1D.c of mall matter at rural staUons.­
Mail addressed to a rural station ehall be retained there 
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to be called for, UDl~ ihe add~ ill a patron of a rural 
route Btarting from such station, or of a route contiguoUII 
thereto, in which case the mail shall be delivered in the 
patron's box by the carrier of the route. The usual regis­
try notices for registered mail addrealed to a rural station 
for delivery should be issued in accordance with the re­
quirement8 of section 9SS. 

Sec. 819. CanceliDC of atamps by clerka bl. charp.­
Poetage on all mail deposited at a rural station for delivery 
or dispatch, whether by rural carrier or local patrons, shall 
be canceled by the clerk in charge, who shall make report 
thereof to the postmaster at the distributing office. 

Sec. no. CorreiiJO!ldence at rural atat:iona.-Clerb in 
c:harge of rural stations shall conduct all official corre­
apondence with the poetmasters at the offices to which the 
atations are attached, make remittances and accountings 
to them, and make requisitions on them for all n~ 
11Upplies. 

Sec. 811. Suppliea for rural atat:iona.-Postmasters at 
ofiicee to which rural stations are tributary shall furnish 
the clerks in charge of such stations with postage stampe, 
stamp boob, stamped envelopes, postal cards, registry 
1111pplies, etc., in llllfficient quantities to meet their de­
mands for which the postmaster shall take proper receipt8. 

2. When clerks in charge of rural stations issue stamp 
1111pplies to rural carriers they shall require receipt8 therefor 
similar in form to those required by postmasters in such 
cases. 

Sec. 829. Konthly reports at rural atat:ions.-Accurate 
detailed account8 of business transacted at rural stations 
shall be kept by the clerks in charge and report8 rendered 
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monthly to the poetmasters of the ofticee to which they are 
attached. 

Sec. 823. Clerks ill charge to exercise supervision over 
carriers.-Clerb in charge of rural stations shall exerciae 
supervision over rural carriers on routes emanating from 
their stations, shall receive and certify to the correctnem 
of the required reports, and transmit them to the post­
masters at the offices to which they are attached. 

Sec. 82,. :aural mail bozes.-On and after July 1, 
1917, persons desiring box delivery and collection ~~ervioe 
on star or rural routes shall provide and erect, at their 
own expense, boxes conforming in every respect to the 
department's specifications and officially approved. 

2. Two standard sizes have been deeigned and adopted: 
No. l-Is; inches long, 6t inches wide, 7i inches high; 

for letters and ordinary mail . 
No. 2-231 inches long, 11 iJlches wide, l4 inches high; 

for all mail, including parcel post. 
Copies of specifications and requirements to be followed 

in the manufacture and sale of these boxes may be ob­
tained on application to the Fourth Assistant Postmaster 
General, Division of Equipment and Supplies. 

Patrons may use either size, as preferred, and will not. 
be required to discard boxes in use July 1, 1916, while 
they remain serviceable. Such an authorized box, bow­
ever, may be transferred by the owner to another route 
when he moves, or it may be continued in use on the old 
site by a person moving into the place occupied by the 
original purchaser, but a box which does not conform to 
the latest specifications, obtained by one patron from an­
other, may not be erected and used by the former at a 
different location. 
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Sec. 881. Appreftlofbozes.-lndividuals,fums,or com­
panies proposing to manufacture rural-delivery mail 
boxes for sale should submit a II&Dlple (full size) of euch 
box, and of the material of which it is constructed, to the 
Fourth Al!8ista.nt Postmaster General, Division of Equip­
ment and Supplies, for approval. If approved, the manu­
facture and sale of the box will be authorized on condition 
that the manufacturer shall emb088 or stamp in a con­
spicuous place on each euch box the words "Approved 
by the Postmaster General." The name of the manufac­
turer shall also be placed inconspicuowdy•on each box. 

2. Each box produced by the authorized manufacturers 
will be inspected before shipment by the postmaster at 
the place of manufacture, 11.Ild· no box may be erected 
unless it bears the approval of • such postmaster stamped 
on the inside of the box. 

S. Authorized manufacturers are not prohibited from 
employing agents throughout the country to promote 
the eale of their boxes. But, regardless of any contracts 
or arrangements · between manuf:wturere and agents, 
patrona may purchase boxes direct from manufa.cturere 
at authorized .prices, patrons paying cost of transportation. 
Information as to persons or concerns authorized to sell 
boxes and the .prices at which they are sold may be. ob­
tained on application to the Fourth Assistant Postmaster 
General, Division of Rural Mails. 

Sec. 828, Inscriptions on boxes.-The following inscrip­
tions shall be placed on rural mail boxes, other inscriptions 
not being permitted: 

(a) Name of owner. 
(b) Name and address of manufacturer, inconspicuously 

placed. 
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( o) The words "Approved by tbe Postmaster General," 
"U. 8. Hail.'~ 

Beo. 88'7. Breotto:a of baua.-Each box shall, if practi­
cable, be erected on the right-hand llide of the road 
regularly traveled by a rural carrier and in such pollition 
18 to be eallily and Bafely acoelllible for the delivery and 
collection of mail by the carrier without leaving hie 
conveyance. 

It is required by the department when, because of 
tzaftic conditions, to travel from llide to side of the road 
would endanger the We of the carrier and the Bafety of 
the mails, or would be in violation of atate or local ordi­
nances in respect to the use of highways, that all boxes 
be erected on the right-hand Bide of the road 18 regularly 
traveled by the carrier. It is expected that postmasters 
WI'll endeavor to have boxBII placed in conformity with this 
requirement, full report to be Dade to the Division of 
Rural HailB of instances in which patrons fail or refuse to 
comply with reasonable requBIItB for relocation of boxBII. 

2. Patron& &hall, as far 18 practicable, keep clear the 
approaches to their boxes by promptly removing obstruc­
tions which may render difficult or imp<lllllible the delivery 
of mail by the carrier. 

Seo. 8118. Five famWea ma:v uae aame bu.-More 
than one family, but not more than :five familiBII, may use 
the aame box, provided that written notice of agreement, 
signed by the respective heads of families or individuals 
dBIIiring to join in the use of such box, shall be :filed with 
the postmaster at the distributing office. 

Seo. 829. Withdrawal of aervice.-Bervice ahall not be 
withdrawn from any box owner by a postmaster or carrier 
without specific authority of the department. 
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Sec. 830. In1e0111e or badly located bae1.-Rural car-­
riers aha.ll make report to postmaaters of any box811 erected 
which do not conform to the regulations, or which are im­
properly erected. The postmuter shall notify the patron 
maintaining such box to remedy the defects, and if after 
reasonable time any patron fails to do so, the postmaater 
llhall make report thereof to the Fourth Alllistant Poet­
niaster General, Division of Rural Mails, giving the name 
of the patron and a ata.tement 88 to what is required in con­
nection with the box. 

Sec. 881. Kanufaotue or aale of bun by employee• 
forbldden.--Oflicials and employees of Gle Post Office 
Department and poata.laervice shall not act 88 agents for 
manufacturers of rural mail box811 and shall not be inter­
ested, directly or indirectly, in the manufacture or eale of 
any rural mail box. A postmuter may, however, order, 
without compelliJ&tion or profit to himseU, on requ811t of & 

patron or prospective patron, any regulation box aeleocted 
by him. 

Sec. 888. De,red&Uou to be zeportecl. ea- of depre­
d&tions on or interference with rural mail box811 or their 
contents shall be promptly reported by the postmaster 
of the distributing office to the chief inspector and to the 
pcll!t-offi.ce inspector in charge of the division where such 
depredations occur. 

Bee sec. 1111111 telatlve to InJuries to mall boxes. 

Sec. 883. Listl of replaUon boxes.-Lists of approved 
boxes are furnished by the Fourth ABBistant Postmaster 
General to the postmaster at each rural-delivery office, who 
ahall retain a copy in the files of hie office and poet a copy 
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on the bulletin boQrd in the post.o1flce lobby for the infor­
mation of the public. 

Sec. 834. Locks to bozea.~The uae of loeb on boxes is 
not required, but is considered advisable as a measure of 
protection. If patrons provide locks, carriers Bhall accept 
keys and unlock and lock boxes when serving them. To 
facilitate the carriers' work patrons should, as far as prac­
ticable, adopt locks for each route of such pattern that a 
master key may be provided the carrier for uae in unlock­
ing the boxes. 

Sec. 88li. GiviDg out of. muter keys.~Master keys to 
loeb on rural mail boxee intended for carriers' use should 
be delivered only to postmasters, who will place them 
in the hands of the carrier. Carriers are required to 
protect from misuse, loss, or destruction master and 
other keys to patrons' boxes. · The loss of a key by rural 
carrier shall be promptly reported to the postmaster, who 
Bhall require the carrier to replace the ·key at his own 
expense. 

Sec. 837. :Report req1lired ·reprding new routes.-Box 
numbers shall not be assigned until the expiration of two 
months from the date of iilBtallation of new service. If 
at that time 75 per cent of the heads of families residing 
on the route have not erected boxes the postmaster shall 
report that fact to the Fourth Assistant Postmaster Gen­
eral, Division of Rural Mails, stating how many boxes 
have been erected. 

Sec. 839. Assignment of box numbers.-Each mail 
box on a rural-delivery route Bhall have a number assigned 
to it beginning with No. 1 for the first box reached by the 
carrier after leaving the office, succeeding boxes to be 
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numbered in regular sequence in the order reached by 
the carrier in traveling over the route in accOrdance with 
the official deecription. 

2. A box served by more than one route shall be given 
a number in the regular order for each route, 

3. The box numbel'8 110 81!8igned shall be entered in 
the carrier's roster book as required by section 754 of the 
Regulations, but shall not be inscribed upon the boxes 
hereafter erected. 

Sec. MO. Notulcatlon of asslpment of numbers to 
patrons.-When the assignment of box numbel'8 on a 
route is completed, the postmaster shall furnish each box 
owner with the official number of his box with request that 
he advise his cOrrespondents to include in his addl'eBB the 
number of the rural route and his box number. 

Sec. 841. Numbering of boxes subsequently ereoted .­
New boxes erected between those already numbered 
shall be given any regular · numbel'8 which may · have 
been . vacated, and which would appear in order of se­
quence, otherwise new boxes shall bu designated in the 
following manner: Those between the carrier's starting 
point and box No. 1, as A, B, C, etc. ; those between 
Nos. 1 and 2, asl-A, 1-B, etc., and so on throughout the 
route. 

Sec. BU. United States Collection bozes · on .rural 
routes.-'-United States collection boxes are supplied by 
the department for use in the rural-delivery service, to 
be erected only at points where, after proper investiga-­
tion, it is ascertained that they are neciii!Oary for the 
proper and convenient handling of the mail, such as at 
junction points of two or more routes, as a means for 
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etfectiDg exchange of mail by carriere, or ae a depository 
for mail for dispatch in communities where there are no 
post offices. After such boxes have been erected at 
designated pointa in accordance with official instructions 
they Bhall not be removed therefrom except by order of 
the Fourth .AI!sistant Postmaster General. 

2. Postmasters shall from time to time take count of 
the amount of mail matter taken by carriere from United 
States collection boxes, and if it Bhall appear that the 
maintenance of a box is no longer neceeeary they shall 
eo report to the Fourth .A.iatant Poetmaater General. 
Division of Rural Maile. 

S. A record ehall be kept in the distributing offices of 
all United States collection boxes erected on rural-delivery 
routes, giving the location thereof, and full informati011 
concerning exchange through them. 

Seo. 848. Dama&e• to colleoUoa bozo.-When a 
United States collection box becomes broken, or is in 
bad condition, or the lock is out of order, the carrier on 
the route ehall notify the postmaster, who shall immedi­
ately communicate the facts to the Fourth Aarietant 
Poetmaater General, Division of Equipment and Supplies. 

2. All cases of depredation upon or interference with 
United States collection boxes or their contenta ehall be 
promptly reported by carriere to postmaetere, and by 
postmaetere to the Fourth Aarietant Postmaster General, 
Division of Rural Maile, and to the inspector in charge 
of the division in which the depredations occurred, giving 
detailed Btatementa of the facta and the names of all~~~u.­
pected persons. 
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Sec. 8(4. Xe;ra.-Keys to United States collection boxes 
aball be fumiahed to rural carriers by postmasters at dis­
tributing offices. For each key delivered to a carrier the 
postmaster shall take a separate receipt, on which shall be 
indicated the designative number of the key and date of its 
delivery to the carrier. 

2. Every carrier having p<lll8ei!Sian of a United States 
collection box key, shall when on duty, wear it securely 
attached to his clothing by the chain. When off duty the 
key must be deposited in the distributing office with the 
postmaster, or person designated by him, for safe-keeping, 
and shall never be passed over to, handled, or examined 
by any person not a sworn officer of the postal service, nor 
be left where there is danger of losing it or exposing it tO 
theft. These keys shall not be tampered with nor shall 
any attempt be made to repair or alter them. . .A violation 
of this rule, or the 101111 of a key, will be considered sufficient 
cause for removal of a carrier. 

S. When a& carrier loses or breaks a key to a United States 
collection box the fact shall be immediately reported by 
the postmaster to the Fourth Assistant Postmaster General, 
Division of Rural Mails, giving a full statement of the cir­
cumstances and the number of the key. 

Sec. 877. KaUer to be recf.stered.-Postmasters shall 
register all mailable matter properly prepared and offered 
for that purpose except domestic matter ef the fourth clase. 
(See sees. 488 and 489.) 

2. Money sent at the first-class rate and other valuable 
matter of the first, second, and third clasees sent by mail 
should be registered. 
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Sec. 879. Registration fee.-The fee on registered mat­
ter, domestic or foreign, shall be 10 cents in addition to the 
posta.,<>e for each letter or parcel, both to be fully prepaid 
by stamps affixed. 

2. Two or more letters or parcels addressed to, or in­
tended for, the same person, unlelll! incl09ed in one envel· 
ope or wrapper, shall not be tied or otherwise fastened 
together and registered as one. 

Sec. 881. Preparation of matter for recllltration.-Post­
masters and othtr postal employees, before receiving mat­
ter for registration, shall require it to be legibly and cor­
rectly addressed, to bear the name and addrelll! of the 
sender, the neCe88ary stamps to pay postage and fee, and, 
if a return receipt is requested, the words "Receipt 
desired." 

See sec. 1078, as. to carrier registrations. 

2. Letters and other first-claaa matter shall be placed in 
an envelope or wrapper, aealed, and strong enough safely 
to CarrY them. An unaealcd parcel containing first-cliii!B 
matter shall not be accepted for registration until it has 
been sealed. If the sender refuses to seal a domestic par­
cel containing other than first-class matter, on which post­
age is prepaid at the first-class rate, its acceptance for regis­
tration as first-class mail shall be.dedined; but it may be 
accepted for registration as second or third class mail, ac­
cording to its nature. In such case the cover of the parcel 
and the sender's registration receipt should show the cl8811 
of matter as accepted. 

3. The envelopes or other covers for coin or heavy 
articles should be 118 strong at least a8 the envelopes pro­
vided by the Post Office Department for making remit-
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ta.nces of poetal. and money-order fimd.s. Coin in bulk, or 
heavy articles of medium or large size, when ~~ent in regi&­
tered letters, shall be sewed in canvas or material of equal 
strength, then wrapped in strong papet and ~~ecurely ~~ealed. 
No letter which bears the appearance of having been 
opened and re~~ealed should be accepted for registration. 

See sec. 940, as to msponslbDity for loss of~ mail. 

4. Matter indefinitely addressed, or addre88ed to ficti­
tious names, to initials, or to box numbers simply, shall 
not be accepted for registration. This applies to the names 
and addresses of senders as well as addressees. 

See. 931. ltetum reeelpt.-'-Wlienever th~ sender shall so request, a 
.--Ipt shall be takea on the dellvery of any fegLitend mall. DJatter, 
showing to whom and when the same was d.eJi,v~ which ~lpt shall 
be returned to the sender, and be reoelved In the courts ·as prima facie 
evidenoo of such delivery. · 

2. Both the delivery. book and the .return receipt, if 
requested, shall be signed by the person accepting deliv· 
ecy,and theyshall show the actual date of delivery, the 
person receipting for the article being requcated to write 
or stamp such date on the registry return-receipt card. 
If this request is not complied with, the postal employee 
shall write or stamp suC'.h date on the card . When the quan­
tity of registered mail ju8tifies, a stamped signature show­
ing the names of both the addressee and his agent may be 
authorized by the Third Assistant ·postmaster General, 
provided the addressee assumes responsibility for any 
improper use of the stamp. 

3. When registered mail is signed for by an authorized 
agent of the addressee the names of both the addressee and 
agent should appe.ar on the card. ·The return receipt, 
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after being properly signed and poetmarked, shall be 
promptly mailed to the l!lender of the article. 

4. If no registry return receipt accompanies a registered 
article bearing the indol'l!ement "Receipt desired," or 
similar words, the delivering postmaster, or other postal 
employee, shall prepare one and treat it 118 though it bad 
accompanied the article. If a domestic registered article 
does not bear the indorsement mentioned, but is accom­
panied with a properly addreeaed return-receipt card, a 
receipt should be obtained thereon and the card mailed to 
the l!lender. 

Seo. 886. DeliYOIJ of repatelecl maUer.-Registered 
mail the delivery of which hll8 not been restricted by the 
l!lender or addressee may be delivered-

( a) To the addresll6e. 
(b) To a person authorized by the addressee in writing 

to receive it. 
(c) To such person other than the addressee 118 the 

l!lender, after mailing, directs in a written order verified 
by the mailing po13tm118ter. 

(tl) To any responsible person to whom the addrea!lee's 
ordinary mail is customarily delivered; except that in the 
abl!lence of a written order from the l!lender or addreesee, 
mail addressed to a guest at a hotel, occupant of an apart­
ment house, or the like, should not be delivered to the 
proprietor, manager, or clerk, unless addressed in his care 
or in care of the hotel or house. 

(11) As if addressed to the person, finn, corporation, 
11880ciation, or institution in wh0116 care it is addressed. 

Bee 8p80ial. iDitructiouatn Oll'rier's registry dell very book, Form 1560. 
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2. Identification shall always be required if the appli­
cant for registered mail is unknown. He shall not be 
allowed even to examine it until his identity as a person 
entitled to receive it is established, and when identified 
as such, shall not be permitted to open the envelope or 
wrapper until the mail has been delivered and the neces­
sary receipts obtained. In case of doubt as to the suffi­
ciency of the evidence of identity offered, instructions 
should be obtained from the Third .Assistant Postmaster 
General, Division of Registered Mails. 

3. The' sender of registered mail may restrict its delivery 
by indorsement thereon. 

(a) Mail indorsed "Deliver to addressee or order," or 
with words of similar import, shall not be delivered ex­
cept to the addressee or on his written order. 

(b) Mail indorsed "Deliver to addressee only," or with 
words of similar import, shall not be delivered to any per­
son except the addressee, not even on his written order; 
if personal delivery can not be made, the mail shall be 
treated as undeliverable. Mail so indorsed, addressed to 
a fum, corporation, institution, or the like, may be deliv­
ered to the person duly authorized by the addressee in 
writing to receive registered mail so addre!.lled. The word 
"Personal" is not to be construed as an indorsement so 
restricting delivery. Directions to deliver only to the 
addressee can not be observed when registered mail is 
addressed to the President or Vice President of the United 
States, heads of departments or burea)l.S of the Govern­
ment, Senators or Representatives in Congres3, governors 
of States or Territories, or to the diplomatic representa-

326570-21--10 
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tives of Governments. Mail so addressed when marked 
"Deliver to addressee only," or with words of similar 
import, will be delivered to the addreeeee or on his written 
order, and senders of such mail so indorsed should be 
advised accordingly. 
· 4. The addressee of registered mail may restrict its de­
livery by filing at the post office of address directions in 
writing stating to whom delivery may be made, and such 
directions must be strictly observed. 

5. No exception shall be made to the rules governing the 
delivery of registered mail because of relationship of any 
nature between the addressee and any person claiming 
the mail. 

6. If the addressee is dead or insane, delivery may be 
made to his legal representative. (See sees. 938 and 939.) 

7. Registered mail addressed to a minor living with or 
=der the control of his parents, or dependent on them for 
support, or under control of a guardian, is subject to the 
parents' or guardian's control unless it be indorsed for per­
sonal delivery, when paragraph 3 applies. In such ca.see, 
if delivery be forbidden by parents or guardian, the mail 
shall be so indorsed, and treated as undeliverable. 

8. Registered mail, not of obviously personal nature, 
addressed to a former public officer or to a former officer or 
employee of a firm, corporation, IU!I!Ociation, or institution, 
by his name and former title, should be delivered as if ad· 
dressed to the person holding the title or performing the 
duties of the office. If the person named in the address 
objects to 11uch delivery, the person to whom delivery is 
authorized by this 11ection should be required to open the 
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Dl&il in the presence of the poet111aBter, and, if desiled, of 
the other claimant, or of their representatives, in order to 
8I!Cel'tain for whom it is intended. If after the mail is 
opened there remains a doubt as to the proper delivery, 
the postmaster should require its return to him, ascertain 
the intention of the sender through the mailing postmaBter, 
and deliver the mail accordingly. If the person to whom 
the delivery is authorized by this section will not collllent 
to such an arrangement, the postmaBter should retain the 
mail and follow the same course. 

* * * * * 
10. Registered letters from the Bureau of Pensions at 

Washington, D. C., addressed to a pensioner, a claimant 
for pension, or the payee of a pension, shall be delivered in 
accordance with the requirements of section 608. 

11. Postmasterll shall exercise discretion in the delivery 
of registered mail. If there is reason to believe that the 
pereon or institution to whom delivery of registered mail 
may be made is not such a responsible pel'I!On or institution 
aa would care for and properly dispose ofit, deli very should 
not be made except to the addressee or person in whose 
care it is addressed, or to a representative of the addressee 
or pel'I!On in whose care it is addressed autnorized in writing 
to receive it, or in compliance with a written order from 
the sender verified by the postmaster at the office of 
mailing. 

12. RegiatAlred mail received for delivery which hu 
been erroneously accepted for registration (sec. 881, par. 
•>. when addressed limply to a box (post-office or rural) 
number, ltreet number, to initiale or fictitious Dames, shall 
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be considered undeliverable and treated in accordance 
with section 958. 

* * * * * 
NoTE.-In the absence of knowledge to the contrary the lollowfn« 

should be regarded as responsible ~ns within the meaning of para­
graph 1 (d) of this section: Adult members ofthe addressee's famlly; hJa 
employees In a clerical or supervisory capacity; the proprietor or mana­
gel" of a private lodging house In which he resides. 

The following should not be regarded as responsible, and no mail ad­
~ to others should be dell vered to them unless they are authorir.ed 
In writing by the addressee to receive It: Minors; jantton; laborers; 
messengers; elevator boys; h0119e servants. 

Sec. 938. Disposition of matter when addressee is 
dead.-Registered ma.il for a deceased addressee may be 
delivered to his legal representative. If none, it shall be 
retumed to the eender with reason indomed thereon, unless 
he, through the mailing postmaster, directs delivery to 
another person. If there is no legal representative and the 
article is claimed by a relative of the deceased addressee, 
such relative may be furnished with the name and addrem! 
of sender. 

Sec. MO. Besponsibllity.-Postmasters and other postal 
employees will be held personally responsible by the Post 
Office Department for the wrong delivery, depredation 
upon, or lOBS of any registered letter or parcel is such wrong 
delivery, depredation, or lOBS be due to negligence or dis-­
regard of the regulations. (See eece. 881, 900, 'and 935.) 

Sec. 942. Forwarding registered maUer.-All registered 
matter, except that which has once been properly deliv­
ered, may be forwarded from one post office to another, with­
out additional charge for registry fee, on payment of the 
charges, if any, for transmitting the f0f'W8.l"d.ing request-

(a) Upon the written order of any person to whom the 
matter is deliverable at the office of address. 
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(b) If delivery i.e restrictAld, upon the written order ol 
any person to whom it would be deliverable in the abeenoe 
ol the restriction. 

(c) Upon the written order of the sender or addressee 
verified by the postmaster who sends the request. 

(d) Upon the telegraphic request from a poetmaster 
balled on the verified written order of the sender or 
addressee. 

(e) In cases where the poetmaeter i.e satisfied that no 
fraud i.e intended, upon a written or telegraphic order 
received direct from the sender or addressee. 

* * * * * 
Sec. 94&. J'orwardiq and return after delivery.-A regis-

tered article properly delivered shall not be again received 
in the registered mails without prepayment of a new regis­
try fee. 

2. If reregistered for forwarding or return, the article and 
the new registration receipt shall bear the name and address 
of the person requesting the reregistration as those of the 
sender, and be JD.al'ked "Reregistered after delivery." 

3. A letter offered for reregistration bearing evidence of 
having been opened and resealed, or tampered with, or 
which i.e otherwise in bad order, shall be refused until reen­
veloped by the sender. 

* * * * * 
Sec. 973. Limit of indemD.it¥.-In case of the injury or 

101!8 of domestic registered mail in the Postal Service, in­
demnity will be paid to the sender, or at the request of the 
eender to such interested person as the sender may desig-­
nate, for the value· the~f; not exceeding $50 in any one 
case of first-class matter, and not exceeding $26 in any one 
caae of third-<:lass matter. Whenever a false, fictitious, 
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or fraudulent value is knowingly and willfully stated, the 
dopartment reserves the right, without any refund of fee, 
to decline to pay indemnity or to pay such indemnity as 
In:l.y, in its discretion, becoll8ideredequitablein the light 
of the evidence procured. 

2. Claims for indemnity for the injury or loes of domestic ' 
registered mail must be made within one year from the 
data of loes. 

Sec. 1088. :BelistraUon offoreip. maUer.-Letters and 
parcels admissible to the Postal Union mails are registered I 

in the aame way as domestic matter. (See sec. 881.) 
2. The address on registered matter for Mexico should 

include the Mexican State or Territory, and that for 
Canada the Canadian Province, COUII.ty, or district. 

3. Parcels sent by international parcel post, addrelllled 
to any of the coUII.triee with which the United States has 
parcel-post conventions, except Barbados, Curacao, Dutch 
Guiana, France, Great Britain, the Netherlands, and 
Uruguay, may be registered the same a11 other matter; 
no extra charge shall be made for the return receipt. 

Sec. lMO. :BestricUons on reglstraUon.-Articles for 
foreign coUII.triee shall not be accepted for registration if 
not admissible to the ordinary mails for those countries, 
nor if addressed to initials only or in lead pencil. 

Sec. 10M. Handling of repstered matter by carriers.­
City and rural carriers and clerks in charge of rural sta­
tions shall be governed in the acceptance of mail for 
registration, and the handling and delivery of registered 
matter, by the Postal Laws and Regulations governiDg 
poetmasters and other postal employees, except as other­
wise provided in this chapter. 

* * * * * 
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Sec. 1086. Authorization of reeiatration.-Rural car­
riers llhall regillter any matter proper for registration (IJ(le 
eecs. 877, 881, 882, 944, 1040, 1073, 1075, and 1078), which 
may be offered to them while on duty, handle registered 
mail in transit over their routes, and deliver such mail to 
patrons on their routes, illsuing and taking the necessary 
receipts on forms prescribed for the purpose. 

For ezoepUons see aec. '779. 

Sec. 1087. Registry equtpment.-Each carrier shall be 
furnished one carrier's registmtion book (Form 3897 if 
office record Form 3807 is kept at the post office on which 
to record the post office or city carrier registmtions; Form 
3896 if Form 3807 is not kept at the post office for office 
or city registrations); an adequate supply of registry de­
livery notices (Form 8849); and such other forms as may 
be prescribed from time to time. 

2. The clerk in charge of each ruml station shall be 
1111pplied with a window registration book (Form 8805), a 
registry delivery book (Form 8860), registry return re­
ceipts (Form 8811), and registry delivery notices (Form 
8849). 

See lnstrnoti.OM 1n reglatratlon booll:. 

Sec. 1068. Records and registered matter not to be 
llhown.-Nounauthorizedpersonshallbepermitted to have 
access to registry records or registered mail while in pos­
llelll!ion of a carrier. Carriers will be held responsible in 
case of the lOBB or depredation of a registered letter or 
parcel while in their custody. 

Sec. 1089. Carriers not to addreu mall for or place 
COJlteJlta in envelopes.--Carriers shall not address matter 
tendered for regietration, place contents in envelopes 
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or seal them, but may act as agents of patroM, without 
remuneration, to inclose money ordel'!l procured for the 
remittel'll, in addrel!!!ed envelopes furnished by eenders 
for the purpose, and seal or present the I!II.IIle for registra­
tion at the office or station to which they are attached. 

Sec. 1070. Registration by carrten.-Carriel'!l, when 
out on their routes, shall have with them the required 
registry forms, and immediately upon accepting a letter 
or parcel for registration shall iame the prescribed receipt 
and deliver it to the sender. 

Sec. 1071. XiuJ.nc receipt, lePOrtiD& of.-If a carrier 
loses his registration book or is unable satisfactorily to 
account for a mi.esing receipt, the facts shall be reported 
immediately to the pos~ce inspector in cha.rge of the 
division in which the post office is located. 

Sec. 1072. Numbering of registered mail by rural car­
rieri;-All mail registered by rural carriel'!l and the ~ 
tration receipts issued therefor shall be numbered in con­
secutive series, consisting of 100 numbel'!l for each carrier, 
beginning on July 1 of each year and con1inuing through­
out the fiscal year. (See sec. 883.) The numbers of 
articles registered by each carrier shall correspond in ''hun­
dreds" with the series assigned to the carrier according to 
his number. The first registration number in each carrier's 
series shall be represented by each carrier's number, fol• 
lowed by two ciphel'!l. For example: 

Carrier No. L .......... , ......... 100 to 199, Inclusive. 
Carrier No.5 ..................... 500 to 699, inclusive. 
Carrier No.lO .................... 1000 to 1099,1ncluslve. 

2. This number shall be used as the dispatching num­
ber by the post office or station to which the carrier is 
attached. 
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3. When a carrier h8B exhall8ted his series of numbei'B the 
II&IIle series shall be started anew without regard to date 
and continue in this manner until June 30 of each year. 
The number of the carrier who registered a.n article may 
be ascertained by striking off the last two figures of the 
registration number borne by the article, the remain;ng 
figure or figures indicating the number of the carrier. 

4. Each carrier shall number coJllleCutively the regis­
tration books used by him during a.ny fiscal year, begin­
ning with No. 1. The first receipt in a new book ehall be 
given the number following that of the last receipt in the 
book previoll8ly filled. 

Sec. 1073. Turning In of matter for repstration.-Im­
mediately after his return to the distributing post office or 
station after serving his route, each carrier ehall deliver all 
matter accepted for registration on the route (except as 
provided in sec. 1086), together with the registration book, 
to the postmaster or authorized employee, who ehall check 
the matter received and the money taken by the carrier 
for postage a.nd registry feee against the record in the book. 
(See eec. 1080.) 

* * * * * 
Sec. 107t. l!'Wng of black-print sheeta.-The black­

print sheets taken from the carrier's reg.lstra.tion books 
shall be filed in the post office in numerical order, the high­
est number on top, according to the carrier registration or 
distribution numbel'l! on them, a.nd shall be the permanent 
office record of· articles registered by carriel'l! attached to a 
post office or station. The window registration book shall 
not be used for recording such matter. 
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2. Transit books and the black-print sheets shaJl be 
frequently compared and checked to see that each article 
is properly accounted for. 

Sec. 1076. lrlatter for reglatration found in rural maf1 
box, treatment of.-When a rural carrier finds in a rural 
mail box an acceptable letter or parcel marked for regis­
tration bearing name and addre~~~~ of sender, with sufficient 
!!""..amps affixed to pay both postage and registry fee, or 
money to pay for same, he shall at once register the article, 
and, if the sender is a patron of the route, leave the regis­
tration receipt in the box. If the sender is not a patron of 
the route the registration receipt shall be mailed in a pen­
alty envelope to his addre1111. 

Sec. 1078. Considered regtstered, when.-A letter or 
parcel deposited in a mail box for registration is not regis­
tered mail until the receipt therefor has been issued by the 
carrier. 

Sec. 1077. Examination of matter rectstered by car­
rters.-Postmasters, superintendents of stations, and other 
authorized employees shall examine all letters and parcels 
registered by carriers to see that the requhements of the 
Postal Laws and Regulations have been complied with. 
(See sees. 405, 045, 952, and 953.) 

Sec. 1078. J:xce11 cash received with mall maUer.­
Any cash in exca~~~ of the amount required to pay postap 
and registry fee shall be handed to the sender on the car­
rier's next trip or incloeed in an envelope and deposited in 
the sender's mail box. The amount required shall be 
noted by the receiving poetmaster or authorized employee 
directly beneath the amount received, as written by the 
carrier, the subtraction being made on the black-print 
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sheet, 80 as to show the amoUllt returned to the sender. 
(See sec. 780.) 

Sec. 1079. 'Unmailable matter accepted for repstratlon.­
When a. piece of matter accepted for registration by a. 
carrier is foWld to be Ullma.ilable, if the irregularity can 
be properly corrected by the sender without taking the 
article from the carrier's custody, the sender shall be per­
mitted to make such correction. It shall then be returned 
to the distributing office or station for dispatch without 
requiring the payment of additional postage or registry 
fee. Corrections 80 made shall be noted on the sender's 
origi.na.l receipt and on the office or station records. 

2. If an Wlm8.ila.ble piece of matter can not be rendered 
mailable by the sender while in the custody of the postal 
service, it shall be returned to him with a. statement of the 
reasons for its rejection, and the bla.ck-print sheet indorsed 
across the face" Returned to writer," with the reason there­
for. When mail is returned to the sender in this manner 
the carrier shall receipt for it by signing his name and 
number Wlder the indorsement" Returned to writer," the 
aender's receipt taken on the carrier's delivery book, and 
the sender requested to surrender the original registration 
receipt, which shall be sim.ila.rly indorsed and signed by 
the carrier and pasted on the edge of the stub in the car­
rier's registration book. 

Sec. 1080. Dispatch of reciatered matter from rv.ral ata­
tlona.-Registered a.rticlea sha.ll be made up for dispatch 
to other offices at rural stations the same as they are made 
up for dispatch •• post offices. Receipts for registered 
articles dispatched from rural stations sha.ll be taken from 
the rural carrier direct, and receipta shall be taken by the 
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rural carrier from the postmaster, railway postal clerk, or 
other postal employee to whom the registered articles are 
delivered. 

Sec. 1081. Bqlstered artlolea, how oarriecl.-Begistered 
articles dispatched by a rural carrier to other offices or sta­
tione shall not be incloeed in iron-lock pouches but handed 
to the carrier outeide of the pouch, hand-to-hand receipt 
being obtained. (See sec. 883.) 

Sec. 1082. Carriers to receipt for rqiltered matter for 
delivery .--<Ja.rr.iem shall receipt on the post office or station. 
delivery book for all registered mail handed them at such 
office or station for delivery, and also enter complete de­
scriptions thereof, &8 well &8 of transit registered articles, 
with ink in their own regi.stry delivery boob. (See sec. 
883.) 

See sec. 985, as to dellvery of repstered mall. 

Sec. 1088. Delivery of registered matter from rural sta­
Uons.-Registered mail addressed to a rural station for 
delivery shall be held there, to be called for, the usual 
office registry notice (Form 3849) being issued, unless the 
addressee is a patron of a rural route starting from such 
station or a route contiguous thereto, in which case the 
mail shall be sent out by the carrier, unle&B patron other­
wise directs. 

Sec. 1088!. Beglstered mall delivery off the Une of 
travel.-Regiatered mail addressed to a patron of a rural 
route shall be delivered at the residence of the patron if 
it be not more than one-half mile from the line of travel and 
there is a passable road leading to it, but a carrier shall 
not be required to makemorethan one'visit to a residence 
to effect the delivery of any one piece of registered mail. 
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2. If the adru-e does not meet the carrier on the 
first trip, or by re&80n of location i.e not entitled to delivery 
at his residence, or delivery at the residence i.e not effected 
88 prescribed by the preceding paragraph, the carrier 
shall place in the box of the patron a notice (Form 3849) 
that the patron may obtain the registered article by 
calling at the post office or meeting the carrier at the box 
on the next trip. 

Sec. 1084. When telephone Ia to be used.-A rural carrier 
may advise a patron of hie route whoee residence or place 
of businees i.e located more than one-half mile from the 
route, by telephone or otherwise, that he holds registered 
mail add-d to him, and that he will be at the patron's 
mail box at a specified time to effect delivery. Such 
arrangement shall not be made, except on initiative of the 
patron, when the latter i.e located one-half mile or lese from 
the route. 

Sec. 1086. B.egistered mall fr9m intermediate o:ftlces.­
Rural carriere who call at intermediate offices on their 
routes to receive mail for delivery to their patrons shall 
treat registered mail received at such office'! in the same 
manner 88 if received at the distributing offices of their 
routes. The signed return receipts, if any, ehall be mailed 
from the distributing offices. 

Sec. 1088. Kail registered for delivet"J en route.-When 
a rural carrier accepts for registration a piece of mail ad­
dret!l!ed to a patron residing on a portion of the route over 
whi<'h the carrier is to pass before returning to the post 
office or station with which he i.e connected, he shall en­
deav<ir to effect its delivery before :reachiDg :euch office or 
station, making the usual entries in the regilltration &lld 
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delivery boob. The black-print sheet shall be marked to 
show how the letter or parcel was delivered and shall be 
signed by the postmaBter or superintendent of the station. 

Seo. 1087. Exchange of registered matter by carriers.­
If a rural carrier, under due authorization, delivers regis­
tered mail to another carrier, he shall obtain receipt there­
for on his registry delivery book. The carrier receiving 
the mail shall in turn enter it upon his delivery book and 
secure receipt thereon from the person to whom he makes 
delivery. 

Sec. 1088. Delivery of . registered matter by carrier in 
transit.-When a rural carrier attached to an office which 
is served in transit by an exchange of mail between him 
and a carrier attached to another office receives from the 
latter carrier a registered article for delivery on his route, 
he shall, if possible, effect delivery before reaching his 
office, and shall report the fact to the postmaBter or au­
thorized employee at such office, exhibiting his delivery 
book, from which such postmaster or employee shall 
enlllr a d~ption of the article on the delivery recorda 
of the post office or station. 

Sec. 1089. Delivery by oarrler attached &o another 
o11loe.-When a postmaBter receives a registered article 
addressed to his office which is properly deliverable 
by a rural carrier attached to another of:B.ce which is 
served by an exchange between carriers, he shall change 
the add:rtliiB on the article, as to destination only, to that 
of the office from which it is deliverable, and treat it in 
accordance with the provisions of the preceding section. 

Seo. 1010. 'UDAleUnzecl repatered matter from bl&er­
med!ate cdloe.-Any registered matter receiwd by a 
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rural carrier from an intermediate office on his route, 
remaining in his hands undelivered when service of his 
route is completed, shall be turned in on his arrival at the 
distributing office or station. 

Sec. 1093. Delivery of registered matter to be attempted 
on 1lrst trip.-Carriers shall endeavor to deliver registered 
mail on the first trip after it is prepared for delivery, 
unless the addressee has given orders to the contrary. 

* * * * * 
2. After each unsuccessful trial the carrier shall write 

in pencil, on the left end or back of the letter or parcel, 
the reason for nondelivery, and sign it with his initials 
and number and leave a notice (Form 3849) at the ad­
cireaeee's residence, place of business, or mail box. 

Sec. 10M. When dellvery C8ll not be e1fected.-When, 
on any day, it is found impossible to deliver a letter or 
parcel on that date, it shall be returned to the postmaster, 
superintendent, or authorized clerk, and his receipt taken 
therefor on the carrier's delivery book or other authorized 
form. This shall be done also after the last trip each day, 
and after any trip which is followed by the carrier's lay 
o.tl, when the delivery book shall also be left, to be ex­
amined and checked by the authorized employee. 

2. Undelivered letters and parcels returned by carriers 
shall, at each return, be reentered on the post office or 
station delivery book, or other authorized record, and 
every time thereafter that they are taken out for delivery 
by the carrier he shall receipt for, and reenter them in 
his delivery book, unless they are to be delivered under a 
card system. 

Seo. 10911. Chanfe of addreaa on rqiatered matter.­
Carriers shall not change the address of any registered 
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letter or parcel, nor shall city carriere transfer it from one 
district to another, except through the registry clerk at 
the post office or station, who shall write the new addresa 
in red ink ii the change be made on a written order, but 
if the order is verbal it should be so noted over the carrier's 
initials and number upon the letter or parcel without 
changing its addl'el!fl. 

Sec. 1096. Registered special-delivery letters.-Regis­
tered lettere for special delivery should be intrusted only 
to adult employees of a post office, or, if this be not prac­
ticable, only to sworn meaeengere of undoubted discretion 
and good judgment. Postmastere may make delivery of 
such lettere in pereon. 

2. In delivering special delivery registered mail only 
such receipts shall be obtained as are taken for any other 
registered matter. 

See sec. 858, as to dell very ofspeciaJ..dellvery matter. 

Bee. 1128. lloii8J' order f- ud Umltatiou.-A money order shall 
not be ISSUed tor more than SlOO, and fees for domestic money orda 
shall be M follows, to wlt: 

For orders not exceeding $2.00, three cents. 
For orders exreeding $2.50 and not exceeding $5, tlve cents. 
For orders exceeding S.S and not exoeeding $10, eight oents. 
For orders exceeding $10 and not exceeding $20, ten cents. 
For orders exceeding $20 and not exceeding $30, twelve CMh. 
For orders exceeding $30 IUld not exceeding $40, fifteen cents. 
For orders exceeding $40 and not exceeding $60, eighteen centa. 
For orders exoeedlng S50 and not exoeedl.ng sao, twent:v oents. 
For orders exceeding $60 and not exceeding $75, twenty-five cents. 
For orders exceeding $75 and not ex~ing $100, thirty cents. 
:NOTE.-Tho above fees are appllcable also to orders drawn on post 

afllces in countries named in Table 4, •ec. llS9. 

* * * * * 
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Seo. 1183. Precautions in drawinr orders.-An order 
llh.all be made payable to only one person or one firm. An 
order must not be drawn in favor of "John Doe and Rich­
ard Roe," or of "John Doe or Richard Roe." 

2. If only the surname of the payee be given by the 
purchaser the postmallter shall decline to i!lsue the order 
unlese the payee's street address and house number be 
given for entry with the surname in the coupon; but the 
order may be i!lsued without street addreee-

(a) If the single name given is the business name of the 
payee, as "Mason 's," "Johnson's Store," or "Madam 
Saville." 

(b) If the payee is designated only by an official title 
indicative of the capacity in which he is to receive pay­
ment, as " Receiver, U . S. Land Office," or "Cashier, 
First National Bank." 

(e) If the payee is designated by a name adopted under 
membership in a religious ord~r, the name and address 
being so combined as clearly to indicate the person 
intended, as "Sister Theresa, Academy of Visitation," or 
"Brother Joseph, St. Anselmo's College. " 

3. Money orders may be drawn on branch offices but 
not on any station. If an application be made for an order 
to be drawn on a station, the order shall be drawn on the 
post office only and the name of the station omitted; but 
orders presented at stations may be cashed under the same 
rules as govem payments at the main office. 

Sec. 1267. :Money-order ·business at rural stations.­
Rural postal stations shall be supplied with money-order 
facilities upon their establishment, and money orders 

32657"-21--11 
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Bhall be iseued by clerb in charge of I!Uch etations, under 
the direction of the polltmaBters at the offices to which the 
l!tations are tributary. Money orders ahall not, however, 
be drawn on a rural po11tal station. (See seca. 317, 1125, 
1133, and 1141.) 

Sec. 1268. :Remittances and reports by clerks in charge.­
Clerks in charge of rural polltal stations ahall remit daily to 
the po11t offices to which their stations are tributary all 
surplus moneyo()rder funds accruing at the stati~ns, con­
fol'IIIAbly to sections 1241 and 1244. They ahall also pre­
pare, for transmiel!ion to the Auditor for the Post Office 
Department by the polltmaBters of the offices to which 
their stations are tributary, the monthly or semimonthly 
accounts required from classified stations by section 204. 
Each of such reports, unless the postmaBter perfers to sign 
them himself, shall be l!igned in his name by the clerks in 
charge of the stations in the manner indicated in section 
1141. The clerks in cb.arge of stations may be required by 
the postmaBter to render to him, for his infol'IIIAtion, daily 
reports, on Form 601!~-a, of the moneyo()rder busine1111 
transacted at the stations. 

2. Clerks in charge of rural stations who are supplied 
with sufficient funds for the purpose may, with the 
approval of the po11tmasters of the offices to which the 
etations are attached, cash for payees whoee identity is 
satisfactorily substantiated, or for such duly authorized 
persons as may present the same, money orders drawn 
upon such offices. They shall not, however, take credit 
on money-order account for payment of such orders, but, 
having cashed them, shall stamp them on the back with 
dated M. 0. B. stamp of station and transmit them, per 
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Form 6021 , 88surplua money-order funds to the poetmae­
tem of their respective office!!, · receiving in return certifi­
cates of deposit covering the amounts of the ordell!. In 
every such case the poetm88ter shall treat the cashed ordell! 
88 vouchell!, and ahall stamp each of such ordell! on the 
face 88 paid at his main office, and take credit 88 for pay­
ment made thereat, on the date on which the certificate of 
deposit is issued . (See sees. 1133, 1163, 1232, 1234, and 
1237.) 

3. In the transaction of money-order busineee, clerks 
in charge of rural postal stations shall be governed by the 
Postal Laws and Regulations applicable to the money­
order system and by such special instructions 88 may 
from time to time be issued by the department. 

Sec. 1BI9. :Money-order applications throuch rural 
carriers.-Rural carriell!, while serving their routes, 
shall take applicatio:as and accept money for money ordell! 
from persons del!iring to purchase same, and give receipts 
for funds eo received. They shall accept for delivery 
C. 0 . D. parcels turned over to them by the poetm88ters 
at the poet offices from which their routes emanate or 
which are served by them. 

Sec. 11180. Drawing of order on distrtbutlnc oflloe per­
mitted.-A rural carrier shall take applications for money 
orders to be drawn on the distributing office of the route he 
serves. 

Sec. 11181. :Money-order supplies.-Each rural carrier 
shall be furnished with a small supply of blank applica­
tione for the use of intending remit tell!, and with a book of 
forms for receipts (Form 6387) to be given by him for money 
intrusted to him for the purchase of ordell!. 
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Sec. 1J6J. Procuring ordera.-In all C&Sel! where appli­
cations for money orders are made through rural carriers 
such orders shall be procured at the distributing poet officee 
or rural stations to which the carriers are attached, and not 
at any other poet office on the carriers' routes without 
special authorization from the department, except that 
when C. 0. D. parcels are delivered the returns shall be 
made to the postmasters from whom the parcels were re­
ceived, who shall issue the money orders and dispatch 
them to the senders of the parcels as directed in section 
489 of theee Regulations. 

Sec. 1268. Prompt accounting for funds received.­
Unlesa special instructions to .the contrary shall have 
been issued by the department, rural carriers shall, im­
mediately after returning to the distributiDg offices from 
their trip!!, present the applications they have received 
and the money, including fees, for money orders to the 
postmaBter, who shall issue the orders according to the 
applications and mail to the respective remitters, in offi­
cial penalty envelopes, the receipts which are detached 
from the coupons of the orders. On the back of each 
application the carrier shall write over his own signature 
the number of the receipt given by him to the remitter 
(the purchaser). 

Sec. 12M. DeUvery of order to appllcant.-A money 
order issued on an application presented through a rural 
carrier shall, if poesible, be personally delivered on the 
route to the applicant or his duly authorized representative 
when the carrier makes his next regular trip, but the car­
rier should not leave his route for this p111'p086. If per­
sonal delivery is found impracticable, the order may be 
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incloeed in a penalty envelope addrelllled to the applicant 
and deposited in applicant's (the remitter's) mail box. 

2. Instead of delivering to the remitter a money order 
eo purchased and issued, the rural carrier may, as agent 
of the remitter and at his request, mail the money order 
to the payee thereof in an add~ envelope filmished 
for the purpoee by the remitter (the purchaser); but car­
riers shall not accept any extra fee or remuneration for 
performing such aervice. 

3. The receipt form for the remitter, duly stamped and 
ab.owing the amount, shall be detached from the coupon 
of the money order and mailed to him aeparately in a 
aealed penalty envelope by the postmaster if the order is 
to be mailed to the payee by the carrier. If the order is 
not to be mailed by the carrier, or taken out by the car­
rier for personal delivery, it, with the receipt form, un­
detached, shall likewiae be aent in a aealed pen&lty 
envelope by the postmaster to the remitter. 

Bee. 1286. Carrier's record of money orders.-The date, 
number, and amount of each order purchased through a 
rural carrier shall be entered by the issuing official on the 
stub of the receipt (Form 6387) given by the carrier to the 
purchaeer. 

2. The carrier shall exhibit to the postmaster or assistant 
postmaster, at cloae of business each day, his book of re­
ceipts (Form 6387). 

Sec. 11166. :Beoetpts to purohasers.-The postmaster 
shall number conaecutively in ink all of the stubs in each 
receipt book before it is given out to the carrier for uae. 
The number thus given each stub is the number to be 
borne by the receipt which the carrier gives to the pur--
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chal!ler of the money order. Each stub shall at the time 
the order is iasued be made to show the date, number, and 
amount of the order, and shall at that time be signed by 
the postmaster, or in his name by the iesuing clerk con­
formably to section 1141. The stub will then constitute 
the postmaster' a receipt to the carrier for the money. 

2. If one of the receipt forms has been spoiled, and there­
fore not delivered to any applicant, the word "spoiled" 
shall be written on the stub by the carrier. 

3. After all the receipt blanks in a book have been used, 
the carrier may turn the stubs over to the postmaster for 
preservation, in which case they shall be retained on file 
the same length of time as the applications. The carrier 
may, if he desires, retain the stubs himself for his own 
protection. 

4. When a carrier is furnished with an additional (new) 
book of receipt forms, the numerical aeries may be con­
tinued. 

Sec. 1187. Bzclwl&e of DlODef-order bustness between 
carrters.-In case a rural carrier is, by authority of the 
department, required to deliver his collections to another 
carrier to be taken by him to a poet office or station, the 
carrier who made the original collections shall deliver also 
the money-order applications and the money for the orders, 
including fees for the same, to the other carrier for delivery 
at such office or station and take proper receipt for the 
amount in each case on Form 6387, changing the same to 
read as follows: 

Received or------ (remitter), through-----­
(rural carrier No.--), the sum of---, etc. 
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2. The carrier who originally received the application 
and money shall keep this receipt attached to the stub of 
the receipt given to the remitter. The postmaster of the 
distributing office shall receipt on Form 6387 to the carrier 
presenting the application and money. 

Sec. 1268. Paying of orders through rural carriers.­
Money orders drawn in favor of persona residing on a rural 
route may, as a matter of accommodation, be paid through 
the carrier serving the route, but the carrier shall not in 
any case exact any fee or compensation for collecting the 
amount of an order. 

2. The payee, so situated, who desires to collect the 
amount through the carrier, shall deliver the money order 
to 'the latter and therewith hand him a separate request, 
addressed to the paying postmaster, in the following form : 

Please pay to , carrier, for delivery to me, the 
amount of money order No.-- issued at In my favor and 
this day handed to him by me for collection. 

3. Such request, properly dated, may be made wholly 
in writing or on Form 6387-a. 

4. In such case the carrier, upon receiving the money 
from the postmaster, shall execute a receipt therefor on 
the back of such request, which should then be filed with 
the coupon. 

5. Upon delivery of the money by the carrier to the 
payee, the latter shall be required to execute the receipt 
on the face of the order; and the order shall then be turned 
over by the carrier to the postmaster, to be by him treated 
as the voucher for the payment. 
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6. If the payee baa receipted the order before delivery 
thereof to the carrier for collection, the postmaBter sball 
instruct the carrier, upon payment of the money, to pro­
cure an additional receipt, from the payee to the carrier 
personally, to be filed with the coupon. 

See see. 1149, as to ldent111cation, etc. 

Sec. 1394. Definition of "star route."-The term "star 
route" shall mean a post route on which the mails are 
carried under a formal contract awarded to the lowest 
bidder tendering sufficient guaranties for faithful per­
formance in accordance with the terms of the advertise­
ment, and requiring due celerity, certainty and security 
in the performance of the service. 

Sec. 1437. Duties of contractors-Patrons must provide 
boxes of standard type.-Unless otherwise specifically 
stated in the advertisements, contractors for service on 
star routes shall, in addition to carrying the mail to the 
various post offices, be required to deliver mail into all 
boxes and hang mail bags and satchels containing mail on 
cranes or posts that may be erected along the route, and 
to collect mail from the boxes and collect the bags or 
satchels from cranes or posts and deposit the same in the 
proper post office at the risk of the addressee, in accordance 
with the rules governing such service and without charge 
to the persons sending or receiving the mail. But reg­
istered mail shall not be so delivered unless expl'el!llly 
directed by the addressee in a written order. 

All persons desiring to avail themselves of box delivery 
and collection service on star routes must provide boxes 
of the standard type approved by the Postmaster General, 
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as mail will not be delivered in or collected from boxes of 
other types or in sacks: Providd, That this llhall not apply 
to boxes and sacks in use prior to July 1, 1917. (See sec. 
824 as amended May 4, 1917.) 

Sec. liM. Requem for mail bqa.-All requeets for 
mail bags of all stylee in quantitiee, and requests for 
saddle bags for use on star, rural, and special routes, 
shall be addreesed to the Second Assistant Postmaster 
General, Division of Railway Mail Service. 

2. All requests for mail bags for use on star, rural, and 
special routes, except !!addle bags, shall be addressed liB 

follows : 

From post offices In-

Kaine, New Hampshire, Vermont, Massachu­
setts, and Rhode illana. 

Connecticut, New York, New Jersey, and Penn-
sylvania. 

G~~iaJ1~rtda, Alabama, Mlsslsalppl, and 

Ohio, Indians, Kentucky. and Tenn-. . .... . . 
Klchlgan1 Wisconsin, Illinois, Iowa, Nebraska, 

Wyorrung, and Idano. 
Klnnesota, North Dakota, South Dakota, and 

Montana. 
Missouri, Kansas, Arkansas, Oklahoma, Texas, 

Colorado, New Mexico, and Arizona. 
U:!'J f~~· Callfornla, Oregon, Washington, 

Maryland, Delaware, District of Columbls, Vir­
ldills1 West Vlrglnls, North· Carollns, and 
Souto Carolina. 

To postmastar at-

Boston, Mass. 

New York, N.Y. 

Atlanta, Ga. 

Cinclnna!h Ohio. 
Chicago, w. 

St. Paul, Minn. 

St. Louis, Mo. 

Ban Francisco, Calif. 

To the Second Assis-
tant Postmaster 
General. Division 
of Railway Mall 
Service. 

(a) The requisition should state, if for a star route, the 
number and terminal offices of the route; if for a rural­
delivery or special route, the name of office supplied. 
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(b) The etyle, size, and quantity wanted, and the 
reuon why needed should a.l80 be stated . 

3. Separa.te locked pouches for o#ices on a etar route 
shall not be furnished, except when authorized by the 
proper division superintendenta of the Railway Mail 
Service. 

Sec. 1888. WUtul ormallc1oua1Djury to bozea on m&1l route.-That 
whoever shall wlltully or maliciously injure, tear down, or destroy any 
letter box or other receptacle Intended or used for the receipt or delivery 
of mail on any mail route, or shall break open the s&me, or shall wilfully 
or maliciously injure, deface, or destroy any mail deposited therein, or 
shall willully take or steal such mail from or out of such letter box or 
other receptacle, or shall willully aid or assist 1n any of the aforemen­
tioned o!Jenses, shall for every such o!Jense be punished by a llne of not 
more than one thousand dollars or by imprisonment for not more than 
three years. 

Forest 1lres.-In accordance with the request of the 
Secretary of Agriculture, this department has arranged a 
plan of cooperation with the State and national forest 
officers whereby rural and star route carriers shall report 
forest fires discovered by them along their routes to per­
sons designated by the State and national authorities to 
receive such intelligence. 

Cooperation with State officers will be given in all States 
containing national forests. 

The State and national authorities will inform post­
masters as to whom the discovery of fires should be re­
ported, and each rural carrier should be directed to 
cooperate to the fullest extent with such authorities in 
the manner agreed upon, namely, that the carrier shall 
report a fire to the nearest State fire warden or national 
forest officer on his route, or, if no such warden or officer 

stampsmarter.com 



RURAL KAIL 8EILVICI'. 171 

lives on the route, to arrange through some responsible 
citizen to have him notified, by telephone if poeaible. 
Star route contractol'l! and carriel'l! are ineluded in the 
plan of cooperation and should be requested to report the 
discovery of fires in the eame manner as will be done by 
the rural carriel'l!. 

Postmastel'l! in or near national forests are also directed 
to report fires to the neanlllt forest officer. 
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Contracts, employees interested in.. . ... . .. .. .... .. .... .. ..... . .. 160 
Contributions: 

8ollcltlng for hidden.................. . ... . ................... 171 
Political. ...........•..................... . ................ 163-165 

Conveyances provided by carriers............................. ... !U1 
Couuty, mat tar free in....... . • • • • . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . • • . 433 
Courtesy and neatness required. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . m 
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Bee. 
Day-ddchicksinmail .......•••••.••••••........••..•..... ••••.• 476 
Death of employee Incurred in line or duty..... . ................. 6b 
Debts, employees forbidden to contract . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ••••••• 1n 
n-&sedpersons,mailaddressed.to .•...•.............. 610,935,938,1047 
Deductions for failures to perform service... .......... . .. ......... 727i 
Defamatory matter........... ... ........ . ............. . ......... 481 
Dellciency in postage... • • . • . . • • . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 397 
Delayed malls, waiting !or. . • . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 760 
Delinq uencles. • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • . . . • • . . • . • . . . . • • • • . • • • . . . . . • 739, 808 
Delivery: 

Limits on rural routes....... .. . . .... .. ............... .. . .. ... 717 
Of mail: 

General directions... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • • 601 
or Insured parcels .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 488 
Ruralservice ....•.•.•......................•.........•. 766-800 
Registered ••••••• ••••• •••••••••••••• •• •..••. • .•. •••••• 935-1096 
Special delivery .... •• ..•. .• . . ... ...• .. . •..••.•• •.. ••• .. 79Z-794 

or money orders to applicants on rural routes. . . . . . . . . . • . • . • . 1264 
or registered mall in transit. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1088 
or registered mail to residence of patrons otr line of route ..... 1083l 
On roads traveled by more than one carrier.................. 790 

Depredations to be reported.. .................................... 832 
Detention at Intermediate oll!ces. . • • • . . • • . • • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . • • . 806 
Deviations from routes................ .. ..................... . ... 757 
Dinner, stop for....... . ............................... . . . ........ 760 
Directions for transmission of mall part of address....... . ... . .... 470 
DlsabJiity, absence on account or....... .. .. . .... .. ............... 5a 
Discipline. • . . • . . • • . . • . . • . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 734, 738, 739, 803, 808 
Dlvenlon of mail..... . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . • . 531' m 
Drop letters. • . • . • . . . . . . . . . . . . • . • . . • . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 399 
Duties of carriers.............. .... ... ... ... ... ... .. .............. 752 
Egpln malls... ..... ... .......................... .... ........... 474 
Employees forbidden to place personal Indorsement on mail 

matter . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 171 i 
Employment outside of service.. .. . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . • • . . . . . . . . . . 764 
Erection or boxes. . . . . • • • • . . . . . . • • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . • . • • • • • . 8Z1 
Establishment or rural delivery. • • • . • . • . . • . • . . . . . • • . . • • . • • • • • • • • • 716 
Equipment .•••••................................ 801,811,812,1067, 1494 

stampsmarter.com 



176 INDEX. 

Sec. 
Examinations, clvll·service ...................... . . •............ 300, 718 
Examination of boxes... ... ... . .... .. .... ..... ........... .. . . . . . . 772 
Exchange: 

or money order business between carriers . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1267 
Through ooUectlon boxes. . . . . • . . . . . • . • . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • • 783 

Exhibiting mall, forbidden. .. . .. • . • • • • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7611 
Extensions of rural routes.. .... . .. . . ... . ......... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7161 
Extensions of service, postmasters to recommend. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 748 
FaUures: 

Otservice . ..• . •••.• .• •••..•........ . .•. ••... ...... . .• . ....• 761, ?62 
To perform service, deductions for . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . • • 7271 

Fees: 
C. 0. D. and registered matter •.. .. ... . .... .... .. .. ... ...•• 488,4811 
Money order. . . . . . . . • . • . • • • . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1128 
Receiving of, prohibited ..... ... .. ... . . . . .. . . . . .... .. .. .... 170,7611 
Registration. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 878, 8711 
Special dell very •••••................ ·.... .. .. .. . ....... ...•••. 7'¥1 

Fictitious matter. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . • 479, 486 
First-class matter, rates ...... .. .... .. .... .. .. . .... . . .. . . . .. . ..... 399 
Foreign malls: 

Classification and rates .. •••.. ...... . .. •. ....... . . .. ........ 15011-521 
Parcel post. . . . . . • . . • . • . • . • . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 621 
Registered . • . . • . • . • . • . • • . • . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . • • . . 1039, 1040 
UnmaUable. ..••••..••••........•... .. ...... . . .... ........••• s1e 

Forest fires, rural carriers to report (page 170). 
Forwarding: 

or mall . . . . . . . • . • • • • • . • • • . • • • . • . . . • . . • • • • • • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • 5911, S9S 
C. 0. D. matter. . .................. ..... ...... . .. . . ..... . .. .. 4811 
Registered matter •••• • .• ••• •... •••....•• .. •... . ......... •• 1142, 1H4 

Fourth Assistant Postmaster General, Office of. . . . . . . . . . . . . • • • • • If 
Fourth-class matter: 

Articles admissible and nonadmlsslble ...•.•.....•....•. . .. 472-478 
Collect on delivery... .... . ... . . . ... ... ... . ... . . . . . . . . . . . . • . 488,4811 
Examination of........... .. .. . . . ... .... .... . ....... .. ... .... 4811 
For insurance or C. 0. D. to be accepted by rural carriers. • • . f88l 
ForwardJ:n« of. • . . . . . . . • • • • • • • • • • . . • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • . • • • • • 5D6 
Inclosing matter of higher clas.< with... . . . . . . . • • . . . . . . . . . . . . . 460 
Insurance of. . . . . . • • . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 485 
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Fourth-class matter-Continued. Sec. 
Llmlt of size .... ........... .... ... ...... ...... .. ............. tM 
Llmlt of weight and she ..•...... ... ... ... .. ••. .. ..•.• • '54, 462, tM 
Places of mailing...... ..... . . .. .. ... . .. . ........ .. .. .... .. ... M6 
Rates of postage. . ..... .. ... . .. . . ....... ... . . . . .. . ... ... . .... 456 
Weights and rates or postage..... ......... . . ... . . .. ..... . .... 456 
Wrapping or packing •••• •. • .••..• .. •.•. •.... •• •..••••• 4117, 4~78 
Zones ..•.... . ....... . ....•. . ... . .... .... . . ... . .... .. .•..... •. ~ 

Fragile artlcles. .. ............ . .. . .. . .. . ....... ... ................ 47' 
Fraudulent matter. ...... . ...... .. .. ....................... . .... . 479 
Free county matter............. . .................. . ........ ..... t33 
l!'ruits In mails.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 476 
Funds received by rural earr:lers . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . • • . • • . • 758 
Game birds and animals in mails. .. . . ................. ... ....... 477t 
Gltts ••....••.. •.••••••..• ••.•.••••. •• ..• .•• . •....•..•..•••• 168,177,744 
HoUdays .•••.•.. .• . •• .•.• . .• •.• . •..• .. •.•...•. ... . .. .• . •••• •••• 735, 77' 
Horseback service. • • . . . • . . • • • • • • . . . . . • . • . . . • . . • • . • . . • . . • . • • • • • • • 758 
Impassable roads. . . • . . • . • • • • . • . • . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • • • • . 756 
Inclosures with fourth-eiass matter. . . . • . • . • • • . . . . • • . • • • • . • • . • • • • • ~ 
Indemnity: 

Insured matter. . . . . . . . . • . . . • . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • • . • • • . • • 488 
Registered matter. . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . • • . . . • . . . . . . . • . • • • • • • • • 973 

Information: 
·As to number of rural routes and number of boxes served by 

rural carriers not to be given. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . • . . 523 
Concerning mail not to be given.... ........ ..... ... ......... 523 

Injury to mall boxes. . . . . . . . • . . . . • • • . • • . . . . . . • • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . 1699 
Inscriptions on boxes. . . . . . . . • • . . . . • • . . . • . . • . . • . . • • . . . . . . • . . . . . . . 826 
Insecure or badly located boxes....... . ......... .. . . ............. 830 
Inspectors, post ofHce . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . 36 
InsufHciently paid matter.......... .. . . ........................ . . 782 
Insurance of fourth-class mall. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 488 
Intermediate ofHce service ......... .... . •.. .. .... 778,801-810, 1085,1090 
Intermediate post offices, supply of. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 801 
International mails .. . .......•....... . . .. ...... •.... .•.•• ••• ... 500-521 
Intoxicants: 

In mail• prohibited . . • . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • • . . . • • . 472 
In carriers' vehicles. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 764 
Use of by carriers. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 738 

32657°-21--12 
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Sec. 
Jrncularttlea 1n ..vtoe to be reported ... ... ...... ... .. ... .. .. .. .. 762 
1ory and roe4 duty . . . .... ... .. .. . . .... . .... . ... . .. . . . .. .. .. . . . . . 7tO 
Keys: 

P« petrolia' bcu;es.... . . . . . . . . • . • . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . SU, 836 
P« United States colleoUon boxes. . ... . .. . .. . ........... ... . 11M 

Lave of absence. (Bu Ablenoe.) 
Limit of !be of fourth~ matter. .. . ... .. . ... .. ......... .. . .. . . 4M 
Limit of wel&ht of mall matter. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .a2, 4111 
•:taqulds 1n maib • •. •••••• ••. •. •. ••• . •• . . . . . . ....... ...•. . ..•• •• 47!, 47. 
Location of boxes. • • . • • • • • . • • • • • • • • • . . . . . • • . . . . . . . . . • . . • . . . . . • • 827-830 

On right-hand lllde of roe4. • • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . • • • 821 
Locked pouch oervlce . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . 8111 

Payment for .. .. . ........... . . . .. . . . . ... . . .. ... . . .. . .. . .. .. . . 725 
Locbonpati'Oilll'boxes .• .... . . . . . . •. ...... . . ... . ..... .. . . ... . SU,836 
Loop routes . . • • • • . . . • . . . • . . . . • • • • • . • • . . • • . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • • '1111 
Loss of or damap to Government property... .. .. .. ... . ... ..... . tnt 
Lottery matter. . . . • • • . • • • . • • • • . • • • . • . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . 479, 4112 
KaU bags, requesu fOI" ...................................... .. ... 1486 
llall boxes: 

Standard rural. • • • • • • • • • • • • • • . • . • • • . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . • • • 1126 
WWiul or malicious inJury to. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 181111 

Kall for routes to be arraneed by carriers.. . . . . . . ....... .... .. .. .. m 
llalllng cards (post cards)............... ........ .. .. ... ..... ..... t02 
Kalllocka and 1tey3. • • . • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • . • • • • • • • • • . • • • • • . . . . • • • 8011 
Kall to be registered and dellvered en route. ....... .. .... .. .... .. !Mil 
Kaster keys. . • . . . . • • . • . • • • • . • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • . . • • • • • • . . . . . . . . . . . . 836 
llatter for registration found 1n rural mall boxes. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1(1711 
Matter not considered reclstered unttl receipt Is Issued . . . . . . . . . . . 10711 
llatter out.tlde of malla........ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1M 
Measuring parcels . . . • • • • • • • . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . • • • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . • . 4M 
Meau 1n malla . •• •• ••• ••• . ... .... .... •. . ...• . ... . ..•••. .. .. . ..• 475,477 
Militia duty .. . .. . ... . . ... . .... . ... . .... .. . . . ...... .... . . .... .. . . 740 
Minors, mail addressed to. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6011 
Money ,in rural boxee. . .. ... .... . ... . .. ..... . ..... ... . .. .. .... . .. 782 
)[oney-«der bualnees: 

At rural stations... ... . ... .... .... ... .. . . .......... . ... ... .. . 1257 
Exchange of, betwaen carriers . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1267 
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Money-onier funds: Sec. 
From roralstatlons....... .. . ............ ............ . ....... 1258 
Prompt aocounting for . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1263 

Money-onier reports from rural stations........ .............. .... 1258 
Money orden ........... .... . ....... ... ... . ........ 1128,1133, 1267-12e8 

Applications •....•....................................... 126i-1266 
Carrion' reoord of.......... .......... . .... ... ........ ........ 1265 
Drawing orden........... .. . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1133 
Exchange between oarrlen. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1267 
Feee ••••• • ....•.•••.. •• ••.•.•. •.......•.. ... . ..•......... • . • . 1128 
Information ooncernlng, not to be given . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 523 
In paymenttor C. 0 . D. parcels...... ....... ............... .. 1262 
Paying through oarrlen....... ... ... ...... ........ .......... . 12e8 
To be obtained by rural oarrlen from distributing olllce, 

exception. • . . • • . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1.262 
Koney-order supplies, rural oarrlen to carry. . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . 1261 
Kotor cycles. . • . . • . . . . • . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 811 
Names of patrons, furnlahlng of, forbidden........ ....... . .. . .... 714 
Neatness required... . .. ......... ... ......... . . ....... .. ......... 737 
Numbering: 

Of registared mall by rural oarrlen.. . .. .. .. ... . . .... . . . .. .... 1072 
Of rural boxes. • • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 83&-M1 

N unery stock In malls. • . . • • • • . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . 478 
Oath: 

Of olllce ..•................................................ 158,722 
Of pensloncn...... . ... . . .... . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 746 

Obeoene matter . . . ................ ..... .. ... .. ..... ....... . .... 4711,480 
0 bstmction of passage of carrier. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 765 
omoe delivery to rural patrons. .... .. . . .. ... ............. . ... ... 773 
omce work........... . . ... ... ... ..... .... ... ............ . ..... .. 749 
0111nlal correspondence. .. .... ......... ...... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 750 
Organizations, membership ln..... ........ . . . . . ... ... . .......... 29 
Outside employment........ ..... ... .... ... . .... .... . ..... ...... 764 
Packages must admit of examlnetlon... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 469 
Parcel-post matter. (See Fourth~lass matter.) 
Parcels for Insurance or C. 0. D. to be accepted by rural carr! en.. 489l 
Parcels too large for boxes, delivery of... .. ..... ... . . ............ 768 
Partnerships and corporations, mall addressed to....... ......... 611 
Passengers, carrying of, forbidden . • • . • • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 745 
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Patrons: Sec. 
Boxes of. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. .. . . .. . . . .. . . . 824-841 
Lists of names of, not to be furnished. . . . .. .. .. .. .. . .. .. .. .. . 744 
Roster of....... .. . ......... . . .. ...... . ................. ..... 754 

Pay: 
Of rural carriers . . . .... . . . ... . .. . . . .. ... .. _. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ~ 
Of substitutes ... ......... .. . ... ... . ..... . . ... . . . .... . ..... 721,726 
Readjustment of, based on length of route ..... . ...... . .. .... ~ 

Payment: 
Of money orders.. .. ..... . . . ... .. . ............ .. ........ . ... . 12511 
To representative of employee killed. . . . .. . . . . . . . . .. . . . .. .. . . 5-b 

Pension mall. .... .. . . .... . . . ... . ...... . ... . ... ...... .. ... . .. . . 608-776 
Penslonoeths. .. .. ........... .... . . . .. .. . ... .. .. .. . .. .... . .... ... 7'6 
Pension vouchers authenticated by rural c&rriers. . . . .. .... .. .. ... 746 
Perishable matter.. . .... . . ... . . . ........ . ............... . ... .. .. . 476 
Permanent changes or omissions of travel to be reported. . . . . . . . . 748 
Permissible add! tlons on third and fourth class matter. . . . . 4.53, 468, 470 
Petitions, circulation of.. .. ..... .. ........... . .............. . .... 743 
Political contributions ..... ... . .. . .. . .... . . . . . ... ... . ...... . ... 163-167 
PolltlcalpriYI!eges .. ...... .. ........ .. .. .. . .... .............. .. 741,742 
Positions outside the service .. . .. .. .. . ... . . _. _._ . . .. _ .. _._ .. . .. 741, 764 
Postage-due mall. . . . .... ........ .. . ............... _ .... _........ 775 
Postage, rates of. .. .... .......... . . ... .. .. . . .. .. . .... . . 395-457,511-521 
Postage-stamp credlts to employees.. .. .. ... .... .. ......... .... .. 342 
Postal cards . . . . . . . . .. . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . 401 
Postal Guide, access to, by c&rrlers .. _.... .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. . .. . .. .. 750 
Postal stations, rural. ........ . ... .. . .. .. . . .. . . . . . .. . ...... . .. .. 814--823 
Post cards .. . ... ............ .. ... .. . . .. ... . .. . ...... ....... 402,403, 511 
Post-omce Inspectors . ..... ... .. .. . ........ . . . . . .... .. ... . .. .... .. 36 
Pouches for Intermediate omccs .......... ... . . . . .. . ... . ...... . . 801-809 
Preparation of matter: 

For mailing ............ ... . ........ .. ... .. .. . ..... ... . .. . .. 469-478 
For registration.. ......... . . . . .. .. .. ..... . .. .... . ... . .. .. .. . . 881 

Prepayment of postage... .. .... .... .. .... ...... .... .... ..... .... 396 
Privacy of matter under seal.............. . .... .... ......... ..... . 522 
Protection of mail............ .. ....... . . . . .. . . . . . . . .. . .. .. . . . .. .. 9J2 
Punctuality and regularity required of carriers who supply 'POSt 

omoes . .. ...... . .... ... ... .... . . . . ... .. . . .... ... .... ....... ...... 803 
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Quanntlne: Bee. 
Contagtoua diaeaaes. ... .. .. . .. ... .. . ... .... ... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 791 
Plants. ... . . ... . . .. .... . . .. ... . . . . . ... . ... ... . . . . .... ... . . .... 478 

Rates ofpoetage . •. ... .. .. .. . ... .. . . . . . . . . ... . .. . .. ... . . 395-457,511-621 
Receipt for ordinary parceL.... .... .. . . ... .... .... . ..... .. . . .. . .. 458l 
Receipts: 

To pmahaaers of money orders. .. ... . . . . . ... . . ....... . .. .... . 12M 
Registry. • • • • • • • • • • • • • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • 1131, 1065, 1070-1072 

Registered articles, how oarrled by rural carriers to other olllces 
or stations . . . • • . . . . • • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • • . . 1081 

Bepstered matter .... . •... . . . .. .. .. .. . .... .. .. . . ... .. .. . . .. . .• 877-1096 
Atlntermedl!'te olllces. . ....... .. . . .. .. .... . . ...... ... •. . • • • • 1085 
Change of add.-- on. . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • • . • lOllS 
Delivery of, by rural oarrlers to residences oft line of route . ••• 1083l 
Delivery or, from rural stations .. . . . . ... .. . .... .. ...... .. :. .. . 1083 
Delivery of, to be attempted on first trip.... .. . . .......... .. . 1090 
When delivery can not be ellected..... ..... .. ... ..... .. . . .. . . 1094 

Registered special-delivery mall. ..... ... .. . ... .... ... .. .. . .. ... .. 1096 
Registration of mail by carriers.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • 1070 
Registry equipment... . .. ... ... . .. . . . ... ..... ... ...... ... ...... .. 1067 
Regularity of service required. . . . . . .. ... . ... .... .... .... . ... . ... . 769 
Relay mall lor city carriers, rural carriers may be required to de-

liver Into package boxes.. . . . . ... . . ... . .. . .. ..... ..... . .. .. .... . 749 
Remittances from rural stations.. .. . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • • 1258 
Removals from classltied lltlr'Vioe... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . • • 29 
Reporting lor duty. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • • • • 758 
Report ·of boxes erected. . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • • • • 837 
Reports by carriers ••. . · .. ... . . .. .. . . . ..... .. . . .... .. .... .. . ....• 761,785 
Resignations . . • . •••• ••• . •.•.•.. .... . ... . . .. . . . . .... . . .. ... .. .•• 719, nJ 
Responsibility for registered mall.... . .. ... .. .. . .. . .. . .. .. .. .. .. . . 940 
Return of mail by oarrlers forbidden..... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • 786 
ReturnS from st~Pnp sales to be made each day... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 813 
Roads...... ..... ........... .... .......... ....... ...... ... ... ..... 756 
Road and Jury duty. . ...... .. . . . . ... .. . .... . .. .. . ..... . .... . .... 740 
Room for oarrleraln post olllce. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • • 755 
ROIIter of patrollll . • . • • • • • • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . 7M 
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Rural canters: Sec. 
Absence of. • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • . • Sa, 730-735 
Appointment or..................... .. .............. ......... 718 
May relay mall tor city canlenl.............. ... .......... ... . 749 
Payor............. . ....................... .. .............. . . 725 
Resignation or ...... . . ..... -- .......... . .. . -- .........••... 7111, 720 
To carry blank applications tor money orders and book of 

forms of receipt. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1261 
To obtain money orderatrom diatrlbutlnl oftlce,exoeptlon.. 1.262 

Rural dell very, eatabliBhment of. . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . • . • 716 
Rural mail boxes ........ . .. ....... ... .. ....................... !rU-841 
Rural postal stations .........•........•...•.................••• 814-823 

Delivery of regiStered mallfrom. ... ... .... ...•........••••••• 1083 
Dispatch of registered mall from ...... . .... : ...•.••...•.• :.,. 1080 
Money-order bUBinessat ......•........... ••• ; •• •• • . ......... 1257 
Rural routes to be Inspected eeml4DDually by postmasten.. 748 

Balaries: 
Paymentof.... . . . ....................... ... . . ............... 725 
Vouchers........ . ........... ...... .......... . .... . .......... 771 

Schedales.. . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . • . • • • . • . • . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • • 7 58, 760 
Scurrilous matter . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • • . • • . • 481 
Second-class matter. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 411, 441, t69 
Seeds, balb8,plants,rate of postage...... . .... ... ................ ~7 
Seeda,etc.,in ma11a. ••.•••••.•••••• ••••• •. •• •. . ••• ••••• •••••••••• 478 
Separation of maila. . . . . • • • • . • • • • • • • • . . . . . . • • • • . . . • . . . • . . . . • 749, 766-767 
Service by rural canters, who may have....... ...... ... .... . ..... 717 
Short-paid matter .......•...... .. . .•. ......... . ....... ... ...... 397, 782 
Sickness, absence on account of . ••..• •• ••• ••••••• •••• ••• .•••••• 730,133 
Signals, rural mail boxes. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 772 
Sollcltlng for businesaconcernsforbldden.... . ... . ...... . ..... .. . 744 
Special-delivery mall, registered..... ..... . . ..... .. ... ... ... ...... 1096 
Special-delivery matter ........ . ................ . . . ..... .. 7~ 1096 
Special roles proposed by postmasters... .... ....... . .. . .... . ..... 751 
Stamps: 

Cancel1atlon en route........ . .......... . ..... . ....... . . . . . . . . 71Y 
Record or. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 78.1 
Supplies. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 813 
Unlawful pledging or sale of..... . . . . .. ... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 332 
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Star route: Bee. 
Box delivery service on . . ... .. ... . .. ... . .. . .. ... . . .. . .. . ..... 1437 
Definition of. . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . 1394 

Star service on rural routes. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . • . . . . • • • . . 789 
Snbstltutea: 

A.slllgned to more than one route. • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • 719 
Pay of. • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • . . . • . . • • • • • • . . . . . . • • 721, 726 
To serve when carrier Is abSent . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • • . . 731 
V oucbers for. . • • • . . • • . • . . . • • • . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 729, 732 

Snnday and holiday service •.•.•••. •. . ... .. . •.... ... .... .... ... 735,774 
Supplies: 

Stamp . ........... ... . . ............. . ............ . ... . . . ..... 811 
Rural stations. . • • . • . • • • . . . . • . • . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • 823 

Supply of tntermedlste pest oftlcee. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . 801, 810 
Telephone to be U8ed by carriers, when....... . .... . ..... . .. . . .. . 1084 
Temporary carriers: 

Payof ...... -.••. c............... ... ... ........ ..... .. ....... . 725 
v oucbers .• ... •.•. , . • . . . . • • . • . . . • . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . • • . . . . • • . • 728 

Third-class matter .. . ......... • .• .. .• . .. •... . ... .. .. .. . . ....... 447, 453 
Additions perm1881ble and prohibited. .. ........ . . . .... ... ... 453 

Threatening matter . . . • . . . . • . . • . . . • . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . 481 
Time to be entered on trip report . . .. . ....... . ... .......... . .... . 761 
Transfers. . . • . . . . • . . • . . . • . • . • . . . . • • . • . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 718 
Transfer or sale of position forbidden. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 720 
Tran8lentsecond-classratea....... .. .... .. .. .. .. . ..... ... ........ 435 
Trip reports.. . . • . . . . • . . . . • • . . . . . . • • . • . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 761 
Turning in matter for registration . . . . . . . . • • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1073 
Turning in undelivered matter and funda .. .... . ... .. .. . .... .. . .. 787 
Undeliverable matter . . . .. . .. ... . .. .. .. ........ . .. . ...... .. .. .... 770 
Undelivered matter . ...•.. . ..... ..... .. ..•.... ..•••••.. . . ..... . 7S7, 788 
Unidentified matter.. ....... . ......... . .. . ........ . ..... . . .. . . .. . 788 
United States and ita possessions, included in term. . . . ........... 395 
Unmailable matter ..... ••... . .......... . ......... .•. ....... 479,486, 519 
Unmailable matter accepted for registration, action respecting.... 1079 
Unpaid mstter.. . . . . .. •. . . .. . . •. . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . •. . . . . . . . . . 782 
Unstampedmatter. .. ... ... ... . .. . ... . .. . .. . . . ....... . ....... ... . 782 
Unwarranted service to be brought to attention of Deportment. .. 748 
Vacancies to be promptly reported. .. . . . ... .. . ... .. ...... .. ...... 721 
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Sec. 
Vegetables in mails ............ .. .. .. .. .... . ...... .. .. ....... ... . 475 
vehicles or carriers . . . . . . .. . . . . . .. . . .. . . .. . . . .. . . . . . . . .. . .. .. .. • • • 811 
Vouchers: 

Pension ... .. ....... . .... ... .. .. .. .. .. . .. .. .... ..... . ........ . 746 
Carriers' .. . . . . .. . .. . .. . .. .... . . . ..... .. .• . . .. .... . .. •...•.• m-729 
SubStitutes. . .. ....... .... .... . . .. .. ..... . . ...... . . .. .. ..... . 732 

Wagons, carriers' . ....... . .... .......... .. .. ...... .. . .. .......... 811 
Weather reports.. . . ... .. . ......... . . ... .. ....... . . ........ . ... .. (09 

Weight or mail matter, limit or . ... ........ . ... ................. 4112,463 
Welghtormatterlndoubt . ... . :. . ... ......... .. .. .. .. . .... . . .... 780 
WWlul or malicious Injury to mail boxes... . . . .... ...... ..... .... 1699 
Withdrawal or mail ......................... .. ..... . .......... . 552,786 
Withdrawal or service !rom box ..... ......... . .......... ..... .. . . 829 
Witnesses, carriers serving as.. . .. .. . . .. . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .. . . . 730 
Wrapping or matter tor mailing .. .. . . .... . ........... . ... .. .... 469, 477 
Zone in which post omcels located, to ascertain. .. ...... . ........ 456 
Zones, pareei·J:)OIItservlce.... ... .. . . .. .. .. . ... .. .. .. .. .. .. . ...... 454 
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