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The following is extracted from the Records Description of the pamphlet 

describing the microfilms: 
 

Entries in these volumes include the number and denomination of postage stamps 

printed for ordinary postage stamps, stamped envelopes and newspaper wrappers, Post Office 

and registered package envelopes, postal cards, Post Office and deal letter envelopes, postage 

due stamps, letter sheet envelopes, and specimen postage stamps.  The volumes also include 

tables showing yearly appropriations and expenditures for fiscal years 1882 – 1897.  The 

volumes also give the date that the bill from the printer of the stamps was approved for 

payment. 

 

Bill Book#1: Sept. 30, 1870 – December 1875. 

Bill Book#2: January 1876 – December 1879. 

 Bill Book#3: January 1880 – December 1883. 

 Bill Book#4 January 1884 – December 1888. 

 Bill Book#5 January 1889 – March 1893. 

 Bill Book#6 March 1893 – June 1897. 

 

The reports of postage stamps printed are entered in the volumes chronologically and 

thereunder either quarterly or monthly.  For example, reports on the printing of ordinary 

postage stamps are entered quarterly from December 31, 1870, through 1879; the reports were 

issued monthly from January 1880 through June 1897. 

 

The entries in the volumes are annotated to show the date that the payment was 

authorized for production of these supplies, and the name of the contractor who supplied the 

materials.  These contractors include the National Bank Note Company, the Continental Bank 

Note Company, the American Bank Note Company (ordinary postage stamps); George H. Reay, 

the Plimpton Manufacturing Company, the Morgan Envelope Company, and James Purcell 

(stamped envelopes and newspaper wrappers); Morgan Envelope Company, the American 

Phototype Company of New York City, Woolworth and Graham of New York City, CC Woolworth 

of New York, Albert Daggett of Birmingham, CT (postal cards); George H. Reay, George F. Nesbitt 

and Company of New York, Plimpton Manufacturing Company, Morgan Envelope Company 

(post office and registered package envelopes); Continental Bank Note Company, the American 

Bank Note Company, and the United States Bureau of Engraving and Printing (newspaper and 

periodical stamps). 

 

Entries relating to the production of Columbian Stamps for the World’s Columbian 

Exposition of 1893 include monthly reports of stamps furnished for sale to the public honoring 

the Columbian Exposition from December 31, 1892, to March 1893 in Volume 5 of the Stamp Bill 

Books.  The contactor was the American Bank Note Company.  In Volume 6 are monthly reports 

on Columbian postage stamps furnished by the American Bank Note Company from April 30, 

1893, through April 30, 1894. 
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l § ^ e jficrdfac/crs^ 

£)eM V*Y\ Y^Uynjiei^Z 
iC) 
s7 

&ia 
%"0&£$5 

7? 

I O 0 ;VDOO 

7 4 ^ 4 - O O 

2 o o 0 0 0 

33^" 7«5"o 
4_o2. 2 o o 

) 4 o 
31! 22.o 
I 2. &30 

I l o o 

bo 00/10 

u e 4 > 
2_ , 
3 « 
A '1 
S , 

10 
IS 
3 0 
CjO 

S i t i n g s # 1 to S.SbA)~^>) 

, 3o Sejoliw&t?) $&5I ^ 
IO|Jf iiitO ̂ AWMj'yri(mlS\tOS d i 

V'PeettS: 

OJl+OJO 



3)! 

m •\ZOA\ 

Jld&v\ oyyiinaUonp 

no;1 
V Regis 

^OCCT'86: 

3<| J73«5" I oo 
) Qzi_ '624i8oo 

/ 0 5 ooo 
> 3 7 3 4 5 ° 

2 q t b 8 2 0 11 5 ° 

I 8(^2 

j/45 
'2 ! 7 
4 

11 °h 

Soo 
I 2 0 
4S0 
I 
0 2 0 

4^ o 

I Cnxh) 
o 

3 

4 
•5" 
6 

10 
i5-
3 0 

r 
>,w llfSoZZy 

•sJjiL 
jti KtDM/ 

3f*qM£>>Ms-
eJ^AMa "Sao&vZj 

rkJC^iM-, 
i^M+nlo£f0 

7A 

'At 

130 

130 

I o _CfrvJr2 X ~̂ r 

/ 3 3 ) ^ > ) 

c 



35|8t>3 S 
88 j i81 too 

3fMS(. 
HHA/monlri &H<Wd 

Cenlr-

3 ^ 4 
v5"oo 
6 o o 

3 3^1 2 4 o 2 . 
I | J" O 61 O JO 

j I l ^ | 3 2 o 
! 4 - o ;i/-2-o 

2 o o 

2 
3 
4 

10 
IS 
3° 

r 
I2<j <J&2 J30 s/w 

~ ~ I w j . 3 O^Yjove n\(hp; 8 8*51 
/̂ SbeeiO-L 0?$U>£^Sfawi|*S, 

TJmiixefifZ J O ^ ^ u i U ) 

4-'̂  8 , 0 lo-G^vti) 

\ 4'S § 10 f̂eŵ SyWA 1 /74^, 
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'iuAwOwĴ )̂  0iM. - (oUysJf. £2 



'J7'\rj
7 ' I 644-1 

62 

3 83481 
) I o cj<2 
4 2 2 4 

l o x < o 3 30 
< 0 0 0 < ^ 3 

I (°2 ys 
1 <j 94 2 81 

/ 4 2 4o 
2 ^ 0 6 3 4 4 

^42-1 
^ 3 I S 4 

64. 
2 74*$^ 

£CtfHi 

Sicom/" 
TcM̂ dJf"* 

i| 2 

42 <^.77 

IV 



(j n 
>iP/ilrdpJ> Mdlufawlvik 

*"pr,v,{ \^)amijaeIutMj ^ ® m < 2 (TfoHhx^^yu^Aj^ 
nL. ^ ikcn^a^irK)- — ^ t -̂, (ki 

yjo, &AQc_. QMJA^P \yy^JLe^ 

2crU ^ 

'i •- «i $Cc<m<P 
^ z T 

•i 
, Siecn$~ 

zLf 

Jjnee 

' m< 
14* 
/.M 
i ^ro 

~jso 
S f $ 2-jo 

4 4 7*5*0 
I ? y*5o /2&-

I 9-jS Soo\ 
so ooo i.y° 

/ 

^A/W\OMA^Jr^ 

v r i L'± ^omA tk : Sytrll^ 

tf&lf 

Secenf 
<tLP ^ 

{hwiMmMM 

§£ZffllI 
- •• . •' TyWlin 

222^-0 
/ 2 6 ^ 0 0 

4 ^ o o 5L5"O 

233- 7.50 
7 7 2.50 

^ o^& ^750 
I >5̂ 3 000 

^ 3 25"0 
I I 

(> joo 
IS% 3So 
I /(_ 600 

3 I I (j 2Sc 

,ss~ 
i'124 
2..^ 
I&s 
1,7^ 
2 3«*~ 
2 P° 

/.7? 

" 6 ^ 2 2 2^1 6jo 

3 ? 

3 ^ " 
3 

3 ^ 
Dj? 

^C^Jr'. f^Aj Sou. -5-1 '_ hiid^nnUfJ^U •tm. M4«/ /U^I 13? 

2.CJ3 ^ 2 

Vl2-1^ 
(oy 1 2_ 

2.^87 
3 ^ 4 4 ^ 

S£,s 00 
34Zf^ 

I 4.SI 0 0 
IO 2,cjoS2. 

/i-GGyZ 
i 3 ? 67 

2./ 2 X 3 3 6 
V3o6oo 
I &5~cjS 

2 J 4/277 
2 3 ^ 2 

sobyz 

3 o$£ o£> 

T 4 3 64^-4 

1 18 

4 3 



&u> 
inbtna as above 

W>m-

Ciashaloct 
Ms. 

' , () v rl "-^ryt—c vufMi't tn(tnt\, 

UmufaeUM4*uj ̂ Cf^Jru > O^ortja/n. 
- o w i _ ( o n t e c i c M v -

»̂> f ^ p^mb 

Vcfa. 

hc 'iCi . 
1 / f .>^ 
m 

i L[6\ZJ- - tP'Ws!^ 

- Oc\ntMjj{ IUP "fcUtfsl̂  
' ; SQCOHT 

, 5^nT 
,, ^rsi^ 
,, SeccmJ 
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4V2. 'r " Sccovti" 
h./fz <1 « îuViT 
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( ' 
7 
i? hlrcy , ^ 
c] JJiivspopdWr 

Sccovi? 
( ' 
7 
i? hlrcy , ^ 
c] JJiivspopdWr 

^A-fsIx 
n « (1 

( ' 
7 
i? hlrcy , ^ 
c] JJiivspopdWr o'pfru CpCMfW.O^ 

I22A 

!7f i 8 2 

o io 

0 0 0 

2 J o 
0 0 0 

0 0 0 

/ 

I 0 0 

4. 
/A 

| t 5oo 

2G 730 
2 5 0 
0 0 0 

:3*T 1 0 0 0 

I Scj JSo 
cj 8 2 o J>oo 

1^331000 

; I 2 *5 j3oo 

J. 3 ° 

J-o 

35~ 

2 

2* 

3J l 

2 : 0 5 k 

V 
f2.ocj 
; 5<J 

3iAj& 

ooa j 
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I 

PUBLIC—No. 107.] 

AN ACT making appropriations for the serrioe of the Post-Offlce Department for the 
fiscal year ending June thirtieth, eighteen hundred and eighty-five, and for other 
purposes. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That the following suras be, 
and the same are hereby, appropriated for the service of the Post-Offlce 
Department for the year ending June thirtieth, eighteen hundred and 
eighty-five, out of any money in the Treasury arising from the revenues 
of said Department, in conformity to the act of July second, eighteen 
hundred and thirty-six, as follows: 

OFFICE OF THE POSTMASTEB-GENEBAL.—For mail depredat ions and 
post-office inspectors, including amounts necessary for fees to United 
States marshals and attorneys, two hundred thousand dollars; and of 
this sum three thousand dollars shall be paid the chief post-office in-
spector; and post-office inspectors shall be allowed four dollars per day in 
lieu of the charges now permitted, for personal expenses; and not exceed-
ing five thousand dollars of this amount may be expended for fees to 
United States attorneys, marshals, clerks of courts, and counsel neces-
sarily employed by post-office inspectors of the Post-Offlce Department, 
subject to approval by the Attorney-General. 

For advertising, twenty thousand dollars. 
For miscellaneous items in the office of the Postmaster-General, one 

thousand five hundred dollars. 
OFFICE OF THE FIBST ASSISTANT POSTMASTEB GENEBAL.—For 

compensation to postmasters, eleven million dollars. 
For compensation to clerks in post-offices, four million niue hundred 

thousand dollars. 
For payment to letter-carriers and the incidental expenses of the free 

delivery-system four million dollars; forty-five thousand dollars of 
which may be used, in the discretion of the Postmaster-General^ for the 
establishment, under existing law, of the free-delivery system in cities 
where it is not now established. 

For wrapping-paper, thirty thousand dollars. 
For wrapping-twine, seventy thousand dollars. 
For post-marking, canceling, and rating stamps, twenty-five thousand 

dollars. 
For letter-balances, test-weights, and scales, twenty-five thousand 

dollars. 
For rent, light, and fuel, four hundred and eighty thousand dollars. 

And the Postmaster-General is hereby authorized to rent a suitable 
building on Capitol Hill for use as a branch of the Washington Oity 
post-office, at a rate not exceeding thirty dollars per month. 

For safes and other office furniture, forty thousand dollars. 
For stationery, sixty-five thousand dollare. \ 
For miscellaneous and incidental expenses of post-offices, including 

repairs, gas-fixtures, and telegrams, eighty thousand dollars; and the 
Postmaster-General is authorized to designate postmasters at money 
order post-offices as disbursing officers for the payment of the salaries 
of officers and employees of the postal service, and for such other pay-
ments as postmasters are now authorized to make from postal revenues. 
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For engraving, printing, and binding drafts and warrants, two thou-
sand five hundred dollars. 

For miscellaneous items, one thousand dollars. 
OFFICE OF SUPERINTENDENT OF FOREIGN MAILS.—B or t r anspo r t a -

tion of foreign mails, four hundred and twenty-five thousand dollars. 
For balances due foreign countries, seventy-five thousand dollars, in-

cluding the United States' portion of the expenses of the International 
Bureau of the Universal Postal Union Convention. . 

To pav the expenses of delegates to the Universal Postal Union Con-
gress to be held at Lisbon, Portugal, on the first of October, eighteen 
hundred and eighty-four, four thousand five hundred dollars, or so much 
thereof as may be necessary, to be expended under the direction of the 
Postmaster-General. „ , . , ,, . 

SEC. 2. That if the revenues of the Post-Office Department shall be 
insufficient to meet the appropriations made by this act, a sum equal to 
such deficiency of the revenues of said Department is hereby appro-
priated, to be paid out of any money in the Treasury not otherwise ap-
propriated, to supply the said deficiencies in the revenue of the Post 
Office Department for the year ending June thirtieth, eighteen hundred 
a"sEC^3. ̂ That section twenty-nine of the act of March third, eighteen 
hnndied and seventy-nine (United States Statutes at Large, page three 
hundred and sixty-two),-be, and it is hereby, amended so as to read as 
follows • 

"The provisions of the fifth and sixth section of the act entitled 4An 
act establishing post-routes, and for other purposes'approved March 
third, eighteen hundred and seventy-seven, for the transmuwion of offi-
cial mail-matter, be, and they are hereby, extended to all officers of the 
United States Government, not including members of Congress, the en-
velopes of such matter in all cases to bear appropriate indorsements 
containing the proper designation of the office from which or officer 
from whom the same is transmitted, with a statement of the penalty 
for their misuse. And the provisions of said fifth and sixth sections 
are hereby likewise extended and made applicable to all official mail-
matter of the Smithsonian Institution: Provided, That any Department 
or officer authorized to use the penalty envelopes may inclose them 
with return address to any person or persons from or through whom 
official information is desired, the same to be used only to cover such 
official information, and indorsements relating thereto: Provided.further, 
That any letter or packet to be registered by either of the Executive 
Departments, or Bureaus thereof, or by the Agricultural Department, 
or by the Public Printer, may be registered without the payment of any 
registry fee; and any part-paid letter or packet addressed to either of 
said Departments or Bureaus may be delivered free; but where there 
is good reason to believe the omission to prepay the full postage thereon 
was inteutional, such letter or packet shall be returned to the sender: 
Provided further, That this act shall not extend or apply to pension 
agents or other officers who receive a fixed allowance as compensation 
for their services, including expeuses of postages. And section thirty-
nine hundred and fifteen of the Bevised Statutes of the United States, 
so far as the same relates to stamps and stamped envelopes for officii-
purposes, is hereby repealed." 

Approved, July 5th, 1884. 
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[PUBLIC—No. 88.] 

AN ACT making appropriations for the service of the Post Office Department for the 
fiscal year ending Jnne thirtieth, eighteen hundred and eighty-six. and for other 
purposes. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That the following sums be, 
and the same are hereby, appropriated for the service of the Post-Office 
Department for the year ending Jnne thirtieth, eighteen hundred and 
eightysix, out of any money iu the Treasury arising from the revenues 
of said Department, in conformity to the act of July second, eighteen 
hundred and thirty-six, as follows: 

OFFICE OF THE POSTMASTER-GENERAL.—For mail depredat ions and 
post office inspectors, including amounts necessary for fees to United 
States marshals and attorneys, two hundred thousand dollars; and of 
this sum three thousand dollars shall be paid the chief post-office in-
spector; and post-office inspectors shall be allowed four dollars per day, 
in lieu of the charges now permitted, for personal expenses: and not 
exceeding five thousand dollars of this amount may be expended for 
fees to United States attorneys, marshals, clerks of courts, and counsel 
necessarily employed by post-office inspectors of the Post-Office Depart-
ment, subject to approval by the Attorney-General. 

For advertising, twenty thousand dollars. 
For miscellaneous items in the office of the Postmaster-General, one 

thousand five hundred dollars. 
OFFICE OF THE FIRST ASSISTANT POSTMASTER-GENERAL.—For com-

pensation to postmasters, twelve million three hundred thousand dol-
lars. 

For compensation to clerks in post-offices, five rnillbn one hundred 
and fifty thousand dollars. And postmasters are authorized, with the 
approval of the Postmaster-General, to assign at any time any clerk or 
employ^ of their respective post-offices to duty in any branch thereof: 
Provided always, That any employ^ shall be paid from money-order 
funds for such time as he is engaged in money-order work. 

For payment to letter-carriers and the incidental expenses of the free-
delivery system, four million fonr hundred and eighty-five thousand 
dollars; forty five thousand dollars of which maybe used, in the dis-
cretion of the Postmaster-General, for the establishment, under exist-
ing law, of the free-delivery system in cities where it is not now estab-
lished. 

For wrapping-paper, thirty-five thousand dollars. 
For wrapping-twine, eighty-five thousand dollars. 
For post-marking, canceling, and rating stamps, and ink and pads, 

twenty thousand dollars. 
For letter-balances, test-weights, and scales, twenty thousand dollars. 
For rent, light, and fuel, four hundred and ninety thousand dollars. 

That the Postmaster-General may iu the disbursement of this appro-
priation, apply part thereof to the purpose of leasing premises for use 
tor post-offices of the flrst^secoud, and third classes at a reasonable 
annual rental, to be paid quarterly for a terra not exceeding five years; 
and whenever any building oi part of a building under lease becomes 
unfit for use as a post-office, no rent shall be paid until the same shal \ 



be put in a satisfactory condition by the owner thereof f o r ^ a p a t i o n 
an a post-office, or the lease may be canceled, at the option ot the> Post-
master-General; and a lease shall cease and terminate whenever a post-
office can be moved into a Government building 

For safes and other office furniture, thirty thousand dollars. 
For stationery, sixty-five thousand dollars. -
For miscellaneous and incidental expenses of post-offices, including 

repairs, gas fixtures, and telegrams, eighty thousand dollars. 
OFFICE OF THE SECOND ASSISTANT POSTMASTER-GENERAL.—For 

inland mail transportation, namely: For transportation on rai'road 
routes, fourteen million and ten thousand dollars ; and if any railroad 
company shall fail or refuse to transport the mails, when required by 
the Post-Office Department, upon the fastest train or t ra ins ruuupon 
said road, said company shall have its pay reduced fifty per centum of . 

^Foir"rai'lway° postoffice-car service, oue million seven hundred and 

^For*necessary and special1 facilities'on trunk lines, two hundred and 
sixtv-six thousand seven liuudred and sixty-four dollars. 

For inland transportation by steamboat routes, six hundred and fif-
teen thousand dollars. The Postmaster-General is authorized to contract 
for inland and foreign steamboat mail service, wheirtk can be combined 
in one route, where the foreign office or offices are dot more than two 
hundred miles distant from the domestic office, on the same and 
conditions as inland steamboat service, and pay for tlje same out of the 
appropriation for inland steamboat service. . 

For inland transportation by star routes, five million nine hundred 

thFOIMrai 1 way post-office clerks, four million six hundred and eighty-
two thousand three hundred dollars. , „ 

For mail-messengers, nine liuudred and seventy-five thousand dollars. 
For mail locks and keys, twenty thousand dollars. 
For mail-bags and mail-bag catchers, including full compensation 

(not exceeding five hundred dollars) for the whole and exclusive right 
of letters patent numbered two hundred and nine thousand eight hun-
dred and twenty, granted November twelfth, eighteen hundred and 
seventy-eight, to A. V. Lunger, for a clamp for mail-bag cranes, two 
hundred and seventy-five thousand dollars. 

For miscellaneous items, one thousand dollars. 
OFFICE OF THE THIRD ASSISTANT POSTMASTER-GENERAL.—For 

manufacture of adhesive postage stamps and of newspaper and period-
ical stamps, one hundred aud seventy four thousand dollars. That 
upon all matter of the first class, as defined by chapter on3 hundred and 
eighty of the laws of Congress approved March third, eighteen hundred 
and seventv-nine, entitled "An act making appropriations for the serv-
ice of the Post-Office Department for the fiscal year ending June thir-
tieth, eighteen hundred and eighty, and for other purposes" and bythat 
act declared subject to postage at the rate of three cents for each half-
S . c e or fraction thereof and reduced by the act of March third, 
eighteen hundred and eighty-three, to two cents for each half ounce or 
fraction thereof, postage shall be charged, on and after the brat day of 
July, eighteen hundred and eighty-five, at the rate of two cents for 
each ounce or fraction thereof; and drop letters shal be mailed at the 
rate of two cerfts per ounce or fraction thereof, including delivery at 
letter-carrier offices, and one cent for each ouuee or fraction thereof 
where free delivery bj* carrier is not established. That all publications 
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of the second class, except as provided in section twenty-five of said 
act, when sent by the publisher thereof, and from the office of publica-
tion, including sample copies, or when sent from a news agency to actual 
subscribers thereto, or to other news agents, shall, on and after July 
first, eighteen hundied and eighty-five, be entitled to transmission 
through the mails at one cent a pound or a fraction thereof, such post-
age to be prepaid as now provided by law. 

And any article or item in any newspaper or other publication may 
be marked for observation, except by written or printed words, without 
increase of postage. 

For pay of agent and assistants to distribute stamps, and expenses 
of the agency, eight thousand one hundred dollars. 

For manufacture of stamped envelopes and newspaper-wrappers and 
letter-sheets, seven hundred and forty-five thousand dollars. 

For pay of agent and assistants to distribute stamped envelopes, 
newspaper-wrappers, and letter-sheets, and expenses of agency, sixteen 
thousand dollars. 

For manufacture of postal cards, two hundred and thirty-nine thou-
sand dollars. 

For pay of agent and assistants to distribute postal cards, and ex-
penses of agency, seven thousand three hundred dollars. 

For registered-package envelopes, locks and seals, and for office en-
velopes, and for dead-letter envelopes, one hundred and forty thousand 
dollars. 

For ship, steamboat, and way letters, two thousand dollars. 
For engraving, printing, and binding drafts and warrants, two thou-

sand dollars. 
For miscellaneous items, one thousand dollars. 
OFFICE OF SUPERINTENDENT OF FOREIGN MAILS.—For t ranspor-

tation of foreign mails, including railway trausit across the Isthmus of 
Panama, eight hundred thousand dollars. And the Postmaster-General 
is hereby authorized to enter into contracts for the transportation of any 
part of said foreign mails, after legal advertisement with the lowest 
responsible bidder, at a rate not exceeding fifty cents a nautical mile on 
the trip each way actually travelled between the terminal points: Pro-

. ttided, That the mails so contracted shall be carried on American steam-
ships, and that the aggregate of such contracts shall not exceed one-
half of the sum hereby appropriated. 

For balances due foreign countries, seventy-five thousand dollars, in-
cluding the United States' portion of the expenses of the International 
Bureau of the Universal Postal Union Convention. 

SEC. 2. That if the revenues of the Post Office Department shall be 
» insufficient to meet the appropriations made by this act, a sum equal to 

such deficiency of the revenues of said Department is hereby appropria-
ted, to be paid out of any money in the Treasury not otherwise appro-
priated, to supply the said deficiencies in the revenue of the Post Office 
Department for the jear ending Juno thirtieth, eighteen hundred and 
eighty-six. 

SEC. 3. That a special stamp of the face valuation of ten cents may 
be provided and issued, whenever deemed advisable or expedient, in 
such form and bearing such device as may meet the approval of the 
Postmaster-General, which, when attached to a letter, in addition to the 
lawful postage thereon, the delivery of which is to bo at a free delivery 
office, or at any city, town, or village containing a population of four 
thousand or over, according to the Federal census, shall be regarded as 
entitling such letter to immediate delivery within the carrier limit of 
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any free delivery office which may be designated by the Postmaster-
General as a special delivery office, or within one mile of the post offide 
at any other office coming within the provisions of this section which 
may in like manner be designated as a special delivery office. 

SEO. 4. That such specially stamped letters shall be delivered from 
seven o'clock ante meridian up to twelve o'clock midnight at offices des-
ignated by the Postmaster-General under section three of this act. 

SEC. 5. That to provide for the immediate delivery of letters bearing 
the special stamp, the postmaster at any office which may come within 
the provisions of this act may, with tiie approval of the Postmaster-
General, employ such person or persons as may actually be required for 
such service, who, upon the delivery of such letter, will procure a re-
ceipt from the party addressed, or some one authorized to receive it, in 
a book to be furnished for the purpose, which shall, when not in use, be 
kept in the post office, and at all times subject to examination by an in-
spector of the Department. 

SEC. 6. That to provide for the payment of such persons as may be 
employed for this service, the postmaster at any office designated by 
section three of this act shall keep a record of the number of letters re-
ceived at such office bearing such special stamp, which number shall 
correspond with the number entered in the receipt books heretofore 
specified; and at the end of each month he may pay to such person or 
persons employed a sum not exceeding eighty per centum of the face 
value of all such stamps received and recorded during that month: 
Provided, That in no case shall the compensation so paid to any one 
person exceed thirty dollars per month: And provided further, That 
nothing in this act shall in any way interfere with the prompt delivery 
of letters as now provided by law or regulation of the Post Office De-
partment. 

Approved, March 3d, 1885. i 
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