NEW POSTAGE ACT.

AN ACT further to amend ths act enti
is0nd ths act entitled  An act to redu i ‘ - ]
purposes,”’ passed March three, eighteen hundred nned ﬁ(;’?yfi:nde.momry LTI i e e

Be & enacled by the Senale and IHouse : \ ] 4
A - T te of Representatives of the United Stales of Imerica in Congress assembled, That, in lieu of th t
¥ postage now established by law, there shall be charged the following mtes,{o wit ¢ & A

For every single letter in manuscript, or paper of any kind in which informAtion shall be asked for or communicated in writine. or

WY marks ar signs, conveyed in the mail for any distance between places in the United States not exceeding three thousand miles, three
ents ; and for any distance excceding three thousand miles, ten centa. ’

And for a double letter there ahnll be charged double the rate above apecified ; and for a treble letter, treble those ratess and for o
quadruple letter, quadruple those rates ; and every letter or parcel not exeeeding half an ounce in weight shall be decemed a sincle letrer
and every additionn! weight of half an ounce, or additionnl weight of less than half an ounce, shall Le charged with an additiona! sinele
postaze ;: and upon all fetiers passing through or in the mail of the Uniied Sintes, excepting such as are to or from a foreiem country, g
postages ag above specified shall be preprid, except upon letters and packages addressed to officers of the government on official buciness
v;fhich shall be 50 marked on the envelope. And from and after the firat day of January, eizhteen hundred and fifty-six, the Pmlma;te;
(;enerqiemuy require postinasters to place postage stamps upon all prepaid lettera upon which such atamps may not have been placed by
ike writers.

_And all drop-letters, or letters placed in any post office not for tranamission through the mail, but for delivery only, shall be charred
with postage at the rate of one cent ench ; and all letters which shull hereafter be advertised as remaining over, or uncalled for, in any
poat office, shall bs charged with one cent each, in addition to the regular postage, both to be accounted for ns other postages now are.

See. 2. And be it further enacted, That it shall not be lawful for any postmaster or other person to sell any postage stamp or stamped
zavelope for any larger sum than that indicated upaon the face of such postage stamp or for & Inrger sum than that charged therefor by th
Post Office Department ;* and any person who shall violate this provision shall be deemed guilty of a misdemearor, and, on convietion
thereof shall be fined in any sum not less than ten nor more than five hundred dollars, This act ta take cffect and be in force from and
after the commencement of the next fiscal quarter after ila passage. Provided, That nothing herein contained shall be so construed as to
aiter the laws in relation to the franking privilege.

Sec. 3. Jnd be it further enacted, That for the greater security of valuable lejtera posted for transmission in the mails of the United
Siates, the Postmaster General be and hereby 1s authorized to establish a uniforé: plan for the registration of such letters on application
af parties posting the same, and o require the prepayment of the postage, us well as a registration fee of five cents on every such letter
ar packet to be accounted for by postmasters receiving the same in such manner as the Postmaster General shall direct: Pravided
yureever, That such registration shall not be compulsory ; and it shall not render the Post Office Department or ita revenue liable for th
;048 of such letters or packets or the contents thereof.

Approved March 3, 1855.

* That is, the charge for postage stamps must not be more than the sum indieated on their face, and no higher price must be eharged
wr stamped envelopes than ia charged by the Department. -




INSTRUCTIONS TO POSTMASTERS.

- 4 "A, 'e l ‘ o .

United States, ten centn ml:‘:::::: :.f";" '{\l‘"l‘ lﬂ"- 18335, lht‘rﬂi'llg!ﬂ rate under 3,000 miles 19 three cents, and aver 3,000 miles, 1n the
‘Rife et el s m- cmltin-wd"na ;el: : nmmlry Far, 183536, all auch‘ tetlers mmat be pre-prid either by stampz or stamped anvelopes

The la“:_-. B e e oo Im“‘: iqmn t).;‘mn!’l:']r‘ncl exlendgd ta [Ex-Vice Preaidents of the United States.

The st of Mareh 3 l‘*l"v.') mnl:(iu;r ::Ot ange mrany pnr.m‘.ulur by the recem' nt.:l. A
say sl unpald ¥l o’r |;;le:'s e I[::'lonamn nrﬂ;n.np-ulul letiers ta places within the Uniled Statrs—on the same or day following
same, stating that they are held u I'ugri,oquo a I:Jul oflice, :’ 1e Postmaster thereof will post uL) conspicuously iu his office a hat of the
e naie T a B i ce nrnenri' : tI_,e. K nylun[ml letters, drapped into mnil cars to he forwnrded, must be deposited by the
e ¥ ' est the peint where they ase recetved, nnd the postmnster will add them ta his list, stating thar -

dey were put 1nto the cars unpaid.  If not attended ta, nll such [etters must be returned manthly to the dead letter office.
o a;[‘:;t:lecrla g:rte';::u\.: ’fllr(::ull;:elnne‘:lei?::lllc:1:d, ch?‘rgml \\'l.l‘h the uddm!in;nﬂ postage due at the pre-paid rate, accarding to distance, establishec:
W e Iel;ors BB i, E pay the correst amount 3 known ta have bheen intentional, when they should be treated the

It is proper to furward a letter when duly requested. When forwnrded, no ndditions postage should be charged, if the letter, cnn

trary to ls widress, has been mis-sent.  If it has been sent according to its addvess, snd then forwardud, it must be charoed with adds
fnonal posinge, At the jire-paid rate, according to distunce, eatablishaod by the act af March 3, 1855, which additionul postage may be paie
either at the forwnrding otfice or at the office of delivery.
‘ The {ranking privilege ia not changed by the new postaze act of 3d Murch, 1855, Of course all persans entitied to this privilegs
hefore the passage of the fate lnw stll retnin it.  Any postmaster, whuse compensution for the last precading fiscal year did not exceee
$200, can send through the mail all letters written by himself, aml receive letters addressed ta himself, an his privite susiness, free of
poatage, the \P«'j!l\:ll_t of each letter not to exceed half an aunce. e cannot secetve free nor trank printed matter of any kKind 1 nos letten
adidressed tn his wife, nor any other member ot his fumily ; nor ean he feank letters to editora or publishecs containine money in payvmen
nt'auhsvrllplion. )

The franking privileze of postmasters whose vearly compensation execeds $200 is restricted ta sending nnd receiving feee, wrillen
communications reliating exclusively to the business of their offices, or of the post office depactment.  ‘Fhie penalty for a violnton of law u
thts particular is 300.

It being 1impracticable in nll eases to determine what postmasters are entitled to receive their private communications free, n wmanuse)ip
!eltcr addressed 10 postrasier should nut be detatned in the moiling offize, for the recson that the postage on it s uot pre=pand, excem
in cases where 1t is known that the postmaster addressed is not entitded to receive hin private letters free.  And i letters to any posimaste
are Kinown to relate exclusively to ¢ post office business,”” Feing so superseribed, they should be mailed free.

. Any postmaster receiving o letter free, which should have neen churged with pnstaze, is bound by his oath of office to charge himsel!
with such postare tn his aceount with the department.

Postmasters are required to report ta the department all violations of the franking privilere.

‘The law, fixing the peealty for vialation at fitty dollars, provides ¢ that no postinasier or assistant postmaster shail aot as cgent fu
lottery offices, or under uny cosor of purchase, or atherwise, vend lottery tickets ;”” and that ¢ nn postmaster shall receive free of postage.
or frank lottecy schemes, circulars or ticketa.”” Therefore, all such lattery schenes, eirculars or tickets, uddressed eithier ta & postmastel
Or Rssiatant postmaster, must hereafler be excluded from the mail, together with all other transient matter of this kind, nddressed simphy
to an office and not to any individual,

Copyricht books, charts, &e., required to be delivered to the library of Congress or Snrithsonisn Institution, and which are catiti-
to pass free m the mail, should be superseribed ¢ Copyright for Congress Librory,” or ** Saithsonian Institution,” as the euse may be

All letters placed on a mail steamboat, an which the mails are tn charge of a roate-azent, chould go 1nto 1he hnnd« of such agent
and on these letters the master of the vessel is not entitled to recetve any compensation. Nonc but pre-paid leiterg should be received o
guch steumboat, and these shauld be duly mailed.  But thould any chanee to be unpard, they should be deposited by the route-agent ir
the post office at or nearest the point at which they are received, and the posumaster should post up a lizt of them, with the unpaid leters
dropped 1nto his office, adding that they were put on board the steamboat unpaid.

In like manner, when practicable, all letters should be pre-paid which are received by steambaoats ar other vessels not in the mai
service, or carrying the mail with na route-agent on board., Wlen pre-paid, the master of the vessel, if under contract to carry the mail.
inay receive one cent ‘‘ way,”’ and if not under cantract with th department, two centy ench from the postuadster in whose office he
depox~ites them ; and they should be delivered to their address without any charge beyond the amount pre-paid. H_ul if unpaid, they
should be treuted as ship-letters, and are chargeable ns such with a postage of six centx 1f delivered at the ofhce at which the vessel shal
arrive, and with twa cents in addition to the ordinary rate of pastage if destined to be conveyed by post to another place. o the latte:
case, the master of the vesse| is entitled 1o receive two centa n letter. ‘ . ;

Persons desiring to send their letters by steamboats can most readily accomphsh their ohject by enclosing such leue’-r:«k in the stampec
envelopes issued by the department, innsmuch ng letters su enclosed may be conveyed out of the mail without o vielation of law, ant
need not be delivered to the postmaster on the arrival of the vessel. | :

Letters relating exclusively to the cargo of the vessel by which they are cunveyed ace nat subject to postage, but should be left un
sealed—the law relating to such letters remaining unchanged. | |

Ship letters, as they cannot be prepaid, and are not auppnfed to be embraced 1n the new act, wLII continue t»o be dcsput\c&heq ngrcgghl)
to the pfovmmns of the 13th sectilon of the act of March 3, 1823. Abatract logs, uddressed to the Superintendent of the ! ational Obser

he treated as ship letters. : ‘
vatog‘.‘:rr!:l:gs :nd regulur.ions?n regard to letters to or from Canada 1_md all other foreign cauntries are not changed by the new nct. &

Everv Postmaster, in addressinz the Department, s!mu!gl be careful ta write the name of his affice, County and S.ta}:e.huz the henr l(:’-
his letter, and to avoid writing upon more then one subject in the sume letter.  He should then postmark the letter with the name ol hu

office and State, as well as date of mailing, and address it to the proper bureau. T
In stamping letters, great care should be observed to render the nnpression d:stinct and legible.

JAMES CAMPBELL,
Postmaster General.

Post OrricCE DEPARTMENT,
May 15, 1853.
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