














































































































































































































































OFFICIAL FRANK STAMPS. 100 

in the smaller detnils. In the Arms the shield is oval, and does not touch the 
riband, which is in three curvea; the supporters are both in profile; the name of 
the department is above, " Frank Stamp" below, the inscriptions being eeparated 
by ornamental periods; and the word "Tasmania" is in a straight line beneath tho 
Arms. Tho size varies from 30 to 32 rum. in diameter. The t.lies are fixed in 
patent self-inking spring which produce very clear, even impressions. 
(Ill!J8fratiom 27, 28, 29, 30.) 

These stamps denote merely tlu1.t the mail matter which beal'8 them is exempt 
from postage, and not that the has in any way been prepaid by means of 
the stamp. 

Official poet cards are found bearing the frank stamps, but they have no special 
significance apart from ordinary official correspondence. 

The following is a fairly complete list of types and colours.. TI1e numerous 
varieties of colour of the English engraved st.ampe are due to the inking pads 
becoming exhausted, and fresh onea of different colours being subetituted: 

ENGRA.YBD BY BERRI, LONJ>ON. 

II!SOED 8TR AllOUBT, 1883. 

P011tOffice (Illwtralion2.':o). 
T-my 

Blue, Llack, viulet,lake. 
Black, blue, violet, mauve, violet-

brown. 
Blue, mauve. Chief Secretary 

Attorney-General 
Minister of Landa 
POBtmaater-Oeneral 

Blaek, blue, mauve, redtliah-lilae. 
Black, blue, rose. 

R.E.DutiesDepe.rtlllent • • . 
Blue, violet, black, lake. 
Blue. 

., , (with capital N over 
&nll8,for UIIein I.eu.nceeton) • Blue. 

NOVEYBII:R, 1883. 

Government Statistician Blue. 

MAY, 1884. 
Public Worb Office, Hobart Blaek. 

A!lOOBT, 1884. 

Education Department Black, greenit!h-blaek, blue, rOBe. 

(I) BNGRAP"BRS AND DATE {1884-5). 

Taaroanian Railwaye (lU1UtTation 26) • Blue. 
Governor Tumania , Blue. 

ENGRAVED BY HERMANN DiiRllE, 

Legi..elative Council (!Umtrotilm 28) Black • 
Chainnan General H011pit.al Boanl. Blue 
Premier's Office 
Office of Storee 
Hoepital for the Insane, New Norfolk 
MarineBotud,L&uneeaton 
Electric Telegtaph, Hobart Mauve, blue 
Marine Board, Hobart . Blue 
Superintendent Country Rifle Club8 (I llml. 30) 

.March,ISS8. 

April , 
Moy 
Aug. ,. 
1d.arch,l887. 

April 
Juue 
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JOG THE STAMPS OF TASMANIA. 

Crown Solicitor (IUu.~tration 29), 
H.M. Cuetoms, Hobart 

" I.e.un~e~~ton 
OovernmentMediealOffic:er 
Corporation of Hobart 
Postmaster, I.e.unceeton 
Chief Inepectorof Sheep 
Corporation of Launee&ton 
l!eney Marine Board . 

Blue 

(1) D.uu or lBauz. 
Andit Thlpartment 
Ho~ae of .A.embly (IU!Utrotion 17) 
P.O. Money Order and &vinge Bank 
SecretaryofMine~~ • 
Hd. O•. Defenee Force , 

Blue. ..... 
Blue, violet. . .... 
Bhte. 
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~[areh,l888. 

Apri l , 
Moy 
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CHAPTER XV. 

BISECTED POSTAGE STAMPS-

A ~~~~~T !~:u:~~:~~::~~s:f 7~~:!; ~~:1taC:~~"; ~:~; ;:: 
appeared to be an authentic case of the bisection of a Two Penny stamp to 
repreeent the payment of a One Penny rate. The a~mp was the right-hand 
half of the imperforate Two Pence, Van Diemen's Land, of the early sage-green 
shade (18!i7-63), which had been divided vertically through the centre, cutting 
the word "Diemens" j ust before the secc;>nd B, and dividing the "Two" from 
"Pence." The severance had evidently been effected with a penknife, ae: was 
shown by the clean cut on the face of the stamp and the e.lightly ragged edge 
at the back. The envelope bearing the bisection was entire, but wu absolutely 
without date, and the letter which it had contained had been removed and 
destroyed before the cover came into my poseeeaion. The stamp is cancelled 
with a pen and ink obliteration formed of two vertica.l and three diAgOnal strokes 

thus ~- Thia variety of cancellation was a very common one during 1854-64-, 

and ita origin is fully explained in the chapter on poetmarks and cancellations. 
(Chapter XX.) 

The letter was addreBBed "Cornhill, Sorell" Comhill ia a fann a few milea 
from the township of Sorell, and letters addressed there remained at the Sorell 
office until called for. The One Penny stamp was used for town or "drop" 
letters only, consequently the bisected stamp would represent that rate; and 
there being no mark of a second receiving office on the envelope, it may be 
taken for granted that this was a drop letter; i .e., one po~~ted at Sorell for 
delivery at that office. It was not until 1859 that the Two Penny stamp was 
used to represent a rate of ita own; viL, the suburban rate on letters for 
delivery within five miles of Hobart or Launceaton. Prior to that date the 
Two Pence waa used aolely to reproaent the double-weight town letter. The 
letter under discU88ion, from ita small sire and flatness, could not have exceeded 
the half ounce; and Sorell being twelve miles from Hobart and 133 from 
Launceston, it could not have been a "suburban" letter. Upon submitting the 
envelope in question to the Secretary of the Post Office, Hobart, I received 
tha assurance that it was no uncommon occurrence, in casoa where poetmaster:a 
Wmporarily exhausted their stock of One Penny or Two Penny stamps, to bisect a 
higher value, but that at no time was the practice officially approved or authorised, 
although, from the nature of the circumal.anCils, the mutilated stamp WIIS permitted 
to paSSn!l h :l.\'ing tlono postal tlnty. 
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108 T/f/<J STAMPS OF TASMANIA. 

Amongst the correspondence of tho Post Office Department I found the 
following letter: 

"POBT OFFICE, L.u•NcESroN, 
"121..\July, 1858. 

"Sta.,-1 have the honour to inform you that in the mail which arrived 
from Port Sorell to-day were twenty letter~~; envelopee of eome of the 
letters in que~~tion I eneloee. You will perceive in addition to the Four 
Penny stamp that another stamp baa been cut in half to make up the Six 
Penny rate. .AA the lettera were a.ddressal. to different parts, I could do no 
other than forward them, aa the blame evidently reate with the Poatmuter 
at that 11tation in allowing hilll8elf to run abort of Two PeilJly •tamps. 

"lhavethehonourto be, Sir, 

"T~&«retaT'/1, 

"Geneml Pwt O.Jfi«, 
"H<1Ixu1 Town." 

This letter ill endorsed: 

"Yourobedient&ervant, 
{Sd.) W, WniDu.TT, fiW tk PIMl1111:UUr. 

"Referred to the Pootma~~ter at Port Sorell for hi• report. One ease of thia 
dellCription luu been recently brought under the notice of the Gonmment, 
and h1111 been considered •uch an e1tmordinary procedlll'!l that it was suppoeeol 
no 11ee0nd penon could be fouud to adopt aueh a oourae, at all eventa without 
eeeking information from head-qWlrtel'll whether 1ueh a peculiar mode oould 
by any pouibility be 81lletioned. {Sd.) S. T. HARDING&, &erdlPy. 

"GzNEIAI. PosT On1ca, July 1&.\, 1858." 

The envelope~~ referred to, five in number, were all addressed to different 
persons in Laun~ton, and "'ere frnnked, aa stated in Mr. \Vindeatt'a letter, with a 
l<'onr Penny stamp, and the hall of another vertically divided in the centre. In 
three of them the half stamp was attached to the whole one, the otbl!r two having 
the half severed from the whole stamp and affixed at its side. All were cancelled 
in black with a straggling pen..atroke, which in every instance is confined to the 
stamp, and docs not e:-c:tend on to the cover itself. On the back of each envelope 
is the Lannceaton postmark of "Pre-paid. 12 Jy 12 1858" in three linea, within 
oblong rectangular frame, in red. 

There waa no reeord of a report from the Postmaster nt Port SorelL 

Here, therefore, is unquestionable evidence of at Iea.st ten Four Penny stamps 
having been bisected, and the twenty halves doing duty as Two Penny stamps, and 
although not officially o.uthori.sed, they certainly did postal duty in that mutilated 
conJition. 

21 Viet. No. 38, "Tho Poet Office Act, 1858," raised the inliUld rate of post.agu 
to 6d. for every half ounce, and ''as in foree from 1st Mo.rch to 31st Dcecmber, 
1858. Although the Si:-c:pcnny stamps were re:eivell from England in January, 
1858, country putmasWre were slow to make use of them, using instcatl a Two 
Penny a.nd .Four Penny atamp t.o represent the rota. 

It aeema singular that these two recorded cases of authentic bisection ahould 
have occurred at places bearing very similar namee. "Port Sorell," however, is 
250 miles from "Sorell," being situated in the extreme north of the island, whilst 
the latter place is south of Hobart. It is just poesible that Ute "one case" referred 
to in Mr. Hardinge'a remarks might have boon the "Sorell" case, although, from 
the peculiar shade of tho stamp in que.stion, I ahou!J be inclined to assign it a later 
date tlmn 1858. 
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BISBOTED POSTAGE STAMPS. 109 

We hnvo to pass O\'er a long period of time before coming to another instance 
of bisection, and this time it is to a stamp not entirely free from the taint of 
curiosity manufacturing. 

On the 2Hh July, 1886, tl1e Postmaster at Ellesmere, the post-town of the 
Scottsdale dist.ric~ found a dozen envelopes amongst his mail, all of wl1ich were 
fro.nkeJ. with the half of a Two Penny stamp, diagon~lly divided, and addressed to 
n re8ident in the township. 

Being acquainted with the handwriting of the addrcasor, and, as ho afterwards 
said in reporting on the matter to tho Poatmaster-Geneml, bt·lieving that the sender 
had more money than sense, or that be wished to increase the revenue at his own 
ex:pense, the Postmaster at Ellesmere allowed the letters to pasa ae being fmnkcd by 
these half stamps. On the matter coming to the ears of the Head Office at Hoba.r~ 
he wns, however, ea.utioned not to allow such i rregularities to occur in future. It is 
probable that a considemble number of these lfno"lllents were passed thro11gh the Elles­
mere office by the enthusiastic manufacturer before official at tention was called to the 
matter ; but there can be no doubt that from first to 18llt there was more design 
thari n.eddent in their production. 

I n September laat another enthusillStic, but misguided, H obart collet.:tor being 
on a visit to the li ttle mining township of Zeehan, and finding a difficulty in 
obtaining Two Penny stamps, stAmped two letWrs with the two halves of a Four 
Penny stamp divided dia.,"Onally, and these were passed both by the Post Office at 
Zeeban, received at the HC3d Office at Hobart, and delivered in due couree withoui 
comment. 

There can be no doubt that although no regulation or official authority nists 
as to the acceptance of muti lated stamps in prepayment of postab>e, a certain 
tacit understanding exists that if the receiving postmaster is satisfi~:~d that the 
fragment tendered in prepayment is really a bowl fide unused stamp thua severed to 
represent a hall ra.te., he may use his own discretion and receive it in payment 
of such rate; but these "split stamps/ especially the two latter varieties, can 
scarcely claim n. place in a collection as legitimate issues. 
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CHAPTER XVI. 

REPRINTED AND SPECIMEN STAMPS. 

P~~!psto ~8:~!c~0ti;ero;~:i~~u~~ ::rr7n~ded!:a:d;u:r~o~i;!*~:v6e0m~~n= 
All a rule, any official or well-authenticated application for SUI.!b a epeeimcn set 
wa.s granted. Tl1e atampt~ then current and any obsolete onea obtainable were 
forwarded, the fnce value credited to the Accountant of Stamps, and an authority 
for the CJtpenditure obtained from the Colonial Auditor. 

Requests, ho\vever, became more frequent, and the Tasmanian Postmasters. 
General from time to time made oollectiom of foreign atampe for their own 
amusement., applying to foreign Poet Offices for 86t.a of stamps, which were 
generally supplied with a request for reciprocity, so that the roundnbout system 
became irksome. So many applicants also wanted specimens of not only the 
Cllrrcnt stamps, but also all obso!d.e varieties, that u no remainders had been 
kept in stock, tbeso requests could not be granted, 

Early in 1879 the Secretary of the P011t Office decided 00 print off a supply of 
atampe from the old plates. He forwarded tl1e plates 00 the Government printer, 
obtained the necesso.ry authority for the printing from the Treasurer, and in order 
that everything might be i.u correct form wrote thus 00 the Colonial AudiOOr: 

"llareh 2Blh,l879, 
"The Honourable the Treuurer'e authority for the printing of specimen 

aheetaof the pottage atampe, now obeolete, in order to comply with appl ieatione 
for them from foreign Government&, ia forwarded herewith to the Auditor. 

"Theee atampa are now being printed-vU., two aheeta of eaeh, 240 
1tampa to the aheet-

!~~·i::~~ I 3d., :n~;:,~s.~to.., I Iat iM::·v.n.L. I 2nd ~~e1~:n.L. 
and Bd. and 4d. (ydlow), of re<:ent iMue. 

Two ah~ta of lie., Ie.., lOd., 9d., 6d., 4d. (bltU), 3<1., 211., ld. were printed 
u epecimen• in the yea.t" 1871, a auffiei~nt eupply of which ia uow ou hand to 
accede to requCI!te from foreign government. for apeeimene.. 

"(Sd.) A. C. DOUGLAS, Surtklry." 

& I hnve before explained, in the official acceptance of the term, a "sheet" 
moane 240 impreasions, that number being contained in the plates of the One 
Penny, Two Pence, and Four Pence, of 1855, the Six Pence and One Shilling of 
1858, and the fiscal Three Pence and Two and Six Pence of 1863-4. Tho plates 
of the One Penny nnd Four Pence of 1853 contained only 24 each. The Five 
Shilling and Ten Shilling fisco.ls of 186-i were on one }Jiatc, 120 impresaions of 
each, and the iS&ues of 1870 and subsequent datt's contain 120 impl'l!S&ions each 
to tl1c plate. ConscqucnUy the order to the Go\'crnment printer would mcnn the 

• Sic, 
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REPRINTED AND SPECIMEN STAMPS. 111 

striking off of ten impressions from each of the plates of the 1853 issue; two from 
each of the plates of the 1855 issue, and the Three Penny and Two Shillings and 
Six Penny fiscals; and four from those of the Five ShiUing and Ten Shilling 
fiscals, and Four Pence and Eight Pence of 1876-8; the two "sheets" printed in 
1871 of the other ,·alnas being iu reality four impressions from each plate. 

Under date 20th July, 1865, the Secretary o! the Post Office, writing to 
the Secretary G. P.O., London, said, " I have l.lccn tmsucccssful in obtaining ten 
specimens of the stamps (One Penny blue) refcrretl to in the latter part of your letter ..• 
I believe you are aware that the plate for printing them has long since been destroyed, 
which is the cause of so much difficulty being experienced in collecting them now." 

I cannot now ascertain the exnct date of the deatruction of these plates, but 
it probably took place shortly aft.cr the receipt of the plates of 1855 from Perkins 
and Bacon. 

This destruction was effected by striking cuts across the face of each stamp 
with a chi!!f!l. The reprints of 1879 bear this unruistakeablo imtlrint of their true 
nature, in addition to which, for convenience of separating the specimens, the 
prioter perforated the sheeta The bett.cr ami finer engraved of the two plates 
of the Four Pence (Plate B) was used on this occasion. 

Towanla the end of 1886, or early in 1887, Mr. Douglas caused a few 
impressions to be struck from the conraer plate of the Four Pence of 1853 
(Plate 0) on thick white lithographic paper; more, however, for tho advance of 
philatelic research than for supplying foreign go\·crnment.a.. 

The reprinted stamps being printed only for transmiS!;'ion to foreib'll Government.~ 
were never sold, although many applications were received for them. 

The following ia a description of the three series of reprints above mentioned, 
grouped chronologically : 

Pnnmso Oil' 1871. 

Types and values of issue 1858; steel plate, engraved by Messrs. Perkins, 
Bacon, & Co., London; 240 impressions to the sheet; soft white wove unw<lter­
marked paper; perf. 11 ~· (IllUBtratitm8 4, 5.) 

Six Pence, red·lilae (ehade of March, 1867). 
One Shilling, vermilion·red. 

Types and values of issues 1870-1; typographod from Measre. De Ia Rue 
and Co. 'a plates; 120 impreseions to the aheet; soft white wove unwatermarked 
paper; perf. 11~. (IlltudratWn& 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16.) 

One Penny, deep rose. 
Two Pence, green. 
Four Pence, blue. 

Nine Pence, blue. 
Fin Shillings, mauve. 

Ten Pence, black (il!&ue 1870). I 
Three Peuce, reddidl-brown. 

This series is very superior in appearance to the aclual postal series, being 
printed on a hotter quality of paper. 

PRINTING OF 1879. 

Types and values of 1853; engraved by C. W. Coard, Hobart; 24 impression>~ 
to the sheet; tough, thin, handmade unwatermarked white paper ; perf. 11 ~. 

(Illwtratitm8 Plates A and B.) 

One Penny, blue. The 6rat twenty-three typetl are defaced with two deep horizontal 
chisel cut&, and the twenty.fourth with three horizontal cut& 

Four Pence, browniah·yellow. All the type~~, with the u:ception of Type 12, are 
del~ed with two more or less vertical chUel cut.; Type 12 ehoWa the cutll cr011o8Cd. 
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Types and values of 1855; engraved by Messrs. Perking, Bncon, and Co., 
London; 240 impressions to the sheet; tough, thin handmade white paper; 
unwatennarked; perf. II~- (lllU11fratim18 I, 2, 3.) 

One Penny, brick-red. I Two Pence, b'Ta.iS-green. I Four Pence, pale blue. 

Types and \"alucs of the fisca.l issue of 1863-4; engrnved by Mr. Alfred Bock, 
Hobart; 240 imprcuions to the sheet of the Three Pence and Two Shillings and Six 
Pence, 120 imprcsaions to the sheet of the Five Shillings and Ten Shillings; &~.rue 
pnper o.s last; unperlornted. (JllW:Itrafion~ 6, 7, 8, 9.) 

Three Pence, yellow-green. 
T~·o Shillinb .. and SU Pence, e.umine-rose. 
Five Shillinj.,>s, dllrk brown. 
TenSbillinga,yellow. 

Types anJ. values of 1876 nnJ. 1878; typographed from MeRSra. De In Rue 
aml Co.'s plates; 120 impressions to the sheet; same pnpcr o.s laat; perf. ll W­
(JllUIItra.tioml2, 18.) 

Four Pence, yellow, Eight Pence, dull lilac. 

All these reprint8 may be easily distinguished from the originals-the 1853 
issue by their defacing cuts nnd perforation, the 1855 and other issues by the 
aheence of watermark. 

From 187!) to 1886 tl1csc rcprinl.a were distributed amongst applicants without 
bearing any cancelling or other mark denoting their character. In 1886 i\Ir. Douglas 
caused them all to be amcharged "RBPRI~T" in Roman capit.a.ls in black; and 
at the same time the examples of the Platypus anoJ. Saint Georgo and Dro.gon 
st.a.mps in tlleir 1880 colours, supplied with the reprints, were sun:hnrgeo.l "SPB:CUn;s" 

in the same manner. 
PmNTI~O OP 1887. 

Type of 1853. The coarser plate of the Four Pence, engraved by Mr. C. W. 
Coord, of Hobart; 24 types to the sheet; thick white lithographic paper; iwperl. 
(llluBlration, Plate C.) Four Pence, redd.i8b·brown, blaell:. 

(All the types are defaced by two deep chisel cuts, more or less vertical on 
Nos. 1, 'J, 8, 13, 14, 19, 20, and 24-; horizontal on Nos. 2, 3, 4, !i, 6, !), 10, 11, 15, 
16, 17, 21, 22, and 23; anoJ. diagonnl on Nos. 12 and 15.) 

About a dozen impressions were printed in reddish-brown (said to be 110me of 
the original colour), and two or tl1ree in black. 

In 1889 a further set of reprint~! was struck on white card without gum, aml 
imperforate. The stamps were not surcharged in any way, and were chiefly made 
for present~! to countries in tho "Univol'S&l Postal Union." The following is a list 
ofthesevarieties: 

T.)'pee of 1853. I penny, pale blue, black, (lllutlration, Plate A.) 
4 pence, yellow, black. ( ,. B.) 

1865, 1 pe~ny, ve;milion. ~ 1.)' C.) 
2 pence, olive-green, ( 2.) 
4 , paleblue. ( 3.) 

IBMI. 6 , red-Wac. ( 4.) 
1 ahilling,vermilion. ( 5.) 

., 1863-65. 3 pence, yellow-green. ( 6.) 
2Bhillingeand6pence,rose. { 7.) 
6 , brown. { It) 

10 ., yellow. ( 9.) 
1870. 4pcnce,l.olue. ( II!.) 
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CHAPTER XVII. 

PROO F S AND ESSAYS. 

ITor~t:rn::l~i=~tat!~p=t:n k> aad7~:0~e::~ti~:c'!t~~:~o:e:f :::~ 
upon. Hence any exiating proofs are either chance specimens that have eecaped 
the general destruction, or impreeeiona struck from \he plates before they arrived 
in the Colony. 

Very few proof impressions have come under my immediate observation, 
but in thie chapter I ehall endeavour to deacribe thoae that have survived and 
come within 1uy knowledge. 

Of the issue of 1853 I am not aware of tho existence of any proofs, unlei!IJ 
the impre88iona from the more roughly~ngraved plate of the Four Pence, printed 
on the laid paper with linea far apart, can be regarded a.s such. 

No proof impression~ of the 1855 iBSue were sent out by Mes!!rs. Perkin~ 

Bacon, and Co. ; and as the order for preparing theee st&mps particulari&ed the 
colours N!qUil'ed, there waa no apparent neooasity for them. • 

Of the iasue of 1858 the Oceania Catalogue records the existence of pfQ9f 
impressiona of the Six Pence and One Shilling in black upon plain white paper 
These were struck from the plates. 

Impres6iona of the Six Pence wcro also struck in the adopted colour on 
unwaterma.rked paper, aa will appear from the following curious circumstance: 

On the 20th December, 1861, two men were arrested on the rnce-courae, 
Hobart Town, for having, "on the 29th November, 1861, offered for sale at 
the P 011t Office, Hobart Town, a sheet containing 240 pos~ starupa purportint: 
to be Tasmanian poatagc stamp!! of the value of Six Pence each, the RD.i<l 
st.ampa being forged stampa" 

On inspection it was found that the watermo.rk of 6, distinctly visible on 
each bond fide atarup, waa wanting, and that the lined watermarks round tho 
margin and passing through the top row of such atampe were wanting, or rather 
bad been cut away. These cireumstancee, and the fact that the original issue 
of atampe from the authorities in England were on a different paper, and that 
subsequently the plate from which they had been printed had been forwarded to 
this Government with the same description of paper whereon to print them in 
this Colony, led to the conclusion that they were forgeries. 

• Proof impftlllllon• in black on white card, 1truck from the diu of the One Penny, Two 
r~nce, Four r enee, Six r~llee, :mJ. One Shilliug 111"8 known. -NuTE BV TUIC COlollllTTICt. 
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114 TilE STAMPS OF TASMANIA. 

The men @i.ated that they had received them from a member of the detectire 
force in Melbourne, through whom they were eventually traced to a man who 
etated that he bOO reeeived them from hie father in London, and produced, in 
support of hia statement, letters dated April,· November, and D~mber, 1858, in 
which mention was made of £G worth of et.amps being sent, with a ato.tement that 
they came in a barge with some stuff from a fire at a stationer's in the city. 
They had never been gummed, and the lather suggested that his 1100 aboukl 
"get a pennyworth of gum and make something of them." 

Aa there waa no eviolence of fraud on the part of tl1ese men, who hall 
received the atampa in uclumge for BOrne jewellery, they were di..K:barge<L The 
aheet of proofs is now doubtless "on record" among the depositions in the case. 

POS&ibly the One Shilling was Nso struck on unwntermarked paper in the 
aame manner, hut did not escape the "fire in the city." 

Of the fiscal issue of 1863-4 we have Mr. Bock's etatement that he etruck 
off proofa in black from each plate. He saye that the Government only allowed 
him to print one aheet of each value in black prior to handing the plates to 
the Treasurer. These impreasions have been distributed by the engraver among 
hia friende from time to time, and doubtless a good many of them are still extant. 
Mr. Bock was good enough to present me with specimens of the Three Pence, 
Five Shillinlr.\ and Ten Shillings, all of which are in black on thin yellowish 
wo,·e paper, without watertllark. 

It was at first intended to print the Three Pence in bright pink, and proof 
impreasions were struck in that colour, but shortly afterwarde d~troyed. 

Messrs. Thomas De La Rue and Co. eent out various proof impre88ions 
with their plates of 18i0 and 18il. The majority of these seem to have 
been deat.royed, but a feiV specimens were preserved by the late Ron. T. D. 
Chapman, Poatmaeter-General, at whose suggestion the design had been adapted 
f rom the Nova Scotia stamps. Some of these are now in the po88C88ion of 
Mr. Chapman's family. They are printed in Messrs. De Ia Rue and Co.'s 
finished style on glazed unwaterrutuked white paper, snd are imperforate. The 
following are the colours of the specimene I have been permittOO. to examine (lllU8-
tratWnllO, 11, 12, 13, H, 16): 

One Penny, rose (adopted colour). 
Two Pence, bright green, lighter than the adopted shade; in fBCt, e:ractly the 

WDe ae the 1878 iMne printed in England. 
Thfee Pence,po.lechocolate (adopted colour). 
Four Pence, light blue (adopted colour) . 

., greyiah-blaek. 
Nine Pence, magenta (a lighter ahade than the preeent Five Shillings) . 

., bright purple, and deep purple-black, or pnwe. 
Ten Pence, bright purple. 

The nppeamnce of these proof imprcssions is very fine as compared with the 
locally printed original& 

In February, 1875, the Secretary of the :Umdon Post Office wrote with 
re!eren'.:e to the change of colour of the Ta;nmmian stamps of One Penny, and the 
Nine Pence in yellow, and Ten Pence in violet. Mr. Douglas replied that the 
changes never took place, a.nd that specimens of ths N inc Pence, blue, and Ten 
Pence, black, had previously been forwarded. Six of the One l 'enny stamps then 
in use were enclosed., as the shade rnight possibly differ aJigbtly from the last. 
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Doubtle88 the change in the One Penny referred to WBS tho vormilion shade 
which appeared in 1873; the othcn1 possibly were proofs, although I have found 
no record of a Nine Pence in yellow. 

So far 8.8 I am aware there are no proofs of the Five Shillings of 1871 in 
exiatenw, nor were there any of the sul>sequcnt issues of 1878 (ld, 2d., and 8d.) 
and 1880 (Platypus type). 

ESSAYS. 

From the fact that tho engraving of the TMmanian etampe waa never submitted 
to competition, it may be easily undentood that easaye of deaign would be entirely 
wanting. Such is really the case, but I may be permitted to record under this 
heading RD eseay of peper and an unappropriated type. 

With reference to the fin1t, on the 4th August., 1875, Mr. Dougla!S wroto to 
the Colonial Treasurer: 

"81a,-The Colonial etorekeeper ha.a recently received from London two 
packetll of po;etage etamp paper containing altogether 500 leave& These have 
been forwarded by the Crown ~ntll for experimental purpoeee. I have there­
fore to requeat your approval of my receiving the paper from the Colouial 
storek~per for the purpoee of printing thereon One Peony poatage etampa.,. 

Under date the 5th August, 1875, the Go\·emment printer's memorandum­
book of stamps printed contains the following entry : 

"24 aheetlof ld,£24,onplain paper, received from England 11!11!8mple.~ 

I do not know what became of these atamps; they were not used for poat.al 
purpoees, and were in all probo.bility burnt. The bo.lauco of the paper is still in 
the office of atorea: it ia a fine glazed white paper witlJOut watermark. 

As to the unappropriated types, in October, 1885, an order wa.s sent to England 
a.sfollows: 

"One new plate containing 120 impre&~~iona for printing Ta.sm.lnian 
P011tage and Revenue etamps of the value of 10&.; colour to be in light elate. 

"One do. do. do. Two Shilling~~ and Sixpence; colour to 
be in pink. 

"Dellign herewith for both value&. It ia deeired that the design of the 
pruent td. and 1d stampe be followed by the engraver u eloaely aa po•it.le, 
introducing the word "Tumania" and the words "l'oatage and Revenue,~ 1111 

per•ketch. 
"200 aheet. of 120 • 10&. 

200 120 • 28. 6d. 

"To be gummed and perforated; watemJarkeli "TAS"; the plata to be 
ahipped with the stampa." 

The eketch contained the wortls " Postage and Revenue" in place of the 
pearled border round the central oval of tl1e current type. 

Instead of executing thia very definite order, :Messrs. Do Ia Rue & Co. nntured 
to make a few I!Uggeetiona aa to the inadvisability of retaining the same design for 
both high and low values. They forwarded a number of sketches for the two new 
values required, all of which were of a very large ei.11e, and anything but artistic in 
design. 
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They abo, to eupply the demand whilo awai~ing the prepamtion of the new 
plates, sent &Ome sbeeta of "temporary expedient&" (not to give them a worse 
name), and forwarded the following bill to the Crown Agent.e: 

"LoYDON, 110, BtJNHILL Row, 
"FdJ.IIIli,l8S6. 

"(..'Town Agmll jf1l' the OolonU. Dn. k1 Thoma. De U. Rw.c .t Co. 

"T.t..IUU.NIA 8TAXP8. 

"1886. Making two temporary overprint fonnet, 'TasmMia, Poetage 
Feb. 9. and Revenue,' 'Ten Shilling!~,' aDd 'Two Shillings and 

Sixpence,' at each £3 3e. , 6 6 0 
J06 aheeta, duty ill. 6d., temporarr poetage and rennue 

200 " 10.. 

405 " of 120 = 48,600 al perm. 3s. 611. 810 1 

l:l-116 1 
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CHAI'TER XVIII. 

IMPRESSED REVENUE BTA.MPB AND POSTAL NOTES. 

T~!t ~~::~.!:.t 1~;6, ~;ro!;d;~ct. No. 33, which came into force on the 

"See. 2. The Stamp Duties impoeed and made paynble by thie Act ahP.ll be 
denoted by a et.e.mp, either impreucd upon the paper whereon any such instrument 
is written, or loy an Ao.lhesivc Stamp uftixeU thereto. 

"Sec. 4. The Stamp Duties imp<:.ecd and made payable by this Act upon all 
Draft.!! and Onlers for the payment of money, and alt Receipt& and Diechargee given 
for or upon the pnymcnt of money, which arc Wmed or gi\·cn by the Colonial 
Treasurer or by any ottit:er of tho Government of Tasmania for or on behalf of the 
Government of TMmania, shall be impreBI!ed thereon." 

The schedule to tl1is Act contaiiUI thofollowiu;:; pe.rticulan of stamp duties: 

"On every Dmft or Order on n Bunker for the payment of any sum amounting 
to Forty Shillings or upwards, One Penny, 

"On every Receipt or Di!charge ginm for or upon the payment of any sum of 
money amounting to Forty Shillinga or upwards, One Penny." 

The object of Section 4 of the above Act was to avoid the necesaity of affixing 
an adhesive stamp to tho Go\·emmcnt receipts, a course which bn.d previously been 
nece&a~~ry, Md which naturally was objectionable aa occasioning the uselcsa 
expenditure of adheeive stamps and the multiplication of account. in receiving 
the stamps from the Poet Office and afterwards accounting for their uee. 

A handstamp wn.s prepared to denote the stamp duty payable on all Government 
chequee and receipts, and impres&iOilll were etruck from it on all official receipt forms 
Md Public Account cheque-books, which were taken to the Treasury for that purposo. 

The design of this hand.stamp consista of the Royal Arms surrounded by t.he 
words "TAS.IIIANIAN STAMP DUTY" above, and "O~B PBNNT" below, in Roman 
capitals, 'the whole being surrounded by a single circular line. (JUuMraticm 60.) 
Struck in &hadee of vermilion and red from November, 1865, until the i.ue of tho 
Platypus impressed stamp& 

In 1871 the system of impressing the stamp duty was extemlcd to unofficial 
cheques. An order for a die and requisites was sent to England in the foUowing: 
terms: 

"TASIIANIA, HOBART TowN, 
"28thJallllllf'Y,l871. 

"One Screw Em boelling Preae and Die complete, for atampil;ag cheqnea 
and other document. for atamp duty. 

"The die to be of the eame ai.ze ae ths pattern attached, and to be 
engraved with the words • Taemauian Stamp Dnty-One Penny,' round the 
circumference, and in the centre the 'Royal Anna.' 

"Care to be taken that the engraving be executed dilltinctly, and in aneh 
a manner u to avoid as much u poesible any risk of cutting the paper that 
iatobeatamped. 
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"The Pre811 to be atrong, and or the best metu.l, that there may be 
no danger of breaking it y;bile in uee. 

"As great ineonve11ienee would be eaul!ed if r;lamJiing doeumen~ r;hould 
be prevented at any time through any portion of the &tamp or preaa getting 
out of onler, it ia necee.aary that the whole be executed in the beat po~~~~ible 

manner." 

The following letter nn•l enclosures relate to the exeeution of this onler: 

"0FFICE8 OJ' THE CROW~ AGJ:NTB P'OR THE CoLONIC&, 

"LoNOON, 41A J/(Jfl, 1871. 
"Requisition No. 2369 and 6{71. 

"Snt,-We have to aequaint you that the underment.ioned artielea, 
oonai~rned to the officer adminiRteting the Government of Tasmania have 
been ahipped on board tl1e Lincoln.Air~ to Port Philip, and we encloee the 
documenta•pecilied below relative thereto. 

"Wehavethehonourtobe 
''Your obedient Servant&, 

"(Sd.) .. ~;N~;.~::~~::N, } Crown Agent•. 

"T~> IAe Cokmial TruurlrtT, Twmallr4." 

"R 2359. 
"One box containing a Screw Pre:;s and Die for impressing a Pl'nny 

atamp duty on ebequea and other documents u requeeted iD your letter 
datedthe26thJanll&r)',l87l," 

Uft 6f71. 
u One eaee containing a POBtage plate (9d. stamp) with overlays for the 

eame and .U ~beets of proofe printed in different colours for ~~election." 

"Enclllf'UTU. 
"Bill of Lading, dated the 20th April, 1871. 
Shipping Agent'& Freigh~ &e., Account, £1 6&. lOll 
Invoice, Me811n. Warrington and Co., £9 ISa. Ool. for Preaa, &e. 
Invoice, Me~~~~ra. De la Rue £100 for Plate, &e., &e., including the COBl 

of die which is retained by the Crown Agents for future tue." 

"23, 0ARRICK: 8TREft, ST. MARTIN's LA.NJ:, 
"l.oi'IOON, W.C., 1811. 

"The G'nnc!l. .Agent. jrJT t1w Colooiu Dn. t.l Warringt<m and Co., Engrava-t, 
Copper Plal.f, LtHtT l'tut Prinkn. 

"Requiaition 2367 .• 
"1871. A round lf inch Die, Tumanian stamp duty One Penny, 

Aprill6. with Royal Arme and supporten . I 18 . 0 
A ecrew spring preaa for ditto, with bra.u elide for leatben 6 10 0 
Extra aliole,1 doren leatl1en for d!ides,and I dozen rubbereprin~ 0 18 0 
Packing ditto and Cue lined with tin • 0 12 0 

9 18 0" 

This die came into use early in 18i2, and was superscJeJ by the Platypus 
die in 1880, The design wu exactly ae described in the order above quoted, 
the inscriptions being in small capitals on a cireular band with double inner 
and outer linea. It was emboased, in white relief, on cheques only, no other 
kind of documents being stamped by means of it. 

In April, 1875, tbo Secretary of the Post Office, remarking on a letter 
from tbe Colonial Secretary of New Zealand with reference to the working of 
the "Stamp Act," says: "The stampe ull8d for postage stamps in Tasmania are 
allowed to be used for the purposes of tho Stamp Act. •• , The introduction and 
compulsory usage of impressed stamps, whenwer they can be availed of, is in 
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my opinion highly desirable for carrying out a Stamp Act. .•. The One Penny 
adheaive stamp ie convenient for reccivts, but no adhCI:Iive stamp ahouilt be of 
a. higher value, and if poeaiblo it wouhl be tlecidcdly better for tho impressed 
etamp to be wholly used. The Re\·cnue then wouM be completely protected." 

}'allowing out the opinion thus upressc<l on the 5th January, 187i, an order 
was sent to England for a 8Crics of dills to 00 used for denoting the etamp duty 
pnyable on various documents. 

The central design of these stamps was to be the same as tlmt of the adhesive 
Revenue stamps (Chapter X .), with ornamental borders differing for each value. 
The order was ns foUowa : 

"Steel Die~~ with moveable date plugs, eneh Die to have engmven 
thereupon the dWgn !orwarded herewith of the "Ornithorhyncus para· 
doxus,"* with the value of the etamp. 

"Die~~ will be required for stnmp!J of the undermentioned values; viz., 
"One Penny, Two Pence, Three Pence, Six Pence, One Shilling, Two 

Shilling& and Six Pence, Five Shillings, Seven Shillings and Sixpence, Ten 
Shillings, One Pound, Five Pounds, Ten PounJa, Twelve Pounds Ten 
Shillingt., and Twenty Pounds. 

"Onestrongleverorscrewpress." 

The notice of the lOth April, 1880, given at length in Chapter X., applied to 
and denotes the date of isaue of these Impressed Revenue StftmJlSI which, although 
supplied by the engravere within a year from tl1e date o{ the order, were not used 
until May, 1880. (IlluBtraJion1 40, 41, 42, 43, U, 47, 52,1'.i3, 54,1'.i5, t.i6, 57, 58, 59.) 

Another notice bearing upon the subject wns publisho:ll.l in the Gazette: 

"CoLONU.L TREASURY, HoBART TowN, 
"41AMav,l880. 

"STAMP DUTIES. 
"It is hereby notified for public information that the impteS$Cd stamps 

heretofore used upon chequee are 1till available, and that persona having 
•tamped cheque-books are at liberty to continue to Ute such cheques without 
any other 1tamp being imp~ thereon or affi1ed thereto. 

"The law officen of the.Crown have adviled that it iastill lawful to nte 
One Penny adheeive Revenue etampe upon cheques, but the general use 
of cheques bearing an impl'C81ed atamp ie strongly recommended 88 being 
more convenient.~ 

On the 23rd Apri~ 18!!0, e requisition wns sent to the Colonial Storekeeper 
for additional diea aa follows: 

"One Shilling and Six Pence. 
Two Shillings. 
Three Shillings. 
Three Shillinge and Six Pence. 
Four Shillings. 
Four Shillings and Six Pence. 

Additional dies of the value~~ 118 per 
margin are retruired to be obtained !ron1 
London to fit the emboWng preaa now in 
Ute in this office; and 10 88 to insure 
accuracy of fit, &c., one of the diea­
vit., that or the \·alue of Two Pence­
belonging to the P"*' is aent herewith. 

"All the designs npon the face of the diet at present ueed differ from 
one another, it will be necesaary that tboee on the faces of the new diea uked 
for ahalllikewiee be diJferent from one another, 118 wel188 from thoee now used, 
copiea of which are encloeed as a guide for tho deaigner of the new diee. 

"Date, month, and year plugs will not be required, as a duplicate aet ia 
held here ; but the leather forelll! for t\1e new dies should be forwaNed. 

"The Two Penny die aent with thi• 118 a pattern is to be returned with 
those of the new valuesaaked for in thierequi&ition. 

"(Sd.) A. C. DotmL.!.IJ, &crd4ry." 

• Moro correctly " aostio1n '!-" dudr..like." 
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The illustraJion1 of the six dies mentioned in tho foregoing requisition aro 
Numbers ,5, ,6, ,8, 49, 50, 51. 

For some time these impressed stamps wero mtlrely embossed in plain relief on 
the documente required to be alamped, hut the plrut of impressing the at&rups 
in colour possessing marked advant.~ over tho other system, steps were taken lu 
adopt thnt method. 

On tl1e 4th of February, 1881, an onler was sent to England for 

"One Riebmond Automatic Cameo colour stamping preu for producing 
coloured et.a.n'lJ.>e from the dies furnished by De Ia Rue IUld Co. P1111icular 
notice to be taken of the fuct that the diea from which coloured impreuiona 
are to be taken were originu.lly prepared !or plain relief·stamping. 

"Beat 8pecial emboae.ing ink of the colour of the Twopenny 8tamp 
attached, a ufficient quantity to colour 36,000 etamp~. • 

I do not know what "Two Penny stamp" was sent aa a sample of colour 
required, but it was probably one of tho red embosled atampe used in England. 

On the 14th February, 1881, un order was sent for an additional die for 
embossing a revenue stamp of the value of One Penny. This wae to be used for 
stamping che.1ues in plain relief, the other being used for colour stamping. 

On the 30th May, 1882, the coloured impressed atampe were firet brought into 
use, all document& being impressed with the stamps in colour, with the exception 
of cheque and receipt hooks. The Stamp Act of November, 1882, repealed the 
Stamp Duty on receipts, 11.nd from that da.Ul chequos only wcro stamped in plain 
relief. The ink used for the coloured stamps i.s a bright red. 

On the lith July, 1889, an order was eent to England for additional diee of 
the following values; Nine Pence, One Shilling and Three Pence, Six Shillings, 
Seven Shillings, Eight Shillings, Nine Shillings, e.nd Two Pounds Ten Shillings, 
the border surrounding the central design to differ in each value, and to be different 
to all values before supplied, types of which were eent aa guidee to the engraver. 

POSTAL NOTES. 

The postal note system, authorised by 152 Viet., No. 52, came into foree in 
Taamania on the lst January, 18!10. The design of the "Poundage" stampiaas 
follows: Head of Queen to loft, on lined ground, within pearlcd rectangular border, 
which is surrounded by an ornamental cireulo.r band, inscribed "TA.SIIlANJ.&N POeT.&L 
NOTB" in whi«l capital~t on coloured ground. The word "l'<lUNDAG&" in white 
C~~opitale, on a coloured label, breaks the circular band at the base, and the value i.s 
inserted in amall coloured. capitals, within an oblong Greek border placed beneath 
the circle. The poundage stamp, spaces for ata.mps of issuing e.nd paying offices, 
and central ground work are printed in blue; the rest of the note is type-printed in 
black, and enclo~cd in a type-set frame compoeed of aque.re ornaments. Printed at 
the Government Printing Office, Hobart, on the paper formerly used for the Van 
Diemen's Land stamps of 1857-70, watermarked with large double-lined .ligures of 
value. Tho values of notes and poundag.J are : 

N<>t.u. 
Is., h. 6d. • 
2s., 2s. 6d., 38., 3a. 6d., 4a., 4s. 6d. 
6t., 7t. 6d. 
lOs., 108, 6<1., Uit., 20s. 
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CHAPTER XIX. 

BEER. DUTY STAJ4PS. 

"AN.;:: ~e 1:~.; ~u~a:h,n;:~, (:~6:i~O\~:· !0)~~::; 8~ba~:. ~! 
porter, and all otheJ' malt liquor made in imit&tion of beer, a duty of Three Pence 
per gallon. 

Section 17 enacted that the provisions of "The Stamp Duti68 Act, 1870," 
should extend to the duty chargeable and payable under the Beer Duty Act 
and to the etampe therein mentioned ao far aa the B&me were respectively applicable; 
that suitable etampa should be prodded by the Treasurer denoting the amount of 
duty required to be paid on the hogsheads, barrels, C&Sks, or other veeeela or 
packagee of boor respeetively liable to duty under the Act; that auch atampa 
1hould be sold only to brewers carrying on business; and that it should not be 
lawful for any person to use for the purpoeea of the Act atampa made and sold 
under any Act relating to the Post Offica. 

Section 19 provided that the etamp denoting the amount of duty payable 
upon auch beer ahould be fixed upon the spigot or tapbole of the \'use! in which 
the beer was contained in such a way that the stamp would be destroyed upon 
the withdrawal of the liquor from such v688ai; and at the time of affixing the 
stamp the aame should bo cancelled by writing or imprinting thereon the name 
of the brewer by whom the beer was made and the date when cancelled. 

Section 22 imposed a penalty of £!'.i0 for the withdrawal of beer from any 
vessel without deatroying or defacing the stamp af'lhetl thereon. 

Section 27 made the forging of etampe or dies a felony punishable by 
imprisonment for any term not exeeeding four yeara. 

Section 34 impo&&d a penalty of £10 upon the removing or defacing, in 
any manner not o.uthorised by the Act, a stamp affixed to any ve886L 

A provisional issue of stampa took place in Maroh, 1880. They were 
lithographed at the Mercury office printing establishment. The design i8 printed 
in blue and the designation tuld value in red on thick white wove paper. The 
perforation is llf. (lllrutratioo 61.) 

The next iesue took place later in the same year, The design was similar, but 
each value was separately lithographed, and in a different colour. They were 
also lithographed at the Mertu1'!J office printing eetabliehment on thick white 
wove pnper, and perfomted 11~. (lflu81ralion 62.) 
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The series consisted of 

One keg 
One firkin 
One k.ilderk.in 

Onebarrel • 
Onehogthead 

One Shilling and Three Pence 
Two Shillings and Three Pence 
Four Shillings and Six Pence 
Six Shillings and Nine Pence 
NineShillinga , 
Thirteen Shillinge and Six Pence . 

Yellow. 
Ultramarine. 
Vennilion. 
Mauve. 
Green. 
Black. 

In January, 1881, an order was sent to the Crown Agents for the Colony for 

"18,000 atampe at One Shilling and Three Pence. 
18,000 Two Shillings and Three Pence. 
150,000 Four Shilling& and Six Pence. 
12,000 Six Shillings and Nine Pence. 
3,000 ,. Thirteen Shillings and Six Pence. 

"Plates for the abo'e to be engra'ed according to the design• fnrniahed 
by the Collector of CW!tom.a. The etampe to be printed in lheeta, each to 
contain teu perforated impre~~~~ion.." 

The order was executed by M68Bra Dradbury, Wilkinaon, & Co., London, and 
their invoice, dated 18th July, 1881, ia u follows: 

"To designing and printing ail. Beer Duty Llbele for 11. 3d., 2a. 3d., 
44. 6d., &. 9d., 98., ud 138. 6d., with Queen's Head in centre, 
omamental work of hop plants, and ruled border, at £6 10.. • • £39 

"Printing Labels on fine cream wove paper in coloUI'II diff~rent for each 
value and perforating. (N011. u ordered.)" 

The atampa are printed in sheets of ten, and perforated 14J. (Illu.rtraUon~ 63, 64.) 

The 4s. 6d. stamp was iseued about December, 1881, the other values following 
at intervals up to the present date. The 13s. 6d. being the least uaed, has only 
recently been put into circulation. The &&COnd ieeue of 1880 i.e even now 
occasionally found. 

The cancellations are as directed by the Act; and as there i.e a heavy penalty 
for removing the atampe without firat destroying them, it i.e almoet impossible 
to obtain perfect specimens. 

The coloura of thia series are somewhat similar to the last, but differed ~lightly 
in shade. They are aa follows : 

4e. 6d., scarlet. 
6& 9d., mauve. 

9a., pale green. 
138. 6d.,vi.olet-blaek. 

The numbers obtained up to date are-

le.3d., Hll,OOO. 
2e. 3d., 122,000. 

48. 6d., 380,000. 
6s. 9d., 109,000. 

SYNOPSIS. 

Issvz M.&aca, 1880. 

9e., 4(5,000. 
136. 6d., 8000. 

Lithographed in the Colony on thick white wove unwatenuarked paper; 
perforated llJ. {IUJUtralion 61.) 

1 shilling and 3 penee, blue and red. 
2ehillings, 3 ., 

4 "6" 
6 "9 .. 
9 blue and red. 

13 , aml6pencc, blue an!.! red. 
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IBBUB LATER IN 1880. 

Lithographed in the Colony on thick white wove unwatermarked paper; 
perforated 111. (IU!Mtralion 62.) 

1 ahilling and 3 pence, yellow. 
21hi.l.li.Dga" 3 " ultramarine. 
4 , 6 , vermilion, 

, , 9 , mauve. 
9 , green. 

13 ., and 6 pence, black. 

188trJ: END OJ' 1881 TO 1890. 

Engraved and printed by Me88ra. Bradbury, Wilkinson, & Co., of London, 
upon medium white wove unwatermarked paper; perforated Hl. (Illu.BtraUom 
63, 6t.) 

l lhillingand 3 pence, orange. 
2 •hillingl " 3 " ultram.rine. 
4 , 6 , ~~C&rlet. 

6 ., 9 ,. mauve. 
9 pe.Iegreen. 

13 , and 6 penee, violet-black, 
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CHAPTER XX. 

POSTMARKS AND CANCELLATIONS. 

PR!! ~~eb:t7::ti:: :~ =~i~::n;:,":•t~k: o~j;::~u:~n:.:: 
is to describe poatmarke and cancellatione with reference to their immediate 
bearing upon the stampe found upon letters, or to explain the absence of such 
stamps. 

I may, however, mention three typea of poetrnark in \t&e prior to 1853, 
as they continued to be u&&d after that date. 

These were: (a) Circle formed by a single line containing amall crown, 
beneath which ia the word "Free" in large block letters, followed by the date 
of the month ILild year in two lines. Stamped in red. Denoted that the letter 
waa officially franked. (b) Single-line diamond containing the words "Prepaid" 
in an areb and the date in two straight linea. Red. Denoted that the 
postage had been prepaid, and eubsequently to 1853 that atampa of sufficient 
value to pay the postage were on the Jetter. (.:) Single-lined circle containing 
the word " Launceston" in block lettera in areh above, date and month in a 
straight line in the lower pa.rt of the cirele, and year in areh below. Black. 
Date stamp of the Launceston office. 

The p:lltmarks and cancellatiow found on lettera after the introduction 
of adhesive stamps are numerous and varied. I will endeavour to describe as 
many 1111 po~~ible, but as many of the I!Ill&ll country Poat Offices resorted to 
varioua makeshifts of a more or less temporary character, the list muat necessarily 
be inoomplete, still for all practical purpoeee it will be uaeful as a guide to the 
80Ul'(!e from which the letter or stamp emanated, and the approximate date on 
which it was posted. 

In October, 1863, the Poet Offices were numbered afresh and supplied with 
the stamps for obliterating purposea which had been engraved by H. and C. Best. 
(See Chapter 11) These stampe conaiated of the office number with four diminish­
ing horizontal lines above and below, and ftanked on each aide by three curved 
vertical lines of the 119.tne length, the whole forming an oval The following is a 
list of the Post Offices, with their respective numbers (which commenced at 
No. 10): 

10. Antill Ponds. 
11. Avoca. 
12. Brighton. 
13. Bothwell. 
14. Bridg~:"ater. 
U. Bf'Oli'D'eRivu. 
16. Biahopabourne. 

17. Breadalbane. 
18. Campbell Town. 
19. PortArthur(Cuca.des). 
20. Circular Head. 
21. Carlton. 
22. Carrick. 
23. Cleveland. 

24. Cullenswood. 
2:'1. Deloraine. 
26. Evendale. 
27. Emu Bay. 
28. Fingal 
29. Falmouth. 
30. Foreett. 
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31. Green Pond1. 
32. George Town. 
33. Olenoreby. 
34. Oron. 
3li. Hamilton. 
36. Huon. 
37. Jericbo. 
38. Jen16alem. 
39. Kangaroo Point. 
40. Kelly's Point. 
41. Late River. 
42. MacquarieRiver, 

43. MacquarieP!aint. 
44. New Norfolk. 
~. NorfolkPlaina. 
46. NewTown. 
47, O&tlande. 
48.0uee,alteredto0.. 

eadee0et.l3,l&l4. 
49. Port Sorell 
60. Perth. 
lil.P~r'• Plaina. 

""""-113. Richmond. 

1!14. Borell 
till. SpringHill 
tl&. Spring Bay. 
tt7. Weetbury, 
M. Waterloo Point. 

r,9&60. Launc&~ton. 

6~~:: } Hobart Town. 

102. Norfolk bland. 
M. TbreeHutPoiot. 
66. Port Cygnet. 
67. BuneeBt.y. 

From time to time eubeequently fresh officM were eetablished and new 

numbers assigned the10, but I have no list of these. The numbers were all 
changed in 1870. 

In the 1/obarl Toum Gazette for Tuesday, 25th OctOber, 1853, among the 
"Regulations for the guiJance of tho Post Office Department, under the Act 

of Council 17th VicWria, No.6," are the following, bearing upon the subject of 
this chapter: 

"DISPATCH AND RKCEIPT OF lUlLS. 
" 10. NarM of Pod Ujfia and dllk to bt ~Un <m _,- LdUr.- Each 

Poetmaster i. to write urefully on the fa.ce or every Letter put into hi• 
Poet Office tbe name of bi• OJJice, with the date on wbich each Letter may 
be po11ted, until stamps are provided with moveable date., wbich will be done 
1111 eoon 1111 Jl<*lible, ira order to dec~ the PoetmMter'a Uotible in carrying 
int.oeffectthia instruction. 

" 11. Stamp• pwMUd a.- cu poMbk Oreal_.. nqwirld t,. r.Mr.ging 
W~Ttetly tht ~- jigv.r• daily. Cheat CtU• m dwanging 1!14 z.u.,., dlnoting 
1M mqnlh.-When the Stamps al.l.uded t.o in the foregoing Rule are anpplied lo 

the Poetmlll!tere, it will be m011t important that all Lettefll ahonld bear a clllU' 
impreasion of the dated et.mp of the office at which they may be poeted: 
and great care mnet be taken that the moveable flgura be cotftetly changed 
at the commencement of each day, when an impreesion o! the St.mp mult 
be made in a book t.o be kept for that pnrpoae. The like care mWit be Ulr:en 
that the moveable !etten denoting the month be correctly changed on the 
morning of the fint day of each month before any Letten be stamped. 

POSTAGE STAMPS. 

14. "Oblil~ of POiklge SlMnPf. P(JI'ticular-. .,_joifW tlmo!t.­
When Lettere are poeted all Stamp. on them molt be cuefully obliterated 
with the Stamp furnished for that purpoee. In the obli*eration or Stamps 
the black compo~~it.ion enpplied for the purpoae mn.t al-y• be naed ; and 
Poetmaaten and othere are enjoined to be part.icularly careful in the per· 
formance of thie part of their duty." 

The principal oblitemtion found on the stamps of 1853-5 is of course this 
black numbered ennccllation. The mixing of the composition, however, or the 

temporary exhallfltion of printing ink, was the cauae of many e\amps puaing 
through the poet with either a very alight cancellation or with none at all Thie 

la.xity called forth a circular to all Postmastere dated 9th May, 1854·, calling atten· 
tion to the fact of &tampa ha•ing been frequeotly allowed to F- without being 
dnly oblitemted, and the Postm88ter-General enjoined great care in the obliteration 

by means of the numbered stamp, and added, "In the event of any Poatmaster 
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being out of printing ink the postage stamps are to be obliterated with a common 

pen and ink, thus :EJE. 
This "pen and ink" cancellation ia of very frequent occurrence, especially on 

the Four Penet'. It is not unfrequently accompanied by the office number in 
addition, and the form of cancella~ion as sketched on the circular is generally very 
closely adhered to. 

The name of the poet town and date in figures, or date alone, ie a.lao very often 
met with, and this latter form of cancellation is often mistaken by collectors for an 
obliteration denoting fiseal. use; but as there was no Stamp Duty Act until October, 
1863, there is no reason for any such conclusion. 

Other ee.ncellatione to be found are, "N. Norfolk" and date in two lines, in 
black; " Macquaria Pla.ins" in two lines, in small block letters, in black, generally 
accompanied by the date in pen and ink; "Camp Town" and date in oblong frame, 
in black, from New Norfolk, Macquarie Plains, and Campbell Town respectively. 

Under date the 19th December, 1853, an estimate of articlea required by the 
Post Office Department for the year 18M contains the following particulate: 

"EngTGwd ..tamp. (for stamping lettera), with moveable date:. and box e. 
or Type for changing the letteJa denoting the ~~everal months of the year, and 
flgnrea for the datee of the month-Eighteen-. Remarb: Th- stampa 
are deaired to be Bimilar to thoee uaed. in the General POBt Office, London. 
Impreeeiontof theeeveral •tampa required. are annexed. 

".EngrtHtfd SlamJU. Four o£ each with the lt'orde, " IMuificiently 
Stamped," "Not Stamped: "Regist.ered," "Too Late~; two each or 
"Mieeent to Hobart Town," "Mieeent to Launooston," "Advertised but 
Unclaimed," " Not Known," "Camlot be Found." 

" Componti<m &na and Balli, or pads and brushee for inking, 111me u 
ueed in the London office. 

"Rul and BlacJ: Printing In.b. 
"Office eeale, emaiL Three. Small, ovalllhape, with Crown in centre, and 

the words, "General Poet Offiee, Hobart Town, V.D.L," encircling the Cro1n1. 
"Office seale, amall Same u lut, but with "Launceeton" for "H.T." 
"Oftlca Seah, small. Two. With Royal A.rm.e, and -.me with word.B, 

"Post Office, Launeeeton." 

I have seen impre1!8iollS from these office aea.l.s struck in black ink as makeshi!t 
postmarks. 

The articles required were obtained and put into use early in 1855, and the 
Post Office latter book contain& the following list of 

"1m~ of Stamp• ill"" at du General POit. Offia, Hobarl Totm, 
Tannan.ia. 

ST .. IIP. PtoiU'OI-. 

" Large circular stamp; General Poet. Office, l 
J:Iobart Town, over crown, date in two Ship !etten outward&. 
lme11 below crown; red . . . 

Oblong, with rounded comer.; 'Ship Letter l 
Inwards Free' in block letten in eemi- Ship letten inwards. 
eircle, enclosing date in two linea; red • 

Ci~!~ ~=~,!;in ~mi-eircl~, date ~ tw~ J Jn]and letters outwards. 

Sa:e~!:~ ~r!:'t, b~ken with. •traig~t lin~~ Inland letten inwardt. 
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~~;in~~~~~~:; e:_wn over. 'Free,~ an~ f Franked letters. 

o~.~~!~. :~~~~n ;:;:-J:!d;' r!:; (~) (4~ f Reapeeti:: ~~;:r~:~r District 

'Regiatered,' 'Mi-nt to Hobart Town,' 'Not} 
Stamped,' 'Ineuffi.eiently Stamped,' 'Too . . . 

~~ed<:.~ Nlo~~~:w~~~~:~ be b;!u~~: Acoonh:frc~m:~;eareapeetJvo 
allinred, , . , , 

cruved vertica.llinee eon!~ning block lif,'llres Obliteration of poe~e ~t.ampe.H 
Oval fonned of four boriwntallinee and three} 

• 61,' • 64,' '68,' thua (j'["~. 

In addition to the above I have seen one consisting of tho words "To bo 
delivered-free of postage" in two lines enclosed in a single-lined oLlong frame 
struck in red beside the stamp. 

Generally spooking, the Hobart obliterating stamp contains no number, tlHl 
space being filled up with the slightly curved vertical linea, fifteen in rill. 

A not uncommon cancellation found on the stamps of 1855-7 (wmk. star 
is a large figure 4 struck in black. 

Mncquo.rie Plains during 1857-9 used a black circle composed of fou r segmcn!J<, 
which has much of the effect of the Sicilian poetmark when surrounding tho 
Queen's head. 

About 1863 the Post Offices were supplied with a postmark consisting of 
the name of the post town in a half circle, the lower portion of the eirole being 
6.1led up by a single line, encloeing the date in three linea There are two types 
of these-one entirely enclosed in a single line circle, the otl1er with the U}lper 
hall of the circle formed by the name of the poet town. 

In 1870 the Hobart and Launceston obliterators were further altered J,y 
having the name "Tasmania" inserted between the horizontal linea; and in 1889 
this was further altered by the substitution of "Hobart" and "Launeeston, Tu.s" 
for Tasmania. 

Stamps cancelled "Late Letter" are thoee poeted after the advertised hour 
of closing of the mail, and which are charged a late letter fee. 

Letters bearing the imprint "Poeted out of course" are thoee plnced in the 
wrong box at the G. P.O. , through which error they might have missed a mail. 

"Insufficiently stamped" letters are stamped at the Poet Office when calllld 
for by the adressee and cancelled with thoee words. 

The large "Ship letter outwards" postmark d0011 not ~~eem to have been used 
much after 1870, its place being taken by the date atamp and obliterator conjoined. 

A roulette obliterator, consisting of a series of horizontal lines and the letters 
"G.P.O.," was received from Melbourne in June, 1870, but was not much uacd. 
It was intended to use it for cancelling large batches of stamps on parce~ Lut 
was seldom required, and soon fell into disuse. 

All adhesive fiscal stamps were obliterated by tho date written across in pllll 

and ink, and occasionnlly the stamp of 110me office, such as the Judge's Aioociate in 
addition. 

stampsmarter.com 



APPENDIX. 

A. 

R ~~R~a~ ~!:~a~~m: ~~~~=~ ~;;: i~c;~~::oet Office Department 

"Return of Postage Stamps printed under the direction of the Postmaster­
General from the lat of October to the 31st December, 1853, inclusively. 

":MR. HBNRY BBftT, Prtnier. 

"PosTAGE STAliPS PRlNTED. 

Ducnptlonof61Amp!L 

One Penny 
Four Penny 

N"amborofBtampe. Vala•. 
6!1,976 27418 0 

i86,400 4,440 0 0 

332,376 £4,714 18 0 
"PosTAGE STAMPS Issuzo. 

l •ued to Stamp Saleroom. One Penny 8,448 " 4 0 

llflltd ~ Country P~uten. 
Four Penny ...... "' 8 0 
One Penny 13,176 MIS 

lMued ':0 Authoriaed,.Agenta. 
Four Penny M,664 1094 8 
One Penny 17,4951 75117 
Four Penny 36,109 601 16 4 

Remainin~:.,h::.~d day of~ ~::rr;:::Y 26,860 llll8 4 
139,043 2317 7 6 

"(Sol.) FRBDU.ICK Co&Pit SlUTS, Po.lm.!UUT-GtMN/. 
"(Sol.) HENRY BssT, Printer of PoWlg~ Stancp1." 

}<rom ht January, 1854, the returna are on printed forma, headed with Date 
- Description-Number- and Value- of which the first three only noed be 
particulnrised here, and state that the etamps were received from Mr. Henry Best. 

"'~ ~rlpUon. Number. 

1 January to 31 January, 1864 One Penny Nil. 

1Feb~to28
1

February,l8ll4 
Four Penny Nil 
One Penny G6,!J84 

1Marehto31March Niln!turn 
1 April to 30 April Nil return 
1 Mayto31 Mny One Penny Nil 

Four Penny 84,000 
1 June to 30June Nil return 
l July to 31 July One Penny Nil 

Four Penny i O,.UO 
1 Augu&t to 31 Augtat, 1864 Nil return 
1 September to 30 September, 18.'i4 One Penny 31,200 

Four Penny 42,000 
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1 Odober to 30 October, "'" Nil return 
1Novemberto30November 

" 
One Penny Nil. 

l Deee;;.ber to at"D«ember 
Four P~nny 83,520 

" 
Niln:tum 

I January to 31 January, 1&.5 OM Penny 30,120 

" " " 
Four Penny "'·""' I }'ebruary to 28 J:"~lmmry , 18ti5 One Penny Nil. 

I Man:h to 31 M~~h 
Four Penny 43,560 
One Penny Nil. 

1 Aprii
1

to30Aprit 
Four Penny ~.848 
One Penny 31,800 

1 May'.:Oal Ma; 
Four Penny 61,800 
One Penny 10,800 
Four Penny ~,1 68 

I Juoe to 30 J nne One Penny 10,200 

1 July':Oat J~ly 
Four Penny 38,160 
One Penny 10,600 
Four Pennr 20,400" 

From this Jnle the return states that the stamps were received from the 
Culonial Treasurer (eto.r wmk.). 

1 Auguet to 30 Ang1ut, 1&6 

" " .. 
1 September to 30 September, 18&5 

1 November to 30 November 
I December to 31 December 
1Januaryto31Januruy,l~6 

l February to 29th Fl!brua,.;:, 1836 

One Penny 
Four Penny 
One Penny 
TwoPenny 
Four Penny 
Two Penoy 
Four Penny 
NilreLurn 
One Penny 
Four Penny 
One Penny 
Io"our Penny 
Nil return IM~:.Ch to3J~h 

l April to 30 April , One Penny 
(Printed by Mr. Beat.) 

1 April to 30 April, 18.56 Two Penny 
, . • Four Penny 
(Received from Colonial T reuurer.) 

Nil. 
120,000 
62,080 ..... 

Nil 
12,000 
66,160 

36,000 
60,000 
12,000 
60,000 

67,660 

60,000 
60,000 

F rom 1st May to 3ht October stomps \vere received from the Colonial 
Treasurer only, end Best certifies to have print.ed none. 

I May to 31 May, 1&6 }\!Ur Penny 
1 June to 30 June ,. Nil retun1 
l July to 31 July 11 Four Penny 
I Auguet to 31 Auguu, 1806 Four Penny 
I September to 30 September, 1800 Nil return 
I October to 31 October T'II'O Penny 

., 11 ,. Four Penny 
I Nonmber to 30 November ,. Four Penny 

., • One Pe11ny 
(Theee Ju t from Beat.) 

1 December to 31 Dectmber, 1866 Nil return 

• Thla and following nltnrns gin nil to ot11er nlnn. 
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I JanlUirytoaJ J1muary, 1~7 

1 Fcb~uary to 28 F;bruary,'\s57 .. 
1 Mareh to 30 April 
1lllayto3L May 
I June to 30 July 
1 Auguetto31August 

Detc:r\l'tl<>n. Su"'bo:' 
io'vur P~nny tlii,IHJ 

Two Penny 37,200 
Four P~nny 84,000 

Nil returns. 
Four Penny ... 171,600 

Nil return&. 
One Penny 60,240 
Two Penny 38,-100 

,. ,. , Four Penny 69,760 
I Septemberto30September, H!:.7. Four Penny 60,000 
1 October to 31 October Two Penny 21,120 

,. ,. , Four Penny ... 120,240 
I November to 30 Noveml!cr , Two Penny 5!.1,760 

,. Four Penny •.. 2-11,440 

&>""'"· 
Ttew~urer. 

Henry Best. 
Treaeurer. 

131 

Henry Best. 

Henry Beat. 

NOT£. - These lut two, and all•ubeequent lots printed by &at, were deposited with 
tl•e Colonial Trea~~urer, and re·ii!Sued to the Poet Office aa required. 

1 In<:eruberto 31 December, 18.'i7 . Four Penny 24,000 
One Penny ••• 60,240 

, , , Four Penny ... 237,360 
1 Jo.nuary to 31 January, IMd Six Penny ... 360,000 

Treuurer. 
Henry Btlet.. 

Engl,:d. 
, ,. , One Shilling •.. 360,000 , 
(These Jut two Jots lllso were depoeited wi.tb the Treaeurer for re-i~~me.) 

I January to 31 Januo.ry, 1868 One Penny 24,2-10 Treuurer. 
Four Penny 48,2-10 
Six Peony 12,000 
One Shilling . 12,000 

From this do.ta it will only be nec688Bry to mention the returns of stamps 
printed, 113 in all caaes they wero deposited with the Treasurer, and re-issued lUI 

required by the Post Office. 

1 April to 30 April, 1858 
1 Mayto31 May , 
1Novemberto30November, IS::.8 .. 
1 February to 26 February, 18.5!:1 . 
1Yayto31Mny 
1Augustto31Augtut , 
1 November to 30 November, 
1 February to 29 February, 1860 ... 
1 Marchto31March 
I February to28 February,l 861 . 
1 April to 30 April 
Au:;ust, 1861 
February, 1862 
March 

24March,t863 

April 

Two Penny 
One Penny 
Two Penny 
One Penny 
.Four Penny 
One Peony 
Four Penny 
Two Penny 
Six Penny 
Four Penny 
Foltr P!!nny 
One Penny 
Four Penny 
Four Penny 

Four Penny 

Si~: Penny 

... 177,600 
. 120,480 

. .. 180,240 
60,480 

... 138,!)60 

... 301.1,960 

... 403,-1-W 
•.• 360,000 
.. 360,000 
... 120,000 
. .. 239,620 
... 3.'i9,280 
... 120,960 

Henry Best. 

J ohn Davies. 

... 2-10,000 ' 

. 3.'i9,040 ... J J(fo~:~;;rt)~l 
... 300,000 

280ctober, ! ~~d s~~~~~ I 60,000 M. L. Hood. 

16 :s'ovember, 1863 One Penny ... 360,960 
18January, 186-1 T..,nShillinb'll. 30,000 
21 Fi,.eShillings .. 30,000 
21 April }'our P~nny • 3611,960 

• Unlc., othcr .. ·i :t6 mcntioucJ, Mr. Bc~t cn<"h month certiGcJ lu hai'Q priutcJ uo damp" 
duringthatf'<'ri,...l. 
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From thiB date, the printing preBB being Bet up in the Government Printing 
Office, nll stamps were printed in that Department. Hardiaty, the copper plate 
printer who had been employed both by Daviea and Hood, being also employed 
by the Government Printer for the work. 

July, 1864 Two Penre ... 299,760 Oovt. P1·inter. 
August, ·- TwoPence 60,480 
December, 1864 Three Pence 60,000 
February, 1865 Six Pence ... 360,000 
M=h Four Pence ... 358,800 
September:: One Penny ... ~9,620 
April, 1866 ... Four Pence •.• 360,240 

"'' One Penny ..• 369,040 
February, 1867 Oue Penny ... 369,280 

"'"" FonrPence ... 360,480 
April 

" 
Six Pence ... 360,000 

September 
" 

One Penny ""'·"" November 
" 

Four Pence ... 300,240 
July, 1868 One Penny ... 369,760 
October, 1868 Four Pence ... 360,480 
April, 1869 One Penny 369,760 
September, 1869 One Penny .. . 360,000 

"'"'"" " 
Four Pence ... 361,440 

November . ... Six Pence ... 360,240 
May, 1870 TwoPence ... 180,240 
August., One Penny .. . 60,000 
September, 1870 Four Pence ... 60,000 

Total number of etampa printed from Augu.n, 1857, to September, 1870, 
of the following d68ignationB : 

an ...,,emen & ...... n ,..... s._.e~~, on Tw p 1377 600 Printed · Hobart V ......, , T _ d, _., ,_, ~ One Penny ... 3,900,240 l 
paper with figure wmka. t'ou

0
r p::: ::: 4:863;360 

10 
• 

Tasmania ... ... j Six P~nee ... 1,100,240 } ~~O:~n~= 
Do. .. . •.. { One Shilling... 360,000 ... Printed in England. 

NuMBER8 oF STAMP!! IN STocK oN 31sT D&cEMBER, 1889. 

jJ.,ornnge , 

~·t::::p~·: 
h. f . 

9<1., blue 
lod., black 

tis. , mauve 
211,6d.,carmine 

lOa.,oran~ 

2d. (envelopee) 
4J. ( ) 

179,680 
28,280 

~~~:=}A !:-i::~~~fi~~:C:~uh=r~ anJ 6d. 

206,660 
6780 (of the 1871 printing). 

21:1,620 ( " 1870 " ). 
61,780 (a few St. Ueorg1! and Dragan aho). 

~:} Th
8
: n2:m~rs;;t1~~~~ee:~r!~r~ye, 

107,288 
1416 
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D. 
"'I'M Pod Ojfiu flq>arh114ut Ilr. to fl. aud C. But. 

1856. To ep. printing 282 impre.oions frow IJ. plat~, 67,680 e!&mp4 
April bt at 1/9 per 1000 5 HI 0 
to3ht. ,. Paper fordo, . 8 6 

Nov. l et. ,. cp. printing 32-i imJ>telllliun.t from 1d. platt; 17,7GO stamp!! 
to 30th. at 1/9 per 1000 6 16 6 

,. Paper fordo. , 10 6 
1&17. ,. cp. printing 155 impree.aions from 2d. plate, 37,200 stamps 

Jan. lat at 1/9 per 1000 3 4 9 
to3ht. ,. Paper fordo. 4 0 
May Itt ., cp. printing 715 imprelllliona from -MI. plate, 171,600 
to 31st. etampe at l /9 per 1000 15 0 0 

,. Pnperfor do. . 1 
Aug. ht ,. cp. printing ~~ impreesions !rom 1d. plate, 00,240 lrt.nmp!l 

to 31st. at 1/9 per 1000 . 5 5 0 
,. cp. printing 160 impreesiona from 2d.. plate, 38,400 stampe 

at l /9 per 1000 3 6 0 
,. cp. printi11g 249 impi'I.:II&iOII$ from 4J. pLI.te, 69,760 etampe 

at lj9per 1000 5 5 0 

£47 4 !.1" 

c. 
Tna: Hobart Tuum Gu::ette, Tuuday, &pte1Hbcr 2itlt, 1853; 

"PUBLIC NOTICR 
"Or;s&RAL POII'I' Ol'FICZ, &\ Scptc>ibt:r, 1 8!:.~. 

" Tea: PoeT OFrica Ar:r, 1853. 

"Notice is hereby given thnt the new Poet Offioo Act of 1853 will come 
into operotion on the ht day of Nol·ember ne:r.t. 

"A.ll Letter. aM Padtef• mwd btJ Prepaid.-Tbat on rmd from that dnt.e nil 
Letters and Packete (NeW8papers aJone excepted) posted nt any of the Poet Offices 
of thie colony must be prepaid by meane of adheeive stampe. 

"Wlu1re the Stump~ may be Procurcd.-Thnt the et.omp~ will be .told nt 
Hobart Town, in largt~ or emnll qutmtities ns mny be rt..'qttiretl, nt the Gencrnl 
Post Office, Mcsers. Walch & Bona, Eli1J1hcth Street, and MC!il!rs. Huxtable & Cu., 
Murrny Street; at Lnunceston Po&t Office, nnd the most respectable bookscllc~ 
in Lnuneeston, and at the vnrious Poet Offices throughout tlte ielantl. 

' 1 Purliu poMing Letle,, 4"c., tu a~eerlain ezact lVei!Jitt. - The public nrc 
particularly requested to &&Certain the exnct weight of their Lettcn nnd Pnckt~t.t 
before posting them, in onler to enable them (ths &enders) to affix the correct 
stamps upon each Letter or Pncket., as nil such as may not have stamps upon ti.J.em 
equal in value to the amount of post.'\,<>e to which they mny respectively be 
chargeable cannot be forwarded, but will be detained at tho l'oet Office at which 
ther may have been posted. 

"Daily Li.tt1 of Let1er1, I c., imuffkietilly Stamped.-Thnt daily lists of 
Letters and Pnckete which may be dropped into tho lotter·boxoa of tho &el'eral 
l'u.~t lHficc9, nnol wltich nmy not hear the requisite atnDlJlS, or which runy l.ocar 
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stamps bu~ insuffici1mt. in value, will 00 exl1ibite,t on the cx!A.lrior of the rcspccti\'e 
Post Offices at which they may have been posted. · 

"Di1trid or Tmcn Letter• and Packei11.-Lett.ers and Packets int.<>ndt-..1 to l.e 
len till called for at the Post Office at which they may !Je pusl.<ld, ur for deli\'cry 
within the 81\llle city or town, nmst bear a stamp of the value of One l'cuny 
for each ~ or.. in weight. 

"btfand and Ship Letter• a11d Par-kels.-Inlanrl. (or country) Letters 1uul 
Packeta to 00 forwarded from one vart. of the Colony to another, and Ship Letters 
and Packets to be transmittOO to Eugland, India, or any of the Colonies, per sailing 
veS~~els or per steamers, whether direct or vid Melbourne, must bear a stamp of the 
value of :Four Pence for every i oz. in weight. 

Ship Letters lntcards.-Ship Letters arriving from England, India, or any 
of the Colonies, will 00 delivered in Hobart Town, in Launceston, and at the 
several Post Offices in the interior of the oolony, free. being by the Act of Council 
exempted from all post.Bf,oe whatsoever. 

"A.lfidavill, Bankeri ParceU, Periodical•, I)-c. : 

"Affidavits, Bankers' Parcels, Con- } Marked as such by the sender, 
veyancea, Deeds, Judgments, with his name and ad•lre:>a 
Memorials, Proceedings of any subscribed th!!rcon, and not 
Court of Justice, Patterns or containing any letter or episto-
Samples o! Merchandize, Wills, lary communication or intelli-
Writa genco. 

"Catalogues, Magazines, Pam ph-} Marked ns euch by the sender, 
lets, Periodicals, Price Currents, with his ~~nme and address 
Proceedings of Parliament, Pro- subscribed thereon, and not 
ceedings of Colonial Legislature, containing any ltltt\lr or llpillto-
Reviews, Votea of Parliament, lary communication or intelli-
Vot.es of Colonial Legi11lature. gence, and open at each end, 

must bear a et.amp of the value of Four Pence for each 4 ozs. in weight. 

"Buola, Plaamls, G/mrt1, Mu1ic, I)-c.-Packets of Books, Charts, Maps, Music., 
Placards, and Prospectuses, when forwarded from one part of the colony to 
another, or when posted at Hobart Town or La.unceston for transmission to 
England, India, or any of the colonies, must bear stamp!! to the value of Six Pence 
for e\·ery t- ozs. in weight; and when posted at any of the Poet Offices in th~ 
interior of the Colony to be forwarded beyond sea, they must bear stamps to the 
value of One Shilling for each 4 ou. in weight-Six: Pence being the inland rate of 
postage, and the additional Six: Pence the ship packet rata 

"RegUtered Letter•, I)-c.-Letters and Packeta may be 1"1lgistered at the option 
of the senders, but all such must bear stamps to the value of One Shilling, 
as the registration fee beyond the amount of sta.mps required for postage according 
to weight. 

"JloUJ the Stamp~ an to be a.Jfi.ud.-Thc postage stamps must be affixed 
upon t.he outaide of all Letters and Packets above the address written upon them, 
as by Act of Council no J>ostma.ster ia bound to take any notice of or pas . .<~ any 
stamp or stamps which may be affixed on any other part of a letWr or packet. 

"(Sd.) l'. C. SJuTR, P01tma.ter-General." 

In Regulations under 17 Viet. No. G, Gautte, 25th October, 1853: 

"The letter-carriers will perambulnW their sc,•eral bents every evening (Stmdnys 
excepted), from five to six o'clock, ringing bells, in order to oollect such Letter~~ 
and Newspaper~~ ns tile inhabitants of Hobart Tvwn and ita eulmrbe may be 
desirous of sending per post., whether Inlnnd or Ship Letters, but the po~~tage on both 
these descriptions of Letters must be prep.'lid l1y stamps ; and the letter-carriers are 
authorised to demand the 6\lm of One Penny on each Letter, and One Halfpenny on 
each Newspaper, which they collect as their own JICI"I"JUi~it.e." 
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G~elfe, 22nJ April, 1856, 19 Viet. No. . ~W, notified that arrangements had 
been mado with the Poe~masWr-Genen1l (of Grent Britain) for the transmission 
by ship of letters to and from this Colony at the following raWs : 

"On every letter not exceeding half an ounce in weight transmitted by 
the Poet between any plnce in the United Kingdom and the Colony of Tas1nanin, 
direct or through nny other Colony, or through any foreign country, there shaH 
be cha'l,'C<.l and taken in lieu of any rates of British postage now pnyable by law 
on such letters an uniform British rate of Six Pence. 

"On e1·cry Jetter not excl'l'lding half on ounce in weight transmitted by the 
Post between Tasmania nnJ any other of Her Majesty's C<Jlonics, or any foreign 
country through the United Kingdom (whether through any Colony or foroign 
country or not), there slmll be charged and tnken in lieu of any rates of British 
postage now paynble by law on such !etten tho rates of British postage following, 
that is to say: 

"For the conveyance of every such letter between T!lf!mania or any part of 
the United Kingdom a rate of Six Pence; and for the conveyance of every such 
Jetter between the port in the United Kingdom of the dcpnrture or arrival of the 
packet or ship conveying the same, and the Colony or foreign country to or from 
which the same shall be forwarded, such a further or additional rllte of postage aa 
shall from time to tirue be chllll,ted an<! payahle for British postage on letters posted 
or delivered at the port. in the t:nite<l Kingtlom of the tleparture or arrival of the 
packet or ship conveying the same and tmnstuittcd direct between such port and 
any such Colony or foreibrn country. 

"That every additionnl half ounce in weight l!hould be chargeable with a full 
n.dditional mte of postnge. (Sd.) 11. E.}'. Youso. 

"15th April, 1856." 

Gazette, 27th January, 185i, contains a notice with reference to the compulsory 
prepnyment of the entire postage on all letters transmitted from Tasmania to any 
part of tho United Kingdom viti Mnfi!Oilles; ami also the Eritish poata.ge rates 
chargenhle on letters, newApapers, 1md pockets directed to British Colonies or 
foreij..rn pm·ts, furwan)c,l through the United Kingdom, t·i,j MnrscilleA, or d.t 
l:ioutharuptun, gi,·ing the foll owing exnmplel! : 

"A ldtn dit·cctc<l to any Jlart of the Unite..! States, weiglting over J 07, hut 
not ext:cetliug ~ oz. lllld intendl'<.l to be forwar<led vi<l i\Isrseilles, wou~l ~tuire: 

" lHt. Tlli!UUUJian l'O!!tage Stamp . . . . 0 4 
2ml. Eugli$h l'oatnge, to be pnid in CI)J!h at the wio<low o( 

the l'OKt Otlice at which it may ~ p011t.:d 0 8 
3n.l. French trauait rate, aho to be pn:pniJ m cash 0 6 

Totalc0$t I 6" 
"EXAXI'LE C. 

"A letter addressed to nny part of the UnitcJ Kint,'<lom, fonrnnlcd t•id 
Mafl!Cillee, if above 1 oz. and not exceeding ~ oL would require: 

" ht. TMmanian P011ta;.:e Stamp . • . . 
2nd. French trnneit rate, to be paid in coah at the window of tl1e 

POflt Office at which it may be poeted 

TotalCOilt 10" 

"If above i oz. and not exceeding i OL two stamps of Four Pence eo.ch and 
Nine Pence in cssh. 

"Letters for the United Kingdom sent viti Southampton are only subjected to 
the Tasmsninn Ship Letter Postage, prepaid by means of Postage Stamp$. 

"Under this arrangement all Lcttei'S, Newspnpei'S, and Packets from TllSmanio 
sre deliveredjru. (Stl.) F. C. SMITH, Pwtmaater-Gmr:rul." 
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Gazette, 22nd September, 1857: 
"GBNERAL PosT 0PPICF-, 

"2b~ September, 1857. 

"PUBLIC NOTICE. 
".DWwnUnuallcl of Clu &tail &11 of POitagt Sta111pt at 1M GtMnll Pod Offiu, 

the ;1~o:;cerf:S!:;bl:~;:·a~h~~:nr:! f:~e!'!u~::~:~=~jt .~~~~~~x~~~ 
Room,' attached to this Department, and also at tho window of this Office, will be 
wholly discontinued. 

"Lots of tho value of Five Pound. and upwatda, ecmsUting of undit~ided 
M.eeh., can, however, be obtained on application to the Poetmaster.General. 

"Small quantitie. of Poetago Stamps. from the date above mentioned, can 
tlJerefore be purchued only at the authorised Agents, Messrs. Walch and Sons, 
comer of Elizabeth and Li.,.erpool Strcete, or other vendor& 

"Parties })()Sting letters or packets are requeated to take tt1e ~nteat poeaible 
care that the correct Postage Stamp!! are placed upon them, according to their 
,veight, in order to prevent diSilppointment by their detention here in consequence 
of their being ' insufficiently stamped.' (&l) F. C. S MITH, 

"P<»t>IUUIC>'-Oenerai." 

Subsequent Gtw:ffe notices are refcrrco.l to in tho chapters upon the stampa to 
which they immediately relate. 
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