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corner squares in its second state and the very rare stamp PB re-entry,
third state, which was produced by the provisional printing. Withdrawn
March 23rd, 1841. Destroyed November 12th, 1841,

Plate 6. Registered June 17th, 1840. Printing probably started a
day or two earlier on June 15th. Not used for either provisional or red
printings. Defaced January 9th, 1841. Destroyed January, 1842. The
plate was very badly constructed and soon showed signs of wear. As stamps
are known in a second state, repairs must have taken place. These repairs
were carried out very carelessly and probably done at various times during
its short but very busy life.

Plate 7. Registered July 8th, 1840. Printing started, according to
records, nearly a fortnight before on June 26th, but may possibly have started
earlier as the plate was finished and ready on June 19th, the earliest date of

use being July 8th, the date of registration. Not used for either provisional

or red printings. Defaced January 9th, 1841. Destroyed January, 1842

Like Plate 3, there is no evidence that it was ever repaired. Plate 7 was
used for an experimental printing on a thinner and less sized paper with a
view to rendering the stamps more adhesive. It was, however, decided that

this was not practicable as the gum showed through these sheets of lighter 3

paper.
Plate 8. Registered July 3lst, 1840, but printing probably started

.sometime between July 3rd and 31st, although no used stamp is known

before September 5th, 1840. Used for red printing but not provisional.
Withdrawn March, 1841. Destroyed September 8th, 1341,

Like Plate 7 this was also used for experimental purposes. This
happened when in December, 1840, an immediate trial was ordered of two
new blue colours to see if they were fugitive. No “Two Pence” plate being
available and it not being considered necessary to get one ready, Plate 8,
which was in use at the time, was used for this trial, which resulted in the
“One Penny Blue’’ of which only two copies are known.

Plate 9. Registered November 9th, 1840. There seems to be no record
of the first day of printing but stamps are known to have been used soon
after registration, as the earliest date known is November 18th. Used for
provisional and red printings. Withdrawn March 1841. Destroyed October
Tth, 1843.

Plate 10. Registered December 8th, 1840. Like Plate 9, there is no
record of the actual date of the first printing, but it was probably in Decem-
ber, with January 2nd, 1841, as the earliest known date of use. It was used
for the red and provisional printings. During this red prin‘ing, either as a
result of being very hard worked or for some other reason the plate does not
seem to have been very satisfactory, as on March 27th Rowland Hill wrote
to his brother Edwin complaining of badly printed specimens of the One
Penny from Plate 10, saying “I am of opinion that, unless arrangements
can be made to guard against the possibility of stamps so badly printed
being issued, it will be unsafe to continue the present course and that an

entirely new kind of label must be ‘adopted without delay. Please com- .

municate with Messrs. Perkins & Co., etc., etc.”
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As a result of this letter, Plate 10 was withdrawn from use, and with it
also Plates 1, 2, 5, 8 and 9. The printing of the One Penny stamps ceased
entirely from March 23rd to April 23rd, 1841, so it appears that Plat)es 1 2
E 8 9 and 10 were not used after the first of these dates, although Plate 10
'“fa;w.t destroyed until February 21st, 1843.

Plate 11. This plate is in a class by itself, as it was registered on January
97th, 1841, for the new issue of the Penny Red on February l(izh, 1841.
" The only black stamps ever printed from it were some 700 sheets,
during the provisional printing, hence their rarity, ukn('x \hg earliest date
known of a black stamp is February 4th, 1841. After this it was used
for the red printing and was destroyed January 15th, 1842. shuis

Plate 11 was used in April, 1841, for printing eight sheets on Dickinson
vaper, about which it was reported by the printers: “The paper prmt}s:
well and the colour is good, but not strong enough for the gumming process.
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The first day—May 6th, 1840




PLATING THE STAMPS

VERY one of the Penny Black stamps has been plated, and it is hoped

that the following suggestions may help the non-specialist to be successful

in plating any of these most interesting of all stamps which he happens to
have in his collection.

Counting 1A and 1B as two plates, there are 2,880 stamps, of which

about 500 show no very definite marks to indicate from which one of the

plates they have come. The task of allo ting a great many of them, each to

its own particular plate, is often quite simple, but with many it is not so

easy and with a few sometimes it may be quite difficult.

A stamp is recognized as coming from any particular plate by finding
upon it in a certain position one of the marks, such as a Re-entry, Guide
Line, Dot, etc., or some characteristic of the plate from which it was printed,
such as the Ray or “O” Flaw.

Finally, except in the cases of Plate 1A and 1B, a stamp may be plated
by the position of the Check Letters in the corner squares. On a great many
of these stamps more than one definite clue by which they can be eacsily
plated are present, but there are also several on which there may be no clue
at all.

A method of plating some of these stamps without any clue is described
under Plate 3, as so many of this type come from it. When examining a
stamp first notice its general appearance and colour, and look especially
for the Ray Flaw, which, if present, will limit your selection to Plates 1A,

1B or 2, or for the “O” Flaw which will indicate that the stamp must have
come from either Plate 7, 8, 9 or 10. Next search carefully with a magnifying
glass for any sign of Re-entry, Guide Line, Dots or Marks, examine the
Frame Lines for any signs of extension, irregularity, weakness, etc., and
then have a good look at the letters to see if any are double, faint or of a
type peculiar to any particular plate. It may also be helpful to note whether
the Maltese Cross obliteration is in black or red, and also, if the stamp should
be on an entire or piece, to note if a date is present.

A number of stamps can be quickly plated by just a glance at the position
of the letters in the squares. When one, or sometimes both, of the letters
are placed either very high, very low, or so close as to be practically touching
a side line of the square, the stamp can often be said to have come from one
particular plate.

Having then thoroughly examined your stamp,-the following procedure
is suggested.
Refer to the detailed list AA-TL so as to confirm anything that you have

seen and also to find out whether it mentions anything which may have

been missed or which might be present but is doubtful.
22
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Suppose the stamp you require to plate is the one lettered AA.

(1) Does it show the Ray Flaw ? If so is it from Plate 1A, 1B or 2°?
Refer to the detailed list AA-TL, where you will find that if from
Plate 1A two small dots are present, if from 1B the same two dots
but also a trace of the missing Ray will be seen, and if from Plate
2 there will be a line under the first A square, but no dots.

(2) Instead of the Ray Flaw suppose the “O” Flaw should be present,
it must therefore come from Plate 7, 8, 9 or 10. If fromr Plate 8
you will find a Vertical Guide Line in the NE square and a dot
above the “S” of “POSTAGE”, and if from Plate 9 the right
Frame Line will extend below.

The AA from Plates 7 and 10 with the “O” Flaw have nothing else to
be seen and so the plating of these must be decided by the letters. Here
there should be no difficulty because the first A on Plate 7 is placed very low
to the left and the second A centrally, whilst on Plate 10 the second A is
very low and slightly to the left and the first central.

(3) When neither of the flaws is present the stamp must come from one

of the Plates 3, 4, 5, 6 or 11. On referring to the detailed list
AA-TL, it will be seen that it is quite easy to recognize.

Plate 3. Because the top of the first A is blind.

Plates 4 and 6. On both of these the right Frame Line extends below,
but on Plate 6 the extension is not so obvious and the second A tilts upwards
to the right.

The right Frame Line on AA Plate 9 also extends below, but on this
stamp there is a Vertical Guide Line in the NE square and the “O” Flaw
will also be present unless it should happen to come from the second state
of the plate when the “O”’ Flaw does not appear.

Plates 5 and 11. On both of these the bottom line has been described
as extending to the right and the lower left serif of the foot of the first
A on Plate 11 may be extended or deformed. If this cannot be confirmed
it would seem that the decision will have to depend upon the position
of the letters and here it so happens, which is not often the case, that
the letters on both plates are in much the same position, the first A
being placed centrally in the square, and the second low to the left.
The definite clue here will be that the second A on the stamp from
Plate 11 slopes downwards to the right. It must also be remembered
that the stamps from Plate 11 have a distinctive appearance and are
Very scarce.

As a matter of fact, however, where Plate 11 is concerned this method
of plating by the position of the letters is not likely to be necessary because
of the presence of two roller flaws (fully described under Plate 11) by which
every stamp except GE and GF can be easily recognized.

(1) A 7 o’clock Ray Flaw in the NE square.

(2) A small break at the top left corner of the NE square.

~ This Penny Black AA is typical of a very great number of these stamps
which can be quite easily plated without any great knowledge, but there are
also quite a lot of what might be termed “Difficult Stamps,” the plating
of which is likely to cause considerable trouble to the inexperienced collector.




DIFFICULT STAMPS

HESE are the stamps on which nothing very definite can be seen to

indicate from which Plate they have come. It sometimes happens that
a definite clue such as the presence of either the “Ray” or “O” Flaw, a
Re-entry, Guide Line or Dot, etc., which may be present has become hidden
by the Maltese Cross obliteration, or perhaps a damaged corner may have
removed the evidence of an extended Frame Line. Apart from such causes
which may be termed accidental, there are however a great many stamps the
plating of which is by no means easy.

These difficult stamps fall into three groups, as those on which :—

(@) The Ray Flaw is present but may be hidden and on which there is
nothing else definite to indicate if it is from Plate 1A, 1B or 2.

(b) The “O” Flaw is present but may be very faint or invisible and
nothing else, but must come from Plate 7, 8, 9 or 10.

(¢) Neither Ray Flaw, “O” Flaw nor anything else. These may come .

from Plates 3, 4, 5, 6 or 11, or in a few cases from Plates 2, 7, 8 or 10,
where stamps are concerned on which neither flaw ever appears.

As described elsewhere, every stamp except CL from Plate 14, all except
FI and LG from Plate 1B, and from Plate 2 all except those from FF to JL,
on which no flaw is present, can be plated by some characteristic variations
of the upper (10 o’clock) ray in the left segment and the left (7 o’clock)
and right (5 o’clock) rays in the lower segment of the top left corner square.
Much the same holds good for the “O” Flaw stamps as a great many of them
can be plated by recognizing one of the three stages of this flaw.

With many of these so-called “‘difficult stamps,”” even when the appro-
priate “Ray”’ or “O” Flaw is invisible, there may not be much difficulty to
the expert in plating them as they can often be recognized by some
characteristic of each plate apart from the rays. To the inexperienced
collector, however, this is not so easy, especially with the Group (a) stamps,
because unfortunately even if the 10 o’clock Ray Flaw should be quite distinct
and easy to detect, the other two are often not so distinct and confirmation
depends very greatly on well-printed and clear impressions; also on a
clear view not being obstructed by a post-mark obliteration. The same
difficulties are present with the “O” Flaw stamps, added to which is the fact
that this flaw is so often faintly marked and may not even be present at all
on a stamp on which it originally appeared, having been removed probably
during repair to the plate. The stamps on which neither of these flaws ever
appear are also sometimes quite difficult to plate when there is no obvious
mark of identification present, and especially so where Plates 3 and 7 are
concerned, as they are somewhat similar and perhaps also to a lesser extent
Plates 4, 5 and 6.
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DIFFICULT STAMPS

GROUP A

7 w Stamps
o ;\I;l?AB, AD,IA)AE, AF, AG, Al AJ, AL, BC, BD, BE, BF, BG, Bl B]J,
81, CB, CE, CI,C], CK, DB, DE, DG, DH, DI, D], EB, EC, EF, EH EC,
FI 'FL, GH, HB, HE, HF, KB, KF, KH, KK, LC, LD, LF, LH, L], MC,
ML NF, NH, NI, OC, OG, OK, PC, PF, PH, QE, OF, 0G; OH 0L O
QK, RC, RE S6SL ST AT e, TF, TK

"When the Ray Flaw appears on these stamps they must have come
from Plate 1A, 1B or 2 and to decide from which of the three plates any one
of them has come is only really difficult when one or more of the three types
of flaw are hidden or so faint as to be 1nV151ble.

Assuming this to be so, they can be discussed as :—

(1) Those on which the flaw cannot be seen and on which there is no
other definite mark of identification and so may be from Plate 1A,
1B or 2.

9) When Plate 2 can be eliminated they are from Plate 1A or 1B.

2
(3) Those from 1A or 2 or from 1B or 2.

Plate 1A, 1B or 2.
BG, BI, BL, CE, KH, L], OK, PH, QE, QG, RC, TB. : :
Apart from the Ray Flaw, which may not be visible, there is nothing
verv definite on these stamps but there may be some slight clue present

which indicates Plate 1B on :—

BG. Top line of NE square may be somewhat thinner. (See p. 31.)

BI, KH. The I and H are thinner than on 1A and 2. (See p. 31,

BL. Top line of NW square may appear double.

CE, RC. There may be a trace of the missing ray visible.

i J appears to be slightly larger.

OK. Trace of missing ray. Slight weakness at corner of “O”
square.

H. Cross bar of H thinner.

OE, Bottom line of E square thinner.

0G. Top line of NW square thin.

LB Bottom line of B square thinner.

It is obvious therefore that even if the Plate 1B stamps can be recognized
by these slight clues there is nothing to indicate Plate 1A or 2.

= PO 4 PO

Plate 1A Plate 1B Plate 2
Ray Flaws.
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Plates 1A or 1B

AA, AB AD AR, (AF), AG, AL, BC, BD, BE, BECL CJ, CK, DB,
DE DG, DH, DI, EB; EC, EF, (FI, FL,, GH, HB, HE, HF), KE, KK, L'l
MIL.OC RE. O, OF, RF,SC, SI, 8] TA, TC TE, TK.

All these which show the Ray Flaw, but nothing else, must have Comei

from Plate 1A or 1B as Plate 2 can be eliminated because :—

(1) There being no Ray Flaw on the Plate 2 stamps FF to JL, none}

of the above FI to HF can have come from this plate.

(2) All the other stamps except AF have something definite for Plate l

2 as distinct from Plates 1A and 1B.

AF can also be eliminated because although there is nothing on the
Plate 2 stamps, there is a dot in the NE square on both the Plate 1A and 1B
stamps.

It has already been mentioned that when the different types of Ray

Flaws can be seen there should not be much difficulty in deciding when a

stamp comes from Plate 1A or 1B, but when this is not possible it may not "

be so easy. :
This is especially so when a stamp happens to be one on which :—

(1) There is nothing very obvious for either plate.

(2) The same mark or marks of identification for both plates are
present. :

(1) Some of the above stamps may, however, be plated without much
difficulty if by chance some slight clue indicating Plate 1B can be
confirmed, such as :(—

(a) A trace of the missing 10 o’clock ray which should be present and

may be visible on AA, AD, AE, AL, BC, BD, BE, BF, DB, EB,

EC, EF, FI, HE, HF, KE, S]J, TC.
()) DG, GH, KK, QH, QL

On these there is nothing very definite for Plate 1A, but on the Plate

1B stamps the following may be seen :—

CL Side line, NE square, thinner.

81 Top line, NE square, thinner.

DG, GH. Letters G and H thinner.

KK. Each letter slightly larger.

OC. Left line has been described as re-cut.
OH. Letter H with thinner centre bar.

OI. Bottom line of I square double.

RE. Faint vertical line in R square.

S Faint scratches through postage.

On ML from Plate 1A there may be a short horizontal stroke at the top

of the M square which is not present on Plate 1B.
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(2) On the following stamps there are practically the same marks of
identification for both Plate 1A and 1B, but there may be qlso some
slight variations indicating Plate 1B, which have been described, but
which it has not been possible to confirm in all cases.

AB. Plate 1A. Dot touching side line of NE square.
Plate 1B. Dot just off the line.
AF. Plate 1A. Dot in NE square.
Plate 1B. Dot in NE square. Trace of missing 10 o’clock ray.
AG. Plate 1A. A with foot long on the left.
Plate 1B. Short vertical line from “P” of “Postage’ into the
margin.
DE. Plate 1A. Side line of NE square perfect.
Plate 1B. Side line of NE square weak.
DH. Plate 1A. Letter D blurred.
Plate 1B. D not so blurred.
DI. Plate 1A. Guide line NE square. Bottom line extends to right.

Plate 1B. Guide line, if present, very faint. Same extensions.
Letter I thinner.

- FL. Plate 1A. Faint dot outside corner of L square. Very faint
guide line in NE square.

Plate 1B. Same dot. No guide line.

HB. Plate 1A. Well marked re-entries upper squares Postage, H
square and value.

Plate 1B. Same re-entries but not so evident.
LF. Plate 1A. Guide line in NE square.
Plate 1B. Guide line very faint.
PF. Plate 1A. Bottom line extends to right.
Plate 1B. Same extension. ? Left line stronger.
SI.  Plate 1A. Line through OS of Postage.
Plate 1B. Same line. Right side weaker.
TA. Plate 1A. Dot below corner of T square.
Plate 1B. Dot fainter.
TK. Plate 1A. Left side of T enlarged at top ? double.
Plate 1B. Letter T identical.

If then it is assumed that all these slight clues can be confirmed, it would
seem that the only really difficult 1A or 1B stamps are CK and TF, TK, on
which there is nothing to indicate from which of the two plates they have
come and that all the others might possibly be plated without any reference
to the Ray Flaws. Unfortunately, this is not likely to happen and so not only
these three but probably quite a number of others will to the inexperienced
collector be very difficult.
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To decide if a particular stamp is from Plate 1A or 1B when a ray
flaw cannot be seen and on which there is nothing else present or on
which there is the same identification mark is probably one of the most
difficult plating problems of all to solve. This is so becau e¢ the
check letters are in the same position on both plates except on EJ, EK,
GC, GK, IL, JC, PA, OQL, on which the position of one or both letters on
Plate 1B are different. Several of these Plate 1A or 1B stamps can therefore
only be plated by their general make-up and appearance, together with a
good knowledge of the characteristics of each plate and the experience only

to be gained after examining a great number of them, by which some of the

principal differences may be recognized, such as :

Plate 1A

(1) The intense black of the very early and the less well defined and greyish

appearance of the later impressions due to wear of the plate.

o

(

(3) The absence of burr marks and strengthened side lines.

(4) Vertical guide lines, when present, are more definite and for the most
part only present on Plate 1A.

(5) The “Plate Dot” which often appears on Plate 1A but practically never
on 1B.

(6) If by any chance a May Date is present the stamp will be from Plate 1A.

) The tending to thicker base lines and letters.

Plates 1A or 2

Al-BGyBI B, Bl CE D] EH ECIKB. KB KH - EC LD T H T
MG, NE NH NG OKPH OF S0 -0OG O TSOK SRE CER:

Of these, BG*. BI* Bl CE KHJCOKEH, OF - (OE .06 RC TES
have all been mentioned under Plates 1A, 1B or 2, because, if the slight
clues given for Plate 1B cannot be confirmed it will then have to be decided
from which of the three Plates 1A, 1B or 2 they have come.

On the following, although there may be something to indicate Plate 1B,
there is nothing very definite by which Plate 1A or 2 can be easily recognized,
but it may. be possible on some of them to find something by which these
two plates can be separated such as on AJ, BJ, EH, KF, where the left
frame line may be weaker on Plate 1A.

D]J. There is a guide line in the NE square on 1A and 2 but not on 1B,
and the letter D on Plate 2 is slightly larger than on 1A.

OK. Plate 2. Mark of re-entry on the crossbar of T of Postage, but
this is not constant.

Except for these six stamps, on all of those mentioned above there is
something more or less definite for Plate 1B, but nothing at all by which
Plate 1A or 2 can be separated.

These will, therefore, have to be plated by the position of the letters
in the corner square. This will not cause the same trouble as with the
Plate 1A or 1B stamps as the letters on Plate 1A and 2 are not in the same
position.

*I1lustrated page 31.
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tes 1B or 2 e :
F AI, CB, PC. The difficulty with the stamps AI and CB is that there is

a vertical guide line in the NE square on Plate 1A, but on Plates 1B and 2
there is no guide line or anything gae. i :

PC. Here we have a vertical guide line in the NE squares on both th?
Plate 1A and 2 stamps. Therefore, if the guide line which has been described
but must be extremely faint) on Plate 2 can be conhrr_ned, it is a question
of Plates 1A or 2 ; if it cannot be seen, then it is a choice of Plates 1B or 2.

GROUP B

«0”’ Flaw Stamps

When the presence of the “O” Flaw cannot be confirmed on a stamp
on which it should appear, it becomes, for plating purposes, a Group C stamp,
and so may be from any plate except 1A, 1B or 2. Unless some slight clue,
apart from the “O” Flaw, as given on the list AA to TL, can l?e confirmed,
these stamps will have to be plated by some plate characteristic or perhaps
a letter indicating a particular plate and finally by the position of the letters

in the corner squares.

GROUP C

No Flaw or Any Other Mark of Identification

Beside those stamps which show either the Ray or “O” Flaw there
are many other difficult stamps on which there is nothing definite to show
from which plate they have come.

A few of these can only be from one plate because the same lettered
stamp from all the other plates will have something definite to show for
each one. There are also, however, the difficult stamps which may have come
from any one of two or more plates, including the Ray and “O”" Flaw plates
where stamps are concerned on which neither flaw appears.

Where a decision has to be made between two or more plates, most
difficulty will probably be found when it lies between two which are some-
what similar, such as 3 and 7, or 4, 5 and 6.

Plates 3 and 7

The stamps from both these plates are often very similar in appearance
and as a great many of them have no definite mark of identification, a know-
ledge of their chief characteristics is very useful when plating.

The important letters to look for on Plate 3 are especially the “P”
with the small loop and also the small “M” and narrow R e _both of which
on some stamps are blurred. On Plate 7 there is no outstanding letter, but
the “E” is of the narrow type and on some of the L’s, especially LB, LD,
LE, LH, L], the left lower serif is practically missing. Where these two
Plates are concerned there should be no difficulty with most of the stamps
AA to JB as the “O” Flaw should appear on all of these from Plate 7 as
Stage 1 or 2, but is of course entirely absent on Plate 3.
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Plates 4 and 6

The principal characteristic of these plates is the great number of
spots and dots which are present and especially so on Plate 4. Many of
them are constant and most frequently to be seen in or around the corner
squares and on the margins. So frequent are they that when one sees several
in various positions and especially in little clusters near a corner it is pretty
safe to assume that the stamp is from Plate 4.

Another point of similarity, to which Plate 5 must be added, is that the
Frame Lines are in many cases very irregular, ragged or even practically
missing, this being most frequent in Plate 6. As regards the lines around
the corner squares, the bottom lines of the first letter squares of Plate 4
often appear to be much thicker than the corresponding line on the right.

There is no characteristic letter from either Plates 4 or 6, but the L’s
in the horizontal row of Plate 4 all tend to slope upwards.

On Plate 6 scratches are often to be seen and most frequently in the
letter squares and on the lower margin.

Plate 3

As regards Plate 3 it has been mentioned that there are more than the
average number of stamps on which there is nothing very definite to indicate
any particular plate. This is so as there are about a hundred stamps on
which there is nothing, and about fifty more with only some very slight clue,
which may or may not be present or visible, indicating Plate 3.

On referring to the detailed list AA-TL, it will be seen that the stamps

AB, BB, CE and JC are good examples of how some of these Plate 3 stamps

with no definite mark of identification can or cannot be easily plated.

AB. On this lettered stamp there is something quite definite for every
plate except 3, 6 and 10. The Plate 10 stamp, however, can be easily recog-
nized by the “O” Flaw if visible. There is nothing, however, to indicate the
Plate 3 or 6 stamps, so their plating must depend on some plate characteristic
or the position of the letters in the squares.

BB. This stamp may be quite difficult as there is nothing to indicate
Plate 3, 4, 5 or 6 unless it should happen to be a State 2 Plate 5 stamp, when
the side lines would be stronger and the letters fainter. In addition the
position of the letters on the Plate 3 and 4 stamps show very little difference.

The positions are :—
Plate 3. Both letters high to the right.

Plate 4. First B high to the right.
Second B high slightly to right.

CE. The plating of this should cause little trouble as each plate,
except 2, 3 and 8, can be easily recognized and the ray flaw on Plate 2 and
the “O” Flaw on Plate 8 would also be present.
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C. Plate 1A, 1B, 4 and 11 can be easily recognized and so can Plate 2,
of the fact that there is no Ray Flaw, by a dot in the corner of C square.
Plates 8, 9 and 10 show the “O” Flaw and Plate 11 the Ray Flaw in the I\h

mer. As the “O” flaw is not present on the Plate 7 stamp, the plating
s ts between Plates 3, 5, 6 and 7. There will be nothing to look for if
{;se stamp came from 5, 6 or 7, but it may.be possible to detect a very faint
porizontal guide line on the Plate 3 stamp.

in spite

Plates 1A and 1B or Plate 2.

The above are examples where awkwardly placed cancella-
tions may mask the slight definite indications by which
the plates may be distinguished.

PB shows the small looped “P,” a
characteristic of the row in plates 10
and 11.

Plate 3, OB with the blind loop in “Q.”




EASY STAMPS

N contrast to the difficult stamps there are also several which can be
plated quite easily by noticing :—

(1) When something outstanding is present, indicating one particular?

plate, which does not appear on any other stamps of the same
lettering from the other plates.

(2) An extreme position of one or in some cases both of the letters in
the squares irrespective of anything else which may be present.

Individual Stamps

Some of these which can be quite easily recognized as coming from a

particular plate are:—
AA, Plate 3. Both A’s blind.

AA to DJ, Plate 10. These are the only stamps which show the “O™3

Flaw in stage 3.
DA and JA, Plate 1A. When the A is blurred or blind.

AB, Plate 9. AL, Plate 2. FD and GD, Plate 5. These are the onlys

stamps which show two vertical guide lines in the NE square.
BF, Plate 4. This stamp shows the top line of B square extending into
left margin.

BL and HL, Plate 8. Two distinct marks on the left margin just above.

B and H squares.

EA, Plate 2. EB, Plate 5. RL, Plate 11. On these the foot of E is

distinctly bifurcated as is also the tail of the R of RL Plate 11.
GB. Piate 1B. Curved mark on N of ONE.
KA to KL, Plate 9. Several of these and especially KC, KD, KGj
KJ and KL can be easily recognized by the extremely well defined
horizontal guide lines through the letter squares and value.

NJ, Plates 3 and 9. These are the only stamps of this lettering with
a vertical guide line in the NE square. They can be easily plated:

because of the “O”’ Flaw on Plate 9 and the fact that on the Plate
3 stamp there is also a horizontal guide line in the NE square.

PJ, Plate 11. Three curved scratches under “Penny”.

OB, Plate 3. On this stamp the loop to the “Q” is blind.

PA and RA, Plate 1A. These may be recognized as from 1A when the
A is seen to be blind, but this is not constant.

SA, Plate 3. SJ, Plate 10. These show the lower line of the NE square.

extending into the right margin.

SA and SL, Plate 10. Each stamp in this row has a small mark of re-1

entry close to the left side line of the NE square.
TL, Plate 8. Very well marked scratches over the NE square.

Other stamps which can be easily plated by characteristic letters are

some from Plate 10 and 11 by the square-footed J and all the P row by the

small loop to the P* and LA to LK with the foot of L sloping up to the right.

*See illustration page 31.
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Plate 10.

EJ, JF, JH, JI, O], QJ, SJ. These can be recognized when from
Plate 10, apart from the square J, by a distinctive mark on the right of the
_ There are one or two others, but as the mark may be very faint and not
easily seen, they are not mentioned. It is also useful to remember that
every stamp except GE, GF from Plate 11 shows the 7 o’clock Ray Flaw in the
NE corner and also that on Plate 11 several of the stamps show a very definite
weakness of the top line of the NE square.

Position of Letters

On a number of stamps it will be noticed that the position of one or in
some cases both the letters is such that if not practically touching one of the
lines of the square it is placed further from the centre than on any other
stamp from the same row and so can only come from the one plate as
indicated on the AA to TL list.
: It is not always easy to determine the actual degree of distance a letter
is from t.he dead centre of the square, such as where from slightly high, low,
to thYe right or left, it gradually becomes quite obviously or very much so.
It is, however, easy to see at a glance when the letter is quite close to
if not practically touching one of the lines of the square. Only those stamps
are mentioned which are placed in such an extreme position that they can
only come from one plate. If, as happens in a few cases, a stamp of the same
lette.rmg could come from two plates such as 3 or 4, or 7 or 8, etc., they are
not included ; but if, for instance, they come from Plate 1A or 1B with the
Ray Flaw and Plate 3 without the flaw or from Plate 4 or 8 with and without
the “O” Flaw these will be included.

. It sometimes happens that when the position of a letter is, for instance,
given as central, it may appear to the eye as slightly off centre. This is so
because, even if the centre of the stamp may coincide with the dead centre
of the square, some part of the letter may be slightly thickened. If this is
S(;, the edge of the black letter encroaching slightly on the white background
f[) the square gives the impression that it is placed just a little higher, lower,

0 the right or left according to which part of the letter is affected. The
Position of the letters, when not central, is described as slightly high, low
etc., or just high, quite high, very high or extremely so. :

The position “quite” indicates that :—
(1) Although it is obvious it is not considered very or extreme.

(2) Both letters are in much the same position but one of them appears
to be just a little higher or lower, etc.




THE RAY FLAW AND THE “O” FLAW
DESCRIPTION OF AND IMPORTANCE IN PLATING
Ray Flaw

N looking at one of these Penny Black stamps it will be seen that from |

the small circle in the centre of the upper squares there are what are
known as the Long Major rays, of which there are four, reaching up and down
to the corners thus dividing the squares into four segments, in each of which
are normally placed three smaller rays.

A ray flaw is said to be present when one of these small rays has com-
pletely or partially disappeared. When this happens it is of real help in
plating, especially as it may not always be the same ray which is affected.

The common and best known Ray Flaw, which is only seen on stamps
from Plate 1A, 1B and 2, is when there is no sign of, or perhaps only a trace
of, the so-called 10 o’clock ray, this being the uppermost of the three small
rays in the left segment of the left top square. It is generally accepted that
all stamps from Plates 1A and 1B, except CL, RL, SL, TK and TL show
this 10 o’clock Ray Flaw, whereas all the stamps CI to JL from Plate 2

do not. It follows, therefore, that the stamps CI, CJ, CK and all from the
D to J rows which do show it come from Plate 1, and that RL, SL, TK and

TL which show it, from Plate 2. ;

This flaw may also be of some help in distinguishing between Plates 1A, |

1B and 2 because on some of the Plate 1B stamps there may be seen what

looks like a faint trace of the missing ray which is entirely absent from the

same lettered stamps from Plates 1A and 2.

Trace of Missing Ray

This may be seen on the following Plate 1B stamps : AA, AD, AE, AF,
AL, BC, BD, BE, BE, CE,; DB, EB, EC, EF, FI, HE; HF, KE, NC, Olu

EE, O RC S]-10:

In addition to the 10 o’clock Ray Flaw, there are also certain alterations
in the left (7 o’clock) and the right (5 o’clock) rays in the lower segment.
These alterations cause some characteristic differences between the stamps
from Plates 1A, 1B and 2 which help very considerably in their correct
plating.

Plate 1A. The 10 o’clock ray, as already described, occurs on every l

stamp from this Plate, except CL, RL, SL, TK and TL, but as it is also

present on so many of the Plate 1B and 2 stamps, it is not of so much -

importance in plating as the 7 and 5 o’clock rays. As Dr. Oshorne states,
with the exception of CL, every stamp from Plate 1A can be distinguished
from any of the other black stamps from Plates 2 to 11 by an enlargement
or thickening of the 7 o’clock and a weakness or complete absence of the
5 o’clock ray.
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E}Zm = PO %

Plate 1A. Plate 1B. Plate 2. Plate 11.

Ray Flaws.

Plate 1B. The 10 o’clock ray is more or less the same as on Plate 1A
except that it is perhaps not broken off quite so short, but here, unlike 1A,
it is the 7 o’clock ray which is weak or missing and the 5 o’clock stronger or
normal. This is the case on every stamp except FI and LG, on both of which
this lower segment closely resembles that of Plate 1A. These variations of
the 5 and 7 o’clock rays are the general rule, but as Dr. Osborne points out,
it should be noted that there are a limited number of stamps on which this
segment is intermediate between those of Plates 1A and 2.

Plate 2. FF to JL are the only stamps on which there is no Ray Flaw.
AA to CH and KA to TL all show both a 7 o’clock and 10 o’clock Ray Flaw.

CI to FE do not show a 10 o’clock but can be recognized by a 7 o’clock
Ray Flaw.

Plate 11. On this plate there is also a Ray Flaw which appears on every
stamp except GE and GF, but unlike Plate 1 and 2 this is seen in the
opposite or top right corner square and consists of the absence or extreme
‘thinning of the 7 o’clock ray. :

The importance of this ray flaw is that it appears on no other stamps
printed in black ; it is therefore an easy means of recognizing one from this
rare plate.

IONERN ONERN ONE

Stage 1. Stage 2. - Stage 3.
“O” Flaws.

“0” Flaw
. This consists of a white mark of indistinct outline situated between the
B and N’ of “ONE”. "It only appears on Plates 7, 8, 9 and 10 and is
€xtremely helpful when plating stamps from these plates, especially since
Dr. Osborne described it as appearing in three stages.
~ Stage 1. A white mark between the base line and a point just to the
Tight of the centre of the “O” of “ONE”.
. Stage 2. In addition to Stage 1 a white mark extending from the base
line upwards and to the right to just above the foot of the “N”’ of “ONE”.
Stage 3. An addition to or extension of Stage 2 which passes beneath
the left half of the foot of the “N” of “ONE”.
Exactly how this flaw came about is not definitely known.
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Sir Edward Bacon thought that a small fragment of metal might have
got on to the original die or perhaps the surface of the roller, which was not
detected when the roller used for these particular plates was made, and
Mr. J. B. Seymour suggested that it might have been caused by some slight"
damage to the roller before it was hardened.

Whatever the actual cause, however, it seems to be agreed that the
“Flaw” was the result of a defective roller.

As regards Plates 8, 9 and 10, it is curious that there are several stamps
from them which either never show the flaw at all or which do show it
originally, but in a later state may or may not. Two or three reasons have
been given for this, such as repair or wear or excessive ink. The ink theory
is not supported by the fact that some stamps from Plate 9 show what looks
like an attempt to remove the flaws by burring them out, but possibly all
three together contributed to this occasional disappearance. It is important
to remember that the general printing of stamps in black ceased towards
the end of December, 1840, the printing of the 1841 red stamps commenced
on December 30th, 1840, for which Plates 8, 9 and 10, together with 1, 2,
5 and 11 were used. Some of these plates were put to press untouched,
but others seem to have been retouched and then later again in January,
1841, underwent further repair. As a result of these repairs the flaw dis-
appeared from some of the stamps. This repair and the fact that Plates 9
and 10 were used for the provisional printing in black would therefore account
for both black and red stamps of the same lettering and from the same plate
being known both with and without the flaw.

Every stamp which shows the “O” Flaw must have come from either
Plate 7, 8, 9 or 10, but this does not mean that a stamp cannot have come
from one of them because it is not present on every stamp from these four
plates.

The well-known Stage 2 of the flaw has generally been described as
appearing on :—

Plate 7. AA to HL.

Plate 8. AA to O].

Plate 9. Every stamp in the first state of the plate.

Plate 10. Every stamp except BE, BF, BH, BJ, BK, KB.

Apart from these it will be found that Stages 1 and 3 of the flaw will
give much additional help by which many more of the “O” Flaw stamps:
can be correctly plated.

Plate 7. Stage 2. In this stage the flaw is generally fairly obvious
on most of the stamps from AA to FL, but after this it seems to get pro-
gressively fainter until, except on a few of the G and H row stamps, it will
probably only be visible with any certainty on an exceptionally clear
impression.

Stage 1. This stage may be seen on some of the stamps from the G, H
and I rows and has been confirmed as present on GH, GJ, HA, HB, HD,
HF, HG, HH, HI, H]J, HK, HL, IF, IG, IH, II, IK, IL and also JA, JEus

Plate 8. Stage 2. This should be present on every stamp AA to O]
from the first state of the plate. ‘
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Stage 1. Practically all the remaining stamps OK to TL show Stage 1,
which has been confirmed on every stamp except OK, OL, PF, PI, PK, PL,
B, QE, OL, SB, SF, SH, SI, SL. When the flaw cannot be seen on one of
fhese Plate 8 stamps it must be remembered that, as many of them were
repaired, it may be one from the second state of the plate on which the
faw does not show.

Plate 9. Stage 2. In the first state of the plate this is present on every
stamp, but as on Plate 8, after repair, in the second state it may be missing
and particularly in the “A” row.

Plate 10. Except for BE, BF, BH, BJ, BK, KB, on which the flaw
never appears it is present as Stage 2 or 3 on every stamp from the first
state of this plate. In the second state, when missing, this is most likely to
B uron BB, BC, BD,CA CB, CC, CE, CF, CG,CH, DH, DI, D], DK and DL.

Stage 3. This is present on all the stamps AA to DJ. The importance
of this is the fact that as Stage 3 of the “O” Flaw is not known on any
other Penny Black, its presence on any of these stamps lettered AA to DJ
indicates that they must come from Plate 10.

When dealing with these “O” Flaw stamps it will help to remember
the letters which are characteristic of the plates they may have come from,
such as especially the square-footed J, the tall I and the short squat H and
T of Plate 10.

Also on this plate the R’s have a long tail, so-called Rat-Tail, the tail
having been added to the letter P. The letter E may be of some help with
Plate 8, on which it is smaller than on the other plates, and on Plates 7 and
10, where it is narrower.

On Plate 7, also, several of the L’s in the horizontal row have the left
lower serif more or less missing. The ] on Plate-9 has a tendency to be
square-footed, but this is nothing like so pronounced as on Plates 10 and 11.

Plate 10.




PLATE i

HE Penny Blacks—the first postage stamps or “Adhesive Labels” as they
were originally termed, were produced for the world on May 6th, 1840,
They were issued to the Post Office on May 1st, but not for use until May 6th.

Three cases at least, however, have been recorded of an earlier use—one a %
cover dated May 2nd with the Bath postmark, another used on the sameS
day from London, and the third a letter sheet dated May 5th carrying an’

unused Penny Black. Printing began about the middle of April (April 15th),

but after only a week or so this had to be stopped as it was found that theS

plate, not having been hardened, was showing serious signs of wear. It
was therefore withdrawn on April 22nd. Very extensive repair work was
found to be necessary, as in addition to hardening and re-entering, many of
the check letters, corner squares and frame lines had to be touched up,
strengthened or in some cases completely re-cut, or re-entered. Most, if
not all, of the later plates were probably also withdrawn for repair, but in
no case was such a complete overhaul necessary. All this work meant
that the stamps from the two states of the plate in many cases vary con-
siderably. Those from the repaired or second state show many re-entries,

re-cut or double letters. For this reason, Plate 1 is generally classified as®
two plates and is known by collectors, especially for plating purposes, -

as Plate 1A in its original state and Plate 1B after being reconditioned.
Exactly how long these repairs took is not very clear, but it seems to

have been from April 22nd, when the plate was withdrawn for hardening, ¥

etc., until between May 23rd and 26th.

PLATE 1A
Earliest Official Date of Postage—May 6th, 1840.

The first stamps printed were of an intense black but as the plate began

to show signs of wear they tended to become patchy and greyish-black to
grey in colour, and were usually cancelled in red. As very grey impressions
showing obvious signs of wear are extremely scarce from all the other plates,
except perhaps Plate 3, and possibly 7, these are quite likely to come from
Plate 1A.

Plate 1A—corner copy.
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Typical pieces from Plate 1A.

39




The Author

PRINTED BY RICHMOND HILL PRINTING WORKS, LTD.,

YELVERTON ROAD, BOURNEMOUTH

CONTENTS

PAGE
ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 6
>REFACE f
INTRODUCTION 9
A SHORT HISTORY OF PLATES 1 'r(j 117 (st 18
PLATING THE STAMPS 29
DIFFICULT STAMPS 24
EAsy StAMPS 32
Tee Ray Fraw AnD THE “0” Fraw . 34
Pratze 1 38
PLATE 2 51
PLATE 3 5T
PLATE 4 61
PLATES 5 AND 6 : 67
PraTeE 5 . i
PLATE 6 76
Poaze T 80
PLATE 8 83
PLATE 9 86
PrATE 10 91
Piare 11 96
AA 10 TL 102
INDEX 223

<



40 GUIDE LINES TO THE PENNY BLACK

Ray Flaw*

The outstanding feature of this plate is the Ray Flaw which appears
on every stamp except CL, RL, SL, TK and TL, and which consists of the
absence or breaking off short of the uppermost (10 o’clock) of the three
small rays in the left segment of the left star.

In addition to this well-known classical flaw, which is common to

Plates 1A, 1B and 2, there are also some slight variations in two of the
small rays in the lower segment which help to distinguish between Plates

1A and 1B. These, which were first recorded by Dr. Osborne, are fully
described on pages 34 and 35. Of the major varieties only two are to be
found on Plate 1A alone, as practically all of them are either confined to
Plate 1B or appear on both the plates. The two outstanding examples

which alone appear on Plate 1A are the double bottom lines, or re-entries

m SL, TL and the re-cut PB square. Nearly all the vertical guide lines in
the NE square can only be seen on Plate 1A.

BONE PENNY A BONE PENNY.H

Plate 1A.
PLATE 1B
Earliest Date— June 8th, 1840.

The colour and appearance of these stamps vary considerably, but
perhaps it can be said that the black is not so intense on the early and on

the whole not so grey or worn looking as on the later ones from Plate 1A,

but as this plate had a very long life, some of the later printings have much
the same greyish-black and worn appearance as do the majority of the
stamps from Plate 1A. That the repairs to Plate 1A which resulted in Plate
1B were satisfactory seems to have been proved by the fact that it was in

continuous use for as long as the black stamps were printed and after this

for the 1841 issue in red.
Apart from the general appearance of the stamps it is not surprising
to find that as a result of the repairs which took place most of the landmarks,

so essential for plating, such as Re-entries, Horizontal Guide Lines, etc.,
are to be found’on Plate 1B with the one important exception, that the

vertical lines are practically all to be found on Plate 1A. The same Ray
Flaws are present here as on Plate 1A, but with some modifications, as
described under “Ray and ‘O’ Flaw.”

Trace of Missing Rayt

On the following stamps may be seen a faint trace of the uppermost
(10 o’clock) ray in the left segment of the top left square. This may be of
great help in plating because as it never appears on the Plate 1A or 2 stamps
its presence indicates Plate 1B.

AA,-AD, AE, AF, AL, BC, BD, BE, BF, CE, DB, EB, EC, EF, FH

HE, HF, KE, NC, OK, PE, QJ, RC, SJ, TC.

*See illustration on page 35.
tSee illustration on page 35.
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IONE

NE of ONE Joined

CF, DF, FD, NA, OA, OB, OD, OF, PD, QD, RE.

On the above can be seen what might almost be called a characteristic
of the plate, the joining or nearly so, at the foot of the N and E of ONE.
The only other stamps on which this occurs are KJ, KK and NC on Plate 2,
and SK and SL on Plate 3, but except on SK the join on these is not complete
put closer than usual.

Where any dots appear on both plates, those on 1B are generally
smaller and fainter than on 1A.

Plate 1B was also one of the plates used for the printing of the first
issue of the Penny Reds, early in 1841, and it is from some of these stamps
that there is evidence that the plate underwent some further repair and so
is known as Plate 1C in a third state.

Examples
AK. On Plate 1A the corner of the A square is perfect, on 1B broken, and
on the red or 1C perfect again.

LB. The corner of the NE square and the right frame line on 1B are weak,
but have been strengthened on 1C.

LI. The corner of the L square is perfect on 1A, broken on 1B, and perfect
on 1C.

(QD. The bottom line is very thin and weak, and the NE of ONE is joined
on 1B but normal on 1C.

QL. Star in NW square defective on Plate 1C.

PLATES 1A and 1B

Re-entries

As a result of the very extensive repairs which took place when the
plate was withdrawn for hardening, it shows many more re-entries than any
of the other plates. These may be seen in both the upper and lower squares,
through the letters of POSTAGE and VALUE, and often in more than one
of these positions on the same stamp.

Plates 1A and 1B. HA, HB, HD, OA.

Plate 1A. SL, TL. 1

On these two stamps the bottom lines appear double, showing the
Ie-entered line cutting through the base of the value.

Plate 1B, CL, EH JEJ JEK Bl GA,'GK, GI:;, HK B, 1D, 1L, JA,

JC, J1, JK, MH, MI, M]J, MK, NG, Ol

Of these, the most interesting are EJ, EK, IL and JC as in addition
to the re-entry, the check letters are re-cut and enlarged with the position
of one or both of them altered on EJ, EK, IL and JC. The position of
both letters of GK is also altered.
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Lines or faint marks which may be seen in the to
t 3 p squares on B
IT, JB, JD, JE, JF, LH and QL have also been described as sﬁght re—entrie]z'
but on none of these stamps except LH are they very obvious and may
perhi})lsg be accidental and not true re-entries at all. y~
. As regards this stamp, it has recently been recorded by M
Sidebottom that it is doubly re-entered. The descripti fi 4 Lr'r‘r‘]. K‘-
Nissen and McGowan is as follows :— bl
Plate 1A. Fine re-entry each upper s :
14 > Te-entry square and through H
ONE PENNY”. Left side thin. i 1
Plate 1B. Fine re-entry as before.

diahih Lower part of right side line

Plate 1A. HB the only double re-entry on a penny black.

PLATE 1 43

On looking at an enlarged photograph of the Plate 1A, the following
details, as described by Robson Lowe in the December, 1946, Philatelist,
can be plainly seen.

In the top right star the NE ray is trebled and a second impression of
the NW ray also appears.

In the top left corner there is a second impression of the NW ray.
Further signs at the top of the stamp are horizontal lines through the middle
of the PO of POSTAGE and just below this another line running through
the right half of T and GE. At the bottom of the stamp there is a line
through the middle of the E of ONE to the second N'of PENNY and below
this another line through EP. Still further signs are the doubling of the left
side of the letter H and the frame line below the stamp. Surely this must
be the most re-entered stamp of all the Penny Blacks.

EloNE PENNY.N FlONE PENNY.IEN

Plate 1A Plate 1B.

HA, Plate 1A. It seems from the following description, as recorded by
the late Mr. George Grieve, that HA, the adjoining stamp to HB, was also
re-entered and this after close examination of the stamp seems to be most-
probable.

Nissen and McGowan’s description is :—

Plate 1A. Scratch or Guide Line on lower margin—small dot in upper

part of H.

Plate 1B. Faint scratches left margin and small dot.

Grieve suggests that the dot in H is not a dot at all, but that the letter
H is double and that the supposed guide line is none other than the bottom
frame line doubled. \

Check Letters

There is nothing outstanding about the general shape or form of the
letters except that the D’s are somewhat broad but not so obviously so as
those in the horizontal row of Plate 2. The E is of a larger type than on
?OSt of the other plates and has a tendency for the foot to be slightly extended
o0 the left.

Re-cut Letters

Plate 1B. EJ, EK, IL, JC.

On these not only are the letters re-cut, but they are slightly larger. on
Plate 1B than on 1A, and the position of one or both is altered on Plate 1B.

On GC, GK, PA and QL there is no enlargement of the letters, but
%h;inge of position of the C of GC, the L of QL, and both letters of GK and

PA. On this stamp the original outline of both letters which have been
re-cut can be partly seen and their original position in Plate 1A has been
altered on 1B.
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All the above show re-entries ; of those illustrated, only HB and HD are also found

in Plate 1A. These illustrations will serve to identify the corner letterings but, except to
the trained eye, the re-entries will only be seen under magnification of the original stamp.

IL—the re-cut
letters.

PK—both letters re-cut.
QL—re-entry in the NE corner.

Typical pieces from Plate IB.
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BEONE PENNY.EM

EBIONE PENNY.EIS
BEoNE PENNY.H

BIONE PENNY.IS
&

dJ
, s
EloNE PENNY.EY EIONE PENNY.A
EloNE PENNY.H IONE PENNY.H

Examples of similar lettering from Plates 1A (uppermost) and 1B.

Other examples are J J, PJ and PK, where both letters have been re-cut,
as are also the J’s of QJ, RJ and TJ, and the K’s of RK and SK and the I
with the long top on MIL. § !

In the N row, except possibly on NA, NK and NL, all the N’s are re-cut,
the diagonal stroke thus appearing on Plate 1B as longer and more pointed,
and on OI and RI the letter I is tall.

Double Letters
Plates 14 and 1B.
First letter of FA, FI, MF, QA and TK.
Second letter of AE, CD and GI.
Some of these are very slight, the most obvious being the F’s of FA
and FI and the M of MF and Q of QA.
Blate 14.
RI. Top serif of I slightly double.
Plate 1B.
The D and F of KD and KF only appear as slightly double, and PA
as described above.

FlIQ

FA. RI..UOA
1A & 1B. 1A, 1A & 1B.

. Defective Letters
Plates 1A and 1B.

AG. Foot of A extends to left.

DD. Top of both letters slightly defective.

EE. Bottom serif of first E long on left.
Plate 14.

PD. Top curve of D slightly weak.

OB.  Top of Q slightly weak.
Plate 1B.

DF.  Bottom of D slightly weak.

GI.  Foot of I defective on the right.

MI.  Top right serif of I is longer (? re-cut).
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The top serifs of the H on FH, JH and OH meet in the middle on Plate !
1A but are apart on Plate 1B.

On BI, DG, DI, OI, RI, GH and KH, the letters G, H and I appear
to be slightly thinner on Plate 1B than on 1A.

Lines g ;
Frar?)iring the repair work that took place soon after this plate came into

many of the left frame lines on Plate 1B were strengthened and in some
E . entirely re-cut or re-entered. Some of the corner squares were also
case>t the lines of which may appear double or out of line. Many of the
re-fellr lines of the corner squares are thin or defective, espec@lly at 'fhe NE
2(1)lmer and in some cases there is an actual break at the SW or NW corner
! ¢ ines do not quite meet. :
wher&‘ih&lelféialgp GC,quate 1B, Seymour describes a rough repair by hand
of the design just above the G square. A few lines are extended, but only
.1 one or two cases is the extension more than extremely slight. P
i On Plate 1B the left side lines appear as stronger on the following :—
AJ, BJ, BK, CD, CH, DH, ED, EH, GB, HC, HD, IG, iH, 1T,
KF, LE, MA, ME, MG, NF, OF. .

v )
En A typical example of a guide line in
1 the NE corner (close).

Guide Lines

These are both vertical and horizontal, not very numerous, and generally
very faintly marked. Practically all the vertical lines appear in the NE'
square of the A to F rows of Plate 1A, whereas the horizontal with a few
exceptions are limited to the J and K rows of Plate 1B. On the margins
there are a few indications of what in some cases may be guide lines, but
in others are obviously scratches.

Vertical Guide Lines

Plate 1A.
In NE square. AC, Al, BA, BB, BC, CA, CB, CC, DI, D], EA, ECH
ED;EE BG El, BEK 'FAEB EGFH' FE FJ] BEKiFL (88

EG. MDD PG

Some of the above may also sometimes be seen on Plate 1B, but
only on BC, DI, EC, FI and FK with any constancy.

The following also appear on Plate 1B :—

AH, MC. Along the left margin.

-G B In the NE square.

CC, HK. In the H and second C squares respectively.

GC retouched by hand.

Re-cut Squares

Plate 1A. x :
PB. P square re-cut, showing bottom and side lines double, leaving

a gap at the SW corner.
Plate 1B.

Mo

Plate 1B. Plate 1B.
Hili: PB.

Horizontal Guide Lines

Plates 14 and 1B.
PL. Top of L and sometimes in the top of P squares.
Plate 14.
GF. On the lower margin.
LK, MG. In the L and M squares.
Plate 1B. :
Letter Squares. On the following the lines may be seen in one or both
squares, but are generally much more distinct in the first.
GD, IG, ]JB, JE, JF, JG, JJ, JK, JL, KA, KB, KC, KD, KF, NBE R
R]J, ?SA.
Lower Margins. AJ, DL, FC.
NE Square. 1E, IF, NL.

BL and QI. On these two stamps the top line of the NW square
on BL and the bottom line of the I square on QI have been described as
double.

AK, HL, IA, LC, LD, LI, LL, MA and SL. On all of these stamps the
bottom émd side lines do not meet at the SW corner, leaving either a small
break or a very distinct gap at the corner which does not appear on the
Plate 1A stamps. Apart from this break it can be seen that on HI. the
bottom line tends to slope upwards to the right, on LL the side line appears
t0 be double and on MA the left side slopes slightly outwards.

On FE, JG, JL and NJ there is a break at the NW corner.
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ML

Extended Lines

Most of these extensions are very difficult to confirm and, if present, ™
must be extremely slight. The most difficult, perhaps, are those described:

on DA and KG from Plate 1A and RG, Plate 1B.

On one or two of these stamps also, especially DD and P]J, Plate 1AS
the extension described appears as though a dot was placed at the extreme
point of the corner rather than an actual extension.

Plates 14 and 1B. :
Bottom line to vight. DI, ME, PRHEEA TG,
Left line below. KG, LA.
Right line below. OL
Top line to left. FJ.
Bottom line to right and left. CA.

Plate 14.
Bottom line to left. ?DA, ?PJ.
Left line below. PA.
Right line below. BH, DD, EL, GL, RH.
Right and bottom lines across. OA.

Plate 1B.
Bottom line to left. PJ.
Bottom line to right. KL.
Left line below. NH, OB, RG.
Both side lines below. DK.

Dots
When any dots appear on both plates, those on Plate 1A will be found to
be much more distinct than on 1B, where they are often smaller, very faint,
and difficult to see.
Plates 1A and 1B.
On Margins outside the SE square. CL, DL, BLHL, JH LL, 8 QLS
R AEL il .
On Margins outside the NE square. AB, AH, AK, AL, KI, and on AF
where it touches the side lines of the square. Dots can also be seen
on both plates on :—
OA. In the centre of O.
TA. Below the SW corner of T square.

Plate 1A. :

>DD. At the corner of the SE square. This has been described as an

extension of the side line, but looks more like a dot, placed at
the extreme tip of the corner. 3
EG. Outside the corner of G square.
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Plﬂfﬁ 1B.

CH. Z Dot or mark on P of POSTAGE.

DA. Dot or mark below E of ONE.

FF. Dot or mark on foot of E of PENNY.
GF. Above G.

IC.  In I square to the left of the top of I.
>LG. Below the left corner of G square.
PG. On the O of ONE.

There are two dots on :(—

Plates 14 and 1B.
AA. Outside the corner of the first A square, and touching the side
line of the NW square.
IA. Plate 1A in SE corner of A square and outside corner of L square
and on 1B in the SE corner of A square only.

Plate 1B. .
HK. Two or three dots in K square to left of K.
IL. Two dots below L square.

Marks, Blurs and Scratches

Plates 1A and 1B.
AL. Diagonal line across L square. Perhaps not constant.
SI.  Thin line through OS of POSTAGE.

Plate 14.
EE. Small white mark on foot of second E.
GJ.  Scratches on lower margin.
MK. Small mark on left margin level with the top of M square.
OA. Faint line below ONE close to frame.

Plate 1B. '
. AG. Thin line from O of POSTAGE into top margin.

CC. Horizontal scratch on first C square.

DA. Small mark or dot under E of ONE.

EI.  Short stroke in NW square.

FC, FD. Line or scratch lower margin.

FE. Short stroke at point of, and scratches in F square.

FF. Mark or dot on foot of E of PENNY.

GA. Scratches top and left margins.

GB. “C” shaped line on N of ONE.

GJ. Scratches lower and ? right margin.

HA. Scratches left margin.

HH. Short stroke upward from left upright of second H.

H]J. Scratches top margin.

IA.  Vertical line in NE square.

IC.  Faint line or scratch NE square.

IE. Horizontal line across NE square and above POSTAGE.

IF. Horizontal and vertical lines in lower part of NE square.
D




KL.
MG.

OB.

R

SE

Blurs

Plate 1A. There is a blur on or about the letter A on DA, IA, JA and
QA, and on DG, GA and RA the A and G may be blurred, but these do not
seem to be constant.

Plate 1A and 1B. The A and D of EA and DH are blurred.

GUIDE LINES TO THE PENNY BLACK

Horizontal line or stroke NE square. ? Re-entry.
Marks in upper square and postage. ? Re-entry.
Mark in NE and E squares. ? Re-entry.

Marks in J square. ? Re-entry.

Vertical scratch in NW square.

Short vertical line from top of K (see illustration below).
Scratches in lower margin.

Mark on P of POSTAGE.

?Faint mark below B.

Small mark in K square and below O of ONE.
Line through OS of POSTAGE.

PLATE 2

Earliest Date—May 6th, 1840.

HIS plate and Plate 1A were issued together on the same day, May 6th,

1840, and like Plate 1B was used for both the black and red printings.

There is no conclusive evidence that the plate was ever repaired, but
stamps are known in red with complete corners, especially the NW, which
were formerly incomplete. Some of the check letters also are faint, which
may be due to a second state, although some of them appear to have been
so originally.

The stamps are usually a good black and cancelled in red.

The only letter of any significance is the D, where all in the horizontal
row are broader and larger than on any other plate.

Horizontal guide lines are very frequent and especially so in the S row.

NEPENNY S

2 PROEI I

Plate 2—a corner copy.

Ray Flaws
The usual upper (10 o’clock) flaw appears on the majority of stamps,
but not to the same extent as on Plate 1, as it is absent here from CI to JL.
As regards the minor flaws (for details see pages 34 and 35) they may
be best described in three classes :—
(1) AA to CH and KA to TL. On these there is some resemblance to
Plate 1B as both the 10 and 7 o’clock flaws are present.
(2) CI to FE. Here there is no 10 o’clock flaw but these stamps can
be recognized by a 7 o’clock flaw.
(3) The rest of the stamps, FF to JL, show no Ray Flaw at all.

EDONE PEND

Examples of characteristics of Plate 1B of which
a detailed description is given under the ap-
propriate lettering.

Star Angle

This is a characteristic of the plate which shows in the top left corner
Square where the long lower ray is thicker than usual and badly shaped, with
4 tendency to curve towards the right. The best examples of this variety
4re to be seen in the R row.
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GUIDE LINES TO THE

Examples of Plate 2 which will be found useful in checking the corner lettering.
shows the typical D of the horizontal row, SD and TD show: the D of the vertical row:

vertical) and TD (NE corner vertical). Examples of the enlarged “ONE PENNY" a ,
NC (“NE” joined), QA and SD. Horizontal guide lines at the top of the stamp will be

found on SD (above) and TK (NW square). Other varieties are EA (bottom serif of E
bifurcated), QA (Q faint) and QL (constant mark in NE corner). 3

Re-entries

Good examples are AD, HL and SA.

AD. In the squares and on the lower margin.

HL. In the upper squares and H square and value.

SA. In each upper and A squares.

JE.  There is also a small V-shaped mark in the NW square which
has been described as a re-entry. 0 {

O]J. Slight indications of re-entry above NE square and in NW
square.

QK. There may be what looks like a re-entry through the top of T
of POSTAGE but this is not constant.

Check Letters

In the horizontal row the D’s are slightly larger and broader than of
any of the plates except perhaps Plate 1, to which they are somewhat
similar, but they can be easily distinguished if it be remembered that if
this row the 10 o’clock Ray Flaw is present on Plate 1 but absent on Plate 2
The letter E is not quite so wide as it is on Plates 1, 3 and 4, and the H’s
tend to slope upwards. '

On NC and to a lesser extent on KJ and KK, the N and E of ONE aré
nearly joined at the base, but are not so close as on most of those where this
variety shows on Plate 1. '
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DIE||G||E|P|T

vertical horizontal DG EA FG KE PA TE

TOW Trow

pouble Letters

The best examples are the first letters on DG, PA and TL, and the second
on FG and KE.

The lower serif of the E on EA is bifurcated and the serif of the upper
diagonal of the K of LK appears to be slightly double as does also the

M on ME.

Defective or Faint Letters

First letters of DA, ?HA, NA, NB, NK, ?PB, QA, OB, RA, RL and very
slightly on E of EJ.

Second letters of BD, EK, GK, HE, OE, and very slightly IK, JD, RB
and TI.

Guide Lines

Vertical or horizontal guide lines, and in some cases both together,
are to be found in rather more than a quarter of the stamps from this plate.
They are most numerous in the D, R, S and T rows, but entirely absent
from the F, G and K rows. Some of these are very faint or so close to the
frame line as to be difficult to detect, but on the whole they can be readily
seen. Vertical guide lines can be found both in the squares, and also on the
side margins.

The horizontal guide lines are found through the value, letter squares,
and also especially on this plate, along the upper and lower margins.

On a few of these stamps there is more than one guide line ; DB, RA
and RB having three, and AL, DA, DC, LB, LF, MF, O], RE, SE, T] and
TL, two each.

Three Guide Lines.

DB. Vertical NE square and horizontal letter squares.

RA. Vertical on right margin. Horizontal above each letter square.

RB. Vertical in NE and B squares, and horizontal in NW square.
Two Guide Lines.

AL. Two vertical in NE square.

DA, DC. Vertical in NE square and horizontal in lower margin.

LB. Horizontal through top of each upper square.

LF.  Short thin vertical line from point of NE corner, and another

parallel to it on the margin.

MF. Horizontal in NW square and on margin above.

OJ.  Horizontal above NE square and ? in NW square.

RE. Horizontal above each upper square.

SE.  Vertical in NE square and horizontal along top margin.

TJ.  Vertical in NE square and horizontal above.

[L.  Vertical and horizontal outside the NE corner.
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Vertical Guide Lines ]
These are to be found mostly in the NE square, but are also present on
the right margin, and in the SE letter square. '
In NE Square. '
AL, BC, CC, DA, DB; DC, DG, DJ; EB, EE; EF,-1A, 1B, IC. N1 .
PO PE:OB KRB, SE. TA, TE ‘TG, L]
In SE Square.
2CE, QD OF, O, OH! RB, 2RG 2RI, RY, SD.SE BD.BE:
On Right Margin.
L M R S6, T

Horizontal Guide Lines :

Those on the upper margins are mostly to be found on the stamps from
the lower half of the plate on the M to T rows, and particularly the S row
where traces may be seen on all except SI and SJ, while those on the lowe
margin are most numerous on the upper part of the plate in the A to
rows, and especially the D row. :

These horizontal lines on the upper margin vary considerably. They
may appear over one or both squares or along the whole margin, being in
one or two cases so close to the frame line as to give the line the appearance
of being double. The lines along the lower margin of the D row, which can
be seen on all except DB, DF, DG and D], also vary much in the sameé

way.
Upper Margin. .
MB, MD, ME, MF, MG, MH, O], PK, PL, QL, RA, RD, RE, RK, RIS
SASE, 60, SDSE SSESG SHSKS SE TE AT TR TE. :
In NE Square.
LB, LE
In NW Sgquare.
LB ME, 20]. RB, TK.
Lower Margin.
AAy AB, DA, DC DD, BE; DH DY, DK, DI HIK,
Letter Squares.
DB. _
Some of these guide lines, both vertical and horizontal, which have
been described as guide lines, have much more the appearance of scratches

Frame Lines

The lines of the letter squares on PB, PD, PG, PI and RF have been
re-cut and the lower lines of the P squares on PG and PI slope upwards,
especially so on PIL. 4

A few of the lines of the letter squares appear double, this being apparent
on the bottom line of the B square of PB, the side line of the R square 0
RF, and to a lesser extent the bottom line of one or both letter squares
on JA, JB and JC.

On AG, NC and RK the SE corner,.and on PH and QD the NW corners
are broken. ‘

PLATE 2 5b

gxtended Frame Lines .
In no case does the top line extend to the left or the left line above.
gome of the extensions are very slight indeed, but quite a number of them
are well marked.
Right Line Above. : i
Ef JCK AP ILL, "M] 'OL, PE, RG, RH, R, SA; 8B, SD,15], TA,
e, B
Right Line Below.
GC ED JE (LA OF RD, SC.

t Line Below.
@ CH, ?DG, NG.
Bottom Line to Right.

BC, PBE; BK 7HC - JE,; 2 KC.
Bottom Line to Left.

JA, JB, JC, KC, KL.

Top Line to Right.

MB, MD, MF, ?ML, PE, RG.

CK, LF, M] and S]. These have a thin line running up from the NE
corner and on LA there is a line running down from the SE corner. These
have been described as extensions but look more like vertical guide lines.

DG, LL, ML and OL. Here the NE corner seems to bulge and looks
as if a dot had been placed where the lines meet rather than that there is
any real extension, and on BF the same occurs at the SE corner.

PE and RG. On these the lines have been described as crossing at the
NE corner, the top line extending to the right and the right line above, and
on KC the bottom line extends to the left and also there may be a slight exten-
sion to the right. §

Dots
There are no dots on the A, D, M or R rows. On the other rows the
dots are most often to be seen just outside or under the SE square.

There are three dots.
HA. One under each letter square, and a tiny one in the A square.

TF. Two under the F square connected by a thin line, and the other
one above the corner of the NE square.

Two Dots on.
BB, EL. Outside the corner of the SE square.
HL. Below SE corner L square and in H square.

I, A very faint one to the right of L, and another outside the corner
of the SE square.

JL.  Under the L square and a small faint one outside the corner
of the NE square.

KA. Under the top right serif of K.

TA. Well outside the corner of the T square and at the bottom of A
square.
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SE Corner.

the corner on

Lower Margim:
Above NE Square.
Right Margin.

In Letter Squares.

In NW Square.

GUIDE LINES TO THE PENNY BLACK

A dot can be seen either just outside the point of the corner or below

BA, BE, BH, FI, GK, HD, HE, HL, IL, SG, SE, 9C, TE, TH S
1L, i

?BF, CL, EC, GF.
NL, ?0L, PL, QL.
GH, PJ.

HL, ]C.
6L

First square.
Second Square.

G, L

AC. Short stroke under C.

Mark above D.

CG. Horizontal line across C square.

IB.  Short vertical stroke from top of I.

ID, IL. Mark on right side of the O of ONE.

Sl

JE.  Small mark in NW square. ? Re-entry.

HL. Loop at top of H on right.

KD. Small mark on lower margin under O of ONE. Iz KESS
KE. Flaw or cut into the frame towards the top of left side. This cut,

being accidental, does not show on the earlier printings. ]
LA. Thin line extending downwards from the corner of A square.
? Extension. Scratches on top right margin.
LE, LF, LG. Small marks on NY of PENNY.
LI. Mark at top of NW square. ? Dot.
MI. Slight blur on left side of I square.

OB, OC. Mark on top left serif of T of POSTAGE. ? Dot.

QL. Short horizontal mark and dot above NE corner.
RF. Short vertical stroke downwards from top of F square.
RL. Vertical stroke under L square. QL

SC.  Vertical stroke downwards from corner of C square.

PERIE 3
Earliest Date—May 18th, 1840.

HIS plate must have shown signs of wear very rapidly as it was the
Tﬁrst to be destroyed in October, 1840, after being in use for only about
five months. The stamps from it usually have a dull greyish appearance,
very few being intense black, and many of them might easily be mistaken
as coming from Plate 1A if it were not for the presence here of the Ray Flaw,
which on Plate 3 never appears. Although this plate had such a short life,
it would seem to have been very well constructed as the stamps from it
show very few imperfections. There is no evidence that it was ever repaired
in any way, and except for a tendency to a weakness of the bottom lines of
the letter squares, there is very little in the way of any outstanding feature,
except for the letter P, by which the stamps from it with this lettering can
be easily recognized.

There are no obvious re-entries, very few guide lines, double letters
or dots, in fact it might be termed the “Tidy Plate.”

As a result of no repair work ever having taken place, there are very
few of the usual identification marks present, so it is not surprising to find
that there are more than the usual number of stamps from it which can only
be plated with any certainty by the position of the letters in the corner squares.

In spite of this scarcity of any obvious re-entries, double letters, dots,
etc., and that only a few guide lines can be seen, there are, however, some

stamps which can be plated quite easily, such as :—
]l [ M 7] [7]
Pl 3 Pl.3 Pl 3 Normal P03

Normal Normal

(1) All the P and most of the M rows, because of the characteristic
letter P with the small loop, and the small and sometimes blurred
M’s. One or two of the A row stamps can also be easily recognized,
such as AA on which the A is blind, and AD on which the A slopes
down to the right.

The A’s of PA and RA and the loop to Q of OB are also blind.

(2) There are a great many stamps which show nothing very definite,
so may have come from Plate 3 or from one of the other plates
without either the “Ray” or “O” |Flaw, as described under
“Difficult Stamps.”

Re-entries
There is no good example, but there is a mark on N J alongside the upper-
Most ray in the NW square, which has been described as having the appear-

ance of g re-entry.
o
=
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NW star in NJ.
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Check Letters j

The most characteristic letter on this plate is the P, on which the loop
is much smaller than usual with this letter from Alphabet 1, and of which
some are slightly blurred. As regards the other letters, the M’s are rather
small and the K'’s inclined to be narrow and some of both these letters may
be also slightly blurred. The corner letters generally appear thinner and
narrower than on other plates. The letter E is of the broad type, as seen on
Plate 1, but except for TE is without the tendency to any extension of the footy

F|[H K

FD HA KC 1

Double Letters

Only three have been recorded, the F of FD, H of HA, and K of K
but none of these are good examples, the K perhaps being the best.

Blurred or Blind Letters
The A’s of AA, PA and RA are blind.
The K’s of OK, PK and QK are smaller and narrower than usual, and
the M’s of MD, ME, MF and MG are slightly small and blurred. ‘
On OB the loop formed by the tail of the Q is also blind. {
Other irregularities are few, but on TE the foot of the E extends to
the left, and the top left serif of T on TF is slightly weak. .
Some of the J’s slope slightly downwards to the left and notably so on
GJ, H] and K]J.
The NE of ONE on SK and SL are not actually joined, but are closer
than usual.

Guide Lines :

These are very few and when present are generally very faint and fo
the most part horizontal. .

MC, MH, MI, MJ, ML, RA, TC. Through one or both of the uppet

squares and perhaps partly through POSTAGE. i

IH, JF, TG. Through the H, J and T squares.

JD. Through the value.

NJ. Horizontal and vertical in the NE squares.

It is useful to remember that NJ with a vertical guide line in the NE
square can only come from Plate 3 or Plate 9 (on which the “O” Flaw
present). |

Other guide lines which have been described but must be very faint
indeed and difficult to confirm may be present on :—

DI. Vertical in I square.

IC.  Horizontal in C square.

IK. Horizontal through value.

JA. Horizontal in A square.

JC.  Horizontal both letter squares.

NF. Horizontal in NE square.

SJ. @ Vertical in NE square.
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Frame Lines

On the whole these lines are very well defined, except that there is a
tendency for some of the bottom lines of the letter squares, especially at
the left corner, to be weak and thinner than usual.

In the L row the bottom line of the first letter squares are generally
thinner and the lines between the squares thicker than usual, and especially
s on LA, LB and LC where they appear to be double. This so-called
double bottom variety has also been described as showing on AG, TB, TC,
TE, TF, TI and T] but not on heavily printed stamps.

The P square of PD has been re-cut, the right line of the square appearing

double.

Extended Frame Lines

On no stamps from this plate does the top line extend in either direction
nor does either side line extend abave.
Bottom Line to Right.

AL, Ca, JD.
Bottom Line to Left.

OB, OL, PG PH, RiCuSC: 1 As
Left Line Below.

GE, ?HA,OI, SD.
Right Line Below.

PIA,IC

On SA the lower line of the NE square extends into the right margin.
Several of these extensions are very slight, the only really good example
being PH. h

Dots

These are not numerous and are generally very small and faint. On
about a quarter of the stamps there is a dot (guide dot) about the middle
of the left margin, but as these often appear on several stamps from the
other plates they are not mentioned.

Three Dots

L TL. One in the corner of the L square, and two very small ones just
elow.

Two Dots
TE.  One just below and the other touching the bottom line of the
F square near the corner.
TK. To the right of T and to left of the foot of T. m
Below the SE Corner.
L JE R SV, “PET :
In the Letter Squares. s
First square. DB.
Second square. ICE, IE, 2T1.
thers which may be seen are :—
AG, AL. Atove the corner of NE square.
CG.  Above G.
EJ. On the margin under the O of ONE.
FK. On the margin between the O and N of ONE.
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The City Medal engraved by William Wyon and from

which Henry Corbould made a water-colour drawing for

Messrs. Perkins, Bacon & Co. This drawing was used in

its turn by the engravers (Charles and his son, Frederic

Heath) from which they copied the head for the Penny
Black.

6

PREFACE

EFORE embarking on technicalities I would like to make one fact clear,
B\vhich is, the raison d’étre of this book is not to try to impart new know-
ledge to the expert (who knows as much as I do—probably more—about
pla‘tillg Penny Blacks) but to give some useful assistance, Guide Lines, so to
<peak, to the collector whose keenness perhaps exceeds his knowledge.

During my life-long interest and study of these particular stamps I
have often been asked “How does one know this? Can one be sure of
that ? What is the deciding factor in the other ?”" and so on, that I thought
the facts contained in the following pages might bring some welcome
assistance to the enthusiastic but doubting collector, and perhaps turn _h1m
in time into the specialist he hopes to become.

A

Water colour sketches made for Rowland Hill to show
the effect of crosses in the upper corners on the
appearance of the issued stamp.

-~
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Marks or Scratches

Marks.
BA. Horizontal stroke or line below A square.
BE. Short line below left corner of B square.
HG, HH. Small mark on base of Y of PENNY.
KF. In top of NE square on right.

&

KF PE

PLATE 4
Earliest Date—May 23rd, 1840.

HIS was apparently never a very satisfactory plate as it was only in
Tu:\‘v from May 28th, 1840, until January 9th, 1841, on which date it
was defaced. Why it was withdrawn after such a comparatively short
t+ime does not seem clear. There is no evidence that it was very hard worked,
such as in the case of Plate 6, nor of any intensive repairs. The stamps are
certainly fairly common, mostly cancelled in red, but generally of a good
black colour and not showing many signs of wear except for a few greyish
jmpressions.  After the 240 impressions had been laid down but before
printing started, there was some “touching up” of the exterior lines of the
corner squares, but beyond this no repairs seem to have been recorded.

There is very little of importance to describe which will help towards
plating the stamps, except for the presence of a great number of dots, and
the fact that all the letters L in the horizontal row tilt upwards in varying
degrees, except perhaps the second L of LL, by which they can generally
be easily recognized. When several tiny dots are seen on a stamp in a cluster

‘near one of the lower corners, as often happens on this plate, it is pretty
safe to assume that it is from Plate 4.

Unlike Plate 3, from which, owing to the scarceness of identification
marks, so many of the stamps cannot be easily recognized, on this plate,
principally because of the great number of dots which are present, there are
only about 50 of the stamps which cannot be plated without much trouble.

All of these, therefore, if not from Plate 4 must have come from one of
the plates without either the “Ray” or “O” Flaw as described under
“Difficult Stamps.”

Dots are also present on all the other plates, especially Plate 6, but not
to the same extent as on Plate 4, which for this reason is often referred to
as the “Spotted Plate.”

PE. Short stroke across lower inner corner of P square.
Scratches.

FE, OD. On lower margin.

HC, NL. On left margin.

0], QF, OJ.  On upper margin.

Re-entries

There are only two on this plate.
SC.  In the NE square.
SD. In the NW and S squares, and through the value.

}54 POSTAGE ) % _POSTAGE )%y
ElONE PENNYS EIONE PENLY.D)
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Mint block of Plate 3 from which a check of corner lettering may
be made. F] shows a dot below O of ONE.
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Check Letters

The only letters which will be of any real help in plating are the L’s:
in the horizontal row, all of which definitely slope upwards, except the second’
L of LL. The E on this plate is of the large type, being somewhat similag:
to those on Plate 3. '

Frame Lines : : i j
It is often of help, when plating, to notice the condition of these lines

and especially the left side line where Plates 4, 5 and 6 are concerned.

On these three plates they are irregular on many of the stamps, often
very irregular or broken, and in some cases practically missing, especially
on the left side, but this is not so evident or frequent on Plate 4 as on the
other two plates, of which Plate 6 is certainly the worst.

The bottom lines are generally heavier and thicker than usual and
especially so below the second lettef square, which is in contrast to those on
Plate 3, where they are on the whole thinner than usual, and more noticeably
<o under the first letter square.

Several of the outside lines of the NE square are very thin or broken,
in some cases leaving gaps at the corners.

‘Re-cut Lines

IE. Thisis the only example on Plate 4, where the lines of the squares
have been re-cut and here the top line of the I square appears
double.

Double Letters

D| P|[P||Q]|R

DB DD PA QA RG

The first letters of DA, DB, DD, DF, PA, QA and RG are double. ]
The best examples are the first D of DD, and the P and Q of PA and
QA respectively. 3

Defective Letters
Hof AH. Tof:Al. K of AK: K of GK.

Both the letters of BI and the second L of LL may be faint. Extended Frame Lines

. Asis usual, many of these extensions are very slight and in some cases
doubtful. They occur mostly on the right side where the side lines extend
below or the bottom line to the right.

On no stamp does the side line extend above, unless a very slight
extension which has been described on HJ can be confirmed. On BF the
top line of the B square extends into the left margin.

Double extensions on the following stamps have been described, but
in only four cases has it been possible for both extensions to be confirmed.

BE, EL. Bottom line to left and left below. »

CE, GD. Right line below and bottom to right. Extension on GD

; below doubtful.
Horizontal Guide Lines : DC.  Bottom line to right and left, but the extension to the left is
Letter Squares and/or Value. \ - doubtful.
CK,. JA - KC, RG, KI, K], KK, KL, LB :NC; NE NG, NJ, 01, . HK. Bottom line to right and left below.
1B, TG, 3 QA. Both side lines below but the extension on the right side is
Lower Margin. \ . doubtful.

EG, GB, GH and on OL, which may be a scratch. RF. Both side lines below.

Other lines which may be seen are :— . The other extensions are :—

CK. Faint vertical line in NE square, as well as the horizontal through Right Side Line Below. o

lower part of K square. AA, AB, CB-CE; HD, ID, JE, JG, LI, ML, OF, OH, P], OC, RE, RH,

DH. Two thin vertical lines ? scratcheés in NE square. RI,; REK-T6G,-FK:

EH. Very faint vertical line in NE square. ‘ Left Side Line Below. .

FA. Horizontal through lower part of value and A square, as well as BE, EL, FH, -], HK, IA, 11, LH, QA, QE, RF, TC..

the vertical in NE square. 4 Bottom Line to Right.

GH. Very faint vertical line very close to frame line. BA, BL, CE, FC, GD, GF, HA, HC, HF, HH, HK, KG.

MB. Faint horizontal line through value and B square. Bottom Line to Left.

OK. Horizontal line through E of POSTAGE and NE square. BETL.

Guide Lines
These are not numerous, generally very faint and so close to the frame
line as to be difficult to confirm. Practically all the vertical lines are limited

to the NE square in the B to G rows, whilst the horizontal run through the
letter squares and/or the value, mostly in the K and N rows. 4

Vertical Guide Lines ;
NE square. ,BH; BK, CC, DG, EA, FA, FB, GC, GG, MA.
SE square. . HE:
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Dots
These dots or rather spots must not be confused with the original guide
dots which were used for the proper alignment and spacing of the guide linesh

PLATE 4 65

CD. Short stroke at right of C square.
DE. Short line or scratch left of E.

These guide dots have been described as appearing just outside the SE corneg DJ. Diagonal lm’e aove D S

on CL, DL, EL, FL, GL, HL, IL, ML and NL, but those on FL, GL and M} R et AR

have not been confirmed. Apart from the above there are also present on ] JHQ Mark a t};)p i ¢ ;s\.qimire ot t}e 16 ,t‘ ol A i
great many of the stamps, both from this plate and to a lesser extent Plate §} g B e molaN Gr U S e onJower stgin: between

; i : 1P
'hat might be termed accidental dots, many of which are not const oL ;
Yo o RS TR s -k St MA. Short vertical stroke at left of M square.

The letter squares and margins, especially round the corners of thg ME  Two 1 ko st tiath OF M
lower squares, are principally affected and they are also to be found on the , MF. S“ Uusma kmarb; a r1% : 0 fl !
letters of ONE PENNY and POSTAGE. Frequently several are to hHele MJ ‘Dma m?r Oi, ,llihat te ue }‘lI ; EN S
seen on the same stamp in different positions or in little clusters of very ND. Sﬁagorllla o ? ? VE rSl%Vt SRRt (f)\: R b
small ones, generally near one of the lower corners or on the lower margin, NJ. & Or: OrllZ{011ttafstro \felilt hSO{nir il e by
This is of help when plating as it is generally the case when this is seen tha B . ChoikShiOBe s SAOE LY OB T Rt

the stamp thus affected comes from Plate 4, quite apart from the actua PK. Svhor.t stroke at top left of NW square.
St S . PL. Vertical line on left margin.
position of any one dot.

OH. Mark or dot above O of POSTAGE.

0 ] : QL. Horizontal line above GE of POSTAGE.
i , Blurs
bl ~ DI.  Outside the NW square.
As they are so numerous and not always constant, only those which by FE. In NW square. 23 :
their position will help definitely to plate a particular stamp are mentionee GL. Blurred line under NY of PENNY.
here. E | LA. Blurin L square.
In the First Letter Square. - ). Tolettof J.
BA, BD, BI, CB, CC, CD, CF, DE, EE, FL, HF, JE, KD, KF, Ll RJ. Blurred stroke to left of J.
MH. NE, OF, PF. .
In the Second Letter Square. E | e cnes : ; .
CH, DA, DB, FC, GA, IA, IB, JD, MD, NA, ND, NF, NG, NK, Ni§ : These can be seen on all the margins, and in a few cases in the corner
OE, PC, PD, PL, TJ. B duares on :— :
In Both Letter Squares. ; L1, EC, EI, EK, FF, KE, LD, MF, ND, OL, PA; OG, SA, SE, SE, TH.

HE, 1C'ID KB, K€ EA. LB, EC. LD, MC 'OC 0D, 06, Rk,
Letters of Value.

CA; CC, DA, GE, HE, JD, KA, LD, OB, OE, OF, PF.
Letters of Postage.

FE; NK, PB, PC,;
NE Square.

CJEB, KA, MG, OL, TL;
NW Square.

A - R NG (R i

Other dots which appear on one or more of the margins are on CD, CE
DA, DF, ED, EE, EL, FA, HB, HE, JB, JC, JD, JL, KA, KB, KC, Ki§
KH, LA, LB, LC, LI, MA, MB, MC, ME, MI, MJ, MK, NC, NG, NH, N8
OB, 0D, OL; PE; PG, OF; OG, RD,

Marks,; Blurs and Scratches
Marks.

¥

AD. Small diagonal mark in lower part of NE square. , R R s R e : SR
3 '. 5 7 1 < o1 S 4 . » 4 5 g €S 0 'a € 4 which w1 € Iound userul 1or chec 1ngt e corner ettermg. € dots
];IC‘ q{l‘?r: fe?tﬁcal 5”.01;1‘2 “‘f Z“ corner of A square R | ;’:tn?tles described on page 64 will be found on DE, GA, JF, KB, MA and NK. The re-

. Short stroke at right o =gualic. AD Tles are SC and SD. There is a horizontal guide line through the T square of TA.

E

g
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First and Second States of Plate 6.

State 1. ]
State 2—note heavier frame
line at right.

State 1.

State 2—note stronger frame
line at right.

State 1.
State 2—note faint M and stronger
framed line at left.

State 1.

State 2—note stronger frame line
at left.

PLATES 5 AND 6

Frame Lines and Repairs
HE frame lines of these two plates have much in common, especially as
regards repairs. The side lines and outer lines of the corner squares on
both were generally \ve.ak and soon broke down, becoming very ragged and
aneven, therefore needing repair, the result of which shows on many of the
stamps from the second state of the plates on which the margins have
pecome sharp and clear.

Dr. Heygate Vernon, who has made an intensive study of these plates,
suggests that repairs to Plate 6 took place on more than one occasion
by means of re-entering and re-cutting, which seems most probable. As
regards re-entering the roller seems to have been most accurately re-applied,
as no faulty re-entry seems to be known in the second state compared with
that of the first. In comparing impressions after repair, it looks as if the
sideways rocking of the roller made a better impression sometimes on one
side and sometimes on the other, but frequently good on both sides. This
suggests that the rocking of the roller was subjected to pressure irregularly
from side to side, either with a tilt slightly to the right so that the pressure
of the right edge of the roller was greater than that of the left, or with a
tilt slightly to the left.

Plate 6 stamps on which this re-entering appears more marked on the
right are KE, KF, LD, NA, NC, NI, PG, QE and TA. Those which show
repair due to re-entry on the left side are CA, JD, PE, PF and PL, and others
which show this feature on both sides, therefore suggesting that the rocking
was subjected to pressure irregularly from side to side, are FF, FG, HL,
KIS MD, ME, NBINE:QC, OD:OFE “PD._ ODSGLIRE SSE. /T'B, - #C-FE
and TF.

Many of the NE and some of the SE corner lines also give evidence of
re-cutting, as shown by the fainter stars and letters which may be seen in
Varying degrees on FF, FG, GL, JD, ND, NK, QL, RE, SE, TB, TE and TF.

_ Other stamps which may show one or both side lines stronger, or other
€vidence of a second state such as faint letters, scratches or marks of burnish-
g due to the careless cleaning, etc., are :—

WE, DH, Bl /KB, KC, LESLK LT AMC, OF, SC: SPsle i N

On Plate 5 the method of repair seems to have been much the same as
On Plate 6 except that perhaps the sideways rocking of the roller caused the
Pressure to vary more laterally, as although most of the strengthening took
Place on the right side of the stamp, the left side shows all degrees of pressure,
Tom none at all to quite a heavy strengthening. In no case is the left line
Stronger than the right.

In addition to this repair of the side lines, several of the corner squares
some of the top and bottom lines seem to have been re-cut.

67
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L8

First and Second States of Plate

iy POSTAGE

State 1. ' State 2—note

LACK

6.

stronger

frame line on both

sides.

State 1.

State 1. State 2. Note faint M

and both fra

me lines

stronger.

NNV

State 2a. Top corners
re-cut.

State 2b. Top corners
further re-cut and sides
strengthened.

PLATES 5 AND 6 69

Stamps showing these repairs are :—
Both Sides Stronger.

AB, BB, BCCD, DB, DD, EB; EC, FC-OB, PB, TA.

Right Side Especially Stronger. e
E AA, CA, DA, DC, FA, MA,

Others which may be recognized as from State 2 by re-cut corners or
other evidence such as burr marks, faint letters, or stars, etc., are :—

AC, BA, CB, CC, CE, ?EA, ED, ?FD, GE, KA, NA, ?NH, OA, PA,

OB, ?0C, RA, RD, TB.

On the following red stamps one or other of these indications for second
state have also been confirmed, thus suggesting the possibility of the
equivalent black stamps being likewise affected :—

AJ, AK, FBGA, GB-HA, TA, OA, RB, SA, SB, SC,'SD, SE, TC, TD:

States of the Plate

(1) There is great irregularity of the frame lines, especially the left. The
top lines of the NW and the side lines of the NE squares are also often
very weak.

(2) Here the side lines appear to have been re-entered and corners re-cut
and in many cases the stars and/or letters which in State 1 are quite
normal, appear as fainter.

(3) This state is particularly interesting on account of the very rare and
well-known PB re-entry.

PB State (1) PB State (3)

As regards State 3, is it not possible, indeed probable, that as well as

some other stamps may exist in a third state in black?

The known facts about repairs to Plate 5 are -—

(1) The first took- place sometime in 1840 as a result of which some
40 odd stamps have been recorded as in State 2 with stronger frame
lines, re-cut corners, fainter stars and letters or blurs etc.

(2) The second repair was in January, 1841, during the red printing
when PB was re-entered.

PB
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An interesting result of this repair, and the fact that the plate was used!
for this red printing and also for a provisional printing of a few sheets i}
black, is that the PB shows the well-known re-entry on both black and red
stamps. This being so suggests that the black must come from the provisional
printing. 1

It seems curious that PB should be the only recorded black stamp from'
Plate 5 in State 3 and perhaps a solution may be that such stamps as PAS
OA, OB and RA and maybe others, were not affected by the 1840 repaig
and so were not qualified for State 2. Later on, however, after the January;
1841, repair, whatever, if anything, was done to them may not, as on PB}
have been recognized. ',

The re-entry on PB was faulty and out of alignment, therefore being
very obvious, whereas on PA, QA, OB and RA the roller may have been most
accurately re-applied with the result not so obvious.

As regards these four stamps, it might be assumed that PA, although
not recorded in a second state but known with both sides stronger and
contents of all squares fainter with the same in red, may therefore have
been re-entered in January 1841, and if so is from the third state of the
plate. A
OB and RA are also known in altered states in black and red. Lightly
re-entered and all corners fainter. ? State 3. b

OQA. On the red stamps the letters are fainter, indicating a possiblé
existence in black comparable with PB, State 3. -

Typical examples from the second state of Plate 5 described above are BA, BB, CA
CB, CD, DB and DD. The other letterings are first state, GA and NE being goo€
examples of the varieties with broken or weak upper corner squares. ;

PLATE 5

Earliest Date—June 16th, 1840.

ENNY Blacks were printed from this plate from June 8th to December
30th, 1840. After this date it was used for the 1841 Penny Red issue
except for a short interval between January 22nd and February 5th, 1841,
during which.it was one of the plates used for the emergency or provisional
rinting in black.

Characteristic of the plate are the very weak frame lines, especially
the left, defective NE corners and somewhat weak check letters.

On some plates there is what looks like a bulging from the bottom
line on each side of the O of ONE, and as this occurs so frequently on Plate
5 it has also been described as characteristic of the plate.

The black stamps are known in three states so it is obvious that some
repair must have taken place on at least two occasions whilst it was used
for printing in black. The later red stamps also show evidence of further
repairs, such as faint stars and letters due to burnishing and re-cut corners.
The first repairs were responsible for the strengthening of some of the frame
lines, most probably by re-entering, and the re-cutting of some of the
defective corners.

Later on further repair seems to have taken place, resulting in the very
rare PB re-entry. As this re-entry appears on both black and red stamps,
the repair must have taken place in January 1841 during the printing of the
new 1841 Penny Red. The very few black stamps which show it are the
result of the provisional printing. This provisional printing was necessary
to supply a sudden demand for black stamps before the new red ones could
be issued.

The three states of this plate and the method of repair with the stamps
affected are mentioned elsewhere under ‘Frame Lines and Repairs,” Plates
5and 6. Having produced the rarest of all the Penny Blacks, Plate 5 might
be called the PB Re-entry Plate.

Re-entries
The only good example appears in the letter squares and value on PB

from the third state of the plate.
There are slight marks of re-entry on the O of ONE on LL and the O

and N of ONE on ND.

The rare re-entry found on the third state of PB. Also see page 69.
71
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Check Letters . .
There is no letter which can be described as characteristic, and there’

is nothing particular to note about them in the original state of the plate’
but after repair in its second state one or both of them may appear weaker
or fainter on several of the stamps such as :— g
AB, BA, BB, BC, CA; CC, CE, DA, DB, DC, DD, FA, FB, FC i
MA, NA, OA, OB, PB, RA, SB, TA, TB. 9

One or both of the letters on the following stamps in black have also
been described as fainter and probably are so, but this has only been actually
confirmed on the red stamps.
CB, €D, EA, EB, £C, ED, FD, GA; GB, GE, HA, JA; PA, OC S
RID,"SAFSCr S FC, TD.

E

KE PJ

TH

§ g0

EB

H

HE

Double Letters.
DB, EB. HB, HE, HI, KE, PH, PJ, TH! i
The most obvious are the first letter of EB and HE, and second letter
of PH and TH: 1
The first letters of DB, HB, HI and P]J and the E of KE are slightly
affected. k-

Re-cut Letters
Some of the N’s appear to have been re-cut, especially the N’s of NA

- on some of the N’s in the N row of Plate 1B after being re-cut. 3
The B square of BA seems to have been re-cut before the first printing,
hence the fainter B.
Other letters which are distinctive are :—

- AD, AH. The foot of the A extends to the left.
Lower half of vertical stroke of C weak.
Left bottom serif of first F long.

ID. Foot of I defective on the right.

NB. Top curve of B defective.

QA. Lower part of Q slightly faint.
Guide Lines
Vertical.

All the following have been mentioned as appearing in the NE square,
but being mostly very faint and placed extremely close to the frame lines
they will, except on very good specimens, be extremely difficult to confirm.:

AF, Al, CA, CB, DB, DC, DH, DI, DJ, DL, EI, EL, FC, FE, FF, K

FI, F¥], ?FK, GD, GE, GF, GG, HA, HC; ?HD, HG, IA, IB, KG#&
MCLO0A0D, OEZORKSPRESTRT-SC, 2 A '

PLATE D 73

Horizontal. o :
Like the vertical, many of these are also faint but may be seen running

) one or both of the letter squares and/or the letters of ONE PENNY.

RINo

AE

throug!

WE, AG, AJ,-BH, CF, CH, ?DG, HK, ?1G, 1], JG, }J, KA, KC, KG,
KiH K 0G0 0. BAPE, PD FESPH. BG, (R P ek K
OC, RA, IRC. RE, TRY, IRE. 11], /1K, TL.

Other stamps on which more than one guide line appears are :—

AF. Vertical in NE square, and horizontal below A square.

FD, GD. What looks like two vertical lines very close together in the

NE square.

KG. Horizontal and vertical in G square. Horizontal through value
and ?vertical in NE square,

OD. Vertical in NE square and horizontal in NW square.

QK. Vertical in NE square and horizontal through E of PENNY.

Frame Lines .
The left frame lines on the printings from the first state of this plate

are in a great many cases very irregular and often hardly present at all.

This weakness is also common to Plates 4 and 6, but here it is more
frequent than on Plate 4 and less so than on Plate 6. On many of these
Plate 5 stamps also the top lines ‘of the NW squares are thin and weak and
the side lines of the NE square also are weak or actually. broken at the
corner. In the second state several of the lines appear as stronger and the
corner squares re-cut.

The stamps thus affected and the method of repair are mentioned
under ‘“‘Frame Lines and Repairs, Plates 5 and 6.”

Extended Frame Lines.
The stamp SE is unusual in that it shows three extensions, the bottom

line extending both to the right and left and the right line below.

Double extensions are present on :—
AC, RJ. Right line below and bottom slightly to left.
CE. Bottom to right. Left line slightly below.
~ Other extensions, some of which are very slight or doubtful, are :—
Right Line Below.
B, AC, DD,'GA, GJ, ID, B, KJ, ME, OL, RJ, SC, SE.
Left Line Below.
AF, BA, BG, CE, GF, KD, KE, NG.
Bottom Line to Right. .
B, CC,CE, DE, GL,sHJ, 2J1sME: SE. TE:
Bottom Line to Left.
\C, AD, DL, 1K, R], SE.
The extension mentioned on JI looks rather as if a dot was attached
to the point of the SE corner.
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Dots

There are only a few which are generally placed either on the marging$
close to the corner of, or just inside, the second letter square. They aré
mostly very small and faint. E »
Near SE Corner.

Inside AD, HA, PL.

Outside AE; AK, AL FL K1, MI. RL, TF, TG, TK.
Lower Margin.

BJ. Between P and E of PENNY.

HF. Under second N of PENNY.

JA, LF. Below Y of PENNY.
First Letter Square.

EA, ’EB, MD.
NE Square.

FC, DF:
NW Sgquare.

Cl:

Others to be seen are :—

AH:  On P of POSTAGE:

IA. Tiny dots in one or both letter squares.
KB. On foot of E of PENNY.

LA. Outside NE square.

RG. On side line of R square near corner.

A B I

BG OL Qc QF

Scratches and Marks
On several stamps scratches appear on the margins and also in a few
cases in the corner squares. 4
Some of these being very faint, are difficult to confirm and others cans
only be seen on a well margined stamp. :
Lower Margin.
BD, BE, CD, DG, DH, FH, FI, FL, GF, HG, HH, HI, I1, 1], JA, J&.
JULAK T, DD H AT NI PACPE, OFSOH O -1 :
Top Margin.
Gl B PE R
Left Margin.
JE, NE=06H0L, PG, OC, 56,1
Right Margin.
CE, HD, SG.
Letter Squares.
First square.
Second square.

BF, BH, FL, PC, PG.
DL, FL, SJ.

NW Square.

QC, Rl
NE Square.

Ot/zw/r marks
AG.
BG.

?EG.
IG.
e
OA.

ONE PENNY.
{ POSTAGE

NEPENNY R ONE P

-3

(@11

PLATE D

3

which may be seen are :—

Mark in NE square at top right corner.

Thin diagonal line or scratch from base of B to bottom line of
square.

Faint line below the letter E.

Blur in NE square.

Short stroke below L square.

Short stroke above T of POSTAGE.

A block from the first state.




-3
-3

PLATE 6

Check Letters Neas
There is no characteristic letter and except for a tendency to weakness

ad in one or two cases some slight deformity such as the foot of the I on CI
and the right foot of A on OA there are no outstanding features.
i On EA and GA the lower parts of the E'and G are generally weak or faint.
The letter E is of the narrow type as on Plates 5, 7, 9 and 10.
In the second state of the plate some of the letters may be thinner or
weaker than usual, such as MD, ME, QE, TB and TE.
Double Letters. - 3 ; ]
The first letters of BG, LB, MK, PF and the K of FK are double. The
two best examples being the M of MK and P of PF.

B| K| |L

BG FK LB

PLATE 6
Earliest Date— June 29th, 1840.

HIS, generally considered to be the commonest, was certainly the most
carelessly laid down of all the black plates. It was very hard worked!
and soon worn out, only being in use for just under seven months from
June 15th, 1840, until January 9th, 1841. Like Plate 4 it is known as a.
“Spotty Plate,” but the spots here are not so numerous or so constant:
The stamps were usually a strong black in colour and generally cancelled!
in red. They were never satisfactory, the frame lines being ragged and
uneven, and not only on the left side (a weakness so common to many:
stamps from other plates, notably 4 and 5), but also at the corners. g

This weakness of the frame lines on Plate 6 is much more frequent than
on Plate 4 and to a lesser extent also more frequent than on Plate 5.

The base lines on Plate 6 are as a general rule thinner than on Plate 43

The impressions have the appearance of not having been very carefully.
made, possibly due to the metal of the plate being too hard and so not taking:
them clearly enough. Whatever the cause, however, the quality of the
plate did not seem to have pleased the printers as even before printing started
it is probable that some of the corners were repaired. Although there is
no official record it appears certain that repair, on more than one occasion,
became imperative, the results of which are seen on some of the stamps
from the second state of the plate. !

These repairs also give evidence of carelessness, as the choice of the
stamps which needed it must have been very haphazard, so many bad
specimens remaining untouched. The method of repair and the stamps
affected are discussed under “Frame Lines and Repairs,” Plates 5 and 6.

As a result of the necessary burnishing and cleaning after repairs, many
of the stamps show faint scratches and some of the letters appear fainter:
and thinner, but in no case do they appear to have been recut or repunched..

The outstanding features of Plate 6 are the ragged frame lines and the
presence of spots. It is suggested, in order to distinguish it from Plate 4,
that it should be known as the “Spotty and Shabby’’ Plate.

Guide Lines

/ These are nearly all vertical and in the NE square. They are very

unevenly distributed, there being none in the F or Q rows, and only one in

each of the A, I, J, L, N, O, P and R rows. Several of them, especially

those on BF, CJ, DA, DB; EF, GA, KG, MJ, MK and OG being very faint

or placed very close to the frame lines, are extremely difficult to confirm.

Vertical.

AR, BRC-BE,BE BI; BK;BL «CC, C], DA, DB, DE EBIEC, BE (Bl

EG, EH, EJ, ER  GA GC GE HC HH. . IB (JA KA KBAIKC,
KE, KG, KI, LA, MA, MB, MD, ME, MF, MG, MH, M]J, MK,
NI, OG, PA, RC, RI, SB, TA, TC.

SH. Traces of vertical guide lines may be seen in each upper square.
Horizontal.

These, like some 'of the vertical, are also difficult to see and of those which
have been described as appearing in the value or squares on ED, HA, IB,
JK, MB, MC, PH, RD, SD, SE, TI, the only ones it has been possible to
confirm with any certainty are ED and RD in the D squares, JK and MC
through the value, and the letter squares on JK and on MC in the C square.

The lines on IB and TI in the NE squares are also quite clear. The line
in the D square of RD slopes down to the right and may be a scratch. On
the following stamps more than one guide line has been described.

= I

EG. One strong vertical and two fainter horizontal guide lines in NE
square. ;

HC.  Vertical in NE square and C squares.

IB. ' Vertical and horizontal in NE square.

KC.  Vertical in NE square and C square and ? right side of K.

KE. Vertical in NE and E squares.

LA. Vertical in NE and A squares. Sl

MB. Faint horizontal through value and B square and vertical in
NE square.

Re-entries
There are only four, but all well marked.
OB. In NW and O squares and also through value.
QJ.  In both upper squares and on the lower margin,
QK. Through postage and both upper and K squares.
SA. Both upper squares.

po{ POSTAGE Y M
CloNE PENNYEY [BIONE PENNY.LS

OB OK
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Frame Lines
The bad condition of the side lines in the first state of this plate appears
more frequently than on the stamps from Plates 4 and 5 and in addition
many of the top and side lines of the upper squares are very weak. ]
In the second state, however, many of them show the lines stronger
and corner squares re-cut. ;
These second state stamps are mentioned and the method of repais
described under ‘“Frame Lines and Repairs,” Plates 5 and 6. {

Marks and Scratches
: S.

MM%K. Small mark at bottom of B square.
CD. Short stroke under margin under E of ONE.
CE. Faint blur to left side of NW square.
EK. Small mark or dot at top of NE square.
FB. Black mark on first upright of first N of PENNY
GE. Diagonal line upwards from top of G to margin.
GF. Blur on left of NE square.
HE. Small mark below H square.
IK. Faint line or mark below E of ONE and PENNY.
JL. Faint mark on left side of O of ONE.
MG. Mark below E of PENNY. v
ND. Blur on margin at side of NW square.
OI. Outside NE square. ? Scratch. ? Guide Line.

Extended Frame Lines
Right Line Below.
AA,AE, KB, LL, NK, RC.
Left Line Below.
: CA, FA, GA, KD, LA, NA, PA, RA, SC.

Bottom Line to Right. ~

AGy JL, SA, SE. PI.  Short stroke on margin under Y of PENNY.
) QL. Small stroke on left of circle of Q.+ i
BOttOIinC LI?K tf’Al,‘eﬂ' RD. Horizontal line sloping down through D square. ? Guide line.

SK. Small mark on margin above NW square.

TD. Short stroke on left of D square. ? Also top of T square.

TE. Pointed stroke piercing top right corner of E square.

TG. Short stroke downwards from top left of T square.

TH. Mark on right diagonal stroke of Y of PENNY.

TJ.  Short vertical line or mark on margin just below NW square.
Scratches.

DD. . First D square.

FL, GK, SG. Lower margin.

KD KJ RA. Left margin.

OI. O square and outside NE square.

RF. NW and R squares.

RG. In all squares (very faint).

RH. R square and below.

TA. T square.

OQE, QF, TB. Only to be seen in the second state of the plate.

E

OE. Diagonal lines in E square.
OF.  Diagonal lines in F square.
TB.  Scratches to the left of T square.

On NA and PA the left side and bottom lines have been described “'
crossing, but on PA these extensions must be very slight indeed. :

Dots

These are not so numerous, constant or well defined as those on Plate 4,
They are most numerous in the letter squares but are also to be seen in the
letters of Postage and Value and on the margins. Several which have beer
described as present on this plate are mentioned below, but may be doubtful
as it has not been possible to confirm them either because they are nof
constant or extremely faint.
Letter Squares.
First Square.

Al AL, CI, CK, EK, GI, GJ, GL, HI, H]J, IB, JA, KI, KK, LL, MHi

OJ PL. :

Second Square. i

A AT AT BY/BE, CEAHE ITE TIATL PR SR UH T M M ]

ME; NI, OF; PG RF RL SG

Both Squares.

DS ADE GL T A g
NE Square.

BB VR T TSN O
Letters of Postage.

AK, €D, TA;NJ, RACR .
Letters of One Penny.

AN D)
Upper Margin.

O Al KH NG PH RT
Lower Margin.

AD, JF, JJ, L], OH, QC, QL.




8 GUIDE LINES 30 THE PENNY BLACK

PROOF OF THE FIRST PENNY PLATE
= IN APRIL 1840 BEFORE THE INSCRIPTION AND CHECK LETTERS
WERE ADDED. . -

The complete sheet of plate proofs in the records of the General Post Office, London.

INTRODUCTION

HERE must be many thousands of stamp collectors \}'hu own from one

up to a dozen or so of the Great Britam Penny Black Stamps. It would
surely add to their interest to have some idea from which plate they have
been printed. g : % : ;

In the following pages nothing much original which will add to the
knowledge of the expert is claimed, but it is hoped that a short explanation
of the salient features of each plate, with a description of every stamp which
has any characteristic mark by which it can be plated, may prove helpful.
Apart from the position of the check letters in the lower corners, which is
often a deciding feature, a very great number of the stamps show something
indicating definitely from which plate they have come, or at any rate from
which plate they can NOT have come.

The English Penny Black stamps were printed from steel plates, of
which there were eleven, each being designed to carry 240 impressions.
These impressions were produced by a somewhat complicated procedure.
The design of the stamp was engraved, in reverse, on a soft steel die which
was then hardened. A soft steel roller of suitable size to carry from four
to eight impressions was then put in a transfer press and rolled under great
pressure until the design on the die was transferred in reverse form to the
roller.

The roller was then hardened and by the same process in the transfer
press an unlimited number of reproductions exactly similar to the original
die could be laid down on soft steel plates:

After these plates had been cut to the exact size required, faint lines
known as Guide Lines were marked on them to help keep the transfers in
alignment. These lines were afterwards removed as far as possible, but
traces of them were often left and appeared on the stamps, and finally any
additional touching up that was found to be necessary was completed. The
lower corner squares on the plates were left blank for the letters which were
afterwards inserted by means of steel punches each bearing a different letter
from A to T.

~ The arrangement and positions of the letters are fully described when
discussing the Check Letters.

As a result of this process of production there are present on a great
many of the stamps, in addition to the Guide Lines already mentioned,
flaws and varieties that are known as Re-entries, Double Letters, Dots,
Blur§ and other marks, all of which are described under their appropriate
h?aghngs. There are also present on some of the stamps two constant flaws,
Originating no doubt on the rollers, called roller flaws, one of which, the
Ra_\' Flaw, appears on stamps from Plates 1, 2 and 11; the other, the O
Flaw, on Plates 7, 8, 9 and 10. :

Before the printing on paper of the stamps began the usual routine was
for the plates to be hardened, but in the case of, at any rate, Plate 1, this
Was not done, probably owing to the rush to get the stamps ready.

The actual printing was done by means of a hand printing press, each
sheet consisting of 20 rows of 12, making 240 stamps in all.

9




VLAY 7
Earliest Date—July 8th, 1840.

HIS plate was completed on June 19th, 1840, but for some unknown
reason was not registered until July 8th, although it was put to press on
26th June, 1840. E

: The colour of the first stamps printed is quite black, but not the intense
black of the early printings from Plate 1A and as later it began to wear they
seem to take on the greyish appearance of those from Plate 3 but perhaps
not quite to the same extent.
Like Plate 3, Plate 7 was very well prepared and there is no evidence
that either of them underwent any repair. Like Plate 3, also, it seems t¢
have worn badly, and was only in use for about six months. For this reason
stamps from each of them have very few abnormal marks (except for
“O” Flaw, which often may not be visible) by which they can be identifie
and specimens are by no means common. Plate 7 begins a series of four pla
on which the “O” Flaw appears, the others being 8, 9 and 10, and it was the
only one of them not to be used for the 1841 issue of the Penny Reds. =
This flaw may be seen in one or two forms or stages (see pages 35 to

on most of the stamps in the A to G rows; on some of the H and I rows
and also on JA and JB. :
It is generally very faint and ill-defined, being best seen on the A to E
rows, but not even here is it so well marked as on the later plates, and in
the G, H and I rows it is often practically invisible.
The only letter at all characteristic is the “L”” on which the left lower
serif on most of the stamps is practically missing. The two plates, 3 and 7,
having so much in common, and Plate 3 having been referred to as the
“Tidy” Plate, this might be referred to as the “Neat and Tidy” Plate. =

Re-entries
The two stamps, KK and QI, are the only ones to show a re-entry and
both are very well marked.

KK. In the NE square, both letter squares and -along the lower
border. :
QI.  In the Q and both upper squares.

24 POSTAGE: )54

%4 POSTAGE %

PLATE 7 81

. Check Letters

There is nothing very particular to notice about the letters, except that
the left lower serif of the L’s in the horizontal row of LB, LD, LE and LH
is missing, and on LA, LC, L] and LL is weak or more or less missing.

pouble Letters 2
The first letters of CA, DA, FA, NB, NF and the E of PE have all been

described as double, but none of these are very obvious, the best of some very
poor examples being perhaps the F of FA, the N of NF and E of PE.

Other slight abnormalities are on :—

BA. The B appears to have been re-cut.
EI. Lower part of E faint.

FB. Foot of F defective.

FI. Top serif of I weak on left.

GA. Lower part of G deformed.

IH. Left upright of H weak.

Guide Lines
Vertical.

AF, Af -AK, BH, /Bl BJ, CJ, CK, CL 1B,;21C, MB ME MK 0I5

OC, O 06O OK FOC REB IRERH (R JSRE S A i

All these appear in the NE square, except one which has been recorded
as appearing on IC in the NW as well as the NE square.
Horizontal.
«  There are only a few of these and like the vertical they are mostly very
faint, and all except that on LI appear either in one or both of the letter
squares and/or the value.

BE, DG oKE K[ OA OB Oh-RA TC,
LI. There is a trace of a guide line through the E of POSTAGE.

Frame Lines

These are generally very well defined, only a few exceptions being
noticed, such as AG, DI and D], where the side lines of the NE square are
weak or broken, and on EJ where there is a gap at the top left corner of the
NE square. The left side lines of BL, CE and CK and the right side line of
DH are noticeably irregular.

Extended Frame Lines
T'wo very unusual extensions occur on this plate.

HK. Right line extends upwards. This stamp shows the same exten-
sion on Plate 8.

KB. Top line of K square appears to extend into the left margin.

Bottom Line to Right. :
AG, BESCC CTDASVIE  IFE MBRE RIVRT -

F




82 GUIDE LINES TO THE PENNY BLACK

Bottom Line to Left.
AG; €I, DK, EG, ER, EK, HJ.
Right Line Below.
AB GG, DA, 1], GK, LH, M1, NE, NI, PC, RL, SH:

On HK the right line appears to extend well above but this looks more'

like a guide line than an extension.
Left Line Below.
CL, OL.

Double Extensions
AG. Bottom line to right and perhaps very slightly to left.
CI. Bottom line to right and left.
DA, RL. Bottom line to right and right below.

Dots !
There are only a few, some of which can be seen inside or on the margin
near the corner of the SE square.

AL, BL, DL, GL, IB, QL, SL, TL and on LA and PB in the L an :

squares.

Others are to be found on :—

B, 2On the B of Penny:

EG. A white dot on the foot of E. ]

OA. A very well marked one on the left margin opposite the diadem.
Dots are to be seen in this position on other plates, especially
Plate 3. '

QF. On the lower margin between N and Y of Penny.

TE. Two dots on the upper margin near the inner corner of NE square.

TG. One dot in much the same position.

Scratches and Marks
Scratches.

These are not so frequent as on some of the other plates but can be easily

seen on i—
Lower Margin. BA, CD, GB, GD, L], NB, PL, QA, RA.
Lefe Mavemn: = BA ]G, PG.
Right Margin. SC.
Marks.
Al.  Vertical mark on margin beside NW square.
BA. Thin line through foot of B—B re-cut.
CC, CD. Blur outside NW square.
CF. Short vertical stroke on left of F square.
FI. Thin line from foot of I to side line.
KG. Mark to left of NW square.
MD. Short stroke on left of D square.
RC. Short mark at left of letter C.
RI.  Thin lines or scratches in NE square. :

TG. Short stroke downwards from top left of T square near the corner

TJ. Small mark top left of T square.

PLATE 8

Earliest Date—September 5th, 1840.

LTHOUGH completed in July, 1840, and registered the same month,

the earliest known date for a used stamp is September 11th, 1840.

The stamps are normally a strong black in colour and cancelled in both
red and black and perhaps more frequently in red. Apart from the presence
of the “O” Flaw, there is nothing outstanding by which this plate can be
recognized. This flaw may be seen in Stage 2 (see pages 35 to 38) on all
the stamps AA to O] and in stage 1 in most of those from OK to TL.
That the plate underwent some minor repairs whilst printing the black
stamps is supported by the fact that some stamps, such as DC, DK, GE,
HE and perhaps also OD, OE, OF and OH, which show the “O” Flaw
originally, later appear as in a second state without it.

Plate 8 was used for the 1841 red issue, and that further repairs took

place during this printing is shown on the red stamps AF to AL by signs of

re-entering of the bottom frame lines and letter squares.

Re-entries
There are only four but all are well marked.
DL. NE square, D square and value.
RL. NE square and NN of PENNY.
TA. Both upper squares and lower margin.
TJ. NE square and lower margin.

F5{_POSTAGE ) ¥%4_POSTAGE )3
BIONE PENNY.A

KoNE PENNY.M

Check Letters

There is no really characteristic letter unless the E, which is of the narrow
type. and somewhat similar to that on Plate 7, but slightly smaller, can be
considered so.

Double Letters

HA. A double. XM

MI.  Upper part of M slightly double.

HA MI
Defective Letters

LL.  Foot of first L long on left.

NA. N with long foot.

On AD the A has been described as defective on top, but if so it must be
Very slight.

83




84 GUIDE LINES TO THE PENNY BLACK

Guide Lines

These are more numerous here than on any plate except Plate 9 and |
on the whole can be fairly easily recognized but as usual some of them are "

very faint or very close to the frame lme There is no guide line on any stamp
in the K row, and only one in the J and M rows.

It may help in plating to remember that any KA to KL stamp which

shows a guide line cannot come from Plate 8.

Vertical.

I Cl CL DA, DC B DG DH, DI DK, EA, EB, EC EF

EG EI El, EK EL EC ED, FI G—\ 7GH *H{ HC, HG HH;

Hil. >IA IB, ?IE JE LE; LD LF DLI, M% ND, NI, OD, OF,

OF, 01, OK, OL, PA, PB, PC, PD, PG, PH, PI, PJ, PK, PL |
QA, OB, QC, OD, OE, OG, OH, OI, 0], OK, RA, RB, RC, RD.

RE RP, RG; RL, . RK SA, SB. 'SC, SD TB, 1C, TD, TE /&8

Guide lines which have also been described in the NE square on BJ, ]

GH, HA, IA, IE and LI it has not been possible to confirm.
Two guide lines can be seen on :—

EL, SC. Vertical in NE square and horizontal in the L and C squares i

PI.  Vertical in NE and I squares.

Horizontal.
EL, FB, SC, in the L, B and C squares.
FH in the F square.
FG, LI, NB, SC. Through one or both letter squares and value.

Frame Lines

As on Plate 7 the lines are well defined, and the weakness so common on

some of the earlier plates seems to have been overcome.

Extended Lines
Bottom Line to Right.

AFE, BC; €C, C], ?EE, ?EC, DH, EK, FI, GI, HE, HE 'IA, JE, N

ME, MF, NC, RA, SA, TB.

Bottom Line to Left.

B DEC PH, SE.
Right Line Below.

AC AR SAG AL DB FI. O, FE:
Left Line Below.

GE GK:
More than One Extension.

NL. Right line very slightly below and bottom line slightly to r1ght

On HK there is an extension of the right side line above and on NI a |

thin line extends from the bottom line to the right.

NE Square. -AA, AE, AF, AJ, AK, AL, BC, BG, BI, ?BJ, BK, BL, CC

B M arks.

PLATE 8 85

ts

po These are not very numerous and they are nearly all to be found in or
just outside the second letter squares on —

B A AR CAH, AK, B, BL, GEOHE, ML OL, PJ, PL,.O1.; SE,

TH, K L.

On AA there.is a dot on the upper margin.

AL. On middle of side line of L square.

TC and TD have dots in both letter squares.

TE. Two dots in corner of E square.

TG. Dot on left margin.

* Scralches.

A few stamps have scratches along the lower and right margins.
Lower Margin. BH, MH, SG.
Right Margin. HK, IG.

BL, HL. Two short strokes on left margin just above the B and H
squares.

QL. Mark on top margin between O and S of POSTAGE.

The marks on BL and HL are very faint on stamps from the second
state of the plate.

Plate 8.

Examples show the “O” flaw and GI the extended bottom frame
line to right.




PLATE 9
Earliest Date—November 18th, 1840.

NLIKE Plates 7, 8 and 10, every stamp from the first state of the plate *
shows stage 2 of the “O”” Flaw, but later on, after repairs, from its second
state some of the stamps in the top rows, particularly the A row, such as
AA to AF, AI to AK and BB, EC and FE may be found without the flaw."
On some of these stamps there may appear in place of the flaw a blurring
effect which looks like a crude attempt to remove it without effecting its'
complete absence. j .
This suggests some minor repairs or touching up which probably took:
place before the plate was used for the provisional printing in black. 1
There are more vertical guide lines in the NE square of this plate than
on any other, being even more numerous than on Plate 8. !
A feature of the plate is the presence on AB, AC, AH, A, AJ of a distinct
dot above the NE corner. .
The stamps are a strong black and cancelled in both red and black in
about equal proportions. . 2 ‘
As the plate could only have been used for printing stamps during
November and December, 1840, and also for a short time in January, 1841,
for the provisional printing, the stamps from it are by no means common..

Re-entries 3
The best example of the three stamps affected is on NK, the other two
being EH and FD. g
EH. NE and H squares.
FD. Lower margin.
NK. NE square, letter squares and below O of ONE.

S{_POSTAGE )7y
EoNE PENNIIEEIONE PEN N 1B

}5( POSTAGE 2y
RIONE PENN Y333
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PLATE 9 87

Check Letters :
The letter J has a tendency to being square footed like those on Plate
10, but by no means to the same extent. The stamps which show this best
- 'HJ, JA, JG, JH, JI, M] and also OJ, PJ, QJ and R].
In the N row the diagonal stroke of the N is longer than usual on NE,
NF, NG and NH, being apparently the result of retouching.
The letter E is somewhat similar to those on Plates 5, 6, 7 and 10, being

of the narrow type.

Double Letters

B||c| (D] [B| [H

BL CK DC ED HB
=N T

B|IM||O]|B||T

LB MA OA OB TB

/
Birst Tetter:, ‘BE, BLCK DC, HB LT, MA:QA T8
Second Letter. AE, EB, JL, LB, OB.
On the whole these are quite distinctive, except perhaps for AE, BE,
JL and LL. The double letters on EB and OA are usually very indistinct,
but occasionally are found to be quite clear.

Guide Lines

From no other plates are there so many stamps with both vertical and
horizontal guide lines, both of which in several cases appear on the same
stamp. The horizontal lines are often very faint and seldom continuous,

- except on the K row, where they may be seen running through one or both

letter squares and the value. The vertical are practically all placed in the
NE square, and often also appear on the same stamp in the second letter
square.
~ The K row is outstanding as every stamp has a horizontal line which
1S generally extremely well defined and on KA, KC, KE, KF, KG and KK
there are vertical lines as well.
Vertical. NE Square. -
AA, AB, AC, AD, AE, AF, AG, AH, AI, AJ, AK, BA, BB, BC, BD, BE,
BE, BG, BIBK, CA,CB, CECE, 2CGCH CL CL, DA, BB DC,
DB, DE:DE, DG DL D], DK EA, EB; ED, EE -EFE EI.E]J,
BEK. BB, - BC EE, PELHR], BK GA GC GE; GE, GG, G] .GK,
HA; HE, HK, IKJD, KA KC KE, KF KG KK, LE LK E,
MA, MB, MC, ME, MF, MG, MH, MI, M]J, MK, NA, NB, NC, ND,
NE, NG, NH, NI, NJ, OA, OB, OC, OD, OF, 0G, OH, 0Ol, PC,
PE,Pl, P}, PR OE RA;RE-RE'TA TR 216 T
On AB there are what look like two vertical lines in the NE square.
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S GUIDE LINES TO THE PENNY BLACK PLATE 9 89

Vertical. In NE and-SE Squares. 4 e
?AA, AE, BA, CB, CF, DA, DE, DF, EE, EI, ?FB, ?FC, FF, GA, GGl
GG, HA, HE, HK, ?IK, KA, KC, KG, KK, LF, LK, LL, M@
MF, MG, MK, NC, NE, OE, QF, TA. 1
The vertical lines which have been described in the SE square on AA;
FB, FC and IK cannot be confirmed, and on TC, also, a vertical line may be 8
present in the NE square. ‘ g
Vertical. In Letter Squares. . B
In the E and F squares of JF, KE and KF. Hir dalwls avove i dddigi vl ton o
In the E and H squares of LE and ?LH. +
Vertical lines have also been described on ID in the I square and on ©
IB, RG and TH in the NW squares, which can rarely be recognized. K
Horizontal. Through Value, Letter Squares or Both. ! g
BA, BB, CG, CJ, HA, HB, HC, HE, HH, HK, IA, JD, ?JE, JG -
KB,(KC,)KD, KE, KF, KG; KH, KI, KJ, KK, KL, LL S 3
NA, NI, NJ, NL, OA, OH, OI, PK, OA, OB, OD, QG, RC, /Kt A
?SD, SE, Sl. '
Horizontal lines are also described as appearing on :—
FF, FH, FI and SG.
Vertical and Horizontal.
Vertical in NE square or NW square and second letter squares with®
horizontal also through letter squares and/or value.
BA, BB, ?CG, HA, HE, HK, JD, KA, KC, KE, KF, KG, KK, it ]
MJ, NA, NI, NJ, OA,'OH, OI; PK. £
B

Frame Lines 1
Except for a weakness on a few stamps at the NE square, the frame lines®
are generally good. '

Extended Lines
Right line below. AA, BH, CG, FC, GF, HF, KB, KI, OE, OI.
Left line below. AF, LK, RC, RE.
Bottom line to right.  AE,; BH, BI, CG, EC, ?1], OA;;OK, SA; SE TAS
Bottom line to left. KI, KL, MK, PC, PJ, OG, RL. ]

Double Extensions
AF. Left line below bottom line slightly to right.
BH, CG. Right line below and bottom line to right.
KI. Right line slightly below bottom line to left.

Blocks with identical letterings—the second showing considerable wear.

Dots

These are very few in number, but AB, AC, AH, AI and A]J all have a
dot on the upper margin just above the NE square.

BL and TA have a dot in the SE corner of the L and A squares
respectively, and SL and TC a dot below the SE corner. '

and the lower corner squares.

“ONE. PENNY”
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Scratches and Blurs
Scratches.
A few stamps have scratches along the margins.
Lower margin. RC, ?SB.
Right margin. HF, IH, PE, SC.
Left margin. QH, SD.

RD. Faint scratches in the letter squares, letters of value and also og

both top and lower margins.

Blurs

The following have a blur in the left side of the NW square or

outside it.

BJ, CD, CE, DH, DL, GH, QE, QH, and on NB there is a blur all alo f;

the left margin.
On OL there is a short blurred line in the NW square on the left.

CF and DF vertical guide line in NE and “F” Squares.
CG horizontal guide line through value and G square.
Right frame extends below.

DG vertical guide line in NE square.

PLATE 10

Earliest Date— January 2nd, 1841.

: THESE stamps are very scarce and after those from Plate 11 they are

probably the most difficult to obtain, and especially so with a red maltese
cross, as being generally cancelled in black this is very rare. That compara-
tively few black stamps could have been produced from the plate is obvious
as they could only have been printed in December, 1840, and during the short
riod of the provisional printing in January, 1841, for which it was one of
the plates to be used.

Like Plates 7, 8 and 9, Plate 10 carries the “O”” Flaw, which is present
on all the stamps from the first state of the plate except BE, BF, BH, B]J,
BK and KB.

Plate 10 is known in a second state, and that some repairs took place
at any rate to the upper four rows is proved by the following stamps on
Swhich the “O” Flaw practically disappears in the second state.

A BB, BC, BD; CA(GBY CC. CE, CE, €& CH, DH 4 b | e Dl

In its early state, Plate 10 shows the “O”’ Flaw in stage 2 or 3 on every

_stamp except BE, BF, BH, BJ, BK, KB, as mentioned above. Stage 3 is

of great importance in plating because the only Penny Blacks on which this
stage of the flaw appears being AA to D], Plate 10, all these stamps except
BE, BF, BH, etc., can be so easily recognized. Some of the check letters
also may be very helpful in plating and especially so I, J, O, R and T. The
long-tailed R, sometimes called “Rat Tailed,” is characteristic and peculiar
to Plate 10, as is also the Q with its tail less curled than usual. The tall I,
square-footed J and squat T are much the same on both Plates 10 and 11,
but of course there will be no “O” Flaw on the Plate 11 stamps. Other
letters which are also more or less characteristic for both plates 10 and 11
are the broad “M” and tall “N”.

Re-entries

2 ™

These are well defined, and appear on :—

PG, SI. NE square, letter squares, value and below.
K. NE square, letter squares, value and POSTAGE.

RI. NE square, value and I square.

RK. Lower margin.

RL. NW square and lower margin.

TA. NE square, postage and value.

01

[onE PENNYH
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H||H

11l {3

J

M| M

N||N| (Q||Q]| |R||R||R| |T||T|

In each case, the first letter is the normal, the second (or third) from plate 10, ] :

Check Letters J
The long-tailed R and square-footed J are the outstanding features o
this plate. That the letter P was originally wrongly used and a tail, cut )
hand, added subsequently, accounts for the variation in shape which §
often occurs to the tail of the letter R. 3
The letter ) is also somewhat distinctive in that the tail has the appea
ance of having had its tip clipped off, which is especially noticeable on
and QF.
Other letters which differ from the normal alphabet I type are the shor
and stumpy-looking H, the short and squat T, and the tall and thin I and N
All these letters, especially the J, are somewhat similar to those on Plat
11, but here the entire absence of the “O” Flaw is a great aid in cases @
doubt. On both Plates 10 and 11 the letter J is completely square-foote
and on a few stamps from Plate 9, instead of the normal rounded foot then
is a tendency to squareness. ]

Double Letters ‘
These are seven in number if the second E of EE, which must be ver}
slight, is included. )
The other six are the second letters of GJ, KL, ?ND, O], PA and
H of HA. None of these are really good examples, perhaps the H of
L of KL, and the A of PA are the best.
The D of ND is included, but this looks more like a small projectio;
from the bottom curve of the letter D than a double letter. ;

Defective or Faint Letters
The following are defective in varying degrees :—
B of KB and OB, H of HC and M of MA, and very slightly the B 0
BAand Cof I.C.
The diagonal stroke of the N of NE, NF and NG is longer and moxt
pointed than usual.

"~ Guide Lines : ¢

Practically all the vertical lines appear in the NE squares, and severa
of them, which are mentioned separately, are very faint or so close to
frame lines as to be difficult to see. The horizontal through the letters O
value are also mostly very faint and seldom appear as a continuous liné
generally only being visible on one or two of the letters. :

PLATE 10 93

Vertical. NE Square.
N B] DADD DL DY EE B KB EFK, FL GA, GB, GF, GL,
HD, HE, KA, KF, KT, KK, MA, NA, NI, NI, 04 OC, P QX
QI, RA, RF, RG, SA, SB, SC, SG, TB, TC, TF, By AR
Others which have been described as present but which are very faint
may perhaps be visible on :—
BB, DC, DE-DE, DG, DH, ED EI, G, FJ. GH, GI, HA, HC, HG,
KI, MK, NB, NH, 'PL, OB, /0C, ‘O], SG, TG.
On FL there is a vertical guide line in the NE and L square.
in the NE square extends slightly above the top line of the square.
K]J. Faint vertical line in front of J.

Vertzcal NW Square.
D, JG, MF, and perhaps on HF and LG.

Horzmuml
C, K, KG, KNI OL - PJ, SC.

On JA, KA, LI, MI, MJ, NK, RD and SF horizontal lines have also been
described but not confirmed.

Horizontal and Vertical.
1. P St

The line

Frame Lines
There is nothing particular to describe about these lines, as on the whole
they are well defined and show few weaknesses.

. Extended Lines

It will be seen that the majority of these extensions are on the left side
of the stamp and especially the left line below.

Left Line Below.
CA, CD, CK, DA, DB, DC, DF, DI, EH, FD, FL, HB, KB.
Right Line Below.
AD, CA, HB, IA, IG, NK, SD.
Bottom Line to Right.
OK, QH, OI.
Bottom Line to Left.
DB, SG.

Double Extensions
DB. Bottom line well to left. Left line slightly below.
CA, HB. Both side lines below.

Dots

. There are only about a dozen of these and they are mostly very small,
faint and indistinct. All but four or five of them will be found either in the
Squares, or on the margins below on EK, LK, OL, RC, SL, TC, TF, TK.
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Others present are :—

AL. Side margin at about the middle of the NE square.

DL. In the NW square.

GD. Top of NE square.

JK. Two dots on the lower margin which are connected by a t
line running from below NNY to the K square.

JL. On the lower margin, but as it is some distance below the
square it can only be seen on a well margined stamp.

Scratches, Marks and Blurs

Scratches.
These are not very definite, but can generally be seen on :—
AG. Left margin.
OF, PB. Lower margin.
OD. Top margin.
QE. Top and lower margins.

Marks.

There is a small mark which appears on the right of the letter J whichis
characteristic of this plate and appears on :—
EJ, 1], JF, J1, JJ (first J), NJ, OJ, PJ, QJ, RJ, SJ.
The only other marks of note are a thick vertical line running through
top line of NW square of RL, and on MD an indistinct vertical line of
scratch through the bottom line of the M square. ‘
‘ Blurs.
] As on Plate 9, there are several blurs either in the NW square or on n;
margin outside, but on Plate 10 there are twice as many.
The only stamps on which this is present on both Plates 9 and 10 are
CD, CE and CG, but for plating purposes it is well to remember that t
NW corner square is also blurred on :

CC and CD, Plates 7 and 10.
On Plate 10 it appears on :—

Plate 10.

Note the absence of the “O” flaw on the stamps lettered B] and
BK.
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For the minor varieties in this block see the descriptions under the corner letters AA to DF.




PLATE 11
Earliest Date—F ebruary 4th, 1841.

HE principal interest of this most interesting plate is that the firs
Tprintings were made in red on January 29th and 30th, and the imprimatug
copies registered at Somerset House were in this colour. The printings in
black were made on February 1st and 2nd, as part of the provisional printing
which took place between January 22nd and February 3rd. Only somg
700 sheets, including some wastage, were printed from it.

To the experienced eye, Plate 11 stamps are of a greyish tint which §
quite distinct from the grey due to wear so often seen on those from Plates
1A, 2 3 and 7.

As this is generally considered to be characteristic of the plate, was the
provisional printing in any way responsible ? This seems to be proba
and in fact it is quite likely that there may be stamps from the other plates
used for this printing which have the same peculiar tint. :

Some of the check letters, especially the square J, are very similar to
those on Plate 10, but the absence here of any “O” Flaw is the deciding
factor between the two plates. 1

The letter E, being broad and short, is somewhat distinctive, and os
some of the L’s from the L row the foot is short on the left. ‘

The cancellations are generally in black, the red Maltese Cross bein;
rarely seen. i

As the Plate 11 stamps are so scarce, it is very useful to remember twe
characteristics of the plate, described by Dr. Osborne, by which practicall
every stamp can be recognized at sight. i

(1) Instead of the 7 o’clock Ray Flaw which appears so often on
Plate 1 and 2 stamps, this same flaw (7 o’clock) is present on ev
Plate 11 stamp except GE and GF, but in the opposite or top ri
square. The importance of this Ray Flaw when plating is that |
does not appear on any stamp from the other plates printed 1
black. i

(2) A break of varying dimensions and/or a weakness of the top am
right lines of the NE square.

As regards plating these particular stamps, much less seems to hay
been written about them than of any of the other black stamps. This !
no doubt due to lack of the material for careful study of the stamps. H
as it is hoped, this can be remedied, it is entirely due to the very gred
kindness and generosity of the four well known philatelists, H. C. V. Adams
Bertram McGowan, J. B. Seymour and W. Sugden, who have lent thel
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collections of Plate 11 for examination. For my Publisher, and in a lesser
degree myself, to be able to meet and have the opportunity of examining
and discussing each one of these 240 scarce stamps both in black and red
must surely be a most fortunate and unusual experience.

The conclusions we have come to are as follows :—

Although it has been recorded by at least one eminent authority that
most of the SE corners were re-cut, which is quite correct, no list of the
stamps so affected seems to have been published. There is no official record
of any general repair to the plate, but there are indications that some minor
repairs such as ‘‘touching up’’ took place on more than one occasion—when
+the SE corners were re-cut and the left lines reinforced.

It is thought that the work must have been done late in the day on

February Ist or early on the following morning before the last printings in

black were made. Two different states of red printing of the same lettering

. are not difficult to find and in the case of the stamps lettered MF, MH, PL
e and QC, copies have been seen of both states in both red and black. The
~ touching-up must have been made during the black printing and the

situation may be summarized as follows :—
January 29th/30th—first printings made in red—i.e., first state.

February 1st—first printings made in black—i.e., first state. The plate
touched up.

February 2nd—second and final printings made in black—i.e., second
state.
Later—subsequent printings made in red—i.e., second state. This being

the first and only plate from which red stamps were printed before the black,

and both red and black being known in two states, it is thought advisable to

* make some slight alterations in the detailed list AA-TL.

AA and TL, for instance, show the left line strengthened, and RI has
a break at the SE corner on the black but not the red stamps. These are
examples of stamps from the first state of the plate in red and from the first
part of the printing in black.

Details of such stamps as AA, etc., will therefore be given under the

" - heading A State 1, but the stamps MF, MH, MJ, ’ML, PK and PL, having

ISR’:e? sgen in black in two states, will be mentioned under A State 1 and C
ate 2.

Re-cut Corners
As already mentioned, most of the SE corners were re-cut and it will
€ seen from the following that only eight stamps were not so affected.
All th‘e‘A, B, C, D and E rows and the F row except FJ.
GA, GC, GE, GF, GG, GH, GK, GL from the G row.
All the H row.
IC, IE, IF, IG, IH, II, 1], IK, IL from the I row.
All the J row and especially so JD and JH.
All the K row except KJ and all the L to T rows.

This leaves FJ, GB, GD, GI, GJ, IA, IB, ID and K] with the corners
ot re-cut,

{
i
£
b
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Frame Lines
The principal feature of note concerning these lines is :—

(1) A reinforcement of the left line only on : k-
AA (first state in red, not re-cut), AB, AE, AG, AH, BA, BC, BD, BESS
(BH and BI, upper half), B], BK, CF, CH, DB, DC, DF, (DH#

and DK, upper half), ED, FD, (FH, upper half), GE, GG, (HI, ¥

lower half), JI, (JK, upper half), JL, KA (KG, upper half), LD, %

LH, MF, MH and M]J (second state), ML (? second state), PK

and PL (second state), QA, OB, QL, RA, RE, TE, TG, T] (seconds

state) and TL.

(2) Right side only :
EE.
(8) NE corner weak at top and right : 4
AH, CK, DI, DK, EE, EH, EI, FD, H]J, HL, ID; JA, JG, K], i
MH, NB, NH, NI, NK, OF, 0G, RK, SE, SE, SG. 3

(4) Top line NE corner missing :
NA.
(5) Top line NE corner broken or weak : ’
AA, AB, AC, AD, AE, Al, A]J, AK, AL, BA, BB, BG, ’BH, BI, Bj &S
BL, CD, DA, DB, DG, DH, DJ, DL, EA, EB, EF, EJ, EK i
FC, FE, FF, FG, FK, FL, GA, GD, GK, HA, HB, HF, HG, 15
OA. 1
(6) NE corner weak at right: E
CH, CI, CJ, CL, FB, FI, IF, 11, IK, JD, JE, JH, JK, L], NG, P ]G
BK, HG ] 4

Re-entries 1
All the S row stamps have a small mark in the NE square on the left
which is generally recognized as a re-entry. '
The other re-entries to be seen are on :— /
BC. B square. Upper squares. Postage and value.
ND. Upper squares. Postage and Penny.
NE. NE square and NE PEN.
NJ. Postage and NW square.
NK. Letters of One Penny.
OA. Upper squares. Postage and A

square. - -

RA. E PEN of One Penny. m POSTAGE Eg
TC. NE square.

HoNE PFNNY.E

TB. Below One.
TD. NW-square.
TK. NE square, K square and value. PD

All the following show the bottom line double in varying degrees—NF, =

PD, RF, RG, SA, SC, SF, SI, SK, TA, TI, T]J, and in addition to the mark -

in the NE square, there is also on SA, SB and SC a mark through the lower =

part of the S of Postage.
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{5 POSTAGE Py
C{ONE PENNY.IH
}{ POSTAGE )%

¥4 POSTAGE |7

EXONE PENNY.D)

| . Check Letters

Apart from the square-footed J, some of these letters are much like those
on Plate 10, such as the rather short and stumpy-looking H and T, and the
tall and thin I and N. As on Plate 7, but not to the same extent, there is
on some of the L’s in the horizontal row a shortening of the foot on the left

" which is perhaps most noticeable on BL, GL, HL, QL and RL.

Double Letters
There are several of these, perhaps the best example being the J of JE.

D||JI|IA{|H||H||D

DD JE KA NH P RD

The others are mostly slightly affected either at the upper or lower
extremity and are :—

BB. Second B on top.

DD. First D on top.

DI, DL. Letter D double.

JE.  Letter J double.

KA. Right foot of A.

LL. Second L.

NH. Left upright of H at top

PH. Top and bottom of H.

RD. Bottom of D.

SD.  Top of D.
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The “VR’ Penny Black.

In addition to this public issue of the 1840 Penny Black, there was also
a small issue of what is known as the “VR” Penny Black.

This issue was only for use in Government Departments, and not for
sale, and as only 3,000 sheets were printed these stamps are very difficult
to obtain.

These were produced by erasing the crosses from the upper corners from
a roller impression of the original die, and then transferring 240 impressions
to a plate. After this the letters “V”’ and “R” were inserted by hand in the
two blank squares, in the same way as were the letters in the two lower corner
squares.

State of Plate

After the printing from the plate had begun it was often found that
owing to wear some sort of repair, from minor touching up to slight repair or
even complete overhaul, became necessary, as was the case soon after Plate
1 came into action. '

When a plate was printed from, after it had been repaired, that is, later
than as it was when originally laid down, the resulting stamps are referred to
as from its second state and if any further repair took place as from its
third state. It often happened however that minor repairs took place
after the plate was completed but before it was put to press.

After the 240 impressions had been laid down, the rough edges, caused
by the turning up of the steel due to the pressure of the roller when the
impressions were being transferred to the plate, were scraped away.

The removal of these rough edges or “burrs” as they are called, and the
burnishing out of the guide lines, scratches, etc., often left the corners and
side lines weak, thus necessitating retouching or in some cases recutting
the lines of the squares and perhaps re-drawing or re-entering the sidelines.

This, as explained later, may account in some measure for the great
number of stamps from all the plates on which the frame lines are extended.

Although there does not seem to be any direct evidence as regards dates
of repairs to individual plates or exactly what was done except in the case
of Plate 1, it is most probable that with the possible exception of Plates 3,
4 and 7 all the black plates underwent repair of some sort at least once and
probably more often.

INTRODUCTION 11

hen the colour of the stamps was changed from black to red in
u\:rk\{L 1841, the black plates 1, 2, 5, 8, 9, 10 and 11 were all uied for the
- tiLHZT of this first issue of the Penny Red. Plates 3, 4, 6 and 7 were not
rml b(:‘ause Plate 3 had already been destroyed and Plates 4, 6 and 7 had

use( 38 S ¢ > " y A A2 7 o % 02 =
been discarded before this red printing began and were finally destroyed early

- ary 1841.
r Ja’\!i'u\i\rr}al]é?]these red stamps give evidence that in addition to the first
e\'tPl‘l’Si\'C repairs to the original 7pla'te, known as Plate 14, resulting in a
éc(;n'd state Plate 1B, further repair must have taken place by which a
ihird state or 1C can be recognized. : y | ¥
These particular stamps may therefore be considered as coming frmr'l a
Jater state of the plate than the or1g1nal, but apart from these red, many u/r
the black stamps can also be recognized as coming from a second state, and
not only from Plate 1, but also from P}ates 6, 8, 9 and 10 by showing signs
of Re-entering, Re-cut lines, Re-touching, etc. X
That Plate 5 also existed in a third state is proved by the stamp PD.
Having outlined the method of production of the stamps, it will now
be necessary to mention two flaws which are very helpful in recognizing
stamps from Plates 1, 2, 7, 8, 9 and 10. Other means by which the plate a
stamp comes from can be recognized such as Re-entries, Guide Lines, Double
Letters, etc., will also be described.

Ray Flaw -
yThis is the complete or partial absence of the upper-most of the small

rays in the top left square just below the long and bigger ray which runs up

to the top left corner. : ;
There are also two other ray flaws which appear only on Plates 1 and 2

and another which appears only on Plate 11.

14 D ORI PO

Plate 1A Ray Flaws. Plate 1B 00 Flaw.

“‘O” Flaw . ;

This appears as a small white mark extending from the bottom line
upwards between the letters “O” and “N”’ of “ONE”. This flaw is present
On many stamps from Plates 7, 8, 9 and 10 but on no other pllate. :

Both these flaws were probably due to the same cause. It is most likely
that a speck of metal on the original die or perhaps on the surface of the
roller was not noticed when the roller used for these plates was made. As
Several stamps from these plates never show the flaw it would seem therefore
most probable that more than one roller was used. These flaws are fully
discussed later.
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Defective Letters
AH. Foot of A long on the left.
EB. Top serif of E faint.
EC.. C thin and small.
FA. Right foot of A weak.
HA. H faint or defective Below on left.
HH. Second H defective on left.
MFE, Top serif of M weak.
MJ. M slightly defective on right and left (second state).

RB. Second vertical stroke of second N of Penny longer than usual. §

RL. Tail of R appears bifurcated. ? Double.

Guide Lines

These are few in number and mostly very faint. The vertical lines are :
only to be found in the NE square and the horizontal are limited to the &

letter squares and value with the possible exception of AE, on which a

vertical line has been described as appearing in the E‘square and RF, which

has a horizontal line in the NE square.
Vertical in NE Square.

BL, €D, 'CE, CK, DC, DD, DF DL iHB, KF,’ KK, LC, MB, MC, NBES

NC, OI.
Horizontal.

Through value and/or letter squares. GC, HA, HC, HD, HG, HH, Hi, E.
ID, IF, IH; 11, IK, JD, KC, KF, KG, KH, KK, LC, LD, LT .

LG BH LR P
RF. Horizontal guide line, NE square.

QL. A trace of a guide line has been mentioned under the L square.

Extended Lines

What is unusual is that all the extensions are to be found on the right
side, the majority being an extension of the bottom line to the right. Thels
one exception to this may be an extension of the bottom line of RG to the i

left, but this is difficult to confirm owing to a blur covering the corner.

Plate 2 is somewhat similar as this only shows about half a dozen |
extensions on the left side of the stamp, most of them on Plate 2 being an

extension of the right line above or the bottom line to the right.
Bottom Line to Right

?AA, A]J, BE, CE, DL FI, IC, ID, IE, JA, LA, NA, NF, OB, PE, 2048

OB HOCERE, SA, SC TG,
Right Line Below.
EL, FC, GB, ML, OK, QC, QOG, ?SC.

On GC and SC a double extension has been described. The right side

line extending below and the bottom to the right.
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ots : . :
i There are only a few of these which, with one or two exceptions, can be

quite easily recognized.
CJ: . OnN of ONE.
DJ, NI, NJ, NL, TF. In the second letter squares.
FF. Below second F square. . L
FJ. Above the NW square and EI and OL in the NW square.
FL. Dot in NE square above NW square and below SE corner.
IE. Touching side line of I square.
FE, KC, RL, T], 1L. -Below the SE corner.
LK. On T of Postage.
LL. Under P of Penny.
OG. In O square. ,
TB. Two small dots on bottom line of B square.

Blurs . . . . .
- There are very few stamps from this plate which show any distinctive
marks such as scratches or what are generally described as small strokes,
etc., but some blurring in or about the NW and SW corner squares can be
seen on :—

SW Corners. &

OC, 0D OF0G, OH, PD; PEAPG O, RG:
NW Corners.

:CE, 206G PED NG, N J.

Other Varieties
DK. Scratches on lower margin.
FD. Faint lines through ON of ONE.
PJ. Three curved scratches under E of PENNY.
RB. Second vertical stroke of second N of PENNY too long.
RG. Lines do not meet at NW corner.
RI.  Lines do not meet at SE corner (not in first state in red).
RL. Tail of I bifurcated.
TE. Diagonal line in E square to right of E.
TJ.  Side line of J square breken at top and bottom. )
TL.  Side line of L square broken at top (not in first state in red).

Typical examples from Plate 11.
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O help in this task of plating, a list has been prepared giving a detaileds
description of every stamp from AA to TL, from all the Plates 1A, 1B
to 11. Anything seen on each stamp by which it can be definitely plated,
such as a re-entry, guide line, characteristic letter, etc.; is described and the
position of the letters in the corner squares are also given. These descriptions’
are under three headings :—

(a) Something is present by which the plate the stamp comes from B>

be easily recognized. ‘
(b) When nothing very definite is present, but when there may be
something to look for which is not very obvious and which it ha
not been possible to identify or confirm and so is considered as
doubtful or not constant. :

(c) What to look for if the stamp should be from a later state of thé
plate than the original. L

2

Abbreviations
RE A Re-entry.
NE sq. NW sq. Top right and top left squares.
GL. : : . Guide line.
SE sq. SW sq. Bottom right and bottom left squares.
1233 : Frame line.
Exts. Extensions.
Bxtos Extreme.
R AET: Right or left.
Sl Slight or slightly.
Nil. Nothing to describe.
AN Letter slopes upwards or downwards.

0 Ray Flaw, 5, 7 and 10 o’clock.
O Flaw, Stages 1, 2 and 3.
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1A
1B

O U

1A

W ON s N

AA—TL
AA

a

RF. 10, 5. Dot outside corner of first
A sq. Dot on side line NW sq.

RF. 10, 7. Same dots. Trace of 10
o’clock ray

RF. 10, 7. Hor. guide line below first
A sq. )

Top of first A and ? second A closed

Right line extends below

Bottom line extends to right

Right line extends slightly below

OF. 2. Vert. guide line NE sq. (wide).
Dot on margin above S of Postage

OF. 2. Vert. guide line NE sq. (wide)
and ? SE sq. (close). Right line
extends below

RF. 7, NE sq. Break in top line NE sq.
at left corner.© SE corner re-cut.

? Bottom line extends to right. Left
line strengthened

b

OF. 2. Nil
OF. 3. Nil

C state 2
Both sides stronger
“O” flaw not present .

AB

a

RE, 105's.
sq.

RF. 10, 7. Same dot but not quite
touching the line

RF. 10, 7. Hor. guide line below A sq.

Dot touching side line of NE

Right line extends slightly below

Right line extends.below and ? bottom
line extends to right

OF. 2. Rightline extends slightly below

OF. 2. Dot on margin below SE corner
of B sq.

OF. 2. Two vert. guide lines NE sq.
Dot above NE sq. ? Hor. line on
lower margin

RFE. 7, NE sq. Two small breaks in top
line NE sq. SE corner re-cut. Left
line strengthened

b
Nil
Nil
OF. 3. Nil
C state 2

Both sides stronger. Letters fainter
“O” flaw not present

A
Centrai, Sl. %o
right
Central, Sl.' to
right

Central

SL. high to right
High to right
Central

Very low central
Central

Ext. high to
right

Central

Ext. low to left
Central

A
Central

Central

Sl Jow, Sl to
right

Ext. low to right

Central

Central

Sl <high 'SL." to
lett

High central

Central \

Central to right

Central to right
High central

103

A
Sl. low, Sl %o
right
Si. Iow, 5L W
right
Central

Central

Very high central
Low to left
Central /1
Central

Very low: to left

Low to left

Central
Ext. low central

B
Central to right

Central to right

Quite high to right

Central, Sl. to left

Sl =high, w81 o
iefe

Central

Central to right

Central to left

Low to left

High to right

High central
High central
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1A
1B

wv

0 0 O

oNAw
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AC

a

RF. 10, 6. Vert. guide line NE sq.
(close)

RF. 10, 7. No guide line

RF. 10, 7. Short stroke under C

Right line extends below. Bottom line
extends to left

Lower half of side line NE sq. missing

OF. 2. Right line extends below

OF. 2. Vert. guide line NE sq. Dot
above NE sq.

RF. 7, NE sq. Two small breaks in top
line NE sq. SE corner re-cut

b

Top of A may be blind. Not constant
Dot on right of A. Left side weak
OF. 2. 'Nil

OF. 3. “Nil

C state 2
Blur mark in NW sq. Otherwise little
difference

“QO” flaw not present. Letter C faint

AD

a

RF. 10, 5. Nil

RF. 10, 7. Trace of 10 o’clock ray

RF. 10, 7. Re-entry upper sgs., letter
sgs. and lower margin

Small diagonal mark or blur in lower
part of NE sq.

Foot of A long on left. Bottom line
extends to left. Dot in SE corner

Dot on bottom line close to SE corner

OF. 2. Letter A slightly defective at
top. Dot below D sq.
OF. 2. Vert. guide line NE sq. (close)

OF. 3.
below

RF. 7, NE sq. Top line NE sq. broken
at left corner. SE corner re-cut. Both
side lines strengthened

b

Nil
OF. 2. Foot of A long on left

Right line extends very slightly

C state 2

“O” flaw not present. Letter D faint

PENNY BLACK

A
Central to right

Central to right

Central, Sl. to
right

Central, SL. to
right

Low central

Central to right

Central to right

Low central \y

Very low to right
Central to right
Central

Low central

A
Central to right
Central to right
Low to right

Central to right

Sl. low to right

Very low, Sl. to
right

Central,, 5l ito
left

Central

High central
Low to right

Central to right
Central to right

| SI.  high, exts

c
Central

Central

Ext. low, well
left

Sl. low to left

Central to left
Central
Low, Sl. to left

Low, Sl to right

Central to left
Central to left
Central to left =

Ext. low to left

D

High central
High central f
Sl. high central
Central to left
Central to right =
High central :
High to right

far to right
High central

SL. high, well to
right

Central
High central

1A
1B

© N o

0

AA—TL

AE

a

REF. 10, 5. Letter E double

RF. 10, 7. Letter E double.
10 o’clock ray

Letter A slopes down

Trace of

Letter A slopes up

? Hor. guide line through A sq. Dot
below and touching SE corner A sq.

Right line extends below

OF. 2. Vert. guide line NE sq. (close).
Right line extends below

OF. 2. Vert. guide line NE sq. (wide)
and E sq. (close). Letter E slightly
double

RE. 7, NE sq. Break in top line NE sq.
at left corner. SE corner re-cut. Left
side strengthened.
guide line E sq.

b

RF. 10, 7. Bottom line of E sq. thin
OF. 2. Nil

OF. 3. Nil

? Trace of vert.

C state 2
“O” flaw not present.

AF

a

RF. 10, 5. Dot in NE sq. touching the
side line near the top

RF. 10, 7. ‘Dot fainter.
o’clock ray

Vert. guide line NE sq. (close). Hor.
guide line below A sq. and ? F sq.
Left line extends slightly below

Vert. guide line NE sq. (close)

OF. 2. Vert. guide line NE sq. (wide)

OE.'2. Nert. guide line NE sq. Dot
below SE corner F sq. Bottom line
extends to right

OF. 2. Vert. guide line NE sq. Leit
line exts. below. Bottom line exts.
very slightly to right

RE. 7, NE sq. ‘SE corner're-cut.
line NE sq. weak below

b

RE. 1007 Nil

Trace of 10

Side

Nil
Nil
OF. 3. Nil
C state 2

“0O” flaw not present

)

A
Central to right
Central to right
Low central “\
Central /1

Low central

Low to right
Very high céntral

High central

Central

Low central
Ext. low to right
Central

A
Low to right

Low to right

S1. “low, Sl to
left

Central to right
High central
High to right
Central to right

Central to right
Very low to left

Quite low to left

" High central

Ext. low to left
Very high central
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E
Central to left
Central to left

Central, well to
right

Central, well to
right

High central

High to left
High, Sl.- to left

Sl high, Sl. to
left

Central to right

Central to left
High to left
Low central

F

Central
Central

Low to left
Low to left
Central to left
Low central
Sl. high to left

SL. high to left
Low central

Central

Low central

Ext. high central
Low central
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OF. 2. Bottom line extends to right and

Low central

Central

106 GUIDE LINES TO THE PENNY BLACK AA—TL 107
AG Al
a A G a A I
I1A| RF. 10, 5. Foot of A long on the left High to right High to left "|A| RF. 10, 5. Vert. guide line NE sq. Central to right Low central
IB | ‘RF. 10, 7. Foot of A long. ? Short vert. | High to right High to left (close)
line up from P of Postage into margin |B| RF. 10, 7. No guide line Central to right | Low central
2 RF. 10, 7. SE corner of G sq. broken Central to right High to left 3 | Dot above corner of NE sq. Low to right Low central
3 Dot above NE corner. Bottom line | Central High to left 4 Foot of I defective on right Central, Sl. to Central, Sl. to
double v right left
Hor. guide line below letter G. Small | Central High central 5 | Vert. guide line NE sq. (close) Low to left Central to left
mark top right corner of NE sq. . § | Faint dot to right of A Central, Sl. to | High to left
Bottom line extends slightly to right. | Central to right High to left : right
Side line NE sq. very weak | OF. Mark or blur outside NW sq. Central Central
Central to right High to left 8 Central to left Central to right
9

? to left. Side line NE sq. weak
OF. 2. Right line extends below

OF. 2. Vert. guide line NE sq. (wide)

OF. 3. Scratches on left margin

RF.?, NE sq.. Left side strengthened.
Top line NE sq. very weak. SE
corner re-cut

b

Left side weak

AH

a

RF. 10, 5. Dot on margin near top of
NE sq.

RF. 10, 7. Vert. guide line along left
margin. Dot smaller and*fainter

Left foot of H defective

Foot of A long on the left. Small dot on
P of Postage

Very small dot-to right of H

OF. 2. Dot on margin touching bottom
line of H sq. close to SE corner

OF. 2. Vert. guide line NE sq. Dot
above NE sq.

RF. 7, NE sq. Foot of A long on left.
Left side strengthened, SE corner re-
cut. Top and side line NE sq. weak

b

| RF. 10, 7. Nil
Nil
OF. 2. Nil

OF. 3. Squat H. Nil

Sl - high, SL' to
left

Central to left

Central to right

High central

Central to right

A
High to right

High to right
Central
Central

Central
High central

High to right

Ext. low central

Ext. low to leit
Central

Central to right
High to right

Central, Sl. to

High to left
Low to left 3

Sl. low central
High central

High to left

H
Central to left

Central to left-
feft =\
High to left

Central, SL to left

Ext. high to right

Central to left

right

High central 7
Low to right

High to left 4
Sl low to ieft

2.

OF. 2. Right line extends below

OF. 2. Vert. guide line NE ‘sq. Dot
above NE sq.

OF. 3. Vert. guide line NE sq. (close).
Tall I

RF. 7, NE sq. Break in top line of NE
sq. at left corner. Tall I. SE corner
re-cut. Bottom line extends very
slightly to right

b

IRE- 10, 7. Nil:
C state 2

“O” flaw not present
A

a
RF. 10, 5. Left side weak

RF. 10, 7. Left side stronger. Hor.'

guide line below A sq.

Dot touching foot of J on the left. Small
faint dot to right of J

OF. 2. Vert. guide line NE sq. (very
close)

OF. 2. Faint vert. guide line NE sq.

OF. 2. Vert. guide line: NE sq. Dot
above NE sq.

RF. 7, NE sq. Bottom line extends
slightly to right, foot of J sq. Two
small breaks in top line of NE sq.
SE corner re-cut

b

k. 10, 5 Nil
§Op of J slopes down very slightly
il

Traces of hor. guide line letter sqs. and
value. Top line NE sq. thin
OF. 3. Letter J with square foot. Nil

C state 2
Not seen in black. Red stamp shows
.. top line NE sq. stronger

O” flaw not present

Very high to right

Central to right

Low to right

A
Quite high to
right
Quite high to
right
Central ~&l. “to
right
Central Sl to
left
Central to right
High central

Low to right

Low central
Low to left
Low central
Central to right

Low to right

Central to right

High central

High to right

Quite hiéh central
Quite high central
High Sl to left
Central

High Sl to left
High central

Very high to right

Low central

High to left

Very high central
High SI. to left

High to right
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GUIDE LINES TO THE

AK

a

RF. 10, 5. Dot touching side line just
below NE corner

RE, 40,7 “Same ‘dot A sq.
leaving gap at SW corner

Faint dot above NE corner.
very weak

Right foot of K slightly defective. Short
vert. stroke SW corner A sq.

Small dot below SE corner K sq.

Dot on right side of O of Postage

OF. 2. Vert. guide line NE sq. (close)

OF. 2. Faint vert. guide line NE sq.
(wide). Dot below SE corner K sq.

OF. 2. Strong vert. guide line NE sq.
extending above

RF. 7, NE sq. Break in top line NE sq.
at left corner. SE corner re-cut

b

Rl 10, 7.

re-cut,

Left side

Vert. stroke K faint

OF. 3. Nil

C state 2 ;
Not seen in black. Red stamps show
upper sqgs. fainter

“O” flaw not present

AL

a

RF. 10, 5. Dot above corner NE sq.
Diagonal scratch through L sq.

RF. 10, 7. Same dot and scratch. Trace
of 10 o’clock ray

RF. 10, 7. 'Two vert. guide lines NE sq.

Bottom line extends slightly to right

Very faint dot outside SE corner. Left
side very weak

Dot on N of One.
above A

OF. 2. Dot on lower line L sq. near SE
corner

OF. 2. Very faint vert. guide line NE
sq. Dot on middle of side line L sq.

OF. 3. Dot on side line NE sq. just
above the middle

RF. 7, NE sq. Break in top line NE sq.
at left corner. SE corner re-cut

b

Nil.

Two small faint dots

OF. 2., Nil

PENNY BLACK

A
High to right

High to right

Central: "Sl. to
right

Low central

Central to left

High to right

Central

High central

High central

Central “\¢

Central, §l. to
right
High central

A
Central to right

Central to right
Central

Central to left
Central to right
High to right
Central to right
Central

Very low central

High to right

Low, SI. to right
Central \

K
High central

High central

Central to left 1

Central

Central to left s

Céntral
H@gh central

High, Sl to

Central

Central

Central to right

High to left
High to left
High central
Central to left
Central
High to left
Low to left
High to left
Low to right -

Central to righ

High, Sl to ¢
Central to left

AA—TL

BA

a

RF. 10, 5. Vert. guide line NE sq.

RF. 10, 7. No guide line

RF. 10, 7. Dot outside SE corner of A sq.

Hor. stroke or line below SE corner of Asq.

Bottom line extends to right. Small dot
to right of middle of B

Letter B re-cut. {Left line extends below

OF. 2. B re-cut. Line from below B to
left and right. Scratches NE sq. and
on all margins

OF. 2. Vert. line on margin parallel
with NW sq. -

OF. 2. Vert. guide line NE sq. (wide)
and A sq. (close). Hor. guide line A sq.

OF. 3. Lower part of B slightly defec-
tive on the left g

RF. 7, NE sq. Left line strengthened.
Break in top line NE sq. at each end.
SE corner re-cut

b
Nil

C state 2

One or both sides stronger.
fainter

“0” flaw not present. Letters fainter

Letters

a

RF. 10, 5. Vert. guide line NE sq. (close)

RF. 10, 7. No guide line. Slight traces
of re-entry NE sq.

RF. 10, 7. Two dots on margin below
SE corner of second B sq.

OF. 2. First B slopes up definitely and
second B slightly

OF. 2. Small blur outside SW corner.
Scratches on left margin

OF. 2. Vert. guide line NE sq. (close).
Hor. guide line letter sqs. and value

RE. 7, NE sq. Second B double. Two
small breaks in top line NE sq. SE
corner re-cut

b

Nil

Nil

Nil

Nil

OF. 3. Nil

C state 2 :

Both sides stronger. Letter fainter
“O” flaw not present

“O” flaw not present. First B faint

B
Central to right

Central to right
Sl high to right
SL, high to right
High to right
Sl. high to right
Sl. high central
Central to right
High central
High to right

Very low central

Low to right

B
Central
Central

Very low to right
Central to right
7 :
Central to right
Sl high to right

Central to left

High to right

High to right

Low central

Low to right

High, Sl *to
right

109

/

A
Central, Sl. to
right
Central . 8L (fo
right
Low to left
Central
Central
Central “\

High central

Sl. high central
$

Central “\y

Central

High central

Low to right

Central
Central

High to right
Central to left
High to right
High central

Low, Sl to left

High to right
High, Sl. to right
High to left
Central

High, SI. to left
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GUIDE LINES TO THE

BC
a
RF. 10, 5. Faint vert. guide line NE sq.
(close)
RF. 10, 7. Trace of 10 o’clock ray ?

Guide line NE sq.

RE. 10, 7. Vert. guide line NE sq.

Bottom line exts. to right. Scratches

on right margin

Vert. guide line NE sq. (close)

OF. 2. Vert. guide line NE sq. Bottom
line extends very slightly to right

OF. 2. Vert. guide line NE sq. (wide)

RF. 7, NE sq. Re-entry upper and B
sgs., also slightly Postage and Y of
Penny. Break in top line NE sq. at
left corner. ‘SE corner re-cut. Left
line strengthened

b
Top line NE sq. thin
Vert. guide line NE sq.

Nil

OF. 2. Nil
OF. 3. Nil
C state 2

Both sides stronger. One or both letters
faint

“O” flaw not present. Letter C faint

BD

a

RE. 10, 6. Nil

RF. 10, 7. Trace of 10 o’clock ray

RF. 10, 7. Letter D slightly defective
top right. Small mark just above D
on left

Dot practically touching top of B

Scratches on lower margin

OF. 2. Vert. guide line NE sq.

RF. 7, NE sq. Left side strengthened.
SE corner re-cut

b

Top line NE sq. thin
Nil

OF. 2. Nil

OF. 2. Nil

OF. 3. Nil

C state 2

' “0” flaw not present. 1 etter D faint

PENNY BLACK

B
Low to right

Low to right

Low to right

Central to right
Central

Very high central
Central

Central to right

Low central

Low central

Very high to
right

Very high to
right

B
Very low to right
Very low to right
Central

High to right
Central to right
High to left
Low, SL to left

Low to right

Low to right

Central, Sl. to
1=ft

Central

High to right

C
Sl high to left

Sl. high to left

Ext. low, ext. fa

to left

Very low to left

Central to left

Low to left

SI. low to right

High to left
Very low cen
Low tc left
Central

High central

Central to left
Central to left
Central to left

Central
Central
Low to right
Low, well to

Central
Central
Central

Central to rig
High central

1A
1B

VNG Un AWl
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AA=—TI

BE

a
RF. 10, 5. Nil

RF. 10, 7. Trace of 10 o’clock ray

RF. 10, 7. Dot outside corner of E sq.

Top line NE sq. broken at left corner

Left line extends below and bottom line
to left

Scratches on lower margin

Vert. guide line NE sq.

OF. 2. Bottom line extends to right

OF. 2. Letter B slightly double on

right. Vert. guide line NE sq.

RF. 7, NE sq. Bottom line extends
very slightly to right. Left line
strengthened. Top left corner NE s.
weak. SE corner re-cut

b

OF. 2. Nil
Not known with “O” flaw. Nil

BF

a

RF. 10, 5. Nil

RF. 10, 7. Trace of 10 o'clock ray

RF. 10, 7. Dot on bottom line at SE
corner F sq. ? Extension of line

Short line below SW corner B sq.

Thin line from top of B sq. into left
margin. ? Extension. ? Guide line
Vert. scratch left of B. Traces of hor.

guide line value
Vert. guide line NE sq. (very close)

OF. 2. Hor. guide line NNY. Letter B
slopes up to right

OF. 2. Side line NE sq. very weak

OF. 2. Vert. guide line NE sq. Scratch
under Y. ? Scratch in B sq.

RF. 7, NE sq. Top left coiner NE sq.
weak. SE corner re-cut

b

Not known with “O” flaw. Nil

B
Low to right

Low to right

Central to left
Low to left
Low to right

Central to right
Central to right
Central to right
Low to right

Central to right

Central to right
Very high to
right

B
Low to right
Low to right
Central

High to right
Central

High central

Central, well to
right

Central 7

Central to right
High to right

Low to right

Central to right

131

E
Central, well to
right
Central, well to
right
Central

Central to right

Central, well to
right

High central

Central to left

High central

Low central

Central to left

Central
Very Icw central

E
High central
High central
Central

Low to left
Central

Central
SL low to left
Central to left

Central
High, S to lfet

Cential

Low central
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GUIDE LINES TO THE

BG

a

Small mark on margin level with top
line of G sq.

Left line exts. slightly below. Scratches
on left of and below B

Letter B slightly double

OF. 2. Faint vert. guide line NE sq.
(close)

OF. 2. Vert. guide line NE sq.

RF. 7, NE sq. Break in top line NE sq.
at left corner. SE corner re-cut

b

RF. 10, 5. Nil

RF. 10, 7. Topline NE sq. thinner than
on Plate 1A

RE; 10, 7. "Nil

Nil
OF. 2. Nil
OF. 3. Blur outside NW sq.

BH

a

RF. 10, 5.
below

RF. 10, 7. No extension

Right line extends slightly

RF. 10, 7. Dot outside SE corner H sq.

Faint vert. guide line NE sq.

Hor. guide line value and H sq. Vert.
scratch left of B

Top line NE sq. very weak. Side line
practically missing

OF. 2. Vert. guide line NE sq.

OF. 2. Right line extends below. Bot-
tom line to right

No “O” flaw. Blur outsidle NW sq.
Letter H short and stumpy

RF. 7, NE sq. Upper half left line
strengthened. SE corner re-cut. Top
line NE sq. weak or broken at left
corner

b

Nil

OF. 2. Scratch below H sq. (not con-
stant)

PENNY BLACK

B
Central to right

Central

Low to right
Sl. high central

Quite high to left
Very low to left

Central
Central

Contral, SL to

left
Low to left
Central to right
Central to right

B
Low to right

Low to right
Central to left
Central to right
High to left
Central to right

Central
High central

Low to right

Low central

Central to right
Sl high, SL to
right

High to left

High central

High to left
Very high centr

Central
Central

Sl. low centrali ‘v
o3

High to left
High to left
High to left

Central, SL
left
Central,

left ¥
High to right
High to left
Central

SE

w >

Sl high central

High to left
Very low to left

SV N o t1—=—

w N

High central _
High to right /A

AA—TL
Bl
a
RF. 10, 6. Nil
RF. 10, 7. Letter I slightly thinner

Top right of B and right foot of I defec-
tive. Dot to left of foot of B

Vert. guide line NE sq.

OF. 2. Vert. guide line NE sq.

OF. 2. Vert. guide line NE sq.

OF. 2. Vert. guide line NE sq. Bottom
line extends to right

RE. 7, NE sq. Upper half left side
strengthened. Top line NE sq. weak

or missing on the left. SE corner
re-cut
b
IRE. 10, 7. Nil
Nil
Nil
OF. 3. Tall1. Nil
BJ

a

RFE. 10, 5. Left side weak

RF. 10, 7. Left side stronger

Small dot on lower margin between P
and E of Penny

Several dots in J sq. Side line NE sq.
weak

OF. 2. Vert. guide line NE sq.

OF. 2. Bottom line exts. very slightly
to left. ? Vert. guide line NE sq.

OF. 2. Blur outside NW sq.

No “0” flaw. Vert. guide line NE sq.
(wide). Square J

RF. 7, NE sq. Top line NE sq. broken
at left corner. Left line strengthened
SE corner re-cut. Foot of ] square

b
RF. 10, 7.
Nil

Nil

Nil

B
Sl low to right
SL low to right
Central to left

Central to right

Central to right

Central to right

Very high to
right

Central

High to left

Low central

Central, Sl
left

Low to right

to

B
Central to right
Central to right
Sl. high to left

Central to right

SL low central
Central to right

Central to right
Low to right

Low to left

Central to left

Very high
right

Low central

to

113

I
Sl low to right
Sl low to right
Low central

Central
Central to left
Sl. high central
Low central

High to right

Very low central
High, Sl to left
Central to left
Sk

Central, to

right

J
High to left
High to left
Sl high central
Very high to left

Central
High central

Ext. high to left
Ext. low to left

Ext. high to right

Central
High to left

Central
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GUIDE LINES TO THE

BK

a

RF. 10, 6. Left line somewhat weak

RF. 10, 7. Left line stronger. Top line
NE sq. thinner than on Plate 1A

RF. 10, 7. Bottom line extends very
slightly to right

Vert. guide line NE sq. (wide)

Vert. guide line NE sq. (wide).
mark on bottom line of B sq.

OF. 2. Vert. guide line NE sq. (wide)

OF. 2. Vert. guide line NE sq. (close)

RF. 7, NE sq. Left side strengthened.
SE corner re-cut

b

Nil

Nil

OF. 2. Nil

No “0” flaw. Nil

Small

BL

a
Bottom line extends to right

Faint vert. guide line NE sq. (close).
Small dot in SE corner of L sq. Top
line NE sq. broken at left corner

OF. 2 Dot'in SE'corner L sq;. Left
side weak

OF. 2. Two short hor. marks on left
margin just above B sq. Faint vert.
guide line NE sq. (wide) .

OF. 2. Top of B double. Dot in SE
corner of L sq.

RF. 7, NE sq. Vert. guide line NE sq.
Two small breaks in top line NE sq.
Foot of L short on left. SE corner
re-cut

b

RF. 10, 5. Nil

RF. 10, 7. Top line NW sq. appears
slightly double

RE: 10,7, Nl

Left side irregular

Left side very irregular

OF. 3. Nil

C state 2

OF. 2. The marks on state 2 are ex-
tremely faint or missing but show on
the red stamps

PENNY BLACK

Central to right
Central to right

Central to left

Central
Central,

right
Central
High to left

well to

High to right

Central to right

High to right

Central

Ext. high to
right

B
Central to left

Central to right

Low to left

Central

High to left

Central, Sl to

left

Central to right
Central to right

High to right
Central to right
High central
Sl high to right

K
High to left
High to left

1A

Central

Central
High to left

Central
Low to left
Central

Central to left 7
Central 3
Sl high to left

Central to right

L
Central, Sl.
right
Central

High to left

High central

Low to left ‘:

High to right

High to Jeft
High to left

Very high 'to 1€
Central to left
Central to left
Central to right

AA-—TL

CA

a

Vert. guide line NE sq.
extends to left and right

Same extensions. No guide line

Bottom line extends to right

Two small dots on left arm of Y of
Penny. Side line NE sq. very weak

Faint vert. guide line NE sq. (close)

Left line extends slightly below. ? Vert.
guide line NE sq. (close)

QFE. 2. 'Short ‘stroke. on- right of C.
? Double letter

OF. 2. Blur outside NW sq.

OF. 2. Vert. guide line NE sq.

Bottom line

OF. 3. Both side lines extend below
RF. 7, NE sq. SE corner re-cut

b

RF. 10, 7. Nil

C state 2

Right side stronger. Contents of corners
fainter

Left side stronger

“O” flaw not present

cB

a

RF. 10, 5. Vert. guide line NE sq.
(close)

RF. 10, 7. No guide line ;i

Right line extends below. Small dot in
top left corner of C sq.

Faint vert. guide line NE sq.

OF. 2. Blur outside NW sq.

OF. 2. Vert. guide line NE sq. (wide)
and B sq. (close)

RF. 7, NE sq. SE corner re-cut. ? Top
left corner NE sq. weak

b :
RF. 10, 7. Nil
Nil i
Nil
OF. 2. Nil
OF. 8. Nil
C state 2

Burr marks on left side. One or both
letters faint. ? Frame lines stronger
“0O” flaw not present

C
Central to left

Central to left

Sl. low central

Haph, ""SI." 1o
right

Low to left

High central

Sl. low, well to
left

Central to left

Low to left

Low to left
Very low central

Ext. low central

C
Central

Central
Low to left

Low to left

Central, ext. far
to left

Ext. low to left

Low to left

High central
Central

Very low central
Central

Low central

115

A
Low to right

Low to right
Central
Central

Low central
Low central

High central

Central

81, law, Sl to
right

High to right

Ext. high to right

Central

B
Central

Central
Central to right

Central to right
Central to left

Low to right
High to right

Low to right
Very high to right
Very low central
Central to right
Low to right
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GUIDE LINES TO THE

CccC

a .
RF. 10, 5. Vert. guide line NE sq. and
second C sq. (very close)
RF. 10, 7. Vert. guide line second C sq.
(very close). Hor. scratch first C sq.
RF. 10, 7. Very faint vert. guide line
NE sq. Right line extends below
Vert. guide line NE sq. Tiny dot on E
of ONE and above first C

Bottom line extends slightly to right

Vert. guide line NE sq. Side line NE sq.
broken below. Left side very weak

OF. 2. Bottom line extends slightly to
right. Blur in NW sq.

OF. 2. Vert. guide line NE sq. Bottom
liue extends to right

OF. 3. Blurin NW sq.

RF. 7, NE sq. SE corner re-cut. ? Top
left corner NE sq. weak

b
Nil
OF. 2. Nil
C state 2

Both sides stronger. One or both letters
faint
“O” flaw not present

CD
a

RE. 10, 5. Letter D double. Left side

weak
RF. 10, 7. D double. Leftside stronger
Dot below C and several on lower mar-
gin. Small-mark on right of C sq.
Scratch below NY of Penny

Dot on S of Postage. Hor. stroke on
margin below E of One

OF. 2. Blur outside NW sq. Scratches
on lower margin i

OF. 2. Vert. guide line NE sq. (close).
Left line extends very slightly below

OF. 2. Faint blur in NW 4q.

OF. 3. Left line extends below. Blurin
NW sq.

RF. 7, NE sq. Vert. guide line NE sq.
SE corner re-cut. Top left corner NE
sq. weak

b

RF. 10, 7. Nil
Nil
C state 2

Both sides stronger

PENNY BLACK

c
Central

Central
Ext. low to left
Low to left

Sl. low to left
Central to left

High to left
Central to right
Central, Sl. to

left
Sl high' to 16t

High central
Central to left

€
Central to left

Central to left
Central

Low to left

SL low to left

Central to left

High central

Very low, well to
left

High, Sl to left

Low to left

Central
High central

C
Central to left

Central to left
Ext. low t) le
High to left,

SL. low to 1:ft
Sl. low to laft

High to left
High central
Low to left

High to right

High central

SL - low, SLGE

left

D
High central

High central

Central

Very low, well
right

Central,:. SE
right

Sl. high central

Central, well
right
Central

Very high, €
far to right

Central

Central to right _

<
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AA—TL
k]
CE
a
RF. 10, 6. Nil
RF. 10, 7. Trace of 10 o’clock ray

‘Right line extends below. Bottom line

extends slightly to right g
Bottom line extends to right. Left line
extends slightly below. Scratches on
right margin
Faint blur in NW sq.

OF. 2. Left side very weak
OF. 2. Vert. guide line NE sq. Blurin
NW sq

OF. 3. Blur in NW sq. and on margin

outside x .

RF. 7, NE sq. Vert. guide line NE sq.
Bottom line extends to 1ight. SE
corner re-cut

b

RE. 10, 7. "Nil
Nil

OF. 2. Nl

C state 2

Top line NE sq. 1e-cut. Lines strooger.

Letters faint :
“O’” flaw not present. Letter E faint

CF

a

RF. 10, 5. Letter C blurred

RF. 10, 7. NE of One nearly joined. C
slightly blurred

Dot close to left line of F sq. :

Dot touching right line of C sq. Side
line NE sq. very weak

Hor. guide line top of F sq.

Right side very weak. Side line NE sq.
very weak :
OF. 2. Short stroke touching left line

of F sq.
OF. 2. Left line extends slightly below
OF. 2. Vert. guide line NE and F §gs.
RF. 7, NE sq. Blur outside NW sq.
Left line strengthened. SE corner
re-cut

b

RF 10, 7. Faint vert. guide line F sq.
OF. 3. Nil

C state 2
“O” flaw not present

(o)
Sl. high central
Sl. high central
Low central

Ext. low, ext.
far to right

Low, Sl. to left

Central, well to
left

Ext. low to left

Low central

Very low to left

Low central
Central
Sl. high to right

C
Central to left
Central to left

Central
Low central

Very low, ext.
far to left

Low, ext. far to
left

Centra' to left

S1. high central

High, Sl. to left

Ext. low, well to
left

Low, Sl. to left
High to left

£y
High, SI. to left
High, Sl. to left
Low, well to-right

Central to left

Central to left
Low central

Quite low, Sl to
left
Low, Sl. to left

Very high, ext.
far to right

Central to left
High, Sl. to right
High, Sl. to left

F

High central
High central

Central to left
Very low central

Ext. low central
Central

High central
Quite high centrl

Central to left
Central

Ceﬂtral
Ext. low central
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GUIDE LINES TO THE PENNY BLACK

CG
a
RE: 10,+5: il
RF. 10, 7. Top and side lines NE-sq.

very weak
RF. 10, 7. Hor. lines (scratches) across
C sq.

Faint dot above G

OF. 2. Right line extends below

OF. 2. Hor. guide line value and G sq.
Bottom line extends to right. Rigflt
line extends below. Blur in and out-
side NW sq. ? Vert. guide line NE sq.

OF. 3. Blur in NW sq.

RF. 7, NE sq. ? Small blur outside NW
sq. ? Break at top left corner NE
sq. SE corner re-cut

b

Indistinct dot in middle of C
Side line NE sq. weak

Nil
OF. 2. "Nil
C state 2

“O” flaw not present

CH

a

RF. 10, 5. Left side weak

RF. 10, 7.  Left side strong. Det on P
of Postage

RF. 10, 7. Left line exts. very slightly
below

Side lines both letter sqs. very weak

Dot below and to right of H

Hor. guide line value and H sq.

Left side practically missing

OF. 2.. Vert. guide line NE sq.

OF. 3. Blur NW sq. Squat H

RF. 7, NE sq. Left line strengthened.
Side line NE sq. weak-6r broken below.
SE corner re-cut

b

OF. 2. Nil
OF. 2. Nil
C state 2

“O” flaw not present

c
Central
Central

Central

Central
Sl. high to left
High, Sl. to left

Sl. high to left
Very low to left

Central to left
Low, SL to left
SL. high. to left
Very low central

C

High central
High central

Central

Sl. low central
Low central

Sl. low, ext. far
left

Low, well to left

High central

Central to left

High, SL to left

Sl. high central
Low to left

G
High central
High central

High central

High central
High to left
Low to left

Central
Very high to

High to left
High central
High _to left
Quife high ce

H
Central
Central

Low central /1 &

Central /1

Ext. high, e t

far to left
Low to right

Central

High to left
Very low to rig
Central to right

Very high centr:

High to right

w >

© 0 ~ o BN — -
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AA—TL
Cl

a

RF. 10, 5. Side line NE sq. well defined

RF. 10, 7. Side line NE sq. weak

RFE. 7. Right line extends well above

Right line weak, especially at top and
bottom

Foot of I defective on right.
dot above C

OF. 2. Bottom line extends to right and
left ‘

OF. 2. Vert. gitide line NE sq.

OF. 2. Vert. guide line NE sq. (close)

OF. 3. Blur in and outside NW sq.
Tall T : )

RF. 7. NE sq. Right side very weak!
SE corner re-cut. Side line NE sq.
weak or broken below

b
Nil
Nil : ;

Minute

S

a

RF. 10, 5. Top line NE sq. well defined

RF. 10, 7. Top line NE sq. very weak

Very small dot just above right long
lower ray NE sq.

Faint scratches in NE sq. and on top
and ? lower margins

Faint vert. guide line NE sq. (close).
Dot on margin above P of Post. ? Dot
below C

OF. 2. Vert. guide line NE sq. (close)

OF. 2. Bottom line extends to right

OF. 2. Trace of Hor. guide line value
and J sq. Side line NE sq. very weak

RF. 7, NE sq. Dot on right upright of
N of One. SE corner re-cut. Side line
NE sq. weak or broken below

b

RF. 7. Nil

Nil

OF. 3. Blurin NW sq. Square J

C
High, Sl. to right
High, Sl. to right
Central to left
Low, Sl. to left

Ext. low to left
High, well to left

Central
High to left

Low, well to left
Central to left

Central *
Central, well to
left

(o)
High central
High central
Central, well to
left
Sl. high central

Central to right
High central
Very high central
High central

Ext. low to left

Ext. low central
Central
High central
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|
Low central
Low central
Low central
Very low central

Sl low to left
Central

Central
Low to right

Central
High central

Central
Central

J
Very high central
Very high central
High, Sl to left

High central
Low to left
Central
Central

Central

Very high to right

Central to left
High Sl. to right
Very high to right




12 GUIDE LINES TO THE PENNY BLACK

Colour

The first stamps to be printed were intense black but as the plate began
to wear they became greyish-black in colour, and it is often very difficult
to discriminate between a stamp from Plate 1 before it was-hardened (Plate
1A) and a worn stamp from the same plate after hardening (Plate 1B) as
both have much the same greyish-black appearance.

Re-entries

These are marks left on the stamp when, during repair, the roller had been
applied a second time and this second impression does not fall exactly on the
impression to be re-entered. This is most frequently found in the corner
squares, margins and value.

j5{ POSTAGE. )y

o m
CloNE PENNYVEY [ONE PENNY.LS

Plate 6 Plate 6

4 POSTAGE J4
TIONE PENNY.LSSEEEIONE PENN Y.JN

Plate 7 Plate 11

Fresh Entry

On making some of the early transfers (before improvements were made
to the transferring press) it sometimes happened that an impression was
rolled into the plate in a faulty position. This impression was then burnished
off as far as possible and the plate again put under the roller and what was
called a “Fresh Entry”’ was made in the correct position.

Double Bottom Variety—(Re-entry) »

On several stamps the lower frame line may appear double or have a
wavy appearance or even as on SL, TL, Plate 1A, for the lower frame line
to be actually running through the value.

This variety does not apparently show on heavily printed stamps but
may often be seen on :(—

Plate 1B - B A0 T Plate 2 - TH B Y. « Plale 3-5 A\, BB STC; Bl AITEH
Tl By hate 4 o+ TE, TH, TL Plale:s o TE; TH T Y- Plate 643
T, TH L T, “Plate 7y TE. " Blate:8 0GL. Plate 9 7 FH 11
Blale d0:: B TR, TH, F1 - TK. Plage 115 PO PRI 1C AH,

INTRODUCTION 13

heck Letters
1 These are placed in the lower corner squares of each of the 240 stamps

of every sheet from all the plates. Each sheet consists of 20 rows of 12 stamps
and the letters from left to right on the top row are AA, AB, AC, etc., to
AL. On the second row, BA, BB, BC, etc., and so on to TA, s TC,.to
TL, on the bottom row. The great importance of the letters in the plating
of the Penny Black will be understood when it is realized how many of these
stamps there are which can only be definitely plated by their exact position
in the squares, or by some peculiarity of the letter itself which points to .
one particular plate. ;

These letters were punched in by hand by means of punches fixed into
holders with fairly long handles. The lower extremity of the head of these
holders ended in a small square of the exact size of one of the corner squares.
When the punch was fixed in the holder the end with the appropriate letter
fixed to it was fitted to one of the squares and the head of the punch hit
with a hammer. : :

As it was by no means easy to get the letters exactly in the centre of
the squares it is easily understandable how their positions vary considerably
from dead in the centre gradually to very high or low, or far to the right or
left. When a letter is placed very high or very low, far to the right or left,
the position is obvious and may be of great help in plating. On several
stamps one of these positions is so extreme that the letter is practically, if
not actually, touching one of the lines of the square. These can be plated
by the position of the letter alone quite apart from anything else which may
be present. All these stamps will be referred to later together with the plates
from which they must have come. It is not however always easy to decide
the intervening positions such as when it ceases to be slightly off the centre
and gradually becomes more definitely so until it is near the edge of the
square. For this reason, when plating a stamp on which the letters are in
much the same position on two plates, it is much more satisfactory to be
able to compare the exact position with a photograph of the actual stamp,
as most of the experts do, but this of course is seldom possible to the ordinary
collector as these sets of photographs are difficult to obtain and very costly.

Defective or Faint Letters

Defective. When the letters had been added to the plate the “‘burr”
round them was scraped away after which they often required touching up.
This would account for the slight difference of shape which can sometimes
be noticed in a particular letter on stamps from the same plate. :

Faint. This can be accounted for by wear of those plates which
have been in use for a long time but the condition may be constant on some
of the plates from the start. One or both letters also generally appear faint
on stamps from the second and third states of a plate.

Double Letters

~ These are due to mistakes made when punching in the letters. Some-
times a wrong letter has been corrected by punching the right one over it
or perhaps they were caused by the punch shifting slightly after the first
blow of the hammer.
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GUIDE LINES TO THE PENNY BLACK

CK

a

RF. 7. Thin line extending up from NE
corner. ? Extension of line or guide
line.

Faint hor. guide line at bottom of K sq.
Left sidé weak. ? Vert. guide line NE

sq.

Small dot NE corner of C sq. Break at
top left corner NE sq.

OF. 2. Vert. guide line NE sq. (wide).
Left side weak

OF. 2. Letter C double

OF. 3. Left line extends well below

RF. 7, NE sq. Vert. guide line NE sq.

(wide). Top and side lines NE sq.
weak. SE corner re-cut.
b
RF. 10, 6. Nil
RE. 10, 7: Nil
Nil
Nil
OF. 2. Nil
CL
a

No RF. Small dot below SE corner L

sq. '

No RF. Marks of re-entry NW sq.,
value and L sq. Same dot

RFE. 7. Dot below SW corner C sq.

Dot on margin just above SE corner L
sq. Scratches outside NW sq.

Dot in NW sq. just above left long lower
ray. Left side weak

Small dot SE corner L sq. Break at top
left corner NE sq.

OF. 2. Vert. guide line NE sq. Left
line extends below

OF. 2, Vert. guide line NE sq. Left
margin weak and blurred

OF. 2. Vert. guide line NE sq.

OF. 3. Blur outside NW.sq.

RF. 7, NE sq. SE corner re-cut. Side
line NE sq. weak

b

Nil .

&
Central

Sl. low, Sl to
left

High central

Central to left

High central
Central

Ext. low central’

SL. high, Sl to
right .

SL. high, Sl to
right

Central

High to left

High central

c
Central

Central

Low central
Very low to left

Low to left
Central 'to left
Central to left
High to left
High to left

Central
Low to left

SL. low, S'. to
le‘t

.Sl high central

Central, Sl
left

Central to left
Central
Central to right

Central to right
Very low to le:

SI. high central
SI. high central

SI. low to left
Central

High to left
High to left ¥

Central to left
Quite high central

Central, SIL
right
Central
Central to left
High to left
Low central

Lcw central
High to righ’

Central = S tc_:'

right

AA—TL

” DA

a

RF. 10, 5. Blur in A sq. Bottom line
extends slightly to left. ? Mark left
side of A sq.

RF. 10, 7. No blur. Small mark below
E of One. SE corner re-cut

RF. 7. Vert. guide line NE sq. (wide).
Hor. guide line lower margin. Large
D with top defective

Top of D slightly double. Dot on N of
One. Several dots in and outside A sq.

Faint vert. guide line NE sq. Two or
three dots on*top margin to left of NE

sq.

OF.q‘Z. Letter D slightly double. Bot-
tom line extdnds to right. Right line
extends below

OF. 2. Vert guide line NE sq. (wide)

OF. 2. Vert. guide line NE and A sgs.
(close)

OF. 3. Vert. guide line NI sq. (wide).
Left line extends below

RF. 7, NE sq. Top line NE sq. weak.
SE corner re-cut

b

Bottom line D sq. weak
Nil

C state 2
Right side stronger. All corners faint

DB

a

RE. 10,:5.  Nil

RF. 10, 7. Trace of 10 o’clock ray

RE. 7. Vert. guide line NE sq. Faint
Hor. guide line letter sqs. Large D

Dot touching left line of D sq.

Letter D slightly double below. Dot just
below left top serif of B

Taint vert. guide line NE sq. Letter D
slightly double below

Faint vert. guide line NE sq. (close)

OF. 2. Right line extends very slightly
below

OF, 2. Vert. guide line NE sq. (wide)

- OF. 3. Vert. guide line NE sq. Bottom
Left line,

(line extends well to left.
extends slightly below
RF. 7, NE sq. Blurin NW sq. Leftline
strengthened. SE corner re-cut

b

OF. 2. Nil

C state 2
Both sides stronger. All corners fainter

D
Sl high to right
Sl high to right

High to right

Central to right

Central to right
Central

Central to right

Low, ext. far to
right

Very low to left

Sl. low, Sl to
right

High to right
Quite high to
right

D
Central
Central
Central to right

Sl low to right
Central to right

Low central

Central to right
Central to left

Central

Central

Low central

Low to left

121

A
Sl. low to right
Sl. low to right

Very low to left
, \"\..
Central

Low to left

High, Sl. to left
Central g
High, Sl. to right
Quite high central

Central

Central
Quite low central

B
Central
Central
Sl. high, Sl ‘to
right
High to right
Central to right

Sl. high cential

Low to right
High central

High central
Low to right

Central

Central to right
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DC
a
RFE. 10, 5. Nil
RF. 10, 7. D sq. weak at SW corner
RF. 7. Vert. guide line NE sq. Hor.

hne along lower margin. Large D
Bottom line extends slightly to right and
very slightly to left. ? Dotsin NE and
D sgs.
Vert. guide line NE sq.

Side line NE sq. very thin

OF. 2. Vert. guide line NE sq. Bottom
line extends to left

OF. 2. Vert.-guide line NE sq. (clcse).
Letter D double on right

OF. 3. Left line extends slightly below.
? Vert. guide line NE sq.

RF. 7, NE sq. Vert. guide line NE sq.
SE corner re-cut. Left line strength-
ened. Top line NE sq. broken at left
corner

b
Nil
OF. 2. Nil
C state 2

Right side stronger. Letters faint
“O” flaw not present

DD

a
RF. 10, 5. Top of each D slightly
defective. ? Right line extends below

or ? dot on SE corner
RF. 10, 7. Both D’s slightly defective.
Weakness at SE corner
RF. 7. Hor. line on lower margin under
value. Each D large
First D distinctly double
Right line extends below
Vert. scratch in first D sq. on the left
OF. 2. Vert. guide line NE sq. (wide)
OF. 2. Vert. guide line NE sq. (wide)
OF. 3. Vert. guide line NE sq. (wide)

RE. 7,\NE sq. First D double.  ’ Vert.
guide line NE sq. Top line NE sq.
weak or broken at left corner. SE
corner re-cut

b

Nil

OF. 2. Faint hor. guide line wvalue.
Faint scratches on lower margin

C state 2
Both sides stronger. All corners fainter

D
Central to right
Central to right
High central

Very low to right

Low, well to right

Low to right

Central, well to
right i
Central, well to

right

Sl. low to right

Sl. low, well to
right

Central, well to
right

Very low central

D
High to right

High to right
Central to right

High to right

Sl. low to right

Central to right

Central to right

Low central

Ext. low, ext.
far to right

Central, well to
right

Very low to right
Central to right

Central to left

Central to left
High central

Central to left

Central, well
left &

Central

Central, well ¢
left

Low to left

Sl low, well tg

left

Low, well to 1

Central,
left

High to left

High to left
High to et

High central
Low central
Central

High to right
Central to right

Very high, well &

right
Central,
right

well

SL high to righ

Sl high central

well  to

Sais

®No W

OwWwN

AA—TL
DE
a i
RFE. 7. Hor. line along lower margin.
Large D

Very small faint dots right and left of
D. ? Line or scratch left of E

Scratch on left margin. Left side weak

OF. 2. Well defined vert. guide line NE
and E sgs.

OF. 3. Vert. guide line. NE sq.
outside NW s

REF. 7, NE sq.

Blur

%E corner re-cut

b
RF. 10, 5. Nil
RF. 10, 7. Left line and side line of NE

sq. somewhat weaker than on Plate
1A

Nil
Left side weak
OF, 2. Nil
OF. 2. Nil
DF
a
R 10, 6. Nil
RF. 10, 7. NE of ONE nearly joined.
Bottom of D sjightly weak

Letter D very slightly double below.
? Very small dot below D sq. and

above NW sq.

Bottom line extends very slightly to
right

Vert. guide line NE sq. Side line NE sq.
very weak

OF. 2. Small faint blur in NW sq.

OF. 2.{ Vert. guide line in NE sq. and
F sq. (close)

OF. 3. Vert. guide line NE sq. Left
line extends slightly below

RF. 7,'NE sq. Vert. guide line NE sq.
Left line strengthened. SE corner
re-cut. ? Top line NE weak at left
corner

RF. 7. Large D. Nil

OF. 2. Nl

C state 2
Recorded, but not seen in black. Prob-

ably one or both sides stronger

D
High to right

Low to right

Very low to right
Central

High to right

Low to right

High to right
High to right

Central to right

Low to right

Sl. high to right

Central, well to
right

D
High to right
High to right

Low central

Quite high to
right

Very high to
right

Central to right

High to right

High to right

Ext. low to right

Sl. high central
Low to right
Low to right

123

E

Central
High, well to left

High, Sl. to left
Central

Central to left

High, well to left

Low to left
Low to left

High to right
Central to left
Sl. high central
High central

F
Central
Central

Sl. high to left

Sl. high central
Central to left

Very high central
Low, Sl. to left

Central

Low central

Central
Very low central
Very low central
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DG

a

RF. 10, 6. Nil. ? Smudge in D sq.

RF. 10, 7. Letter G thinner

RF. 7. Vert. guide line NE sq. Letter
D large and double. Left line extends
below or ? dot on corner

Vert. guide line NE sq.

Hor. line or scratch along lower margin

OF. 2. Well defined hor. guide line
value and letter sgs.

OF. 2. Vert. guide line NE sq. (wide)

OF. 2. Vert. guide line NE sq. (close)

OF. 3. Faint vert. guide line NE sq.
Blur in NW sq. and on left margin

RF. 7, NE sq. Top line NE sq. weak at
left corner. SE corner re-cut

b
Nil
Nil

DH

a

RF. 10, 5. Blurin D sq. Left side weak

RE. 10, 7.. Slight blur in D sq.. Left
side stronger

RF. 7. Hor. line along lower margin.
Large D

Faint scratches in NE sq.

Faint vert. guide line NE sq.
scratches lower margin

Very small dot on margin below Y. Side
line NE sq. broken below

OF. 2. Right side line very weak

OF. 2. Vert. guide line NE sq. Bottom
line extends to right

OF. 2. Blur in NW sq.

OF. 3. Vert. guide line NE sq. Squat H

RE. 7, NE sq. Upper half of left line
strengthened. Bottom line extends to
right. Top line NE sq. broken at left
corner. SE corner re-cut

b

Nil

Faint

C state 2

Recorded, not seen.
both sides stronger

“O” flaw not present

Probably one or

PENNY BLA CK

D
High to right
High to right
High, SI. to right

Low central

Very high to
right

Central

Low to right
High to right
Very low to right

Quite low to right

Low central
High to right

D
High to left
High to left

V. high to right

Sl low to right
High to right

Sl low to right

Central to right
Central to right

Low to left

Central to right

Central, ext. far
right

Central, well to
right

‘Very high cen

G
High to left
High to left
High, SL. to le

High to right
High to left
High central

High central

Central S. to lef
Central to left

Very high to righ

High central

High to left

H
Low to lelt
Lcw to left

Very high centr

High to right
High central ,

Central to right

Central

® >

Swm W oua W

AA—TL

DI

a

RE. 10, 5. Vert. guide line NE sq.
Bottom line extends to right

RF. 10, 7. Guide line fainter. Same
extension. Letter I thinner

RF. 7. Hor. guide line on lower margin.
Large D

Blur cutside NW sq.

Faint vert. guide line NE sq.

Dot above D and right and left of I.
? Letter 1 slightly defective at top

OF. 2. Side line NE sq. defective below

OF. 2. Vert. guide line NE sq.

OF. 2. Vert. guide line NE sq.

OF 8. ' Faint vert. guide'line NE 'sq.
Left line extends below. Blur in NW
s, Tallel

RF. 7, NE sq. Letter D slightly double.
Bottom line extends to right. SE
corner re-cut. Top line NE sq. broken
at left corner and side line at SE
corner

b

Faint vert. guide line I ¢q. (close)

C state 2
“O” flaw not present

Dj

a

RE. 10,-a.;Nert: guide. .line’ NE " sq,
(close)

RF. 10, 7. No guide line

RF. 7. Vert. guide line NE sq. Large
D

Short diagonal stroke from top of D
upwards to the left

Vert. guide line NE sq.

Dot in SW corner of D sq. Dot to right
of foot of J

OF. 2.~ Side line NE sq. broken below

OF. 2. Vert. guide line NE sq. (close)

OF. 3. Vert. guide line NE sq. (wide).
Square ]

RF. 7, NE sq. Dot to right of J. Top
line NE sq. broken at left corner. Foot
of ] sq. SE corner re-cut

b

Nil

OF. 2.. Vert. guide line NE sq. (very
close) ¥

C state 2

“O” flaw not present

D
High to right

High to right
Very high to right
Low to right
Central to right
High to right
Central, Sl. to
lett .,
Central to right

Central
Central to right

High to right

Central to right

.

D
High to right

High to right
High to right

Central to right

High to right
High to right

Sl. low to right
Central to right

Low to right
Sl. low to right

Central, well to
right
Sl low to right

1
Sl. low central

Sl. low central
SL high central
Central to left
T.ow central
l.ow to left
Central
Central

High central
Central

Central to right

Central

High central

High central
High cent|ral

High central

High central
Central to left

Central to left

Central, Sl. to
left

High central

Very high to right”

Very high, Sl to
left
Sl. low central
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DK EA
E A
a D K a : . : :
A| RF. 10, 5. Nil High to right High central |A| RF. 10, 5. Vert. guide line NE sq. Blur | Sl high to right | High to right
B | RF. 10, 7. Both side lines extend below High to right

High central in A sq.

OF. 2. Blur in NW sq.

Very low central

Low to right

Foot of E faint

High central

Ext. low to right

|
| . . e o : ‘ i ight
5 Side line NE sq. very thin Central to right SL low, SL. to left |B| RF. 10, 7. Nokgul%el line. :1de b e, s o ot
6 | Side line NE sq. absent High to right Low to left -3 SO ReIYaEa ol L0 0 to right
7 | OF. 2. Bottom line extends to left High to right Central to left B F el sl On K Siigropied, | Ceean) fo el bt Sk
8 | OF. 2. Vert. guide line NE sq. Central to right | Central to left > ? Thin hnle, Ongféht Of(]? ) G Central
9 OF. 2. Vert. guide line NE sq. High, well t Central P Vert. guide line sq. (close > ;
Ay . = o vl Very St ot oF top of E High to right Central
. 3
|

RF. 7, NE sq. Scratches lower margin.
Upper half left line strengthened. Top
and side lines NE sq. weak. SE corner
re-cut

Quite low to right

Low central

OF. 2. Vert. guideline NE sq.

OF. 2. Vert. guide line NE sq.

High to left

Very high toright
Sl. low central

Central, Sl. to
right

Central

Very low central

RF. 7, NE sq. Top line NE sq. broken
at left corner. SE corner re-cut

OF. 2. Faint vert. guide line NE sq.
Small dot top right of NW sq.

RF. 7, NE sq. Letter D double. Vert.
guide line NE sq. SE corner re-cut.
Top line NE sq. broken at left corner

b

Nil

C state 2
“O” flaw not present

Central

Central, ext. far
to right

Central to right

Ext. low central

Central to right |

Central

RF. 7, NE sq. Top right serif of E
faint. Top line NE sq. broken at left
corner. SE corner re-cut

b
Nil
OF. 2. Nil
C state 2

Both sides stronger. NW sq. ? re-cut

Central

Quite high to
right
Central

b 3
. : 3 i b
2 R}:1 .017; 3 leBo'c‘com line K sq. slightly | Very high central | Very low to left Bottom line of A sq. thin. gen:rai to left geﬁtll::} 5 gt
; 3 entra ©!
Nil g Ce;li;?tl, well to | Central A 8? ; Nil Conir i Ext. high central
Scratches on lower margin Central, Sl. to | Central #
right C state 2 :
C state 2 Little difference. Letters perhaps fainter
“O’"flaw not present
“O” flaw not present
DL
a D L
RF. 10, 5. Dot below SE corner L sq.-| High to right High to left EB
RF. 10, 7. Same dot. Thin line on mar- High to right High to left E B
gin under Y of Penny i a c 1 ta o
RF. 7. Line on margin below D sq. | High to left High, Sl. to left IA | RF. 10, 5. Nil Ceqtlilatl, St to entral to rigl
Large D rig :
Dot on margin just above SE corner L High central Very high, Sl. t@ IB| RF. 10, 7. Trace of 10 o’clock ray Cen.trlimg, Sl. to | Central to right
sq. 4 right rig :
Vert. guide line NE sq. Bottom line | S low to right Central 2 | RF. 7. Vert. guide line NE sq. SL low to left gentra} EO ;iggt
extends very slightly to left. Diagonal 4 | Dot NE sq. just below top right long ray SL. high central (‘entral 0 T1g
scratch left of L 5 | Bottom serif of E bifurcated High to left S
Faint dot below D. Small dot touching | Central to right | Central 6 | Faint vert. guide line NE sq. : SL high central OWt Celntr left
right line of L sq. 8 | OF. 2. Vert. guide line NE sq. (wide). | Central to left Central to
OF. 2. Dot in SE corner L sq. SL. high central Central Left side weak : Contral sl o
OF. 2. Re-entry NE and D sqgs. and | Central to right Sl high to left = 9 | OF. 2. Vert. guide line NE sq. Foot of | Central to right en liiit, .
also NY of Penny 4 B double c rltg 1 to richt
OF. 2. Blurred line outside NW sq. Central to right High to left (I) OF. 2. Blur outside NW sq. and below | Very low central entra g

Quite low central

Ay

Very high to right

Central
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GUIDE LINES TO THE PENNY BLACK

EC

a

RF. 10, 5. Vert. guide line NE sq.

RF. 10, 7. Same guide line. Trace of
10 o’clock ray

RF. 7. Dot on lower margin to left of C
sq.

Line or scratch on margin below Penny.
Left side very weak

Vert. stroke of E faint below

Vert. guide line NE sq. (wide)

OF. 2. Vert. guide line NE sq. (wide)
OF. 2. Bottom line extends slightly to
right

RFE. 7, NE sq. Letter C very thin. SE
corner re-cut. ? Top line NE sq.
broken at left corner

b
Nil
OF. 2.- Nil
OF. 2. Nil
C state 2

Both sides stronger especially the top
half

1A
.1B

—oNoe A

o nwN

“O” flaw not present

ED

a

RF. 10, 5. Vert. guide line NE sq.
(very close). Left side weak

RF. 10, 7. No guide line. Left side
stronger

Two or three dots on margin below ONE

Hor. guide line D sq.

OF. 2. Dot on E of Penny

OF. 2. Vert. guide line NE sq. (wide)

RF. 7, NE sq. Faint blur outside NW
sq. Left line strengthened. SE corner
re-cut

b

RE. 7.  Nil

Bottom line of E sq. thin
Top line of NW sq. thin

OF. 2. Nil
OF. 2. Faint vert. guide line NE sq.

C state 2

Top line re-cut

E
SL low to right
S!. low to right

Low central
Central

Central

High central

High to left

Ext. high to
right

Central

High central
Central to left
Low central

E
Central

Central

Central, SL to
right

Sl high central

High, Sl to left

Ext. high central

Ext. low to right

Central to right
High to right
Central

High, SI. to right
Low central

)

c )€
Central, SI. to le
Central, Sl. to jeff

Central to left |
Low central
Low to left
High central
Low central
Quite high to

Central

High to left
Central to left

High to left
3
ES
7
E 10
D
Very high cen’
Very high centra
Central, SL A
right '
Central to right 1A
High central 1B
Low to right
Ext. low to 3
6
8
] K
Central to right 10
Central to right 1]
Central, Sl. tO
right 4
High central
Central 3
5
7

AA—TI

EE

a

RF. 10, 5. Left bottom serif of first E
extends to left. ? Vert. guide line NE
sq. (very close). ? Second E blurred.
White mark on bottom limb of second
E

RF. 10, 7. Left serif of E long.
line NE sq. weak

RF. 7. Vert. guide line NE sq. (close)

Dot to left of first E. Dot below N of
One

Vert. guide line NE sq. (close)

OF. 2. Side line NE sq. very thin.
? Bottom line extends slightly to right

Side

LOF. 2. Vert. guide line NE sq. and

second E sq.

RF. 7, NE sq. Right line strengthened.
Top and side line NE sq. faint. SE
corner re-cut

b

Bottom lines of letter squares thin
Bottom limb of second E faint

OF. 2. Nil
OF. 2. Second E slightly double

EF

a

RF. 10, 5. Vert. guide line NE sq.

RF. 10, 7. Vert. guide line NE sq. (very
faint). Trace of 10 o’clock ray

RF. 7. Vert. guide line NE sq. (close)

Side line NE sq. weak below

Very faint vert. guide line NE sq. (close)

OF. 2. Vert. guide line NE sq. Side
line NE sq. very weak

OF. 2. Vert. guide line NE sq.

OF. 2. Vert. guide line NE sq.

RF. 7, NE sq.” Break at top left corner
NE sq. SE corner re-cut

b

Nil

Nil
OF. 2. Nil

E
Low to right

Low to right

Central to left

Central, SI.
right

Central

High central

to

Central to right

Ext. high central

Very high to right
Central, Sl. to
right

Low, ext. far to
left
Low to right

E o
Low to left
Low to left

Central to left
Central

"High, Sl to left

Sl. high central

Very high central

SL. low to right

Central, well to
right

High, ext. far to
right

Central

Central

129

E
High to right

High to right

Central
High central

High central
High central

Central

Very high to right

Very high central
Central

Ext. low central

Low central

F
High central
High central

Sl. low central
High to left
Central
Central

Central to left
Very low central
Very high central

4

Ext. low to left

Central
High to left
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EG
a
IA| RF. 10, 5. Vert. guide line NE sgq.
(close). Dot at SE corner G sq.
IB( RE. 70, 7. No dot. Guide line not so
evident
4 Faint line or scratch on margin below E
s5q.
6 Vert. and hor. guide lines in NE sq.
7 OF. 2. Bottom line extends slightly to
left. White dot on bottom serif of E.
Faint scratches on lower margin
8 | OF. 2. Vert. guide line NE sq. (wide).
| . Side line NE Sq. practically missing
10 { OF. 2. Vert. guide line NE sq.
I RF. 7, NE sg. ? Top line NE sq. weak
at left corner. SE corner re-cut
b
204 RE N
31Nl
5 | Faint line below letter E
9 | OF 2. "Ni)
EH
a

IA| RF. 10, 5. Left side weak

IB| RF. 10, 7.

5
6
7z

9
10

A W

Slight marks of re-entry
each upper sq. Left side stronger
Top line NW sq. very weak

Faint vert. guide line NE sq.

OF. 2. Top left serif of E missing.
Bottom line extends slightly to left.
? Scratches on lower margin

OF. 2. Re-entry NE and H sgs.’

| OF. 2. Left line extends below. Squat
H
RF. 7, NE sq. Top and. side lines NE
sq. faint. "SE corner re-cut
b
R )
Nil

Vert. guide line NE sq.
OF. 2°" Nil

GUIDE LINES TO THE PENNY BLACK

E
High to right

High to right
Central to left
Central to left

Central

Central

SL low, Sl. to
right

Quite high to
right

Central, Sl to
left 71

High, well to
right

Central to right

High central

E
Low to right
Low to right

Central

High to left
Central, ext. far
to left

High central

SL. high, SI. to
right

High, Sl. to left

Central

Very high to
right

Central to left

Sl. high to left

G
High to left 1A

High to left 1B

Central, SI. to lef
Very high,

far to left
High central

®
"
O ™ Ny

High central
Sl low central

High central

SL low, ext. fap
to left
SL. high to left

Very high to left:
Central
left

H
Low to left
Low to left

Very high cent a
Central to right
Central

Central to left
Very low central

Central 71

Ext. high central
Central F

Very low to right
High, well to
right 7

U A

AA=—TL.
El

a

RF. 10, 5. Vert. guide line NE sq.
se) ) :
R[f‘d(]‘(/( 7. No guide line. Mark or

scratch on right side of N\\ sq.
Faint scratches g;gt_sl(le }\\ sq.
Vert. guide line NE sq. (close)
OF. 2. Foot of E weak

2. Vert. guide line .\:Ii‘sq. (wiQG)
OF. 2. Vert. guide Tine NE sq. (wide)
and I sq. (close) s
RI?HT. )2 sqg. Dot at top Ic#t'l\\\ sq.
Tr»p and side lines NE sq. faint. Tall
I. SE corner re-cut
b
IRFE. 7. Nil
Nil
Vert. guide line NE sq. Lower part of
right side weak

OF. 2. Vert. guide line NE sq. (close).
Lall- 1
E)
a
r. 1046 Nil

RF. 10, 7. Re-entry each upper sq. and
NNY of Penny. Letters re-cut and

enlarged ;
REF. 7. Foot of E slightly faint on the

left
Side line NE sq. broken below

Vert. guide line NE sq. (wide)

OF. 2. Top line NE'sq. weak at left
corner. Top line NW sq. thin j
OF. 2. Vert. guide line NE sq. (close,
OF. 2. Vert. guide line NE sq. (wide)
OF. 2. Letter ] with square foot and

short stroke on its right

RF. 7, NE sq. Top line NE sq. broken
at left corner. SE corner re-cut.
Square J

b
Vert. guide line NE sq.
Top line NW sq. thin

E I
Low to right Low central

Low to right Low central

Central Central

Low central Sl low cent(al
Central Very low, Sl to
3 right

Sl high central Central

High central Low central

High to right Central

1

Central Ext. low centra

Very high to Central to left
right

High, Sl. to left Sl. low to left

Low central High to right

E J
Central to right High central
Central to right High central

Central to left Central

Ext. high, Sl to
left

Sl. high central

High to left

Central

High to left

Sl. high, SL to
right

Central

Low central

High to right

High central
High central
Very low to right

l'Very low to right | Ext. high central

Low central High, Sl. to right

High to left High central
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AA—TL
132 GUIDE LINES TO THE PENNY BLACK EA
EK X F A
N ; 7 to right
a E 8 5. Vert. guide line NE sq. | High central i
£ & ", : g W ) ; y S I ; 9, Vert.-g .
1A R};élégé)o. Vert. guide line NE sq. | Central to right High central 1A hli;citoer)}‘ double ?_01((])“;11)16 No guide | High central Low to right
> % Letter B do Fo B M
IB| RF. 10, 7. Traces of re-entry Postage | Low to right High to right IB| RE. o g 4 A SI. low to right Central
and NE sq. Both letters re-cut and - Imeauide line NE sq. Hor. guide line - 10
Ier;;ltarged}.1 l\éodguide line. Position of |V e{i\i of PENNXéandl_»}zsq. Dot top 5 WS
etters change e : tween G anc OW centr \
2 | RF. 7. Left foot of K weak Central Central e n'ia]r_glen\t‘fg :q. very weak . Centrai Sl. to | Ext.low to right
4 Scratches on left margin Low to left Central to right | Side Line 3 ctends slightly below. Top | Central, 3
5 Scratch on margin above NE sq. Central Low central ] Lot h%e\,\?:ge.nthin o Ieft entral Central to right
6 Vert. guide line NE 8q. (wide). Dot | SI. high central Low to left OI}‘mS: i Letter F double . k %g:; Eo right Central
above letter E and at top of NE sq. 7 A . Richt foot of A weak.
7 0117&% Bottom line extends slightly to Central SL low central 11 ‘I;:E' ’c:;\rfe:—qre-cutg
8 OF. 2. Vert. guide line NE 5q. (wide). | Central " | Central 1
Bottom line extends slightly to right b . Low central fa izf‘l:r& right
s B PR guide line NE 3q. (wide) Very high to Central to left RF. 7. Ni : S ft | Very low to le
q right - ( % Bottom serif of F slightly long on the le Ceniral.tO ot Centra}
10 LOF. 2" Dt 44 right of top of K Central to right Central to right 4| OF. 2. Nil : o Centra
S 8 line encroaches eac
I RF. 7, NE sq. Break at top left corner Central SL. low central v 9 OF. 2. Bottom : 1
NE sq. SE corner re-cut 4 side of ONE Low, Sl to right | Centra
Gl
B OF. 2. Ni
b ; 5
3 Scratches on top and bottom margins Ext. high to Central to right C state P
right 5 | Right side stronger. All corners fain {
EL
a . E L
IA| RF. 19, 5. Right line extends below

SL. high to right High, SI. to left .
IB| RF. 19, 7. Re-entry Nw $q. No exten- | g high to right High, SI. to left

FB
: B
i : | a . lFt ight | Low, SL. to right
2 RI:q 7. Two dots below SE corner of L | Central to left Very high to left B r. 10, 5 Veit guide line NE sq. g%ﬁ' gll tg ;;ght Low, SL. to right
3 | Small dot below SE corner L sq. Top | Central High, SL. to left IB| RF. 10, 7. No guide line 3 Low to left e
left ray NW sq. short of corner 3 | Bettom line I sq. very wea Central to right Ext. lgto s tg
4 | Dot on margin just above SE corner. Central Central to right 4 | Vert. guide line NE sq. troke first | Low, SL to left Centra
Left line extends below. Bottom line 6 Black mark across lelf_t :i\?;‘: zqr el i
e ione e 4 slightly to left S Sldde Imtive on the left Low central Cetnhraentral
5 | Faint vert. guide line N Esq. Very small | Central Very low central 7 | OF. 2. Foot of F de i B Central to left High ¢ 1
dot below SE corner L sq. 8 | OF. 2. Faint hor. gl}ldeléllge S(?l.Faint Very high to right | High centra
6 | Two very small dots in centre of right | Central to left Central 8| OF. 2. Vert. guide hrf’eB % { Sl to right
star. Dot below SE corner L sq. vert. h{le to rlght O! NE s Central to rlght Low, 1 .to right
8 | OF. 2. Vert. guide line NE sq. (wide). | High to left High to left 10 | OF. 2. Vert. guide line NE sq. faint. | Low, SI. toright | Central tc
Hor. guide line I sq. Tiny dot in SE Il | RF. 7, NE sq.” Side line NE sq. faint.
corner L sq. ' SE corner re-cut
N RF. 7, NE sq. Right line extends below. | Low central High to right g
Foot of L short on left. Top line NE b fith ber ikt High to right
:g.ctt;zoken at left corner. SE corner g RF. 7. Nil Quite low to left | Very low central
5 Nil
b C state 2 ha
Lol OR 2 Nl High central Low central BE Not scon i Bk Red stamps show
9 OF. 2. Nil High central Central right side stronger
10 1 .0F 2 Nil Very high to right | Central g
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GUIDE LINES TO THE PENNY

FC

a

RE. 10, 5. Nil

RF. 10, 7. Faint hor. line or scratch on
margin below F sq. and ONE

Bottom line extends slightly to right.
Small dot on right and left of C

Faint vert. guide line NE sq. (wide). Dot
touching left side line NE sq.

OF. 2. Vert. guide line NE sq. (wide).
2 Bottom line extends very slightly to

right

OF. 2. Vert. guide line NE sq. and ? C
sq. (very close). Right line extends
below

OF. 2. Hor. guide line C sq.

RF. 7, NE sq. Right line extends below.
Break at top left corner NE sq. SE
corner re-cut

b

HF 7 N

Bottom line F sq. weak
Nil

OF. 2. Nil

C state 2
Both sides stronger. Corners weaker

FD

a

RF. 10, 5. Nil

RF. 10, 7. NE of ONE joined. Scratches
on lower margin. Side line NE sq.
weak

RF. 7. Right line extends below

Letter F slightly double above and
below. Bottom line F sq. thin

Two vert. guide lines NE sq. Faint hor.
guide line D sq. and below second N
of Penny

Top and side lines NE sq. very weak

OF. 2. Vert. guide line NE sq. (wide)

OF. 2. Bottom line appears double

OF. 2. Left line extends slightly below

RF. 7, NE sq. Left line strengthened.
SE corner re-cut. Top line NE sq.
broken at left corner and side line NE
sq. below

b

Nil

OF. 2. Faint scratches on margin above
Postage

C state 2
Practically no difference.
bottom below One.

? Double

BLACK

&

E
SL. high central
SL. high central

Central to right
Central to right

Central

Sl low to left

Ext. low to left

Very high to right

Very low to left
Ext. low central
Sl. low central
Sl. low central

F
High central
High central

High, SI. to right
Low central

Central to right

Sl. low central
Central

Low central
Very low central
High to right

Central
Central to left

e
High central
High central

Low to left

Very high to leffl

Very high cen .
Sl low to left

Very high, Sl t
left 4
Central to left

Low to left
Central to left
Low to right
Low to left

D e

Sl. high to left %
Sl high to left =
g % IB

Quite high centr
Central to right

High to right

Sl. high central
Sl. high central
High, well to righ
High to right =
Central to right®

High central 8
Central to right

AA—TL
FE
a .
RF. 10, 5. Nil 4
RF. 10, 7. Faint scratches in and out-

side corner of F sq. Top line NW sq.
broken at left corner
Scratches on lower margin
Small dot on E of Postage.
smudge in NW sq. :
Vert. guide line NE sq. (wide).
line both upper sgs. weak
Top line NW sq. very\weak y
OF. 2. Vert. guide line NE sq. (close)
RF. 7, NE sq. Two small breaks in top
line of NE sq. SE corner re-cut

b

Slight

Top

RE..7. Nl
OF. 2. Nil
OF. 2. Side line NE sq. thin
OF. 2. Nil
C state 2

“0O” flaw not present

FF

a
RF. 10, 5. Nil
RF. 10, 7. Small mark or dot on bot-

tom serif of E of Penny

Scratch on margin below One

Vert. guide line NE sq. Left bottom
serif of first F long ,

Top and side lines NE sq. very weak

OF. 2. Scratches on lower margin

OF. 2. Side line NE sq. weak

OF. 2. Vert. guide line NE and F sgs.
(close). Hor. guide line first F sq.

RF. 7, NE sq. Dot below second F sq.
Two small breaks in top line of NE sq.
SE corner re-cut

b

No RF. Nil

Top line NE sq. thin
OF. 2. -Nil

C state 2
Both sides, especially the right, stronger.
Corners re-cut, contents fainter

“0O” flaw not present

F
Central
Central

Very low to right
Central to right

Central

Central
Central
High to right

Low, SL. to right

Very low, well to
left

SL. high, Sl to
right

Very low to right

F

Central to left
Central to left

Low, Sl. to right
Ext. low central

Central

Central to right
Central

High central

Very high to right

High to right
Central to right
Central to right

Central to right
Central to right

Very high to right
Low central

Central,. Sl.' to
left

Low to right

High, Sl. to right

High to right

Central
Low, Sl to left

Central

Low central

£

Central
Central

Central
Central to right

Low central
High to left
High, Sl. to left
Central

Ext. high central

Very high central *
Low to right
High central
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GUIDE LINES TO THE PENNY BLACK

FG
a
RF. 10, 5. Vert. guide line NE sq. (very
close)
RF. 10, 7. GE of Postage very close to
top line. ? Scratches on left margin.

NNY of Penny tend to slope up
towards the right. No guide line

No RF. Letter G double

Vert. guide line NE sq.

OF. 2. Hor. guide line letter sqs. and
value

OF. 2. Faint vert. guide line NE sq.

RF. 7, NE sq. Break at top left corner
NE sq. SE corner re-cut

b
Nil
Nil
Nil
OF. 2. Nil
OF. 2. Nil

C state 2
Both sides. especially the right, stronger.
Corners re-cut, contents fainter

FH

a

RE. 10:. 5. Nert. guide line NE sq.
Serifs of H nearly meet in the middle

RF. 10, 7. Serifs of H wider apart. No
guide line é

Left line extends slightly below

Scratch on margin below ONE. Top
line NW sq. very weak

Side line NE sq. very weak

OF. 2. Small mark touching left side of
H sq.

OF. 2. Hor. guide line through F sq.

RF. 7, NE sq. Upper half of left line
strengthened. SE corner re-cut

b

No RF. Nil
Nil
OF. 2. Hor. guide line F sq.

OF. 2. Side line NE sq. thin. Squat H

F
Central

Central

High central
Quite low central

SL. high central

Quite low central
Central to right

Central to right
Very low central
Low central
Low, SL. to right
Central

F
Central

Central
Central
Low central

Central
Central

Central

High central

Sl. low central

High to right

Quite high cen-
tral

Very low, Sl. to

right

G
High to left

High to left

High to left

Very low, well #¢

left
High central

Low central :
Very low, well #
left

High to left
High to left
High, Ext. far

H a4
Low to left
Low to left
Central, Sl. to
right ;
Ext. high to left

High to left A

SL high, SL.  to

right *\
Ext. high to
right 7

Central

Very low central

High, Sl. to left

Quite high to right

Very low, ext. far

to right

® N nas N

1A
1B

AA—TL

Fi

a

RF. 10, 5. Letter F double below. Vert.
guide line NE sq. ‘

RE. 10, 5. Double F and vert. guide
line. Trace of 10 o’clock ray

No RF. Very small dot below SE cor-
ner of I sq.

Side line NE sq. weak ;

Vert. guide line NE sq. (wide).
scratch below ONE

Top and side line NE- sq. very weak

OF. 2. Top left serif of I weak. Thin
line from foot of I to right side line

OF. 2. Vert. guide line NE sq. (very
close). Bottom line extends very
slightly to right

RF. 7, NE sq. Bottom line extends to
right. Side line NE sq. weak. SE
corner re-cut

b

Bottom line of I sq. thin

OF. 2. Hor. guide line through top of
value

OF. 2. Tall'T:" Nil

Faint

C state 2
Recorded as in a second state. ? One
or both sides stronger
F)

a

RF. 10, 5. Faint vert. guide line NE
sq. (close). Top line extends to left

RF. 10, 7. Same extension. No guide
line

Dot on margin below O of ONE

Vert. guide line NE sq. (wide). Top line
NW sq. very thin

Small mark on foot of E of ONE

OF. 2. Vert. guide line NE sq. (close)

OF. 2. Faint vert. guide line NE sq.
Foot of J square

RF. 7, NE sq. Dot above NW corner.
Foot of J square.

b

No RF. Nil

Nil

OF. 2. Nil

OF. 2. Nil

F
High, Sl. to
right
High, Sl to
right
Central, Sl. to
right
Central
Central

Central to left

Central, Sl to
right

Central

Very high to
right

High to right
High to left

Low central

F
Low, SI. to right

Low, Sl to right

Very high to
right
Central to right

Central to left

Quite high to
right

Very low to left

High to right

High, Sl to
right

Central to right

Central to left

Central to right

i

|
Low to left

Low to left
Central to left

Central
Low to left

Low to left
Central

Central

Very low to right

Central to left
High central

High to right

Central jto left
Central to left
Very high central
Central to left

High to left

Ext. high, Sl. to
left ;

Quite high to
right

Ext. high to right

Quite high central

Very high central
High, SI. to left
Low to left
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1A
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GUIDE LINES TO THE

FK

a

RF. 10, 5.

RE 10,7
(faint).
top line

Dot on lower margin between O and N
of ONE

Left side very weak except towards the
top

Top line NW sq. weak.
line NE sq.

Top serif of K double.
top right ray NE sq.

OF. 2. Vert. guide line NE sq. (wide)

OF. 2. Vert. guide line NE sq.

RF. 7, NE sq. Two small breaks in top
line NE sq. SE corner re-cut

b
No RF. Nil
OF.:2. Nil

Vert. guide line NE sq.
Vert. guide line NE sq.
GE of Postage very close to

? Vert. guide

Dot just below

OF. 2~ Nil

FL

a

RE. 10, 5. Faint vert. gulee line NE sq.
Faint dot outside SE corner

RF. 10, 7. No guide line. Same dot

Dot close to left side of F sq. ? Faint dot
outside SE corner

Scratches in letter sqs. and on lower
margin. ? Small dot below SE corner

Top line NW sq. practically missing:
? Scratches on lower margin

OF. 2. Scratches on top margin

OF. 2. “Right
below.
L sq.

OF. 2. Vert. guide line NE sq. (wide)
extending above. Vert. guide line L
sq. Left line extends slightly below

RF. 7, NE sq. Dot below SE corner L-
sq. Dot above NW sq. and in top of
NE sq. Top line NE sq. broken at left
corner. SE corner re-cut

line extends slightly
Very small dot in SE corner

b
No RF. Nil
Nil
OF. 2. Nil

PENNY BLACK

-
Central

Central

Low to right
Central to right
Central to right
Central to left
Central

SL high to right
Central

High central
Ext. low to right

Central to right

F
Central

Central

Central, Sl. to
right

High to right

Central, Sl. to
left

Central, Sl.
right

Central to right

to

Low to right

Low central

High central
Central to right
Ext. high central

K
Central to left
Central to left

Central, ext. fap
to left
Central
High central
Low central
Low to left

High to right
High central

Low to right

Central .
SL high central ¥

L
High central

High central
High central

Very low to left

Central, - S1. tal
left

Sl. low, Sl. toS
left 1

Central to left
SL high to right "

Central well to
right 1

High to left

Central, Sl. to le

Very low, ext.
to left

1A
1B

w N

AA—TL

GA

a . v
RF, 10, 5. ? Slight blurin A sq. Nil
RF. 10, 7. Slight re-entry NE sq. and

foot of E of POSTAGE. Scratches on
top and left margins
Small dot above A

Right line extends below ;

\:j;t guide line NE sq., Letter G weak
below on the left. ? ]Set't line extends
slightly below s

01«51? 2. Short stroke joined to foot of G

OF. 2. Vert. guide line NE sq. (wide)

OF. 2. Vert. guide line NE sq. (close)
and A sq. (wide) i J

OF.? 2. %ert. guide line NE sq. (wide)

RF. 7, NE sq. Top line NE sq. weak
towards the left. SE corner re-cut

b
No RF. Nil
Nil

C state 2
Not seen in hlack. Red stamps show all

corners fainter

GB

a

RF. 10, 5. Left side weak v

RF. 10, 7. Left side stronger. C-shaped
line on N of ONE

Faint hor. guide line below B sq.

Top line NE sq. weak and broken at each
end. Side line NE sq. thin
OF. 2. Scratches on lower margin

OF. 2. Faint vert. guide line NE sq.
b

No RF. Nil

Nil

Nil

OF. 2.l

OF. 2. Nil

RF. 7, NE sq. Nil

C state 2

Not seen in black. Red stamps show

stronger sides

G
Central

Central

High central

Low to left
High to left

High to left
High to left
High,. Sl
right
Central
High central

to

High central
Central

-

G
High central
High central

High central
High to left

SI. high to left
Central to left

Low to left
Low central
Central to left
High to left
Low to left
Low to left
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A
Central, Sl. to
right
Cefitral, Sl to
right

Ext. low, Sl. to
left

Low, Sl. to right

Central to right

Central, Sl. to left
Central to leit
High to left

Central
Low, Sl. to right

Central to left
Central

Central to right
Central to right
Sl dewy Sl to
left

Central to right

Central
Very high central

High to right
High to right
Central

Central to left
Central

Sl. high to right




14 GUIDE. LINES TO THE PENNY BLACK

Characteristic Letters

Some letters are characteristic of a particular plate or plates, such as
the longtailed “R’’, the short, squat “H” or “T”, the tall “I”” and the tall
and somewhat slender “N” of Plate 10. On Plate 10 also the “Q” has a
short tail with a distinctive curve. Several of the letters on Plate 11 are

very similar to those on Plate 10, especially the square-footed ““J”’ and tall .

“I”, but in the few cases where these two letters are concerned, and there
may be any difficulty in separating the two plates, this is overcome by the
presence of the “O” flaw on Plate 10 which never appears on Plate 11,
Apart from the “I”” and “J” the most distinctive letters on Plate 11 are the

very broad and short “E” and in a lesser degree the “L”” with the somewhat :

shortened foot. On Plate 2 the broad “D” in the horizontal row and on
Plate 3 the small and sometimes blurred “M”, narrow “K”, and especially
the “P”” with the small loop are all characteristic. The letter “E’ varies
considerably ; on Plate 1 it is of the large type with the bottom serif often
extended to the left. This may also occur on Plate 2, but here the “E” is
narrower. Plates 3 and 4 have also a la ge type but less so than Plate 1.
On Plates 5, 6, 7, 9 and 10 it is of the narrow type and on Plate 8 it is smaller.

Hi|H| |11 JIJ M|IM

N||N| |Q||Q]| |R||R||R| |T||T

E||E||E||E|E
Guide Lines

These are thin vertical or horizontal lines sometimes known as ‘“‘Hair
Lines,” being what remained after the sometimes only partial removal of
the lines drawn on the Plate before transferring the impression from the
rollers so as to keep the stamps in proper alignment.

Vertical. These are present on a very great number of the stamps from
all eleven plates and are most frequently to be seen in the top right (N.E.)
corner squares, being very numerous on Plates 8 and 9 and especially so
on those from Plate 9 where they also may be visible in the south-east
(S.E.) square as well as the N.E. _

Vertical lines may also appear along the side margins as well as in all
the squares. They may be placed very close to the side line of a square or
at varying distances from it, but when they are very faint or very close to
the line, as so often happens, they may be extremely difficult to confirm.

Horizontal. These can be seen running through all the corner squares,
and/or the letters of value and also along the upper and lower margins,
being most numerous on stamps from Plate 2, in the S row, and Plate 9, in
the K row.

INTRODUCTION 15
Frame Lines

An enlarged example of
the defective frame as
found on plates 4, 5and 6

The lines which surround the stamps above, below and on each side
often show many irregularities. When a plate became worn through cleaning
or burnishing the side lines, especially the left, often became very uneven
and in some cases practically absent, this being particularly evident on
Plates 4, 5 and 6. They may also have a wavy appearance or look as if
they were double. In several cases the top and side lines of the upper corner
squares, especially the top right, are thin and broken, often leaving gaps
at the corner. Some of the bottom lines are thin, notably on Plate 3,
whereas on other plates, such as Plate 4, they may be thicker than usual.

< A typical extension
Extended Lines

The lines may be extended above, below or to either side. Some of
those which have been described as extended are probably not really so as
they have much more the appearance of a thin line, such as a guide line,
running up or down from where the frame line should have ended rather
than an actual extension of the line itself.

This so-called extension on such stamps as GA (11), GK (7), HK (7);
LF (2), TF (2), TJ (2) may indeed be due to the imperfect rubbing out of
guide lines. On others, especially where very slight extensions -of the
bottom line to the right are concerned, it looks more like a small bulge or
dot, perhaps a guide dot, which has become attached to the corner thus
giving the linear appearance.

How were these extensions caused ? THey were probably due to some
necessary touching up or repairs which took place, such as :—

(1) Touching up of the plate, before the first printing, when the original
impression showed any weakness.

(2) The imperfect rubbing out of guide lines which would affect the
bottom or east line of the stamp.

(3) Some may be due to re-entry in the case of faint lines either below
the bottom line or above the top line.

Are these stamps state 1 or 2 ?

It is suggested that any which show an extension before the first printing
are from state 1, and that any stamps showing an extension due to further
Tepairs, that is, after printing had started, are from state 2.
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sq.
4 Faint vert. guide line NE sq. (close).
Two small dots on margin just above
C sq.
5 Top line NW sq. broken at left corner.
Top line NE sq. thin
6 Vert. guide line NE Sq. and ? NW sq.
9 | OF. 2. Vert. guide line NE and C sgs.
11 RF. 7, NE sq. Hor. guide line from O
of ONE to C sq. SE corner re-cut
b
2 | No RF. Nil
3 | Bottom line of G sq. thin
7 | OF. 2. Right line extends very slightly
below. Bottom line NE sq. extends
slightly into margin
8 | OF 2 'Nil
10 | OF. 2. Nil
GD
a
IA| OF. 10, 5. Nil
IB| OF.10, 7. Hor. guide line G sq. Top of

=i O o ~N v

S wN

IA | RE. 10, 5.
B

GUIDE LINES TO THE PENNY BLACK

GC

a

b

Nil
RF. 10, 7.
Letters of ONE PENNY

Position of letter C changed.
thinner.

G
High to left
High to left

Sign of retouch just above the top of G

right side weak .

Bottom line extends to right and right
line very slightly below. ? Dot on
margin above A of POSTAGE

Two vert. guide lines NE sq.

OF. 2. Scratch on margin below NNY

OF. 2. Blur along left margin
OF. 2. Vert. guide line NE sq.

OF. 2. Dot at top left NE sq.

RE. 7, NE sq, Top line NE sq. broken
at left corner

b

No RF. Nil

Nil

Top line both upper sqs. thin

C state 2
“0” flaw not present

High to right

High to left

High to left
Low to right
SL. low central

Central
Low central
High to left

High to left
Central

G
Low to left
Low to left

SL high to left

Central

Central, well to
left

SL. high to left

Central, well to
left

Central

Ext. low central

High to left
Low central
High to left

c
High to left
Central to left

Central to left

Low to left

Central to left
High to left
High SI. to left

Central to left
High to left
Very high to left

Central
SL. high to left

D
Ext. high central
Ext. high centr"

Central,
right

well ¢t o

Very high to right
Central ]

Low central
High to right

High to right
Very low, Sl to
left

Central
Central to right
Quite low to right

O wv

AL
GE
a )
¢, 10, 5. Ni LI
;if— 5(; ;’ Faint hor. guide line in G sq.
o 8 L 3

i L 8 ight line weak
side line NE sq. and right
Le?tl(h?nc extends slightly below. Bottom
line G sq. thin o
Dot on second N of PENNY.
NE sq. defective below
Tert. guide line NE sq. o4
\‘ﬂtgrt é(zliagonal stroke upwards from top
f G to margin 3
OI? 2. Vert. guide line NE sq. (close)
No RF. Left line strengthened. SE
corner re-cut

b

No RF. Nil

Side line

@F. 2 2. |Nil
OF. 2. Nil
OF. 2. Nil

C state 2 _
Letter E somewhat fainter
“O” flaw not present

“0O” flaw not present

GF

a .

RF. 10, 5. Hor. guide line on margin
below value and I sq. ‘

RF. 10, 7. Very small dot above G

No RF. Dot on margin between E of
ONE and P of PENNY 5

Bottom line extends to rig ;

Vert. guide line NE sq. (wide). Left line
extends below. Scratches below G sq.

Vert. guide line NE sq. ? Margin of NW

sq. blurred
Ol:.q‘J 2. Hor. stroke of G longer than
usual

OF. 2. Vert. guide line NE sq. (very
close). Right line extends below
OF. 2. Vert. guide line NE sq. (wide)

No RF. SE corner re-cut

b

Nil

QF 2 Nil

G
High, well to left
High, well to left

Central to left

S1: high, Sl. to
right

Low to left

High to left

Low to left ;
Central to right

Central, well to
left

High to left

High to left

Low central

G
Low, well to left

Low, well to left
High, well to left

High to left
Low to left

High to left

High, = Sl.... to
right

High, Sl to left

Sl. low, Sl. to
left

Central to right

Central, well to

left
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E

Low, well to r%ght
Low, well to right
High central
Kl high s Sl %0

left
Central to left
Sl. high to left

Quite low to left
High to right

High central
Low central

Sl. high central
Central to right

Central

Central
Central

Central b
Low, Sl to right

Low, SI. to left
High, Sl to left
Central to left

Sl low to left

High to right

Central to right

High, well to left

Central




2 No RF. Nil Central
3 Nil Low to left
5 Very faint vert. guide line NE 8q. (close) Central, well to
left
7 OF. 2 2" Nil Central
8 OF. 2. Nil High to left
10 OF. 2. Nil Central
GH
a : G
IA| RF. 10, 5. Nil Sl. low, well to
left
IB| RF. 10,-7; Letter H thinner SL low, well to
left
2 No RF. Dot on loy

4 Short faint line

NN w

GUIDE LINES TO THE

a
lA |'RF. 19, 5. Nil
IB [ -RF. 19, 7. E of PENNY

bottom line
4 Faint vert, guide line NE sq.
Indefinite mark above first G
6 Top line NE $q. de
9 OF. 2. Vert. guide line NE sq
second G sgs.
1 RE. 7, NE sq.
SE corner re-cut

b

 Mmargin

P of PENNY,

5q.
OF. 2. Blur outside NW sq.
OF!'2.  Faint vert. guide line NE sq.
RE, 7. NE 5q. SE corner re-cut
b
Nil
Top line NW Sq. weak
Nil

OF. 722 “Nil
OF. 2. Trace of vert. guide line NE sq

GG

very close to
(wide),

efective at left corner
and

Left line strengthened.

Ver part of right

on lower margin below
? Vert. guide line N

E

|

| G

Low to right
Low to right

Hi;zh to left

SL high centra]

.High to right

Central to right

Low centra]
Central to left

Central to left
Low centra]
Ext. high to left
High to left
High to left

High to right

Central to Jeft

SL. high centra]

PENNY BLACK

G
High to left
High to left

Very high Centra}

Low to left

Central to right |

Central

Very high to left

Central to right
Low to left

High to left
High centra]
oW to left

H

Sl. low, SI. to

left 4

SIL. low, SI. to
left

Central to right

SL low central Ny

Sl high, SI. to
right

SL high to right

Low central N

SL. high central
Central to left
High to right
Very high central
High to right i

AA—TL

Gl

a ol . ] =

: ] op of I double _ :
-y jij 7 i:%l«(; I double with foot
BF. 10, 7. S

: e
fective on the righ g i
N d[]t’?t Very small dot just above lef
o RE. y SI
: e 7 NW sq. 2
lower ray N R A
Bu;tum line G sq. C:\tMmL;'\. E(})n:-ioht
tom line extends shg]x_t y to rig <A
F))(']'ttiﬁct dot below G. Faint dot to rig
Dis

-4 Bottom line e.\:tengis slightly to

2 side li NE very thin
ig Side line NE sq. very th £
Q}T'lblpt.\'er\' faint vert. guide line NE

close). Tall I

ng .”[Lipz-‘tl'f[ Eeft line strengthened.
ek, 1,1 sq.
R SE corner re-cut

b

Nil i,

OF. 1. Nil

Ok 2. Nil

gf. 10, 5. Scratch on right of lower
Rfl-’nalr(‘;;”; Very faint scratches on

rer and right margins g ¢
I elf(';“sille very ragged but e_\tep ds Eg]no(;\s
}iiqht side of J sq. 're-cTut and ex
below. Scratches in BEQq o
Small dot touching right side o S

i ine NE s lose)
. 2. Vert. guide line NE sq. (c
8{ 2. istrtercj slightly double on top
and square footed

b

No RF. Nil

Nil

OF. 1.” Nil

)F. 2. Nil “ =

Srei‘::. 7, NE sq. Letter ] with square
foot. Nil

G
Very low central
Very low central

High to left
Central
High to right
High to left
High to left

High central

High, SL to
right

Central to right

Ext. high, SI. to
left

Central to right

G
Sl high central

Sl. high central

Low to right
Low to left

Very high to left

High to left
Central to left

High to left
High to left
High to left
High to left
High to left
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|
Low central
Low central

Central, Sl. to left

Central to left

Low to left }

Very low, Sl. to
left

Central, Sl. to left

Central to right

Central to right

Sl low to lf?ft
Sl low to right

Low central

J
High, SI. to left

High, Sl. to left

High, Sl. to left
Cegtral to left

SL, low, Sl to
left

Ext. low to left

High central

High, Sl to left
Central

High, Sl. to left
Ext. high central

Ext. high to right
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GK

AA—TL

HA

'I-'l't Central ?o right
£ . Low to le %

a G K a—,.[: 10, 5. Letter H dm_lbl-; or : D;—Jtt‘zlrll

IA| RF. 10: 5. Nl Central to left High to left IA| B H '[)ouhlc bottom line or ? scre

IB| RF. 109, 7. Re-entry Nw 9., value and | Low central Central to rig Along margin

K sq. Position of each letter altered = 10,

2 No RF. Vért stroke of K

S Low to left Central to lght
) to le
ecti Jot b lo <

also faint
RF. 10, 7. Much the same but also fain
Low to left B <F. 10

Low centra]

scratches on jeft (Iin:[lrgti'n‘ Dot below | Central toright /1 | Central
j t» BE. Tob of H defective. ’e g 4 ]
4 Left foot of K defective. Sijde line NE Central to right Central to rj | o ]‘~F S ?all dot in A sq. and below
s g right s an high to Central
Sq. wea SE corner ft line | Ext. hi f s
5 Right side very weak. Top line NW 8q. | Central Low to left 3 Lj{ércuH slightly double.( ? Left line right P
very thin extends below - . High to right 5
6 Faint scratches on right of lower margin High to left Central, well B(:t\;ii; line extends sllghtlly Ct:) rl?)lzjtt o Hi;h o leT’t Low central
¥ y . J close).
A ooy Right line ? guide line ¢ High, ' SL ..+ ¢ Iteftl g s hrxles(? 0 g ok s ibht High to right
s 2. ’g X- ehy s ) entra, SE corner A sq. » i 0 Tig
co0ds below. ? Left line extends helor. right P guide line through E of One and | Hig X
8 OF: 2. "Eett Iine extends slightly bf_}low High to left Cen;ral, well 6 > Pof Penny O of One closer to line | Ext. high to left | Centr
: left s duetter Ol ) tral
9 OI«;. 2. I;aln)t vert. guide line NE Sq. | Very low central | Centra] 7 O}than other let;ers Ofb\f:lueFaint vert. | Very high to left | Sl. low centr:
very close ! E. 2. Letter ouble. i Goil
Il I'RE. % NE sq. Top line NE S8q. broken | Centra] Low central B guide line NE sq. (very %Osi)d A sgs. | Central Tigh venv
or weak. SE corner re-cut 9 | OF. 2. Vert. guide line NE a
b

Hor. guide line through H sq. and O

14 dou ert. g OW rig. 7
FO 2 Letter H ble Vert £ uide Sl hlgh to l'lght I to h

e (Clloz(t:)ter H defective on | Low central
4 Rf’fi' Néi);.qguide line H sq. and OS(;Ef
(gné. ‘Top line NE sq. weak.
corner re-cut

C state 2

3 | Nil High to left
10 | oF. 2. Vert. guide line NE sq. i

Central to left
igh centra]

Central to right

High to right

GL
a

Not seen in black. Red stamp shows
letters fainter

« HB
G H 9 t
IA| RF. 10, 5. Right line extends below High central a H | Low to left St dow,, oh, fo
IB| RF. 19, 7 Re-entry NW and letter S@s. | High central RF. 10, 5. Re-entry both upper sgs., 1 right e
Also value (slight) : ﬁ'os.tage, value and lower margin DL SL low, .
No RF. Dot touching right Jine L sq. | Central SL. high to left qu'jo 7. Same re-entries but not so right
about the middle ettt
Blurred line on margin below NNY of High to left
Penny

Dots in"G Sq. and ? L sq,

Dot below B sq. Faint hor. line above

High, ext. far to

Central to left

isht .
NW sq. nghg ext. far to | Central to right
High to left Central B Top of 1 slightly double left
OF. ?1 or 2. Dot touching bottom line High centra] SL. low, SI. P
L sq. left i
OF. 2. ‘Dot below L sq. near SE corner

i Central
OF. 1. Faint scratches on top and lower | High to left

—Ow N o BN

High to left SL high to left
ery low to left Quite low central

Central, ext, far High to right
right

OF. 2. Vert, guide line NE Sq. (wide)
RF. 7, NE S9. Foot of L short on left,

margins
SE corner re-cut

7 1. high to right
9 JF. 2. Letter H slightly double on the | Ext. low central | Sl hig
4. € shightly d ! !
OFr.ight. Traces of hor. glildedlltl)leel O\‘ixlue Bt rightl
5 ide li exten ] 4
? Jqﬁ { \]"3L?t5}c} Sld\?elrlgez'uide line NE sq. | Quite low centra
eF; 7 ;

Low central
Very high, well to

b

right
Tap line NE sq. weak at left cornteﬁ
2 < e-cu
3 | Nil High to Jeft Central B e S e g ight
S | Left side weak High central SI.1 fJtow, S 18 b Central to right 777 gqua}i‘igblll' ,Eg ﬁght
e . ; ui
% 7 Nil . Jery low to left /1 >

9 | OF. 2. Nil Celrégal, ext. far | Central % I;gt{f)il ligés of letter sgs. thin ?{?31 Sty Central

| 6 s icht 7 s
At Verrl)% hig{l to left | Central to right
C state 2 B oF. 2. Wi
6 Corners re-cut, contents fainter
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GUIDE LINES TO THE

HC
a
RF. 10, 5. Left side weak
RF. 10, 7. Left side stronger

No RF. Bottom line extends to right
Faint scratches on left margin
Bottom line extends slightly to right

Vert. guide line NE sq. (wide)
Vert. guide line NE and C sgs. (closer)

QF. 2. Next., . guide ‘line
Scratches on left margin
OF. 2. Hor. guide line through H sq.
OF. 2. Letter H defective at top on
right. Faint vert. guide line NE sq.
RF. 7, NE sq. Hor. guide line through

NE' sgc

value. SE corner re-cut
b
OF. 1 or 2. Nil
HD
a
RF. 10, 5. Re-entry upper and D sgs.
value and below. Also Postage
(slightly)
RF. 10, 7. Same re-entries. Left side
stronger

No RF. Dot below SE corner D sq.

Top left corner NE sq. weak

Right line extends below

Scratches on right margin.
line NE sq. (close)

OF. 1. Scratches on lower margin

OF. 2. Vert. guide line NE sq. (wide)

? Vert. guide

RF. 7, NE sq. Hor. guide line through

value. SE corner re-cut
b
Nil
OF. 2. Nil
OF: 2. Dl

PENNY BLACK

H
Low to left
Low to left
Central to right
Low to right
Very low to right

High, ext. far to
left
Central,
right
High, Sl. to left

well to

Sl. low central
High to right

Low to left

High to left

H
Low to left

Low to left

Low to right

Central to right /1
Ext. low to right
High, well to left

Central to left

High 7Sl 1o
right

Central to right

High to right /1

High, Sl. to left
Central

C
Central to left
Central to left
Very low to left®
High to left =S
Central, 91§

left
Low to left

Very low to left "
Low to left

High to left

Very high, Sl t
left

Central to left

SL. high, well
left

High central

High central

Central to right
Central to right
Central .
High, Sl to righ

Central
Very high to ©

Central to right

SL_high, Sl to8
right :
Central to left =

1A
1B

EV- IR - - B R T I

w >

0 0o v B ——

AA—TL
HE
a
RF. 10, 5. Nil
RF. 10, 7. Trace of 10 o’clock ray
No RF. Foot of E faint. Dot below SE

corner of E sq.

Dot above H and E, also on Y of Penny.
Dots on margin below PE

Letter H double. Scrat(ches on lower
margin

Small mark below H sq.
left side very weak

OF. 2. Bottom line extends slightly to
right

OF. 2. Vert. guide line NE sq. and E
sq. (close). Hor. guide line H sq. and
value (close)

RF. 7, NE sq. SE corner re-cut

b
Nil
OF, 1 or 2.

: Upper half of

Nil
OF. 2. Side line NE sq. weak

C state 2
“O” flaw not present

HF

a
RF. 10, 5. Nil
RF. 10, 7. Trace of 10 o’clock ray

Bottom line extends well to right. Dot
on right of H
Dot on margin below second N of Penny

OF. 2. Bottom line extends to right

OF. 2. Right line extends slightly
below. ? Faint scratches top of right
margin

RF. 7, NE sq. Top.line NE sq. weak
and broken at left corner. SE corner
re-cut

b

No RF. Nil

Nil

Bottom line may extend to left but this
is not constant

OF. 1. Faint scratches on right margin
OF. 2. Vert. guide line on left of NW
sq.

H
Central to left

Central to left

Central to right

High to right

High, ext. far to
left

Central 7

High central

Low central

Low, Sl. to right

Central toright /1

Quite high
central

Central

H
Low to left
Low to left
Very low to right

High, ext. far to
left

High, Sl. to right
High to left

Low to right

High to right

Very low to right
Central to right

Ext. high to left
Central to right
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E
Low, Sl. to right
|

Low, Sl to right

Very high to right

Central to left

Very high, Sl. to
left

Central

Central

Low to left

High central

High to right
Central

Low central

F
Central to left
Central to left
Central

Very high to right
Central

Low to left

High to left

Central. 5l " to
left

Very low central

Low to left

Central
Sl. high central
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HG
a
RF. 10, 5. Scratch or line on lower
margin below Penny and G sq.
RF. 10, 7. Left line stronger

Small faint mark on Y of Penny

Vert. guide line NE sq. Scratches on
lower margin

OF. 2. Nert. guide line NE 5q.

RF. 7, NE sq. Hor. guide line through
E of Penny. SE corner re-cut. Top
line NE sq. weak at left corner

b

No RF. Nil
Nil

Right line extends very slightly below
OF. 1. Nil
OF. 2. Nil

OF. 2. Faint vert. guide line NE sq.
(very close)

HH

a

RF. 10, 5. Nil

RF. 10, 7. Faint mark above left up-
right of second H

Mark on foot of Y of Penny

Bottom line extends slightly to right.
Faint mark above corner of NE sq.

Hor. line or scratch on margin below
first H sq. and value

Faint vert. and hor. guide line NE sq.
Very small dot SE corner second H sq.

OF. 2. Vert. guide line NE sq.

OF. 2. Hor. guide line first H sq.

RF. 7, NE sq. Hor. guide line first H
sq. and N of ONE. Left foot of second
H defective. SE corner re-cut

b

No RF. Nil
QF. 1.° Nil
OFE. 2. Nil

PENNY BLACK

H
Low to left

Low to left

Central to right 7

Central, SL ‘Yo
left A

Quite high to left

Low to left

Central /1
Central to right

High to right

High to left

Very high to
right

Central to right

H
Low to left
Low to left

High to right
Central to right

Central
Central to right
High central

Central
High central

Low to right
High central
Central to right

G
High to left

High to left
Low to left
High, well to lefg

Quite high, well #
left
High to left

Central, . /SH
left
Central,
left
High central

well

SL. high to left
Central to left

Low central

H
Low to left
Low to left

High, Sl to right
High central

High to left A : :
Central to right =
High central /A

High central
High to left

el ownN

High to right
High, Sl. to righ
Very low cen

AA—TL

HI

a
RF. 10, 5. Nil
RF. 10, 7. Top and side lines NE sq.

weak

Crossbar of H slightly double. Scratch
on margin below NY of Penny

Very small dot below H. Side line NE
sq. very weak

OF. 2. Vert. guide line NE sq.
RF. 7, NE sq. Hor. guide line from H
to I sqs. Lower half of left line

strengthened. SE corner re-cut

b

No RF. - Nil

Nil

Top line NE sq. weak
OF-T Nil

OF. 2. Nil
OF. 2. Fall1: " Nil

H)J

a

RF. 10, 5. Nil

RF. 10, 7. Right line thinner than on
Plate 1A. Scratches on top margin

Thin line up from NE corner. ? Guide
line. ? Extension

Bottom line extends very slightly to
right. Both sides irregular. Side line
NE sq. weak

Dots in H sq. ? Faint vert. guide line
H sq. (very close)

OF. 1. Bottom line extends well to left

RF. 7, NE s¢q. Top and side lines NE
sq. weak. SE corner re-cut foot
of sq.

b

No RF. Nil |

Nil

OF. 2. - ‘bl

OF. 2. Side line NE sq. weak. Foot of

J slightly square
OF. 2. Foot of J square. Nil

H
Low to left
Low to left

High central /1

Ext.
right

High to left

Central

high to

Sl. low central /1
Low to right
High to right
High central
Very low to left
Central to right

H
Sl. low to left
Sl low to left

Very low to right

Central,  Sl." to
left A

High central

Very high central
Very low to left

Sl low to left
Central to right
High central
Central to left 71

Very low to right

149

|
Low central
Low central

Ext. low, well to
left
Sl. low to left

High, Sl. to right
Central to right

Central
Central to left
Central to left
Low, Sl to left
Low, Sl to left
Low to right

J
Central, Sl. to left
Central, Sl. to left

Quite high central

High central

High to left

Central
Very high central

High central

High to left

Central, Sl. to
left

Very high to left

Central to left
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GUIDE LINES TO THE PENNY BLACK

HK

| a
RF. 10, 5. Nil
RF. 10, 7. Re-entry upper sqs. and

value. Vert. guide line left of H. Two
or three dots to left of K
Slight weakness at SW corner of H sq.

Bottom line extends well to right. Left
line extends very slightly below

Hor. guide line through value

OF. 1. Right line extends well above

OF. 2. Right line extends above.
Scratches along right margin

OF. 2. Vert. guide line NE and K sgs.
Hor. guide line value and K sq.

RF. 7, NE sq. SE corner re-cut

b

No RF. Trace of hor. guideline belowHsq.

Tiny dot opposite foot of K. Left
side very weak

OF. 2. Nil

HL

| a

1

RF. 10, 7. Small dot below SE corner L sq.

RF. 10, 7. H sq. re-cut leaving gap at
SW corner. Same dot (fainter). PEN
of Penny very close to bottom line.
Bottom line H sq. slopes up to right

No RF. Re-entry upper sgs., H sq. and
value.- Loop at top of H on the right.
Dot below right upright of H. ? Dot
below SE corner

Faint vert. guide line L sq.

Dotin each letter sq. above HandbelowL

OF. 1. Faint scratches on lower and
right margins

OF. 2. Two marks or dots on margin
just above H sq. Tiny dot in SE
corner L sq.

OF. 2. Vert. guide line NE sq. (very
close)

RF. 7, NE sq. Top and side lines NE
sq. weak. SE corner re-cut

b

Nil

Nil

OF. 2. Nil

C state 2
Both sides, especially the right stronger
OF. 2. The marks on the left margin

H
Low to left
Low to left

Quite high
central 7
Low central
High central
High to right
High, Sl to left
Central to left /1
High to right
Central
High to right

Central, "S- to

right

H
Low to left
Low to left

Low central 71

Ext. low to right
Central
High to right

Central

Quite high to
right
Central

Very high,
to right

Sl. high, Sl to
left

Low, ext. far to
left

well

are very faint

K
Low, well to left

Low, well to left

High to left
Central, SI. to!
right

Low to left
Central
Central to left
Low to left
Central to right
Central

Central well to lef; t

High, S. to right

L
High central
High central

Very high to left

Low central
Central
Central to left
SL high to left
Very low, well to;

right
Very high to right

Central
Central to left

High, SL to left®

—_—~w

AA—TL

1A

a

RF. 10, 5. Small dot SE corner A sq.
Dot just outside SW corner I sq.
Letter A may be blurred

RF 7 i s faint).
RF. 10, 7. Same dot in A sq. (faint).
Vert. line or scratch in NE sq. SW
corner 1 sq. weak. Letter A not

lurred ‘

A\'obRF. Vert. guide line NE sq. Dot in
A sq. near SE corner

Left line extends below.
dots to right of A '

Vert. guide line NE sq. Minute dots
left of I and right of A. Top line NW
sq. very weak

Dot on vert. stroke of P of Postage

OF. 2. Bottom line extends slightly to
right. ? Vert. guide line NE sq.

OF. 2. Hor. guide line I sq. Small dot

top right of I

or?.nz. pRigght line extends very slightly

below. Tall I

b
Right line extends below
No OF. Nil

RE. 7, NE sq. . Tall'L.

'9\\'0 or three

Nil

a

RE. 10, 5: ' Nil

RF. 10, 7. Marks of re-entry upper sgs.
P of Postage and O of One g

No RF. Vert. guide line NE sq. Short
vert. stroke upwards from top of I

Dot on left of B and two dots on the
right. Side line NE sq. very weak

Vert. guide line NE sq. (wide). Top line
NW sq. and side line NE sq. weak

Vert. and hor. guide lines NE sq. Faint
dot SE corner I sq.

No OF. Vert. guide line NE sq. Dot
below and touching bottom line B sq.

OF. 2. Faint vert. guide line NE sq.
RF. 7, NE sq. Top line NE sq. weak.
Tall I

b

Nil X
OF. 2. Faint vert. guide line NW sq.
OF. 2 -all-1: Nil

|
Low to right

Low to right

Central

Low central
Very low central
Central to left
Central

Central

High to right

Central to left
Central
Low central

Low central
Low central

Very low central

Very low to left

Central

Central

Central,. Sl. to
left

Central
High to right

Central

High, :Sl. to
right

Very low central

A
Central, Sl. . to
right

Central, Sl. to
right

Sl. low to right
Sl. high central

Very low central

Central
Sl. high central

Central, Sl. to
right
High to right

Central, Sl. to left
Central
High to right

Sl. low to right
Sl low to right

Central to right

Sk - high;: Sl."'to
left
SI. low to left

Central, Sl to
right
Central to right

Central ]
Quite high to right

High to right

SL. low, Sl ‘to
right

Sl low; Sl.. to
right
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GUIDE LINES TO THE

IC

a

RE. 10,56. Nil

RF. 10, 7. Tiny dot just below top left
serif of I. Vert. line or scratch in NE
sq. Bottom line C sq. thin

No RF. Vert. guide line NE sq. and
extending slightly above top line

Faint hor. guide line C sq. Right line
extends very slightly below

Dots in both letter sqs. Top line NE sq.
very weak

No OF. Vert. guide line on left of NW
sq. ? Very faint vert. guide line NE

sq.
RF. 7, NE sq. Bottom line extends to
right. SE corner re-cut. Tall I

b

Nil

Faint vert. guide line left of C. Top line
NE sq. weak. :

OF. 2. Nil

OF. 2, “Nil

OF. 2. Fall L. iNil

ID

a
RE.10,95. :Nil

RE- 10,7,
and value

No RF. Mark or dot on right side of O
of ONE

Right line extends below. Several small
dots in letter sqgs.

Foot of I defective on right. Right line
extends below

Re-entry both upper sgs.

OF. 2. Vert. guide line in NW sq. on the
teft.! all:]

RF. 7, NE sq. Top and side lines NE
sq. weak. Tall I.- Hor. guide line
value. Bottom line extends to right

b

Nil

Nil

No OF. Nil

OF. 2. Scratches on top part of right
margin

OF. 2. Vert. guide line on right of I sg.
Hor. guide line value

PENNY BLACK

I
Low, Sl. to right
Low, Sl. to right

High, Sl. to
right

Central to right

Sl low to right

Central, Sl. to
left

Sl. low to right

Sl. low central
Low central
Sl. high central

Central
Low to right

i
Very low to right

Very low to right
Central

SL low to left
Low central
Ext. low central

Central to right

Central to left
Ext. low to left
Central to left
Low, Sl. to right

High to right

€
Central, Sl. to lef
Central, Sl. to I

High to left
Central to left
Very low to left

Central, well b
left 9

Central to left il

Central, well
left

Central to left

Central

High to left

Very high, SL
left

D
Very high, SL
left :
Very high, SL
left
Central to right

Central to right
1

High to right

Very high to ri

Very high to ri

High to right
Sl low central
Sl low to right =
Central, SIS

right j
High central

O 00 W N~

AA—TL
I1E
a
RFE. 10, 5. Nil
RF. 10, 7. Hor. line lower part of NE

sq. Scratch on top margin above
Postage :

No RF. Bottom line extends to right

I sq. re-cut above and below, showing
top line double

E of Penny practically touches bottom
line

No OF. Bottom' line extends very
slightly to right

RF.7, NE sq. Bottom line extends
slightly to right. Dot touching side
line I sq. just above SW corner. Top
line NW sq. broken at left corner. SE
corner recut. Tall I

b

Small mark or marks on left line of E sq.

Trace of vert. guide line NE sq. Left
side weak

OF. 2. Faint vert. guide line NE sq.
Diagonal blur in E sq.

oF ‘2. Nil .
OF. 2. Side line NE sq. weak. Tall I
IF
a -
RF. 10,5 Nil
RF. 10, 7. Vert. and hor. lines lower
part NE sq.

Top line NE sq. very weak on left

Top line NW sq. weak on right

Both side lines very weak, especially
towards the top

OF. 1. Bottom line extends to right -

OF. 2. Faint scratches in NWsq. TallI
RF. 7, NE sq. Hor. guide line through
letter sqs. and value. SE corner
re-cut. Side line NE sq. weak. Tall I

b

No OF. Letter I very slightly double at

top
Nil
OF. 72" Nil
OF: 2. ‘Nil

|
Low central
Low central

Low to left
Low central

Very low, Sl to
right
Central

Central to right

Very low to left

Central, Sl.- to
left
High central

Low central
High to right

1
Low central
Low central

Sl. low central
Central to right
Sl. high to left
Central to left

Low to left
High to right

Central to right

High to left
Central
Very low central

153

E
Low to right
Low to right

Low to left

Quite high to right

Sl high; Sl to
right

High to left

High to right

Very high, Sl to
left

"Ext. low central

Central, Sl. left

S1. high central
Low central

F

High to left
High to left

Central
Sl. low central
Low to left

*Sl thigh, 'SL " to
left

Central

High, Sl. to right

SLhagh, Slocto
left

Low to left

Sl. High central

Very* high, Sl to
left
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GUIDE LINES TO THE
IG
a :
RF. 10, 5. Top half of left side weak
RF. 10, 7. Hor. guide line G sq. Left
side stronger
Scratches towards top of right margin
Blur in NW sq. Left side very weak.
? Hor. guide line I sq.
Side line NE sq. very weak
OF. 2. Line along right margin close to
frame line. ? Double line
OF. 2. Right line extends slightly
below. Top line NW sq. weak. Tall I
RF. 7, NE sq. SE corner re-cut. Tall I
b
No RF. Nil
Nil
OF. 1. Nil
OF. 2. Nil
IH
a
RE. 10, 5. Left side weak
RF. 10, 7. Lower half of side line NE

sq. missing. Left side stronger

Hor. guide Ithe H sq.

Top line NE sq. very weak

Dot in lower half of H

OF. 1. Left upright of H weak

OF. 2. Scratches on right margin

RF. 7, NE sq. Hor. guide line letter
sgs. and value. SE corner re-cut. Tail
I

b

No RF. Nil

Nil
OF. 2. Blur on top of left margin
OF. 2. Tall 1. Squat H. Nil

PENNY BLACK

1
Low to right
Low to right

Central
Low central

Central
Low to right

Low, Sl. to left

Low central

Low central
Ext. low to left

Central
Low to right

H
Very low central

Very low central

Central
Low central
Central
Central
Low to left
High to left

Low, Sl. to left
Low central
High central
Low central

_Very low to right

G
High to left
High to left

High central
High, Sl. to leff

High to left

High central ‘7_
Sl. high central : .

High to left
Central, Sl s
left 3
High to left
Central to left

H y

SL. low, Sl toms

left
Sl. low, ‘SIS

left

High, Sl. to leftis
High, Sl to left
High, Sl to left =
High, well to left
High to left
Low central

Ext. high central
Central to left /A =
High, well to right

Swo~Nw N

0 A wWwN

AA—TL
I
a .
RF. 10, 5. Nil :
RF. 10, 7. Faint marks of re-entry NE

sq. and P and G of Postage. Right
side weak towards top

Left line extends below

Faint scratches on lower margin below
One

Tiny dot in NE corner of second I sq.

OF. 2. Mark or scratch on margin to
right of NE sq. ;

RF. 7, NE sq. Hor. guide line letter
sgs. and value. Side line NE sq. weak.
SE corner re-cut. Both I's tall

b

No RF. Nil

Nil
OF. ? 1. Faint scratches on top margin
OF. 2. Nil
OF. 2. Both I's tall. Nil

J)
a

RF. 10, 5. Left side weak

RF. 10, 7. Left side stronger

Faint scratches on lower margin.
guide line I sq. (close)

Dot near top of NE sq. Tiny dots below
I and to right of ]

No OF. Right line
below

OF. 2. Small faint mark to right of J.
Foot of ] square. Tall I.

RF. 7, NE-sq. SE corner re-cut.
of J square. Tall I

b

No RF." Nil

Nil

Dot at top right of I sq.
OF, 2. "Nl

? Hor.

extends slightly

Foot

OF. 2. Bottom line extends very

slightly to right

1
Low central
Low central
Ext. low to left
Very low to right

Sl. low central
High to right

Ext. low central

High central

High central
Central
Sl. low to left

Quite high to
right

1
Low central
Low central
Low central
Central
Sl high to left
Sl low to right

Sl low to right

Central

Low central
Low to left
Central to right

Ext. low to left

i
Low to right
Low to right

Central, : 8L, ' to
left
Very high to left

Sl. low central
Central

Ext. high to right

Sl dJows Sl ko
left

High to right /1

Sl. low central

Low, Sl. to left

Low to left

J
High central
High central
Very high central

High central
Ext. low to left
Ext. low central

High central

Sl. low central

High, Sl to left

High to left

Very high, Sl. to
left

Ext. low to left
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JA

2 a J
a3 1A RF. 10, 5. Letter A blurred and blind Low to left
B RE. 10, 7. Mark of re-entry through | Low to left
centre of NE sq. A not blurred
g | No RE. Bottom line A sq. and ? J sq. | Quite high
double and extends to left central
4 | Traces of hor. guide value. Dot in right | High central
E segment of NW sq.
" 5 | Dot on margin below Y of Penny. Central to left
6
0

156 GUIDE LINES TO THE PENNY BLACK

IK

a ' I K
IA| RF. 10, 5. Nll ) i Low central
| RF. 10, 7. Side line NE sq. practically | Low central

absent

A

Low to right
Low to right
5 Bottom line extends to left Low to left Central s e iollects oo
6 Fall)nt line on margin below E and P of | Sl High, Sl. to Low, Sl to left

enny left i
2 OF. 2. Vert. guide line NE sq. and ? K | Low central
sq. Scratches top margin
11 RF. 7, NE sq. Hor. guide line NNY of | Central to right Central
Penny. SE corner re-cut. Side line
NE sq. weak

Very low to right

Low central
; Low to right

Scratches on lower margin
Vert. guide line NE sq. Dot to right J. | SL low to left
OF. 2. Trace of hor/guide line value, | High to right

Foot of ] square
|l | RF. 7, NE sq. Bottom line extends to | Ext. high to

Central to right
Very high central

b

High central

and positions changed

No RF. Dot to right of L. Small faint
dot under SE corner of L sq. Mark on
right side of O of One

Small dot in SE corner of L sq. Top serif
I slopes down

Small dot below SE corner L sq. Top
line NE sq. weak on left S

S high, S to
right

Low to right

Low central

High central

High to left

Central to rig

Central

No RF. Bottom line double and extends
well to left.
Several dots on lower margin

| Right line extends slightly below. Left

side very weak. Side line NE sq.
broken below

RF. 7, NE sq. SE corner re-cut. Foot
of ] square

High central
Central to left
Ext. low central

Ext. high to
right

2 | No RF. Letter K may be slightly fain 1. hi right. Top and side lines NE sq. weak. right
3 Ve;ry faint vert. guide l}Ixm thrgugﬁ’valu; IS-Iig}Illlgt}; f‘?gifgt gzggﬁ to le Sé cornefre—cut. Hoot. of ] nquare
4 | Nil SL low central Central, ext. ~
7 OF : 1 S tch t : to rlght b : ) 3
; 4. Scratches top margin. Vert. | Central, Sl to [ Central 3 | Faint hor. guide line A sq. Ext. high central | Central
line upper part of right margin : left iy P E7 OF. 1. "Nil Central Central
.8 85- 3 SNcliatches 0;1 B .| Central to right | Central to leff 8 | OF. 2. Nil | High central Central, SL. to left
’I-‘ali 1 on. dagin, 1 High to right Very low to 9 | OF. 2. Foot of ] slightly square. Nil Celrg;;al, Sk to High central
C state 2 §
Not seen in black. Red stamps show
letters fainter
\
IL B
2 ; L a J B
RF. 10, 5. Nil o cuntt : 4 . :
RF. 10, 7. Slight marks re-entry top ng Ct?)n;;%}: géilirc:lntral ' b i Ceﬁ;ﬁ’ -l
ifls" g, &t valug, Twwe dot b0k RF. 10, 7. Hor. lines in NE sq. ? Re- | Central Central, Sl ' to
sq. Both letters re-cut, enlarged entr}'r right

Very high to right

Sl. high central

Sl. high, SL to
right

Central to right

Very small dots in L sq. Small faint dot | Central
outside NE corner b
RF. 7, NE sq. SE corner re-cut. Tall I | Central i 1
entral to right Central to rigl Nil High central Central to right
b Nil Central Low central
b =1 Nl y A OF. 1. Very faint scratch on right | High, SL to left | Central to right
7 | oF 1. Nu Low to left SL. high to left margin
8 | OF 2 Nil s Central to left = OF. 2. Nil High to right Central
9 | oF. 2. Nil gl‘(’;h lc e e gigg to lef;l ) OF. 2. Foot of-J slightly square. Nil Low to left High central
. & Y xt. low centra igh central OF. 2. Foot of e. Nil Very high, Sl. to Ext. low to right
10 OF.%2. - Tall I, " Nil Central Low central o B e : rightg :
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.OF. 2. Small mark left side NW sq.

GUIDE LINES TO TH

JC
a
HE. 105, Nil
8| RF. 10, 7. Slight marks of re-entry
NW and C sgs. Both letters re-cut,
slightly  enlarged and positions
changed
No RF.

Small dot SE corner C sq.

Bottom line J sq. double and extends
to left

and bottom margins
RF. 7, NE sq. SE corner re-cut. Foot
of J square

‘b

Faint hor. guide line both letter sgs.
Nil

Nil
No OF. Nil
OF. 2. Nil

OF. 2. Foot of J slightly square. Nil
OF. 2. Foot of | square

JD

a

RF. 10, 5. Nil

RF. 10, 7. Faint vert. guide line NE sq.
and D sq. Slight marks upper sqgs. and
Postage

No RF. Top curve of D weak. E of
Penny practically touches bottom line

Hor. guide line value. Bottom line
extends very slightly to right

Dots on Y of Penny and above D and T
of Postage. Scratch above NE sq.

OF. 2. Vert. guide line NE sq: - Hor.
guide line value. Foot of ] slightly
square

RF. 7, NE Sq. Hor. guide line from O
to Y of One Penny. Side line NE sq.
weak. Foot of ] square, SE corner
deeply re-cut

b

Nil

Nil
No OF. Nil

oNOo

Dot in left segment NW sq. Dots on top.

E PENNY BLACK

High central
Central

Ext. high central

Central

Very high to
right

High to left
Very low to left
High to left
High to left
High to right
Ext. high central
High to right

J
Very high central
Very high central

Central to right

Very high to
right
Central to left

High Sl. to left
Central

Very high to
right

Ext. low, well to
left

High to left

High central

OF. 2. Foot of J square. Nil

Low central

C
Low to left

Ext. high to
Very low to leff
High central
Central to left
High central
Very high to left
Central v

D
High central

High central
High to left
Central

Central to right
High central
High central

Low to ri'ght

High to right

High to right
Ext. low to r
High to left

i

© Now

AA—TL
JE
8 \IA'I
T 5. N1
gI}; ;g ? Hor. guide line through J

trong) and E sq. (weak). Trace
(S)cfl.re(?e;(;r}%)NE sq. Scratches in letter

’\'5 (}gF . Right line extends below

i to
ight line extends below. Two dots
ergight of J. Side line NE sq. weak
Scratch on margin outside NW sq.

OF. 2. Vert. guide lge NE sq. (close)

d

. 7.°NE sq.  Letter  J double an

Riquare foo%ed. SE corner re-cut. Side
line NE sq. weak

b

Nil

Nil

No OF. Nil

hor. guide line
Foot of J slightly

OF. 2 draces . of
through value.
square ) j

OF.q,?. Foot of ] square. Nil

JF
a
RFE; 10,6, =Nil i
RF. 10, 7. Hor. guide line through J

sq. (strong) and F sq. (weak).
Scratches in ] sq.

No RF. Small mark at bottom of NW
sq. ? Re-entry

Faint hor. guide line through J sq.

Dot touching bottom line F sq. at SE
corner

Left side of J sq. blurred

Dot well below SE corner of F sq.

OF. 2. Bottom line extends slightly to
right y 4

OF. 2. Letter J with square foot an
small mark on its right

RF. 7, NE sq. SE corner re-cut. Foot
of J square

b

No OF. Nil
OF. 2. Vert. guide line F sq. (close).

Foot of J slightly square

Very high central
Very high central

Quite high
central
Very high central

Ext. low, Sl to
left

Quite
right

Very high to
right= 7"

high to

Low to left
High central
High, Sl. to right

Central

Sl. low central

)
Central to right
Central to right
High central

High, SL to left
High to left

Very high central
Central to left
Central to left

Central

Ext. high to
right

High central

High central

Low to right
Low to right

Central, Sl. to
left

Sl. low, ext. far
to left

Low, Sl to left

High to left

Central to right

Very high to right

High, SL. to left

Sl. high, Sl to
left

Central

SI. 'low, Sl to
left

F
Central

Central
High central

Low central
Sl. low to left

Central
Central to left
Central

High to left

| Ext. high to right

Sl low, Sl to
left
High central
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These extended lines can be of great help in plating not only because

of the number of stamps, some 250 or more on which they are present but

also because in the majority of cases they are so obvious as to be easily
recognized. That these ragged and weak side lines and corners were repaired,

probably by means of re-entry and re-cutting, is proved by many stamps

from the second state of the plates, as on these the corresponding lines have

become sharp and clear. Many of the corners were re-cut, in particular the

north-east and to a lesser degree the south-east. This is obvious where the
stars and letters are fainter than in the first state.

Dots and Spots

Small dots are to be found on stamps from all eleven plates. Several
of these known as Guide Dots can often be seen outside the lower right (SE)
corner squares, having been originally used as spacing marks for inserting
the Guide Lines. Spots, as distinct from these Guide Dots, can also often be
seen in or outside the squares and on the margins, and especially so on

Plates 4 and 6 where they are so numerous that these two plates have been

referred to as the “Spotty Plates.” It has been suggested that these spots

were probably caused by the plates becoming pitted with small shallow holes

~ which showed as spots on the prints and that this pitting was due to rust
through the plates not being kept in a thoroughly dry place before being
brought into use.

Plate Dot
This is a tiny dot which can be seen on the left margin of a great many

stamps from several of the plates, situated opposite the mouth of the

“Portrait of the Queen.” It perhaps occurs most frequently on Plates 1A
and 3 but is by no means present on all these stamps and should not be
considered as characteristic of any plate.

Marks
In addition to the Guide Lines and Dots other marks of an indefinite

but accidental nature are seen on many stamps and may take the form of

scratches, blurs, lines or cuts, many of which are constant.

Colour of Maltese Cross

When the stamps were first issued in June 1840, red ink was used for
the so-called Maltese Cross obliteration, but this was changed to black in
February 1841 when the colour of the stamp was changed from black to
red. For this reason stamps with the red Maltese Cross are more likely to
have come from one of the early plates, and it is a fact that stamps from the

later plates, especially 10 and 11, with a red cross are very scarce. The black

cross, however, was used experimentally in London or struck in error from
as early as August 1840.

INTRODUCTION i b

The Significance of Date

Any definite date on a cover or piece may help in deciding to some
extent which plate a stamp has come from or at any rate the plates from
which it can NOT have come.

Plates 1 and 2 were issued together on May 6th 1840 and the earliest
known date for a stamp from Plate 3 to, have been used was May 18th;
therefore a cover or piece with any date from May 6th to May 17th should
carry a stamp from Plate 1 or 2.

"The earliest known date for Plate 4 stamps was May 23rd, therefore
any date before this indicates that the stamp can have come from Plates 1,
2 or 3.

On these lines the following table may be of some slight use in plating.
Dates before May 18th, 1840. Plates 1 or 2.

& ,, May 23rd, 1840. i tols:
5 ,, June 16th, 1840. e itoigh
4 ,, June 29th, 1840. sseclrton,
- ,, July 8th, 1840. s o
% ., September 5th, 1840. e b
- ., November 18th, 1840. DR IE
o ,, January 2nd, 1841. P by 1A

Februafy 4th, 1841. = A St o0

Plate 11 was first used for an emergency printing of the stamps in black
on the 1st of February, 1841, and the earliest date known used is February
4th, therefore no cover bearing a date prior to this can possibly bear a Plate
11 stamp from-this printing.

2 2

Sunday Dates, 1840 .
Many collectors interested in covers like to have one bearing a Sunday
date.

May 10th, 17th, 24th and 31st.

June Tth, 14th, 21st and 28th.

July 5th, 12th, 19th and 26th.

August 2nd, 9th, 16th, 23rd and 30th.
September 6th, 13th, 20th and 27th.
October 4th, 11th, 18th and 25th.
November 1st, 8th, 15th, 22nd and 29th.
December 6th, 13th, 20th and 27th.
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1A
1B

10

Upper part of left side very weak

VO N nWwN

GUIDE LINES TO THE

JG

a

R, 10,45, Nil

RF. 10, 7. Vert. guide line NE sq. Hor.
guide line letter sqs. Top line NW sq.
broken on the left. Left top ray NW
sq. short of corner

Right line extends below

Hor. guide line through value. Scratches
on lower margin

No OF. Scratches on left margin

OF. 2. Traces of hor. guide line value.
Foot of J slightly square

OF. 2. Vert. guide line in NW sq. on
the left. Foot of J square

RF. 7, NE sq. Top and side lines NE
sq. weak. SE corner re-cut. Foot of
J square

b
NopF. Nil
Nil
Nil
OF. 2. Nil

JH

a “

RF. 10, 5. Dot below SE corner H sq.
Top serifs of H practically meet

RE. 10, 7. Dot faint..  Serifs apart.
Vert. scratch in left of NW sq.

Small mark or blur in top left of NW sq.

OF. 2. Letter J with square foot and
small mark on the right

RF. 7, NE sqg. Side line NE sq. weak.
SE corner deeply re-cut

b

No RF. Nil,
Nil

Low half of right side very weak
No OF. Nil

OF. 2. Nil
OF. 2. Foot of J slightly square

PENNY BLACK

J
High to left
High to left

High, well to
left
High central

High to left
Low central

Very low, Sl. 'to
left

Ext. high to
right

Very high to
right

Very high to left

Central to left

High central

J
High to left
High to left

Central to right

Very high to
right

Very high to
right.

Sl. high central
Very high central
High central

High central
High central

High central
Central to right

Ext. high, |
far to left
Central, well
left 3
High central 3

SL_ low, SL %

right
Very low,

left
Low, Sl to

Very high to le

Sl low to left
High to left
High, SI. to

Low to left

Low to left ,71

High to left .
Ext. low to

SI. high cent

!

High central
High, SL. to

High central
Ext. high,

far to left
High, well to
High central

VoONAWN

High, SI. to left/

O 00 NS WN

AA—TL

)i

a

RF. 10, 5. Nil A

RF. 10, 7. Re-entry all four sgs. ONE
of One Penny and O of Postage

Bottom line extends slightly to right.
? Dot on corner. Scratch on lower
margin

Dot above NE sq. near corner.
NE sq. weak below

OF. 2. Letter J with square foot and
small mark on the right. Tall I

RFE. 7, NE sq. Left side strengthened.
SE corner re-cut. Letter J with square
foot. Tall I

b

No RF. Nil

AL =

Scratches on right margin
No OF. Nil

OF. 2. Nil

Side line

OF. 2. Foot of J slightly square

1

a
RE. 108 Dl :
RF. 10, 7. Letters re-cut. Hor. guide

line each upper and both ] sgs.
Very small dot above each J. Dot on
margin below first ]

OF. 2. Foot of each J square. Small
mark to right of first | g
RF. 7, NE sq. SE corner re-cut. Foot

of each ] square

b

No RF. Nil

Nil

Nil

Faint hor. guide line second ] sq.
No OF. Nil

OF. 2.: Nil
OF. 2. Foot of each ] slightly square.
Nil

J
High to right
High to right

Central

Sl. high central
Central

Very high to
right

- High to right

Very high central
Central

High central
High to left
Central to right

J
High central
High central

High to right
High central

Ext. high to
right

Central

Central

Central to left

High to right

Higdhis (85610~ to
right

High central

Low central
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Low central
Low central

Central to left

Low to left
Central to right

Central to right

Low central

SL. high to left

Sl. low central

Low, Sl to left
Central to left

Low to left

J
High central
High central

High to left
Central to left

Ext. high to right

Sl. low central
Central
Central to left
High central
High central

Very high to right
High central
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GUIDE LINES TO THE

JK

a

RE. 10, 5. Nil

RF. 10, 7. Re-entry NE sq. Hor. line
? re-entry ] sq.

No RF. Foot of E and of N of Penny
appear splayed k

Scratches on lower margin

Traces of Hor. guide line letter sqgs. and
value. Dots in NE and K sgs.

OF. 2.. Trace of hor. guide line through
ONE. Foot of J square. Dots below
second N of Penny and K sq. joined
by a thin line

RF. 7, NE sg. Upper half left side

strengthened. SE corner re-cut. Side

line NE sq. weak

b

Nil

Nil

No OF. Nil

OF. 2. Nil
OF. 2. Side line NE sq. thin. Foot of

J slightly square

JL

a

RF. 10,.5- Nil

RF. 10, 7. Hor. guide line ] sq. and
? L sq. Top left corner NW sq. weak

No RF. Dot on lower margin near
corner of L sq. Faint dot outside NE
corner

Dot below SE corner L sq.

Dots on margin outside NW sq. and
? SE corner of L 5q.

Scratch on lower margin between NE
and PE of One Penny

Bottom line extends slightly to right.

" Mark on left side of O of ONE. Top
left corner NE sq. weak

OF. 2. Top serif of L double, foot of J
slightly square

OF. 2. Dot well below SE corner of L
sq. Foot of ] square

RF. 7, NE sq. Left line strengthened.
SE corner re-cut. Foot of J square

b

No OF. Faint trace hor. guide line
value
OF. 2. Nil

PENNY BLACK

J
Central
Central

Very high central

High central
Sl low to left

Very high to
right

Very
right

high to

High central
High central

High central

High to left
Low central

J
High central
High central
Sl. high central
Very high central
Central

Central

Central

High central

Central

Ext. high to
right

High central

Very high central

K
High central =
High central

High central

Low to left
Central

Low, Sl to ;v';

Very low to

High to right
Central, well ¢t

left A
Central to right
Central
Central

L
High central
High central
Central
High, SL. to left
Central to left « =
Central

Central to right =

)
Low central

High to right

Central, well
left
Low to left

| a

AA—TL

KA

RF. 10, 5. Nil

RE-H0, 7. Hor. = pguide  line A .sg
(strong). Hor. guide line K sq. (faint)

RF. 10, 7. Two minute dots under top
right serif of K

Small dots upper sgs., O of ONE and
lower margin

Traces of hor. guide line value and A sq.

Vert. guide line NE sq. Top right corner
NW sq. defective

OF. 2. Vert. guide line NE and A sgs.
Hor. guide line K sq. and ONE

OF. 2. Faint vert. guide line NE sq.
(close). ? Trace of hor. guide line
value

RF. 7, NE sq. Right foot of K and left
foot of A double. Left line strength-
ened. SE corner re-cut

b

Nil
No OF. Nil
OF. 2. Nil

C state 2
All corners fainter

KB

a
RE..105 & \Nil
RF. 10, 7. Hor. line from top of B to

right side line

Minute dots in letter sqs. and on lower
margin

Small dot on foot of E of PENNY

Vert. guide line NE sq. Right line
extends slightly below

No OF. Top line of K sq. extends into-
left margin

OF. 2. Hor. guide line K sq. Right line
extends below

No OF. Left line extends below. Letter
B faint

RF. 7, NE sq. SE corner re-cut

b

RE. 10, 7. N1l

Nil
OF. 25 Bl
C state 2

Not seen but recorded as in second state.

Probably one or both sides stronger

K
High, SI. to right
High, SI. to right

Ceptral,. Sl to
right
Sl. high central

High central
Central

Very low to left

High central

Ext. low to right

Central, SlL to
right

Central, Sl. to
left

Central to right

K
Central
Central

Very low central

Central
Central

Central to Iéft

Central /1

Ext. low to right

Central

Sl. low, Sl to
right

Central
Central
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A
Central
Central

Sl high,- Sl to
right 7
Central

Central
Sl. high central

Very high central

Low central

Central to right

Central, Sl. to
right
Sl. low central

Central, Sl.* to
left

Central
Central

Very high to right

Sl. low central
Central

Low central
Central

Very high central
Very high to right

Sl low ‘central /1

High to right
Central to right
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GUIDE LINES TO THE PENNY BLACK

KC

a

P, 10, 5. Nil

RF. 10, 7. Hor. guide line C sq. Top
lines of upper sqs. weak. Thin vert.
line upwards from top of K

RF. 10, 7. Bottom line extends to left
and ? very slightly to right

Left foot of K double

Faint hor. guide line K sq.and O of ONE.
Dots in letter sgs. and on top and
lower margins

Hor. guide line below K. Left side very
weak 4

Vert. guide'line NE and C sgs. (close).
Faint vert. line on right of K

No OF. Traces of hor. guide line K sq.
and value

OF. 2. Vert. guide line NE and C sqgs.
(close). Strong hor. guide line K sq.
and value

OF. 2. Side line NE sq: thin

RE. 7, NE sq. Hor. guide line through
E of PENNY. Faint dot below C sq.
SE corner re-cut

b
OF. 2" Nil
C state 2

Notseen but recorded as in a second state

KD

a

RE. 10,6, Nil

RE. 107,  Letter D slightly double.
Hor. guide line letter sqs.

RF. 10, 7. Mark on margin below O of
ONE

Small dots in K sq. and on top and
bottom margins

Left line extends below. Left side very
weak ¢

Left line extends slightly  below.
Scratches on left margin

OF. 2. Strong hor. guide line letter sgs.
and value

RF. 7, NE sq. SE corner re-cut

b

Nil

No OF. Nil
OF. 2. Nil
OF. 2. Nil
C state 2

Both sides stronger

K
Central to left
Central to left
Central
Low to right
Central
Ext. low central
SL. high to left
Central, Sl to

left
Central

Very low to right
Very low to left

Central, Sl. to left

Quite high central
Quite high central
Central

Central to right
Low central
Central

Central

Quite low to right

Central Sl. toright
Central Sl. toright
Central Sl. toright
Ext. low central

Central to left
Central to left

Ext. low centra]
N

Central to left
Low to left
Low, Sl. to lefg
Low to left n;
High, SL. to left.;
Central, SI. to left:

SL. high to left
High central

Low central

Very low central
Ext. high to right
High to right
High, SI. to right i
High central ‘

Ext. high well to
right

Very low to righ
Sl low central
Central

Very high cent

oo~ ounN

AA—TL
KE
a
RF. 10, 5. Nil
RF. 10, 7. Traces of 10 o'clock ray
RF. 10, 7. Letter E double at top.

Flaw on left margin towards top. This

flaw or accidental cut through the line

is only seen on later printings
Scratches top and left margins

Letter E double at top. Left line extends
slightly below

Vert. guide line NE and E sqs.

No OF. Scratches on lower margin

OF. 2. Vert. guide line E sq. .Hor.
guide line K sq. and ONE

RF. 7, NE sq. . SE corner re-cut

b
Nil
QF. 2. Nl
OF. 2, N1l
C state 2

Side lines stronger, especially the right

KF
a
RF. 10, 5. Left side weak
RF. 10, 7. Left side stronger. Hor.

guide line K sq. Letter F ? slightly
double
Dot top right in NE sq. ;
Small dot touching foot of K on right
OF. 2. Vert. guide line F sq. (very
close). Hor. guide line K sq.
OF. 2. Vert. guide line NE sq.

RE. 7, NE sq. Faint vert. gqide line
NE sq. (close). Hor. guide line
through O-Y. SE corner re-cut

b

RECA0,: 5 Nil
Nil '
Nil

No RF. Nil
OF. 2." Nil

C state 2

Side lines stronger, especially the right

K

High central

High central

Central, 8]. ‘to
right

Central
Central

Central to right

Central, Sl. to
left

Very low, wellsto
left

Central to right

Low central
Central

Sl. low to left

K
Sl. high central
Sl. high central

Central
Central
Central to left

Ext. low central

SI. low central

Central to right
Central
Central

Central
High, SL to
right

Central to right

Central to right

Central, Sl. to
right

Central, ext. far
to right

Central,  Sl. to
left

Quite low to left

High to left

Quite low central

Sl low to right

High, SI. to left 7

Gentral, Sl to
left

Sl. high central

F
High, Sl to left
High, Sl to left

Very low to left
Central to left
Very high to right

Very low, Sl to
right

Very high, Sl. to
right

Central to right
Quite low central

Central, well to
left

Central to left

Central
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GUIDE LINES TO THE PENNY BLACK
KG
a K
RF. 10, 5. Left line “extends very Sl. high to right
slightly below
RF. 10, 7. Extension more evident. | SL high to right

Side line NE sq. very weak

Hor. guide line K sq. and ONE. Bottom
line extends slightly to right

Hor. guide line value and G sq. Faint
vert. guide line G.sq. and ? NE sq.

Vert. guide line NE sq. (close)

No OF. Vert. line or scratch outside
NW sq. i

OF. 2. Strong hor. guide line letter sgs.
and value. Vert. guide line NE sq.
(close) and G sq. (wide)

OF. 2: Faint vert. guide line NE sq.
Hor. guide line value and letter sqgs.

RF. 7, NE sq. Hor. guide line Y of
PENNY—G sq. Upper half left line
strengthened. SE corner re-cut

b
RE. 10,7, Nil
Nil
OF. 2. Nil
KH
a
RF. 10, 5. Nil
REF. 10, 7. Letter H thinner

Dot touching bottom line below E of
ONE

Hor. line or scratch below K sq.

Small dot well above NE sq.

OF. 2. Hor. guide line letter sgs. and
value

RF. 7, NE sq. Hor. guide line letter
sgs. and value. SE corner re-cut

b

b 107, Nil

Nil

No OF. Mark above NW sq.

OF. 2. /Nil

OF. 2. Sguat H. Nil

High, Sl. to
right
Very low central

Central
Central

Low, Sl. left

Sl low to left

Central

Very low central
Sl. high central
Sl low to right

K
Central
Central
Central

Low, Sl. to right

Central, SI._ to
right

Very low to left

Low to left

High to right
High to left
Central

High to right
Very low to left

G
High to left 1A
B
High to left 2
High central 4
High, Sl to left 2
High to left
High, Sl. to left 8
High, SL. to left. 9
Central to left . 10
Ext. high to rig "
SI. low to left 3
Low to left 7
High central
1A
1B
H
Low Central 4
Low central
Very high to left 5
Very high to 1
High, SIL. to le 6
7
Central
9y
Central, Sl 10
left-
Central 3
Very low cen: 8
|

AA—TL

Ki

a

RE. 10,4: Nil

RF. 10, 7. Top line NE sq. very weak

RF. 10, 7. PE of PENNY very close to
bottom line

Hor. guide line K sq. and ONE

Left side line practically missing

Small dots K sq. Dot outside corner
NW sq. Vert. guide line NE sq.

OF. 2. Diagonal stroke across top right
corner of K sq.

OF. 2. Hor. guide line & sq. Bottom
line extends slightly to left and right
line slightly below

OF. 2. Faint vert. guide line NE sq.
? Traces of hor. guide line value. Tall
1 .

RF. 7, NE sq: “SE corner re-cut

b

Nil

No.OF. Nil

KJ

a

RE0, 5. Nil

RF. 10, 7. Top line NE sq. weak

RE. 10, 7.- Feet of E PEN of ONE
PENNY enlarged and close to margin.
NE of ONE nearly joined

Traces of hor. guide line K sq. and value

Traces of hor. guide line letter sgs. and
value. Right line extends slightly
below

Faint scratches on left margin towards

bottom

No OF. Hor. guide line K sq. and value

OF. 2. Strong hor. guide line K sq. and
ONE PE of ONE PENNY

OF. 2. Vert. guide line NE sq. Vert.
line on left of J. Square ]

b -

Nil

OF. 2. - Nil

RF. 7, NE sq. Lines of NE sq. weak.
Square J

K

Sl. high central
Sl. high central
High, SL to

right
Central,

left -~
Central to left
Central

Skt

Central

Ext. low to left
L
Central to left

Central, Sl. to

right

Sl. low central
Central to left

K
Sli. high central
Sl. high central
High to right

High, Sk’ to
right

Central, well to
left ;

Central to right

Central !
Low, Sl to right
Ext. low, ext.
far left

Central to left 7
Central to right
Very low to left

167

|
Low, well to right
Low, well to right
Central to right

Very low central

Very low to left
Central to left

Very high, Sl to

left
Very low to left

Low to right

Very low, Sl to
right

High, Sl to left
Low, Sl. to left

Very high central
Very high central
Very high to left

Central, Sl. to left

Central

Central

Central, Sl. to left
Central

Central to left ;

Very high to left

High central

Very high, SL to
right




168

b S - -, SRS

ot W

0o B w N

GUIDE LINES TO THE

KK

a

RF. 10, 7. NE of ONE nearly joined.
PE of PENNY very close to bottom
line

Traces of hor. guide line through ONE
and PE of PENNY

One or ? two small dots above first K

No OF. Re-entry NE and letter sgs.,
also lower margin

OF. 2. Vert. guide line NE and second
K sgs. ? Vert. guide line first K sq.
Hor. guide line first K sq. and ONE

OF. 2. Vert. guide line NE sq.

RF. 7, NE sq. Hor. guide line letter
sqgs. and value. Faint vert. guide line
NE sq. SE corner re-cut

b

RF. 10, 5. Nil

RF. 10, 7. Each letter very 'slightly
enlarged

Faint diagonal stroke to right of second
K cutting through frame line

Nil

OF. 2. ‘Nil

KL

a

RF. 10, 5. Dot well above NE sq.

RF. 10, 7. ! ~Nert: guide dine NE sq.
Scratches on lower margin. Same dot
(fainter). Bottom line extends to
right

RF. 10, 7. Bottom line extends slightly
to left. Scratches on right margin

Short hor. stroke from middle of left
side of K sq.

Traces of hor. guide line through K sq.
and value

Dot below SE corner of L sq.

Small dot close to left side of L

OF. 2. Strong hor. guide line K sq. and
first half of wvalue. Bottom line
extends to left

OF. 2. Letter L double at top

RF. 7, NE sq. SE corner re-cut

b

No OF. Nil
OF. 2. Nil

PENNY BLACK

K
Central

Central

Low, Sl. to left
Central to right

Central, Sl to
right -

High to right
Sl high to right

High central
Hegh central

High, Sl. to left

/v
Low to left
Low central

K
High to right
High to right

High, Sl to
right
Central to left 7

Central to left 7
Low to right

Ext. low central
Low, SI. to right

Central to right
Central to right

Central to right
SI. high to right

K
Central

Very low centra] -
3 :

Central to left
Central to left

Central to right i

Very low to right
Central

High central
High central

Low to left
Sl. low central

L
High to left
High to left

High, SL to left

Central
Sl. high central
High central

SI. high central
High, to left

Central to left
High to right

Central to left
High to left

AA—TE

LA

a

RF. 10, 5. Left line extends slightly
below

RF. 10, 7. Same extension. Scratches
on left margin

RF. 10, 7. Thin line extends down

from SE corner. ? Guide line. Scratch
top of right margin

Bottom line between the squares appears
double

Dots in letter sgs. and on margins. Blur
in the left of L sq.

Dot touching side lin®of NE sq. near top
corner

Vert. guide line NE and A sgs. Left line
extends below

No OF. Dot in SE corner L sq. Foot
of L weak on left

RF. 7, NE sq. Bottom line extends
slightly to right. SE corner re-cut

b

OF. 2. Nil
OF. 2. Nil
OF. 2. Nil

LB

a

RE. 10, 5. Nil

RF. 10, 7. Side line NE sq. very weak
below

RF. 10, 7. Hor. guide line NE sq. and
? NW sq.

Bottom line between the squares appears
double

Traces of hor. guide line value. Dots in
letter sgs. and on lower margin

Foot of L double on the right

No OF. Foot of L missing on the left
OF. 2. Vert. guide line NE sq. (close)

OF. 2. Foot of B double on the left
RE. 7, NE sq. SE corner re-cut

b o

Letters of Postage very close to top line
OF.2. “Nil

L
Central, Sl. to
left
Central, Sl. to
left
Central

Central, Sl. to
left
Low to right /1

Low to left

Sl. low to >left

Central, Sl. to
right

Quite
right

high to

Central

High central
Vety: shigh - %0
right

L
Sl. high central
SI. high central

High central
Central

Central to left
Central,: Sl to

left

Central

Ext. high to left
Central

Ext. low,
far right

ext.

Low, Sl to left
Very low to right
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A
Sl low, Gl %6
right
Sk -low, - Sl. to
right
Central

Central to right
Central
Central

Central, ext. far
to right
Central

Very high, Sl to
right

Central
High central
Sl. high central

. B
High to right
High to right

High to right
Sl high to right

Central, Sl. to
right
Low central

Ext. low central

Central;, Sl. %o
left

High to right

Quite high central

Central
Very high to right
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GUIDE LINES TO THE

LC

a

RF. 10, 5. Nil

RF. 10, 7. Top left corner NW sq. and
SW corner L sq. weak

Bottom line between the squares appears
double

Several dots in each letter sq. and on
lower margin

Short hor. mark below L sq.

Bottom line extends slightly to left

No OF. Foot of L practically missing
on the left i :

RE. 7, NE sq. Vert. guide line NE sq.
Hor. guide line value and C sq. SE
corner re-cut

b

RE. 10,7. Nil

OF. 2. Thin line running up from NE
corner

OF. 2. Side line NE sq. described as
double

OF. 2 ' Nil

LD

a

RF. 10, 5. Nil

RF. 10, 7. L sq. re-cut.
broken

Bottom line between the squares appears
double

Dot in middle of D. Dots on O of ONE
and in L sq. Scratches left margin

Scratch on margin below L sq. and ONE

No OF. Foot of L missing on the left

SW corner

OF. 2. Vert. guide line NE sq.
RE.-7,°NE 3¢, Hot. guide line

D sq7 Left line strengthened.
corner re-cut

b

(low) in
SE

RF. 10, 7. Nil
Nil

OF 2. Nil
QFsg. Nl

PENNY BLACK

E
High, SI. to right
High, Sl. to right

Central
Low central /1

Central to left
Central
Central,
left
Ext. low central

i

8 o

High central

Sl. ‘low, Sl to
left

High central

Quite low to right

L
Central
Central

Central to right
Central /1

Central to left
Central

High to left

Very low to right

Sl. high central

Central, Sl to
left

Sl. high central

Low to right

C
Low to left
Low to left

High to left
Low to left
Central

High, SI. to
Central to left

= SO U

Sl. low central

Central, ext. f
to left

High central
Central ‘

Very high to |

High central ;V."
High central

S1. high to rig
Central

High to right
Central,
right
Central,
right ‘
Central well
right )

s

Central to
Central

Central to
High, Sl. to

i e S Bl
w >

AA—TL
LE
a
RE. 10,6, Lett side weak
RFE. 10, 7. Left side strengthened
RF. 10, 7. Faint hor. guide line NE sq.

Marks on N and Y of Penny

Bottom line of L sq. thin but under value
appears double

Dots in L sq.

Top line NE sq. thin and broken at left
corner

No OF. Foot of L missing on the left

OF. 2. Faint vert. guide line NE sq.

RE. 7. NE sq. SE corret re-cut

b
Nil
OF. 2. Nil
OF. 2. Nil
C state 2

Recorded in second state. One or both

sides probably stronger

LF

a

RF. 10, 5. Vert. guide line NE .sg:
(wide)

RFE. 10, 7. Guide line if present very
faint

RF. 10, 7. Thin line extends up from
NE corner with parallel line on mar-
gin. Marks on NY of Penny f

Bottom line between the squares appears
slightly double

Very faint dot on margin below Y. of
Penny

OF. 2. Vert. guide line NE sq. (wide)

OF. 2. Vert. guide line NE and F sqgs.
? Scratches on left margin

RF. 7, NE sq. Hor. guide line low in F
sq. Lines of NE corner weak. SE
corner re-cut

b

Nil
4
Nil :
No OF. Nil
OF. 2. Nil

L
Central
Central
Central

Central

Central /1
Low central

Central to left
High to left
Ext. low central

]

Sl. high central
Central, Sl - to
‘ right

Low to right

L
High central

High central

High central

Central to right
High central

Central to left

SL high, SL to
right

Ext. low central

Central /1

Central to left
Central
Quite low to right

1|

E
Very low to right
Very low to right
Central to right

Very high, well to
right

Central

Low to left

High central /I

Central
Very high to right

High central
Sl1. high central

Low to left

F
High central

High central

Low central

Low central
Central to right

Ext. high central
Sl. high central

Very high, SL to
right

Central, 8L, to
left

Low to left

Central to left

Very low central
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GUIDE LINES TO THE

LG
a
RF. 10, 5. Vert. guide line NE sq.
RF. 10, 7. No guide line. Scratch along

lower margin. ? Dot below G sq.

RF. 10, 7. Nil. Slight marks on NNY
of Penny

Bottom line between the letter sgs.
appears double

Small mark at bottom of NE sq. Small
mark or dot on margin between E and
P. ? Mark at top right of L sq.

Hor. guide line L sq. Side line NE sq.
weak, especially below

RF. 7, NE sq.. Hor. guide line in G sq.
(low). SE corner re-cut

b
Nil
No OF. Nil

OF. 2. Nil
OF. 2. Nil

OF. 2. Vert. guide line NW sq. on the

left

LH

a
REGI0, 5. Nl

RF. 10, 7. Diagonal
? Re-entry

Bottom line between the sqgs. appears
slightly double

Left line extends below

Scratch along lower margin

Dot on left of H

No OF. Right line extends well below.
Foot of L missing on the left

RF. 7, NE sq. Faint hor. guide line H
sq. Left side strengthened. SE corner
re-cut

marks NW sq.

b
RF. 10, 7. Nil
OF. 2. Nil

OF. 2. Trace of vert. guide line H sq.

OF. 2. Squat H. Nil

PENNY BLACK

L
High central
High central

Central
Sl. low central

Central /1

High to right

Low, well to
right

Central

SL high, Sl to
left

High to left

Low central

Central, ext. far
right

L
Central

Central
Central

Central /1

Very high central
Central

Central

Very low, wc.l to
right

High central
Central to left
High central
Ext. low to right

G
High to left
High to left

Very high to 1
High, Sl. to left

High central

Sl low, SE
left

Sl. low to left

High central

Sl. low, S
right

Low, Sl.'to'®

H
Sl low, 6B
left
S1. low, SE
left
Very low,
left 1
Very high to lefl
High to left
Central
High to left

Very high centrs
N i

w >

Low to right
Central
High to left
Sl1. low central

VOUTAN——

o

AN——TL
Ll
a
RF. 10, 5. Nil
RFE. 10, 7. L -sq. re-cut leaving SW

corner broken

RF. 10, 7. Dot at top of NW sq.

Bottom line under ONE appears double

Right line extends below. Small dot on
margin between P and E of Penny

Hor. guide line L sq. Scratches on lower
margin. Side line NE sq. very weak

Short vert. stroke attached to middle of
foot of 1

No OF. Hor. gui&; line through top
of E of Postage

OF. 2. Hor. guide line letter sqs. and
value. Vert. guide line NE sq.

OF. 2. Hor. guide line through L sq.
and ONE PE of One Penny. Tall I
RF. 7, NE sq. Vert. guide line NE sq.

SE corner re-cut. Tall 1

b

OF. 2. Faint line extends up from NW
corner. ? Guide line or extension

o

a

Bottom line between the squares appears
double

Dots on margin below EN of Penny.
Small dot at top right of L sq.

No.OF. Scratches on lower margin.
Foot of L weak on left

RF. 7, NE sq. Side line of NE sq. weak.
SE corner re-cut. Foot of ] square

b

RF. 10,5 Nil

RF. 10, 7. Letter ] slightly enlarged
RF. 10, 7s Nil

Nil

Top line NW sq. weak
OF. 2." Nil “
OF . 2.7l

OF. 2. Foot of ] square. Nil

L
Central
Central

High central
Central
Central to left /1

High central
Low to left
Central to left
High to legt

Ext. high to
right
Central to right

High, -Si. - to
right

L
Central

Very high central
Central

Central to right

High central

High central

High to right

Central /I

High central

Central

SL high, SL to
right

Central to right

173

1
Low to right
Low to right

Ext. high central
High to left

Sl1. low central
Central to left

Sl. low to left

S1. low central
Central

Central to right

High to right

Low to right

J
Ext. high central
Sl low to left
Central to left

Ext. high, Sl to
right

High central
High central
Low to left
High central
Central
Central

Very high central

! Ext. low to left
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LK

a

RF. 10, 5. Faint hor. guide line L sq.

RE. 20, 7. Nil

RF. 10, 7. Serif of wupper diagonal
stroke of K double

Dots in K sq.

No OF. Top right ray NW sq. incom-
plete

OF. 2. Vert. gpide line NE and K sgs.
Left line extends slightly below

OF. 2. Dot touching K below

RF. 7, NE‘sq. Dot on T of POSTAGE,

Hor.” guide line low in K sq.
SE corner re-cut

b

Nil

Both letters slope up especially the first
Nil

OF. 2. -Nil

C state 2

Not seen but recorded as in state 2.
? One or both sides stronger

L
a
RF. 10, 5. Dot below SE corner second
L sq.
RF. 10, 7. Same dot (fainter).. SW.

corner first L sq. broken. Left side
line first L sq. appears double. Sq.
re-cut

RF. 10, 7. Right line extends above

Slight marks on O of ONE

Right line extends slightly below. Very
small dot SE corner first L sq.

No OF. Foot of first L shorter than
usual on the left

OF. 2. Foot of first L longer than usual
on the left

OF. 2. Vert. guide line NE and second
L sqs. Hor. guide line letter sqs. and
value. Top of first L slightly double

RF. 7, NE sq. Second L double. Dot
on margin below P of PENNY.
SE corner re-cut

b

Nil
Nil
OF. 2. Nil
C state 2

Recorded as in state 2. ? One or both

sides stronger

L

Central to left
Central to left
High central

Low central
Central to right

Central to right

Central to right
Central to right

Central to left
Central /1
High to right
High central

gt
Sl. high central

Sl high central

High central
High to right
Central
Central

High to left
Sl. low central

Very high to
right

Central to left
High, well to left

Low to right

Low central
Low central
Sl low central |

7 .

Very low to i
Central

Ext. low cen:

High to right’
High central .

Low central
High central A
Central i
High central

L
High central

High central

High central
Low central =
Central to left '
Central to left

High to left

Quite high centra

Sl high, SL
right
Low to right

AA—TL

MA

a

RF. 10, 5. Left side very weak

REF. 10, 7. Left side stronger.
re-cut with SW corner broken

RF. 10, 7. Vert. line on right margin
close to NE sq. and below

Vert. guide line NE sq. Dots above and
to side of NE sq. Short stroke on left
of M sq.

Short thin line under Y of Penny. Top
line NW sq. thin

Vert. guide line NE sq.
OF. 2. Vert. guide/Tine NE sq. (close).
Bottom line extends to right
OF. 2. Letter M double below.
guide line NE sq.

OF. 2. Right upright stroke of M weak.
Vert. guide line NE sq.

RF. 7, NE sqg. 'SE corner re-cut

M sq.

Vert.

b

Nil

No OF. Nil
C state 2

Right side stronger. Corners fainter

MB
a
RE. 105, "Nil
RF. 10, 7. Faint vert. line or scratch

outside M sq.
RF. 10, 7. Top line extends to right.
? Hor. guide line above NW sq.
Traces of hor. guide line Penny and B
sq. Dot on top margin to left of NE

sq.

Top lines both upper sqgs. very thin

Vert. guide line NE sq. Hor. guide line
value and B sq.

No OF. Vert. guide line NE sq. (wide).
? Bottom line extends to right

OF. 2. Faint vert. guide line NE sq.
(wide) -

RF. 7, NE sq. Vert. guide line NE sq.
SE corner re-cut. Slightly double
bottom. Possibly exists in two states

b i
Nil :
OF. 2. Nil

OF. 2, Nil

M
High central
High central
High central

High to right

Central /1

Low to right /1
High central

Low to ri;ht
Low to right

Central to right

Central /1
High central /1

M

High central
High central

Central

Central to right
Central

Sl. low central
Central to right
Central to left

Low to right

Central
High central
Central

175

A
Sl high to right
Sl. high to right
High central

Ext. low central

Low, Sl. to right

Central
Central

High to left
High central

Central

Central
High central

Central
Central

High to right

Central,” Sl to
right

Central
Central

High to right
High to right
High to right

Very high to right
Central
High central
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MC
a
RF. 10, 5. Nil
RF. 10, 7. Vert. line left margin close

to upper part of left frame line

Hor. guide line top of NW sq. and
? Postage and NE sq.

Dots in each letter sq., NE sq. and on
top margin

Vert. guide line NE sq. (close).
scratches top margin

Hor. guide line through bottom of C sq.

Faint

OF. 2. Blur along left margin

OF. 2. Vert. guide line NE sq. (wide)
and C sq. (close)

RF. 7, NE sq. Vert. guide line' NE sq.
SE corner re-cut

b

RlE..10,°7:.  Nil

No OF. Nil
OF. 2. Nil
C state 2

Not seen but recorded as in a second
state

MD

a

RF. 10, 5. Faint vert. guide line NE
sq. which extends above

RF. 10, 7. No guide line. Right side
strengthened
RF. 10, 7. Hor. guide line above NW

sq. Top line extends to right
Letter M small and blurred with bottom
serifs long
Dots in letter sqs. and ? on lower margin
Dot above right upright of M
Vert. guide line NE sq.

No OF. Right foot of M extends to side
of the sq. Short vert. stroke left side
of D sq.

OF. 2. Mark on right side of O of ONE

OF. 2. Short vert. line below SW corner
of M sq.

RF. 7, NE sq. SE corner re-cut

b

OF. 2. Nil

C state 2

Both sides stronger. Letters faint

PENNY BLACK

M
High central
High central

High to right

High central

High central

Low, well to
right

SL. high, SL to
right

Low central

SI. high to right

High central /1

Hivhd “5k “to
right

Central to right

M
Central

Central
Central /1
High central

Central to left

Central

Central, well to
right /1

Central

High, Sl. to left
Sl. high to right

Very low, Sl to
right

Very high to right

C

Central to left ,,

Central to left

Central to left

Central to left

SI. high to left
High, Sl to r;

Central to left

Very high centr

High central

Quite low to I
Sl. high to left

High central

D

High central =

High central
Central to righ

Central;; 1S
right

High central

High to right

Central

Central

Central to rightl

High central
High to right

Ext. high to

D

AA—TL
ME
a
RF. 10, 5. Bottom line extends slightly

to right. Left side very weak

RF. 10, 7. Same extension. Left side
stronger
RF. 10, 7. Hor. guide line above NW

sq. ? Letter M double. ? Blur below
M (not constant)

Dot below N of One.
margin not so definite

Bottom line extends very slightly to
right e

Vert. guide line NE sq. (wide)

Dots on lower

OF. 2. Bottom line extends slightly to
right

OF. 2. Vert. guide line NE sq.

RFE. 7, NE sq. SE corner re-cut

b

Letter M may be slightly blurred

No OF. Nil
OF. 2. Nil
C state 2

Both sides stronger. Letters faint

MF

a

RF. 10, 5. Letter M double below.
Faint vert. guide line NE sq. and
above

RF. 10, 7. Letter M double.  No guide
line

RF. 10, 7. Top ‘line extends to right.
? Faint hor. guide line in and above
NW sq.
Letter M small and slightly blurred
Two short hor. marks right of M.
Scratches top and bottom margins
Right line extends below. Lower half of
side line NE sq. missing

Vert. guide line NE sq.

OF. 2. Bottom line extends to right

OF. 2. Vert. guide line NE sq. and F
sq. (close)

OF>2. Vert. guide line in NW sq. on
the left

RF. 7, NE sq. Top right serif of F weak.
SE corner re-cut »

b

No OF. Trace of vert. guide line NE sq.
C state 2 . , '
RF. 7, NE sq. Left line strengthened

M
'

M
Central

Central

High central

High, 8L to
right

High central

High, well to

right
High central

High to left
High to right ~
Sl high central

SL. high to right
Sl. low to right

M
Central, Sl. to
left

Central, Sl. to

left
Very high to left
A

Central

Central

High, SI. to right
Low central
High central
Central to right
Low to right

Ext. low central

High central

17y

E
Central to right

Central to right
Central to right

Low to left
Central to left
High to left
Central, SI. to left
Central

Ext. high to right

Very high, ext.

far right
High to left
Low central

F
Central

Central

Central to right
Ext. low central
Very low to left
Central to right
Low central
Central

Central to left
Central to left

Ext. high central .

Central to left
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MG

a
RF. 10, 5. Leftside weak. ? Hor. guide
line M sq.
RF. 10, 7. Mark on P of Postage. Left
de stronger
RF. 10, 7. Hor. guide line above NW

sq.

Letter M small and blurred

Vert. guide line NE sq. Mark on lower
margin below E of Penny

OF. 2. Vert. guide line NE sq. (wide)
and G sq.

RF. ¥; NE sq. SE corner fe-cut

b

Nil

Nil

No OF. Nil

OF. 2. Nil

OF. 80 Nl

MH

a

RE. 10,6, Nil

RF. 10, 7. Mark of re-entry NE sq.

RF. 10, 7. Hor. guide line above NW
sq. (close)

Hor. guide line at top of NW sq.

Dot or mark above M. Dot on E of
Penny

Vert. guide line NE sq.
corner M sq.

OF. 2. Scratches on lower margin

OF. 2. Vert. guide line NE sq. (close)

RF. 7, NE sq. NE sq. weak. SE corner
re-cut. M faint. Small mark or blur
below H

Dot in NE

b
Nil
No OF. Nil

OF. 2. Squat H. Nil

C state 2
RF. 7, NE sq. Left line strengthened

M
High, ' Sk « 1o
right
Haph s Sl i
right
Central

High central
High central

Central to left

Low to right

Central /1

Central
High, SL to
right /1
High to left

High to right

M

High central
High central
High central /1

High to right
Central to right

Central
High central

Very high to left
Very low to right

High to right *\y

Central
High to right

G

Central to left :

Central to left

High central
High, Sl. to left

Central

Low to right

High central

SL. high, well ¢

left
Low, well t
Quite high to

Very high, SL

left :

Central to left

Low central
Low central
Very high, SL

right 3
High central
Central to left

High central
High to left
High central

Very high, Sl
right A
High, well to
Ext. low cents

— O WO NO N w

AA—TL

Mi

a

RF. 10, 5. Nil

RF. 10, 7. Slight marks re-entry NE
sq., Postage and ? NW sq. I with long
top. Re-cut. Scratches on lower
margin

Hor. guide line upper squares and
POSTAGE

Dot on margin to left of NW sq. near top

Small dot below left top serif of I

No OF. Right line exists below

OF. 2. Top of M slightly double

OF. 2. Vert. guide lifle NE sq. (wide)

OF. 2. Faint hor. guide line I sq. Tall I

RF. 7, NE sq. SE corner re-cut.* Tall I.
M faint. Slight double bottom

b
RF. 10, 7. Blurred mark left side of I
sq.
Nil
M]
a

RE-10 6, Nl

RF. 10, 7. Slight marks re-entry NE
sq. and on Y of PENNY

Hor. guide line NW sq. and POSTAGE
very close to top line

Dot on margin below P of PENNY.
Slight mark or blur to left of J

Small dot above J. ? Vert. guide line
NE sq. (very close)

OF. 2. Vert. guide line NE sq. ? Hor.
guide M sq. ] slightly square-footed

OF. 2. Faint hor. guide line ] sq. (close)
Square-footed J

RE. 7, .NE sq. (Letter: M defective or
weak on right and left. Square-footed
J. SE corner re-cut

b

RF. 10, 7. Traces of thin vert. and hor.
lines at NE corner

Nil

No OF. Nil

OF. 2. Nil

C state 2
RF. 7, NE sq. Left line strengthened

M

Central
Central

High central \

Central to right
Central to right
High central
High central
Central to right
Central to right
Very low to right

High central

High central £

M
Sl. low, Sl to
right
Sl.islow,i 5., to
right
High to right
Central
Central
Very low central
Low to right

Sl. low to right 71

Sl. high central

Central
Sl high to right
High central
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i
Low to right
Low to right

Central

Central to left

Sl. low to left
Low to left
Central to left
High to right
High central

Very high to right

High central

Low to right

Central; Sl to
left

Central, Sl. to
left

Very high to left

Central to left

Sl. low, SL: to
left

Central

Central to left

High central

Very high central

High to left
High, Sl. to left
Very high central




A SHOBRT HISTORY OF PLATES 1 TO 1§

PART from the presence of something definite, such as Re-entry, Double

Letter, Guide Lines, etc., by which a stamp may be plated, much of the
interest of the Penny Blacks depends upon the number which were printed
from each individual plate, or in other words, the so-called ‘‘Life of the
Plate.” The stamps, for instance, which were priﬁted from Plate 1A,
which was only in use for about a week, are obviously much scarcer and
therefore more valuable than those from Plate 1B which was used con-
tinuously for as long as the black stamps were printed.

“Life of a Plate” is not therefore altogether a very appropriate term
where these particular stamps are concerned, because some were still in use
for printing red stamps after the Penny Black printirig had ceased.

Plate 1B certainly did have a long life as it was in use from April 22nd,
1840, until it was destroyed on December 11th, 1841.

It was, however, only used for printing black stamps from the end of
May, 1840, to December 30th, 1840, and also probably for an emergency,
the Provisional Printing from January 22nd to February 3rd, 1841, and then
for the rest of its “Life” it was used for the Penny Reds.

The “Life” therefore of Plates 1 to 10 in connection with the “Penny
Blacks’’ should be calculated from the date of registration at Somerset House,
or rather from the first day it was put to press, until December 30th, 1840,
after which date the colour of the stamps was changed to red.

PROVISIONAL PRINTING
January 22nd, 1841—February 3rd, 1841

Soon after the adhesive stamps were first issued, it was decided that
the colour of the penny value must be changed. Experimental printings
from small defaced plates were made in a variety of colours on various
papers from May to September, 1840. Red was chosen as the new colour
and it was determined that the cancellation should be altered from red to
black—it being much more difficult to clean a black cancellation off a red
or a blue stamp than a red or a black cancellation off a black stamp.

The printing of the penny value in red commenced on December 30th,
1840, and continued until the third week in January, 1841, but as sufficient
cancelling ink was not available for national distribution, postmasters were
advised that the stamps would not come into use until February 10th, 1841.

That they were issued on this date seems clear from the following.
On February 3rd, Rowland Hill wrote in his ““Journal” : “Called at Stamp
Office—They have arranged with Post Office for bringing new labels and
envelopes into use on the 10th inst.” On February 11th, 1841, he adds:
“Yesterday the new envelopes and labels came into use.”

18

'

“used for either provisional or red printings.

A SHORT HISTORY OF PLATES 1 To 11 19

The first official issue of red stamps was therefore on February 10th,
7841, That a few odd specimens are known with dates ranging from

. January 90th, 1841, may be accounted for by the facts :—

(1) That sheets of stamps were no doubt distributed to post offices
some little time before their issue was authorized.

(2) That red stamps were sold either inadvertently or because the
supply of black stamps became exhausted in certain towns.

Meanwhile as the stock of black stamps was becoming exhausted, it
became necessary to make a Provisional Printing, and this was carried
out from January 22nd to February 3rd, 1841.

For this printing five plates were used, of which Plates 5 and 11 were
certainly included and Plates 1, 9 and 10 are generally accepted as the
others.

Plates 1 to 10 and 11

This gives the actual period during which black stamps were printed
from each plate from the approximate date of being put to press, until
defacement or destruction. :

Plate 1A. TFinished April 8th, 1840. Registered April 15th, 1840.
Printing began a day or two before on April 11th, and on April 22nd the plate
was withdrawn for hardening and repair. Reappeared between May 23rd
and 26th as Plate 1B.

Plate 1B. Used for printing of Penny Blacks until December 30th, 1840,
and then for provisional printing. It was also used for the Penny Reds,
but probably only for a short time, as these stamps are very scarce. With-
drawn March 23rd, 1841. Destroyed December 11th; 1841.

Plate 2. Registered April 22nd, 1840. Printing started at once, the
stamps being issued with those from Plate 1A on May 6th. Was used for
the Penny Red 1841 issue, but not for the provisional printing. Was most
probably repaired, but of this there is no officially recorded evidence. With-
drawn March 23rd, 1841. Destroyed, November 19th, 1841.

Plate 3. Registered May 9th, 1840. Printing started May 12th. Not
Se. No evidence of any repair.
This was the first plate to be out of action, being defaced October, 1840.
Destroyed January, 1842, together with Plates 4, 6 and 7.

Plate 4. Registered May 19th, 1840. Printing started May 28th. Not
used for provisional or red printings. Defaced January 9th, 1841. Destroyed
January, 1842.

Plate 5. Registered June 1st and also on June 11th, 1840. Printing
started June 8th, 1840. Used for provisional and red printings. Not used
for long after the provisional printing as it was not used after March 23rd,
but not destroyed until November 12th, 1841.

There is no evidence as to why it was registered twice, but it was
Probably before and after hardening. The plate was certainly repaired on
at least two occasions, as proved by the repaired frame lines and re-cut
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MK

a
RF. 10, 5. Short stroke on margin level
with top of M sq.
RF. 10, 7. Slight mark of re-entry NE
sq.

Dot on right margin just above K sq.

Letter M double below on left. Vert.
guide line NE sq. (close) .

No OF. Vert. guide line NE sq.

OF. 2. Vert. guide line NE sq. and K
sq. (close). Bottom line extends to
left. Side line NE sq. missing

OF. 2. Vert. guide line NE sq. (close)

RF. 7, NE sq. SE corner re-cut. ? Blur
on margin outside NW sq. Top of M
faint

b

Rl 10,7, Nil

Nil

Trace of vert. line on left margin

OF, 2. Nil

ML

a
RF. 10, 7. Dot on NE corner.
line extends slightly to right

Traces of hor. guide.line upper sgs. and
POSTAGE. Dot below SE corner L

? Top

sq.
Right line extends slightly below. Faint
dot outside SE corner
Small dot below and touching SE corner
Jodissg.
Very small dot just below L

OF. 2. Dot below L sq. near SE corner
OF. 2. Hor. guide line through ONE

RF. 7, NE sq. Right line extends below.
SE corner re-cut. Letter M faint

b

RE.. 10, 5. Nil
RE.10, 7 Nil
No OF. Nil
OF. 2. 'Nil

C state 2
RF.7, NE sq.

? Left line strengthened

PENNY BLACK

M
Central

Central

High to right
Central

Central to right
Low to right

Central
Central to right

Low central /1
High to left
Central

High central

M
SL. high, Sl to
right 7
Sl low, well to
left

Central to right
Central
Sl. high central

High, Sl to left

Central, Sl. to
right

Ext. low to right

High central
High central
Central

High to right

K V
Sl. high, SI & 1A
right 3 1B
SL. high, SI {& 2
right . 4
Central
Low to left A
Sl. low central 5
High to right é
7
Ext. high to ri 8
Central ;
9
10
High central 11
Sl. high central
SL low to left
Central to left
3
5
6
i
Sl. high central :g
High, SL to left . )
Central >
Low to left 4
Very high, SL to 3
left 2
SI. high central
Central A 10
Very high to rig 1
\T 3
High central
High central 3
Low to left 4
High to right 6
6

TAA—TD

NA

a

RF. 10, 5. Nil

RF. 10, 7. NE of One joined

RFE. 10, 7. Left upright of N faint

Top right serif of N extends to right.
Small dot in top right of A sq. Two
dots in top of NW sq. Dot in NE sq.
and dots on right margin

Letter N re-cut

Bottom line extends to left.
extends slightly below

No OF. Line or scratch on left margin

OF. 2. Foot of N<ong. Top and side
lines NE sq. weak. ? Vert guide line
NE sq.

OF. 2. Vert. guide line NE sq.
guide line letter sgs. and value

OF. 2. Vert. guide line NE sq. (close).
Letter N tall and thin

RF. 7, NE sq. Top line NE sq. absent.
Bottom line extends to right. SE
corner re-cut

Left line

Hor.

b
Nil

C state 2
Top line re-entered. Letter N faint
Side lines stronger, especially the right

NB

a

RF. 10, 5. Nil

RF. 10, 7. Hor. guide line bottom of B
sq.

RF. 10, 7. Left vert. stroke of N faint
below

Top right of B defective. Side line NE
sq. weak below. Left side weak

No OF. Top right of N slightly double.
Scratches lower margin

OF. 2. Hor. guide line value and B sq.

OF. 2. Vert. guide line NE sq. (wide)
which extends slightly above. Blurred
lines on left margin

OF. 2. Vert. guide line NE sq. Letter
N tall and thin

RF. 7, NE sq. Vert. guide line NE sq.
Top and side lines NE sq. ‘weak. SE
corner re-cut

b

Nil

Dot on margin outsidle NW sq. and
another further away

Nil

C state 2

Both sides stronger

N
High central
High central
High central
Central to right

High to right
Ext. low central

Central
High to left

Very high to
right
Quite low central

Central

~
’

Central to right

N
Central to left
Central to left
High to right
High to right
Central
High central
Very high to

right
Central to left

High to left

Sl. high to right
Central

Ext. low to right
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A
Low to right
Low to right
Low, Sl to right
Very low central

Very low central
Central

Low, Sl to right
Central

Sl. low central
Very high to right
High to right

Central to right

. B
High central
High central
High, Sl. to right
Low to left
High, Sl. to right
Central
Central
High to right

High central

High to right
Sl low to right .

Sl. low central
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1A
1B

SwV® o v &

NwN

GUIDE LINES TO THE
NC
a
RF. 10, 5. Diagonal stroke N short
RF. 10, 7. Letter N re-cut. Trace of

10 o’clock ray

RF. 10, 7. SE corner C sq. broken. NE
of ONE newly joined

Top line NW sq. very thin

Dots in NW sq. and above. Hor. guide
line bottom of C sq.

Side line NE sq. thin and weak below

OF. 2. Bottom line extends to right

OF. 2. Vert. guide line NE sq. and C
sq. (close)

RF. 7, NE sq. Vert. guide line NE sq.
Blur outside NW sg.. SE corner re-cut

b

Bottom line N sq. thin

No OF. Nil

QF. 2, /Nil. "N tall and thin

C state 2
Side lines stronger, especially the right

ND

a
RF. 10, 5. Diagonal stroke of N short

RF. 10, 7. Letter N re-cut.
NE sq. weaker

Mark across NE corner N sq. Dot on
left of D. Scratches on lower margin

Marks of Re-entry on ON of ONE. Left
side weak ¢

Blur on margin outside NW sq. and
below

OF. 2. Vert. guide line NE sq:

OF. 2. Vert. guide line NE sq.

OF. 2. Short stroke attached to lower
curve of D. ? Double letter. Tall
thin N

RF. 7, NE sq. Small marks of re-entry
at bottom of upper sqs., POSTAGE
at foot, and PENNY. SE corner
re-cut

b
RF. 10, 7.
Nil
No OF. Nil

Side line

Bottom line of N sq. thin

C state 2
One or more corners re-cut, stars and

letter fainter

PENNY BLACK

N
Central
Central

Central to left

Central
Low to right

Central
Very high to left

Central

High to left

Central

Central
Central to left

N
High &Sl 5ta
right
High, SI to
right
Central

Central to right
Low, SI. to right
High, SIL to left

High to right
Quite high to left

Central to left

Central
Central to right
Central

C
Central
Central

Central to left

Central, Sl. to I
Central to left

High to left

Quite high, SI.
left

Very high, SI.
left

High, SL to left

Ext. low, SIL :-

left
SIL. high to left

High, SL to left

D
High to left

High to left
Low to right
High to right

Ext. low central

Central to right
Very high to ri|
Very high ‘to righ

Central to right G

SL. high central
High to right
Central

-_—0 0 ~N S ~

0 o~ 1w

1A

1B

—O W 0 N un A

oOwN

AA—TL
NE
a
RF. 10, 5. Diagonal stroke of N short
RF. 10, 7. Letter N re-cut. ? SW

corner of N weak or broken
RF. 10, 7. Bottom lines of letter sgs.,
especially E sq., weak g
Dots in N sq., one of them in middle of N
No OF. Right line extends below

OF. 2. Vert. guide line NE and E sgs.
Diagonal stroke of N long and pointed

OF. 2. Letter N as on Plate 9 ;

RF. 7, NE sq. Small.anark of re-entry
at bottom of NE sq. and on NE PEN
of ONE PENNY. SE corner re-cut

b
Nil
Side line NE sq. thin

Top line NW sq. thin
OF. 2. Top line NW sq. thin

C state 2
Recorded as in state 2. ? One or both

sides stronger and letters fainter

NF

a

RF. 10, 5. Diagonal stroke of letter N
short. Left side weak

RFE. 10, 7. Letter N re-cut.
stronger

Hor. guide line value. Dot in NE corner
F sq.

Top l(ilne NW sq. and side line NE sq.
extremely weak

No OF. Top right serif of N double

Left side

OF. 2. Toprightray in NW sq. smaller
and thinner than usual

OF. 2. Diagonal stroke of letter N long
and pointed

OF. 2. Letter N as on Plate 9

RF. 7, NE sq. Bottom line double and
extends to right. Letter N as on Plate
9. SE corner re-cut

b

RE 107 Nl

Faint hor. guide line NE sq. (very close)
Nil

N
Central
Central

Sl low to left

Central
Central

High to right

Central
Low central

Low, Sl to right

Central, well to
left

Very low to right

High to left

~2

N
High central

High central
Very low central
High to right
Central

High central
High to right

High central
Central to left

Central to left
Central to right

Low central
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E
Central to right
Central to right

Ext. high to right

Central

Sl. high, SL to
right

Central, well to
right j

Sl low to left
Very low to right

Quite high to right
High central

High to left

SL. high, Sl to
left

F
Central

Central

Low to left

Very low to right

Ext. low, well to
left

Central

Central

Central
Ext. high to right

Central to left
Low to right

Central to left
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GUIDE LINES TQO THE PENNY BLACK

e NG

a
RF. 10, 5. Diagonal stroke of N short
RF. 10, 7. Letter N re-cut. Slight re-

entry SW corner of NE sq.

RF.10,7. Left line extends
slightly below

Hor. guide line N sq., value and ? G sq.
Dot on right of base of G. Dot on
margin below E of ONE and first N of
PENNY

Left line extends below

very

OF. 2. Vert. guide line NE sq. (close).
Diagonal stroke of N long

OF. 2. Letter N as on Plate 9

RF. 7, NE sq. Side line NE sq. weak.
SE corner re-cut

b

Nil
Nil
No OF. Nil
OF. 2. Nil

NH
a

RE.10. 5. Diagonal stroke of N short

RF. 10, 7. Letter N re-cut. Left line
extends below

Mark or dot on left margin towards the
top

GE of POSTAGE very close to top line

Dot on N of ONE

OF. 2. Vert. guide line NE sq. Diagonal
stroke of N long. E of POSTAGE very
close to top line

OF. 2. Faint vert. guide line NE sq.
Squat H. Tall N

RE. 7, NE sq. Top of H double on the
left. Lines of NE sq. weak. SE corner
re-cut. Tall N

b

RIf. 10, 7. Nil
Slight mark on top of left side of O of
POSTAGE

No OF. Nil
OF. 2. Nil
C state 2

Lower half of left side appears stronger

N
Central
Central

Sl. low, well to
left
Low central

Ext. high to
right
Central to right

Central to left
High central

Central to right

Low, ext. far to
left

Ext. low to left

High central

N
High to right
High to right

Central to left
High to right
Central to left
High central

SL low to left

High, SL to left

Central
High to right

High, Sl. to
right
High central

High, Sl to left
High, SI. to left

Sl. low,
left

SL. high, well tof

left

Very high to left

Low to right

High central
High central

High central
High, Sl. to left

High to left
Low to left

H
Low to left
Low to left
High central A/

Low central

SL high to right

High central

Sl. low to right

Low to left

Very high to right

Central to right
High to.left ‘

High central

well to

HwWwN

AA—TL
NI
a
RF. 10, 5. Diagonal stroke of N short
RF. 10, 7. Letter N re-cut. Top and

side lines NE sq. weak

Bottom line encroaches each side of O of
ONE

Vert. guide line NE sq. (close).
dot on right of I

No OF.. Right line extends below

OF. 2. Vert. guide line NE sq. (close).
Thin hor. line from SE corner to
margin. ? Extension

OF. 2. Vert. guide lige NE sq. (close).
Hor. guide line letter sqs. and value

OF. 2. Vert. guide line NE sq. (close).
Hor. guide line value and I sq. Tall I

RF. 7, NE sq.. Dot to left of foot of I.
Top and side lines NE sq. weak. SE
corner re-cut. Tall T

b

RE10, 7 5 Nl
Left side fairly good
Left side weak

Small

C state 2
Side lines, especially the right, stronger

NJ

a

RF. 10, 5. Diagonal stroke of N short

RF. 10, 7.  Letter N re-cut. Scratches
lower margin. N'W corner weak

RF. 10,%7.: PE of PENNY very:close to
bottom line

Small mark close to top left ray NW sq.
? Re-entry. Hor. and vert. guide line
NE sq.

Traces of hor. guide line value. Blur to
left of J. Short hor. stroke in SW
corner N sq.

Bottom line encroaches each side of ONE

Dots on P of POSTAGE, in NE sq. and
on top margin

OF. 2. Vert. guide line NE sq. (wide).
Hor. guide line letter sqs. and value

OF. 2. Faint wvert. guide line NE sq.
Foot of ] square with small mark on
the right

RF. 7, NE sq. Slight marks of re-entry
in NW sq. and POSTAGE. Blur out-
side NW sq. Dot practically touching
square foot of J on right. SE corner
re-cut

b

No OF. Nil
OF. 2. Nil

N
Low to left
Low to left

High to right
Central, Sl to
right

Central
High central

Very high to
right
High to left

Central, Sl. to
left

High to left
High central
High to left -

»

N
High to right
High to right
SL high to left

High central
Central

Very high central
Very low to right
High to right

High to left

High central

Central

Very high to left

Low, Sl to right
Low, Sl to right

Low to left

Sl. low central
Sl. low to left
Central to left

Very low to right

Low central
SL. high to right

High central
Central to right
Sl. low to left

J
High central
High central
High central

Central to left
Central to left
Central to left
Low to left

Low to left

High central

Ext. high central

Central
High central
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1A
1B

GUIDE LINES TO THE

NK

a

RF. 10, 5. Nil

RF. 10, 7. Top and side lines NE sq.
very weak

RF. 10, 7. Top of left upright of N
defective

Dot on P of POSTAGE. Two dots on
right of K

Right line extends below. Left side weak

OF. 2. Re-entry NE sq., both letter
sqgs. and below O of ONE

OF. 2. Rightline extends below. ? Hor.
guide line value. Tall thin N

RE. 7, NE sq. Re-entry ONE PENNY.
Top and side lines NE sq. weak. SE
corner re-cut. Tall thin N

b

Nil

Nil

No OF. Nil

OF. 2. Top right ray NW sq. thin

C state 2
One or both right corners re-cut. Con-

tents fainter

NL

a

RE 10,4, Nil

RF. 10, 7. Hor. guide line top of NE sq.

RFE. 10, 7. Dot above NE corner.
? Faint vert. guide line NE sq. (wide)

Scratches on left margin

Two dots in L sq. (large and small). Dot
above T of POSTAGE and below SE
corner

Vert. line along left margin

No OF. Scratch in right of N sq.

OF. 2. Bottom line extends to right and
right line below. Letters of POSTAGE
very close to margin

OF. 2. Hor. guide line N sq. and ONE

RE. 7, NE sg. Dot in'SE ‘corner E 5q,
SE corner re-cut. Tall thin N

b
Nil
OF. 2. Tall N. Nil

PENNY BLACK

N
High to right
High to right

Central
Central

Low central
Sl high to right

High central

Ext. high central

High to right
High to right
Central to left
High, SI. to left

N
SL _high, Sl to
right
SL. high, SL to
right
SL. high central

High to right
High central

Ext. high to
right

Central

SIL. high central

High to right
Central

Very low to right
High to left

K
Central
Central

High to right
Central

Low to left

Quite high centra]

High to right

Ext. low central |

Central toright A

Low to left
Low to right
Central to left

k:
High to left

High to left
High to left A
Central

High central

Central to left
High central
High central

Central
Low to right

Central to left 1
Central to right

o oN U

ONhWN

v

AA—TL
OA
a .
RE. 10, 5. Re-entry NE sq. Right and

bottom lines slightly extended at SE
corner. Dot in centre of ONE. Hor.
line below ONE. Left side weak.
? Vert. guide line NE sq.

RF. 10, 7. Same re-entry and dot. N
and E of ONE nearly joined. Left side
stronger

Vert. guide line NE sq. (close)

Right foot of A defective but not constant

OF. 2. Top of O double. Vert. guide
line NE sq. (wide). ~Hor. guide line
value. Bottom line extends to right

OF. 2. Vert. guide line NE sq. (close)

RF. 7, NE sq. Re-entry upper sgs. A
sq. and POSTAGE. SE corner re-cut

b

RF. 10, 7. Nil

Nil

Dot on top margin to right of NW sq.
No OF. Nil
OF.2. Nil

C state 2

Corners probably
fainter

Lower frame line thicker

re-cut. Contents

OB

a

RF. 10, 5. 2 Vert. guide line NE sq.

RF. 10, 7. Left line extends well below.
NE of ONE joined. ? Bottom line
extends slightly to right

RF. 10, 7. Mark on top left serif of T
of POSTAGE

Bottom line extends to left

Dot on Y and on margin below P of
PENNY. Dot in B sq. to left of foot
of B

Letters of POSTAGE practically touch
top line. Side lines weak

Re-entry NW sq. O sqg. and value

No OF. Vert. guide line NE sq. (close)

OF. 2. Top of B slightly double. Vert.
guide line NE sq. (wide)

RF. 7, NE sq. Bottom line extends to
right. Blur outside SW corner. SE
corner recut

b
OF. 2, but may not be present. Nil
OF. 2. Sideline NE sq. weak

C state 2

Both sides stronger and letters fainter

o

Sl. low central

Sl. low central

Central
Central
Low central

Low to right
Low to right

Central

Central

Central

High central

Very high, Sl to
left

o

Central, Sl. to left
Central” SL 1o
left

SL high, Sl to
left

Central

High to left

Very low to left
High to right

Sl high, SI. to left
Very low to left

Low to right

High to left
Central to left
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A
Central

Central

Central to right 7
Central to right
High to left

High to right
Central

Central, SL. toright
Low to left

Low to right
Central

Low to left

B
Central to right
Central to right
Central to right
Central to right
Central to right
High central
Central
Low central

Sl. low central

High central

Central to left
High to right
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| Nil
| Nil
| OF. 2. Nil

| C state 2
] Both sides stronger

GUIDE LINES TO THE

CC

a

RF. 10, 5. Left frame line weak

RF. 10, 7. Left frame line stronger

RF. 10, 7. Mark on top left serif of T of
POSTAGE

Small dot at top right of O. Dot top left
corner C sq.
Line outside and close to NW sq. ¢

No.OF. Vert. guide line NE sq. (close)
OF. 2. Strong vert. guide line NE sq.

OF. 2. Vert. guide line NE sq. (wide).
Top of C slightly defective

RF. 7, NE sq. Blur outside SW corner
O'sq. ? Mark left side NE sq. SE
corner re-cut

b

i

|

oD

a

RF. 10, 5. Nil

RF. 10,7. N and E of ONE nearly
joined ’

RF. 10, 7. Vert. guide line in D sq.

Dot SW of O. Dots right and left of D
and several on lower margin

Faint vert. guide line NE sq.
hor. guide line NW sq.

Side lines weak

Strong

OF. 2. ' Vert. -guide _liner NE sq.
“‘O” flaw very faint if present

OF. 2. Vert. guide line NE sq. (wide)

RF. 7, NE sq. Blur outside SW corner
O sq. SE corner re-cut

b

Nil

No OF. Nil
Ok, 2. Nil
C state 2

Both sides stronger

PENNY BLACK

o
Central
Centril
SL high, Sl to

left
Central to left

High to right

SL. high to left

Very low, Sl. to
left

Low to left

Low central

Central
Central to right
Central to left

(o)
Central
Central

Sl. high central
Low, Sl to left

High to right
Sl high central
Sl. high central

Low central
Central

Central
Sl. high central
High central

C
Central to left
Central to left
Low, Sl. to ieft

Central, Sl. to left {

Very high to left

High central i
Very high central’}

Central to left

Sl. high to left N8

Central to left

Central, SI. to left
SL. low, SI. to left

D
High central
High central

High to right
Central

High central
Sl. high, SIS
right

Central

Very low central
High to right

NV ON AN

AA—TL
OE
a
RF. 10, 5. Nil :
RF. 10, 7. PE of PENNY practically

touch the bottom line
RE. 10, 7. Bottom serif of E faint

Two small dots on left side O of ONE.

Dot or mark touching top line E sq-/
No OF. Vert. guide line NE sq. (wide)
OF. 2. Vert. guide line NE sq.

OF. 2. Vert. guide line NE sq. (wide)
and E sq. (close). Right line extends
below

RF. 7, NE sq:. SE corner re-cut

b

Nil
Nil
Nil
OF. 2. 'Nil
C state 2

Both sides stronger

OF

a

RF. 10, 5. Left side weak

RF.10,7. N and E of ONE nearly
joined. Left side stronger

RF. 10, 7. ‘Faint vert. guide line F sq.

(close). ? F slightly defective
Right line extends below. Dot NE of O.
Dot on O of ONE on right side
Right side weak. Left side very weak

OF.: 2. Vert. guide line NE sq.

OF. 2. Vert. guide line NE sq.

OF. 2. Hor. line or scratch below NY
and F sq.

RF. 7, NE sq. Blur on margin outside
lower half of O sq. Top and side lines
NE corner weak. SE corner re-cut

b
Nil
Trace of double right side line

No OF. Nil

C state 2

Nothing obvious except signs of bur-
nishing

“O” flaw may not be present

o
Central
Central

Very low, well to
left
Central

High central
High to left

Ext. low central

Central to right

Central

Ext. high to
right

Very low to right

Very high to
right

¢
o-

High central

High central

SL high to left
Central to left

Central, Sl. to
right

High to left

Low central

Ext. low central

Central to right

Low to right

Central, ext. far
to left

High, Sl to left
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E
Low to right
Low to right

Very high to right

Central

High central

Central, well to
left

Sl. low, Sl to
right

High central

High, ext. far to
right
Central to left

Central to right
Low central

F
High central
High central
Central
Central
Very high to right
Central, SI. to left
Ext. high central
Very low to left

Central

Central to left
Ext. low to left

Central, well to
left
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GUIDE LINES TO THE PENNY BLACK

oG
a
RE 10, 5. NRil
RF. 10, 7. Lower half of side line NE

sq. and top of right line very weak

Two small dots on SE corner of O sq.
Dot in curve of G

No OF. Vert. guide line NE sq.

OF. 2. Vert. guide line NE sq.

RF. 7, NE sq. Dot in SW corner of O
sq. Top and side line NE sq. weak. SE
corner re-cut

b

RF. 10, 7. Bottom line somewhat thin-
ner than usual
Nil

Side line NE sq. weak
Very faint vert. guide line NE sq.

OF. 2. Nil
OF. 2. Nil

1A
1B

0 o b N

(=N}

OH
g .

RF. 10, 5. Top serifs of H join i
o P join in the

RF. }0, 7. Serifs apart. Letter H
thinner

RF. 10, 7. Top left co NV
e W 3 rner WA

Right line extends below

Left side very weak

One or two dots below N of ONE. Dot
touching middle of left line of NE sq.

OF. 2. Vert. guide line NE sq. (close).
Hor. guide line H sq.

RF. 7, NE sq. Blur on left margin just
abov«te SW corner of O sq. SE corner
re-cu

b
Nil
No OF. Nil
OF. 2. Nil

OF. 2. Squat H. Nil

C state 2

(o]
High central
High central

High central

SL. high to left
Central to left
Central

Central

Central, Sl. to
right

Very high to
right

Low to right

Central to left

“O” flaw may not be present

High central

o
Central

Central

Sl. high central
Low central
Very high central
High to right
Central, -SL." to

right
Central to right

Central

Central to left
Very high to left
High central

G
High to left

High to left
High to left
Very high cen

High to left

High central

Low to left'

H

Low to left 1

Low to left /1
High, well to ri

Central to left
Central
High central

SL low, SL &
left
High to left

Central, Sl. to
right

High to left

High central

Low central

High to left

Central to left

Very high to left
Very low to left
Sl. high central

1A
1B

ON o U W

AX—TL
ol
a
RF. 10, 5. Right line extends below
RF. 10, 7. Same extension. Re-entry

NW sq. and value (slight). Letter I
re-cut and appears slightly taller and
thinner

RF. 10, 7. Faint vert. guide line I sq.
? Bottom line extends slightly to right

Hor. guide line letter sgs. and value

Vert. line or scratch outside NE sq.
? Faint scratch through bottom line
O sq.

OF. 2. Vert. guide line NE“q. (close)

OF. 2. Vert. guide line NE sq. (close).
Trace of hor. guide line value. Right
line extends slightly below

RF. 7, NE sq. Vert. guide line NE sq.
? Dot on bottom right of O of
POSTAGE. SE corner re-cut. Tall I

b

E of PENNY close to lower margin
Nil

No OF. Nil
OF./2.- Tall 1. Nil

O)

a
RE. 10, 6: "Nil

RF. 10, 7. E of PENNY very close to
bottom line. Top line NW sq. thin
Faint hor. scratches on top margin

Hor. guide line J sq. Right side weak.
Upper part of left side weak -

Very small dots in O sq. Left top ray
NW sq. short of corner

No OF. Vert. guide line NE sq. (close)

OF. 2. Bottom line extends slightly to
right

OF. 2. Letter J slightly double. Square
footed and with small mark on right

RF. 7, NE sq. SE corner re-cut.: Letter
J with square foot

b

RF. 10, 7. Hor. guide line above NE
sq. ? Indications of re-entry NW sq.

Left side weak

OF. 2.  Letter J slightly square footed

o}

Central
Central

Central to right

Central
Central to left

Quite high
central
Low to left

Low, SL to right

Central
Central,
left
Very low, ext.

far to left
Low central

well to

(o]
SI. high central
Sl. high central
Cemntral, Sl to
right
Very high to
right
Central to left

Central
Central

Sl. low central

Central, Sl. to
right

SL high, SL to
right
SI. high central

Very low central

191

I
Low central
Low central

Central to right
Low, Sl to left
Central to left

Central, Sl. to
left
Low to right

Ext. high central

Central to left
Very low to left

High central
S1’ high to right

J
Quite high, SL to
left
Quite high, SL to
left
High central
SI. high to left
Central

Very low to left
Ext. high central

Very low to right
Ext. high central

High Sl to left
Central, Sl. to left

Central
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| RF. 7, NE sq.

GUIDE LINES TO THE PENNY BLACK

OK

a

RE. 10; 5, 'Nil

RF. 10, 7. Trace of 10 o’clock ray

Letter K small and blurred !

{ No OF. Faint vert. guide line NE sq.

No OF. Strong vert. guide line NE sq.

OF. 2. Side line NE sq. very thin

OF. 2. Bottom line extends slightly to
right

RF.7, NEsq. K sq. recut leaving
right side line sloping downwards and
inwards and extending below

b

RE, 10,7 Nil

Top line NW sq. thin
Left side very weak

Left side very weaic

oL

a

RF. 10, 5. Nil ;

RE. 10;7. PE of PENNY closer to
bottom line than NNY

RF. 10, 7. Right line extends above or
? dot on corner

Bottom line extends to left

Dot at top of NE sq. and on margin
above E of POSTAGE. Faint
scratches in O sq. and on lower margin

Scratches on left margin

Dot to left of foot of I.. Faint dot SE
corner O sq.

No OF. Left line extends below

No OF. Dot below SE corner L sq.
E of POSTAGE very close to top line.
? Faint vert. guide line NE sq. (very
close)

OF. 2. Blurred line or mark close to left
line in NW sq.

OF. 2. Hor. guide line letter sqs. and
value. Dot SE corner L sq.

Small dot top centre

(o]

Central
Central
SL. low central
Central
High, Sl to left
High to right
Central, SIL to

right
Very low central

High to right
High, ext. far to
right

NW sq. SE corner re-cut

High to left

o
High central
High central

SL. high central

Central
Low to right

Very high, SI. to
right
SL. low to right

Low to left
Central to left

Quite low to left

Very high to
right
High to right

High, SL. to left

High central
High central

Central
Central
High to right
Very low cen

Low central

Central to left

Central, ext.
to left

»Central

Central to left

Central to left
Central to left

Quite high cent

High central

Central to left

Central to left
Central, Sl. ff)vf

Central to left
High central

Low to right
High to right

Central to left

Quite low to ri

o Unn s wN

1A
1B

——

O AW T

- o~NoONUY

! Re-entry letter squares and value

AA——TL

PA

a

RFE. 10, 5. Left line extends below.
? Dot outside SW corner of P sq.

RF. 10, 7. Both letters re-cut and
positions altered. Traces of original
letters left

RFE. 10, 7. Letter P double on the right

Letter A ? blind and P with small loop

Letter P double on the left. Scratches
on lower margin

Traces of hor. guide line letter sqs. and
value. Scratches on lower margin

Faint vert. guide line NE sq! (wide).
Bottom line extends slightly to left.
? Left line very slightly below

No OF. Faint scratches on lower mar-
gin

OF. 1. Very faint vert. guide line NE

sq.
OF. 2. Letter A double
RF. 7, NE sq. SE corner re-cut

b
OF. 2. 'Nal
C state 2

Both sides stronger. Contents all corners
fainter. Same in red

PB

a

RF. 10, 5. P square re-cut. Frame lines
of square, especially the left, double

RF. 10, 7. P sq. normal

RF. 10, 7. Both letter sgs. re-cut. Top
of letter P faint. Right line of P sq.
slightly and bottom line B sq. ob-
viously, double

Hor. guide line B sq. Both sides weak

Left side very weak

No OF. Dot in SE corner P sq.

OF. 1. -Vert. guide line NE sq.

OF. 2. Scratches on lower margin
REF. 7, NE sq SE corner re-cut

b

Letter P with small loop. Nil
Dot on A of POSTAGE and in NE sq.
OF. 2. 'Nil

C state 2
Both sides stronger

state 3

N

P
High to right

Central to left

High to left

Central, Sl. to
right

Central to right

Central

Very low central

Central, ext. far
to right

Ext. high to
right

Central

Central, Sl to
right

Low central

P
Central

Central
Central to right

Very low to left

High central

Low to right

High, ext. far to
right

Ext. low central

Ext. low central

Central to left
Central to right
Central
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A
High central

Central to left
Low to right
High, Sl to left
Central

Central to right

Very high central

Central
Central

Ext. high central
High to right

High central

B
Low, SL to right

Low, Sl to right
High to right

Sl low to left
High to right
High to right
Central

Very high central
Very low central

High to right
High central

.| High central
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GUIDE LINES TO THE PENNY BLACK

PC

a

RF. 10, 5. Vert. guide line NE sq.

RF. 10, 7. No guide line

RF. 10, 7. Vert. guide line NE sq.

Faint dot below SE corner C sq. Letter
P with small loop

Dot on P of POSTAGE. Two dots to
right of C

‘Well marked scratches in P sq.
scratches on lower margin

Side line NE sq. weak, especially lower
half

No OF. Rightline extends very slightly
below

OF. 1. Vert. guide line NE sq. (close)

OF. 2. Vert. guide line NE sq. Bottom
line extends to left

OF. 2. Top line NE sq. very thin

RF. 7, NE sq. SE corner re-cut

? Faint

PD

a

RF. 10, 5. Top curve of P slightly
weak. ? Vert. guide line NE sq.

RF. 10, 7. Letter D normal. N and E
of ONE nearly joined. ? Scratch
below ONE

RF. 10, 7. Psq.re-cut. Vert. guide line
NE sq (close)

P sq. re-cut with right line of square
double. Letter P with small loop

Dot in D sq. near SE corner

Faint hor. guide line D sq. (very close).
Left side weak

Dot on E of PENNY. Dot on left margin
opposite diadem

OF. 1. Vert. guide line NE sq.

RF. 7, NE sq. Re-entry lower margin.
Blur outside SW corner. SE corner
re-cut

b

No OF. Nil

OF. 2. Nil
OF. 2. Nil

C state 2
Both sides stronges

P
Sl. low central
Sl. low central
Sl. low central
High central

Central to right
Central

Low central
High to right

Very high to left
Central to left

Central
High central

P
Central, Sl. to

right
Central, Sl. to

right

Central
SI. low to right

Central to right
Low central

Sl high to right

Very high to left
Ext. low to left

Central, Sl. to
right

High central

Central

c
High central
High central ¥
High, SL to left
High to left
Low to left
Central, Sl. to
Sl. low central
High to left

Central to left
SL high central

High, Sl. to left r
Ext. low centrai

D
High to left

High to left

Central

Central to right

High to right
High central
Ext. high to right

High, ext. far
right

High central

Central to right
Very high to T

—0ONOe U & W N

AA~—TL

PE

| a

RF. 10, 5. Nil

RFE. 10,7. Trace of 10 o’clock ray.
Right side weak towards top

RF. 10, 7. Top line extends to rlght.
Right line extends above

Short hor. stroke SE corner of P sq.
Letter P with small loop

Dots in both letter sgqs. and on lower
margin

Scratches on top margin.
line E sq.

Left side weak ~

No OF. Top of E slightly double

OF. 1. Mark across NE corner of P-sq.

OF. 2. Scratches on right margin

RF, 7. NE sq. Bottom line extends to
right. SE corner re-cut

b

OF. 2: "Nil

? Hor. guide

Bottom line of E sq. thin

C state 2
Left side stronger

PF

a

RF. 10, 5. Bottom line extends to right

RF. 10, 7. Same extension. Left line
appears stronger

RF. 10, 7. Vert. guide line NE sq.
(close)

Right side weak. Letter P with small
loo

Shortpvert. stroke attached to foot of P.
Dots in P sq. E of ONE and P of
PENNY

Faint traces of hor. guide line letter sgs.
and value

Letter P double on left

OF. 2. Vert. guide line NE sq.

RF. 7, NE sq. Blur at SW corner. SE
corner re-cut

b

No OF. Nil
No OF. Nil )
OF. 2. Scratches on lower margin

C state 2
Left side stronger

P

Central to right
Central to right

Central to right
Sl high to right
Central

SL. low central
Central to right
Central to right
High central

Central
Central

High, SI. to right

P
Sl. high to right

Sl high to right
High to right
Low, SL to right

Sl. low central

Low, Sl to right

Sl high central

Central

Very low, Sl. to
left

Low to left
High to left
Ext. low central
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E
Central to right
Central to right

High to left
Quite high to left
Central

' High central
High, well to right
High, Sl. to left
Sl. high central

Very low central
High central

Low central

F

| High, Sl to left

High, Sl. to left
Sl. low central
Central

Low to left

Central

Central
Ext. low to left
Ext. high central

Central to left
Central
Low central
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GUIDE LINES TO THE PENNY BLACK

PG
a

RF. 10, 5. Faint line on margin below
value

RF. 10, 7. Dot on left of O of ONE

RF. 10, 7. P sq. re-cut. Bottom line of
square slopes up to right

Bottom line extends slightly to left.
Letter P with small loop

Dot on margin above G of POSTAGE

Hor. guide line G sq. Scratches in P sq.
and on left margin

Dot below letter G

No OF. Scratch along middle of left
margin

OF. 1. Vert. guide line NE sq.

OF. 2. Re-entry NE and letter sgs.
lower margin and left line NW sq.

RE. 7, NE sq. ‘Blur at SW corner. SE
corner re-cut

b
JOF. 2. Side line NE sq. weak. Bottom
line extends to left

T state 2
NE sq. re-cut. Side lines stronger,
especially the right

PH

a

RF. 10, 5. Nil

RF. 10, 7. Cross bar of H thinner

Bottom line extends well to left. Letter
P with small loop

Letter H double

Trace of hor. guide line through ONE.
Dot on line above T of POSTAGE

OF. 1. Faint vert. guide line NE sq.
Bottom line extends to left

RF. 7, NE sq. Letter H slightly double
above and below. SE corner re-cut

RE. 10, 7. . Nil

Nil
No OF. Nil
OF. 2. Nil

OF. 2. Squat H. Nil

P
Low, Sl to left

Low, Sl to left
Central to right

Central to right

Sl high to right
Low central

High central
High, Sl to
right

Quite high to left

High central

Very low central

Sl. low central

P
High to right
High to right
Central

Ext. low to left
High, Sl to left

Very high well to
left
Ext. low to left

High to right

Central to right
Sl. high central
Central to right

Low to right

G
High, Sl. to left

High, Sl. to left
High to left

High central

High, Sl. to righi:_,
Low, well to left

High central

High, well to left

Quite high to left |

Central to left

Sl. low to left

Very low central

H
Low, Sl. to left
Low, Sl. to left *
High central /1

High to left

High, ext. far to

right
Very high, ext.
far to right
High central

Central
High to left A
High to left

Very high, SL to

right

Ext. low to right

-— 0 @ o »~

oNAw

Nosw

| a

AA—TL
Pl
RFE. 10,'5: ‘Nil -
RF. 10, 7. Side line NE sq. practically
missing )
RF. 10, 7. P sq. re-cut. Bottom line

slopes up to right

Hor. guide line I sq. (very closg)

Short hor. stroke on margin below Y of
PENNY

No OF. Vert. guide line NE sq. and ? 1

sq.
(’)F.q;’. Vert. guide line NE sq. (close)
RF. 7, NE sq. Hor. guide line value.
SE corner re-cut. Tall I. A Bottom line
double

b

Letter P with small loop. Nil
Nil

No OF. - Nil

OF: 25 Talklc: Nal

C state 2
Signs of burnishing, otherwise no change

\

P)
a

RF. 10, 5. Pin point extension of line or

dot on point of SW corner . f

RF. 10, 7. Both letters re-cut. Bottom
line extends slightly to left

RF. 10, 7. Dot on right margin just
above the middle

Right line extends below

Loop of P slightly double. One ? two
hor. guide lines ] sq.

OF. 1. Vert. guide line NE sq. Dot in
SE corner ] sq.

OF. 2. Vert. guide line NE sq. Bottom
line extends to left. Foot of ] slightly
square

OF. 2. Vert. -guide line NE sq. Hor.
guide line J sq. Foot of ] square with
small mark on right

RF. 7, NE sq. Scratches under “E” of
ONE and PENNY. SE corner re-cut.
Top line NE corner weak at right.
Bottom line double. ? Blur along
right margin

b

Letter P with small loop. Nil
Nil

No OF. Nil

P
High to right
High to right

Central to right

Very low to right
High to right

Very high to left

Central to right
Ext. low, Sl to
left

Central

High to right
High central
Sl. high central

P
Central to right

Central to right

Central, . 5l to
right

Very low to right

Central

Ext. high

central
SI. high central

High to right

Ext. low central

Central
Central to right
High to right

Lk

I
Low to right
Low to right

Very high to right

Ext. low to left
Central to left

Central, Sl. to left

Central
High to right

Sl. high to left
TCentral
Central to left
Sl. high central

J
High to left
High to left
Central, SI. to left

Ext. high central
Central

Very high, Sl to

right
High central

Low to right

Ext. high central

Sl. high central
Low to left
Central to left
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GUIDE LINES TO THE
PK

a

RF. 10, 5. Nil

RF. 10, 7. Both letters re-cut. Side
line NE sq. thinner than on Plate 1A

RF. 10, 7. Hor. guide line above NE
sq. (very close)

Letter P with small loop. Letter K small
and blurred

Small vert. mark at top of NW sq. on the
left

Hor. Guide line letter sqs. and value

Left side very weak

No OF. Vert. guide line NE sq. Mark
on margin below P sq.

OF. 2. Vert. guide line NE sq. Traces
of hor. guide line letter sgs. and value

OF. 2. Re-entry NE and letter sgs,
also POSTAGE and value

RF. 7, NE sq. SE corner re-cut

b

No OF. Nil

C state 2

RF. 7, NE sq. Left line strengthened

PL

a

RF. 10, 5. Dot outside SE corner L sq.
Traces of hor. guide line letter sgs. and
value

RE. 10, 7. Same guide line. Dot if
present fainter. Bottom line P sq.
thinner

RF. 10, 7. Short hor. line and dot above
NE sq.

Top line NW sq. weak and broken at left
corner. P with small loop

Dot on left of L. Vert. line along left
margin

Small dot in SE corner of L sq.

Small dot above P

No OF. Scratches on lower margin

No OF. Faint vert. guide line NE sq.

Small dot below SE corner L sq.
RF. 7, NE sq. SE corner re-cut

b

OF.:2. Nil
OF. 2. Vert. guide line NE sq. (close)

C state 2
Left side stronger

RF. 7, NE sq. Left side strengthened

PENNY BLACK

P
Central to right
Central to right

Central

Central

Central to right
Low central
Ext. low central
High to left
Low to left

Ext. low central

Central

Sl low to left

P
Central

Central

Sl. low central

Sl low to right

Central, well to
right

Sl low to right

Sl high central
Central

Ext. high to left

Central

Low to left
Central

K

High to left
High to left
Low central
Central to right

Sl high to right
Central to right
Ext. low to left
High central i
Low to left

High, ext. far to

right 1
Ext. low to right

SL low to right

L
High central

High central

Central to left
High central
Central
Central, Sl. to
left

High central
Central to left
Central

Low central

Low central
Low to right

AA—TL

AV

| a

RE. 10,5, Letter O double and A
slightly blurred

RF. 10, 7. Q double. A not blurred

RF. 10, 7. Right side of Q faint

Outside lines of all squares except NW
weak y

Letter Q double. Left line extends
below. ? Right line extends below

Indistinct mark above T of POSTAGE.
Lower part of () may be faint

Side line NE sq. very weak, especially
below

No OF. Hor. guide line through NE PE
of ONE PENNY. Dot on left jnargin.
Scratches on lower margin

OF. 1. Vert. guide line NE sq. (wide)

OF. 2. Hor. guide line each letter sq.

OF. 2. Vert. guide line NE sq.

RF. 7, NE sq. Left line strengthened.
Top line NE sq. broken at left corner.
> Bottom line extends slightly to
right. SE corner re-cut

C state 2
Not seen in black. Red stamps show
letters fainter

QB

a

RF. 10, 5. Right side of Q faint or weak

RF. 10, 7. Qnormal. Faint mark below
B. Side line NE sq. thin

RF. 10, 7. Vert. guide line NE sq.
(close). Lower part of Q defective

Loop of Q blind

Top left corner NE sq. weak or broken

Left and right side lines weak at top

Left line very weak and ? extends
slightly below. Top and side lines NE
sq. weak

No OF. Traces of hor.
through value and B sq.

No OF. Vert. guide line NE sqg. (wide)

guide line

OF. 2. Hor. guide line Q sq. and value.
Top and side lines NE sq. weak

OF. 2. Top right of B faint. Letter Q
with short tail. ? Vert. guide line NE sq.

RF. 7, NE sq. Bottom line extends to
right. Left line strengthened. SE
corner re-cut

C state 2

Both sides stronger. Corners fainter

Q
High to right

High to right
Central
Sl. high to right

Central to right
High central
Very high central

High central

Central, - Sl.- ‘to
right
Central to left

High central
Central

Q
Very high central
Very high central
Ext. high
central
Central
Central
Central
Sl. high central

Central

High, Sl to
right

Low central

Ext. low to right

Very low central
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A

Low central

Low .central
Central to right
Central to right

Central

Central, Sl. to
right
High to right

Central

Central, ‘Sl to
left

Sl. high, Sl to
left

High central

Ext. high to right

B
Central
Central

Sl high, Sl to
right

Central to right

Central to right

Low central

High central

Sl. high to right

Central, Sl. to
left

High to left

High to right

Central to right
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GUIDE LINES TO THE PENNY BLACK

QcC

a
Right line extends below

Hor. guide line C sq. Diagonal line or
scratch left side of NW sq. Scratches
on left margin

Small dot below SE corner C sq.

No OF. Vert. guide line NE sq. (close)
OF. 1. Vert. guide line NE sq. (wide)

OF. 2. Vert. guide line NE sq.
line NE sq. weak

RF. 7, NE sq. Right line extends below.
below. SE corner re-cut

b

RF. 10, 5. Nil

RF. 10,'7. Side line NE sq. thin

RF. 10, 7. Rays in upper sgs. thicker
than usual. Side line Q sq. thin

Top line NW sq. double

? Side

OF. 2. Top and side lines NE sq. weak

C state 2

Recorded, but not seen in a second
state. Red stamps show no apparent
difference

QD

a

RF. 10, 5. Nil

RF. 10, 7. NE of ONE joined

RFE. 10, 7. Top and side lines NW sq.
very weak

Top line NE sq. broken at left corner.
Left side very weak

OF. 1. Vert. guide line NE sq. (wide)

OF. 2. Traces of hor. guide line value
and D sq.

RF. 7, NE sq. Blur at SW. corner. SE
corner re-cut

b

Scratches on lower margin
Nil

Nil
No OF. Nil
OF. 2. Scratches on top margin

C state 2
Both sides stronger

Q )
Central, well %o

right
SI. high to left
High, Sl to left

Central
Central

Central

High to right

High central
High central
Central to right

Quite high

central
Central to left

Q

' High to left

High to left
Central

Central, Sl to
left
Low central

Ext. high, ext.
far left

Quite high
central

Central
Central to right
Central to right
Central

Very high central

c
Central

Central to left

Very high, SI. to
left
Quite high to le
Central, Sl. to
left ]
High to left

Central, Sl. to
right

Low, SL to left
Low, Sl. to left
High central

High central

High central

D
High central
High central
High to right

High central

SL low, SL ‘tau
left b
Very high, well to
right -
High, well to right"

Central to right
Central, well to

right X
Central, well to

right R
Very high, Sl. to'8

right g

Low central

o

“SR0m ~No u»

AA—TL

QE

a

Top line NW sq. very thin :

Left line extends below. Dot on margin
near bottom of NE sq.

Faint vert. guide line NE sq.

Side line NE sq. practically missing

No OF. Vert. guide line NE sq. o

OF. 2. Blur on margin outside NW sq.
? Scratches lower margin

RF. 7, NE sq. Right side very ragged.
SE corner re-cut

b

RF. 10, 5. Nil A

RFE. 10, 7. Bottom line appears)some—
what thinner than on Plate 1A

RE 20, Nl

No OF. Nil
OF. 2. Scratches on top and lower
margins
C state 2
Diagonal lines in E sq. Side lines
stronger, especially the right
QF

a

RE 10,65 Nl

RF. 10, 7. Top left ray NW sq. short.
Top line NW sq. thin

Scratch along right of top margin. Side
line NE sq. very weak below

Dot at bottom of NW sq. Top line NW
sq. weak at right

Three or four dots at top of NE sq.
Scratch along lower margin

Top line NW sq. very thin

No OF. Traces of hor. guide line value.
Dot on margin between N and Y

OF. 1. Side line F sq. very thin

OF. 2. Vert. guide line NE and F sgs.

OF. 2. Letter Q with short tail

RF. 7, NE sg. SE corner re-cut

b

RFECI07.  Nil

C state 2

Diagonal lines in F sq.

Q

High central
Central, =Sl. . to

right
Central to left
High to right
Low to left
Central to right

Central to right

Very low central
Very low central

Central, Sl. to
right

Central

Ext. high to
right

Q
High central
High central

Central
Central to right
Sl. high to right

High to left
Central

Low, Sl. to right
High central
Low central
High central

Central
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E

High to left
High, ext. far to

left

Low central
Central to left
Central

Very low central

Low central

Quite low to right
Quite low to right

High to right

High central
Very low to left

F
High, Sl. to left
High, Sl. to left
High, SL to left
Central to left

Central

Sl. low central
Central

Central
Central
Central to right

Ext. high centre]

Central
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GUIDE LINES TO THE PENNY BLACK

QG

a

Dots outside SW corner Q sq. and below
SE corner () sq. Scratches on left
margin

Side line NE sq. weak below

OF. 1. Vert. guide line NE sq. Side line
G sq. thin

OF. 2. Bottom line extends slightly to

left. Traces of hor. guide line value

RF. 7, NE sq. Right line extends below.
SE corner recut

b

RFE. 10,5, Nil

RF. 10, 7. Top line NW sq. somewhat
thinner than on Plate 1A

RE. 10, 7., Nil

Nil

Nil

No OF. Nil

OF. 2. Nil

QH

a

RFE. 10, 4.+ Nil

RF. 10, 7. Crossbar of H slightly thin-
ner

RF. 10, 7. Vert. guide line H sq. (very
close)

Small mark above O of POSTAGE.
Letters of POSTAGE very close to top
line

Scratches on lower margin.
weak

OF. 1. Vert. guide line NE sq.

OF. 2. Blur and scratch outside NW
sq. ? Faint scratches lower margin
OF. 2. Bottom line extends slightly to

right. Squat H
RF. 7, NE sq. SE corner re-cut

b
Nil
Left side weak

Left side

No OF. Nil -

Q
Central to right

Central to left

Low, Sl to right

Central, well
left

Ext. high to
right

to

Low central
Low central

Ext. high central
High central
Central

Sl. low to right
Ext. low central

Q
Central
Central

Central

Central to right

Central to right

Ext. low to right
Low central

High central

Central to right

Central -

Sk high; 8L to
left

Central to left

., Very high, Sl. to

G
High to left

High central :
Very high to left

Central, SL to left

Very high to right

High to left
High to left

Ext. high central
High to left
High, ext. far
left 4
Quite high to left
Sl high to right ]

H
Low, Sl to left
Low, Sl. to left

High to right A

left
Central to left

High to left
Low central

Central to left

High central

Very high to right
SL. high, well toi
right 1
Sl high, Sl tolss
left :

o 0 0 ~ w N =
w >

o U

w

v n»n

AA—TL
Ql
a
RE. 10, 5. Nil A
RF. 10, 7. Bottom line of I sq. double
RF. 10, 7. Right line extends well
below

Left line extends slightly below. Top
left corner NW sq. weak
No OF. Re-entry both upper sgs., Q

sq. and value

OF. 1. Vert. guide line NE sq.
OF. 2. Top line NE sq. practically

missing and side line NE sq. very weak
OF. 2. Vert. guide line NE sq. (close).

Bottom line extends to right. Tall I
RF. 7, NE sq. Top line NE sq. weak at

right. SE corner re-cut. Tall I

b

Nil
Nil
Nil

Q)

a

RE.-10, 5. Nil

RF. 10, 7. Letter J re-cut. Trace of 10
o’clock ray '

Side line NE sq. and right frame line
weak and thin y

Re-entry upper sqs. and lower margin

No OF. Hor. guide line Q sq. :

OF. 1. Vert. guide line NE sq. (wide)

OF. 2. Letter ] with square foot and
small faint mark on its right. ? Faint
vert. guide line NE sq.

RF. 7, NE sq. SE cornerre-cut. Letter
J with square foot

b

RF. 10, 7. Nil

Line on margin above NW sq. to P of
POSTAGE

Scratch on lower margin below Y of
PENNY

OF. 2. Foot of ] inclined to be slightly
square .

Q
Central

Central

Low to right
Central

Central to right

Low central
High central

Low to right

Central to right

High to left
Central
High to left

Q

Central
Central

Central to right
High to left
Central to right
Ext. low central

Low central

Ext. high, Sl. tc
left

Low to right
Central

Central, Sl. to
left

Central

203

|
Low central
Low central
Very high, Sl. to
right
High to left

Central

SI. high to right
Very low central

Central to right

High to right

Central
Very low to left
Central to left

¢

‘

J
High central
High central

Sl. high central

Low central

High central

Very high, SL to
left

Low to right

High central

Ext. high to
right
Sl high central

High central

Sl. low, Sl to

left
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GUIDE LINES TO THE PENNY ‘BLACK

QK
a
RF. 10, 5. Nil
NE 10, 7. FYop 'line -NE #q. nawich

weaker than on Plate 1A

Trace of hor. guide line E of POSTAGE
and NE sq. Side line NE sq. weak
below

Vert. guide line NE sq. and ? traces of
hor. guide line value. Scratches on
lower margin

Re-entry upper sqs. and POSTAGE and
also slightly K sq.

OF. 1. Vert. guide line NE sq. (very
close)

OF. 2. Bottom line extends to right.
Top and side lines NE sq. thin

RFE. 7, NE sq. SE corner re-cut

b

RF. 10, 7. Mark of re-entry on cross-
piece of T of POSTAGE (not constant)

Letter K somewhat narrow

No OF. Traces of hor. guide line value.
Scratches top margin

OF. 2., Nil

QL

a

RF. 10, 5. Dot outside SE corner L sq.

RF. 10, 7. ‘Slight mark of re-entry NE
sq. Same dot smaller and fainter

RF. 10, 7. Short hor. mark and one or
two dots above NE corner. Bottom
line Q sq. thin

Very small dot in SE corner of L sq.

Mark or line on margin above GE of
POSTAGE

Right line extends below

Small mark in circle of Q on the left.
Small dot below L sq.

No OF. Dot in SE corner of L sq.

No OF. Rightline extends below. Vert.
line up from top margin between O
and S of POSTAGE

RF. 7, NE sq. Foot of L short on left.
Left line strengthened. SE corner
re-cut

b
OF. 2. Nil
OF. 2. Nil

C state 2

Q
Low to left
Low to left

High to right
Central

Central to left
Low central
High central

High Sl to left

Low central

High to left
Central

Quite high, SI.

Both sides stronger. Corners re-cut

to right

Q
Central
Central
Low to right
Low, SI. to right

Central

Low to right
High to left

Central
Ext. low central

Central

Very high to left
Central to right

High to right
High to right

SL. high to rj
A
Central

Central
Central
Low to left

High central

Very low central ]

Central to left
Central

.

High to right A8

e
Quite high to le
Very high, Sl to
right ‘
High central

Sl high central
Central to left

Low to left 7
Central to left

Sl high to left
High central

Ext. low central

Quite high central

Central to right

1A
1B

oUW

AA—TL

RA

a
RE. 10, 5. Letter R may be blurred
(not constant)

RE. 10, 7. No blur. Side line NE sq.
weak i
RFE. 10, 7. Vert. stroke R faint. Hor.

guide line above NE and ? NW sds.
Vert. line right margin

Letter A blind. Hor. guide line NW sq.

Hor. guide line value and 2. sq.

Left line extends below. Dot on P of
POSTAGE. Scratches on left and
? lower margins

No OF. Scratch below NN of PENNY.
Hor. guide line A sq: and ? NE sq.
(close) .

No OF. Vert. guide line NE sq. (wide).
Bottom line extends to right

OF. 2. Vert. guide line NE sq. (wide)

OF. 2. TFaint vert. guide line NE sq.
(wide). Letter R with long tail

RF. 7, NE sq. Slight marks of re-entry
on B PEN of ONE PENNY. SE
corner re-cut. Left line strengthened

Nil

C state 2
Letters fainter

RB

a

RF. 10, 5. Nil

RF. 10, 7. Side line NE sq. practically
missing  Vent.

RF. 10, 7. Hot. guide line’NE and B
sqs. Hor. guide line top of NW sq.
Letter B faint on right below

Bottom line of R sq. thin

Bottom line of R sq. thicker

Left line very ragged

Top line NW sq. very weak

No OF. Vert. guide line NE sq. Bottom
line extends to right

OF. 1. Vert. guide line NE sq.

RF. 7, NE sq. Second vert. stroke of
second N of PENNY longer than on
first N. SE corner re-cut

b

OF. 2.. Nil 3
OF. 2. Letter R with long tail. Nil

C state 2

R
High to right

High to right

Low to right

Low to left
Low to right
Low to right

Central
Central

Central

Central

Very high to
right

Central to right

Central toright /1

R
Central to right
Central to right

Central

High central

Sl low; Sl 'to
right

Low central

Central

Central to right

Central
High to right

Very low to left
High to right

Not seen in black. Red stamps have
upper corners re-cut. Letters fainter
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A
Central

Central
Central
Central

Central
SI. high central

Central
Central
Central

Central
Central

'High central

Central to right

B
Central
Central

Very high to right
Central to right
Central to right
Sl1. high central
Central

High, Sl to right

Central, Sl. to left
Very high central

Central, Sl. to left
High central
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GUIDE LINES TO THE PENNY BLACK

RC

a

RF. 10, 5. Nil

RF. 10, 7. Trace of 10 o’clock ray

Top line NW sq. practically missing

Short stroke on lower segment of NW
sq. Traces of hor. guide line on value

Vert. guide line NE sq. (wide). Right
line extends slightly below

No OF. Small blur or mark on left of C

OF. 1. Vert. guide line NE sq.

OF. 2. Hor. guide line value and C sq.
Left line extends below. Scratches on
lower margin

OF. 21 Dot in middle of C. R with long
tai

RF. 7, NE sq. Bottom line extends to
right. SE corner re-cut

b

Wb 100 ‘Nl
Nil

RD

a
RF. 10, 5. Bottom line of R sq. thick

RF. 10, 7. Bottom line of R sq. much
thinner
RF. 10, 7. Hor. guide line above NE

sq. Right line extends below

Small dot on right margin just below
middle of D sq.

Hor. line under D, sloping downwards
to right

OF. 1. Vert. guide line NE sq. (wide)

OF. 2. Faint scratches letter sqs., mar-
gins and some of letters of value

RF. 7, NE sq. Letter D double below.
SE corner re-cut

b

Nil
Left side weak, especially top half

No OF. Nil
OF. 2. Trace of hor. guide line value.
R with long tail

C state 2

No evidence of repair, only signs of
burnishing

R
Sl low to right
Sl low to right
Central
Central

Central to right

Low to right

Very low, ext.
far to left
Quite high, SL

to right

Central to right

Very high, Sl. to
right

High to right
Central to right

R
Central to right
Central to right

Central
Central to right
Central to right

Low central
Low central

Central, well to
right

Ext. high to
right

Central, Sl. to
right

Central to right

High central

C

Central, Sl. to left
Central, Sl to left
Central to left
High to left

Very low to left i

Central to left

Very ‘high to rig] ht

Central to left

Central

Low to left
Central to left

D
Central to left
Central to left
Sl high to right
Central to right
High central

Central

High, SI. to right =

Sl high, ext. far

to right

Low, Sl. to right
High, central

Central
High central

AA—TL

RE

a
RE 1D, 5. Nil

RF. 10, 7. N and E of ONE joined.
Side line NE sq. thin

RF. 10, 7. Hor. line above each letter
sq.

Lef(tl side very weak

Hor. guide line E sq. and ? traces
through value. Left side weak

Left side very weak and also side line
of NW sq.

No OF. Blur in NW sq.

OF. 1. Vert. guide line NE sq.

OF. 2. Vert. guide line NE sq.J(close).
Left line extends below

RF. 7, NE sq. Left line strengthened.
SE corner re-cut

b

Top line NE sq. thin )
OF. 2. Letter R with long tail. Nil

C state 2
? One or more

Both sides stronger.
corners re-cut

RF

a

RF. 10, 5. Nil

RF. 10, 7. Faint vert. line on left of R

RF. 10, 7. R sq. re-cut. Left line of sq.
double. Small mark top right of F sq.

Top line NW sq. thin and weak at left
corner

Both side lines extend below

Top line NE sq. weak. ? Scratches in
NW sq.

Vert. line or scratch from left of R to
bottom line. Scratches at top of NW
sq. Small faint dot on right of F

No OF. Vert. guide line NE sq. (close)

OF. 1. Vert. guide line NE sq. (wide)

OF. 2. Vert. guide line NE sq (close)

OF. 2. Vert. guide line NE sq. Letter
R with long tail

RF. 7, NE sq. Hor. guide line at top of
NE sq. SE corner re-cut. Bottom

line slightly double

R

Quite high
central

Quite high
central

High, well to
right

Central

Very low to right

Central

Central
Central
Central to left

Central, well to

right

High to right
Very high to
right

R
High to right
High to right
Central

High to right

Sl. low to right
High to right

Central

Central to right
Sl high to left
Sl. low to left
High central

Low to right
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E
Sl. low to right

Gl. low well to
right
Central to right

High, Sl. to right
Sl. high to left

Central
High central
Sl. high central

Low central

Central

Quite high central
High to left

E
Very high to left
Very high to left
Central

Central to right

Central
Low central

Central to left

Central to left
Central to left
Low to left
Central

Very low to left
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GUIDE LINES TO THE PENNY BLACK

RG
a
RF. 10, 5. Nil
RF. 10, 7. Left line extends below.

Bottom line R sq. thinner than on
Plate 1A

RF. 10, 7. Right line extends above.
? Top line extends to right. ? Vert.
guide line SE sq.

Top serif of R double

Large dot on margin just above SW
corner of R sq.

Faint scratches left margin, NE and
letter sqs. Left side very weak

No OF. Faint scratches feft, top, and
? lower margins

OF. 1. Vert. guide line NE sq. Line on
margin below E of PENNY

OF. 2. Vert. guide line NE sq. Letter
R with long tail

RFE. 7, NE sq. Blur outside SW corner.
Top left corner NW sq. broken.
Bottom line slightly double and
? extends to left. SE corner re-cut

b

Nil

OF. 2. Traces of hor. guide line value.
Vert. guide line NW sq.

RH

a

RF. 10, 5. Right line extends below

RF. 10, 7. No extension
RF. 10, 7.

above
Right line extends below

Right line extends well

Vert. guide line NE sq. (close)

Vert. scratches in R sq. and scratches on
margin below

No OF. Vert. guide line NE sq.

RF. 7, NE sq. SE cornerre-cut. ? Faint
vert. guide line NE sq.

b

R
High to right
High to right

Central to right

Central to right

Very high to
right

Central

Central to right

Central to left

Central to right

Very low central

High central
High to left

Nil

OF. 1. Nil

OF. 2 Nl

OF. 2. Squat H. Letter R with long
tail. Nil

R
Central

Central
Central to right

SL. high, Sl to
right

Central

Central

Central to right
Central to right

High to right
Sl low to left
Low to left
Central

G
High to left
High to left

Central to left

to left

left
SI. low to left

High to right
Central

High central

High to left
High central

H
Central, Sl. to
left
Central, Sl. to
left

Quite high to right

Very high, well to
left

Central to left A 1
Very high to right

High, Sl. to left
High central

Central
High to right
Central
Central to left

Very high centraﬂ
Central, ext. far @

Very high, Sl to" .

2

o s

O W

0 W

AA—TL

Rl

| a
1A
B

RF. 10, 5. Top left serif of I slightly
double
RE. 10, 7.
Re-cut
RF. 10, 7. Thin line extends upwards
from NE corner. ? Guide line or
7 extension. ? Faint vert. guide line

in I sq. (close)
Right line extends below
Vert. guide line NE sq. (close)
Vert. guide line NE sq. Dot on top
margin above NE sq. Dot also on top
margin to right of NW sq. A
No OF. Bottom line extends to right.
Scratches in NE sq.

OF. 1. Vert. guide line NE sq. (close)

OF. 2. Re-entry NE sq. and slight
marks on value and I sq. R with long
tail. Tall T

RF. 7, NE sq. SE corner re-cut. I sq.
broken at SE corner. Tall I

b
Nil
OF. 2. Side line NE sq. thin

Letter I taller and thinner.

R)

a

RE. 10: 5. Nil

RF. 10, 7. Letter J re-cut. Hor. guide
line R sq. Top line NW sq. thinner
than on Plate 1A

RF. 10, 7. Thin line extends up from
NE sq. ? Guide line or ? extension.
? Vert. guide line in J sq.

Small blurred stroke to left of J

Traces of hor. guide line value. Right
line extends below and bottom line
very slightly to left

Dot on right side of O of POSTAGE.
Dot on margin level with bottom of
NE sq. Top line NE sq. broken at
left corner

No OF. Vert. guide line NE sq. (close)

OF. 1. Diagonal scratch through R.
? Vert. guide line NE sq.

OF. 2. Letter ] with square foot and
small mark on the right

RF. 7, NE sg. SE corner re-cut. Foot
of ] square

b

Bottom line R sq. thin
OF. 2. Foot of J slightly square

(e}

R
Low central

Low central

Central to right

Central

Central

Central

Central to right

Central

Quite high to
right

Central

Sl. low central
Very high to left

Central
Central

High to right

Central to right
Low, Sl to right

Central to right
Low to left

Central

High to right

Central to right

Low to left

Very low to right
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1
Very low to right

Very low to right

Central to right

High central

Central to left

Central, Sl to
left

Central, Sl. to
left

Central
Ext. high to right

Central to right

Very low to left
Low central

J
High central
High central

Very low central

High central
Sl. low central

Central, Sl to
left

Central to right
Central
Central

High central

High central

Sl. low central
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GUIDE LINES TO THE PENNY BLACK

RK

a

RF. 10, 5. Nil

RF. 10, 7. Letter K re-cut. Small mark
below O of ONE and on left of K.
Hor. line very close to frame line
under Y of PENNY

RF. 10, 7. Hor. guide line above NE
sq. SE corner K sq. weak. PE .ery
close to bottom line :

Trace of hor. guide line value and K sq.
Right line extends below

Trace of hor. guide line value. Mark or
scratch above NW sq.

No OF. Faint vert. guide line NE sq.
(very close)

OF. 1. Vert. guide line NE sq. (close)

OF. 2. Re-entry lower margin. Letter
R with long tail

RF. 7, NE sq. Top and side lines NE
sq. weak. SE corner re-cut

b
Nil
Left side weak

OF. 2.- Nil

RL

a

RF. 5. Small dot touching SE corner L
sq. Lower serif of L long on the left
RE. 7. Same dot (fainter). Serif of L
long. Bottom line R sq. thinner than
on Plate 1A

RF. 10, 7. R defective below on left.
Hor. line above NE sq. Vert. stroke
below L sq.

Bottom line extends slightly to left

Faint dot to right of L

Small dot below SE corner of L sq, Left
side weak

Dot in SE corner of L sq.

No OF. Right line extends below and
bottom line to right

OF. 1. Marks of re-entry NE sq. and
value and especially on NN of
PENNY. Bottom line extends to
right or ? dot on SE corner

OF. 2. Bottom line extends very
slightly to left ¥
OF. 2. Re-entry lower margin. Vert.
mark ? re-entry NW sq. Letter R

with long tail
RF. 7, NE sq. Tail of R bifurcated.
? Double. Dot below SE corner. Foot

R
High to right
High to right

Central to right

Central
Central
Central to right

Central to left
Central to right

High central

High central

Sl. low, Sl to
left

High to left

R
High central

High central
Central to right

Central to right
Central to right
Central

Low central
Central to right

Sl. low central

High to left

High central

Central to right

of L short on the left. SE corner re-cut

K
High central
High central

Central

Central

left
Central

Central

Central to left

Central

L
SIL high to left

SI. high to left

High to left

High, Sl. to left
Central to left
Low to left

Central, well to

left
Central to left

High to left

Ext. high to le
Very low central

Very low to right

Central to right

Central, Sl. tois

SL high to right .

Very high to righ

| RE. 10, 5.
:@% RF. 10, 7. Bottom line A sq. double.

L]

| RF. 10, 7.

AA—TL

SA

a
Nil

? Hor. guide line A sq.

Re-entry each top and A
sqs. Right line extends well above.
Hor. guide line above NE sq. ‘

Bottom line NE sq. extends into margin

Scratch on margin below ONE and P of
ONE PENNY ;

Re-entry each top square. Bottom line
extends to right

No OF. Vert. guide line NE sq. (close)

OF. 1. Vert. guide line NE sq. Bottom
line extends to right i

OF. 2. Bottom line extends to right

OF. 2. Vert. guide line NE sq. (wide)

RF. 7, NE sq. Small marks of re-entry
in left of NE sq. and S of POSTAGE.
Bottom line double and extends to
right. SE corner re-cut

b

Top and side lines NE sq. thin

C state 2
Top line re-cut. Red stamp shows letters
fainter and outline of NE sq. nearly

burnished away

SB

a

RF. 10,6.. Nil

RF. 10, 7. PE of PENNY practically
touch bottom line

RF. 10, 7. Right line extends well above.
Traces of hor. guide line on top margin

Vert. guide line NE sq.

No OF. Traces of hor. guide line through
Y of PENNY and B sq. Marks below
NNY of PENNY

No OF. Vert. guide line NE sq. ? Bot-
tom line extends to right

OF. 2. Faint line or scratch below Y
of PENNY ]

OF. 2. Vert. guide line NE sq. (wide).
? Top line NW sq. defective

RF. 7, NE sq. Small mark of re-entry
on left of NE sq. and on S of POST-
AGE. SE corner re-cut

b

Nil

Top line NW sq. thin ;
Top line and side line NE sq. thin

C state 2

Notseeninblack. Redstamplettersfainter

S
High central
High central

High, SI to right
Central

High to right
High to left

High to right
High to left

Central

High central
Central Y\

Very low to left

S
High central
High central

High to right

High, Sl to left

Central, Sl. to
left

High to left

Central

Central

Ext. low, well to
left

Central

High, Sl. to right
High, Sl to left

Low central
Low central

Central
Central
Central
Central, Sl. to
right
High to left
Central
Central

Central
Low to right

Central

B
Central to right
Central to right

Central to right
Central

High, Sl to right
Central to right
Low, Sl. to left
High to right

Low to right

Central, well to
right

Central to right

Low central
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GUIDE LINES TO THE
a SC
RF. 10, 5. Nil
RF. 10, 7. Scratch through- PO of

POSTAGE

RF. 10, 7. Hor. guide line top margin
(very close). Vert. stroke below
corner of C sq.

Bottom line extends slightly to left.
? Left line extends below

Re-entry NE sq.

Vert. guide line NE sq. (close) and NW
sq. (close). Right line extends slightly
below. Scratches on top margin

Left line extends slightly below. Dot on
right margin

OF. 1. Vert. guide line NE sq. Hor.
guide line C sq.

OF. 2. Faint scratches on top and right
margins

OF. 2. Vert. guide line NE sq. Traces
of hor. guide line value and C sq.

RF.7, NE sq. Small mark of re-entry on
left of NE sq. and on S of POSTAGE.
Slightly to right. Right line extends
below. SE corner re-cut

b

No OF. Scratches on right margin

C state 2

Not seen in black. Red stamp shows
right side stronger

a SD

RF. 10, 5. Nil

RF. 10, 7. PE of PENNY nearly touch
bottom line. Side line S sq. weak below

RF. 10, 7. Vert. guide line D sq. Hor.
guide line top margin. Right line
extends well above

Left line extends slightly below

Re-entry NW and S sgs. and also letters
of value

Traces of hor. guide line through value

OF. 1. Vert. guide line NE sq.

OF. 2. Traces of hor. guide line NY and D
sq. Faint scratches top and left margins

OF. 2. Right line extends very slightly
below

RF. 7, NE sq. Small mark of re-entry
in left of NE sq. Top of letter D
double. SE corner re-cut

b

Faint scratches NE sq. and on left margin
No OF. Nil

C state 2

Not seen in black. Red stamp letter D
fainter

Not seen but recorded as in a second
state with both side lines strengthened

PENNY BLACK

S
Sl. low to right
Sl. low to right

High central

High, SI. to right
Very high to left
Very high central
High central

SL. high to left

Central, well to

left
Central

Central, Sl. to
right

Central

S
SI. high central
SL. high central

Central to right
Low central
High central
High to right
High, well to left
High central
Central to left

Very high to
right

Central
High, SI. to right

C

Low, Sl. to left
Low, Sl. to left

SL. high to Jeft

High to left
High central
Low to left
Central
High to left
Ext. high centra
High to left

Very low to left

Central to left

D
High to right
High to right

Sl. high central

High to right
Low to right

Central, Sl. toright

Central to right
Central to right

Central to right

SlL. high, ext. far
to right

High to right
High to right

AA—TL

SE

a
RF. 10,6, "Nil

RF.10,7. E of PENNY practically
touches bottom line

RF. 10, 7. Vert. guide line NE sq. and
above. Hor. guide line top margin

Scratches on right margin

Bottom line extends to right and left.
Right line extends below

Bottom line extends to right.
guide line value

OF. 1. Bottom line extendislightly to
left

OF. 2. Strong hor. guide line S sq. and
value. Bottom line extends slightly to
right

RF. 7, NE sqg. Small mark of re-entry
on left of NE sq. SE corner re-cut.
Top and side lines NE corner weak

b

Nil

No OF. Nil
OF. 2. Nil

? Hor.

C state 2

Not seen in black. Red stamp NE sq.
re-cut

Both sides stronger. One or more corners

re-cut

SF
a
RE.10, 6. 'Nil
RF. 10, 7. Lower half of side line NE
sq. missing
RF. 10, 7. Hor. guide line above NE sq.

Scratches on lower margin

Side line NE sq. very weak

RF. 7, NE sq. Small mark of re-entry
on left of NE sq. Lines of NE sq.
weak. Bottom line double

b

Nil

Nil

No OF. Nil

No OF. Mark on margin below N of
ONE

OF.:2.. Nil

OF. 2. Hor. guide line value

S
Central

Central
High central

Central, Sl. to
left
Central /1

Central to right
High to left 7
High central /1

Central to right

High central
High central
Low, SL to left

S
High central
High central

Central to left
High to left
High central
High to right

High central
High central
High, SL to left
Low, Sl. to left

Central
Central, Sl. to

right \y
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E
Central, well to
right
Central, well to
right
High to right

Central, well to
right

Central, Sl. to
left

Central to left

Central

High central

Low, Sl. to left

High central
High central
Central to left

E
Sl. high central
Sl. high central

Central to right
Central to right
Central to left
High to right

Very high central
Ext. low to left
Central

Central

Very low to left
Central
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GUIDE LINES TO THE

SG

a

RF. 10, 5. Nil

RF. 10, 7. Top line NW sq. weak on
the left

RF. 10, 7. Hor. guide line top of NW
sq. (close). Dot below SE corner G
sq. Side line NE sq. double

Faint scratches on right and left margins

Dot in SW corner G sq. Scratches on
margin below NNY

OF. 1. Blur outside NW sq. Faint
scratches on lower margin

OF. 2. Vert. guide line NE sq. ? Bot-
tom line extends very slightly to left

RF. 7, NE sq. Small mark of re-entry
in left of NE sq. SE corner re-cut.
Lines of NE corner weak

b

Nil

Nil
No OF. Nil

OF. 2. Traces of hor. guide line through
value and G sq.

SH

a

RE. 10, 5. Nil

RF. 10, 7. Crossbar of H thinner. Side
line NE sq. weak

RF. 10, 7. Hor. guide line above NW
sq.

Upper part of left side very weak

No OF. Right line extends slightly
below. Hor. guide line through Y.
Mark above S of POSTAGE

RF. 7, NE sq. Small mark of re-entry
in left of NE sq. SE corner re-cut

b

Nil

Nil

Trace of vert. guide line in each upper sq.
No OF. Nil

OF. 2. Nil

PENNY BLACK

S
High central
High central

Very high
central

Very high
central

Very high
central

Sl high to left

Low, SL to right

Central. - Sl to
right

Central, Sl. to
right

High central

Ext. low to left

OF. 2. Squat H. Nil

Low to left /1

S
Low to left
Low to left

High to right

High to left 7
High central

Central

High central
High central
High central
High to left
High to left
Central

G
High central
High central

Ext. high cent

to left
High central

Low to left

Central

High to left

High, Sl. to left

High, ext. far
left

Low central

H
Low to left
Low to left

Central /1

Central /
High to left 71

Very high to right
N

High to right
High to left
Central

High central
Central to left
Low central “\

SL. high, ext. far

High, Sl. to leffs

o b

w o~

W N O W

AA—TL

Sl
| a

|A| RF. 10, 5. Thin line through OS of

POSTAGE
RF. 10, 7. Same line through 08
Right side weaker than on Plate 1A
RE. 10, 7. Vert. guide line in I sq.

Side line NE sq. very weak

GE of POSTAGE practically touching
top line. Top line NE sq. very weak

OF. 2. Traces of hor. guide line through
letter sqs. and value

OF. 2. Re-entry NE sq., letter sgs. and
value. Tall I

RE. 7, NE sq. Small mark of re-entry
on left of NE sq. SE corner re-cut.
Bottom line double. Tall 1

b

Side line NE sq. thin

Faint line on margin below O of ONE

| No OF. Nil
No OF. Left side weak

S)

a

| RE. 10, 5. Nil

| RF. 10, 7. Trace of 10 o’clock ray
RE. 10, 7. Thin line extends up from
NE corner. ? Guide line or extension

Diagonal scratch in J sq. on the right

OF. 1. Bottom line of NE sq. extends
into margin

OF. 2. Letter ] with square foot and
small mark on the right

RF. 7, NE sq. Small mark of re-entry
on left of NE sq. SE corner re-cut.
Letter J with square foot

b

Trace of vert. guide line NE sq. (very
close)

Side line NE sq. weak

Nil

No OF. Nil

OF. 2. Nil

S
Central to left

Ceéntral to left

High, Sl to
right

Central

Central, SL. to
right

Quite high, well
to left
Very low central

Low, Sl. to right

High to left

High, well to
right /1

High, S to left

High to left

S
Central
Central
High, Sl to
right
Ext. low central
High to left

Very low central

Low central

High, Sl to
right

High to left

High central

High to left

Sl. low, Sl to
right
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t Low central

Low central
Central to right

High central
Low to left

Very high central
Ext. high to right

Sl. low, Sl to
right

Sl. low, Sl to
left
Sl. low central

Central

Central to right

J
High central
High central
Very high central

Central to left
Sl. high central

Low central

Quite low to left

High central

Very high, Sl to
left

Central, well to
left

Central, Sl to
left

Quite low to left
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GUIDE LINES TO THE PENNY BLACK

SK
a
RF. 10, 5. Nil
RF. 10, 7. Letter K re-cut
RF. 10, 7. Hor. guide line above each
upper sq.

N and E of ONE joined

Top line NE sq. very thin and broken at
left corner

Left side,very weak. Side line NE sq.
broken below

Small mark above NW sq.

RF. 7, NE sq. Small mark re-entry
NE sq. Bottom line double. Side lines
NE sq. weak. SE corner re-cut

b
No OF. Nil
OF. 1. Nil

OF. 2. Faint scratches below K sq.
OF. 2. Nil

SL

a

RF. 5. Bottom line double

RF. 7. Ssq.re-cut. SW corner of S sq.
broken

RF. 10, 7. Hor. line above and vert.
line at side of NE sq. which cross at
NE corner. Dot outside SE corner L

sq.

N and E of ONE nearly joined

No OF. Dot touching side line of L sq.
just above SE corner

No OF. Dot touching bottom line of L
sq. at SE corner

OF. 2. Dot below SE corner of L sq.
Foot of L long on left

OF. 2. Small faint dot below SE corner
of L sq. ? Hor. guide line in L sq.

RF. 7, NE sq. Small mark of re-entry
NE sq. SE corner re-cut

b

Nil

Nil

Nil

C state 2

Not.seen but .recorded in second state
with side lines stronger
Recorded in a second state

S
High central
High central
High central

Central to right

Ext. high, SI. to
left

High central

High, Sl to
right
Low, SI. to right

High to left

Quite high to left
Quite low to left
Central to left

S

Sl. low central
Sl. low central

High to right

Central

Quite high, Sl
to left

Central, Sl. to
right

Very low well to
left

Very high central

High to right

Ext. high
central

Quite high
central

High, Sl to
right

K
High to left
High to left
High central

Central to left
Central

Very low to left
Central to left

High central

Sl. low, Sl. to
left

Central to left

Sl. low to left

Central to left

L
High to left
High to left

High to left 7

Sl. high central
Central to left

Central
Central to left
Low central

Central to right

Central to left

Very low, well to
left
Central

s

1A
1B

0 oo bW

AA—TL

a TA

RF. 10, 5. Bottom line extends slightly

to right. Dot below SW corner T sq.
Same extension. Same dot but fainter
RF. 10, 7. Vert. guide line NE sq.

(close) and ? extending above. ? Hor.
guide line top of NW sq. Dot outside
SW corner T sq. Dot at bottom of A
sq. Top line NW sq. very weak

Bottom line extends to left

Hor. guide line T sq.

Vert. guide line NE sq. Scratchesin T sq.

OF. 1. Re-entry both upper sgs. and
lower margin

OF. 2. Vert. guide line NE and A sgs.
Bottom line extends slightly to right.
Dot in SE corner A sq.

OF. 2. Re-entry NEsq.and value. SquatT

RF. 7, NE sq. Bottom line double. SE
corner re-cut. Squat T

b

Vert. guide line NE sq.

No OF. Nil

C state 2

Both sides stronger. Contents of all
corners fainter. Burr line left side.
Double bottom.

Both sides stronger, " especially the right

a TB

RF. 10, 5.; Nil .

RF. 10, 7. Bottom line of B sq. thinner
than on Plate 1A

OF. 1. Vert. guide line NE sq. (close).
Bottom line extends to right

OF. 2. Letter T slightly double below.
Vert. guide line NE sq. (close)

OF. 2. Vert. guide line NE sq. (wide).
Squat T

RF. 7, NE sq. One or two dots on bot-
tom line B sq. Line encroaches below
ONE. ? Re-entry. SE corner re-cut.
Squat T

RF. 10, 7. Bottom lines of letter sgs. thin
Bottom lines of letter sgs. thin

Nil

Nil

May be scratches in letter sqgs.

No OF. Nil

C state 2

Heavily burnished. ? Both sides stronger.
Letter B faint

Both sides stronger. Scratches on left of
T. One or more corners re-cut. Con-
tents fainter. Redstamp (? third state)

shows B nearly obliterated. SE and
NE corners re-cut

T
Central

Central
Central to left

High to right
Central to right
Central to left
Very high to left

High central

Low to left
Low to right Y\

Central, well to
right /i

Sl. low, well to
right

T
High to right
High to right

Sl. high to left
Central to left
Low central

Central to right

Central to left

High to right

High to right

Central to right

Low, well toright

Central, well to
right
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A
Central

Central
High, Sl. to right

Central

Central

Central

Sl. low, Sl. to
right

Sl. high central

High central
High to right %\ .

Central to left

High to left

Low, Sl. to right
Low, Sl to right

Central
High central
High central

High central

High to right
S1. high to right
Central to right
Central

Sl. low central
High to right
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' RF. 7, NE sq. Re-entry NW and T sgs.

GUIDE LINES TO THE

TC

a

RE. 10, 5. Nil

RF. 10, 7. Trace of 10 o’clock ray

RF. 10, 7. Right line extends above.

Small dot below SE corner of C sq.

Hor. guide line NW sq. close to top.
? Bottom line double

Left line extends below

Top line NW sq. weak on right.
line NE sq. weak on left

Vert. guide line NE sq.

No OF. Traces of hor. guide line value
and C sq.

OF. 1. Vert. guide line NE sq. Two
dots SE corner C sq. Dot in T sq. on
the left

OF. 2. Dot- below SE corner C sq.
? Vert. guide line NE sq.

OF. 2. Vert. guide line NE sq. (wide).
Dot below SE corner C sq. Squat T

RE. 7, NE sg.  Re-entry NE sq. and
lower margin SE corner re-cut. Squat
E

Top

C state 2
Not seen in black.

Red stamps show
letter C faint

Both sides stronger, especially the right

TD

a

RE. 10,5. Nil

RF. 10, 7. Right side weak at top. Side
line NE sq. broken below

RF. 10, 7. Vert. guide line D sq. Right
line extends above

Hor. guide line NE sq. Lower half of
NE sq. side line missing

Small mark on left side of D sq., also
small mark top left of T sq.

No OF. Hor. guide line T sq.

OF. 1. Vert. guide line NE sq. Dot on
left of T and also in SE corner D sq.

OF. 2. Vert. guide line NE sq.
and also value. SE corner re-cut.

Squat T

b

Nil

Left side weak

OF. 2. Squat.T. Nil

C state 2

Not seen in black. Red stamp shows all
corners faint

One or both sides stronger

PENNY BLACK

T
Low to left
Low to left

Sl low to right
High central

High central
Central to right

Low, Sl. to right
Low, Sl to right

Central to left

High central
Very low to right

High to right

i
Central to left

Central to left
Central to right

High central
High to right

Central to right
Very low central

High to left

Central to right
Low to left
Low central

C
High to left
High to left
Sl. low to left
Central

Sl. high central

Very high central %

Low to left
Central to left

Sl. high, SL to

left
High, Sl. to left
High, Sl. to left

Low central

D
High central

High central
Central

Central, Sl. to
right

Very high to
right

Central

Central

SL. high to right

Central
High to right
High central

o ~ o w Hw | M)
w >

o ou w

AA—TL

TE

a

RF. 10, 5. Nil

RF. 10, 7. Right line weak towards top
RF. 10, 7. Dot below SE corner E sq.

Vert. line or scratch in E sq.
Foot of E extends to left side of square.
Faint traces hor. guide line value and E
sq. ’
Bottom line extends to right

Pointed stroke piercing top right corner
E sq. Side line NE sq. weak below
No OF. Two dots on top margin to left

of NE sq.

OF. 1. Vert. guide line NE sq. Two
dots in SE corner E sq.

RF. 7, NE sq. Left line strengthened.
Two very small dots below E sq.,
joined by a very faint line. Squat
T

b

OF. 2. Nil
OF. 2. SquatT. Nil

C state 2
Both sides, especially the right, stronger.

Corners re-cut, contents fainter

TF

a

RF. 10, 7. Vert. guide line NE sq. and
extending above. Two dots below F
sq. joined by a thin line

Dot on bottom line F sq. Small dot just
below F sq. Top left serif T weak

Dot touching SE corner F sq.

Left side very weak. Top line NW sq.
thin

OF. 1. Faint vert. guide line NE sq.
(close). Right line extends slightly
below

OF. 2. Vert. guide line NE sq. (wide).
Small dot in SE corner F sq. Squat T

RF. 7, NE sg. Small dot in SE corner
F sq. SE corner re-cut. Squat T

b

RF. 10,5, - Nil
RF. 10, 7. Nil
Nil

No OF. Nil
OF. 2. Nl

C state 2
Both sides stronger.
Contents fainter

Corners re-cut.

T
Sl low, Sl. toright
Low, Sl. to right
Sl. low to left

Sl. high to right
Central

Central, well to
right

Central, well to
right

Central, Sl to
right

Central, Sl 1o
right

High to right

Central, SI. to left
Central to right

T
Central to left

High to right

Central

Central, ext. far
to right

High to left

Ext. low central

Central to right

Central to right

Central to right

Sl. high, Sl to
right

Central to right

Low central

Low, well to right
Low, well to right
High, Sl. to left

High central

High, ext. far to
right

Low to left

Sl high to left
Sl high, Sl to
left

Central

Low central

Central
High, Sl. to right

F
Central

Sl. high central

Central to left

Sl. low, well to
left

Central

Ext. high to left

High central

High to left
High to left
Sl1. high central

High to left
Central to left
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1A
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0 o SN

GUIDE LINES TO THE PENNY BLACK

TG

a

RF. 10, 5. Bottom line extends to right

RF. 10, 7. Same extension. Top line
NW sq. weak and broken on left

RF. 10, 7. Vert. guide line NE sq. Side
line NE sq. appears double

Hor. guide line T sq.

Right line extends below.
line PENNY and ? G sq.

Dot below SE corner G sq. Scratches on
left margin

Short stroke down from top left of G sq.
Top half left side weak

No OF. Similar stroke as on Plate 6.
Dot on top margin to left of NE sq.

OF. 1. Mark or dot on left margin well
above T sq. Serif of G longer than
usual

RF. 7, NE sq. Bottom line extends to
right. SE corner re-cut. 'Left line
strengthened. Side line NE sq. weak.
Squat T

b

OF. 2. Nil

OF. 2. Very faint vert. guide line NE
sq. Squat T.

Hor. guide

C state 2
OF. 1. Mark on left margin may be
missing

TH
a
RF. 10, 5. Small dot below SE corner
H sq.
RF. 10, 7. Same dot. Crossbar of H

thinner. Right line weak towards top
RF. 10, 7. Dot below SE corner H sq.
Vert. scratch in NW sq.

Letter H double (not constant)

Mark on right diagonal stroke of Y of
PENNY

OF. 1. Dot outside SE corner of H sq.

OF. 2. Faint vert. guide line in NW sq.
on the left

RF. 7, NE sq. SE corner re-cut. Squat
Hand T

b
No OF. Nil
No OF. Nil

OF. 2. Squat Hand T. Nil

T
Central
Central

Sl low to left

Low central
Central to right

Low to right
High to right
Central to right
Low to left 7

High to right

Central to left
Low central

-
Central to left

Central to left

High central
Central /1

Central
High to right

High to left
Very low to left

Central Y\

High to right
Low to right 7
Central to right

G
High central
High central

Sl. high central

High central

Quite high, well
to left

Sl high to left

High to left

Very high central

High to left

High to left

Central
Low central

H
Low central

Low central

Central

Ext. high, well to
left

High central

High central

High to right
Sl. low central

High central

High central
High to left
Central to right /

1A
1B

O 0 ~ o ~

0 W

AA—TL
TI
a
RF. 10, 5. Small dot below SE corner
of I sq.
RF. 10, 7. Same dot. Small break at

top left corner of NE sq. 1
RF. 10, 7. Hor. guide line above NE sq.
Top of I slightly defective
Bottom line encroaches each side of ONE
Hor. guide line NE sq.

No OF. Diagonal scratch left of I.
Scratch on margin outside I sq.

OF. 1. Blur outside NW sq. and below

OF. 2. Left side very weak

OF. 2. Top line NW sq. very thin. Tall

I. Squat T

RF. 7, NE sq. Bottom line slightly
double. SE corner re-cut. Tall L
Squat T

b

Faint dot below I. Top line NE sq.
double

Top lines of each upper sq. weak or thin

T)

a

RE 10, 5. -Nil

RF. 10, 7. Letter J re-cut. Side and

bottom lines J sq. weak

RF. 10, 7. Vert. guide line NE -sq.
extends above and crosses hor. guide
line above NE sq.

Dot in extreme SE corner ] sq.

Faint line or scratch below J. Left side
very weak

Short line or mark on margin just below
NW sq.

No OF. Vert. guide line NE sq. (close).
Small mark top left of T sq.

OF. 1. Re-entry NE sq. and lower margin

OF. 2. Vert. guide line NE sq. Letter
] with square foot. Squat T

RF. 7, NE sq. Dot below ] sq. Bottom
line double. SE corner re-cut. Side
line NE sq. weak. Letter J with
square foot. Squat T. Side line ]
sq. weak at top and bottom

b
Nil
OF. 2. Nil

C state 2
Recorded in state 2. Side lines probably

stronger
RF.7, NE sq. Left line greatly streng-

thened

T

High to right

High to right

Central, Sl. to
left

High to right

Central, ext. far
to right

Central to right
o

High central

Low to left

Very low central

High to right

Central

Central

T
Central
Central

Central

High central /1
Sl. low to right
Low to right
Central to right

Low central
Central

High to right

Sl. high to right
Low to left

221

I
Low to right

Low to right
High central Y\

Sl. low, Sl. to left
Low central

High to left
High, Sl. to left
Low central
High central

Central to right

High, Sl to left

High central

J

Central
Central

High, Sl. to left
Very high to left
Central, SI. to left
Central to left
Central to left
High to right
Central, Sl. to

left
Ext. low central

Very high to left
Central
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TK
a T K INDEX
o J?P;)C)lmf{)}zltlertlto steér]if(;,:ilzcio;lalz}eﬁa\lvue iamaedcichs o Central o The following letters are illustrated in the text the first figure _mdlgates the plate
IB| RF. 7. T double as on Plate 1A. Seven | Central to left Central to left followed by the page number in brackets on which it it is to ke fonng.
o’clock but no ten o’clock ray flaw g
2 | RF. 10, 7. Dot below SE corner K sq. | Central High central AA 10(95) FA 1A, 1B(45)
Hor. guide line top of NW sq. AB 10(95) FD 3(58), 9(86) Ly
3 | Dot to left of foot of T. ? Dot to right | Central, well to | Central AC 10(95) FG 2(53), 3(60), 4(65)
of T left AD 4(65), 10 (95) FH 3(60), 5(75)
4 Right line extends below. Top and side | High to left Low central AE 5(73), 10(95) FI 3(90): 5( "_)
lines NE sq. very thin AF  4(65), 10(95), 11(101) EJ 3(60), 5(75)
5 | Dot outside SE corner K sq. Faint hor. | Low central Central to left AK 1A(39) FK 5(75), 6(77)
guide line below K AL 1A(39) FL 5(75)
8 OF. 1. Dot to right of middle of K. High, Sl to left | Sl high to left
10 OF. 2. Vert. guide line NE sq. Dot | Central to right Central to left BA 5(70), 10(95) GA 4(65
below K. Squat T BB 10(95) e ,—(-8)
] RF. 7, NE sq. Re-entry NE and K | High to right Low to right BC 10(95), 11(99) "D z(éj
sgs. also lower margin. Squat T. SE BD 10(95) (CiF 8(83)
corner re-cut BE 10(95) o 8( 5)
{ : (85)
b BF 5(70), 10(95) : GH 8(85)
BG 1A, 1B, 2(31), 5(74), 6(77) il o
6 Nil Sl. high to right High, well to left BI 1A, 1B, 2(31), 10(94) 1%”24
7 | NooF. Nil High to right High to left B] 10(94) GL 1B(44)
9 OF: 2.- Nil High, well to left | Low, Sl. to left BK 1A(39), 10(94)
BL 1A(39), 9(87), 10(94) HA 1A, 1B(43), 3(58), 8(83)
HB 1A (42), 1B(44), 9(87)
TL CA 5(70), 10(95) HD 1B(44)
CB  5(70), 10(95) HE 5(72)
a 1 5 CC 10(95) HL 1B47)
IA| RF. 5. Bottom line double. No 10 | Central, Sl to High central CD 10(95)
o’clock ray flaw left CE 10(95) ID 1B(44
IB| RF. 7. Bottom line encroaches each | Central, Sl. to | High central CF 9(90), 10(95) 1E 46(3 )
side of O of ONE. No 10 o’clock ray left CG 9(90) G {() 89)
flaw : CK 9(87) = (89)
2 | RF. 10, 7. Letter T double. Vert. and | Sl high to right | High, SI. to left CL 1B(44), 5(70) o 2(52) 8(80), 114101
Hor. guide lines cross outside NE I §(89), (89), 114
g corner. ? Dot below SE corner L sq. | - DA 5(75), 10(95) e 1%{ 9589;
Small dot in SE corner L sq. and two | High to left High central DB 4(62), 5(70), 5(75), 5 * A
dots below i X % DC 5&75), 9(87), 13(95) IL 1A, 1B(45), 1B(44), 9(89)
4 | Dot in top of NE sq. Central to left Central to left DD 4(62), 5(70), 5(75), 10(95), 11(99)
7 No OF. Dot in SE corner of L sq. Central Central to left DE 4(65), 10(95), 11(99) JA 5(70)
8 OF. 1. Dot in SE corner of L sq. | High to right \y High central DF 1A(39), 9(90), 10(95), 11(99) JC 1A, 1B(45), 2(52), 11(101)
Scratches above NE sq. DG 1A(39), 2(53), 9(90) JE 11(99)
1 RF. 7, NE sq. Dot touching bottom | Sl high to right Sl. low to left DH 1A(39), 5(75) JE 2(56), 4(65)
line of L sq. Top right corner of L sq. DI 1A(39), 2(52), 5(75) JG  9(89)
weak (not on red stamps). Left line DJ 1A(39), 5(75) JH 9(89)
strengthened. SE corner re-cut. Squat DK 5(75) JI  9(89)
i 3 DL 5(75), 8(83) J7  9(89)
I L JK 1B(44), 9(84)
) 3 EA 2(52), 2(53) JL 9(89)
5 Faint hor. guide line below L Central, . S1. to Sl high to left EB 9(87)
right ED 5(72)
6 Nil Central to right Central /1 EE 5(70), 11(99) KA 11(99) 5
9 OF. 2. Nil Central to left High central EF 11(99) Kl?» 1B(50), 4(@0)
10 OF. 2. Squat T. Nil High to right Low central EH 1B(44), 5(75), 9(86) i\'%) é](Sﬁ(;)O), 3(58)
EI 5(75 <
C state 2 E] 14(,\' )1]3(45), 5(75) KE 2(53), 2(56), 5(72), 6(66)
8 | OF. 1. The scratches above NE sq. EK 1A, 1B(45), 5(75) KF  3(60)
missing or very faint EL 5(75) KK 17(80)

o
(85
w
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LB 1B(50), 6(77), 9(87) P] 5(72)
LC 1B(30) PK 1B(44)
LD 2(56) PL 1B(44)
LE 4(64)
LH 1B(44) QA 1A, lB 45), 2(52), 3(60), 4(62)
OB 3(31 3(60
MA 4(65), 9(87) QC 5(14)
MD 6 (68) QE  6(79)
ME 6(66) QF 5(74)
MH 1A(39) QL  7(80)
MI 1A(39), 8(83) QK 1B(44)
MJ 1A(39) QL 1B(44), 2(52), 2(56), 6(68)
MK 1B(44)
RA 3(60)
NG 202 e
NE 5(70) i
NG 1B(44), 2(52) ol
NH 1A(39), 11(99) — Bk 10(2;1)) ]
NI 1A(39 '
NJ 1A$39; ki o0 ‘s
NK 4(65), 9(86) SA 10(37)
SB  10(37)
OA 9(87), 11(99) SC  4(61), 4(65), 10(37)
OB 9(87) SD 2(52), 4(61), 4(65), 10(37)
OC 6(66) SE 10(37)
Ol 1B(44), 1A, 1B(48) SL 1A(40)
OL 5(74)
TA 10(37), 1A(38), 2(51), 4(65)
PA 2(53), 4(62) TB 9(87), 10(37
PB 1A(47 ), 2(54), 5(69), 5(71), 10(31) TC 10(37)
PD 11(98) TD 2(52), 10(37), 11(99)
PE  3(60) TE 10(37)
PF  6(66) TH 5(72)
PG 2(52), 10(91) TK 2(52), 3(60), 11(98)
PH 11(99) TL 1A(40), 2(53)
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