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THE STAMPS OF TASMANIA.
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CHAPTER XV.
BISECTED POSTAGE STAMPS.

MONGST a number of stamps, used and on the original covers, which were

obtained from the correspondence of a deceased acquaintance, I found what
appeared to be an authentic case of the bisection of a Two Penny stamp to
represent the payment of a One Penny rate. The stamp was the right-hand
half of the imperforate Two Pence, Van Diemen’s Land, of the early sage-green
shade (1857-63), which had been divided vertically through the centre, cutting
the word “Diemens” just before the second E, and dividing the “Two” from
“Pence,” The severance had evidently been effected with a penknife, as was
shown by the clean cut on the face of the stamp and the slightly ragged edge
at the back. The envelope bearing the bisection was entire, but was absolutely
without date, and the letter which it had contained had been removed and
destroyed before the cover came into my possession. The stamp is cancelled
with a pen and ink obliteration formed of two vertical and three diagonal strokes
thus This variety of cancellation was a very common one during 1854-64,
and its origin is fully explained in the chapter on postmarks and cancellations.
(Chapter XX.)

The letter was addressed “Cornhill, Sorell.” Cornhill is a farm a fow miles
from the township of Sorell, and letters addressed there remained at the Sorell
office until called for. The One Penny stamp was used for town or “drop”
letters only, consequently the bisected stamp would represent that rate; and
there being no mark of a second receiving office on the envelope, it may be
taken for granted that this was a drop letter; f.e., one posted at Sorell for
delivery at that office. It was not until 1859 that the Two Penny stamp was
used to represent a rate of its own; viz, the suburban rate on lotters for
delivery within five miles of Hobart or Launceston. Prior to that date the
Two Pence was used solely to represent the double-weight town letter. The
letter under discussion, from its small size and flatness, could not have exceeded
the half ounce; and Sorell being twelve miles from Hobart and 133 from
Launceston, it could not have been a “suburban” letter. Upon submitting the
envelope in question to the Secretary of the Post Office, Hobart, I received
the assurance that it was no in casos where
temporarily exhausted their stock of One Penny or Two Penny stamps, to bisect a
higher value, but that at no time was the practice officially approved o authorised,
although, from the nature of the circumstances, the mutilated stamp ws permitted
to pass as having done postal duty.
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108 THE STAMPS OF TASMANIA.

Amongst the correspondence of the Post Office Department I found the
following letter :
“Post OFFICE, LAUNCESTON,
“12th July, 1858.

“Sir,—I have the honour to inform you that in the mail which arrived
from Port Sorell to-day were twenty letters; envelopes of some of the
letters in question I enclose. You will perceive in addition to the Four
Penny stamp that another stamp has been cut in half to make up the Six
Penny rate. As the letters were addressed to different parts, I could do no
other than forward them, as the blame evidently rests with the Postmaster
at that station in allowing himself to run short of Two Penny stamps,

1 have the honour to be, Sir,
“Your obedient servant,
“ The Secretary, (84.)  W. WINDEATT, for the Postmaster.
“General. Post Offc,
“ Hobart Town.”

This letter is endorsed :

“Referred to the Postmaster at Port Sorell for his report. One case of this
description has been recently brought Ilnder the notice of the Government,
and has been considered such an procedure that it was supposed
10 second person could be found to adopt such a course, at all events without
seeking information from head-quarters whether such a peculiar mode could
by any possibility be sanctioned.  (Sd.) 8. T. HaRDINGE, Secrefary.

*GENEBAL PoST OFFICE, July 134, 1858."

The envelopes referred to, five in number, were all addressed to different
persons in Launceston, and were franked, as stated in Mr. Windeatt’s letter, with a
Four Penny stamp, and the half of another vertically divided in the centre. In
three of them the half stamp was attached to the whole one, the other two having
the half severed from the whole stamp and affixed at its side. All were cancelled
in black with a straggling pen-stroke, which in every instance is confined to the
stamp, and does not extend on to the cover itself. On the back of ench envelope
is the Launceston postmark of “Pre-paid. 12 Jy 12 1858” in three lines, within
oblong rectangular frame, in red.

There was no record of & report from the Postmaster at Port Sorell.

Here, therefore, is unquestionable evidence of at least ten Four Penny stamps
having been bisected, and the twenty halves doing duty as Two Penny stamps, and
although not officially authorised, they certainly did postal duty in that mutilated
condition.

21 Vict. No. 38, “The Post Office Act, 1858,” raised the inland rate of postage
to 6d. for every half ounce, and was in force from lst March to 31st Decomber,
1858, Although the Sixpenny stamps wero received from England in January,
1858, country pcstmasters were slow to make use of them, using instead a Two
Penny and Four Penny stamp to represent the rate,

Tt seems singular that these two recorded cases of authentic bisection should
have occurred at places bearing very similar names. “Port Sorell,” however, is
250 miles from “Sorell,” being situated in the extreme north of the island, whilst
the latter placo is south of Hobart. It is just possible that the “ono case” referred
to in Mr. Hardinge's remarks might have been the “Sorell” case, although, from
the peculiar shade of the stamp in question, I should be inclined to assign it a later
date than 1858.
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BISECTED POSTAGE STAMPS. 109

We havo to pass over a long period of time before coming to another instance
of bisection, and this time it is to a stamp not entirely frec from the taint of
curiosity manufacturing.

On the 27th July, 1886, the Postmaster at Ellesmere, the post-town of the
Scottsdale district, found a dozen envelopes amongst his mail, all of which were
franked with the half of a Two Penny stamp, diagonally divided, and addressed to
a resident in the township.

Being acquainted with the handwriting of the addressor, and, as he afterwards
said in reporting on the matter to the Postmaster-General, believing that the sender
had more money than sense, or that he wished to increase the revenue at his own
expense, the Postmaster at Ellesmere allowed the letters to pass as being franked by
these half stamps. On the matter coming to the ears of the Head Office at Hobart,
he was, however, cautioned not to allow such irregularities to occur in future. It is
probable that a considerable number of these fragments were passed through the Elles-
mere office by the enthusiastic manufacturer before official attention was called to the
matter; but there can be no doubt that from first to last there was more design
than accident in their production.

In Scptember last another enthusinstic, but misguided, Hobart collector being
on a visit to the little mining township of Zeehan, and finding a difficulty in
obtaining Two Penny stamps, stamped two letters with the two halves of a Four
Penny stamp divided diagonally, and theso were passed both by the Post Office at
Zeehan, received at the Head Office at Hobart, and delivered in due course without
comment.

There can b no doubt that although no regulation or official authority exists
us to the acceptance of mutilated stamps in prepayment of postage, a certain
tacit understanding exists that if the receiving postmaster is satisfied that the
fragment tendered in prepayment is really a bond fide unused stamp thus severed to
represent & half rate, he may use his own discretion and reccive it in payment
of such rate; but theso “split stamps,” especially the two latter varieties, can
scarcely claim a place in a collection as legitimate issues.
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CHAPTER XVL
REPRINTED AND SPECIMEN STAMPS.

RIOR to 1879 no provision had been made for a supply of specimen sets of

stamps to meet the continually recurring demands of foreign Governments.
As a rule, any official or well-nuthenticated application for such a specimen st
was granted. The stamps then current and any obsolote ones obtainable were
forwarded, the face value credited to the Accountant of Stamps, and an authority
for the expenditure obtained from the Colonial Auditor.

Requests, however, became more frequent, and the Tasmanian Postmasters-
General from time to time made collections of foreign stamps for their own
amusement, applying to foreign Post Offices for sets of stamps, which were
generally supplied with a request for reciprocity, so that the roundabout system
became irksome. So many applicants also wanted specimens of not only the
current stamps, but also all obsolete varieties, that as no remainders had been
kopt in stock, these requests could not be granted.

Early in 1879 the Secretary of the Post Office decided to print off a supply of
stamps from the old plates He forwarded the plates to the Government printer,
obtained the necessary authority for the printing from the Treasurer, and in order
that everything might be in correct form wrote thus to the Colonial Auditor :

“ March 28th, 1879.
“The Honourable the Treasurer’s authority for the printing of specimen
sheets of the postage stamps, now obsolete, in order to comply with applications
for them from foreign Governments, is forwarded herewith to the Auditor.
“These stamps are now being printed—viz., two sheets of each, 240
stamps to the sheet—
1d.,2d.,* | 3d,, 2s. 6d., bs., 10s., 4d., ed, 1d,,
1t issue Bill Stamps 1st issue V.D.L. | 20d issue V.D.L.
and 8d. and 4d. (yellow), of recent issue.
Two sheets of 5s., 1s., 10d,, 9d., 6d., 4d. (blus), 3d., 2d., 1. were printed
s specimens in the year 1871, a sufficient supply of which is now on hand to
accede to requests from foreign governments for specimens.
“(8d.)  A. C. DougLas, Secretary.”

As T have before explained, in the official acceptance of the term, a “sheet”
means 240 impressions, that number being contained in the plates of the One
Penny, Two Pence, and Four Pence, of 1856, the Six Pence and One Shilling of
1858, and the fiscal Three Pence and Two and Six Pence of 1863-4. The plates
of the One Penny and Four Pence of 1853 contained only 24 each. The Fivo
Shilling and Ten Shilling fiscals of 1864 were on one plate, 120 impressions of
cach, and the issues of 1870 and subsequent dates contain 120 impressions each
to the plate. Consequently the order to the Government printer would mean the

* Sic.
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REPRINTED AND SPECIMEN STAMPS. 111

striking off of ten impressions from each of the plates of the 1853 issue; two from
each of the plates of the 1855 issue, and the Threo Penny and Two Shillings and
Six Penny fiscals; and four from those of the Five Shilling and Ten Shilling
fiscals, and Four Penco and Eight Pence of 1876-8; the two “sheets” printed in
1871 of the other valucs being in reality four impressions from each plate.

Under date 20th July, 1865, the Secretary of the Post Office, writing to
the Secretary G.P.0., London, said, “I have been unsuccessful in obtaining ten
specimens of the stamps (One Penny blue) referred to in the latter part of your letter. . .
I believe you are aware that the plate for printing them has long since been destroyed,
which is the cause of so much difficulty being experienced in collecting them now.”

1 cannot now ascertain the exact date of the destruction of these plates, but
it probably took place shortly after the receipt of the plates of 1855 from Perkins
and Bacon.

This destruction was effected by striking cuts across the face of each stamp
with a chisel. The reprints of 1879 bear this unmistakeable imprint of their true
nature, in addition to which, for ence of ing the speci the
printer perforated the sheets. The better and finer engraved of the two plates
of the Four Pence (Plate B) was used on this occasion.

Towards the end of 1886, or early in 1887, Mr. Douglas caused a few
impressions to be struck from the coarser plate of the Four Pence of 1853
(Plate C) on thick white lithographic paper; more, however, for tho advance of
philatelic rescarch than for supplying foreign governments.

The reprinted stamps being printed only for transmiseion to forcign Governments,
were never sold, although many applications were received for them.

The following is a description of the three series of reprints above mentioned,
grouped chronologically :

PrinTiNG OF 1871.

Types and values of issue 1858 ; steel plate, engraved by Messts. Perkins,
Bacon, & Co., London; 240 impressions to the sheet; soft white wove unwater-
marked paper; perf. 113, (Ilustrations 4, 5.)

Six Pence, red-lilac (shade of March, 1867).
One Shilling, vermilion-red.

Types and values of issues 1870-1; typographed from Messrs. De la Rue
and Co.s plates; 120 impressions to the sheet; soft white wove unwatermarked
paper; perf. 113. (Ilustrations 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16.)

One Penny, deep rose. Three Pence, reddish-brown.
Two Pence, green. Nine Pence, blue.
Four Pence, blue. Five Shillings, mauve,

Ten Pence, black (issue 1870).
This series is very superior in appearance to tho actual postal series, being
printed on a better quality of paper.

PRINTING OF 1879.
Types and values of 1853 ; engraved by C. W. Coard, Hobart; 24 impressions
to the sheet; tough, thin, handmade unwatermarked white paper; perf. 113.
(Iltustrations Plates A and B.)
One Penny, blue. The first twenty-three types are defaced with two deep horizontal
chisel cuts, and the twenty-fourth with three horizontal cuts.
Four Pence, brownish-yellow. All the types, with the exception of Type 12, are
defaced with two more or less vertical chisel cuts ; Type 12 shows the cuts crossed.
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112 THE STAMPS OF TASMANIA.

Types and valucs of 1855; engraved by Messrs. Perkins, Bacon, and Co.,
London; 240 impressions to the sheet; tough, thin handmade white paper;
unwatermarked ; perf. 11§. (Illustrations 1, 2, 3.)

One Penny, brick-red. | Two Pence, grass-green. | Four Pence, pale bluc.

Types and values of the fiscal issue of 18634 ; engraved by Mr. Alfred Bock,
Hobart ; 240 impressions to the sheet of the Three Pence and Two Shillings and Six
Pence, 120 impressions to the sheet of the Five Shillings and Ten Shillings; same
paper as last ; unperforated. (llustrations 6,7, 8, 9.)

Three Pence, yellow-green.

Two Shillings and Six Pence, carmine-rose.
Five Shillings, dark brown.

Ten Shillings, yellow.

Types and values of 1876 and 1878; typographed from Messrs. De la Rue
and Co.'s plates; 120 impressions {o the sheet; same paper as last; perf. 11}
({llustrations 12, 18.)

Four Pence, yellow. | Eight Pence, dull lilac.

All these reprints may be easily distinguished from the originals—the 1853
issue by their defacing cuts and perforation, the 1855 and other issucs by the
absence of watermark.

From 1879 to 1886 these reprints were distributed amongst applicants without
bearing any cancelling or other mark denoting their character. In 1886 Mr. Douglas
caused them all to be surcharged “repriNT” in Roman capitals in black; and
at the same time the examples of the Platypus and Saint George and Dragon
stamps in their 1880 colours, supplied with the reprints, were surcharged “sPECIMEN”
in the same manner.

PriNTING OF 1887,

Type of 1853. The coarser plate of the Four Pence, engraved by Mr. C. W.
Coard, of Hobart; 24 types to the sheet; thick white lithographic paper; imperf.
(Iltustration, Plate C.)  Four Pence, reddish-brown, black.

(All the types are defaced by two deep chisel cuts, more or less vertical on
Nos. 1,7, 8, 13, 14, 19, 20, and 24 ; horizontal on Nos. 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 9, 10, 11, 15,
16, 17, 21, 22, and 23 ; and diagonal on Nos. 12 and 15.)

About a dozen impressions were printed in reddish-brown (said to be some of
the original colour), and two or three in black.

In 1889 a further set of reprints was struck on white card without gum, and
imperforate. The stamps were not surcharged in any way, and were chiefly made
for presents to countries in tho “Universal Postal Union.” The following is a list
of these varieties :

Types of 1853. 1 penny, pale blue, black. (Illustration, Plate A.)

4 pence, yellow, black. ~ ( B
o [ 0 1C)
» 1855, 1 penny, vermilion. ( » 1)
2 pence, olive-green. ¢ w2
4, pale blue. ¢ & D)
» 1858 6 , redlilac. ( » 4.)
1 shilling, vermilion. ¢ @ 59
,» 1863-65. 3 pence, yellow-green, ( » 6)
2shillings and 6 pence,rose. (  ,,  7.)
5 , brown. (o, 8)
10,  yellow. C w9
» 1870 4 pence, biue. ( » 12)

stampsmarter.com




CHAPTER XVIL
PROOFS AND ESSAYS.

T has generally been the practice to destroy any proof impressions of postage

or other adhesive stamps as soon as the definitive colour had been decided
upon. Hence any existing proofs are either chance specimens that have escaped
the general destruction, or impressions struck from the plates before they arrived
in the Colony.

Very few proof impressions have come under my immediate observation,
but in this chapter I shall endeavour to describe those that have survived and
come within my knowledge.

Of the issue of 1853 I am not aware of the existence of any proofs, unless
the impressions from the more roughly-engraved plate of the Four Pence, printed
on the laid paper with lines far apart, can be regarded as such.

No proof impressions of the 1855 issue were sent out by Messrs. Perkins,
Bacon, and Co. ; and 8s the order for preparing these stamps particularised the
colours required, there was no apparent mecessity for them.*

Of the issue of 1858 the Oceania Catalogue records the existence of proof
impressions of the Six Pence and One Shilling in black upon plain white paper
These were struck from the plates.

Impressions of the Six Pence were also struck in the adopted colour on
unwatermarked paper, as will appear from the following curious circumstance :

On the 20th December, 1861, two men were arrested on the race-course,
Hobart Town, for having, “on the 20th November, 1861, offered for sale at
the Post Office, Hobart Town, a sheet containing 240 postage stamps purporting
to be Tasmanian postage stamps of the value of Six Pence each, the sail
stamps being forged stamps”

On inspection it was found that the watermark of 6, distinctly visible on
each bond fide stamp, was wanting, and that the lined watermarks round the
margin and passing through the top row of such stamps were wanting, or rather
had been cut away. These circumstances, and the fact that the original issue
of stamps from the authorities in England were on a different paper, and that
subsequently the plate from which they had been printed had been forwarded to
this Government with the same description of paper whereon to print them in
this Colony, led to the conclusion that they were forgeries.

* Proof impressions in black on white card, struck from the dics of the One Penny, Two
Pence, Four Pence, Six Pence, and One Shilling are known.—NoT BY THE COMMITTEE.

Q
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114 THE STAMPS OF TASMANIA.

The men stated that they had received them from a member of the detective
force in Melbourne, through whom they were eventually traced to a man who
stated that he had received them from his father in London, and produced, in
support of his statement, letters dated April, November, and December, 1858, in
which mention was made of £6 worth of stamps being sent, with a statement that
they came in a barge with some stuff from a fire at a stationer’s in the city.
They had never been gummed, and the father suggested that his son should
“get a pennyworth of gum and make something of them.”

As there was no evidence of fraud on the part of these men, who had
received tho stamps in exchange for some jewellery, they were discharged The
sheet of proofs is now doubtless ““on record ” among the depositions in the case.

Possibly the One Shilling was also struck on unwatermarked paper in the
same manner, but did not escape the “fire in the city.”

Of the fiscal issue of 1863-4 we have Mr. Bock’s statement that he struck
off proofs in black from each plate. He says that the Government only allowed
him to print one sheet of each value in black prior to handing the plates to
the Treasurer. These impressions have been distributed by the engraver among
his friends from time to time, and doubtless a good many of them are still extant.
Mr. Bock was good enough to present me with specimens of the Three Pence,
Five Shillings, and Ten Shillings, all of which are in black on thin yellowish
wove paper, without watermark.

It was at first intended to print the Three Pence in bright pink, and proof
impressions were struck in that colour, but shortly afterwards destroyed.

Messrs. Thomas De La Rue and Co. sent out various proof impressions
with their plates of 1870 and 1871. The majority of these seem to have
been destroyed, but a few specimens were preserved by the late Hon, T. D.
Chapman, P General, at whose jon the design had been adapted
from the Nova Scotia stamps. Some of these are now in the possession of
Mr. Chapman’s family. They are printed in Messrs. De la Rue and Cos
finished style on glazed unwatermarked white paper, and are imperforate. The
following are the colours of the specimens I have been permitted to examine (Illus-
trations 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 16):

One Penny, rose (adopted colour).
Two Pence, bright green, lighter than the adopted shade ; in fuct, exactly the
same as the 1878 issue printed in England.
Three Pence, pale chocolate (adopted colour).
Four Pence, light blue (adopted colour).
»  greyish-black.
Nine Pence, magenta (a lighter shade than the present Five Shillings).
»  bright purple, and deep purple-black, or prune.
Ten Pence, bright purple.

The appearance of these proof impressions is very fine as compared with the
locally printed originals,

In February, 1875, the Secretary of the London Post Office wrote with
reference to the change of colour of the Tasmanian stamps of One Penny, and the
Nine Pence in yellow, and Ten Pence in violet. Mr. Douglas replied that the
changes never took place, and that specimens of the Nine Pence, blue, and Ten
Pence, black, had previously been forwarded. Six of the One Penny stamps then
in use were enclosed, as the shade might possibly differ slightly from the last.
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Doubtless the chango in the One Penny referred to was the vermilion shade
which appeared in 1873 ; the others possibly were proofs, although I have found
1o record of a Nine Pence in yellow.

So far as T am aware there are no proofs of the Five Shillings of 1871 in
existenco, nor were there any of the subsequent issues of 1878 (1d., 2d., and 8d.)
and 1880 (Platypus type).

ESSAYS.

From the fact that the engraving of the Tasmanian stamps was never submitted
to competition, it may be easily understood that essays of design would be entirely
wanting. Such is really the case, but I may be permitted to record under this
heading an essay of paper and an unappropriated type.

With reference to the first, on the 4th August, 1875, Mr. Douglas wrote to
the Colonial Treasurer :

“81r,—The Colonial storekeeper has recently received from London two
‘packets of postage stamp paper containing altogether 500 leaves. These have
been forwarded by the Crown Agents for experimental purposes. I have there-
fore to request your approval of my receiving the paper from the Colonial
storekeeper for the purpose of printing thereon One Penny postage stampa.”

Under date the 5th August, 1875, the Government printer's memorandum-
book of stamps printed contains the following entry :

34 sheets of 1d., £24, on plain paper, received from England as sample.”

T do not know what became of these stamps ; they were not used for postal
purposes, and were in all probability burnt, The balance of the paper is still in
the office of stores: it is a fine glazed white paper without watermark.

As to the unappropriated types, in October, 1885, an order was sent to England
as follows :

“One new plate containing 120 impressions for printing Tasmanian
Postage and Revenue stamps of the value of 10s.; colour to be in light slate.

“One do. do. do. Two Shillings and Sixpence; colour to
be in pink.

“Design herewith for both values. It is desired that the design of the
present 2d. and 1d. stamps be followed by the engraver s closely as possible,
introducing the word “ Tasmania ” and the words “ Postage and Revenue,” as

per sketch.
4900 sheets of 120 ‘ 5 . . 10w
200 , 120 5 . 5 . 2. 6d
“To be gummed and perforated ; watermarked “Tas”; the plates to be
shipped with the stamps.”

The sketch contained the words “Postage and Revenue” in place of the
pearled border round the central oval of the current type.

Instead of executing this very definite order, Messrs. De la Rue & Co. ventured
to make a few suggestions as to the inadvisability of retaining the same design for
both high and low values. They forwarded a number of sketches for the two new
values required, all of which were of a very large size, and anything but artistic in
design.
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116 THE STAMPS OF TASMANIA.

They also, to supply the demand whilo awaiting the preparation of the new
plates, sent some sheets of “temporary expedients” (not to give them a worse
name), and forwarded the following bill to the Crown Agents :

“LoNDoN, 110, BuNaiLL Row,
*“Feb. 9th, 1886.
“Crown Agents for the Colonies Drs. to Thomas De la Rue & Co,
“TASMANIA BTAMPS.

«1886. Making two temporary overprint formes, ¢ Tasmania, Postage
Feb.9,  and Revenue, ‘Ten Shillings, and ‘Two Shillings and

Sixpence; at each £3 3. ’ : . . 660
200 sheets, duty 2s. 6d., temporary postage and revenue
200 5, o, 10s ” » »
405 ,, of 120=48,600atperm.3.6d. . . . 810 1
£1416 1
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CHAPTER XVIIL
IMPRESSED REVENUE STAMPS AND POSTAL NOTES.

THE Stamp Act No. 3, 29 Vict. No. 33, which came into force on the
1st November, 1865, provided :

“Sec. 2. The Stamp Duties imposed and made payable by this Act shall bo
denoted by a stamp, either impressed upon the paper whercon any such instrument
is written, or by an Adhesive Stamp affixed thereto.

“Sec, 4. The Stamp Duties imposed and made payable by this Act upon all
Drafts and Orders for the payment of money, and all Receipts and Discharges given
for or upon the payment of money, which aro issued or given by the Colonial
Treasurer or by any officer of the Government of Tasmania for or on behalf of the
Government of Tasmania, shall be impressed thereon.”

The schedule to this Act contains the following particulars of stamp duties :

“On every Draft or Order on a Bunker for the payment of any sum amounting
to Forty Shillings or upwards, One Pen:

«On every Receipt or Discharge gl\ en for or upon the payment of any sum of
money amounting to Forty Shillings or upwards, One Penny.”

The object of Section 4 of the above Act was to avoid the necessity of affixing
an adhesive stamp to the Government receipts, a course which had previously been
necessary, and which naturally was objectionable as occasioning the useless
expenditure of adhesive stamps and the multiplication of accounts in receiving
the stamps from the Post Office and afterwards accounting for their use.

A handstamp was prepared to denote the stamp duty payable on all Government
cheques and receipts, and impressions were struck from it on all official receipt forms
and Public Account cheque-books, which were taken to the Treasury for that purpose.

The design of this handstamp consists of the Royal Arms surrounded by the
words “TASMANIAN STAMP DUTY” above, and “ONE PENNY” below, in Roman
capitals, the whole being surrounded by a single circular line. (Ilustration 60.)
Struck in shades of vermilion and red from November, 1865, until the issue of the
Platypus impressed stamps.

In 1871 the system of impressing the stamp duty was extended to unofficial
cheques. An order for a die and requisites was sent to England in the following

Tms :
o “Tasuania, Hoarr Toww,
“28th Janwxry, 1871.

“One Screw Embossing Press and Die complete, for stamping cheques
and other documents for stamp duty.

“The die to be of the same size as the pattern attached, and to be
engraved with the words ¢ Tasmanian Stamp Duty—One Penny,’ round the
circumference, and in the centre the ‘ Royal Arms.’

“(Care to be taken that the engraving be executed distinctly, and in such
a manner as to avoid as much as possible any risk of cutting the paper that
s to be stamped.
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118 THE STAMPS OF TASMANIA.

“The Press to be strong, and of the best metal, that there may be
1o danger of breaking it while in use.

“ As great inconvenience would be caused if stamping documents should
be prevented at any time through any portion of the stamp or press getting
out of order, it is necessary that the whole be executed in the best possible
‘manner.”

The following letter and enclosures relate to the execution of this order :
“OQFrices OF THE CROWN AGENTS FOR THE COLONIES,

“LoNDox, 4th May, 1871.
“ Requisition No. 2359 and 6/71.

“Sir,—We bave to acquaint you that the undermentioned articles,
consigned to the officer administering the Government of Tasmania have
been shipped on board the Lincolnshire to Port Philip, and we enclose the
documents specified below relative thereto.

“We have the honour to be
“Your obedient Servants,
“(Sd)  PeNRosz G. GULYAN,
“W. E. SARGEAUNT,
“To the Colonial Treasurer, Tasmania.”

“R 2359.

“One box containing a Sorew Press and Die for impressing a Penny
stamp duty on cheques and other documents as requested in your letter
dated the 28th January, 1871.”

“R 671

“One case containing a Postage plate (9d. stamp) with overlays for the

same and six sheets of proofs printed in different colours for selcction.”

} Crown Agents.

“ Enclosures,
“Bill of Lading, dated the 20th April, 1871.
Shipping Agent's Freight, &., Account, £1 65. 104
Invoice, Messrs. Warrington and Co., £9 18s. 0d. for Press, &e.
Tnvoice, Messrs. De la Rue £100 for Plate, &., &., including the cost
of die which is retained by the Crown Agents for fature use.”

“93, GARRICR STREET, St. MARTIN'S LANE,
“Loxpoy, W.C., 1871.
“The Crown Agents for the Colonies Drs. to Warrington and Co,, Engravers,
Copper Plate, Letter Press Printers,
“Requisition 2357,
“1871. A round 1} inch Die, Tasmanian stamp duty One Pcnny,
April 16. . with Royal Arms and supporters . 118 0
A screw spring press for ditto, with brass slide for leathers . 6 10° 0
Extraslide, 1 dozen leathers for slides,and 1dozen ruhheupnngs 018 0
Packing ditto and Case lined with tin .

2 s a

. . 0130
918 0”

This die came into use early in 1872, and was superseded by the Platypus
die in 1880, The design was exactly as described in the order above quoted,
the inscriptions being in small capitals on a circular band with double inner
and outer lines. It was embossed, in white relicf, on cheques only, no other
kind of documents being stamped by means of it.

In April, 1875, the Secretary of the Post Office, remarking on a letter
from the Colonial Secretary of New Zealand with reference to the working of
the “Stamp Act,” says: “The stamps used for postage stamps in Tasmania are
allowed to be used for the purposes of the Stamp Act. . . . The introduction and
compulsory usage of impressed stamps, wherever they can be availed of, is in
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my opinion highly desirable for carrying out a Stamp Act. . . . The One Penny
adhesive stamp is convenient for reccipts, but no adhesive stamp should be of
a higher value, and if possible it would be decidedly better for the impressed
stamp to be wholly used. The Revenue then would be completely protected.”

Following out the opinion thus expressed on the 5th January, 1877, an order
was sent to England for a series of dies to be used for denoting the stamp duty
payable on various documents.

The central design of these stamps was to be the same as that of the adhesive
Revenue stamps (Chapter X.), with omamental borders differing for each value.
The order was as follows :

“Steel Dies with moveable date plugs, each Die to have engraven
thereupon the design forwarded herewith of the “Ornithorhyncus para-
doxus,” * with the value of the stamp.

“Dies will be required for stamps of the undermentioned values ; viz.,

“One Penny, Two Pence, Three Pence, Six Pence, One Shilling, Two
Shillings and Six Pence, Five Shillings, Seven Shillings and Sixpence, Ten
Shillings, One Pound, Five Pounds, Ten Pounds, Twelve Pounds Ten
Shillings, and Twenty Pounds,

“One strong lever or screw press.”

The notice of the 10th April, 1880, given at length in Chapter X., applied to
and denotes the date of issue of these Impressed Revenue Stamps, which, although
supplied by the engravers within a year from the date of the order, were not used
until May, 1880, (Illustrations 40, 41, 42, 43, 44, 47, 52, 53, 54, 55, 56, 57, 58, 59.)

Another notice bearing upon the subject was published in the Gazette

«Covoniat Treasury, Hoparr Tows,

“th May, 1880.
“STAMP DUTIES.

“Tt is hereby notified for public information that the impressed stamps
heretofore used upon cheques are still available, and that persons having
stamped cheque-books are at liberty to continue to use such cheques without
any other stamp being impressed thereon or affixed thereto.

“The law officers of the.Crown have advised that it is still lawful to use
One Penny adhesive Revenue stamps upon cheques, but the gu.ml use
of cheques bearing an impressed stamp is strongly recommended as being
more convenient.”

On the 23rd April, 1880, a requisition was sent to the Colonial Storekeeper
for additional dies as follows :

“One Shilling and Six Pence. Additional dies of the values as per
Two Shillings. margin are required to be obtained from
Three Shillings. London to fit the embossing press now in

Three Shillings and Six Pence. use in this office; and so as to insure

Four Shillings. accuracy of fit, &., one of the dies—

Four Shlllmgs and Six Pence.  viz, that of the value of Two Pence—
belonging to the press is sent herewith.

“As the designs upon the face of the dies at present used differ from
one another, it will be necessary that those on the faces of the new dies asked
for shall likewise be different from one another, as well as from those now used,
copies of which are enclosed as a guide for the designer of the new dies.

“Date, month, and year plugs will not be required, as a duplicate set s
held here ; but the leather forces for the new dies should be forwarded.

“The Two Penny die sent with this as a pattern is to be returned with
those of the new values asked for in this requisition.

“(8d.)  A. C. Doucras, Secretary.”

* More correctly “anatinus” = duck-like.”
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The illustrations of the six dics mentioned in the foregoing requisition aro
Numbers 45, 46, 48, 49, 50, 51,

For some time these impressed stamps were merely embossed in plain relief on
the documents required to be stamped, but the plan of impressing the stamps
in colour possessing marked advantages over the other system, steps were taken to
adopt that method,

On the 4th of February, 1881, an order was sent to England for

“One Richmond Automatic Cameo colour stamping press for producing
coloured stamps from the dies furnished by De la Rue and Co. Particular
notice to be taken of the fact that the dies from which coloured impressions
are to be taken were originully prepared for plain relief-stamping.

“Best special embossing ink of the colour of the Twopenny stamp
attached, a sufficient quantity to colour 36,000 stamps.”

I do not know what “Two Penny stamp” was sent as a sample of colour
required, but it was probably one of the red embossed stamps used in England.

On the 14th February, 1881, un order was sent for an additional die for
embossing a revenue stamp of the value of One Penny. This was to be used for
stamping cheques in plain relief, the other being used for colour stamping.

On the 30th May, 1882, the coloured impressed stamps were first brought into
use, all documents being impressed with the stamps in colour, with the exception
of cheque and reccipt books. The Stamp Act of November, 1882, repealed the
Stamp Duty on receipts, and from that date cheques only were stamped in plain
relief. The ink used for the coloured stamps is a bright red.

On the 11th July, 1889, an order was sent to England for additional dies of
the following values : Nine Pence, One Shilling and Three Pence, Six Shillings,
Seven Shillings, Eight Shillings, Nine Shillings, and Two Pounds Ten Shillings,
the border surrounding the central design to differ in each value, and to be different
to all values before supplied, types of Which were sent as guides to the engraver.

POSTAL NOTES.

The postal note system, authorised by 52 Vict, No. 52, came into force in
Tasmania on the lst January, 1890. The design of the “Poundage” stamp is as
follows : Head of Queen to left, on lined ground, within pearled rectangular border,
which is surrounded by an ornamental circular band, inscribed “TASMANIAN POSTAL
NoTe” in white capitals, on coloured ground. The word “pouNpaas” in white
capitals, on a coloured label, breaks the circular band at the base, and the value is
inserted in small coloured capitals, within an oblong Greek border placed beneath
the circle. The poundage stamp, spaces for stamps of issuing and paying offices,
and central groundwork are printed in blue; the rest of the note is type-printed in
black, and enclosed in a type-set frame composed of square ornaments. Printed at
the Government Printing Office, Hobart, on the paper formerly used for the Van
Diemen’s Land stamps of 185770, watermarked with large double-lined figures of
value. The values of notes and poundage are :

No indage.
T A . i
2s., 25. 6d., 3s,, 3s. 6d., 4s., 4s. 6d. . 1d.
bs., 7s. 6d. . . . & % v 2d.
10s., 108, 6d., 108., 20s. . . . -
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CHAPTER XIX.
BEBR DUTY STAMPS,

“ AN Act to Impose a Duty on Beer” (43 Vict. No. 10) enacted that on and

after the first day of March, 1880, there should be paid on all beer, ale,
porter, and all other malt liquor made in imitation of beer, a duty of Three Pence
per gallon.

Section 17 enacted that the provisions of “The Stamp Duties Act, 1870,”
should extend to the duty chargeable and payable under the Beer Duty Act
and to the stamps therein mentioned so far as the same were respactively applicablo ;
that suitable stamps should be provided by the Treasurer denoting the amount of
duty required to be paid on the hogsheads, barrels, casks, or other vessels or
packages of beer respectively liable to duty under the Act; that such stamps
should be sold only to brewers carrying on business; and that it should not be
lawful for any person to use for the purposes of the Act stamps made and sold
under any Act relating to the Post Office.

Section 19 provided that the stamp demoting the smount of duty payable
upon such beer should be fixed upon the spigot or taphole of the vessel in which
the beer was contained in such a way that the stamp would be destroyed upon
the withdrawal of the liquor from such vessel; and at the time of affixing the
stamp the same should bo cancelled by writing or imprinting thereon the name
of the brewer by whom the beer was made and the date when cancelled.

Section 22 imposed a penalty of £50 for the withdrawal of beer from any
vessel without destroying or defacing the stamp affixed thereon.

Section 27 made the forging of stamps or dies a felony punishable by
imprisonment for any term not exeeeding four years.

Section 34 imposed a penalty of £10 upon the removing or defacing, in
any manner not authorised by the Act, a stamp affixed to any vessel.

A provisional issue of stamps took place in March, 1880. They were
lithographed at the Mercury office printing establishment. The design is printed
in blue and the designation and value in red on thick white wove paper. The
perforation is 11}, (Illustration 61.)

The next issue took place later in the seme year. The design was similar, but
each valuo was separately lithographed, and in a different colour. They were
also lithographed at the Mercury office printing establishment on thick white
wove paper, and perforated 113. (Zllustration 62.)

R
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The series consisted of

Onekeg . . OneShilling and Three Pence . . Yellow.
Onefirkin . . Two Shillings and Three Pence . . Ultramarine.
Onekilderkin . Four Shillings and Six Pence . . Vermilion.
Six Shillings and Nine Pence . . Mauve.
Onebarrel . . Nine Shillings . . . Green.
Onehogshead . Thirteen Shillings and Six Pence . . Black,

In January, 1881, an order was sent to the Crown Agents for the Colony for
418,000 stamps at One Shilling and Three Pence.
18000 ,  Two Shillings and Three Pence.
50,000 ,  Four Shillings and Six Pence.
12000 ,  Six Shillings and Nine Pence.
3000 ,  Thirteen Shillings and Six Pence.
“Plates for the above to be engraved according to the designs farnished
by the Collector of Customs. The stamps to be printed in sheets, each to
contain ten perforated impressions.”

The order was executed by Messrs. Bradbury, Wilkinson, & Co., London, and

their invoice, dated 18th July, 1881, is as follows:
“To designing and printing six Beer Duty Labels for 1s. 3d., 2. 3d.,
4s. 6d., 6s. 9d., 95, and 13s. 6d., with Queen’s Head in centre,
omamental work of hop plants, and ruled border, at £6 10s. . . £39
“Printing Labels on fine cream wove paper in colours different for each
value and perforating. (Nos. s ordered.)”

The stamps are printed in sheets of ten, and perforated 14}, (Illustrations 63, 64.)

The 4s. 6d. stamp was issued about December, 1881, the other values following
at intervals up to the present date. The 13s. 6d. being the least used, has only
recently been put into circulation. The second issue of 1880 is even now
occasionally found.

The cancellations are as directed by the Act; and as there is a heavy penalty
for removing the stamps without first destroying them, it is almost impossible
to obtain perfect specimens.

The colours of this series are somewhat similar to the last, but differed slightly
in shade, They are as follows :

1s. 3d., orange. I 4s. 6d., scarlet. 98, pale green.
2a. 3d., ultramarine, 8s. 9d., mauve, 13s. 6d., violet-black.

The numbers obtained up to date are—

1e. 34, 121,000, 4a. 6d., 380,000. I 9s., 45,000.
2. 3d,, 122,000, 6. 9d., 109,000. 13s. 6d., 8000,
SYNOPSIS.

Issue MarcH, 1880.
Lithographed in the Colony on thick white wove unwatermarked paper;
perforated 11}.  (ZUlustration 61.)
1 shilling and 3 pence, blue and red.
2 shillings ,, 3 ,,
4 5 w6, »
e » 9 n
9, blueand red.
13, and 6 pence, blue and red.
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IssuE LATER 1IN 1880.
Lithographed in the Colony on thick white wove unwatermarked paper;
perforated 113, (Zllustration 62.)
1 shilling and 3 pence, yellow.
2 shillings ,, 3 , ultramarine,
4 , , 6 , vermilion.

6 , ,9 , mave

9 green.
13,  and 6 pence, black.

Issuz END oF 1881 To 1890.
Engraved and printed by Messrs. Bradbury, Wl]hnaon, & Co., of London,
upon medium white wove paper; £ 14}, (.
63, 64.)

1 shilling and 3 pence, orange.
2 hillings ,, 3 ,, ultramarine,
4 5 5, 6 , scarlet

6 , 59 , mauve

9 , palegreen.

13, and 6 pence, violet-black.
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CHAPTER XX.
POSTMARKS AND CANCELLATIONS.

RIOR to the introduction of postage stamps postmarks of various kinds had

been used ; but these are of minor importance, as the object of this chapter
is to describe postmarks and cancellations with reference to their immediate
bearing upon the stamps found upon letters, or to explain the absence of such
stamps.

I may, however, mention three types of postmark in use prior to 1853,
as they continued to be used after that date.

These were: (@) Circle formed by a single line containing small crown,
beneath which is the word “Free” in large block letters, followed by the date
of the month and year in two lines. Stamped in red. Denoted that the letter
was officially franked. (b) Singleine dismond containing the words “ Prepaid”
in an arch and the date in two straight lines. Red. Denoted that the
postage had been prepaid, and subsequently to 1853 that stamps of sufficient
value to pay the postage were on the letter. () Single-lined circle containing
the word “Launceston” in block letters in arch above, date and month in a
straight line in the lower part of the circle, and year in arch below. Black.
Date stamp of the Launceston office.

The postmarks and cancellations found on letters after the introduction
of adhesive stamps are numerous and varied. I will endeavour to describe as
many as possible, but as many of the small country Post Offices resorted to
various makeshifts of a more or less temporary character, the list must necessarily
be incomplete, still for all practical purposes it will be useful as a guide to the
source from which the letter or stamp emanated, and the approximate date on
which it was posted.

In October, 1853, the Post Offices were numbered afresh and supplied with
the stamp for obliterating purposes which had been engraved by H. and C. Best.
(See Chapter IL) These stamps consisted of the office number with four diminish-
ing horizontal lines above and below, and flanked on each side by three curved
vertical lines of the same length, the whole forming an oval. The following is a
list of the Post Offices, with their respective numbers (which commenced at

No. 10):

10. Antill Ponds. 17. Breadalbane. 24, Cullenswood.
11. Avoca. 18. Campbell Town. 25. Deloraine.
12. Brighton. 19. Port Arthur (Cascades). 26. Evandale.
13. Bothwell. 20. Circular Head. 27. Emu Bay.
14. Bridgewater. 21. Carlton. 28, Fingal.

15. Brown’s River. 22. Carrick. 29. Falmouth.
16. Bishopsbourne. 23, Cleveland. 30, Forcett.
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31. Green Ponda, 43, Macquarie Plaina. 54, Sorell.
32 George Town. 44, New Norfolk. 56. Spring Hill.

33. Glenorchy. 45. Norfolk Plaiz. 56, Spring Bay.

34, Grove. 46, New Town. 57. Westbury.

35. Hamilton. 47, Oatlands. 58. Waterloo Point.
36. Huon. 48, Ouse, altered to Cas- |69 60. Launceston.

37, Jericho. cades Oct. 13,1854, | 6, 62,

38, Jerusalem. 49, Port Sorell. cados, | Hobart Town.
39. Kangaroo Point, 50. Perth. 102, Norfolk Teland.
40. Kelly's Point. 51. Prossers Plains. 65, Three Hut Point.
41. Lake River. 52, Ross. 66, Port Cygnet.

42, Macquarie River, 53. Richmond. 67. Banes Bay.

From time to time subsequently fresh offices were established and new
numbers assigned them, but I have no list of these. The numbers were all
changed in 1870.

In the Hobart Town Gazette for Tuesday, 25th October, 1853, among the
“Regulations for the guidance of the Post Office Department, under the Act
of Council 17th Victoria, No. 6, are the following, bearing upon the subject of
this chapter :
““DISPATCH AND RECEIPT OF MAILS.
«10. Name of Post Office and date to be written on every Letter.—Each

Postmaster is to write carefully on the face of every Letter put into his

Post Office the name of his Office, with the date on which each Letter may

e posted, until stamps are provided with moveable dates, which will be done

as soon 8 possible, in order to decrease the Postmaster’s trouble in carrying

into effect this instruction.

11, Stamps provided as soon as possible. Great care required in changing

correctly the moveable figures dasly. Great care in changing the letters denoting

the month.—When the Stamps alluded to in the foregoing Rule are supplied to

the Postmasters, it will be most important that all Letters should bear a clear

impression of the dated stamp of the office at which they may be posted ;

and great care must be taken that the moveable figare be correctly changed

at the commencement of each day, when an impression of the Stamp must

be made in 8 book to be kept for that purpose. The like care must be taken

that the moveable letters denoting the month be correctly changed on the

morning of the first day of each month before any Letters be stamped.

POSTAGE STAMPS.

24, “ Obliteration of Postage Stamps. Particular care enjoined thereon.—
When Letters are posted all Stamps on them must be carefully obliterated
with the Stamp furnished for that purpose. In the obliteration of Stamps
the black composition supplied for the purpose mut always be used ; and
Postmasters and others are enjoined to be particularly careful in the per-
formance of this part of their duty.”

The principal obliteration found on the stamps of 1853-5 is of course this
black numbered cancellation. The mixing of the composition, however, or the
temporary exhaustion of printing ink, was the cause of many stamps passing
through the post with either a very slight cancellation or with none at all. This
laxity called forth a circular to all Postmasters dated 9th May, 1854, calling atten-
tion to the fact of stamps having been frequently allowed to pass without being
duly obliterated, and the P General enjoined great care in the obliteration
by means of the numbered stamp, and added, “In the event of any Postmaster
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being out of printing ink the postage stamps are to be obliterated with a common
pen and ink, thus

This “pen and ink” cancellation is of very frequent occurrence, especially on
the Four Pence. It is not unfrequently accompanied by the office number in
addition, and the form of cancellation as sketched on the circular is generally very
closely adhered to,

The name of the post town and date in figures, or date alone, is also very often
met with, and this latter form of cancellation is often mistaken by collectors for an
obliteration denoting fiscal use ; but as there was no Stamp Duty Act until October,
1863, there is no reason for any such conclusion.

Other cancellations to be found are, “N. Norfolk ” and date in two lines, in
black; “ Macquarie Plains” in two lines, in small block letters, in black, generally
accompanied by the date in pen and ink ; “Camp Town” and date in oblong frame,
in black, from New Norfolk, Macquarie Plains, and Campbell Town respectively.

Under date the 19th Decomber, 1853, an estimate of articles required by the
Post Office Department for the year 1855 contains the following particulars :

“Engraved stamps (for stamping letters), with moveable dates and boxes
of Type for changing the letters denoting the several months of the year, and
figures for the dates of the month—Eighteen—, Remarks : These stamps
are desired to be similar to those used in the General Post Office, London.
Tmpressions of the several stamps required are annexed.

“Engraved Stamps. Four of each with the words, «Insufficiently
Stamped,” “Not Stamped,” “Registered,” “Too Late”; two each of
“ Missent to Hobart Town,” “Missent to Launceston,”  Advertised but
Unclaimed,” “ Not Known,”  Cannot be Found.”

“ Composition Bozes and Balls, or pads and brushes for inking, same as
used in the London office.

“ Red and Black Printing Inks.

“Qffice seals, small. Three, Small, oval shape, with Crown in centre, and
the words, ““General Post Office, Hobart Town, V.D.L,” encircling the Crown.

“Office seals, small Same as last, but with “ Launceston” for “ H.T.”

«Office Seals, small. Two, With Royal Arms, and same with words,
“Post Office, Launceston.”

1 have seen impressions from these office seals struck in black ink as makeshift
postmarks.

The articles required were obtained and put into use eatly in 1855, and the
Post Office letter book contains the following list of

“ Impressions of Stamps in use at the General Post Ofice, Hobart Town,
Tasmania.
Braue, PURPOSE.

“Large cireular stamp; General Post Office,
Hobart Town, over crown, date in two}Ship letters outwards.
lines below crown ;

Oblong, with: ronndsd camers ; {Ship Letize
Tnwards Free’ in block letters in seml-}ship letters inwards.
circle, enclosing date in two lines; red .
Circle ; “Pre-paid’ in semi-cirele, date in two
s g }huma letters outwards,
Samo circle aa last, broken with n'.ru)ght 10} o Tt nwards
at bottom ; red .
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Circle; containing crown over ‘Free, und; Franked letters,

date in two lines ; red

Oblong; containing Pre-paid’ 10 (1) (4) ) Respective deliveries of District
oclock, and date in two lines; red . . or Town Post.

¢Registered,” ¢ Missent to Hobart Town, ¢ Not
Stamped,’ *Insufficiently Stamped,’ *Too
Late’ (in Italics), ‘Advertised but Un-
claimed,’ ‘Not Known,’ ‘Cannot be Found;’
allin red .

Oval formed of four horizontal lines snd thres
curved vertical lines containing block figures

€61,” 4647 68, thus ((68)))

According to their respective
circumstances.

Obliteration of postage stamps.”

In addition to the above I have seen one consisting of the words “To be
delivered—free of postage” in two lines enclosed in a singlelined oblong frame
struck in red beside the stamp.

Generally speaking, the Hobart obliterating stamp contains no number, the
space being filled up with the slightly curved vertical lines, fifteen in all,

A not uncommon cancellation found on the stamps of 1855-7 (wmk. star
is a large figure 4 struck in black.

Macquarie Plains during 1857-9 used a black circle composed of four segments,
which has much of the effect of the Sicilian postmark when surrounding the
Queen’s head.

About 1863 the Post Offices were supplied with a postmark consisting of
the name of the post town in a half circle, the lower portion of the circle being
filled up by a single line, enclosing the date in three lines. There are two types
of these—one entirely enclosed in a single line circle, the other with the upper
half of the circle formed by the name of the post town.

In 1870 the Hobart and Launceston obliterators were further altered by
having the name *Tasmania” inserted between the horizontal lines; and in 1889
this was further altered by the substitution of “Hobart” and “Launceston, Tas”
for Tasmania.

Stamps cancelled “Late Letter” are those posted after the advertised hour
of closing of the mail, and which are charged a late letter fee.

Letters bearing the imprint “Posted out of course” are those placed in the
‘wrong box at the G.P.0., through which error they might have missed a mail.

“Insufficiently stamped ” letters are stamped at the Post Office when called
for by the adressee and cancelled with those words.

The large “Ship letter outwards” postmark does not seem to have been used
much after 1870, its place being taken by the date stamp and obliterator conjoined.

A roulette obli isting of a series of hori: 1 lines and the letters
“G.P.0.,” was received from Melbourne in June, 1870, but was not much uscd.
It was intended to use it for cancelling large batches of stamps on parcels, but
was seldom required, and soon fell into disuse.

All adhesive fiscal stamps were obliterated by the date written across in pen
and ink, and occasionally the stamp of some office, such as the Judge’s Associate in
addition,
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APPENDIX.

—_—

A.
ETURNS of Postage Stamps printed and issued to the Post Office Department
from 1st October, 1854, to September, 1870, inclusive.
“Return of Postage Stamps printed under the direction of the Postmaster-
General from the 1st of October to the 31st Decomber, 1853, inclusively.
“Mr. Henry Best, Printer.
“PosTaGE StAMPS PRINTED.

Description of Stamps. Number of Stamps. Valoe.
One Penny g . 5 . 65976 .. 27418 0
Four Penny : . . . 266400 .. 4440 0 O

332,376 £471418 0

“PosTAGE STAMPS I8SUED.
Tssued to Stamp Saleroom. One Penny . 8,448 3% 40
- . Four Penny . 25584 4% 8 0
Issued to Country Postmasters. One Penny . 13,176 5418 0
i i Four Penny . 65,664 1094 8 0
Issued to Authorised Agents.  One Penny . 17,493 . 7217 8
" i Four Penny . 36100 .. 60116 4
Remaining on hand 2nd day of ) One Penny . 26,860 .. 11118 4
Jan,, 1854. Four Penny . 139,043 .. 9317 7 8

“(Sd)  FaEpaick Coape SMITH, Postmaster-General,
“(84)  HenR Best, Printer of Postage Stamps.”

From 1st January, 1854, the returns are on printed forms, headed with Date
~— Description—Number—and Value—of which the first three only need be
particularised here, and state that the stamps were received from Mr. Henry Best.

Date. Description.

1 January to 31 January, 1854 . . One Penny
" » i . Four Penny

1 February to 28 February, 1854 . One Penny

1 March to 31 March " . Nil return

1 April to 30 April o . Nilretum .

1 May to 31 May = : . One Penny
i e " s . Four Penny

1 June to 30 June ” . . Nil return
1 July to 31 July » . . One Penny
= = . 2 . Four Penny

1 August to 31 August, 1854 5 . Nil return
1 September to 30 September, 1854 . . One Penny
A » . . . Four Penny
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Date.
1October to 30 October, 1854 .
1 November to 30 November

»

» ” P
1 December to 31 December
1 January to 31 January, 1855

»

» " "
1 February to 28 February, 1855

» .

» M
1 March to 31 March "
» » "
1 April to 30 April »
» » n
1 May to 31 May n
- » » » 3
1 June to 30 June s .
" » » .
1 July to 31 July w .
n  » »

From this date the return states

Colonial Treasurer (star wmnk.).

1 August to 30 August, 1855

» ” " .
1 September to 30 September, 1855 .
» » noo.

» » n oo
1 October to 31 October *

1 November to 30 November
1 December to 31 December  ,, .
1 January to 31 January, 1856 s

noo.

5 S

1 February to 39th February, 1856
5 " .

1 March to 31 March .

1 April to 30 April

1 April to 30 April, 1856

Deseription.
Nil return
One Penny
Four Penny
Nil return
One Penny

Four Penny

Number.

Nil.
83,520

10,500
20,400”

that the stamps were received from the

n e .
(Printed by Mr. Best.

» . .
(Received from Colonial T

One Penny
Four Penny
One Penny
Two Penny
Four Penny
Two Penny
Four Penny
Nil return
One Penny
Four Penny
One Penny
Four Penny
Nil return
One Penny

)

Two Penny
Four Penny

reasurer.)

From 1st May to 31st October stamps were reccived
Treasurer only, and Best certifies to have printed none.

1 May to 31 May, 1856
1 June to 30 June ,,
1July to 31 July ,,
1 August to 31 August, 1856
1 September to 30 September, 1856 .
1 October to 31 October v
» »
1 November to 30 November
»

»
»

1 December to 31 December, 1856

e ¥
(These last from Best.

Four Penny
Nil return
Four Penny
Four Penny
Nil return
Two Penny
Four Penny
Four Penny
One Penny
)

Nil return

from

* This and following returns give nil to other values.
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Nil.
120,000
52,080
4,080

Nil
12,000
56,160
36,000
60,000
12,000
60,000

67,680
60,000
60,000

the Colonial

60,000

60,000
60,000
24,000
60,000
60,000
71,760
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Date. Descriytion. Number. Source.

1 Junuary to 31 January, 1857 ... Four Penny ... 60,000 ... Treasurer.
-, ” » Two Penny 37,200 Henry Best.
1 February to 28 February, 1857 ... Four Penny ... 84,000 ... Treasurer.
1 March to 30 April o Nil returns,
1 May to 31 May » Four Peuny ... 171,600 ... Henry Best.
1 June to 30 July & il returns,
1 August to 31 August 5 One Penny 60,240 Henry Best.

% 2 - Two Penny 38,400 %

= 4 » ... Four Penny 59,760 i
1 September to 30 September, 1857 . . Four Penny ... 60,000 ”
1 October to 31 October . Two Penny 21,120 "

n e B Four Penny ... 120,240 ... 5
1 November to 30 November ,, ... Two Penny ... 59,760 ... "

Four Penny ... 241,440 ...
Nore.—These last two, and all subsequent lots printed by Best, were deposited with
the Colonial Treasurer, and re-issued to the Post Office as required.
1 December to 31 December, 1857 ... Four Penny ... 24,000 .. Treasurer.

" o One Penny ... 60,240 Henry Best.
7 W h Four Penny ... 237,360 ,,
1 January to 31 January, 1858 Six Penny ... 360,000 England.

... One Shilling ... 360,000
(Theu last two lots also were deposited with the Tm.mm for Te-i ume)

1 Junuary to 31 January, 1858 ... One Pemny ... 24240 ... Treasurer.
5t o » .. FourPemny .. 48210 ... -
s ,, » .. SixPemmy .. 12000 ... 4
“ & » .. OneShilling ... 12,000 .. i

From this date it will only be necessary to mention the returns of stamps
printed, as in all cases they wero deposited with the Treasurer, and re-issued as
required by the Post Office.

1 April to 30 April, 1858 ... Two Penny ... 177,600 Henry Best.

1 May to 31 May  , One Penny ... 120,480 i
1 November to 30 November, 1858 ... Two Penny ... 180,240 y
1 February to 28 February, 1859 One Penny 60,180 5

1 May to 31 May 5
1 August to 31 August "
1 November to 30 November ,,
1 February to 29 February, 1860

Four Penny ... 138,960 "
One Penny ... 300,960 ... John Davies.
Four Penny ... 403,440 ...

Two Penny ... 360,000

1 March to 31 March 4 .. SixPemny ... 360,000 W

1 February to 28 February, 1861 ... Four Penny ... 120,000 =

1 April to 30 April = Four Penny ... 239,520 W

August, 1861 § One Penny ... 359,280 »

February, 1862 . Four Penny ... 120,960 >

March ... Four Penny ... 240,000

24 March, 1863 ... Four Penny ... 359,040 J%ﬂflf;;‘l‘;;“

April 5 Six Penny ... 300,000 ... 2

28 October ,, Ine S?i‘;}jg;g’ 60,000 ... M. L. Hood.

16 November, 1863 ... One Penny ... 360,960 &~

18 January, 1864 ... Ten Shillings 30,000 »

St ol ... FiveShillings... 30,000 &

21 April ... Four Penny ... 360,960 %
otherwise mentioned, Mr. Best each month certificd to have printed no stamps
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From this date, the printing press being set up in the Government Printing
Office, all stamps were printed in that Department. Hardisty, the copper plate
printer who had been employed both by Davies and Hood, being also employed
by the Government Printer for the work.

July, 1864 «. Two Pence ... 299,760 ... Govt. Printer.
August ,, .« TwoPence .. 60,480 ... .
December, 1864 Three Pence ... : -
February, 1865 Six Pence =
March Four Pence ,,
September ,, One Penny -
Apri, 1866 Four Pence

One Penny

May ,,
February, 1867

Oue Penny ,,
March Four Pence =
April e . Six Pence i
September ,, ... One Penny "
November ,, Four Pence i
July, 1868 One Penny "
October, 1868 Four Pence -
April, 1869 .. One Penny ,,
September, 1869 One Penny ”
October Four Pence 5
November Six Pence "
May, 1870 Two Pence -
August ,, One Penny 4
September, 1870 Four Pence ... 60,000 ... o

Total number of stamps printed from August, 1857, to September, 1870,
of the following designations :

it One Penny ... 3,800,240
v;;’:f&'ﬁ::"“:gm“’ on { Two Pence ... 1,377,600 § Printed in Hobart.
Four Pence ... 4,863,360 y
Tasmania ... { Six Pence .. ,100,240 } 3‘:&?;:‘;?;‘(‘)‘;_"::
Do. One Shilling... 360,000 ... Printed in England.
NumBess OF STaMPs IN Stock oN 31sT DECEMBER, 1889.
jd,omnge . . . 179,580
4d,yellow . . . 28280
3d. . . . 695,920 } A few sheets of Queen’s head 3d. and 6d.
6d. ¢ Platypus. . . 111,060§ are included in this number.
Is. ... 205,560
9d,blue . . . 6780 (of the 1871 printing).
10d,black . . . 28620( , 1870 , ).
be,mauve . . . 51,780 (a few St. George and Dragon also).
92.6d,carmine . . . 78,540 ] These numbersincludethestock of Essays,
10s,orange . . . 34320 also 2s. 6d. and 10s, overprinted.
2d. (envelopes) . . 107,268
a( , ) . . 148
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B.

“The Post Office Department Dr. to H. and C. Best.
1856, To cp. printing 282 impressions from 1d. pluze, 67,680 shmps

April 18t at 1/9 per 1000 v v 519 0
to 3lst. ,, Paper for do. . 8 6
Nov. 18t ,, cp. printing 324 i Impmlum from 1«1 phu*, 77 760 mmpu
to 30th, at 1/9 per 1000 . 616 6
»» Paper for do. . 0 6
1857.  ,, cp. printing 155 i xmpmsmns from 24. plate, 3, 200 sh.\mps
Jan. lst at 1/9 per 1000 S 5 . 349
to 31st. ,, Paper for do. . 40
May 1t ,, cp. printing 715 xmpreuwns from 4d. ylnm, 171,600
to 3lst. stamps at 1/9 per 1000 150 0
»» Paper for do. 15
Aug. 18t ,, cp. printing 251 i mpremom from 1d. plate, 60,240 stamnps
to 3lst. at 1/9 per 1000 550
W » ¢p. printing 160 impressions from 4. plate, 38,400 stamps
at 1/9 per 1000 0 366
i » cp. printing 249 impressions from dd plate, 59 760 shmps
at 1/9 per 1000 5 5 5 . 550
£47 4 9"
C.

Tue Hobart Town Guzelte, Tuesday, September 2Tth, 1853 :

“PUBLIC NOTICE.
“GENERAL PosT OFFICE, 6th Scptember, 1853.
“Tre Post Orrice Acr, 1853.

“Notice is hereby given that the new Post Office Act of 1853 will come
into operation on the 1st day of November next,

“ Al Letters and_Packets must be Prepaid.—That on and from that date all
Letters and Packets (Newspapers alone excepted) posted at any of the Post Offices
of this colony must bo prepaid by means of adhesive stamps.

“ Where the Stamps may be Procured.—That the stamps will be sold at
Hobart Town, in large or small quantities as may be required, at the General
Post Office, Messrs. Walch & Sons, Elizabeth Street, and Messrs. Huxtable & Co.,
Murray Street; at Launceston Post Office, and the most respectable bookseliers
in Launceston, and at the various Post Offices throughout the island.

“ Purties posting Letlers, §c., to ascertain ezact Weight.—The public ar
particularly requested to ascertain the exact weight of their Lettors and Packets
before posting them, in order to enable them (the senders) to affix the correct
stamps upon each Letter or Packet, as all such as may not have stamps upon them
equal in value to the amount of postage to which they may respectively bo
chargeable cannot be forwarded, but will be detained at the Post Office at which
they may have been posted.

“Daily Lists of Lelters, §c., insufficiently Stamped.—That daily lists of
Letters and Packets which may be dropped into the letter-boxes of the several
Post Offices, and which may not bear the requisite stamps, or which may bear
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stamps but insufficient in value, will be exhibited on the exterior of the respective
Post Offices at which they may have been posted.

« District or Touwn Letters and Puckets.—Letters and Packets intended to le
left, till called for at the Post Office at which they may be posted, or for delivery
within the same city or town, must bear & stamp of the value of One Peuny
for each } oz. in weight.

“Inland and Ship Letters and Packets—Inland (or country) Letters and
Packets to be forwarded from one part of the Colony to another, and Ship Letters
and Packets to be transmitted to England, India, or any of the Colonies, per sailing
vessels or per steamers, whether direct or vid Melbourne, must bear a stamp of the
value of Four Pence for every § oz in weight

Ship Letters Inwards.—Ship Letters amving from England, Indis, or any
of the Colosita, Wil ke dalivered: Tn, TIobart Towms A1 Tavhoscon, and b tho
several Post Offices in the interior of the colony, free, being by the Act of Council
exempted from all postage whatsoever.

“ Afiidavits, Bankers Parcels, Periodicals, §c. :

« Affidavits, Bankers’ Parcels, Con-\ Marked as such by the sender,
yeyances,  Deeds, Judgments, |  with his name and address
of any bscribed  thereon, and not
Court_of Jusnce, Patterns or [ containingany letter or episto-
Samples of Merchandize, Wills, | lary communication or intelli-
Tits. gence,
“Catalogues, Magazines, Pamph-\ Marked as euch by the sender,
lets, Poriolicals) Price Cmm, with his name and address
ibed thereon, and not

ceedings of Caonl Legiliiiie,| ontaintigany loties orepisto.
Reviews, Votes of Parliament, | lary communication or intelli-
Votes of Colonial Legislature. gence, and open at each end,

must bear a stamp of the value of Four Pence for each 4 ozs. in weight.

“ Books, Placards, Charts, Music, §c.—Packets of Books, Charts, Maps, Music,
Placards, and Prospectuses, when forwarded from one part of the colony to
another, or when posted at Hobart Town or Launceston for transmission to
England, India, or any of the colonies, must bear stamps o the value of Six Pence
Tor every 4 ozs. in weight; and when posted at any of the Post Offices in the
interior of the Colony to be forwarded beyond sea, they must bear stamps to the
value of One Shilling for each 4 ozs. in weight—Six Pence being the inland rate of
postage, and the additional Six Pence the ship packet rate,

“ Registered Letters, §c.—Letters and Packets may be registered at the option
of the senders, but all such must bear stamps to the value of One Shilling,
as the registration feo beyond the amount of stamps required for postage according
to weight.

“ How the Stamps are to be afized.—The postage stamps must be affixed
upon the outside of all Letters and Packets above the address written upon them,
as by Act of Council no Postmaster is bound to take any notice of or pass any
stamp or stamps which may be affixed on any other part of a letter or packet.

“(8d.) ¥. C. Suitn, Postmaster-General.”

In Regulations under 17 Vict. No. 6, Gazette, 25th October, 1853 :

“The letter-carriors will perambulate their several beats every evening (Sundays
excopted), from five to six o'clock, ringing bells, in order to collect such Letters
and Newspapers as the inhabitants of Hobart Town and its suburbs may be
desirous of sending per post, whether Inland or Ship Letters, but the postage on both
these descriptions of Letters must be prepaid by stamps; and the letter-carriers are
authorised to demand the sum of One Penny on cach Letter, and One Halfpenny on
each Newspaper, which they collect as theif own perquisite.”
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Gazette, 22nd April, 1856, 19 Vict. No. 20, notified that arrangements had
been mado with the Postmaster-General (of Great Britain) for the transmission
by ship of lelters to and from this Colony at the following rates:

“On every letter not exceeding half an ounce in weight transmitted by
the Post between any place in the United Kingdom and the Colony of Tasmanin,
direct or through any other Colony, or through any foreign country, there shall
be charged and taken in lieu of any rates of British postage now payable by law
on such letters an uniform Dritish rate of Six Pence.

“On every letter not exceeding half an ounce in weight transmitted by the
Post between Tasmania and any other of Her Majesty’s Colonies, or any foreign
country through the United Kingdom (whether through any Colony or foreign
country or not), there shall be charged and taken in lieu of any rates of British
postage now payable by law on such letters the rates of British postage following,
that is to say :

“For the conveyance of every such letter between Tasmania or any part of
the United Kingdom a rate of Six Pence ; and for the conveyance of every such
letter between the port in the United Kingdom of the departure or arrival of the
packet or ship conveying the same, and the Colony or foreign country to or from
which the same shall be forwarded, such a further or additional rate of postage as
shall from time to time be charged and payable for British postage on letters posted
or delivered at the port in the United Kingdom of the departure or arrival of the
packet or ship conveying the same and transmitted direct between such port and
any such Colony or foreign country.

“That every additional half ounce in weight should be chargeable with a full
additional rate of postage. (8d.) I L. F. Youxa.

“15th April, 1856.”

Gazette, 27th January, 1857, contains a notice with reference to the compulsory
prepaymient of the entire postage on all letters transmitted from Tasmania to any
part of the United Kingdom vié Marseilles; and also the British postage rates
chargeable on lotters, newspapers, and packets directed to British Colonies or
foreign parts, forwarded through the United Kingdom, vié Marseilles, or vid
Southampton, giving the following examples :

IXAMPLE A.
“A letter directed to any part of the United States, weighing over } oz. but
not excoeding } oz. and intended to be forwarded vi Marseilles, \vou]d require:

“1st. Tasmanian Postage Stamp . 6%
ond. English Postae, to be paid. in cah at the window of

the Post Office at which it may be posted . 08

3rd. French trausit rate, also to be prepaid incash . . 0 6

Total cost E"
“Exauris C.
“A lotter addressed to any part of the United Kingdom, forwarded vid
Marseillos, if above } oz. and not excoeding § oz would require ;

@
“1st. Tasmanian Postage Stamp i
2nd. French transit rate, to be paid in cash at the window of the
Post Office at which it may be posted 6
Total cost 10"

“If above } oz and not exceeding § oz. two stamps of Four Pence each and
Nine Pence in cas

“ Letters for the United Kingdom sent vid Southampton are only subjected to
the Tasmanian Ship Letter Postage, prepaid by means of Postage Sta

“Under this arrangement all Letters, Newspapers, and Packets el
ate delivered free. (Sd)  F. C. Suirs, Postmaster-General.”
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Gazette, 22nd September, 1857 :
“GENERAL Post OFFICE,
“21at September, 1857.
“PUBLIC NOTICE.

“ Discontinuance of the Retail Sale of Postage Stamps at the General Post Offce.

« Notice is hereby given, that on and from Thursday, the Ist October proximo,
the sale of Postage Stamps at the room hitherto denominated ‘The Stamp Salo
Room,’ attached to this Department, and also at the window of this Office, will be
wholly discontinued.

“Lots of the value of Five Pounds and upwards, consisting of undivided
sheets, can, however, be obtained on application to the Postmaster-General.

“Small quantities of Postage Stamps, from tho date above mentioned, can
therefore be purchased only at the authoriscd Agents, Messrs, Walch and Sons,
corner of Elizabeth and Liverpool Streets, or other vendors.

«Partics posting letters or packets are requested to take the greatest possible
care that the correct Postage Stamps are placed upon them, nccording to their
weight, in order to prevent disappointment by their detention here in consequence
of their being ‘insufficiently stamped.’ (Sd) F.C. S,

“ Postmaster-General.”

Subscquent Gazette notices are referred to in the chapters upon the stamps to
which they immediately relate.
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