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The following is extracted from the Records Description of the pamphlet 

describing the microfilms: 
 

Entries in these volumes include the number and denomination of postage stamps 

printed for ordinary postage stamps, stamped envelopes and newspaper wrappers, Post Office 

and registered package envelopes, postal cards, Post Office and deal letter envelopes, postage 

due stamps, letter sheet envelopes, and specimen postage stamps.  The volumes also include 

tables showing yearly appropriations and expenditures for fiscal years 1882 – 1897.  The 

volumes also give the date that the bill from the printer of the stamps was approved for 

payment. 

 

Bill Book#1: Sept. 30, 1870 – December 1875. 

Bill Book#2: January 1876 – December 1879. 

 Bill Book#3: January 1880 – December 1883. 

 Bill Book#4 January 1884 – December 1888. 

 Bill Book#5 January 1889 – March 1893. 

 Bill Book#6 March 1893 – June 1897. 

 

The reports of postage stamps printed are entered in the volumes chronologically and 

thereunder either quarterly or monthly.  For example, reports on the printing of ordinary 

postage stamps are entered quarterly from December 31, 1870, through 1879; the reports were 

issued monthly from January 1880 through June 1897. 

 

The entries in the volumes are annotated to show the date that the payment was 

authorized for production of these supplies, and the name of the contractor who supplied the 

materials.  These contractors include the National Bank Note Company, the Continental Bank 

Note Company, the American Bank Note Company (ordinary postage stamps); George H. Reay, 

the Plimpton Manufacturing Company, the Morgan Envelope Company, and James Purcell 

(stamped envelopes and newspaper wrappers); Morgan Envelope Company, the American 

Phototype Company of New York City, Woolworth and Graham of New York City, CC Woolworth 

of New York, Albert Daggett of Birmingham, CT (postal cards); George H. Reay, George F. Nesbitt 

and Company of New York, Plimpton Manufacturing Company, Morgan Envelope Company 

(post office and registered package envelopes); Continental Bank Note Company, the American 

Bank Note Company, and the United States Bureau of Engraving and Printing (newspaper and 

periodical stamps). 

 

Entries relating to the production of Columbian Stamps for the World’s Columbian 

Exposition of 1893 include monthly reports of stamps furnished for sale to the public honoring 

the Columbian Exposition from December 31, 1892, to March 1893 in Volume 5 of the Stamp Bill 

Books.  The contactor was the American Bank Note Company.  In Volume 6 are monthly reports 

on Columbian postage stamps furnished by the American Bank Note Company from April 30, 

1893, through April 30, 1894. 
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J{4. ' i i *k+\</ 
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