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Michigan: “Official Business” lllustrated Covers and Corner Cards

INTRODUCTION
Mike Ludeman

Although the use of an envelope to securely enclose a letter sent through the mails has been
around for many centuries, it was not until the 1840s when several events occurred that brought them
into widespread use in the United States. The first was the invention of manufacturing equipment
which could mass produce the envelopes inexpensively, and the second was the change in how the
United States Post Office Department calculated the way it charged for the postage to carry a letter
through the mails. The early rates were based on the number of pieces of paper that made up the
letter, and since the envelope was considered a separate sheet, the rate would automatically be
doubled for a letter sent in an envelope. This occurred as the result of the Postal Act of March 3, 1845,
when rates were changed to consider the weight of the letter rather than the number of sheets
comprising the mail piece. This law became effective on July 1, 1845.

By the early 1860s, several state governments had begun to produce decorative envelopes with
an all-over background design for use in their “Official Business” correspondence. The typical design
included some representation of the official state seal in the upper left corner, together with the name
of the individual department or agency, either as part of the design with the seal or in the background of
the entire envelope. As these envelopes were often printed in bright colors, they no doubt readily
caught the attention of their recipients.

Eventually the local governments (county and city) began to emulate the state government, and
some prepared illustrated envelopes for use in their departments and agencies.

The present monograph is an initial effort to document and illustrate these envelopes which
were used at all offices within the current state. Itis not intended to be complete in all respects, such as
one might expect in a formal handbook or catalog but has been prepared to provide the reader with an
introduction to a representative sample of the styles and varieties of envelopes that were used during
this period, and perhaps educate the collecting community as to the possibilities that could exist in
collecting them.

The initial section will include those envelopes used by the state agency and departmental
offices, which are typically located at the state capitol. The state department envelopes have been
organized into an alphabetical order based on the agency or department name. These department
names were not always consistent, as they evolved over time, and therefore, these are usually grouped
by what the compiler believed was the most obvious choice. Within the envelopes from a specific

A second section was prepared to include envelopes from agencies and departments prepared
for and used by the county and other local (city) governments. The organization of this section was
arranged in alphabetical order by county, then by county seat, and finally by date, with any envelopes
from a city office in the county to follow.

Only the illustration of front side of these envelopes has been included, unless there is some
significant postal history element present on the reverse. When the envelope illustrated also included
contents related to the purpose of the office, the contents, or at least the illustrated portion of the
letterhead or billhead, were also included. As the search for relevant envelopes proceeded, other state
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and county documents with “interesting” billhead type illustrations were encountered, and because |
found these interesting in terms of explaining the purpose for the use of these envelopes, they were
included as well.

THE FUTURE PLANS AND ACKNOWLEDGMENTS

The complete series of these monographs has been hosted on the Stamp Smarter website
through the courtesy of Don Denman. These are not intended to be an active project of the original
compiler, but the source documents (a simple Microsoft Word file) can be made available to other
collectors who would be interested in taking responsibility to add new materials to them.

For the immediate future, the compiler solicits the contribution of digitals scans that illustrate
envelopes which are not present in these monographs, including those present but were used with
different dates. Preference will be given to those envelopes with the all-over illustrations, and the
state/local buildings and seals, and those used prior to 1920. Contributions of envelopes from any state
will be welcome. It is requested that the submitted envelopes should be scanned at 300dpi and
provided in the JPG format when possible. Images of envelopes created with a camera or iPhone are
not really useful unless they are carefully focused and prepared with no angular distortion. If
contributing more than a small number, please contact me to discuss options other than email.

All contributors will be acknowledged in the monograph(s) for which they submit examples
unless requested otherwise. Any errors are the sole responsibility of the compiler, and please bring any
errors found to my attention.

Mike Ludeman

mike@ludeman.net

July 2021

V3
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State Capitol Building

Construction completed 1878

LANSING, MICH.

The Michigan State Capitol.

Postcard image courtesy of eBay seller walkerspostcards, June 2021
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ID: | State: Michigan | County: Ingham | City: Lansing

Dates: ~1850s | Color: Red on buff | Size: Regular

Office: “AUDITOR GENERAL'’S / OFFICE”

Notes: Red cameo on back flap.

Source: Image courtesy of eBay seller covercrazy2, May 2021.
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ID: | State: Michigan \ County: Ingham | City: Lansing
Dates: ~1870s \ Color: Black \ Size: Regular
Office: “AUDITOR GENERAL'’S OFFICE”

Notes:

Source: Image courtesy of eBay seller drwhostamps, May 2021.

ID: | State: Michigan \ County: Ingham | City: Lansing

Dates: ~1870s; Before Oct 1, 1883 \ Color: Gold \ Size: Regular

Office: “AUDITOR GENERAL, LANSING” in circle around seal.

Notes:

Source: Image courtesy Qf eBay seller stampyboy, April 2021.
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ID: | State: Michigan \ County: Ingham | City: Lansing

Dates: ~1870s; Before Oct 1, 1883 \ Color: Gold \ Size: Regular

Office: “AUDITOR GENERAL / Lansing, Mich.”

Notes: Seal moved to upper left corner, new design.

Source: Image courtesy of eBay seller stampyboy, April 2021.
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ID: | State: Michigan \ County: Ingham | City: Lansing
Dates: 7 Oct 1895 \ Color: Blue \ Size: Regular
Office: “@uditor General,”

Notes:

Source: Image courtesy of eBay seller cvstamps, April 2021.
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ID: | State: Michigan | County: Ingham | City: Lansing

Dates: 27 Mar 1897 | Color: Violet | Size: Regular

Office: “AUDITOR GENERAL'’S / OFFICE”

Notes: Additional “Return” for Auditor General looks like a handstamp.

Source: Image courtesy of eBay seller ricksauctions, April 2021.
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ID: State: Michigan ‘County: Ingham ‘City: Lansing
Dates: 6 April 1899 ‘ Color: Red & Blue ‘ Size: Regular

Office: “DEPARTMENT OF / @ubditor General,”

Notes: The “C” in COUNTY printed on flag.

Source: Image courtesy of eBay seller stampyboy, April 2021.

TLEPARTMENT OF

Auditor General.

LANSING, MiCH.

SHEOUNTY TREASURER,
AY== Grand Haven,

'%b
MICHIGA
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ID: | State: Michigan \ County: Ingham | City: Lansing

Dates: 10 April 1899 \ Color: Red & Blue \ Size: Regular

Office: “DEPARTMENT OF / @ubditor General,”

Notes: Used Five days later, now with a different US flag design. The “CO” in COUNTY now
printed on flag.

Source: Image courtesy of eBay seller covercrazy2, April 2021.

ID: | State: Michigan \ County: Ingham | City: Lansing

Dates: 18 May 1899 \ Color: Red & Blue \ Size: Regular

Office: “DEPARTMENT OF / Qubitor General,”

Notes: Same US flag as used on April 10. No part of COUNTY printed on flag.

Source: Image courtesy of eBay seIIercovercrzy,ri 2021.
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ID: | State: Michigan | County: Ingham | City: Lansing

Dates: 26 Apr 1905 | Color: Black | size: Postal card

Office: “STATE OF MICHIGAN / AUDITOR GENERAL’S DEPARTMENT”

Notes: Receipt for tax payment.

Source: Image courtesy of eBay seller brainyeros, April 2021.

STATE OF MICHIGAN
o AUDITOR GENERAILS'S DEPARTMENT
.::—m{ No./ 9/7'j‘4 . Z_ Lansing,.£ % 2z 19085
:m Yours of the 26 2 with $ 3’ i or with enclos-
ures as stated bas been received.
If your remittance is not sufficienl we will advise you in a very few days. If

you do nol receive such notice you may assume that the amount sent will cover our
estimate of the amount required and that the papers will be sent you as soon_as possible
in the regular order of business.
Very respectfully,
JAMES B. ‘BRADLEY,

Audifor General,

ID: State: Michigan County: Ingham ‘City: Lansing

Dates: 26 Apr 1905 \ Color: Blue \ Size: Regular

Office: “AUDITOR GENERAL”

Notes: With “Return to Writer” and pointing hand.

Source: Image courtesy of eBay seller brainyeros, April 2021.

AUDITOR GENERAL

LANSING, MICHIGAN
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ID: | State: Michigan | County: Ingham | City: Lansing

Dates: 7 Sept 1939 | Color: Black | Size: Legal

Office: “EXECUTIVE OFFICE”

Notes: Franking with postage meter.

Source: Image courtesy of eBay seller stamp-auctions-germany, June 2021.

ID: | State: Michigan | County: Ingham | City: Lansing
Dates: ~10 Aug 1887 | Color: Gray | Size: Regular
Office: “State Land Office, Lansing, Mich.”

Notes:

Source: Image courtesy of eBay seller covercrazy2, April 2021.
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ID: | State: Michigan | County: Washtenaw | City: Ypsilanti

Dates: 2 Dec 1889 | Color: Black | size: Regular

Office: “STATE NORMAL SCHOOL,”

Notes: The State Normal School was established in 1849 by an act of the Michigan
Legislature, and the community of Ypsilanti offered money, land and temporary building
space for the school.

ID: State: Michigan ‘ County: Washtenaw ’ City: Ypsilanti

Dates: 26 Jan 1917 ‘Color: Black ‘Size: Regular

Office: “MICHIGAN STATE NORMAL COLLEGE”

Notes: The name was changed to the Michigan State Normal School in 1899. In 1956, the
name was changed again to Eastern Michigan College.

Source: Image courtesy of eBay seller stamps-plus, June 2021.

After Five days, return to /T!‘:f <
MICHIGAN STATE NORMAL COLLEGE /&ﬁ*' AN ]
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5, "‘_ 77 | o T

e

Supt.A.R.Lang, S
£yecn, Canal Zongs
- Panama.
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ID: | State: Michigan | County: Ingham | City: Lansing
Dates: 26 Aug 1959 | Color: Black | size: Legal
Office: “DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION”
Notes: Perfin stamp.
Source: Image courtesy of unknown eBay seller, June 2021.
STATE OF MICHIGAN F. oo
DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION _— S
LANSING 2 'I; :
Mr. Roy. W. Bixler, Registrar
Drake University
Des Moines, Iowa
ID: State: Michigan ‘County: Ingham ‘City: Lansing
Dates: 1 Nov 1935 ‘ Color: Blue-black ‘ Size: Legal

Office: “DEPARTMENT OF STATE”

Notes: Used as an unofficial First Day Cover for the Michigan Statehood stamp.
Source: Image courtesy of eBay seller scahrraihs, June 2021.

MICHIGAN
DEPARTMENT OF STATE
LANSING

RETURN IN FIVE DAYS

MICHIGAN CENTENARY
1835 - 1935

FIRST DAY COVER NOVEMBER 1, 1935
FROM

THE KEEPER OF THE GREAT SEAL
OF THE STATE

Acme White Lead & Color Works
8250 St. Aubin Avenue

Detroit, Michigan

SECRETARY OF STATE

Attention: E. L. Nielsen, m{diting_nepartment
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ID: | State: Michigan \ County: Ingham | City: Lansing

Dates: 4 Jan 1952 \Color: Black \Size: Regular

Office: “DEPARTMENT OF STATE”

Notes: Driver’s License division. Franking by postage meter.

Source: Image courtesy of eBay seller customimpressions, June 2021.
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l MICHIGAN =7

I DEPARTMENT OF STATE ; V/PA 9 56.PO0STagA
F N2 —06F
| LANSING 18, : ( \ i

| -4 52 = p
| RETURN POSTAGE GUARANTEED gy o ] E'O ‘) =
; 3 X / i

| AT N° 8792 NPM.

? REMINDER

F Thisit geas Duever Licemss.
Always carry it with yon when Driving.
i F. M. ALGER, Jr.
Secretary of State
- 3
ID: | State: Michigan ‘ County: Washtenaw | City: Ann Arbor
Dates: 29 Nov 1861 \ Color: Brown \ Size: Regular

Office: “UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN”
Notes: Shows five campus buildings.
Source: Image courtesy of eBay seller covercrazy2, June 2021.
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ID: | State: Michigan | County: Washtenaw | City: Ann Arbor

Dates: 16 April ~1869 |Color: Brown |Size: Regular

Office: “UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN”

Notes: Shield and Seal

Source: Image courtesy of eBay seller wilnoman, June 2021.

ID: State: Michigan ‘ County: Washtenaw ‘ City: Ann Arbor
Dates: 1 Dec ~1870s ‘ Color: Rose ‘ Size: Regular

Office: “UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN / DEPARTMENT OF SCIENCE, LITERATURE, and ARTS”

Notes:

Source: Image courtesy of Triple-S website, item a68798, June 2021.
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Michigan: “Official Business” lllustrated Covers and Corner Cards

ID: | State: Michigan \ County: Washtenaw \ City: Ann Arbor

Dates: 24 Nov ~1880s | Color: Black | size: Regular

Office: “UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN / Department of Science, Literature and Arts”

Notes:

Source: Image courtesy of Trlple -S websnte item a68795, June 2021.
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ID: | State: Michigan ‘ County: Washtenaw ’ City: Ann Arbor
Dates: 5 Apr~1879 ‘ Color: Black ‘ Size: Regular

Office: “School of Medicine”

Notes: University of Michigan

Source: Image courtesy of Triple-S website, item a68802, June 2021.
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ID:

| State: Michigan

\ County: Washtenaw

‘ City: Ann Arbor

Dates:

7 Nov ~1885 - 1888

\ Color: Black

\ Size: Regular

Office: “Law Department.”

Notes:

Source: Image courtesy of eBay seller wilnoman, June 2021.

Law Department,
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Part 2

MICHIGAN

County & City Agencies
“Official Business”

Envelopes

Arranged by County and City
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Michigan: “Official Business” lllustrated Covers and Corner Cards

ID: | State: Michigan | County: Allegan | City: Allegan

Dates: 4 Mar 1936 | Color: Black | Size: Legal

Office: “OFFICE OF PROBATE COURT”

Notes: Date from postal markings on reverse.

Source: Image courtesy of eBay seller empire_stamp_company, May 2021.

ALLEGAN, MICHIGAN REGISTERED MAIL RETURN RECSIPT DEMANDED

OFFICE OF PROBATE COURT 5y

IRVING J. TUCKER, JUDGE

Doubledey Brothers & Co.
Kalemezoo, Michigan

Att: Donald B. Doubleday

ID: State: Michigan ‘ County: Berrien ‘ City: St.Joseph

Dates: 1894 ‘Color: Black ‘Size: Regular

Office: “G. WILLIAM LOOMIS / SUPERINTENDENT PUBLIC SCHOOLS”

Notes: Images of school in background very faint in image.

Source: Image courtesy of eBay seller wilnoman, May 2021.
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ID: | State: Michigan | County: Clinton | City: St.Johns
Dates: 13Jan 1938 | Color: Black | size: Regular

Office: “OFFICE OF / Jewnstiip Treasuvet’

Notes:

Source: Image courtesy of eBay seller bargainhuntersfriend, June 2021.

After § days return to

OFVICI 07 ‘/
BRI IO ITER QD>
et @m 137

(P 20PN
OLIVE TOWNSHIP \ 1938
CLINTON COUNTY \441(\,\

GRACE VV MaHAR, Treasurer
ST. J()H\S MICH.
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ID: | State: Michigan ‘ County: Geneese ‘ City: Flint
Dates: 27 Feb 1942 | Color: Black | size: Regular
Office: “PROBATE COURT / THE COUNTY OF GENESEE”

Notes:

Source: Image courtesy of eBay seller mayfairstamps, June 2021.

PROBATE COURT
THE COUNTY OF GENESEE

FLINT, MICHIGAN DEFE SE

UNITED STATES
SAVINGS BONDS

‘ |

Howard Yackson,
2560 Tyrone St.,

Flint, Mic higan.

Monograph [US-02(MI)] 20 July 13, 2021
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ID: | State: Michigan \ County: Kent \ City: Grand Rapids
Dates: 27 Mar 1900 | Color: Blue | size: Regular

Office: “TBoard of Assessors,”

Notes:

Board of Hssessors,

GRAND RAPIDS, MICH.

Source: Image courtesy of eBay seller oldcrow74, June 2021.
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ID: | State: Michigan ‘ County: Kent ’ City: Grand Rapids
Dates: 11 Dec 1893 ‘ Color: Black ‘ Size: Regular

Office: “OFFICE OF THE / County Superintendents of the Poor,”

Notes:

Source: Image courtesy of Jerry Login collection, June 2021.

OFFICE OF THE
County Superintendents of the Poor,
GRAND RAPIDS, MIGHIGAN BTN

Return after 10 days. &
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ID: | State: Michigan \ County: Kalkaska | City: Kalkaska

Dates: 21 Mar 1887 ‘ Color: Black ‘ Size: Regular

Office: “JUDGE OF PROBATE”

Notes: On red 2 cent PSE.

Source: Image courtesy of eBay seller brainyeros, June 2021.

Return to JAMES GREACEN,
JUDGE OF PROBATE A
for RALKASKA County, 4 e
Kalkaska Michigan. 3 : "L;,’
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Michigan: “Official Business” lllustrated Covers and Corner Cards

ID:

| State: Michigan | County: Muskegon | City: Muskegon

Dates:

10 Oct 1904 | Color: Black | size: LEgal

Office: “ROLLA R. PAYNE / Sheriff Muskegon County”

Notes:

the red/white exchange label (fewer than 20 known), then reregistered and forwarded three
times in Mexico, and finally returned to the United States, where it was sent to the Dead
Letter Office, then eventually returned to the sheriff.

Registered letter to Mexico, routed through St Louis, Missouri where it received

Source:

Image courtesy of Author s coIIectlon June 2021.

R

4" I¥ NoT DELIVERED IN FIVE DAYS RETURN TO

ROLLA R. PAYNE

MUSKEGON,

- %WZJMAV %‘ 977

J |

““REGISTRY SECTION,

CORMEST.

m 20 ‘**'16 (
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Michigan: “Official Business” lllustrated Covers and Corner Cards

ID: State: Michigan \ County: Newaygo |City: Newaygo

Dates: 2 June 1866 \ Color: Black on gold \ Size: Regular

Office: “County Treasurer’s Office / WILLIAM D. FULLER / DEPUTY COUNTY TREASURER,”

Notes:

Source: Image courtesy of eBay seller halfmoon28a, June 2021.

County Treasuver’s, Office, S
s 15
WILLIA LER, ; <t 8
DEPUTY COUNTY TREASURER, % ‘,
AND LICENSED LAND AGENT, ! Wl

Newaygo, Newaygo County Michigan.
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Part 3

MICHIGAN

Private Business’s
Using designs similar to the
“Official Business”

Envelopes

Arranged by County and City
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Michigan: “Official Business” lllustrated Covers and Corner Cards

ID: | State: Michigan \ County: Washtenaw \ City: Ann Arbor

Dates: ~15 Feb 1873 | Color: Black | size: Regular

Office: “AUDITOR GENERAL'’S / OFFICE”

Notes: All-over view of Capitol building on the reverse. Not an “official” cover but a
commercial one intended for public trade.

Source: Image courtesy of eBay seller weiszcovers, May 2021.
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Michigan: “Official Business” lllustrated Covers and Corner Cards

ID: | State: Michigan | County: Geneese | City: Flint

Dates: 6 Jan 1864 |Color: Brown |Size: Regular

Office: “WM. H. LYON. / Real Egtate Broker / and / CONVEYANCER”

Notes: Printer’s imprint on reverse: “N. Orr & Co., Manufacturers of llluminated
Envelopes, 52 John Street, New York.”

Source: Image courtesy of eBay seller stampyboy, April 2021.
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Part 4

MICHIGAN

Federal Department & Agency
Envelopes

Used within the State

Arranged by County and City
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Michigan: “Official Business” lllustrated Covers and Corner Cards

ID: | State: Michigan | County: Geneese | City: Flint

Dates: 27 Apr 1865 Color: Black |Size: Regular

Office: “Probost Marshal’s Bffice,”

Notes:

Source: Image courtesy of eBay seller brainyeros, June 2021.

Drovost Barshat’'s Office,
FLINT, MICH,

ID: | State: Michigan ‘ County: Georgebic ‘ City: Ironwood

Dates: 8 Sept 1887 \ Color: Orange \ Size: Regular

Office: “GEO. F. KELLY, P.M.,”

Notes: Privately prepared illustrated envelope for the postmaster at Ironwood, Michigan.

Source: Image courtesy of eBay seller stampyboy, April 2021.

GEO. F. KELLY, P. M.,

IRONWOOD, MICH.
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